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· · TO T ,H E · 
' ' ' .. JiIQN()VR.ABLE· 

' . Kl\1 .I G H T S C I lF l· 
Z E 3X. 1

S and BVllGESSES~Qf~. 

.,, 

· the Houfe ofiCoMMONs.alfembled · 
in p A 1\ L I .I\ M 13 ~ -r. 

Tl1e h:umble Petition · of the Gen~ 
tlewomen. rraddmens-wivess and m.any ' 
~ otbers of the F:emale Sex,.a-U Inhabitants of . 

the City of t.oN i, o N, a_pd the 
Suburbs thereof.. 

P'Jl'i th low1Jl/~h111iJJio11 fFJettJ11g~ · ~ 
~~:....--~--... ~ ·HA Twe alfo witl'iatlthankfullhu ... 
~ . · miliry acknowledging the unwc2ried 

· ~ • .:..;....t ...... - p~ines, care and_ gFeatr charge, t,~fidri 
l)a2ard of.health and, life·, whi~h you 

---- the noble won:hies of this h0nou·ra• ~.,__, ~111[-a bl~-~.nd renowned Affembly have un-
----""'~. · ·· de~gon,fo1 the fafety both of Church 

·a_nd Co·mmon-wealth,fot a long time already paft ;,for 
which 11ot onelywe you·r humble Petitiones,, and a·ll 
wt:lta1relltd in this Kingdome; but alfo all other_g<?od 

, · , Ch.t 1lbans ' . ' y I ' .... t f I ' . 

; 



( I) 
ChrH\ianr arc bound now anJ at all timei ut acknctw: 
ledge ; yet notwithfi:anding rhat many w6tthf deed; -
have beenedone by yott,fl,reat danger 1pd fearedne tltU 
attendus,8'~vill,a$ long a$ PopUl1 Lor4~ &:. Cupcr,ftiou, 
Bifhops arc ftdfcred to have their voice in the Houfo,of 
Peeres,& that accurf ed and abhominab!e ldo Ll of the 
Maffe fu!ered io the King~ome, a~ that Arch. .. erteiny 
of our profperity.a.nd Refotmatiottlyeth in the Tower 

1 
yet not receiving bi, de!er_~ed pttnifumenr. 

Allthefe undercorreelio.n,. gives us a great caufe to 
fufpea, that God is angry witliu~~to be rhechieft 

· caufesw'1y your pious indeavouts for ~-furthei" Refor ... 
ma.tion proceedeth not with that fuccefk~s ynu delire,_ 
,nd is moil earneA:Ly pra1ed. for of aU thctt Wilh well 
to true Religion,and the- Horifhing~te both of King 
and Kingdome; the infoleru:ie~oftheP~pills.and tlx:ir 
abbettors ·,. rai(etb a juil: feue 2nd fufpiti'on offowing 
fedition, and bte-aking out into bloody pe·tf e~ution in 
this ~ingdom ~ as they have don in lrel11nd,the tftou~hrs 
of which fad and barbarous e,re«s, ntakerb ottr . te(lder 
hearts to melt within us , forcing us bumbty ro Petiti
on to this honourable A.trembly , to make f.ifc prov.ifi
.on for your felves2n4 u~, bef.Jteirbetoo lare, 

And whereas we, whofe he:-rn:~ fra ~ joyued. cheere
fully With all thofe Pctiriom which. ]1avtrbetne ex·hfbi
ted_unto you in the b~halfc.of the'ptrity ·ofl~eJigfan., 
_and the liberty of our Hufbmds,~r(on~and e~~~,re
counting okir-1clv(~ t.o h~ mi ~r@0:,r1 fn't!corrittton 
_priviledg.es willt them,, doc wj;dJ· d1e fame e6ftfidence 
aifureo~felves ton~ tl-ie fa~ gt!Jc'~t '1~c¥j,tance 
with y~ ~r:ealing_. of thok gm.-c1-~tS.;, which in re
§lt4 of om fra~le ·co11ditiop·, do ~ rwtity tofl'e'e·r.ne 

