


Recently, there has been a growing trend toward housing models that shrink
private living space, including tiny housing, co-living, and micro-flats. While
mobile homes, single-room occupancy hotels, and self-made shanties have long
been a feature of cities, the rise of small living arrangements has accelerated
since the 2008 global financial crash. This zine was produced as part of a
workshop with housing scholars and scholar-activists from around the world,
reflecting on the minimization of domestic life.
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Before making this zine, we asked ourselves: if we could enact one change in
response to shrinking domesticity, what would it be? We aimed to think outside
the box—no pun intended!—and imagine truly radical futures for housing. ;
Beyond the call to decommodify housing altogether, we proposed the following
(inno particular order):

- Regulate large, second, and vacant homes exproprlate under-used space to
prlorltlze shelter for all

- Organlze coIIectlve I|V|ng spaces and mfrastructures based on decolonial .
pr|n0|ples of autonomy and sharlng

- Create platforms for those W|th I|ved experlence of housing precarlty to shape
formaI housmg pollcy o
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| The following pages combine data and quotes from our research with found W
. images, graphs, and maps. Our collective work spans multiple national
contexts—India, Canada, the U.S., Puerto Rico, Spain, the U.K., and Hong
| Kong—and explores the housing squeeze through the lenses of indigenous =
activism, gendered housing norms, shared living, cultures of waste, and
‘ street dwelling. -
CHEEE

We hope this will be useful to housing movements activists, students, andm ~
scholars alike. ‘
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_ wherever you get familiar’
ara night-shelter for women

Eon?

‘Home is where your heart is

- Neeru, 60 years, Gurudw

U the public convenience for bathing
h while bathing. We bring water from

“I have made my own bathing place here. 1 do not go t
10 and can fetch whatever amount &

now. I have tied a rope around and we cover it with a clot
the small temple. The priest asks for money. We pay him Rs
4, of water thereafter. He then asks for money only after a week or so again.”
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¢ metal frame)

par rehte hain (we live around th

Hum jali

Aga’ bhagwan ka ar nahz }Z()la lo amara ghar kalie halla Bha an ke har Al aja
&1
h h g C 2 W,

se hi toh hamara oh
&har chal raha hai - If there were no home for God, h
,» how would we have

run our home? It i
?1tis :
PR a— only because of God's home that our homes
3 are running

—Madhuri, Hijra, 48 years, at the Temple

g RAILWAY STATION

“My d 2 — : v
offeyrs ?}:lin;::aKa\;ltﬁ ff:els bad I live here (on the streets) and beg. My son-in-law Varu
S w};fl etlif/li; gl:;:;.l B¥t I dcl)n’t stay with them. I have only suffered all my linfe 1
¢ Temple, 1. get t i ; ;
and laughter. And therefore I am bettepr off iereos’spend time with people, share conversations
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Resistance is as important as Creativity”
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“Vancouver and western Canada used to be
viewed as backwaters, but things have Today
Vancouver feels like a truly world-class city, and the
great wildernesses that surround it—the raw moun-
tains and fjord-slashed coastline—are some of the
most beautiful natural areas I've ever seen. These days

flo g and, in their
usual hospitable way, the Canadianss gening their
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The tension
between the
bonds of tradition
and the blan-
dishments of the
American dream

Visioniof the Future
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Naivet¢ is a delicate,
perishable state of being




The zine-making workshop was facilitated by community artist
and educator loana Simion, who works under the artistic identity
Artizine UK.
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