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 Introduction 

Although ethnic minority media exist, in most cases, to redress the often inadequate, imbalanced and sometimes inaccurate representation of ethnic minorities by the ‘mainstream’ or national media, they nonetheless are affected and influenced by the prevailing national media culture, laws and policies. Any insightful discussion of the status and role of minority media must therefore include an assessment of the overall national media culture in which such minority media exist. Discussion of the national media culture inevitably incorporates the larger social, economic and political influences on the growth, development and performance of the media in that particular society. 

Minority media render valuable services to the members of minority ethnic groups and to the larger multi-ethnic population of the society. The role and performance of ethnic minority media can therefore be understood only in relation to the people they represent – minority ethnic groups - and those – minority ethnic groups and the larger society - they serve. The first part of this essay examines the profound ethnic and cultural transformations that have taken place in Ireland in recent years and details both the reasons responsible for them and the reaction of the government and the non-immigrant population. The next section discusses the growth and development of the mass media in Ireland, followed by an examination of the laws and policies governing the behaviour of media practitioners and media systems. The last part, which deals with ethnic minority media in Ireland, gives a brief insight into the scope and character of the rapidly expanding minority media sector and concludes with a map of these media.  

Migrants and ethnic minorities in Ireland

Ireland, until the very recent past, was a country of re-occurring and sometimes massive emigration. This, however, does not mean that there were no immigrants and minority ethnic groups in the country before the pronounced presence of the visible ‘other’ from the 1990s. Ronit Lentin (2001) sums up the views of Fintan O’Toole (2000; 2002), Piarais MacEinri (2000), and Robbie McVeigh (1992; 2002) when she wrote: “… racism and multi-ethnicity have been a reality in Ireland long before the moral panics created by the arrival of a relatively small number of asylum seekers in the 1990s.” Prior to the mid-1990s when in-migration surpassed out-migration for the first time, immigration to Ireland was low, intermittent and mainly from the United Kingdom, the United States of America and continental Europe. The immigrant groups consisted mainly of retirees and high-skills immigration (mostly non-permanent) within the multinational sector (MacEinri, 2001).

The Traveller Community is the most prominent and largest indigenous minority ethnic group in Ireland today. The 1996 Census, reported on the website of Central Statistics Office (CSO), put the number of Travellers counted in halting sites, encampments, caravans and mobile homes at 10,891, which meant that 3 persons in 1000 of the overall population was a Traveller (Statistical Bulletin, December 1998). There were an estimated 30,000 Travellers in 2001, according to information published by Pavee Point on its website (Paveepoint, 2002). 

The Jewish population, once a thriving community in the Greater Dublin Area, still maintains a dwindling presence in the south of the city, mostly on the South Circular Road and around Portobello. Katrina Goldstone (2002), Dermot Keogh (1998) and Ronit Lentin (2000) have shed enormous light on the contributions made by Jews, the first of whom arrived in Ireland in the late 18th Century, to the social, cultural, economic and political development of the country.

There has also been a largely unacknowledged presence of people of Islamic and Asian backgrounds, Italians, Chinese and Africans in Ireland. There is an appalling dearth of basic information on these minority ethnic groups as the state, apparently bent on promoting a mono-ethnic and mono-cultural image of Ireland, did not deem it fit to commission a scientific investigation of the different communities. The 2002 census is unlikely to alter the situation substantially because the government, contrary to the advice of academics, pressure groups and the state-owned National Consultative Committee on Racism and Interculturalism (NCCRI), refused to include ‘an ethnic origin’ question in the questionnaire. However, recent efforts by scholars and academics, (White, 2000; Smith and Mutwarasibo, 2000; Ugba, 2002; Detona, 2002; Quayan, 2002) many of them from minority ethnic groups, have provided a better understanding of some of these groups. 

The economic boom of the 1990s (also known as the Celtic Tiger) and a dramatic rise in the general East-West and South-North migrations resulted in the most profound change in the volume and categories of newcomers to Ireland. The Celtic Tiger was itself the result of an economic thrust that encouraged Direct Foreign Investment (DFI) into Ireland, beginning in the late 1950s when the government dumped protectionist economic policies for a more open one (Sweeney, 1999; Murphy, 1998; Allen, 2000). Further incentives, including zero (and later low) export taxes, for multi-national companies to relocate to Ireland were introduced in the 1990s (MacEinri, 2001). This measure, coupled with the introduction of the Partnership for Prosperity and Fairness
 (PPF), made Ireland an investment paradise for the multinational companies. 

As the multinationals came into Ireland in droves, the economy experienced growth in real term. Close to half a million new jobs were created between 1991 and 2000 amounting to a 43 percent addition to the labour force. The unemployment rate fell drastically, from over 15 percent in 1993 to 6 percent in 1999 and to 3.9 percent in March 2001.  Towards the end of the 1990s, economic experts were warning that manpower shortage could pose a serious problem to continued economic growth. The government, among other measures, reached out to outsiders – non-Irish nationals and returning Irish migrants in order to meet employers’ demand for labour. 

Between 1995 and 2000 approximately a quarter of a million people immigrated to Ireland, about 7 percent of the 1996 population. Half of these were returned Irish migrants and just over 30 percent came from the UK and continental Europe. According to statistics from the Central Statistics Office (CSO, 2000), only 29,400 or 12 percent over the five years came from outside Europe and the US, continuing a trend that began before the increased in-migration (MacEinri, 2001).  Net migration (the balance between inward and outward migration) reached 26,300 in 2001, as against 20,000 in April 2000. The total number of immigrants increased to 46,200 in 2001 while the number of emigrants declined to 19,900, the first time it fell to that level in many years. The Chinese were, in 2001, the largest group of non-European and non-EEA migrants to Ireland, a position usually occupied by the citizens of the United States (Ingoldsby, 2002).

In recent years, the majority of migrants (excluding returning Irish migrants) from outside the UK and the EU were mostly workers and students. Some came in as spouses or relatives of established immigrants. Statistics on students and family re-unification migrants are sketchy and unreliable. Most of the information and statistics on foreign students are gathered from the Higher Education Authority (HEA), the Irish Tourist Board and from official pronouncements of state departments and officials. The HEA 2000/01 statistics on foreign students in 11 Irish tertiary institutions shows a total of 5,826 (www.hea.ie/pub_rep/Statistics). The HEA statistics, it must be emphasised, do not include the thousands of people that come to Ireland every year to learn the English language, some of whom stay on in the country after completing their course.

The Bord Failte's (www.ireland.travel.ie/tourism facts) Survey of Overseas Travellers in 2000 showed that about 99,000 said they came into Ireland to study the English Language. This figure represented a slight decrease to the 139,000 who came into Ireland in 1998 for the same purpose and the 116,000 in 1999. However, these figures may have underestimated the actual number of people coming to Ireland to study the English Language because the survey only covers respondents that are 16 years and above. Those residing in the country for over one year are also excluded from the surveys. 