; ' •• l ./, J ,, ' J A :a us 
' . 
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J ;1s ,and doc deep1y terrifie·our foules: our Dome'fl:ic.1fl 
" dangers with which· this 'i Kingdome is. fo ~uch ditl:ra- < 

aed, efpecially growing ,on us-fro_m thofet~eac.h,crous 
and wicked attempts , already- are fuch ·;·:as we 06nd our 
-felves to.f~ave,as deepe a fhar~ dS ?HY others. . · · , 
, ,\¥e,tannotbut tremble_ at the very ''thoughts 'ofd1e 
boridand hideous fa6ts which.modefl:y-forbids1us 'Fla .~r 
to name Qccafi9ned by tbiebfr.>oay w .~:ires ,. in ,Germany, 
his Majell:ies late,N 3rtherne A:tlUY; \ h.O\T .. ·ofttn~ diC:Ht 
:affright our heart1s.1whilft their vi,oknc.e bega~'i_o:_~_tcak. 
-ou_t: :fo -furiouflyupqn.the 'p~rfgns 0fthofe~whofo,·VJuf-. 
bands · or ;, Parents \~eue. not ; a:blt!J t<if~ rafcnt·:: · wee-w i ll1 
"~e had no ·caQfe to ., fpel~e ~oft,ho!~"- info1ibc1Js·~~1lnd . 
:favage1t;tfage and ttriheard or✓· rapes ; · e~er~if~d U__P(}A 0\.lr 
Sex in /rt/a11d .~ and have we not ju!lcaufe·'.~o-f~a!e _they 
wil -prove-tbefore--runners ufour)ruine,eX(lejt ,A-ln1igh
,ty ,Go.1 l;;>y thewifdome and ·cate of this Pattlfam~at .. ~c 
:pleafed-to fUCfOt us,our ·Husbands and childre~?Which 
are.~s deere:and tender unto 'Us, .as ·the li\'.-~S aod -b1o_od 
of our·hea~ts , ,_ to feet hem mtirthered ·ain:Ftn·?ng iect anti 

_ : cut in pieces before our eyes, to fee our c.hitdrcn da {]1 .. . 
_1ed ~gainil:.the·ftbnes, ·:tnd the 'Motbe:rs 1:IliH<e1mirfgld.i, 

-- with the,lnfants· blood,running·. ~owia'the·fireets; t_o fl~ 
. · _our ·Houfes-9n· flaming fire over our . ~<1e.ads ·.: oh -hp·,v 

~ -~readfullwQu!d this be! wee tfuoug9t it mif~y,enovgh 
, (though nothing to that , we hwve JU ft caufe, to ~ea,re ') 
butfew yeares fi0c;~ for fome of our-Sex , ·by unyufi di- . 
vifions. from (hejr-bofome comforts, to be ren<lred in 

· a ~ann~r Widdowes .. ; and :the children Farhedeffe, 
Hutbands were Imprifoned from the Society of'iheir 
wives,even ~gainfi the,Lawes·,of G_od and Natur~ ;

1 

~nd 
~.little Infants , futlercd . in . their .. Fathers · banifhmerits:.: 

-thoufands 
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i.-rhoufan:ls Of 01;1r deereft fr}9~~ .~Jve been co!tl~~;!ed 
•. to fly from Eptfcop.111 perfecu(ioi1s into defert places 
, .ame>ngfl: -~ild Bcafts, there fi~1-J:i:rtg m~re f1your then 

'in their n-idve [0y le ) and in thc'.m;illt of all d1c1r for
rowcs, fuch hith the pity o( rfie · 1)_relates beene, rh,it 

·oU:r cryes cou Ll never enter intd their e-ires or he1rt s, 

:nC?r y-ct rhrou:gh multituJ~s·. 6f}>hfirutl:i9n~ conld nc
:ve~ h~1ve· acceff~ ~r corn~ nigh::m thofe Royall ·m?rcics 
-of our .m0!l: gr1c1ous Sover.1_igne, which we~onfident~ 
-ly hqp~, wo:._1ld have rcli-~,';~d U1' ~ but at1er _all thefe 
;prefft.t~s en&:d, we hurnblf figriifi~, th,u :our __ prefent 

·feares are> that unlelfi:! the ~lood-·thir!l:y faclion of the 
1Papift~ and Preht~s be htndreJ i11'their "th~fignes , our 

. ·fc·!ves here in Engtan'J. ~s'._."."e1l as they in· Ireland, (hall be 
· .. ex'f?ofe:Jto th1t m1fe~rf which is more intoller1ble t.ben 

. . t : .• l - , 

:·: 'th·utNhich i-s alre1dy -p.1fl:, <1-s nan1ely to the rage nor o f 
.. : ~ ~me!n ·a-lope~·but ot D·~vils incarhatt:>, (as we may f9 fay) 

:befrdes-...tl-re:rhrald~m~ of our G.":>ules ' t11,1'confciences in 
m itters concerning' God) w:bich of all things ~re moft 
-~e1re unto u:s~: · • . ·'. · . . 

