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TO THE

HONOVRABLE

CHTY éhie
Z E N S and BVRGEbSES of
the Houfe of Common s alfembled

NPare tamManwr,

The humble  Petition of the Gen-

tlewomen, Tradesmens-wives, and man

othersof the Female Sex, all Inhabitants of
the City of LoxNpo~, and the
Suburbs thercof,

Vicith lowef fubmiffion [Bewing,

},3&2 ﬁ H A T we alfo with all thankfull hu
Y Yy mility acknowledging the unwearied
0 A 1o paines, care and great charge, befides
We@ K& ‘-‘* hazard of health and life, which you

YA the noble worthies of this honourz-
éaesy ) Dlcand renowned Affembly have un-
4 dergon,for the fafety both of Chureh

and Com-wealth fora long time already paft ; for

which not onely we your humble Petitioncs, and all

- wellaffedted in this ngdome butalfo all other good

Chriftians



(1) , |
Chriftians are bound now and at all cimves te acknow-
ledge ; yet notwithftanding that many worchy deeds
have beenedone by yott,great danger and feare doe gt
- attendus,8will,as long as Popith Lords & fuperfrious
~ Bifhops are fuffered to have theirvoice inthe Houf of
~ Peeres,& that accurfed and ablominable Idoll of the
Mafle fuffered in the Kingdome , and that Arch<cnemy
ofour profperity and Retormiation lyethin the Tower
_ yet not seceiving his deferved punifhment, -

Allthefe under correétion, givesus z great caufe to
 fufpe@; that God is angry with us, and to be the chiefe
“caufes w1y your pious indeavours for 2 fistther Refor-
mation proceedeth not with that fucceffe as you defire,
and is moft earncfily prayed for of all that with well
to true Religion,and the florithing eftate both of King
and Kingdome; the infolencies of the Papifts and their
abbettors'y raifeth 2 jult feare and fulpition of fowing
fedition, and breaking out into bloody petfecution in
this Kingdom, as they have don in Irelsnd,the thoughts
of which fad and barbarous events; maketh our tender
bearts to melt within us , forcing us humbly to Petiti-
on to this honourable Affembly , to make fafe provifi-
on for your felves and us, before it be too late,

- And whereds we , whofe hearts' have joyred cheere-
tully with all thof¢ Petitions which have beene exhibyi-
ted unto you inthe behalfe of the purity ‘of Religion |
and the hberty of our Hufbands,perfonsand e®ates, re-
counting our felves to have: an interefd it the comnton
Ppriviledges witlt them 5 doe with the fame confidence
aflure our felves to find the fame pracions acceprance
withyow, for eafing of thofe grievances ; which in re-
gard of ous fraile condition, do more neerly concerne
Abavet i : A b us




as sand doe deeply terrifie our foules: our Domefticall
dangers with which this Kingdome is. fo much diftra-

&ed, efpecially growing .on us from thofe treacherous -
and wicked attempts. already are fuchyias we find -onr:

{felves to have as deepe a tharcas anyethers. = 007
. \Wecannotbut tremble at the very thiotughtsofcte
horid and hideous fals which modefty fotbidsus no »

- to name occafioned by the bloady Warres! in G ermany,

his Majefties late Northerne Avmyis how! ofted‘didir
affright our hearts,whilft their violince began to break
out fo furioufly uponthe perfons of thofe;whiofe Huf-
bands or Parcnts were ‘not ableitol refene: weewilh

we bad no-caufeto fpeike of thofe infoléncics, and

favage ufage and unheard of rapes , exercifed upon otir
Sex in freland , andhave we not juft caule'to feare they
wil provethefore-runners of ouriruine exeept’Almish-

ty God by thewifdome and care of this Pasliamicar e
pleafed to fuccor us,our Husbands and children,which
are as deere and tender untous, as the lives andblood
-of ourhearts , to fee them murthered and'musigled and
~cut in pieces before oureyes, to fec our chitdrén dafh.
-ed againft the ftoves , and the Mothers milke mingled

‘with the Infants blood,running downthe ftreets ; to fee
‘our ‘Houfes.cn flaming fire over our -heads': oh ho v
dreadfull would this bé | wee thoughe it mifery énovgh
(though nothing to that we have juft caufe'to feare )

but few ycares fince for fome of our Sex ; by unjuft di-

vifions from their bofome comforts ; tobe rendred in

‘a manner Widdowes ; and ‘the children’ Fatherleffe,
- Hufbands were Imprifoned from the Society of their

wives, even againt the Lawes of God and Nature , and
-dittle Infants fuffered in their Fathers banithments;:

thoufands
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*thoufinds of our decreft friends have been compelled
* to fly from Epifcopall perfecurions into defert places
- amongft wild Beafts , there finding more favour then

‘intheir mtive oyle , and in the' mid of all therr for-
~ ‘rowes , fuch hath the pity of the Prelates beene, that
our cryes could never enter into, their eires or hearts,
‘nor yetthrough multitu des of ‘obftruéions could ne-
wer Have accefle or come nigh t thofc Royall mercies

-of our maft gracious Soveraigne, which we confident-

ly hope ; would have relizved us:but after all thefe
ipreflures ended , wehambly fiznifie, thirour prefent
feares are, thatunleflé the blood-thirfty falion ofthe
Papifts and Prelifes be liindred intheir defignes , our
felvesherein England as well as they in Ireland, {hallbe
‘expofed to that mufery' which is more intollerable then