Statistics on labour migrants, judged by the number of work permits issued by the state, appear to be more accessible and reliable. In 1999, the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment issued a total of 6,262 work permits (including renewals) as against the 5,716 it issued in 1998. This figure rose to 18,061 in 2000 and doubled to 36,431 in 2001. The highest number of permits in 2000 and 2001 was issued to Latvians (4,364), followed by Lithuanians (2,909), Polish (2,497) and the Filipinos (2,472). In the years before 2000, the United States consistently had the highest number of applicants, followed by India, South Africa and Australia. 

The other group of economic migrants to have entered Ireland in the 50s and 60s were the Germans, many of whom settled in the west of Ireland as economic investors or entrepreneurs (O’Brein, 1992). According to the 1971 census, 388 Germans were resident in Ireland in 1961 but this number rose sharply to 2,066 in 1971 (census, 1971). However, these figures refer to only those Germans who declared Ireland as their country of primary residence. As Marshall Tracy (2000) and Brenda O’Brein (1992) noted, many Germans living in Ireland claimed Germany as their place of primary residence for tax reasons. 

The other main categories of migrants to Ireland in recent years are asylum seekers and refugees. The increase in the number of asylum applications from the mid-1990s appeared to have shocked and bewildered the great majority of people, judging by the reaction of the government and some sections of the indigenous population. The increase in asylum, in my view, was predictable. Developments in other European countries, especially in Germany, Sweden, the United Kingdom and The Netherlands, which were already experiencing a rise in the number of those seeking asylum ought to have served as indicators of what could happen in Ireland.

Moreover, the 1980s and 1990s witnessed dramatic and, sometimes, violent social and political changes in many countries in the former Communist Europe, Africa and Asia. Most of these changes were preceded, accompanied or trailed by massive human rights abuses. In Germany, the Berlin Wall fell in 1989 and soon after, the USSR disintegrated into smaller restive political/ethnic entities, their citizens eager for a taste of the ultimate freedom they had been told, during the Cold War propaganda, existed only in the West. In Africa, the war in Sudan intensified; anarchy took over Somalia, Sierra Leone and Liberia while brutal military dictators continued to oppress ordinary citizens in Nigeria, Burkina Faso, Ghana, and Senegal. In Asia, protracted conflicts had made Cambodia, Sri Lanka, parts of The Philippines, East Timor, and some other countries unsafe and uninhabitable. It would be wishful thinking, in my view, for any country in the West to believe that people escaping from these trouble-spots would not find their way to its borders.

Moreover, when Ireland threw its door open for foreign capital and goods, it signalled, wittingly or unwittingly, a desire to receive peoples of other culture and backgrounds (O’Toole, 2000; Cullen, 2000). International movement of goods and capital and international migration are related strands of globalisation (Sassen, 1998). The connection between them is such that it is impossible for nation-states to choose and pick which aspects to embrace and which ones to reject. The rise of Ireland to a big international player by reasons of its newfound wealth also meant that it had come to the attention of potential migrants (Cullen, 2000).

Until the late-1990s, asylum seekers came into Ireland in trickles: from 39 applicants in 1992 to 424 in 1995. This rose dramatically to 1,179 in 1996 and to 7,762 in 1999. In 2000, the figure was 10, 938 and it fell slightly to 10,325 in 2001. Last year’s applicants came from about 55 countries. Nigerians topped the list in 2000 and last year, followed by Romanians and many countries of the former Soviet Union (Dept of Justice, 2000; 2001).

Though asylum seekers constitute a tiny minority of total migrants to Ireland, they have been the focus of media and public attention more than any other group of migrants (Cullen, 2000; Guerin, 2002). Most of the coverage has been negative. There has been a general tendency to view all migrants from the South, especially from Sub-Saharan Africa, as asylum seekers and to present the asylum debate in purely derogatory and statistical terms. Ireland has manifested some difficulties or even hesitation in accepting its reversed role as an immigrant-receiving country. As Piaras Mac Einri (2001) noted: “Ethnically-based organisations of asylum seekers constitute what for Ireland is a new phenomenon: how to deal with the organised ethnicity of the ‘other’ within Irish social space.”

The term ‘refugees’ is used in Ireland to refer to those asylum seekers that have successfully processed their applications and to programme refugees. As in other EU countries, the programme refugees in Ireland arrived as a result of a deliberate government decision to waive the requirement of a formal application under the 1951 Geneva Convention and to admit a particular number from a particular country for an unspecified but short term.  According to Eilis Ward, (1999), between 1950 and 1952, 107 programme refugees were admitted into the country mostly because of pressure from the International Red Cross. The first programme refugees were the Hungarians who came to Ireland in 1956, followed by the Chileans (1973), the Vietnamese (1979), and the Baha’i from Iran (1980s). The latest and most prominent are the Bosnians and Kosovars who arrived in the 1990s (Ward, 1999).

Ireland’s response to the increased presence of immigrants 

By 2000 some organisations and individuals had become openly vocal about their discontent with the transformation in Ireland’s cultural and ethnic landscape. A poll reported in the Irish Times (1998) showed that 74 per cent of those questioned wanted strict limits on the number of refugees allowed into the State and only 17 per cent disagreed. Another poll two years later, also reported in the Irish Times (2000), showed that 70 per cent of respondents believed the majority of asylum-seekers were bogus even though fewer than one in 100 people have had any contact with asylum-seekers. In February 1999 The Irish Times had reported that 78 per cent of asylum seekers and 95 per cent of African asylum seekers had experienced racially motivated verbal or physical attacks. 

Of the 622 people interviewed in an Amnesty International report, four out of five people from ethnic minorities said they had been the victim of racism, most often on the streets or in shops or pubs (AI, 2001). Meanwhile, an Immigration Control Platform (www.immigrationcontrol.org) aimed at lobbying the government “for a tight immigration policy” took its campaign to the streets, the airwaves and the pages of newspapers, blaming immigrants for the increase in crime and diseases in Ireland. The government interpreted the steady and consistent rise in applications for asylum and work permits from the mid-1990s and, the sometimes, rancorous reception – mainly from a section of the media and the native population - accorded newcomers, as a signal to act to curtail the number of those coming in.

Beginning from the mid-1990s, issues of racism, discrimination, multiculturalism, integration and diversity, citizenship, immigration control and practices gained salience in Ireland. Though there were immigrants and ethnic minorities groups before the late 1990s, it appeared they were not numerically significant enough to cause the non-migrant population to be openly worried about their presence. Piaras MacEinri (2000) described the prevailing attitude of the majority society at the time as “an informally codified value system where those who were different knew their place”. According to him, the fact that there were no visible immigrant quarters, except for a few Jewish places in Dublin, meant that the natives had no reasons to feel threatened.