No ·.v the · re1ne1nbr1nce of all rhefe fe1refull acci• 
_dents .aforeµ,entioneJ, doe llro!}gly mo.ve us from the 
-example of the \V0ffill1 of Tako~ to ra 11 {ubmiffively at 
thefeetnf his M:aJefl:-ie,-ourcl're1d Soveraigne, and cry 

Help OKing, help() yee the nobl~ Worthies ne>w lit-
.ting in PJrliacn~nt: And w~ humbly befeech you, that 
you will be a meanes to his Majefiie anJ the Houfe of 
Pceres, that they will be ple:1 f~d to take our heart:
breaking gi:-ievances into timely confideration , a~d 
~dde ilrength and incouragement to_your noble indea
vours, and futher, that you would move his Majefl:ie 

'-.:.with our humble requefts, that he would be graciou!ly 
.A 3 ple1fed 

, , 

t 

. f . 
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·plea fed .a,cco,r.ding. to the . ex~ipple Qf th~·goocl King 
Afa, to pur;ge .. qoth th~, Court an~ Ktngdome ot· 

· th~t great Idolatrous Service of t~e Matfe, · which ts 
-· tollerated in,tbc ~ccnes Court;tlus, finne ( as we coo

ceiv) is able to dra\v downe a greater ·.curfc . upon the 
whole Kingdome, thcp a\l your noble and pious indea .. 
vours _can pr~vept ·, whjch was the caufe that the_good 
and p1oqs · K:ing .A fa would r.ot f uffer Idolatry 1n his 
ownc Mother,. whofe example if it fuall pleafe his Ma
jefiies gracious go~neife to foUo\v, .in putti~ downe 
.Popery and Idolatry both in great and f~al11 in C'outt 

· and in ~he Kiurqo.n1c throughout, to· lhbducthe l?a~ 
pifis and their abcttcrs ,. and by taking away-the power 
of tbe Prelats , whofe govern~nt by long apd wofull 
txp.c.rience wce.-have found to- be ag~inft the liberty of 

--c- our contciencc and the freedomc of the Gofpell ,. and 
, ~e Gncere profeffio~ and pra&ife ~her~~f:. then fu:tll 

our {ea.tes be-remove4 t and we may expect that. Cod 
\•il powte down-his: bleffi.ngs in aboundance bot~ upon 
his tvlajefl:ie, and UJ)<?ntbis Honourable .A~ly,.and 

~ , 1lpoo ~'be ~hole iand.. · 

l'qr r,hi,h ,a,wne,,. Petitioner, . '· 
., , · fh.11/p,AJ ,!feEUon,tlJ (1,. ·. 

-. 
• I : 
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q'J1e Reafons follow. 

IT may be thoughtfrraage,ancl unbeefeeming our fex: -
to lhew our klves- by way of Petition to this Ho

nourable Atrem~ly: but ~he matte.r being rightly con
ftd-ered, of the- right and 1nrereft \Ve have in the corn .. 
mo~ aud publique caufe of the Church, it will,as \Ve 

conceive ( under correction.) be found a duty com• 
rnanded and reg-uired. 

FirJl; bccaufe ChrHl: harh purchafed us at as deai-e a 
rate as he hathdone Men, and therefore requireth the 
like obedience for the fame mercy as of men~ · 

Secondly, becaufc in the free enjoyning of Chriil: 
in his own Laws, & a ftourithing ef.l:ate of the Church 
-a'nd commoa •wealtb, confifteth the ha ppineffe of \VO. · 

men, as well as men. · 
. Thirdly, ~caufewomen·are_ ibarcrs- in the cofnmor1 
Calamities that_accompany both Church and Com
mon Wealth. when opprcffion i~ exercifed over tbe 
Chureh or Kingclome wherein they. livt") and an.unli, 
mite~ power bath bin given to the Prelats, to exercifc 
authority overth~ Confc-iences of Women, as well a) 
men, · vVitnclfe Newgate, Smithfield, afld other place~ 
of per~tution, wherein Women as well as Men have· 
felt the f mart of their Fury. . 

