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TO THE
oW BB N

Mapawm,

I exTERTAIN themoft grateful fenfe
of the honour of YOUR ROYAL PA-
TRONAGEasa pérfonal obligation ; but,
having been once indulged with !
fhould not have prefumed to requeft it a
fecond time with a view to my own

gratification only.
| On the prefent occafion it is my am-
bition to be confidered by the public
an advocate for the poory-entreating the
b attention of the ladies, under the fanftion

| of your ROYAL COUNTENANCE AND
| prRoTECTION: for I am perfuaded that
| no circumftance whatever can more for-
cibly recommend to notice any fcheme ot
charity than the knowledge that yeur
Majesty thinks it worthy of regard.
A2 There
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There is no need, Mapam, to
folicit your Majesry in favour
of my plans, your own f{pontaneous
goodnefs has anticipated thems and
it muft rejoice every one, who 18 truly
interefted in the improvement and em-
ployment of the poor, to know that
our gracious Querx has deigned to
fet an example which, it is to be hoped,
every lady will be emulous to follow.
Permit me therefore, MaDpAM, to men-

tion, that your ROYAL BENEFICENCE
has been the principal mean of the com-
mencement of Sunday-fchoels at Wind-
for, and that a fchool of girls is fup-
ported there by your ROYAL BOUNTY,
which may properly be denominated a
School of Induftry, though upon a nrore
tiberal plan than admits of general imi-
tation. Your allowing this humble wark
to be inferibed to you, will, T make no
doubt, be regarded as another proof of
good-will towards thefe inftitutions.
The exemplary piety of your life,
Mapam, evinces that you have the in-
tereft
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tereft of REL1GION atheart; and there-
fore it muft give you great fatisfaction to
find that the knowledge of Chriftianity
(through the providential thought and
liberal = experiment of a private indi-
vidual) is fpreading in an aftonithing
manner among that rank of people
which forms the bulk of the nation,
and on whofe integrity and induftry its
welfare principally depends: furely we
may regard it as an inftance of Gop’s
favour to a CurisTiAN KiNnc AND
QuEEN, that {o extraordinary a reform-
ation as the extenfive charity of Sun-
day-fchools feems calculated to effect,
thould be begun at this period ; for the
SACRED VOLUME informs us that it is
the ufual courfe of Gop’s PROVIDENCE
to mark with diftinguifhing bleflings the
reigns of provs PrRinces. Our be-
loved SovEREIGN may now reafonably
hope for an increafe of glory—his fub-
jets may expet an increafe of happi-
nefs; for, in forming an idea of the
profperity of a nation, we muft not efti-

mate
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mate by the extent of territory, the num-
ber of people, or the quantity of gold
and filver, but by the proportion of its
members who live agreeably to that
RIGHTEOUSNEss which can alone ex-
alta kingdom, and on whom the AL-
micHTY will beftow the TREASURE
OF INESTIMABLE VALUE.

To apply another beautiful fimilitude
of our Saviour, we have now the hap-
pinefs to fee the gofpel, that ¢ Grain
of muftard feed,” the growth of which
has been fo long obftructed by the per-
nicious weeds of impiety and profligacy,
fhooting forth its branches to different
parts of the kingdom, and thoufands, nay
hundreds of thoufands, taking fhelter
under them againft the evils of igno-
rance and vice. That it may continue
to flourith fo as to be productive of every
public and private benefit which natural-
ly arife from the prevalence of RELI-
croxn and MorALITY—that our Kixg
may reign over a pious and united peo-
ple—that Your MaJEsTY may enjoy
3 every
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‘every comfort which the excellency of
your difpofition entitles you, through
Divine Mercy, to expett—and that your
amiable and illuftrious family may, in
every relation of life, imitate the virtues
of their RoyAL PARENTs—is the fer-
vent prayer of,

Mapawm,
Your MAJEsTY’s
moft grateful,
moft devored, and

moft obedient fervant,

SARAH TRIMMER,

Brentford,
March 10, 1787,
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THE

CECONOMY of CHARITY.

Ar'TER the many excellent fermons
and tracts which have been publithed
concerning Sunday-fchools, by perfons
of the firft abilities and moft refpectable
charafters, I am fearful of appearing
prefumptuous, in offering to the world
any thing on the fubje& : I therefore beg
leave to premife that it is not my defign
to produce any arguments in favour of
the inftitution in general, or to attempt
anfwering the objetions that have been
made againft it; but merely to addrefs
tomy own fex a few thoughts refpecting
the great advantages that would proba-
bly arife to fociety from their taking
a more active part than it is at prefent
ufual for them to take, in the manage-

B ment
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OECONOMY OF CHARITY,
ment of Sunday-fchools, and the per-
fonal diftribution of voluntary benefac-
tions.

It may be thought impertinent in
fo inconfiderable an author as myfelf
to dictate to ladies of rank and for-
tune; but as I am fenfible that num-
bers of them fet the moft laudable ex-
amples, by diffufing their benevolence
in every. way that occurs to their own
minds, or is fuggefted to them by others,
I rely on their'indulgence, when I pre-
fume to entreat them to honour with
their particular confideration the plans
which T am about to propofe, and to
ral hand
towards the poor of ‘their fefpective

difpenfe their bounty with a lib

neighbourhoods at this important  crifis;
for God only knows what the lower or-
ders of people will become 'if Sunday-
{chools are 'fuffered to drop, and fome-
thing farther is not done for ‘their re-

formation. To perfons in the middling
ftations of life I more particularly ad-

drefs




ADDRESSED ‘TO LADIES, 3

drefs the following. theets ; not doubt-
ing but that many will be found ready
to facrifice a portion of their ‘time to
the purpofes of inftructing and employ-
ing their ignorant and indigent fellow-
creatures. ‘Such ladies as are already en-
gaged in purfuits fimilar to thofe which
arc here recommended, will, Tam per-
fuaded, favour me with their good wifhes.
It is obvious to common fenfe that
a want of concord among the various
orders of people muft be prejudical
to a nation at large ; for, in appoint-
ing different ranks among mankind,
our all-wife and beneficent CrEATOR
undoubtedly intended the good of the
whole. ¢ He regardeth not the rich any
more than the poor; they are all the
work of his hand:” and, that a proper
agreement might be kept up among
them, he has made their welfare. and
happinefs to depend in a great meafure
on their murual interchange of good
offices, and has ordained to cach pecu-
B a liar




4 OECONOMY OF CHARITY,
Jiar duties: to all in fuperior ftations,
juftice, humanity, condefcenfion and
charity : Ao the poor, honefty, dili-
gence, humility and gratitude. The
general practice of thefe duties is effen-
tally requifite to produce that unani-
mity which ought to fubfift among a
race of rational beings, and particularly
among the profeffors of a holy religion
which fo ftrongly inculcates univerfal
benevolence. It is evident that unani-
mity does not at prefent fubfift in this
country, and the confequences are dread-
ful to fociety; it is therefore incumbent
on all its members to ufe every means
in their power towards a reftoration of
that harmony, without which there can-
not be either fafety or tranquillity : and
furely it is perfectly confiftent with the
female charater for ladies to exert
their endeavours towards reconciling thefe
unhappy differences, and effeting that
mutual good -underftanding which the
practice of reciprocal benevolence and
gratitude
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gratitude would naturally produce, which
Chriftianity requires, and which has fub-
fited in the. nation in former ages of
the world.