The increased presence of newcomers and people of other cultures and ethnicity from the mid-1990s provided the impetus for Ireland to re-examine its immigration policies and practices and therefore the birth of what would eventually (since the process is on-going and ever-changing) be the new Irish immigration policy
. In other words, the recent trends in the Irish immigration laws and policies were, in fact, born out of a panicky reaction to the sudden increased in in-immigrants. Little wonder the process has been riddled with errors and false starts and the general direction seems to aim at stemming the in-flow of migrants, especially asylum seekers.

Immigration and citizenship policies and practices in Ireland

The Aliens Act 1935 and the Orders (eg Aliens Order 1946) made under the Act, the Immigration Act 1999 and the Illegal Immigrants (Trafficking) Act 2000 are the principle legal instruments governing the powers of the Irish State to control the entry of immigrants into, stay in and removal from the State. The other relevant provisions of Irish laws affecting the entry and residence of non-Irish citizens are the EU Regulations on the free movement of workers and citizens of member-states. The EU provisions also apply, by extension, to EEA3 nationals and their families. Historically, Ireland has applied special and very relaxed policies to citizens of the UK. The Common Travel Area (CTA) arrangements, established by special provisions of the Aliens Order 1946, enable citizens of the UK and Ireland to move and to establish themselves in the territories of both countries. 

The 1935 Alien Act is remarkable for the enormous powers it confers on the Minister of Justice (MOJ). The 1935 Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act, the principle instrument governing the acquisition of Irish citizenship, also gives the minister wide-ranging power over naturalisation process. Section 5.1 of the Alien Act gives the MOJ the right to deport aliens, prohibit them from entering into the state and even to restrict where they may reside (Alien Act, 1935). Ireland’s immigration policy assumed a new, not necessarily a different dimension, in 1956 when Ireland signed the 1951 Geneva Convention. Also in 1956 a new Nationality and Citizenship law was passed to the replace the 1935 one. 

Once in the state, immigrants from outside the EU and the EEA countries are required to register, within three months of arrival, with their local immigration office. Renewal of registration, and of permission to remain in the State, must be sought before the expiration of the current one. Immigrants are required to keep the immigration office informed of changes in address or biographical details. An immigrant’s right to reside or remain in Ireland could come to an end in two main ways: The immigrant could leave voluntarily before the expiration of the residence permit or he/she could be removed or deported from the state under provisions of the Immigration Act 1999 (Ingoldsby, 2002). Section 3(2) empowers the Minister to deport “failed asylum seekers, those refused leave to land, those in breach of immigration conditions and those whose deportation would, in the opinion of the Minister, be conducive to the common good” (Immigration Act 1999).

Under the Illegal Immigrants (Trafficking) Act, 2000, any person who organises or knowingly facilitates the entry into the State of a person whom he or she knows to be an illegal immigrant will be guilty of an offence punishable on conviction to an unlimited fine or up to 10 years in prison or both. Provision was also made for the forfeiture of the means of transport used for trafficking in illegal immigrants. The Act also introduces a statutory scheme of judicial review in asylum and immigration cases to strengthen the deportation procedure, making it possible to arrest and imprison a failed asylum seeker who refused to submit himself/herself to the Garda for deportation (Illegal Immigrants Trafficking Act, 2000). In a joint statement, seven NGOs warned that the new law would “drive refugees into the hands of ruthless traffickers and smugglers” because of the heavy fines it stipulates for airlines, ferry companies and other carriers that transport people not in possession of proper documentation (NGOs statement on Carrier Sanction, 2001).

At the heights of Ireland’s economic prosperity and in the face of employers’ increased complaints about manpower shortages, the government, in April 1999, initiated a policy exempting a wide range of persons entirely from the Work Permit requirements. The policy affected persons with permission to remain in Ireland on humanitarian grounds having been in the asylum process, parents of an Irish citizen, spouse of an Irish national, persons on intra-corporate transfers and persons sent to train with Irish-based firms (www.justice.ie). 

In May the following year, it introduced another scheme that allowed persons with a job offer in the IT/Telecoms, construction professional or registered nursing professionals to obtain a two-year work visa or work authorisation at their local Embassy without reference to Dublin (www.justice.ie). The work permit ties a worker to a particular employer (the permit is issued to the employer, not the employee), is much shorter (usually for six months) than the work visa (which is for two years and renewable) and it is vague on the rights to family reunification (MacEinri, 2001). 

For holders of work authorisation/work visa, family members can join them once they can prove that they are gainfully employed. Both the work visa holders and those under the work authorisation scheme are not entitled to social welfare allowance and free medical care. Children (under the age of 18) of work visa holders/work authorisation are entitled to free education (MacEinri, 2001). Anyone who has £300,000 to invest can apply for a Business Permit. Holders of business permit are not entitled to free medical treatment and social welfare allowance (MacEinri, 2001).

Citizenship Policies

The 1935 Citizenship and Naturalisation Act (as amended by the 1956 Act) equally confers on the minister enormous powers in relations to who gets Irish citizenship and who doesn’t. Section 2.1 of the Act (Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1935) confers automatic citizenship on persons born inside the Irish State (ius soli) while section 2.2 gives the same right to persons of Irish descent, born of an Irish parent (ius sanguinis). The Act gives the minister no power to obstruct these entitlements. But he has an overriding authority on the naturalisation process. An applicant for naturalisation, among other requirements must have resided legally in Ireland for no fewer than five years (ius Domicile). 

Section 4.1 of the Act (as amended by the 1956 Act) emphasises the power the Minister has over the naturalisation process: “Whenever an application is duly made to the minister for a certificate of naturalisation, the Minister may, at his absolute discretion but subject to the limitations imposed by this section, either (a) grant such application and issue to the applicant a certificate of naturalisation accordingly, or (b) refuse such application” (Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956). A spouse of an Irish citizen can apply for naturalisation after three years and the discretionary power of the Minister over such application is quite limited. There is no requirement for the spouse to be resident in the state or to be of good character. When the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 2001 takes effect from on November 2002, a special naturalisation scheme that would reduce the three year waiting period would come into effect. 

