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Margherita Scalisi    
Graduate Intern: 
Communications  
and Events

Between September 
2019 and June 2020  

Ms Sca s  supported the Centre n a  
aspects of event p ann ng  organ sat on  
promot on and commun cat ons  
n add t on to content creat on and 
adm n strat on for the SEAC s pub c 
commun cat on channe s  She a so 
contr butes to the Centres outreach 
act v t es  ts pub cat ons and fund ng 
opportun t es  Ms Sca s  was awarded 
a BA n Po t cs and Econom cs from the 
Un vers ty of M an (2017) and an MSc n 
nternat ona  Re at ons from SE (2018)  

where she comp eted her thes s on an 
ana ys s of the “fa ed state  abe  Before 
jo n ng the Centre  she was work ng n 
commun cat ons and programm ng 
for the Un ted Nat ons Deve opment 
Programmes As a and the Pac fic 
Reg ona  Hub n Bangkok  Tha and  
and work ng as a free ance journa st  

Murray Mckenzie    
Postdoctoral Research 
Assistant and Research 
Officer

Dr Mckenz e ass sts 
Br t sh Academy

funded research project  The Urban 
Spectre of Global China: Mechanisms, 
Consequences, and Alternatives for 
Urban Futures  and undertakes SEAC s 
project on COVID 19 and Southeast 
Asia  He ho ds a PhD n Geography and 
Urban Stud es from UC  and an MA n 
Commun ty and Reg ona  P ann ng from 
the Un vers ty of Br t sh Co umb a   
H s research focuses on the ro es of the 
arts  cu ture  and the r contestat on n 
processes of urban growth and change  
H s doctora  thes s nvest gated how 
co aborat ve art st c pract ces have 
served as p atforms for commun ty 
bu d ng n urban v ages of outer Be j ng  
Pr or to jo n ng SE  Dr Mckenz e was 
a Postgraduate Teach ng Ass stant at 
UC  res ded as a V s t ng Sen or Scho ar 
at Pek ng Un vers ty  and performed 
as a tour ng mus c an n Europe  North 
Amer ca  and East and Southeast As a  

Yi Jin     
Postdoctoral Research 
Assistant

Between Apr  2019  
and January 2020   
Dr J n ass sted SEAC s 

Br t sh Academy funded research 
project  The Urban Spectre of Global 
China: Mechanisms, Consequences, 
and Alternatives for Urban Futures unt  
January 2020  Dr J n ho ds a PhD n 
Human Geography and Urban Stud es 
from SE and an MA n Soc o ogy from 
Pek ng Un vers ty  H s research focuses 
on the po t ca  econom c and soc a  
d mens ons of urban change  part cu ar y 
n Ch na  Dr J n s a so work ng on the 
chang ng og c of urban governance 
under y ng Ch nese urban po c es and 
the ssue of urban mater a ty  

SEAC MANAGEMENT 
COMMITTEE
The Management Committee convenes meetings to discuss prioritised agendas and help 
ensure that the Centre’s activities and resources are effectively managed in accordance with the 
Centre’s objectives and the School’s policies and guidelines. The Committee is also expected to 
provide consultation for the Centre’s direction and development and make contributions to the 
Centre’s activities. 

Members*

• �Professor Hyun Bang Sh n (Cha r   
Centre D rector) 

• �Dr ee Mager (Centre Manager)

• �Professor Susana Mourato (ex offic o  
Head of the Department of Geography 
and Env ronment) 

• �Dr Cather ne A erton (SEAC Assoc ate  
Dept of Anthropo ogy) 

• �Professor John S de  (SEAC Assoc ate  
Dept of Government & Dept of 
nternat ona  Re at ons)

* For the 2020/21 Academic Year, Prof. Kent Deng (Department of Economic History) is joining the Management Committee.  
Dr Do Young Oh (new Interim Centre Manager) and Prof. Steve Gibbons (new Head of the Department of Geography and Environment)  
are replacing Dr Lee Mager and Prof. Susana Mourato respectively.
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LSE-Southeast Asia Early Career 
Researcher (ECR) Network

Overv ew of ECR Network members (as of June 2020)

Country research specialism	 Female	 Male	 Total

ASEAN / transnat ona 		 3	 9	 12
Cambod a		  4	 4	 8
Indones a		  13	 8	 21
Laos		  3	 3	 6
Ma ays a		  5	 5	 10
Myanmar		  5	 4	 9
Ph pp nes		  3	 4	 7
S ngapore		  4	 3	 7

ha and		  3	 2	 5
V etnam		  3	 2	 5

Total		  46	 44	 89
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RESEARCH FOCUS

Urbanisation: to enqu re nto urban sat on beyond demograph c 
transformat ons and exam ne contemporary and h stor c 
exper ences that encompass the po t cs and the econom cs of 
urban sat on/c ty mak ng  Top cs of nterest for examp e may 
nc ude  but are not m ted to  the promot on of urban sat on 
as a state project  the po t cs of and use  d sp acement and 
d spossess on  rea  estate  gentr ficat on  cr t ca  d scourses on 
the use of As an c t es as reference po nts for (re )deve op ng 
c t es n the G oba  South  