1 would not be underftood to in-
finuate that the want of charity is
among our national fins: for it is evi-
dent, from the great contributions that
are fpeedily raifed when any cafe of ex-
traordinary calamity, either public or
private, folicits relief, and from the an-
nual fubfcriptions to hofpitals of various
kinds, that pity is ftill. a predominant
principle in Britifh hearts; it may in-
deed be confidered as a kind of national
bank, replete with benefits, on which
the fuperlatively wretched in the higher
and middling ftations of life may freely
draw.

But public charities cannot be ex-
pected to operate univerfally, though
numbers are feafonably relieved by them;
there are ftill multitudes of neceflitous
people excluded from the advantages

B3 they




6 OECONOMY. OF CHARITY,
they afford, and who, under the deno-
mination of parifh-poor, fuffer a variety
of diftrefles, which, when brought forth
1o view, lay equal claims to commifer-
ation.

It is true that in every parith great
fums are collected for the poor, and I
queftion not but that they are in general
confcientioufly diftributed; but it is not
pofiible, in a large parifh, for the officers
to inform themfelves minutely of the
real wants of each individual : fome per-~
fons make falfe reprefentations of their
circumftances; others, througha miftaken
pride, fuffer the extremities of wretched-
nefs without applying for relief; and
Jome diftreffes are of fuch a nature as
money alone cannot remove.

The cuftom of making parifh collec-
‘tions was certainly very wifely contrived
to compel every houfekeeper to con-
tribute towards the fupport of his indi-
gent brethren; becaufe, in every com-
munity, fome hard-hearted people will
be
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be found over whom pity has no in=
fluence: but it is a general complaint
that poor-rates are in moft parts of the
kingdom enormoufly high; and it is
ufual to caft refletions on thofe who
have the difpofal of them, from an idea
that they lavifh in feftive entertainments
what fhould be applied to the purpofes
of feeding the hungry and clothing the
naked: but I am inclined to believe
that, on impartial inquiry, it will feldom
be found that parifh officers. deferve
thofe inve&ives that are uttered againft
them;; for they are chofen by a veftry,
and confirmed by magiftrates, all of
whom we cannot fuppofe fo corrupt as to
commit fuch an important truft to the
hands of notorioufly wicked men; and
thofe who have a charaéter to lofe would
fearcely be guilty of fuch flagrant acts
of injuftice: befides, their accounts are
apen for the infpection of other inhabi-
tants, thould be pafled by a veftry, and:
then ratified by a magiftrate; confe-

B4 quently




8 OECONOMY OF CHARITY,
quently any abufe of the parith money
might foon be detetted. However, it
is it feems a certain fa& that rates are
in many parithes much higher in propor-
tion than they formerly were : this al-
teration is conje€tured to be principally
owing to a want of induftry among the
poor; but may it not be partly attributed
to the diminution of voluntary benefac-
tions ?

There was a time when Englith hof-
pitality was extenfively difplayed by the
affluent without compulfion—when the
opulent mere generally regarded the
fuperfluities of their tables as the por-
tion of the widow, the orphan, and the
induftrious labourer — when it would
have been thought a crime to confume,
in preparing a fingle difh, a quantity of
provifions fufficient to {ubfit a whole
family for a week—when every induftri-

us man and woman could readily find a
patron, and looked up to their fuperiors
with gratitude and affeCtion : nor is this
hofpitality
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hofpitality entirely banifhed from the
land; the principle from which it origi-
nates fill exifts in the minds of many;
as is evident from the private bénefac-
tions beftowed by fuch of our nobility
and gentry as live in other refpe&s like
their anceftors: but the misfortune is
that moft of thofe, who have it in their
power effectually to relieve the indi-
gent, do not refide at their eftates, {o
as to become acquainted with their dif-
trefles ; others, who have been accuf-
tomed from their infancy to run the in-
ceflant round of fafhionable diffipation,
are totally thoughtlefs of the miferies
which are attendant on a ftate of po-
verty; not perhaps through an actual want
of humanity, but becaufe their fenfibility
has never been awakened in behalf of
the wretched; and therefore they have no
conception of the bitternefs of pain and
forrow which thoufands of their fellow-
creatures endure, and are ignorant of
the tranfcendent delights which the prac-

B tice




10 OECONOMY OF CHARITY,
tice of benevolence affords, Some are
reftrained from beftowing their charity
through fear of impofition, and an idea
that their donations will be mifapplied 3
and many who are benevolently inclined
have not ability to give more money
than the parith legally demands.

We have before obferved that our
age is remarkably diftinguithed by a
variety of noble public benefactions.
In fa&, itappears as if this fpecies of
charity totally engroffed the attention of
the opulent in general, while the more
immediate objects of their kindnefs, the
poor of their refpetive neighbourhoods,
are configned to the care of parith of-
ficers. This raifes a great degree of re-
fentment in the poor ; which thews itfelf
in infolent behaviour to their fuperiors,
and checks the induftry of many, who,
thinking they have a juft right to a
fhare of the parith money as well as
their neighbours, refolve to have it, and
with this view give way to idlenefs, and
wilfully
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wilfully become chargeable; confequent-
ly larger colletions are required ; and
thofe who do not apply to the parifh are
greatly diftrefled; others, who are but
one remove above paupers, are put to
{traits and difficulties to contribute their
fhare ; while numbers of the higher
ranks, fuppofing they do their dnr} oy
giving largely to public charities, and

paying the rates, do not concern them-

felves with the diftreffes of individuals.
The great cultivation of literature in

this kingdom may be confidered as

another caufe of the decreafe of private
benefaltions ; for, among numberle(s
good effects, it has produced one un-
happy confequence — it has made too
great a diftinion between the poor and
their fuperiors. The higher and mid-
ling ranks are fo refined, and the lower
r, that their language is in many

Qs as unintelligible to each other
as if they came from different regions of

the wor

Totally uninftru&ed in their
early years, and excluded from good cx-

B 6 ample,
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OECONOMY OF CHARITY,
ample, poor people are unable to ex~
prefs themfelves with propriety, fall into
habits of vice and profanenefs, and ac-
quire a roughnefs of manners, which
make them appear, to thofe whohave had
what is called a polite education, little
better than a fet of {avages and barba-
tians, with whom any familiar inter-
courfe would be degrading and unbe-
coming, if not dangerous. Unhappily
for the poor, numbers of them fall into
the dreadful practice of dram drinking,
and bring an odium on their whole
clafs; for, as drunkennefs certainly leads
to beggary and. wretchednefs, many
perfons, who will not give themfelves the
trouble of examing into things, haftily
conclude that rags and wretchednefs.
are infallible indications of drunkennefs;
and through this illiberal prejudice
& is. fuffered to
languifh in mifery, who might be ren-

many a deferving o

dered happy with a very little affitance.
KL‘:)L
® There isa little trad by the late excellent Dr.

