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"The innovative, deeply researched, and interdisciplinary chapters in this volume take us
beyond the conventional paradigm of Kurds vs. states through their incisive examination
of the layers of two open Middle Eastern wounds: the Kurdish issue and the Yezidi
tragedy. By weaving together the complicated history and intercommunal relations
between the Kurds and the Yezidis, as well as the groups dominating them, the
empirically rich essays provide a nuanced account of the factors that have shaped
Kurdish and Yezidi identities and their cross-pollinations. Scholars and students of
inter-communal relations, ethnic identity, and nationalism will find a mine of information
and a multitude of cases to draw on." Sabri Ates, Southern Methodist University, USA

"This book collects interesting papers on Kurdish and Yazidi studies and tries to
connect the two fields with each other. Focused on Iraq and Turkey it connects Kurdish
and Yazidi experiences and perception as minorities in the Middle East." Thomas
Schmidinger, University of Vienna, Austria 
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The diversity of Kurdish communities across the Middle East is now recognized as central to understanding both the challenges and
opportunities for their representation and politics. Yet little scholarship has focused on the complexities within these different groups
and the range of their experiences. This book diversifies the literature on Kurdish Studies by offering close analyses of subjects which
have not been adequately researched, and in particular, by highlighting the Kurds’ relationship to the Yazidis. Case studies include:
the political ideas of Ehmede Xani, “the father of Kurdish nationalism”; Kurdish refugees in camps in Iraq; the perception of the Kurds
by Armenians in the late Ottoman Empire and the Turks in modern Western Turkey; and the important connections and shared
heritage of the Kurds and the Yazidis, especially in the aftermath of the 2014 ISIS attacks. 

The book comprises the leading voices in Kurdish Studies and combines in-depth empirical work with theoretical and conceptual
discussions to take the debates in the field in new directions. The study is divided into three thematic sections to capture new
insights into the heterogeneous aspects of Kurdish history and identity. In doing so, contributors explain why we need to pay close
attention to the shifting identities and the diversity of the Kurds, and what implications this has for Middle East Studies and Minority
Studies more generally.

Günes Murat Tezcür is the Jalal Talabani Chair of Kurdish Political Studies and Professor of Political Science at the University of
Central Florida where he also directs the Kurdish Political Studies Program. He is the editor of The Oxford Handbook of Turkish
Politics (2021) and A Century of Kurdish Politics (2019) and published the monograph Muslim Reformers in Iran and Turkey (2010).
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