


Recently, there has been a growing trend toward housing models that shrink 
private living space, including tiny housing, co-living, and micro-flats. While 
mobile homes, single-room occupancy hotels, and self-made shanties have long 
been a feature of cities, the rise of small living arrangements has accelerated 
since the 2008 global financial crash. This zine was produced as part of a 
workshop with housing scholars and scholar-activists from around the world, 
reflecting on the minimization of domestic life.

Before making this zine, we asked ourselves: if we could enact one change in 
response to shrinking domesticity, what would it be? We aimed to think outside 
the box—no pun intended!—and imagine truly radical futures for housing. 
Beyond the call to decommodify housing altogether, we proposed the following 
(in no particular order):

- Strengthen networks linking existing grassroots housing movements

- Regulate large, second, and vacant homes; expropriate under-used space to 
prioritize shelter for all

- Organize collective living spaces and infrastructures based on decolonial 
principles of autonomy and sharing

- Create platforms for those with lived experience of housing precarity to shape 
formal housing policy

The following pages combine data and quotes from our research with found 
images, graphs, and maps. Our collective work spans multiple national 
contexts—India, Canada, the U.S., Puerto Rico, Spain, the U.K., and Hong 
Kong—and explores the housing squeeze through the lenses of indigenous 
activism, gendered housing norms, shared living, cultures of waste, and 
street dwelling.

We hope this will be useful to housing movements, activists, students, and 
scholars alike.
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The zine-making workshop was facilitated by community artist 
and educator Ioana Simion, who works under the artistic identity 
Artizine UK.