Hales,
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Kept at this mortifying diftance by
thofe who partake the fame common
nature, the poor in their turn entertain
unfavourable prejudices againft thofe
whom Providence has placed above them,
and fancy that they difdain to confider
them as fellow-creatures. When fick-
nefs afilics, or misfortunes opprefs them,
they féel fevere mortification in having
no refource for relief but an application
to the parith; and when in health they
receive the price of their labour without
gratitude, becaufe they fuppofe it to be
paid without kindnefs ; and often think
it juftifiable to impofe on their em-
ployers in order to recompenfe to them-
felves the inequalities of fortune, and
take revenge on thofe who they ima-
gine overlook them through negligence,
or regard them with fcorn and contempt.
This is the manner in which Chrif-
tians
Hales, entitled, An Admonition to the Drinkers of
Spirituous Liquors, which if read by Sunday-fcholars,
and through them conveyed into their p
might do a great deal of good,
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tians have long lived together in this
divided country, inftead of m aintaining,
as the divine Author of their religion
enjoins, a mutual intercourfe of good-
will—inftead of ftriving with one heart
and one foul to ad\‘.lmc the glory of
God, promote the intereft of the whole
body, and fpread the belief and practice
of Chriftianity throughout the world !
But, thanks to divine Providence! a
happy revolution is begun among us;
and we may now hope to fee public
charity going hand in hand with private
beneficence.  Mr. Raikes of Gloucefter,
(whofe name every Chriftian muft vene-
rate) has, by his excellent fcheme of
Sunday-fchools, drawn the attention of
the benevolent towards the rifing gene-
ration of parith poor, who are already
become objes of general regard ; and in
mary placesthe moftaffiduousendeavours
are ufed to refcue them from ignorance,
vice and. profanenefs, and plant in their

it is to be

hoped

minds thofe virtues, w
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hoped will render them more deferving
of notice than their parents for the moft
part are fuppofed to be.

Wherever Sun {chools are eftab~
lithed, inftead of feeing the ftreets filled
on the Sabbath-day with ragged chil-
dren engaged at idle fports, and utter-
ing oaths and blafphemies, we behold

them affembling in fchools, neat in their
perfons and apparel, and receiving with
the greateft attention inftrutions fuited
to their capacities and conditions. In
the intervals of {chool-hours they walk
quietly and regularly to church, where
they join with the congregation in of-
fering prayers and praifes to the great
Creator of high and low; and are put
into a courfe of piety .and morality,
which is likely to render them ufeful
members of fociety. But it is, I be-
lieve, a general obfervation, founded on
_experience, that Sunday-{chools, unlefs
‘vifited by perfons of fuperior rank in
life to the mafters and miftrefles, feldom

anfier
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anfier the propofed ends. Something
out of the common way is neceflary to
induce many parents to fend their chil-
dren; and many children would be averfe
to going if they were not aflured of
an exemption from that kind of dif=
cipline pradifed in weekly fchools, and
taught to expet pleafures fuperior to
thofe they enjoy in the purfuit of idle
amufements, to which, if at liberty, they
ufually devote the Sabbath-day. No-
thing is a greater excitement to them
all than the hope of being noticed by
their fuperiors. To ufe the words of
an excellent advocate for this inftitu-
tion®; ¢ Vifitors are the very life and
foul of the fyftem, the veins through
which the blood is daily circulating to
the heart, and by that heart fent back
to the remoteft members.”

If we confider the nature of the in-
ftruction required, and compare it with
the

* See preface to a fermon on the advantages of Sun-
day-fchools, by the Rev. John Bennet of Manchefter
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the ufual mode of education in weekly
{chools, we fhall be convinced that it
can fcarcely be expected to find mafters
and miftrefles fully qualified for the
tatk. Buteven fuppofing them capable
of inculcating divine truths, and of ex*
panding thofe minds in which rcafon lies
enveloped in many a fold of ignorance
and error, the fhort fpace of time al-
lotted for their teaching a large num-
ber will not admit of their giving much
religious inftruétion ; as the mere learn-
ing to read and fpell, and repeat cate-
chifms by rote, will fufficiently employ
the children; and, without the affiftance
of a fuperior, a mafter or miftrefs would
find it very difficult to get thirty or
forty children in order, who had never
been accuftomed to any kind of re-
gularity : befides, if the teachers have
paffed the preceding weck in the labo-
rious and fatiguing occupation of keep-
ing fchools, they ftand in need of re-
creation; and it is reafonable that the

Sunday
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Sunday bufinefs fhould be made as light
to them as poffible; and the aid of vifi-
torsis a great encouragement to teachers
as well as {cholars.

Aétuated by that compaffion and hu-
mility which, among Chriftians, are the
ufual inmates of liberal and cultivated
minds, many gentlemen of rank and for-
tune have, as I underftand, condefcend-
ed to the office of vifitors at Sunday:
fchools ; even learned prelates, and other
dignified clergymen, regarding poor chils
dren as an important part of the flocks
committed to their charge, have been
affiduous to colleé them into folds ; and
the parochial clergy, in many places,
watch over them with pious care, and
feed them individually with fpiritual
food; and this laudable zeal has been
productive of the happieft effects.

What eloquent perfuafions in behalf
of Sunday-fchools have iffued from the
pulpit! What powerful arguments have
been publithed to the world ! fufficient,
ong
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one would think, to engage every heart
in their intereft.

Can ladies view thefe noble exertions
of the other fex, and not be infpired with
emulation to join with equal ardour in an
undertaking which has for its objeét
the reformation of fo confiderable a part
of the kingdom; and which; in the end,
may lead to.a. general reformation ?