Connectivity: to exam ne trans reg ona  or nternat ona  
connct v ty n terms of peop e  bu t env ronments and nature  
The theme may poss b y concern  for examp e  po cy networks  
nfrastructura  connect ons  spec a  econom c zones as noda  
po nts for cross border nvestments and trades  transnat ona  
rea  estate dr ves  trade re at ons  h stor c and contemporary 
m grat on  k nsh p or re g ous nks  nterconnected ecosystems 
such as the Mekong R ver bas n

Governance: to exp ore the governance that nvo ves 
transnat ona  nat ona  and sub nat ona  actors who p ay 
the r ro es d rect y and/or nd rect y n the process of mak ng 
dec s ons that may have soc o econom c mpacts upon 
peop e and p aces  Examp es of top cs nc ude  state bus ness 
re at ons  transnat ona  or reg ona  co operat on  grassroots 
po t cs of democrat sat on  gender po t cs  ethn c and cross
border re at ons  communa  conf cts

SEAC generates and supports 
interdisciplinary research on Southeast 
Asia by bringing together researchers and 
providing a platform for critical debates for 
analysis of the region in global contexts.  
The Centre encourages wider perspectives, 
paying attention not only to intra-regional 
or local dimensions but also to the ways 
in which Southeast Asia can enter into 
conversation with its neighbouring regions 
and the world. SEAC’s focus is on three 
key, intersecting themes: urbanisation, 
connectivity and governance:
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COVID-19 and Southeast Asia
COV D 19 presents huge cha enges to governments  bus nesses  c v  soc et es 
and peop e from a  wa ks of fe  but ts mpact s a so very much uneven and 
var egated  COV D 19 a so revea s the ex st ng contrad ct ons and nequa t es n 
our soc ety  and compe s us to quest on what t means to return to the norma  
Th s project s a desk based arch va  research to comp e the n t a  pub shed 
responses to the COV D 19 cr ses  ref ect upon what the cr ses mean for 
urban sat on  governance and connect v ty n Southeast As a  and contemp ate  
the post COV D 19 urban futures

Project Team: 

Principal Investigator: 	 Prof  Hyun Bang Sh n  D rector  SE SEAC 

Research Officer: 	 Dr Do Young Oh  Research �Officer  SE SEAC 

Research Officer:	 Dr Murray Mckenz e  Research Officer  SE SEAC

Asian Capital and the Rise of Smart Urbanism
n September 2019  SEAC n t ated 

a new research project that a ms to 
ana yse and compare how As an c t es 
have r sen to become reference po nts 
for the deve opment of c t es n the 
G oba  South  The project exam nes the 
exper ence of As an cap ta  nvo ved n 
bu d ng new c t es branded as smart 
c t es n Kuwa t and the Ph pp nes   
The Kuwa t study s funded by the 
Kuwa t programme Research Grant  
from the SE M dd e East Centre

Project Team: 

Principal Investigator: 	� Prof  Hyun Bang Sh n  D rector of SEAC   
and Professor of Geography and Urban 
Stud es n the Department of Geography  
and Env ronment  SE 

Research Officer: 	� Dr Do Young Oh  SE SEAC  SE M dd e  
East Centre

Overseas Research Assistant: 	 Mr Marco Sard o ( ndependent Consu tant)
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Panel II – Smart Cities in Southeast Asia 
Chair: Prof  John S de  ( SE SEAC)
Panellists:  
Prof  R chard Gr ffiths (Un vers ty of e den)  
“The seas that bind us: ASEAN connectivity and China’s BRI” 

Dr Guan e m (Nanyang Techno og ca  Un vers ty)  
“Is China buying up Southeast Asia? Investment, infrastructure, 
and development” 

Dr Champa Pate  (Chatham House)  
“Lessons from South Asia: Chinese outbound investment in Sri 
Lanka”

Keynote: 
Prof  Nym a P mente  S mbu an (Un vers ty of the  
Ph pp nes Man a) 
“Human r ghts as the foundat on of good governance   
The ron es of the Ph pp ne exper ence  

Panel III – Electoral politics in Southeast Asia 
from a grassroots perspective
Chair: Dr Cather ne A erton ( SE SEAC)
Panellists:  
sabe  Dunstan (Chatham House)  

“How secur t sat on of the nternet cha enges democrat c  
ga ns n Southeast As a  
Dr Mer yna m (Car eton Un vers ty Canada)  
“Nat ona sm  re g on  and med a for e ectora  po t cs n 
Southeast As a  
Dr Maung Zarn  ( ORSEA)  
“The e ectora  po t cs of race/ethn c ty  gender  c ass and fa th 
n post  ndependence co on a  states n Southeast As a  
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ASEAS UK CONFERENCE 
SEAC and the Association of Southeast Asian Studies (UK) have agreed to jointly organise 
the Association’s 50th anniversary conference, to be hosted at the LSE. This was originally 
scheduled for 4-6 September 2020, but has been postponed, subject to space availability,  
to 2021 due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