Asylum Laws and Policies in Ireland

Ireland ratified the 1951 Geneva Convention in 1956 and the 1967 New York Protocol in 1969. The Refugee Act 1996, as amended by the Immigration Act 1999 and the Illegal Immigrants (Trafficking) Act 2000, which came into force on 20th November 2000, incorporate both the Convention and the Protocol into Irish laws (www.irishrefugeecouncil.ie). The Refugee Act establishes the independent Office of the Refugee Applications Commissioner (RAC), which is responsible for examining asylum claims in the initial stages and for making recommendations. The Refugee Appeals Tribunal (RAT) hears appeals arising from the decisions of the RAC. 
Under the Act, an asylum seeker who has gained entrance into the territories of the Irish state can apply for asylum at the port of entry, Garda (police) station or at the Refugee Application Centre. The applicant could appeal a negative decision to the Refugee Appeals Tribunal (RAT). If he/she gets a negative response from the RAT, he could appeal to the Minster of Justice for the right to remain in Ireland on humanitarian grounds or challenge the decisions of the RAT in court. Although the administrative structure that processes asylum applications has been improved in recent years, there were backlogs of 9,708 cases in February 2002 (www.irishrefugeecouncil.ie).

Although asylum-seeking children in Ireland are entitled to first and second level education, adults are not entitled to attend third level education or post leaving certificate courses without having to pay the exorbitant non-EU fees. They are also not entitled to maintenance grants from Local Authorities. Currently, asylum seekers are entitled to a medical card for free general practitioner services, and to exceptional needs payments through Community Welfare Officers (CWO), to a voluntary medical screening and other specialised services (www.irishrefugeecouncil.ie). 

The right to legal representation is secured indirectly under the Refugee Act 1996 (as amended), which requires that the Refugee Applications Commissioner inform the applicant of his or her right to legal representation. In February 1999, the (Refugee Legal Service) RLS was established under the auspices of the Legal Aid Board to provide independent legal assistance at all stages of the procedure to persons applying for asylum in Ireland. The service is means-tested, and the applicant’s disposable income must be less than €13,000 per annum. Applicants pay a €6 legal aid contribution on registration and €29 at the appeal stage or judicial review stage ((www.irishrefugeecouncil.ie/)).

The Mass Media Ireland

The growth and development of the mass media in Ireland has been greatly influenced by developments in Great Britain mostly because of the historical, political and economic ties between the two countries but also because of geographical proximity. From their inception in the 17th century, newspapers in Ireland have been mainly commercial private entities, established mostly by businessmen intent on profit and information dissemination although a majority of them demonstrated strong ideological and political slants in their contents (Horgan, 2001).

Most newspapers in Ireland in the 17th and 18th centuries largely supported the union with Britain or at least weren’t critical of it. The distinct exceptions were the Freeman’s Journal, which became the megaphone of the Irish Parliamentary Party in the 19th Century and the Irish Press, established in 1931 by Eamon de Valera, leader of the Finna Fail Republican party, to shore up public support for the party. The first commercial newspaper established in Ireland was the Irish Intelligencer, in 1662, followed by the Freeman’s Journal, described by Professor John Horgan (2001:6) as “the most enthusiastic supporter” of the newly independent government in Dublin. 

The Limerick Chronicle, the oldest surviving newspaper in Ireland, made its debut in 1766. The increase in literacy rate and the abolition of taxes on newspapers in the mid-19th century stimulated the growth of more newspapers – the Cork Examiner (now called the Irish Examiner) in 1841 and the Irish Times, aimed at the protestant upper and middle-class, in 1859. The Irish Daily Independence (which became the Irish Independence in 1905) was established in 1891 and it was mostly associated with the Republican cause and with the fast-growing Catholic middle-class. The Irish Independent and the Irish Times are Ireland’s biggest and most widely circulated indigenous morning newspapers (www.nni.ie/circfigs1.htm), jointly commanding over 80 percent of the total market. In the immediate period before 1922 when ‘Home Rule’ began, many politically-motivated publications rose and fell (Horgan, 2001:6).  

Ireland experienced a boom in publishing activities in the 1960 due to an upswing in the number of post-primary and higher education students and the relaxation of censorship laws (Committee on Industrial Progress CIP reported in Stapleton, 1974:22). From the mid-1980s significant new developments resulted to fundamental changes in the electronic and print media. The monopoly of the state-owned broadcasting corporation was terminated with the establishment of Ireland’s first private commercial radio – Century Radio – in 1989. Many new periodicals hit the newsstand, a majority of them aimed at specialised audience and foreign investors began to take active interest in the country’s media industry (Horgan, 2001:134). 

The changes in the years leading to 2000 saw the establishment of the first and only private commercial national television (TV3), greater rationalisation in the newspaper and magazine industry as many new titles targeting niche markets sprang up and greater competition for audience and advertising revenue between the state broadcasting authority and the private commercial broadcasters. This dramatic expansion has been attributed to the general improvement in the economy, increased presence of peoples of different backgrounds and interests in the country (Horgan, 2001: 159) and greater availability of trained media practitioners, many them of whom graduated from indigenous universities and institutes of technology (Horgan: 167).  Dublin, because of its importance as the administrative, commercial and industrial centre of Ireland, has attracted more media establishments than any part of the country. 

Apart from the forceful incursions and acquisition bids by foreign investors, the other main issues facing the media industry beginning from the mid-1980s were competition from UK-based newspapers and broadcasting establishments, the ever-expanding role and influence of the Independent group, which by 1996 had owned or acquired substantial interests in seven of the 11 indigenous morning, evening and Sunday newspapers (Horgan: 163), and the long-running concern about defamation laws. Pressure from the National Newspapers of Ireland (NNI), established in 1985, and the National Union of Journalists compelled the government to establish the Commission on Newspaper Industry in September 1995 to investigate and proffer solutions to these issues. The other interesting development in the mid-1990s was the promulgation of the Freedom of Information Act in April 1996, giving journalists strong ammunition for investigative reporting.    

The Wireless Telegraphy Act of 1926 introduced a national sound-broadcasting service, 2RN, which became Ireland’s first national radio service. Coming soon after independence in 1922, it was not surprising that the purpose of the sound broadcasting service was to create “a separate existence …not only political but also social and cultural” (Gorham, in Stapleton, 1974). The national broadcasting service was designated a public service and it was supervised by a government department and the workers were effectively civil servants. An advisory council was set up for it in 1953 but the minister of post and telegraph still retained the overriding authority (Stapleton, 1974). 

The 1960 Broadcasting Act gave birth to a statutory authority with a wider degree of independence and it gave the national broadcasting service the powers to employ its staff. At the same time, the Act made clear that the broadcasting service existed to help realise the “national aims of restoring the Irish language and preserving and developing the national culture” (1960 Broadcasting Act, quoted in Stapleton, 1974). The emphasis on preserving and promoting the Irish language and culture remains a major part of broadcasting policies in Ireland, as we will see when we examine policies governing the establishment of private and community broadcasting service.