What can be a greater ack of charity
than to contribute to the fuccefs of an
inftitution like this? What more fuited
to the tendernefs which is-allowed to be
natural to our fex? Can a woman, ac-
cuftomed to the exercife of maternal
affection towards. her own beloved off-
{pring, be indifferent to the happinefs of
poor children, who have no means of
learning their duty but what thefe {chools
afford? Can fhe think of multitudes be-
ing devoted toignorance, vice, and per=
haps eternal mifery, and not reach forth
a ready hand to fnatch them from fo
dreadful a fate? Will the not afford
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every affiftance in her power towards the
fuccefs of an eftablithment which is cal-
culated to obviate thefe evils; to incul-
cate ufeful knowledge ; adorn the mind
with Chriftian graces; and procure for
thofe, who are doomed to fuffer the mi-
feries of this life, eternal happinefs in 2
future ftate?

But I'am perfuaded it is needlefs to fay
more to engage the humanity of my fex
in favour of Sunday-fchools. I doubt
not but it will be fully exerted in any plan
which fhall appear expedient and pro-
per. Numbers of ladies have already,
by generous donations, teftified their de-
fire to promote the fuccefs of Sunday-
fchools; and all ranks of women, above
the very pooreft, feem inclined to contri-
bute, in a pecuniary way, as liberally as
their circumftances will allow. Nothing
is wanting to complete their charity but
for ladies of rank to appear interefted
in the eftablithment of them, and for
others in middling ftations to give a per-
fonal attendance at the girls’ {chools;
which
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swhich I am confident would conduce, be-
yond any circumftances whatever, to
their benefit and perpetuity.

The tafk of early education in all fa-
milies naturally devolves upon mothers 3
and thofe who difcharge this duty are
confequently particularly qualified to
open the underftandings of poor chil-
dren, which frequently are, even in thofe
of twelve and fourteen, as deftitute of
cultivation as the minds of new-born in~
fants.

Accuftomed to inftruct their own fa-
milies, women acquire a pleafing and
eafy method of communicating know-
ledge, which is more engaging to the
young and ignorant than the graver me-
thods generally employed by tearned and
fcientific men. Women are befides ac-
quainted with a variety of particulars
that fall peculiarly within their own
province, which enable them to advife
the bigger girls in refpect to decorum
of behaviour and propriety of drefs—
points of very effential confequence to

young
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young females of every denomination.
It is'not fufficient to teach poor girls the
obligation of moral duties; thofe who
have never had the advantage of good
example require to be inflructed mi-
nutely and incidentally how to practife
them: ‘and furely women are beft quali-
fied to give thefe inftructions, as they
muft be the mft intimately acquainted
with the recefles

of the female heart, and
with the arguments that will the moft ef:
fectually excite a virtuous emulation to
cel in thofe virtues which are particu-
larly feminine.

I'do not mean to derogate from the
mierit of thofe

entlemen who have hi-
therto performed alone that tafk in which

! a natural and reafonable claim

> affiftance * 5 nor would I ap-

lix to a fermon lately publifhed by

iention is made of a Sunday-

fchool in Monm

) 2t W

ladies occafionally
attend o diftribute rewards; and it is pofible that
under the direction of ladies
d of, but there are certainly
gement of Gentlemen.

pear

there may ‘be others

which I have not he:
many unde

the fole m:
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pear ungrateful for their good offices,
which entitle them to refpectful thanks;
but women are undoubtedly beft able to
Jjudge of the faults and mifmanagements
of their own fex, and of their peculiar
wants; which in many inftances are un-
avoidably overlooked by thofe who are
unacquainted with the minutiz of do-
meftic bufinefs: and therefore it is to be
hoped that the worthy conduétors of
Sunday-fchools will allow us to be helps
meet for them, in a fubordinate capa-
city, qualified at‘leaft to affift in execut-
ing what, to their immortal honour,
they have fo wifely and humanely
planned.

I muft not forbear to mention that
by kindly interefting themfelves in the
inftruction of poor girls, mothers may
bring down the blefling of Heaven on
their own families. The Almighty Fa-
ther often repays his children for the du-
ties they perform in kind, and with
the moft bountiful intereft. She, there-

fore,
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fore, who extends the practice of mater~
nal tendernefs towards poor deftitute chil-
dren, may humbly hope an hundred fold
return of happinefs in the improvement
of her owrr immediate offspring, at leaft
in their eternal welfare ; efpecially if her
firft cares are direfted to training her
daughters in that way in which Chrif-
tians {hould go.

But not to matrons only would I con-
fine the interefting, the fatisfaGory office
of vifiting Sunday-fchools. Could un-
married ladies be prevailed on to give
their kind affiftance, they would find oc-
cafions for exercifing thofe amiable quali-
ties, which are partly loft to the world for
want of their forming matrimonial con-
nections.  Providence has exempted
them from family cares; fome of them
live in affluence; numbers in eafy cir-
cumftances; their hours often hang
heavy on their hands—how then can
they apply their fuperfluities both of time
end money to more advantage than in
affording
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affording inftruction and employment
to poor children? Few people are fo
inconfiderable as not, to be able to con-
tribute to the welfare of a neighbour-
hood in fome way or other; though

it frequently happens that affiftance. is
withheld by women in particular, for
want of ecach individual confidering

what fer
what it is poflible for them to per
others are reftrained by modefty and

ces are required of them, or

orm 2

diffidence from taking an active part.
But I am perfuaded that, would fingle
ladies condefcend to become nurfing
mothers to the poor of the rifing gene-
ration, their happinefs would be greatly

increafed

Young ladies may alfo, with peculiar
propriety, afift in Sunday-{chools ; and
C it

* T would here beg leave to recommend to the peru.
fal of ladies in general, a little work which has been long
neglefted, but which every woman of education ought
to perufe. It 1s entitled Tre Lapres CaLLing; a
aew edition of it has been lately advertifed,
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it is particularly incumbent on them
to do fo, fince it is for them chiefly
that we are endeavouring to train up to
religion and virtue, fervants, labourers,
and mechanics : the rifing generation of
poor are inftructed by us, that our chil-
dren may be better ferved than their
parents have been, .and that, when they
have houfeholds of their own, ¢ they
may lie down in peace and take their
reft,” without the dread of being dif-
turbed by the nightly robber; and travel
the road free from the painful apprehen-
fion of being molefted by the daring
highwayman.

Itis a general complaint that domeftic
fervants are not attached to their maf=
ters and miftrefles, but a& towards them
from felfith and mercenary motives; and
that no confidence is to be placed in the
lower kinds of labourers and workmen.
This may juftly be imputed to their
being fent into the world without a
proper
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proper fenfe of the duties of their fta-
tion.
It is certainly of confequence to have
: good principled fervants, Has not our
age produced inflances of fome who
have been in league with robbers?—of
others who have fet fire to their maf-
ters’ houfes—eloped with confiderable
' fums of money, and betrayed many im-=
portant trufts? And does not almoft
every miftrefs of a family complain that
the expenfes of houfekeeping

ar
ly increafed by the waftefulnefs of {
vants? And is it not generally lament
ed that -the immoralities, pradtifed by

€ g e

the lower orders of people, keep their
employers in a conftant fate of fufpi-
cion and uneafinefs; and that it is
fcarcely poffible to engage their grati-
tude by any act of kindnefs?