Conference overview: 
Today s Southeast As a s an 
ncreas ng y prosperous reg on  
Techno og ca  nnovat on  educat on  
new nvestments n nfrastructure  
countr es n the reg on have much to 
ce ebrate  At the same t me  s gn ficant 
sect ons of the reg ons popu at on are 
exper enc ng ever more precar ous 
ves  The cha enges posed by the 

c mate cr s s  natura  hazards  resource 

appropr at ons  urban sat on  ndustr a  
expans on and  po t ca  conf ct can 
fa  d sproport onate y on those on the 
marg ns  What needs to be changed 
to create shared and susta nab e 
prosper ty? 
ASEAS50@ SE s to exp ore th s quest on 
across a ser es of nterd sc p nary 
pane s  framed by keynote speeches 
from ead ng experts on the rap d 
transformat on of Southeast As a

NETWORK BUILDING
n add t on to the pub c events 

programme  SEAC a so we comes 
opportun t es for engag ng w th 
externa  scho ars and offic a s to bu d 
re at onsh ps and exp ore potent a  
co aborat on  n the 2019/20 Academ c 
Year  SEAC we comed Her Exce ency 
Ms oo Ch  Hs a  H gh Comm ss oner 
for the Repub c of S ngapore to the 

Un ted K ngdom of Great Br ta n and 
Northern re and  to d scuss SE s and 
SEAC s work n S ngapore  and Prof  Ra f 
Emmers  Dean of S  Rajaratnam Schoo  
of nternat ona  Stud es and Pres dent s 
Cha r n nternat ona  Re at ons   
Nanyang Techno og ca  Un vers ty  
S ngapore) to d scuss potent a   
research co aborat ons  
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PUBLICATIONS AND MEDIA
In 2019/20 SEAC created a brand new one-stop resource for all our event podcasts and books, 
research articles and book chapters authored by Centre staff and Associates published since 2014. 
The webpage can be accessed here: lse.ac.uk/seac/Publications-and-Media  

n add t on  SEAC cont nues to pub sh 
b og art c es  both n the ma n SEAC 
Med um B og (medium.com/@lseseac) 
and the SEAC supported SE e d 
Research Method ab (blogs.lse.ac.uk/
fieldresearch)  The b ogs pub shed n 
2019/20 are

• �Smart Urbanism and the Common Good
    �Dr Suraya sma  Director of Research, 

Khazanah Research Institute

• �Infectious disease in an urban society
    �Prof  Roger Ke , Faculty of Environmental 

Studies, York University Toronto

• �Managing COVID-19 on an increasingly  
urbanised planet

    �Dr Cre ghton Conno y  Senior Lecturer 
in Development Studies and the Global 
South, University of Lincoln

• �Is China buying up Southeast Asia? 
nvestment  nfrastructure  and 

deve opment
    �Dr Guan e m  Research Fellow 

at the Nanyang Centre for Public 
Administration, Nanyang Technological 
University, Singapore

• �Human Rights as the Foundation of 
Good Governance: The Ironies of the 
Philippine Experience

    �Prof  Nym a P mente  S mbu an  
Professor and Vice Chancellor for 
Academic Affairs, University of the 
Philippines Manila and Executive 
Director of Philippines Human Rights 
Information Centre (PhilRights)

• �Ethnographic construction of a road: 
Notes on a nodal approach to a more-
than-conventional field site

    �X m n Zhou  Researcher at Civic 
Exchange (Hong Kong)

• �Traversing the ethnographic route to 
meet disaster-affected populations: 
Ethical dilemmas during a monsoon 
fieldwork in Assam, India

    �Mausum  Chet a  PhD researcher at 
the International Institute of Social 
Studies, Erasmus University Rotterdam 
(ISS EUR)

• �Four Challenges in Creative 
Collaboration and Non-Extraction: 
Notes from the Field amidst the 
Philippine Drug War

    �Mar a Kar a Ab ga  Pang nan  
Development Worker and Urban 
Planner; Maria Carmen Fernandez, 
Spatial Planner; Nastassja Quijano, 
Development Consultant; Immanuel 
Cedrik Forbes, Freelance Policy 
Consultant

• �Preparing for Research Abroad: 
Fieldwork Requirements in Rwanda

    �Sangwon Park  PhD candidate in 
International Development, University 
of Edinburgh; Célestin Shema, a Project 
Coordinator, Prison Fellowship Rwanda

• �In search of meaningful data
    �Sujee Jung  PhD Candidate at the 

Edward J. Bloustein School of Planning 
and Public Policy, Rutgers University