Neither ;ire we left without example- in Scripture ; 
.for when the fiate of the Church, in the titne of King,
Jlh,f 11tr111,was hy the bloody enemies thereof fought to 

·beutter:Iy.~firoyed, we find that Htffe,-rhe~:e:1,ar1d 
her Ma.ids failed and pr:iyed·,and that Hefle, pct1t1cn~d 
to theKingl✓ in d1ebehalfe of the Chur_ch, and though 
_{he enteif.rJz~_d this duty with the ha~:1rd of her o~.vnc 

- Ji.fe 
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life, heii:1g co11ttary to _tnc faw to arte,1rc before the. 
King before fl1ewere fent _for~yetber lo,c to the Church 
carryed l:er thorow all d,J£cu1;1r~).t:o.·tl~r pe.r!onpanc~ 
of that duty • · , : · ·\· .,· - · ·· - , . · ' 

01! which grounds \Ve a/e ~m~oldn~4,ro),.r.e'fe'i t ;ut f 

h ii tn Lle i>etit ion_unto t liis.: -~·P noura~lc·· A.tr~fl? b I y ,not 
weighting ~he rtproaches· ··\~hich n'1~y, ~'rjd ~(e: Qy1tnany 
ea fi upon !JS, wh9:J.~oe w-eU:weighi~g the. ptefi)iJJ~$;). 
fcbffe am·d' deride o~t good intent, ·Wctdo~'lt.hbt' ou~ .: ,_. · 
of any fclfe . conceit;· :qr pride· ofhear.t,· ~s fe_ek>fng to 
equall our felves witl-i ~en, -either in A.urhorlity· ~~~-\; if- , 

. ~omc : ~u.t according,ro our places t9- ~ifch~rrge·that 
duty wcowet~ Go~,-a}!d_

1
t11~ caufe ~f_the· ~~1urch ·,as 

farre as lyeth· 1n us, . fQllO\'v111g · l)cre1n_t)1c;_ e?{ample of. 
the Men, whic~ have gone in this duty bef~t

1
C; us: -

A Relation of the m·anner hoi/ it ·wu ddivcre.d., • ~ .ith,their .· 
a~1f wet fent qi:Mr,. Pyii,1;: · ,-' .. _ .r: • "THls petition, with their R~afonsi\\Tlj d.;Jiv:er~,lth~. 4,_th of 

Feb. I 641 •. by rvtrs Ann~ ~tagg. a'Gentl'C\~qq1an,.an<l ,_J3rc.w.· 
ers wife, and many oth,1's

1

with her of 'l_i:kf1 i:~n~~- ~nd, ·qµ~~~c-y ,_ 
,.- -l'tic.}l ~hr1i they haJ delivereJ, after fo~~ £{i:n~Jpeqt · in r~~-
art I in~tbe .Hopotira\;>le ·~tfe_mbly fent chem.~p ,~iJ,fwer by M._ -
P· i which was·perforrned in this manner. ~--\ :.·. · .. ,. . 

. • Pym Ci:¼~~to tl}e Comrnonsdoore, and caliefffur the W0 .. 
:apdfE· · ~~?_th.m in th lf:words,_ . ooJ ·wofrrk'o:·, __ yput, .· 

Q a . eijeafons have b1n read in the H~fe\·: ~nd i~ , 
~1~tu-·· ully.~cq5ted.of, and is come inafe_afof11ble time. :·, :\_,;;· .. , · ... . 

ycJ iliall(God w i!Jng1receiv~ from us al the fari~fathon W¥-~~li ._, . 
we can poffibly give co your Jufl: and lawf ull ddires. We intreat-_. , .:' .. 
you to.rcpaire to your Houfts, and curne your Petition w'hi~h-' · ! _') 

you have delivered here. i11 ~0 Prayers at home for us; fo,r we 
have bin, are, and {] aa be (to our utmcfl power) ·rt:ady to re~ 
] ieve you, your Husban s and ChHdren; and to performe the 
truft committe~ untv us, t?Wtirds God, our Kin~ and Countrey,3 as becomcth fanhfoll Cfiriil: ians aud LoyalltSubJe::1:s, 

FI N IS, . .. 
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