An opportunity now prefents itfelf
for preventing the increafe of thefe
evils, if, as is fuppofed, they originate
from the want of early inflruction.

C2 The
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The education of poor children is no
longer entirely left to their ignorant and
corrupted parents ; it isin many places
become a public bufinefs : and if they
are not in general better taught for the
future, the fault will lie with ourfelves.

Do we with our daughters to have mo-

dul difereet, trufty maid-fervants >—let
us unanimoufly fefolve to give a help-
ing hand towards infufing good prin-
ciples into the minds of poor girls.
Do we defire they fhould be ferved
with affetionate e

em P—let us take

them to Sunday-{chools, where, by a
thoufand little attentions which they

will be happy to fhew, they may engage

gratitude of th whom they will
probably hereafter have occafion to em-

ploy, and make them

the g

mbitious of be-
ing received into the fervice of perfons
whofe friendthip and humanity they

inftead of

have already experienc
forfaking their native places and expof-
ing themfelves to a variety of tempta~
tions,
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tions, by wandering about the world,“as
many now do, without a guide, in fearchof
the moft lucrative places. Prepofleflions
perfectly agreeable to the Chriftian ceco-
nomy will occupy  the- minds of young
people in the different clafles of life: the
Tower ones will be difpofed from prin-
ciple to obey their future miftrefles with
cheerfulnefs ; the higher ones to ‘com-
mand their future fervants with®kind=
nefs; and, habitually accuftomed; thie
former to receive, the latter to comnu-
nicate, religious inftructions, the * dif-
ficulties which at prefent fall in the way

of thofe who are defirous of keeping up

regular family devetions will ceafe, and

Chriftian houfeholds will join together
in acknowledging the mercies of every
day as it paffes, and in imploring a blefs-
ing on their united endeavours to ren-
der acceptable fervice to their Creator

and Redeemer.
Or fuppofing that it fhould fo happen
that girls are not hired by thofe very
@ young
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young ladies they are particalarly at-
tatched to, they will at leaft have no
prejudices a
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infl miftreffes in general,
as 1s too often the cafe with fervants of
the prefent day; but having met with
kindnefs from fome ladies will expect
to find it from others; fentiments an-
fwerable to thefe will be entertained by
young ladies; and mutual good opinion
is allowed to be an excellent foundation
for domeftic harmony.

Another good purpofe, which will be
anfwered by the attendance of young,
ladies at Sunday-fchools, is, the accuf>

toming them to a religious obfervance
of the Sabbath-d I need not here
the duty fo ftrongly
enjoined by the fourth commandment
in the deca

remark how mucl

¢, and other parts of
{cripture, has 4()1 many years been ne-
glected

all ranks of people, for this
is a notorious fa@; neither will it be
neceflary for me to expatiate on the in-
difpenfable obligation which Chriftians

lie
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lie under to fpend the Sabbath in fuch
2 manner as may beft anfwer the inten-
tion of our great Creator in bleffing and
fanGtifying it; for thefe points have
already been fully difcuffed by abler
pens than mine: 1 will only beg leave
to hint that the higher claffes of youth
ftand as much in need of reformation in
this particular as the lower ones; there-
fore it would be doing them injuftice
not to provide for their gradual improve=
ment alfo—it is difgracing them in the
eyes of pious Chriftians—it is expofing
them to the difpleafure of God—it is
robbing them of the beft portion a pa-
rent can beftow=-to leave them at liberty
o abfent themfelves from public wor-
thip, to make frivolous vifits, to join
parties of amufement—while we are en-
deavouring to educate the poor for
heaven.

A learned and pious author, in a
late publication, which merits univerfal
C 4 attention,
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atténtion*, obferves that “ an ear ly ha-
bit of reverencing the Sabbath-d lay
mutt be laid in the tifing  generation as
one of the foundation ftones of that re-

formation {o devoutly to be withed for
. -y

{ Is it not then
dreadful confideration that fo little re-

gard s generally paid to it?

] Never was there an age that furnifhed
cater advantages than the prefent does

f for the improvementof the head. Would
; to God that the hearts of young perfons

were as well attended to !|—that re

gion
i was regarded as a neceffary branch of 2
education! Then would ¢ our fons be
as plants grown'up in their youth ; and
our daughters as corner ftone

s polifhed
after the fimilitude of a palace!”

To negleét the religious "education
i of young perfons is fubverting Chrifti-

i yumx 5 and whoever refleéts that a folemn
i covenant
o

* The due method of keeping the Sabbatli, and.

its reward; a fermon, by the Rev, W, Ellis, of Stroud,
dn. Gloucefterfhire,
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covenant has been made in the names
of their children at their baptifin, will
furely 'think it a branch of juftice to
make them acquainted with the condi-
tions of it; that when the church calls
upon them to renew the vow, they may
be qualified to make a deliberate choice
whether ¢ the Lord fhall be their God,”
or whether they will devote themfelves to
the idol that under the name of pleafure
teads thoufands to deftrution ; whether
they will firive to fecure the eternal in-
heritance which is gracioufly offered to
them or not.

I do not mean to caff an indifcriminate
cenfure on all fchools; for it is my hap-
pinefs to know feveral in which religion
is properly attended to, and I doubt not
but there are many others ; but it is cer-
tain that, in the generality of thiem, no
branch of education is fo fuperficially
taught to as that which is of the moft
real confequence ; o that when young
perfons return home complete in orna-

€5 mental
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mental accomplifhments they are mere
babes in divine knowledge # ; it is there-
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fore particularly incumbent on mothers
to put them into. the right path, from
which they have been fuffered to.de-
viate, or to confirm them in habits of
piety, if the good-feed has been happily
fown ; and where can thefe be fo effec-
tually done as in a Sunday-fchool ? Here
young ladies will find a number of poor
children collected together far the ex-
prefs purpofe of honouring their Creator
and learning his lioly will.. Surely no
one can behold fuch an affembly with-
out feeling an inftinGtive defire to pro-
mote their happi

5 and this attraction
towards them will be parti

larly ftrong
in perfons of their own age and fex :
compaffion. therefore will naturally in-
cline young ladies to-take an ative part
if they are introduced as vifitors. While
they are opening and cultivating the
under-

