
 Understanding the social and cultural context of transport accessibility in Kuwait 
  

  



•  Objec&ves:	
  	
  
– To	
  measure	
  the	
  spa&al	
  equity	
  of	
  access	
  to	
  the	
  public	
  
transport	
  system	
  

– To	
  examine	
  their	
  role	
  in	
  shaping	
  the	
  travel	
  decisions	
  
and	
  mode	
  choice	
  

– To	
  inves&gate	
  the	
  role	
  of	
  non-­‐spa&al	
  factors	
  (i.e.	
  
social	
  and	
  cultural)	
  in	
  shaping	
  travel	
  behavior	
  and	
  
mode	
  choice	
  

•  Data	
  and	
  methods	
  
– Mixed	
  methods	
  study:	
  quan&ta&ve	
  and	
  qualita&ve	
  
data	
  analysis	
  

– Spa&al	
  analysis	
  of	
  the	
  data	
  from	
  ‘Resource	
  
Urbanisms’	
  -­‐	
  Big	
  thank	
  you	
  to	
  LSE	
  Ci&es	
  



Objec&ves:	
  	
  
– To	
  measure	
  the	
  spa&al	
  equity	
  of	
  access	
  to	
  the	
  public	
  
transport	
  system	
  

– To	
  examine	
  their	
  role	
  in	
  shaping	
  the	
  travel	
  decisions	
  
and	
  mode	
  choice	
  

– To	
  inves&gate	
  the	
  role	
  of	
  non-­‐spa&al	
  factors	
  (i.e.	
  
social	
  and	
  cultural)	
  in	
  shaping	
  travel	
  behavior	
  and	
  
mode	
  choice	
  

Data	
  and	
  methods	
  
– Mixed	
  methods	
  study:	
  quan&ta&ve	
  and	
  qualita&ve	
  
data	
  analysis	
  

– Spa&al	
  analysis	
  of	
  the	
  data	
  from	
  ‘Resource	
  
Urbanisms’	
  -­‐	
  Big	
  thank	
  you	
  to	
  LSE	
  Ci&es	
  



Kuwaiti Context and Specific Challenges 



Source:	
  LSE	
  Ci&es	
  Resource	
  Urbanisms,	
  2018	
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(Source:	
  based	
  on	
  2011	
  data	
  from	
  PACI	
  and	
  EMISK,	
  Kuwait)	
  



Source:	
  LSE	
  Ci&es	
  Resource	
  Urbanisms,	
  2018	
  



Spa$al	
  analysis:	
  	
  accessibility	
  to	
  bus	
  stops	
  



Source:	
  LSE	
  Ci&es	
  Resource	
  Urbanisms,	
  2018	
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  km	
   Private	
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Historical	
  growth	
  in	
  the	
  popula$on,	
  private	
  cars	
  and	
  major	
  roads	
  in	
  Kuwait	
  	
  

(Source:	
  Annual	
  Sta&s&cal	
  Bulle&ns	
  from	
  Kuwait’s	
  Central	
  Sta&s&cs	
  Bureau;	
  various	
  
years	
  with	
  missing	
  data)	
  



Kuwai$	
  Popula$on:	
  	
   Non-­‐Kuwai$	
  Popula$on:	
  

Source:	
  LSE	
  Ci&es	
  Resource	
  Urbanisms,	
  2018	
  



Residential Stratification 
Isolated Populations 
Drastic Income Inequality  
Strong Cultural Legacy due to rapid growth  
 

	
  



Methods: Qualitative Approach 



 - Focus Groups ( 4 + public discussion) - mixed 
 - In-depth Interviews – gender specific (3 female domestic 

 workers (Indian, Ethiopian, and Filipino), 1 foreign 
 middle-income retail worker (Filipino), and 2 Kuwaiti 
 women of different ages   

 - Limitations 
	
  



Findings – and Key Insights 



Four Categories of “invisible” female transport challenges:  
 
1)  Low income, foreign national – domestic workers (Tend to be 

Ethiopian, Filipina, Indian, Bangladeshi, and so forth) 
  
2) Middle Income, foreign national  (Tend to be Filipina, Lebanese, 

 Syrian, Egyptian, and so forth).  
  
3) High income, foreign national (‘Western’, Lebanese, Jordanian, 

 Indian, and so forth).  
  
4) Kuwaiti nationals (both middle income and high income)  
 
 
 
 



1)  Low income, foreign national – domestic workers (Tend to be 
Ethiopian, Filipina, Indian, Bangladeshi, and so forth) 

  

Source:	
  Kuwait	
  and	
  the	
  next	
  genera&on	
  -­‐	
  VPRO	
  documentary,	
  2019	
  



2) Middle Income, foreign national (retail, admin, etc.)  (Tend to be 
Filipina, Lebanese, Syrian, Egyptian, and so forth).  

Source:	
  Kuwait	
  and	
  the	
  next	
  genera&on	
  -­‐	
  VPRO	
  documentary,	
  2019	
  



3) High income, foreign national (‘Western’, Lebanese, Jordanian, 
Indian, and so forth).  

Source:	
  Kuwait	
  and	
  the	
  next	
  genera&on	
  -­‐	
  VPRO	
  documentary,	
  2019	
  



4) Kuwaiti nationals (both middle income and high income)  

Source:	
  Kuwait	
  and	
  the	
  next	
  genera&on	
  -­‐	
  VPRO	
  documentary,	
  2019	
  



‘Explanatory’	
  social	
  and	
  cultural	
  
structures	
  driving	
  behaviour	
  	
  

•  dominantly	
  male	
  public	
  culture	
  
•  dominant	
  local	
  vs.	
  expatriate	
  divide	
  
•  Thirdly,	
  a	
  shared,	
  albeit	
  some&mes	
  interrogated,	
  
fidelity	
  towards	
  tradi$on	
  as	
  an	
  organizer	
  of	
  
society	
  -­‐mainly	
  affects	
  Kuwai&	
  men	
  and	
  women.	
  

•  Fourthly,	
  the	
  culture	
  of	
  status,	
  entertainment,	
  
and	
  class	
  associated	
  with	
  private	
  vehicles,	
  both	
  
for	
  those	
  who	
  create	
  and	
  propagate	
  that	
  
symbolism,	
  and	
  those	
  who	
  feel	
  excluded	
  from	
  it.	
  	
  



Takeaways, and Moving Forward 
•  Reem	
  Alfahad	
  -­‐	
  	
  ralfahadresearch@gmail.com	
  
•  Muhammed	
  Adeel	
  –	
  drmuadeel@gmali.com	
  


