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WHY GO TO 

UNIVERSITY?

Undergraduate Admissions 



WHY GO TO 

UNIVERSITY?

• Enhance career prospects and 

employability

• Part of job requirements

• Financial benefits

• Personal fulfilment

– In-depth study

• Transferable skills

• Life experience

– Independence and life skills

– Friends

– Building global networks

– Extra-curricular benefits



GRADUATES EARN MORE
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GRADUATES EARN MORE (CONT’D)



CHOOSING A 

COURSE

Undergraduate Admissions
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Undergraduate Admissions

What can you study at university?

Types of courses Examples

Traditional subjects History, Maths, Economics, 

Geography

Vocational courses Teaching, Pharmacy, 

Medicine, Speech and 

Language Therapy

Unusual and new courses Meteorology, Cybernetics, 

Game Design

Combined/joint courses and  

interdisciplinary courses

Mathematics  with 

Economics, PPE 

(Philosophy, Politics, 

Economics), Liberal Studies



Undergraduate Admissions

Entry 
requirements 
(e.g. A Level 

subects)

Course content 

Accreditation

SupportFacilities 

Assessment

Other 
opportunities

Remember:

Every course will look 

different at different 

universities
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CHOOSING A 

UNIVERSITY



OVER 300 

HIGHER 

EDUCATION 

INSTITUTIONS 

IN THE UK
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• LSE UG Admissions

• Russell Group university?

• Old or New?

• Big or Small?

• City or rural setting?

• Campus university vs city 

university?

• General or Specialised?

• College system?

• Close to home?

Different Universities
Other things to also consider….

• Social aspect?
• Societies and clubs

• Facilities?
• Library

• Sport facilities

• Accommodation options

• League tables
• Teaching? Research? Student 

satisfaction?

• Employer links 
• Graduate placements?



Undergraduate Admissions

• University websites and prospectuses

• Virtual tours (opendays.com)

• Other websites: 

• UCAS.com – chat to a student!

• informedchoices.ac.uk

• University guides and League tables

• Times Higher Education, Guardian, 

Unistats, The Student Room, 

Complete University Guide, National 

Student Survey (NSS)

• Virtual taster days and Masterclasses

• Student shadowing

• Social Media

RESOURCES TO HELP



Remember! There is no such thing as the 

‘best’ university – only the best university 

for you!
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• LSE UG Admissions
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APPLYING TO 

UNIVERSITY



Applications Made Via UCAS



WHAT GOES IN THE UCAS APPLICATION?

• LSE UG Admissions

Academic record

Admissions test

(only for some 
programmes and 
some universities)

UCAS personal 
statement

UCAS teacher’s 
reference

Contextual data



Yr 11

• Study hard and get the best grades you can at GCSE. 

• Start thinking about A Level options.

• Subject requirements? 

Yr 12

• Continue working hard on A Level (or equivalent) subjects.

• Predicted grades will go on your application!

• Start thinking about possible programmes of interest 

• Taster days, student shadowing opportunities, extra-curricular 
activities. Lots of options even during COVID times!

• Work experience (medicine, dentistry, health sciences) – lots of virtual 
work experience opportunities

• Late Spring & Summer (some in Autumn): Open days and virtual open 
days

Yr 13
• Apply to universities and wait for responses

• Take your A Level (or equivalent) exams



LIMITLESS POTENTIAL | LIMITLESS OPPORTUNITIES | LIMITLESS IMPACT

• Start exploring subjects that interest you

• Keep an eye out for other opportunities to experience university

• Work hard to get the best grades you can.

• TALK to people in your community and teachers about their experiences.

WHAT ELSE CAN YOU DO NOW?



▪ Sports

▪ Debating

▪ Volunteering

▪ University summer schools or 

other similar programmes

▪ Work experience (for medicine,  

dentistry, veterinary sciences)

✓Non-academic factors are also 

important for success. 

✓ Resilience, creativity, 

persistence etc.

Extra-curricular activities



WHAT NEXT?

• Focus on your 

studies

• Investigate your 

options

• Make the most of 

all opportunities

• Visit universities 

on Open Days/ 

virtual open days 

and tours (June 

and September)

• Be prepared for 

UCAS 