;- 'thatavhich is'atready pift; as namely tothe rage not ot

men aloac;but ot Devilsincarnite, (aswe may {o fay)
befidestherhraldam: of our foulesind’'confciences in
‘mitters concerning God , which ofall things are moft

dearcuntous,~ - et aoeels o]
Nov the remembrance of all thefe fearefull acci-
dents aforemearioned , doe firongly move us fromthe
‘example of the woman of Takos to fall fubmiffively at
the feetof his Majeltic, our drexd Soveraigne, and cry
Help O King, help O yee the noble Worthies now fic-
ting in Parliament : And we lumbly befeech you , that
you willbe a meanes to his Majeftic and the Houfe of
Pceres, that they will be pleafed to take our heart-
breaking grievances into timely confideration , and
adde ftrength and incouragement to your noble indea-
vours, and futher, that youwould move his Majeftic
with our humble requefts, that he wouldbe gracioufly
| A 3 pleafed




(4)

pleafed according to the exampleof thegood King
~ dfa; to purge both the Court and Kingdome of el
that great Idolatrous Service of the Maffe ;' which s

tollerated in the Queenes Court,this finne (as we con-
ceiv) is able to draw downe a greater curfe upon the
whole Kingdome, then all your noble and pious indes-
vours can prevent , which was the caufe that the gaod
and pious King 4fzwould rot fuffer ldolatry in his
owne Mother, whofe example if it thall pleafe his Ma-
jefties gracious goodnefic to follow, in putting downe
Popery and ldolatry both in great and fmall, in Court
and in the Kingdome throughout, to fubduethe Pa-
pifts and their -a%ettcrs ; and by taking away the power
of the Prelats ; whofe government by kmig1 and wofull
experience wee have found to be againft the liberry of
our confcience and the freedome of the Gofpell , "and
the {incere profeflion and pra&ife thereof, then fhall
our feares be removed , and we may expe&that Ged
wil powre down his bleffings in aboundance bothupen
his Majeftie, and uponthis Honourable Affembly and
npon the whole Land. | .

~ For which your new Fetitioners
[balt pray affeEiionatly @ye,

" "The




 The Reafonsfollow,

IT mtay be thought &rangé, and unbecleeming our fex

 to thew our felves by way of Petirion to this Ho-
nourable Affembly : but the matter being rightly con-
fidered, of the right and ingerett we have in the com-
mon aud publique caufe of the Church, it will,as we

~ conceive ( under corre&ion) be found a dutycom.

manded and required.

Firft; becaufe Chrift hath purchafed us at as dearea
rate as he hathdone Men, and therefore requireth the
like obedience for the fame mercy asof men.,

- Secondly, becaufe in the free enjoyning of Chrift
in hisown Laws, & a flourithing eftate of the Church

and common-wealth, confifteththe happinefle of wo-

men, as well as men. - v

. Thirdly,becaufe women are {harers in the common
Calamities that accompany both Church and Com.
mon Wealth, when oppreffion is excrcifed over the
Church or Kingdome whercin they livey and. an unli-
mited power hath bin given to the Prelats, toexercife
authority over the Confciences of VWomen, as well 25
men, - Witneffe Newgate, Smithfield, and other places

of perfecution, wherein Women as well as Men have’

- felethe fmart of their Fury. _
Neither are weleft without example in Scripturc ,
for when the ftate of the Church, in the time of King

Abafuerus,as by the bloody enemies thereof fought to

beutterly defiroyed, we find that Hefler the Queensand
her Maids falted and prayed,and that Hefler peritionad
to the King, in thebehalfe ofthe Church , and though
fhe enterprized this dury with the bazard of her O'.vnfc

T ' lite




life, being contrary to the law to appearebeforethe
K ing before fhewere fent for,yether love tothe Church
carryed Ler thorow all diff cultaes, torthe performance
oty 7 o o e e e
‘On which grounds'we are imboldned eo'prefes t our .
hitmbic Petition unto this Honoutable Aflembly noc
weighting the reproaches which may and are by many
caft upen us, who ¢ coe well weighing thie prémiffes )
{coffe and deride out good intent. Wedoc'it not out .
of any felfe conceit, .or pride ofheart, 45’ feeking to
equall our felves with ten, either in Aurhority opavif-_
~dome : But according to our placesto difcharge that
duty weowe to God, and the caufe of the Church jas
_farreas lyeth in us, following herein the example of .
ghe Men, which have gone inthis duty beforcus, -
A Relation of the manner how it wasdelivered, . with theic
: : aniwer fent by Mr Py, ©0 7 5 0 o0
His petition, with their Realons;‘was d<fivercd the 4th of.
L Feb, 1641. by Mrs Anne Stagg.a'Géntlewoman,and Brew= « =
ers wife; and many othcrs with her of 1iké ranke and qualicys
Hawhich wheii they had delivered; afier fome t{m; fpent in rea-~
‘dinedt it the Honourable affembly fent c‘hem;};ﬁ‘ anfwerby M, <

'3

¢ Pyin, which wasperforméd inthis mannee. 500 " 0 00 e
Pym cameto the Commonsdoore, and calied for ths Wos
nd fpake ugto th.m in thifewords, cod womitny, your,
ti-anf -’é};e Reealons have ‘bin read in the Houfe''gnd is

ona)
gikeully Atccpred of, and is come inafeafonable time, i, ..
youthall(God wil ingsreceive fromus al the fatisfa&ion whiclh -
we can poffibly give coycur jult and lawtull defires. We intreat. ...
you to repaireto your Houfs, and tarne your Petition which
you have delivered here, nto Prayers at'home for us; for wé
have bin, are,and {1 all be {to our utmoft power) ready ‘'to res
lieve yous your Husbands and Children 5 and to performe the
truft committed unto us, towards God, our King and Countrey,
as becometh faithfull Chriftians and LoyalliSubje&s, -
FINIS. .
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