* I'have been well informed that in- fome {chools
the feriptures are. never: read,
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underftandings of others, their own will
expand; while they are inculcating reli-
gious principles, fentiments of piety will
fpring up in their hearts, and virtue and
goodnefs will ftrike deep root; 2 frequent
perufal of the facred: volume will fix their
principles upon the only folid bafis: they
will not lament the want of amufement
they will difcover that religion is, not
a gloomy thing, fit only for the em-
ployment of old age, but produétive
of the moft lively and fubftantial de-
lights; they will learn it as a prafti-
eal, not as a mere fpeculative {cience :
they will alfo learn to refift the allure-
ments of the world, and to afpire after
the joys of an eternal flate. Pleafed
at finding themfelves of real confe-
quence to fociety, young ladies will be
emulous to fet good examples; atthe
fame time a difcovery of their own
deficiencies, which, under the eye of a
careful parent, they can fearcely avoid
making, will reftrain them. from vanity,

(@40 and
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and kindle in their bofoms a commend-
able ambition to excel in every moral
virtue, and' approve themfelves faithful
{ervants of their blefied Redeemer, And
T'may add that they will naturally be
infpired with a defire to join in that
folemn aé which fome, throt

h carelef-
nefs, others through ignorance, and many
from ill-grounded fears, defer to a later
period of Ilife—in fhort, they will be-
come Chriftians indeed, and be able to
“ give a reafon for the faith that is in
them.” It is a circumftance greatly to
be lamented that young people {o feldony
think of re

eiving the facrament of the
Lord’s-fupper, and that their parents
ek I

and guardians do not endeavour to pre-
paté them for it. Who can be more
worthy partakers of the holy commu-
nion* than ' the young and virtuous ?
What facrifice more acceptable to the
Deity than that of a heart uneorrupted:
by the world ?

Db
But
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But to recurn to the fubject of young
ladies acting as vifitors in Sunday-fchools.
" It may be afked—Are girls, whofe own
education is not yet completed, qualified
for fuch an employment? In order to
anfwer this queftion, I entreat that the
obje@ts and nature of the inftruttions in
Sunday-fchools may be confidered. It
is not intended that the children of the
poor fhould be inftru&ed in languages,
geography, hiftory, and other articles
that conftitute a polite education; but
merely in fuch a knowledge of the
Englith language as fhall enable them
to read the feriptures; in the plain duties
of Chriftianity ; and in thofe modes of
condué@ which their ftation requires.
Few girls, in the xnlddling clafles of
life, are fo neglected in- the firft of thefe
articles as not to be able to examine
into the improvements of the Sunday-
fcholars ; the generality of them have
furely been taught to repeat prayers and
catechifims ; at leaft they can read them :
i and
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and it will be found of infinite fervice
to them' to affilt in catechifing others,
efpecially if they make ufe of a little"
tract called the Church Catechifin broke
into fhort queftions and anfivers; Bithop
Mann’s Familiar Expofition ; Fox’s Duty
of Public Worthip ; and other books
ufed in Sunday-fchools.

It may alfo be required of young la-
dies to exercife their own minds in con-
fidering the various articles of Chriftian
faith and pradice: they may likewife
inftruét Sunday-fcholars in the duties
of obedience to: parents, {fubmiffion to
teachers, reverence of the clergy, mo-
defty of behaviour, propriety of drefs,
&c.—Thefe inftruions will at the fame
time ferve to recal to their minds what
their own ftation requires ; and, I thould
think, will operate as the moft effectual
antidote againft the immoralities and
follies of the age: for it muft be af-
cribed to a want of proper refletion
that our young people are frequently fo
difrefpect-
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difrefpectful to thofe whom they are
pound to honour, and that they run into
_ fuch ridiculous modes of drefs, and levity
of condu&, as cannot render them pleaf-
ing in any fation.

I¢ is a common obfervation, that
women are apt to indulge an inclination
for adorning their perfons. This pro-
penfity is allowable, nay laudable, within
proper bounds; for.a total neglect of ap-
pearances may be juftly reckoned an
indecorum. But the prefent age runs
into a contrary extreme. It is now the
de to affect diftortion. Ladies of for-
tune, except on extraordinary occafions,
inftead of being diftinguithed by therich-
nefs of their drefs, frequently wear their
clothesof fuch materials that people much

m

beneath them can follow their fafhions.
Thofe who fet thefe modes. will fcarcely
look into. my unfathionable book ; but
fhould they honour it with a perufal, I
hope they will pardon me for faying
it feems as if they had entered into a

confpiracy
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confpiracy againft perfons in the middling
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and lower claffes of life, to make ex-
periment how far a defire of aping their
betters will lead them in the paths of
vanity and extravagance: how much
more honourable would it be to fet them

an examy

e of propricty |—then would
the outwarc

Hi’p(‘flff\ncc Of CVC\"\’ ‘woman
fecure the refpect due to her particular
ftation ; regard would be paid to circum-
ftances and chara®er; and we fhould no
longer fee the modeft virgin, with di-
theveled hair, inviting the infults of
libertines, and leffening herfelf in the
efteem of the worthy and good. 1 fhall
not take upon me to fatirize more par-

ticularly the extravagancies of the prefent
age in refpect to drefs, they have been
fufficiently ridiculed and expofed, and
thofe who are regardlefs of propriety are
proof againft derifion. I will only ob-
ferve that it is certainly requifite for
every vifitor of a Sunday-fchool to drefs
in fuch a manner as may give weight to
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her leffons on this head ; and evince that
they really pay more atténtion to the
-inward adornhings of the mind than to a
fafhionable appearance ; for there w ill be
great inconfiftency in recommending mo-
deration to the poor, while they them-
felves practice excefs.

Perhaps it may be thought improper
to take young ladies, from whom gen-
teel behaviour ‘and elegance of expref-
fion is expected, among afet of vulgar
low-bred children. I do not apprehend
any difagreeable confequences will arife
from this circumftance; for the contraft
will be fo ftriking, that I fhould think
it would? excite young ladies to pay a
nicer attention to thofe graces which dif-
tinguifh well-bred people: it may in-
deed tend to improve the manners of the
lower fort of children, fo as to prevent
their being difgufting, but will not refine
them to {uch a degree as to place them
on a level with young ladies whe havea
regard to real refinement; who drefs

themfelves
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themfelves like reafonable beings, and
who are careful to avoid fantaftic words
and phrafes, and ridiculous geftures.