After the British Broadcasting Service (BBC) opened a regional station in Northern Ireland in 1924, public demand for a national television service grew in the Republic of Ireland (Stapleton, 1974; Horgan, 2001). In 1958, the Government established a Commission to examine the desirability of such a service. Following the Commission’s recommendations, Ireland’s national television went on air in December 1961. Today, Radio Telefís Éireann (RTE), as Ireland’s national public radio and television service is called, controls three terrestrial television channels (RTE 1, Network 2 and TG4) four radio channels (Radio 1, Radio na Gaeltachta, Lyric FM and 2FM) and one internet radio broadcast, Ceol Net, specialising in 24-hour broadcast of traditional Irish music. Telefis na Gaeltachta, later called TG4, was established in October 1996 while Radio na Gaaeltachta was established in April 1972. Both channels broadcast in Gaelic and they exist primarily to promote that language and the Irish Culture in its entirety. RTE also provides a number of services by satellite for Irish people living abroad as well as for anyone interested in Irish News, music and the Irish Language (www.rte.ie/radio/worldwide).

A nine-member Authority made up of Government appointees meets every month to formulate policies and guidance for the national broadcasting service. RTE also has an executive board that is responsible for its day-to-day management. The director-general of the corporation is the head of the board, which consists of the sectional heads and a representative of the staff.

Independent Radio and Television service:

Independent commercial and community broadcasting became a part of the Irish media landscape since 1989 when the Independent Radio & Television Commission (IRTC4) approved a total of 26 licences for provincial radio stations and one national commercial station. In July of that year, the Dublin-based Capital Radio (later renamed FM104) went on air, followed less than three months later by Century Radio, the only private national commercial station (Horgan, 2001:152; Fisher, 1978). Though Century Radio closed down within two years and most of the provincial stations operated on a shoe-string during their formative years, the majority survived and new ones have since been licensed. At present, there are 48 independent radio stations and one independent national television service (www.irtc.ie/stations; www.bci.ie).  

The first and only private national television station in Ireland (TV3) started broadcasting in September 1998 (Horgan, 2001:187) after what appeared to be an interminable struggle to actualise its existence. The birth of TV3 signalled the end of indigenous television broadcast monopoly by RTE and the new station has engaged the RTE conglomerate in a tough and sometimes bitter struggle for viewership and advertising revenue since its inception. Though TV3 reaches just over 90 per cent of the State, compared to RTE's 98 per cent coverage (Byrne, 2001), it has gained more viewers in recent years, especially with the acquisition of such high-rated programmes like Coronation street and the European Championship league matches.  

Independent commercial radio stations too have gained an increased in listenership and of the advertising market, according to figures published by the Joint National Listenership Research (www.irtc.ie/jnlr). Its most recent survey showed that independent local stations recorded a listenership figure of 54 percent while RTÉ Radio One recorded a decrease in listenership to 29 percent. Last year, TV3 announced that the number of people viewing its news programme had risen by 59 per cent (Brennan, 2001) although its financial reports for that year and for this year showed that it was still operating at a loss (Keena, 2002). In addition to four indigenous television stations, a great majority of people in Ireland have access to foreign radio and television broadcasts through cable and satellite. Competition from outside, especially from the United Kingdom, has been a major worry for indigenous broadcasters and for the print industry.

Media Policies in Ireland:

Media policies in any society exist to guide the behaviour of mass communicators and communication systems in that particular society. Very often they reveal what the society (or its ruling class in the case of non-democratic and authoritarian societies) think of the media just as they reflect the values, political ideologies and the social and economic situation in that society. This implies that such policies change as the society itself evolves. Policies may exist as a set of well-articulated document, written into the fundamental laws of the country, or in the corporate documents of professional bodies, media establishments and union/pressure groups. On the hand, policies could be informal, unwritten and mere self-regulatory practices developed over the years through conflicts and consensus. In Ireland as in many other modern societies, media policies combine all of these formats. 

The behaviour of communication systems and of media practitioners in Ireland is influenced from many quarters – legal, social, economic and professional. Many media organisations have policies, mostly written, not just on how workers in those organisations should go about their work but also on how the media establishments should manage their relationships with their internal and external publics. Article 40.6.1 of the Irish constitution, which guarantees to all citizens the right to “express freely their convictions and opinions” (Ireland, 1936), forms the basis of press freedom in Ireland. This freedom is, however, toned down by an additional provision, which though recognises the need, to preserve “the rightful liberty of expression,” states: “the publication or utterance of blasphemous, seditious or indecent matter is an offence which shall be punishable in accordance with law” (Ireland, 1936).

Other legal instruments which influence the behaviour of media practitioners are the 1963 Official Secret Act, the Criminal Procedure Act of 1967, the 1922 Censorship of Publications Act, the Censorship of Film Acts 1923-70 as amended in 1964 and the controversial 1961 Libel and Defamation Act, described by the National Newspapers of Ireland as “discriminatory, inequitable and wholly out of date” (www.nni.ie/press.htm). Both the Censorship of Film Acts and the Censorship of Publications Act target materials judged ‘obscene, indecent or blasphemous’ and whose exhibition in public would tend to “inculcate principles contrary to public morality or would be otherwise subversive of public morality” (Stapleton, 1974). 

The policies and activities of the national broadcasting authority – RTE – derives from both the constitutional media laws mentioned above and the provisions of the 1960 Broadcasting Act under which it was set up. Under section 18 of the Act, RTE must present information, news and features “objectively and impartially and without expression of the Authority’s own view”. The Act also prohibits the Authority from accepting any advertisements aimed towards any religious or political goal or those that have any relation to an industrial dispute (Broadcasting Act, 1960, quoted in Stapleton, 1974). Although the Authority is consider a semi-autonomous body, section 31 of the Broadcasting Act requires it to allocate, on receipt of a written request from the Minister “broadcasting time for any announcement by or on behalf of any Minister of State” that are connected with the functions of his/her office. The Minister whose department oversees the Authority reserves the right to prohibit the broadcast of “any particular matter or matter of any particular class” (Broadcasting Act, 1960, quoted in Stapleton, 1974). 

