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PETITION; |

-lEMANY THOVSANDS§
Vvaes and Matrons of the City of ﬁ

London,and other parts of this
~ KINGD OME,

For the Ccffatlon and Finall Conclufion of
thefe Civill Wars,

And for the reftitution and revocation of their
H7SBAND S,

Who have as juft canfe to comphaine for the want of them,

together with our children and bofome friends, asthe
Virgins have for lofing their Sweet-hesrts.

Prefented by divers Gentlewomen of good credit,
- and Citizens Wives ;

§
To the confideration of both Hous s 5 '3"

On Thurfday,the fecend of February.

Ecce jacent vidue membra [epuita thoro.
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Printed at Londos for Iohn Cookfow, 164 3.
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The humble Petition «fmany thou-
““fandsof Wives and Matrons, of the City’

.. of Lendon.and other parts of this Kinodome,

-

. forthe ceffation and finall conclufion of
. thefe Civill Warres. =
) fiisunsd bk ol

s, T was the firft act of God Almighties fa-
~46% 1 vour, to our firft parent in Paradite, to
“ordaine him 'a helper méct for' him ;
namely, a Wife ; fuch as we are; tothe
number of 'many choufainds; who doe
\'vs, 27/ | hereby frefcnt this Petition for the re@i-
b——="""1fying of
*vances.- Firflyit i$ not unknowne to the whole kingdosné of
‘England that Wives are thé maine fupportersofithe krength
- “and beauty thereof, that Wives are thofe- who people and
- replenifh the'' Common-wealch  wish ' Inhabitants ; ‘that
' ‘Wivesare the:Mothersiof the faithfully and the producers of
all good Subjets.. As it is impo#ible, that fields alone with-
out corne {hould bring forth fruit; or that ‘corne thould sl
A3 tiply

our dreadfull and increafing grie-
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tiply without being caft into good ground :fo it is impefiible
mankinde fheuld be continued, or fucceflion maintained
without the helg of Wives; ‘whabring forth children when
they Havi €onekivéd thémin forrow with inuch paific and
 affidkioi. ~,;&jsgi€§éf§“ stilealé Of jult{edyFhatin our
ownfe lientable ny (i 1

i B 5 T w ,'_)',# ~ : 8k, i.‘ -ﬂ‘ Olﬂd'
be hedrd; aad bur Petic . éht re-

¢drd, a1d bur Petidon regafdedewithiandulgt
{pedt, fhice wé hieve fo many tyesupshall thofd méh who
Fﬁalkﬁ@%ﬂ&fth@; out-Petitionand Wharp it cpriceties ¢qually
WIthoﬂEi&vaj% ;‘4 ﬁ;ﬁgﬂ ﬁgﬁw o ,;gx w.;,i
Fitft, we are-fiof ignorane that there-hath been'a great
many malicious and ungracious reports caft upon us Wo-
men,as that we {hould weare the breeches, that our tongues
“are perpetall lfums to diftirbe the peaee and dquietnefie of
their reft, ‘that, we are cankets in their, Eftates; confuming
them more in new fathions and fooleries,then would mein-
taine an Ariny againft the Malignants ; that befides, the
Wives of the City are téitibly given'to the thaking of mon-
{ters, or converting out Muisbands nto fuch, by turnifhi
their fore-heads wich large and beautifull hornes ; all which
afperfions we returne upon the vile and {candalous Authors,
-swho in the height of their Wine have branded us with thefe
ignominious calumnies; becanfe. we would not permit them
- todime their twigs at our: Plum-trees, nor to inoculate our
ftocks with their grafts : and attefting againft all fuch mif-
reports, as unprejudiciall to our caufe; or any way impeach-
ing this our Petition; which out of the anguifth and bitter-
-nefle of our hearts we are forced to deliver, We the Wives
"~ of all forts, ages and conditions; from the Meichnts Wife of
fiftcen in filke Mochado, to the Apple-wifeof fourefcore in
Canvas ; as Ale-wives, Oyfterswives, Fith-wives, Tripe-
wives, . inall hunility fhewing the greatnefle of ot dolors
and fufferings; oecaliohed bythe lamenecable and lsfking con-
-tinuance of theft intelting kcivillwars,where there hathbeen
more proper men flaine (which'grieves us evenbeneaththe
v ' bettomes
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cbottomes 6f eut earts) chen woild have done a Hindreét of
ns-good turnes, and fuch turneés as'would have ferved onr
«urnesindeed, and to fome-purpofe; then having been more
-mans bloud flied ity thefé combites and contentions, then
wheredsléfe) m'allour bodies, which is certainly 4 point of
;;gt/éatidmwmmity and barbaronfne(fe. And whereas before
‘she beghining of thefe wars,caeh of as good Wives,either by
.the due benevolénce of our Husbands, ot the charitable af-
filtance of our friends, whom we refpected in the natuire of
Husbands, ‘could -every yeart for the moft part bring torth
fruiv i due feafon, without lying idle like Fallow and until-
led fields,now heaven have mercy upon uis, we walk defolate
i ‘like Wiﬁches, with our bellies as flat a8 Flounders, and
-empty as erackt-nuts that have loft their kernels: 'Your com-
mon harlets undeing us in the waycsof copulatiofi and pro-
icreation, ithey in this deareh of mans fié{h having fome cu-
ftomers:and ‘helpers at dead lifts, while weé poore foulés
-wander like folitary Turtles without mates ; not orie man
-among a hundred, firice the départure:of the Cotirtiers and
Cavaliersy that in this City hath fo muchhonelty as'to aske
a married woinan the queftion, or offer his body to her fer-
vice ; and if this Be not alamentable café my Mafters, you
who have Wives, anid{o know what belongs te women, be
itnpartialland jult Jodges. © ‘Allflefhis fraile we know,and
we women are the weaker veflels, and fo have theé frailer
fle(h,and are more fubjec to our failings then men. Andis
itnot a pittifull cafe, able to make a mans bowels yearne
with compaffion, that Women fhould cut of their frailty fall,
-and have noman to take them up, except ‘we {hould be be-
holding te thofe who have the palfie inall their joynts, de-
. .erepidold men, that cannot lift mp any part about us, mor
- #tand at alk to elevate our dire@ions for paines and aches
. wihile we in the meane time tyre out foules, and confume
- the-flefh of our bedies with pinings and menall concepti-
, @ns g {uch:as mayeallto cur remimbrance onely to trouble
S _ TRy .
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-.our fancies, the paflt banquets weufed . daily and nightly. to