It may be faid that the condefcenfion
Trecommend will encourage the lower
kind of girls to take improper freedoms
with their fuperiors. I am firmly of
opinion (nay, I can from obfervation
affert) that it will produce a contrary
effe&. The poor children of this town,
before the eftablifhment of Sunday-
{chools, were fo exceedingly rude, that
a young lady could fcarcely pafs the
ftreets without infult: they now behave
with all poffible refpect and gratitude to
their vifitors. But, fuppofing the kind-
nefs of vifitors fhould not produce the
defired effe, they are at liberty to with-
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draw themfelves at any time : but there is
no caufe to apprehend that poor chil-
dren will become more infolent from
our endeavours to civilize them ; they
cannot furely, at fo early an age, be ar-
rived at fucha height of impertinence as
this 2
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this : and young ladies may be inftruct-
ed to conduét themfelves in the fchools
fo as to preferve the refpect due to their
ftation, by keeping the children at fuch
a proper diftance as to maintain their
own confequence, at the fame time that
they treat them with encouraging kind-
nefs. Humility is ‘a virtue effentially
neceflary to complete the female cha-
rafter; indeed a woman is not truly
feminine without it : and ladies have the
moft illuftrious examples in our Royal
Family, that the higheft ranks may
fupport dignity without haughtinefs.

It may farther be objeéted that it will
endanger health to fit down in a room
furrounded by a parcel of dirty chil-
dren. I will allow chat, at the firft open-
ing of a Sunday-fchool, this is a very
difagreeable circumftance. But furely
there is no fuch contagion in dirt as
many people are apt to imagine ! for if
there were, therz would be a much
greater mortality among the poor than

the
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the rich; which T believe is not the cafe,
unlefs when epidemical’ diftempers pre-
vail: and if we call to mind that neither

OLCONOMY OF CHARITY,

difeafes or 'death ‘can ftrike any in-
dividual of our fpecies, without the per-
miflion of-an over-ruling Providence,
no apprehenfion of danger thould re-
ftrain Chriftians from engaging in a
work: to which Providence fo evidently
calls them.

Do we not fee that there is fuch a dif-
pofition in poor children to receive in-
fruction as gives a lively idea of thofe
bleffed times when numbers were daily
added to the ‘church ? Ts not the inftitu-
tion of Sunday-fchools fuccefsful to an
almoft miraculous degree, wherever the
defire of the poor to learn is feconded

by a willingnefs in their fuperiors to
teach them? What {elfith confiderations
then fhall reftrain our zeal ? What weak
fears check us in our Chriftian career?
We are encouraged, by the fortitude of
the other fex, to defy thefe imaginary

dangerss
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dangers. That omnipotent Being, who
can avert the fecret fhaft of the noifome
peftilence, and preferve his fervants alive
while thoufands fall befide them on their
right-hand and on their left, will be our
fafeguard—that merciful Saviour, whofe
footfteps we purfue, will be our guide.
Let me name a living inftance of the
truth of this affertion—the benevolent
Howard! has he not for years defied
every danger of infeftion, by vifiting
h
who breathe confined air, which is fi

prifons crowded with poor v

quently contaminated with the efluvia
of putrid difeafe?—and is he not at this
very time in that country, which, of all
others that we know of, is the moft {ub-
Jject to the depredations of the plague,
endeavouring to teach the natives how
to mitigate -this- dreadful evil? No
dangers equal to thefe prefent themfelves
to view in a Sunday-fchool: let us not
then defpife poor children for a circum-
flance which is perfedtly - excufable in

them,




46 OECONOMY OF CHARITY,

them, and perhaps more a misfortune
than a fault in their parents: let us fur-
nith them with the means of cleanlinefs,
and point out to them the comforts of
it, and they will foon improve in their
appearance to an aftonithing degree;
and their improvement in manners will
keep pace with it : for it is obfervable
that poor children havea greater regard
to their behatiour when they are lifred
from the dunghill, decently clothed,
and noticed by their fuperiors, than when
they are driven away to affociate with
their own abjet clafs, and to eat hutks
with fwine. It is impoffible to conceive
a more deplorable fet of children than
thofe of this place were before the
eftablithment of Sunday-fchools. They
now come to church clean and tight,
and have a pride in being fo. But the
girls have had great advantages : for
not only the inhabitants of the town,
but many other ladies in the neighbour~
hood, have given benefactions' for the
exprefs
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exprefs purpofe of procuring them ne-
ceffaries.

I think it ‘is fcarcely poflible for any
lady to go among a fet of ragged chil-
dren without fecling an urgent defire
to clothe them better, and make them
look like human creatures ; and this may
be done at a very little expenfe, as I
fhall endeavour to fhew in its proper
place. The duty of clothing the naked,
ladies will be reminded of while they
are hearing the New Teftament read in
Sunday-fchools: and furely the precepts
that recommend this branch of charity
will firike the mind with double force
when the immediate objetts of it ftand
before them in tattered garments, that
make filent but powerful claims on their
humanity. In fuch an affembly, what
lady can read the account of Dorcas
without forming a refolution to imitate
her ‘example #? It certainly muft be as

pleafing

* Adls ix. 36,
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pleafing in the fight of God to make
coats and garments for children, whofe
parents are not capable of doingit, as for
widows.

Working for the poor is a fpecies of
charity which forms a part of the pre-
rogative of our fex, and gives to thofe
who have leifure for it an opportunity
of doing much good with very little
trouble and expenfe. Were it more
generally practifed by young people it
would moderate that inordinate love of
drefs, which renders many, who cannot
afford to employ milliners and mantua-
makers, literally flaves to fafhion: they
would be afhamed to covet fuch a variety
of ornaments when they beheld what
trifles gratify others of the fame fpecies
with themfelves. Befides, the having
caps and other things, gratis, would be
an.inducement to the poor to drefs fuit-
ably to their condition: and then people
in the middling ftations of life might
fupport a fufficient degree of gentility
to
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to fecure refped, without being driven
to extravagance.

I have not been recommending a vi-
fionary impracticable fcheme: it is my
pleafure to know a fet of young perfons,
of both fexes, who by their own free
choice are regular and conftant vifitors
at Sunday-fchools, who have for fome
months affifted at them with great fatis-
faction, and who fill continue their af~
fiduities with increafing alacrity from
the happy fuccefs of their labours.

I alfo know other young ladies, who,
living at a diftance which will not admit
of their joining in the pleafing tafk, tef-
tify their good-will by working for the
poor girls.  Two boarding-fchools *
have fupplied them with nearly one
hundred caps, and a number of hand-
kerchiefs, which, though not made of
new cloth, are worn with decent pride

D by

* In hopes that their example may influence oth
1 take the liberty of naming them; Mrs. Cox’s at King
fland-green, Middlefex ; and Mifs Hunter’s 6f Kew-
green, Surry,
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by the poor girls : many a one has been
furnithed with warm petticoats and ftock-
ings : fome with' ftuff gowns, coloured
aprons and bonnets: and, what is in-
finitely more valuable to them, many
have received fuch inftru&tions from la-
dies, that they begin to comprehend di-
vine truths and moral duties: fo that
there is a good foundation to hope that
they will prove bleffings to the world,
and partakers with their benefactrefles in
the kingdom of heaven.