Other influences on how the national broadcasting authority conducts its affairs are membership of its staff in different professional and industrial groups and the authority’s own interpretation of its social responsibility to the public whose monies, through their annual licence fee, partly finance the authority’s existence. The Advertising Standards Association (ASA) has guidelines on advertising, which affect all mass media establishments, including those in the RTE conglomerate. RTE, like most media establishments in Ireland affirms the right of the viewers or listeners to respond to or complain about any of its broadcast they find distasteful or injurious. The national broadcaster commits itself to respond to “all serious complaints within four weeks” (www.rte.ie/about). The Irish Times, since April 1989, has had a Readers' Representative to deal with complaints and comments on the accuracy, fairness or otherwise of the newspaper's coverage (www.ireland.com/about/p_reader.htm). The National Union of Journalists (NUJ) too has a code of ethics (http://indigo.ie/~nujdub/) as do other professional journalists’ associations 
 

The BCI which vets and approves independent radio and television services (including cable, MMD, and satellite) also regulates their operations through a set of written codes on programming and advertising and it provides secretariat service to the new Broadcasting Complaints Commission. In considering applications for independent broadcasting service, the 1988 Radio and Television Act requires the IRTC, the predecessor to the BCI, to consider the character of the company making the application and its main personnel, as well as the expertise, experience, financial resources available to it and the good economic sense of its application (Radio & Television Act, 1988). 

The BCI recently took a decision to allow 100% ownership where the other criteria set out in its policy are met. In considering the composition /structure of a company, the Commission does not differentiate between either an individual/family, or a private or public company if it is convinced there are effective safeguard to ensure pluralism and diversity. Non-EU applicants are required to have their place of residence or registered office within the EU. The IRTC has insisted that 15 percent of TV3 programming should be in Gaelic.

Apart from issues of ownership, the BCI’s remits (www.bci.ie/internet.htm) touch on advertising practices, sponsorship, and other forms of commercial promotion, community radio broadcasting and complaints procedure. The Commission (or its predecessor, IRTC) issues guidelines on the coverage of selected events of national importance, like presidential and general elections and referenda. During the Referendum on the 25th Amendment of the Constitution (Protection of Human Life in Pregnancy) Bill, in March 2002, the commission requested the stations to ensure that “proponents and opponents of the subject matter of the Referendum must be invited, with reasonable notice, to be represented either in the same programme or in a series of programmes”(www.irtc.ie/refguide.htm). It also advised the stations “to ensure that all advertising is free of material, which could be interpreted as favouring or giving undue exposure to any interest group, or which might be reasonably considered as being directed towards a political end” (www.irtc.ie/refguide.htm). 

Scope and nature of ethnic minority media in Ireland

The mass media in Ireland, like many other sectors of the society, have been slow to acknowledge and give a balanced interpretation of the cultural and ethnic transformations that have happened in the country in recent years. At the height of immigrant inflow from the mid-1990s, some sections of the mass media practically jettisoned ethical rules on fair and balanced coverage and instead echoed the xenophobic sentiments of a few individuals and groups who were opposed to the presence of immigrants and ethnic minorities in the country (Guerin, 2002; Cullen, 2000; Haughey 2001). Ill-informed headlines loudly announced the invasion or ‘influx’ of bogus asylum seekers and others blamed all social ills, from stealing, rape, drug trafficking to homelessness, on the presence of immigrants. 

Nuala Haughey (2001:128) laments that “sections of the Irish media have been consistently flouting best practice in their coverage of the asylum/refugee issue … we have seen, and are seeing, ill-informed, unbalanced and sometimes inaccurate reporting as well as sensationalist and careless headlines.” Many years on it is incorrect to argue that this attitude has changed for a more tolerant and understanding one. A section of the national media, especially the Sunday tabloids, has sustained and intensified its campaign of vilification by reporting outlandish untruths about the supposed criminal activities of some minority ethnic groups.  However, there seems to be a greater and more general acknowledgement in recent times that Ireland is no longer the mono-culture and mono-ethnic country it was wrongly considered to be and that the presence of immigrants has become a permanent feature of the society. 

Some national media have acknowledged these facts tacitly while others have done so openly. Early in 2001, the Irish Times, for the first time in its almost 150-year history, appointed a Racial and Social Affairs Correspondent while RTE commenced Mono, a news magazine programme devoted to reporting, interpreting and celebrating cultural diversity. Its two presenters were members of ethnic minority groups, Bisi Adigun from Nigeria and Shalini Sinha, a Canadian of Indian ethnicity. 

RTE had also in 2000, started Radio OneWorld where immigrants or members of minority ethnic groups joined hands with non-immigrant journalists to produce and transmit multicultural programmes. Other media that did not make such bold moves responded by devoting more airtime or pages to issues involving immigrants and those from minority ethnic groups. Community radio stations have been most active in involving members of ethnic minority groups in their programming and in broadcasting issues involving immigrants and ethnic minority groups.  

The only ‘minority’ interest recognised and protected in media laws and policies in Ireland is linguistic – protection and promotion of Gaelic, the Irish national language (1960 Broadcasting Act; 1988 Broadcasting Act). This implies that ethnic minority media in Ireland, though they differ from the ‘mainstream’ media in what they do and why and how they do it, do not enjoy any special status or protection. They are by and large shaped and influenced by the same general media culture, laws and policies and they compete in the same market and face similar obstacles like the ‘mainstream’ media.   

The launch of Metro Eireann in April 2000 ignited intellectual and public interest in the role of ethnic minority media in Ireland. The idea to publish Metro Eireann, a monthly newspaper that focuses on the activities of immigrants and minority ethnic groups, was conceived by this author who also became the newspaper’s pioneering editor and Chinedu Onyejelem, a Nigerian journalist who is now the sole publisher and editor of the newspaper (www.metroeireann.com/about us). We were motivated by a desire to give a balanced coverage to the activities of Ireland’s fast-growing immigrant and ethnic minority communities having noticed the biases, untruths and ignorance contained in the reports of many national media. Our other desire was to provide a forum for cross-cultural exchanges and for persons from minority ethnic groups, who by and large were denied quality access to the mainstream media, to air their view.  

Metro Eireann metamorphosed in one year into the primary and authentic source of news and information on Ireland’s immigrant communities mainly because of the publicity blitz that trailed its launch and the comprehensive and superior quality of reportage and production. It quickly attracted such high profile contributors like Booker prize winning novelist Roddy Doyle, award-winning Irish journalist Fintan O’Toole and British Jamaica-born Alex Pascal, president of the Black Caucus of the National Union of Journalists. The newspaper has also organised seminars and musical shows aimed at highlighting issues involving the immigrant and ethnic minority population and the state immigration and citizenship practices.  

Not many people believed the newspaper would survive for six months even though the great majority agreed that its launch was timely and needed. The pessimism was due to the fact that Metro Eireann had no strong financial base and the ethnic minority media sector in Ireland had historically never been buoyant or viable. For one and a half years, the newspaper operated as a free sheet, distributed mostly through ethnic shops and eating places, offices of NGOs, asylum seekers’ hostels, public libraries and schools and by paid subscription. About six months ago, a cover price of one euro was introduced, marking a new phase in its existence. 