talte, when as they fay we cat{weet meats with {poones

- .and rioted in dainties. But now, woe worththe time ! fince

howely thefe preciomsaud delechaide sucmuers o deareto

-the beginning and continnance of thefe warres, we have

been held to hard incat,{carce getting a morfel to fatishethe
gripings and hunger of our bellics 1a three or foure dayes;
nay,not in 2 weeke fometimes,and that we are faine toiteale
or borrow from our neighbours, in an ill houre be it ipoken,
to fuch a dearth of men are we reduced, our Hustands who
according to the Lawes of the J ewes,were bound to giveus

~due benevolence, being engaged and imbroiled in thefe

warres, (hedding thejr blouds, and imaiming their bodies, to-
the lofle of divers of the bett of their membersin the hot
fervice, as,many of us whole Husbands are retucned lame
and impotent can fpeake it by wotall experience. .,
And which is a far greater afiiiitjon, befides the loffe of
our Husbands (whom we would have fpared with ali our
bearts,{o they. had been Icfr us) we are deprived ofour deare

and delicious friends, who ufed with fuch pleafure to-folace
-and recreate our bodies at Taveines,and other places;paying
for our going in to playes, and initalling us 1n triumphin the

halte crowne boxes, though we often paid tor it our felves,
borrowing of our Husbands byng:ofie to tupply ourtriends,
who patd our wates and commodities -againeiby.rétaile s By
which  though our Husbands were lofers; we were fure to
be good gainers. . And thete good Gentlemen; our: noble
friends, are taken away by the imployments of thofe civill
warres, and in our places fupply the neceitics ot Farmers
daughters, and Inne-secpers, and Parfons wivesgthat imake
them lucky to horfesfieth. In what a miterable eltate and

«condition are we Wives left then, being not oncly deprived
of the bodily confolation of ouw Husbands,, but- alfa of our

friends, who in ftead of dauncing the ihaking of the fheets,

A ¥

are dauncing to. the wulicke . of the Druns, endangering

us
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us:Wives. Befides this mifery and defe®; the want of fras =
ding Aamentatly “affiicts ‘ns Oyplterrwivies, Appleswives,
Tripe-wives) nay, the very Ale-wives, that had wont fo'
commonly andtoevery Chapman and Paffengerito {clloff
their wares, having now no vent for therr cominodities. i~
leffe they will putchenvoffupon truft 2 and feore up ailtheir
Beere,Ale;and Cakes s {o that Wives of all fortsland occupa=
tions have reafonto- lament and .complaine of the continu-
-ance:of thele warres,which have broaght themfo mapy and -
_fuch killing: affli&ions, which inakes all the parts and every
rticle:of iouk bodies.tremble with feare}  and amazement
to behiold the ftillincreafing torrent of our miferies ;* which
neither tongue can’exgrefle, nor: pen decipher 5 for we are
not:onely: m (daily jealoufies of our Husbands not returning”
to us,but alfo of their being flaine in the warres;whereby we
are made unable of having hopes to propagate or fructifie
the earth with children lawfully begotten, and fo pofterity
mulft ceafe, and the City,Towne and Countrey,beleft defe-
late : Befides, we arefearcfull if we fhould lofe thefe Huf-
bands, that we {hall not fuddenly get new ones ; for though
we care not much for them, yet we know, according to the.
old Preverbe, that feldome comes a berter, and therctore we
fhould gladly reft our felves contented with thefe we have,
rather withing to wearg our old clothes.then to goe {tarke
naked: Butfurely thi8 taking. away of our friends, whom.
we fet in the firft place and our Husbands from us,was a juft
judgement of Heaven upon us for our finnes and iniquities 3.
. for before, when each of us bad a loving and kinde husband
as ever laid leg over woman, we were not centented with
them, but fill defired change, diversof us, having afriend;-
two or three in a corner befides, and fo hath hapnedto us as
to covetous wretches, who ftriving to increate their ftate,.
lofe all they had before, we poore diftreffed Wives this cold
weather lying alone in our beds,without the warme touches

dnd embraces of any man to comfort us.
‘ In.
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.+ Irieonfiderationiof all which grievamces and oppreffions,

whichfall daily and nightly uponus,we the goad wives and,
‘bad wives, chafte and unchafte, Scolds and Turtle-doves,

being to the namber of at leaft three millions of bodies, |

throughout the whele Kingdome, moft humbly intreat, and.

with teares in our eyes befeech thatan end may be (hddenly.

put to thefe bloudy and defperate civill warres, whereinfo

much bloud hath been fhed, to the terrour of all Chriftian:
people, efpecially of us weake and tendershearted women,:
that we may no longer lye alone in our beds, but have ouy:
husbands reftored tous, to the {olage and confolatien:of ous;
bodies and foules, that we may againe. bring forth children-

every yeare to increafe the number of the Kings liege people

and faichfull Subje@s. And we as in all digy bound fhall.

- ever pray,&c. |
i s s uimt o
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