





DISCOVERY

Six WomcnaPreachcrs in A zdd/ efex,
Kent, Cambrzdge,and Salisbury,
WITH
A Relation of their Names, Mannerc
Life,and Doé&rine,

Their Names.
Anne Hempftall. ) S Ioane Banford, 7  Eliz. Bancroft.
Mdrj Btlbmw 2.5' ufom Mﬂ] . g Arabella Tbomm‘.}
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Thefix Women-Dreachers.” |
e Hempﬂdll, ; A'Mary Bilbrow, '
_ Toan Bauford, .~ pand L Sufan May,. -
Elizabeth Bancroft Arabella T homas,
e v N’anc‘iéhftimc;‘ I)gv,e~I read of .
~ Prophetefles, but not untill of
late heard of Women Prea- -
s e chers ,: their onely reafon or -
n " i
(7, %) canfeof preaching, was, that :
27 12 there wasa deficiency of good -
~ men, wherefore it was but fit,

" that vertuous women fhould
fupply their places, they were (men they did
meane) good for nothing but'to make their Texts
good by expounding the language of the Beaft,
but they themlelves would preach nothing, buc
fuch things as the {pirit fhould move them.

The firft and chiefe of this female and Sacerdo-
ticall funétion, was one gwne Hempflall, living in
the Parith of Saint dndrewes Holborne,neere Lon-
den, and in the County of Middlefex, upona cer-
taine time, fhe having a minde, faid fhe was mo-
vedto bee zealoufly *aﬂ‘cgccd, called an aﬂ’cmbly;%
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then upon the ufes or dorines which

ly fifter entended to expound untathcm,but

ing come to the houfe of this mne Hensy) all,
lous &am {pake to them afccgggg:mm;@ ,,,,, T |
- Beloved fifters, this laff night I dreamed:: ’
ftrange Dream, moreover me thought I faw a vi-
fion,in which dmmathe propheteffe was prdfinted
untomy view " the fplendour of whofe couate-
nance did caft meintoa trance, wirerein Fly un-
till the mext morning, ' and the morning bring
come ;- I'could conceive no interpretation of my
Dream but this | that I fhould imitate godly 4n-
74, by preaching into you | as fhe prophefied tq-
otherss her {pecch firook them all into an afto-
nithment, at which , this prophane Amme cryed
outy Now doththeholy Ghoft defeend downe
upon you, whercfore give earcuato mee, then:
did fhe begin to talke, and fpeake unto them that
which firft cameinto her minde, but the chicfe
marter of her Text wasthis, That womans haire -
wasan adorning toher, “but for aman to have .
long haire, it was 2 fHimeunto him » whichthe
Sc ipture it felfe cryeth fie upon ;, long did fhee -
preach, and longerT dare avouch then fome of |
the audience were willing, for fome of them had
as far home'as White Chappell, wherefore her:.
Iangitude might caufe a brevitude of her tucking:
the dgqusvitebortle 5 two ho,,urcsvvbcing.expircd sh
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tnithebottome of the ftoolbeginning ta Jookor
pen-monthed with het furious ftam ps,. fhee gave
; ‘ i  them
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. Mary) Baliéraw, m cf‘ the s Aud mcd bcingaf
thc Panthot SancGdesin thaitilgsdt firedthem
tohee b with herthe mixs movoing 5 afid afrer
Sermon they fhou'd hive good f1Pig to brdaks
falt,befidesacup of Sick or Clarce to- wath it
dowin : Fhey allagreedunto it, and making ulc of
allthe Rhetopiek which, they weie botne wnto]
they gave herthanks,andiofor thattime . a Boile
of Ale, ot two. bcmg devoured , they departed
cvery one to their owne houlfes, The - next mor-
ping they met allyogether acthe houfe of Mary
Bilorow, whofc husband wis agood honeft Brick-
_ layers and fo fooneasthey ¢ime wichin the doors
of herhoufe, fhe brought themallinto her Par-
lour, as fhmeaua’d ity and inftead of fools and
cuthipris; theehad: prmndcd before handy three
Brickesapiece for them to fit upon;, herrdafon
was; this;.fhee 'thogght-they would ‘not fic
mugch,. becaufé women to goodinftructions love
ﬁandmg her Pulpit wasframed very (Ubftantials
Iy of Brick, fo-highithat fearco any thing biit het
flanding upitippetcould be feén, Sheibis spancchere
very devoutly to make an ex tempore prayer , but
 beforefhéc had featce fpoken twenty words, Her
dsughter caifie rinningin véryl haftdy’,tchmg her
aGantlemanat Bloomstury ftayed to {peake.witht
- herabout urgent accafi om§ whichihearing, {hize'
1eapt ourof her prayesinto:this fetious medifi
tmn,xl thinkdc! bt the'Gencleman] th»mﬁhaltat




Salisbury Court, whom 1" promifet] this ‘day tg
mect withall: whercupon fhe left her pulpir,f) pred
the cloath,and brought her Goflipsin a Rig, ac-
_cording to her premifes who fed heartily,and fo
departed. Somuchat this time for Middlefex fei'
malaTeachets, 1 b oo Sv=ihin &t pad (@
Now give mee leave totake warer, and goc to
Gravefend, and {o further into Kent,where [ thall
tell you of one.7oan Bauford inthe Towne of Fes
vexfbam, who taughvin Fevarfham, that husbands
being fuch as crofled their wives wills,- mighe
lawfully be forfaken. . 70 ' e
¢+ Then was there one S#fap May of Afhford in
the County of Kent alfo, which preached in' g
Barne there,that the Divell was the facher' of the
Pope, :the Pope the father of thofe which did
weare Sutplices 5 wherefore confequently. the
Divell was the father of all thofe whichdid nop
lovesPuritangs oo 31 63 ;515 10 g 2ol U
There was likewife.one Elz‘zabethmmﬁ inEY
ly in Cambridgethire, where Bithop wven firft
going to place Altars there, preached behinde the -
Minifter upon a faturday,thatit was fic.upon Sun.
day. to facrifice the Popes Birdupon hisowne Al
tar. . :
Then laftly, thete was one Arabelle Thomas , 2
Welch woman, which lived in the Citie of Salif-
bury, which preached, -and . in her Sermon faid,
that none but fuch' painfull creaturesas her felfe
fhould goe to heaven: forthofe Minifters which
didnot preach twice upon every Sabbath day,fhe
' faid,




faid, that very fhottly the blacke Raven by day,
and the white Owle by night fhould fcratch out
their eyes. % o
Thus have I declared {ome of the female Aca-
‘demies,but where their Univerfitie is, I cannot

tell, but I fuppofe that Bedlam or Bridewell

would be two convenient places for them, Is je
- not fufficient that they may have the Gofpel tru- -
ly and fincerely preached unto them, but they
muft take their Minifters office from them+ [f
there had beenfuch;a dearth of the Golpel as
there was in the reigne of Q. Mary,it had been an
occafion fomewhat urgent. But God bee praifed
it was not {o, but that they feemed to bee ambiti-
ous, and becaufe they would have luperiority,
they would get upon a ftoole, orinatubin ftead
of apulpit. At this time I have defcribed but fix
of them,ere long 1 fear I fhall relate more, 1 pray .
God I have nocaufe ; and {o for this time I con-,

clude,
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