The appearance of Metro Eireann on Irish media landscape and the rapid births since then of other publications wholly owned and managed by persons from minority ethnic groups, in a way, depict the practical response of the immigrant communities to ineffective, imbalanced and inaccurate coverage of their affairs by the national media. The birth of the different ethnic minority media also reflects the opinion of these groups that they alone can satisfactorily tell their own stories; that they do not want to view themselves or be viewed by others through the mirror held out by those with a very poor and sometimes biased understanding of their peculiar situation. This line of reasoning came out strongly in informal chats with editors and publishers of ethnic minority newspapers and magazines in Ireland.

The assumption that minority ethnic groups in Ireland did not have their own media before the launch of Metro Eireann beclouds the fact that the Jewish, Italian and Traveller communities have published their own periodicals long before Metro Eireann debuted. Most immigrant newspapers in Ireland are either privately-owned or owned by the community. Some are commercial ventures while others are social or community projects. There is a disproportionate concentration of these media in Dublin, not unlike the ‘mainstream’ media. 

All ethnic minority publications in Ireland lack dedicated premises or building and they use the services of contractors to accomplish the printing aspect of their operation. The majority can be purchased in ethnic shops and restaurants, sold by private arrangements. The influence of their counterparts in Britain is plain to see in many publications by English-speaking Africans in Ireland and some of the publishers have deliberately encouraged this to fend off competition from across the sea. Africans from former French colonies have yet to venture into publishing and many of them still rely on transnational media especially those produced by immigrant groups in France and Belgium. 

The presence of immigrants and ethnic minority groups in radio and television broadcasting is noticeable by its absence. There is no single radio or television station owned or managed by persons or groups from ethnic minority or one that is dedicated solely to promoting or reporting the affairs of any particular ethnic group. The Irish language alone enjoys that privilege. One national radio channel and one national television channel are dedicated to promoting Gaelic and the Irish culture as already mentioned in this article. However, the prospects of ethnic minority foray into broadcasting are not gloomy. The relative success of periodicals like Metro Eireann, Street Journal and Africans Magazine, is likely to encourage adventurous and visionary individuals from minority ethnic groups to venture into broadcasting in future. Already, a few individuals from minority ethnic groups have ventured, with some degree of success, into film-making. 

Apart from periodicals published in Ireland and the transnational publications, more and more persons from minority ethnic groups are connecting and communicating with people of similar ethnic and cultural background in their home-countries and in other transnational spaces through satellite broadcast. Although there is yet no empirical study to support this claim, the influences of such programmes transmitted by satellite are observable in the conversations and attitude of some immigrant groups, especially those from the former Soviet Union, Germany and countries in the Middle East. A small dish mounted on housetops or on the windowsills in multi-storey buildings has made reception of these satellite broadcast possible for these groups. 

The Internet has also become a major tool used by immigrants and members of minority ethnic groups in Ireland to tell their own stories and to connect with other transnational communities in Europe and in other continents. It is worth noting that a few periodicals, like the Africans Magazine, started as on-line publications and the Internet, for the obvious reason that it is less capital and labour intensive to set up than periodicals, remains the only medium used by some groups to disseminate news and information. O'Donnell and Ní Leathlobhair (2002:12) reported that the third most popular use of the Internet by immigrants and members of minority ethnic groups in Dublin was to read “news and newspapers from home” and to link to “their communities, both in Ireland and at home”. The high cost of Internet access in Ireland, one of the highest in Europe, and inadequate and poorly coordinated free access points have hampered increased use of the medium by immigrants, they noted. However, increasing number of ethnic minority groups and individuals is resorting to Internet publishing, rather than the more expensive and laborious traditional publishing. 

In more ways than one, the future of ethnic minority media in Ireland is tied to the future of in-migration. Humbert S. Nelli (1983:126) came to similar conclusions in his study of early Italian immigrant communities in America: “…as the immigration, the source of readership, began to decline in the 1920s so did the press.” Most ethnic newspapers here depend on people from within their community to buy them or to place advertisements. Even non-members of the community who intends to place an advertisement want to be sure that their message will reach a sizeable audience. 

Many proprietors and editors of existing ethnic media have explained that they could not have published their newspapers or magazines before the pronounced presence of persons from their ethnic groups in Ireland. It is easy to make a link between a decrease in in-migration and a decree in the patronage of ethnic publications. Ominously, the economic prosperity that helped propel Ireland into an immigration country is slipping away and already the government is talking and acting tough on immigration. The government has commenced a process to abrogate the right of foreigners who are parents of Irish-born children to remain in the state and stricter asylum laws and more rigorous border controls have resulted in a slight decrease in the number of asylum seekers.  It is too early to assess the implications of the government’s new posture and policies. The next few years will determine whether ethnic minorities and their media have truly become a permanent feature of the Irish social and cultural space.   

Map of ethnic minority media in Ireland

A) By Ethnic Groups

Africans

Africans magazine

18 Brighton Avenue 

Rathgar, Dublin 6

Republic of Ireland

Tel/Fax: 01 – 4910792 or 087 – 2863121

Email: info@africansmagazine.com
Street Journal (African, mainly Nigerian community)

Ashlane Farm, Tippenaan

Kilcullen

Co Kildare

Tel: 086 – 8967478 or 086 – 3004342

Email: streetjournal@hotmail.com
Heritage

22 Priory Way

St. Raphael’s Manor

Cellbridge, Co Kildare

Republic of Ireland

Tel: 0864090596

Fax: 01 – 6012759

Email: heritage@emailfast.com
Churchlink 

63 Flowerhill, Navan

Co Meath

Republic of Ireland

Tel: 0879927265 or 0877535268

Email: clmagg@hotmail.com
Focus 

Valentine House

Hancock Road

London

Tel: 020 8983 3389

Email: focuspublicationsltd@hotmail.com
Metro Eireann

213 North Circular Road

Dublin 7

Republic of Ireland

Tel: 01-8690670

Fax: 868

Email: 
Ovation

Jay Magazine Distribution
Unit 21 Brockley Cross Business Centre
96 Endwell Road,
London SE4 2PD


Tel: +44 (20) 7635 8888 
Fax: +44 (20) 8244 8971
Mobile: 07976 628 251
E-mail sales@ovationinternational.com
Afro News (French)

181 Avenue du President Wilson

93210 La Plaine Saint Denis

France

Ogoni Voice Ireland
Editor: Komene Famaa
73 Windmill Park

Crumlin, Dublin 12

Tel/Fax:01 455 3066       Mobile:086 878 3499

e-mail:ogonivoice@hotmail.com
Triumph

Published in London

Nigerianlink

Published in London

Bosnian

Buducnost (The Future)

Bosnia Community Development Project

Pearse Street

Dublin 2

Republic of Ireland

Tel: 01 – 6719202

Haber (The Voice)

