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Transitional justice in process is the � rst book to comprehensively study the 
Tunisian transitional justice process. A� er the fall of the Ben Ali regime in 
2011, Tunisia swi� ly began dealing with its authoritarian past and initiated 
a comprehensive transitional justice process, with the Truth and Dignity 
Commission as its central institution. However, instead of bringing about 
peace and justice, transitional justice soon became an arena of contention. 
� rough a process lens, the book explores why and how the transitional 
justice process evolved, and explains how it relates to the country’s political 
transition.

Based on extensive � eld research in Tunisia and the United States, and 
interviews with a broad range of Tunisian and international stakeholders and 
decision-makers, Transitional justice in process provides an in-depth analysis 
of a crucial period, beginning with the � rst initiatives aimed at dealing with 
the past and seeking justice and accountability. It discusses the development 
and design of the transitional justice mandate, and looks at the performance 
of transitional justice institutions in practice. It examines the role of 
international justice professionals in di� erent stages of the process, as well as 
the alliances and frictions between di� erent actor groups that cut across the 
o� en-assumed local-international divide. Transitional justice in process makes 
an essential contribution to literature on the domestic and international 
politics of transitional justice, and in particular to the understanding of the 
Tunisian transitional justice process.
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ENDORSEMENTS
‘� is is a serious and thorough treatment 
of an important topic that provides a 
number of valuable insights.’
Charles Tripp, SOAS,
University of London

‘An original contribution to our understanding of the so-called Arab 
Spring, this erudite book illuminates the place of transitional justice in 

Tunisia’s political prospects. A rewarding read for a broad
interdisciplinary audience.’

Ruti Teitel, Ernst C. Stiefel Professor of Comparative Law,
author of Transitional Justice and Globalizing Transitional Justice