Published in the UK

Chinese

The Epoch Times (Chinese Community)

Published in Germany

Bundesstrasse 20,

20146 Hamburg

Zoneast 

Edgware Road

Colinde, London

Filipino

Filipino Newspaper

Strand House 

Strand Road, Bray

Co Wicklow

Republic of Ireland

Tel: 087-9646453 or 086 – 3937520

Email: Filipino_newspaper@hotmail.com 


Or filipinonewspaper@yahoo.com 

Italian

Italia Stampa

C/o C. La Malfa

6, Fir House, Mespil Flats

Dublin 4

Tel: 01- 603573

Jews
L’Chaim Ireland (To Live)

Herzog House

Zion Road, Rathgar Road

Dublin 6

Republic of Ireland

Tel: 01-4064818

Fax: 01-4924680

Korean

Korean Newspaper in Ireland

No 17 Lohunda Green

Dublin 15

Republic of Ireland

Email: abeemi@hanmail.net
Russian

London Courier (The Russian newspaper)
PO Box 16099 
London 
N3 1WG
Tel: 0208 952 3131
Fax: 0208 381 3956
 E-mail: lc@russianuk.com
Gazeta 

P.O. Box 8524

Dublin 2

Tel: Anna (Editor) 087 – 9334402 or 87 – 9034587

Email: gazeta@eircom.net
Travellers

Voice of the Traveller Magazine

NATC Office

Scotch Parade

Athlone

Co Westmeath 

Republic of Ireland

Tel: 090278539

The Travellers Parish Newsletter

6 New Cabra Road

Dublin 7

Republic of Ireland

Tel: 01 - 8388874

Pavee Point Newsletter

Pavee Point
46 North Great Charles Street
Dublin 1, Ireland


Telephone: 01 - 8780255
Fax: 01 - 8742626
email: pavee@iol.ie
Newsletter of the National Traveller Women's Forum

Unit 4, 1st Floor

Tuam Road Centre

Tuam Road

Galway

Republic of Ireland

Tel: 091771509
www.paveepoint.ie
www.itm.com
www.exchangehouse.ie
Ukrainian 

Ukraiinska Britannia 

Weekly newspaper

Published in London 

B) By Technology


Newspapers 

Street Journal (African, mainly Nigerian community)

Ashlane Farm, Tippenaan

Kilcullen

Co Kildare

Tel: 086 – 8967478 or 086 – 3004342

The Epoch Times (Chinese Community)

Published in Germany

Bundesstrasse 20,

20146 Hamburg

Zoneast 

Edgware Road

Colinde, London

Filipino

Filipino Newspaper

Strand House 

Strand Road, Bray

Co Wicklow

Republic of Ireland

Tel: 087-9646453 or 086 – 3937520

London Courier (The Russian newspaper)
PO Box 16099 
London 
N3 1WG
Tel: 0208 952 3131
Fax: 0208 381 3956
 E-mail: lc@russianuk.com
Gazeta 

P.O. Box 8524

Dublin 2

Tel: Anna (Editor) 087 – 9334402 or 87 – 9034587

Email: gazeta@eircom.net
Voice of the Traveller Magazine

NATC Office

Scotch Parade

Athlone

Co Westmeath 

Republic of Ireland

Tel: 090278539

The Travellers Parish Newsletter

6 New Cabra Road

Dublin 7

Republic of Ireland

Tel: 01 - 8388874

Pavee Point Newsletter

Pavee Point
46 North Great Charles Street
Dublin 1, Ireland


Telephone: 01 - 8780255
Fax: 01 - 8742626
email: pavee@iol.ie
Newsletter of the National Traveller Women's Forum

Unit 4, 1st Floor

Tuam Road Centre

Tuam Road

Galway

Republic of Ireland

Tel: 091771509
Ukraiinska Britannia 

Weekly newspaper

Published in London

Metro Eireann

213 North Circular Road

Dublin 7

Republic of Ireland

Tel: 01-8690670

Fax: 868

Email: 
Magazines

L’Chaim Ireland (To Live)

Herzog House

Zion Road, Rathgar Road

Dublin 6

Republic of Ireland

Zoneast 

Edgware Road

Colinde, London

Nigerianlink

Published in London

Italia Stampa

C/o C. La Malfa

6, Fir House, Mespil Flats

Dublin 4

Tel: 01- 603573

Africans magazine

18 Brighton Avenue 

Rathgar, Dublin 6

Republic of Ireland

Tel/Fax: 01 – 4910792 or 087 – 2863121

Email: info@africansmagazine.com
Ovation

Jay Magazine Distribution
Unit 21 Brockley Cross Business Centre
96 Endwell Road,
London SE4 2PD


Tel: +44 (20) 7635 8888 
Fax: +44 (20) 8244 8971
Mobile: 07976 628 251
E-mail sales@ovationinternational.com
Heritage

22 Priory Way

St. Raphael’s Manor

Cellbridge, Co Kildare

Republic of Ireland

Tel: 0864090596

Fax: 01 – 6012759

Email: heritage@emailfast.com
Churchlink 

63 Flowerhill, Navan

Co Meath

Republic of Ireland

Tel: 0879927265 or 0877535268

Email: clmagg@hotmail.com
Focus 

Valentine House

Hancock Road

London

Tel: 020 8983 3389

Email: focuspublicationsltd@hotmail.com
Internet Sites:

www.paveepoint.ie (Travellers)

www.itm.com (Travellers)

www.exchangehouse.ie (Travellers)

www.panafricanorganisation.com (Africans)

www.africansmagazine.com
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� The Partnership for Prosperity and Fairness (PPF) is the fifth in a series of social partnership agreements concluded since 1987 between the government, employers, trade unions and the voluntary community sector. It seeks to provide a framework for negotiation and consensus on issues of pay and on social, public and taxation policies.





� At the time of writing this paper, there have been many but partial review of immigration and asylum laws and policies. The government has commenced a process that it says would result to a comprehensive review of immigration and citizenship laws. A public consultation forum coordinated by officials of the Justice Ministry and the National Consultative Committee on Racism and Interculturalism (www.nccri.com) is on-going. This process is a unique opportunity for Ireland to ditch the legacies of imperial laws and take an approach that is truly progressive and that takes into consideration the dynamism and dynamics of international migration in the 21st century.


3 E.E.A. (European Economic Area) is comprised of the Member States of the European Union plus Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway.





4 The IRTC was established in October 1988, under the Radio and Television Act 1988, to oversee the   licensing, monitoring, and development of independent broadcasting in Ireland. Under the Broadcasting Act 2001, the IRTC was renamed the Broadcasting Commission of Ireland (BCI) in September 2001 and its role enlarged. 
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