It is obfervable that the bigger girls,
contrary to expectation, attend Sunday-
fchools with great readinefs, and leave
them with reluétance. The truth is,
that too many of thofe who ftay at home,

d Sunday, fo far from being a day of
reft, the moft uncomfortable day in the
added to the fatigue of nurfing

week

z fretful humourfome child, a girl has
perhaps the ill-nature of a morofe father
to endure; who, finding the expenfe of
maintaining his family a reftraint on his
extravagance,
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extravagance, inftead of rejoicing in his
children, murmurs and repines at the
burden of thém, deals out blows inftead
of bleflings, and quarrels with his wife ;
{o that all is difcord and confufion: or
a feolding drunken mother whofe ton-
gue isa perpetual fcourge. 3

In other families, where difeafe or mif-
fortune have made their cruel devafta-
tions, a girl {ees nothing but diftrefs from
day to day. She views perhaps her poor
father finking into an untimely grave ;
her mother pining with continual for-
row : the bare neceffaries of life are not
attainable: the miferable apartment
they inhabit will not fhelter them from
the inclemencics of the weather : and
every ‘thing confpires to ‘render it a
fcene of horror, from which fhe is olad
%o efcape, even for a fingle day in the
week.  She goes to a Sunday-fchool,
and is told of a world ¢ where all tears
fhall be wiped from all eyes ;” where

€ there are pleafures for evermore:” a
D 2 world
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carth may find accefs: her heart re-
joices at the glad tidings; and fhe longs
for the return of Sunday, that fhe may
hear more of this happy place.

But fuppofing that all is harmony at
home, which is too feldom the cafe; al-
lowing that a girl enjoys there every com-
fort that a ftate of poverty affords ; fhe
will yet prefer a Sunday-fchool where
voung ladies attend, from the pleafure
; the finds in the notice of her fuperiors;
i and in the opportunity and affiftance the
i has in making herfelf fit to be feen. The
| younger children alfo find a Sunday-
| fchool in many refpects more comfort-
! able to them than their parents’ houfes.
Thefe to be fure are inferior motives :
but the children, if once colleéted, may

be induced to attend afterwards from a
better principle. I only mention. this

particular to thew that Sunday-fcholars,
in the girls’ fchool at leaft, are not fub-
Jeit

—
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je& to difagreeable refiraints fubverfive
of the defign of the Sabbath.

1 cannot help producing an inftance or
two, which fell under my ownobfervati

‘When Sunday-fchools were opened in
Brentford, there was among the candi-
dates for admiffion a girl about cight
years old, who lived a few yards out of
the diftriéts of the town, and who, on
account of non-refidence, was rejeQed:
this child received a denial with evident
diftrefs, and when Sunday arrived came
to the place where the fchool was kept,
and feated herfelf quietly on the ftairs,
liftening with the utmoft attention to
the inftructions of the fchool, which as
the door was open fhe could hear. When
the fcholars went to church the followed
at a little diftance, and flood as near as
poffible without intruding into the
party ; and this pracice fhe continued
for five or fix Sundays, tll the vifitors
could no longer ‘deny her admittance,

D3 and
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and fhe has been extremely orderly
ever fince.

Two other girls, whofe brutith father
rudely took them away in a fit of re-
fentment to the parifh, whom he want-
cd to make him an unreafonable al-
lowance, left the {chool with tears; and
it is evident from their looks, when they
come to church or meet the vifitors,
that they feel the deepeft regret at being
parted from their former aflociates, and
that they continue to refpect the vifitors.

Is it not a comfortable reflettion, that
a mean is difcovered of imparting hap-
pinefs for one day in feven to a number
of young creatures who endure a variety
of wretchednefs ; while others of their age,
blefled with every accommodation, pafs
their early years in cheerfulnefs cafe and
plenty ? Surely this confideration alone
would incline every benevolent heart
to contribute towards fo defirable an
end; I will venture to fay that the con-
fcioufnefs of having done fo will afford

young
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young ladies more real delight than
can be found in the moft fathionable
diverfions; and they will at the fame
time acquire fuch ufeful experience as
will greatly facilitate the tafk of educat-
ing their own children and governing
their fervants : nor will it engrofs their
time fo as to prevent their improve-
ment in any elegant accomplifhment,
or exclude them from partaking of fuch
amufements as are fuitable to their
age and condition. ‘Let not young
ladies then fufpeét me of any defign to
abridge their real pleafures ; I am, on the

contrary, intent on increafing their hap-
pinefs: neither let diffidence reftrain
them from attempting to teach poor
children, for humbler inftruments than
themfelves were employed in the firft
propagation of the gofpel; and if they
have a fincere defire of honouring their
Creator, he will gracioufly accept this
tribute of their early piety, and affift
them in the execution of it. The proud

Dgs and




56 OECONOMY OF CHARITY,
and licentious may dire& their ridicule
towards them, but confcious retitude:
fhall fortify their minds againft it; and
the hopes of a crown of glory will ani-
mate them to perfevere in a religious
courfe to the end of life, in defiance of
all the difficulties which the world may
throw in their way.

If fuch fatisfaction as I have defecrib-

ed arifes from communicating happinefs |

to poor children for a {mall portion of
the week, who, that have any regard to
their own feelings and intereft, can dif-
mifs them from a Sunday-fchool, with-
out wifhing to alleviate the miferies of
the intervening days?

It certainly ought to be our firft en-
deavour to provide for their fpiritual
wants; and, blefled be God! this is
in many places effeted: but charity
direts us to attend alfo to their tem-
poral neceflities. It may be faid that
this is a parifh bufine(s, and cannot be
done by private individuals; for the
diftrefles
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diftreffes of poor children are {o con-
neted with thofe of their parents, that

* there is no fuch thing asrelieving thenx
without incurring endlefs expenfe ; and
that the poor in general are {o encroach-
ing, that they would ‘entirely neglet
their families, if their fuperiors fhould
appear to intereft ' themfelves in their
favour.

It cannot be denied; that they are i
general depraved in’their manners to a
fhocking degree; and it is to be feared
that many are irrecoverably fo; but
this ought not to be a reafon for cafting
them off, without trying to reform them.
If they are left to aflociate only among
themfelves, they will grow worfe and
worfe; but friendly admonition given
to'them individually, and accompanied
by fuch' kind offices’ as their particular
circumftances require, 'may, through
the ‘blefling: of 'God, bring  abofit’ an
unexpected reformation —as leaft the
trial s worth “making, by thofe who

D5 have
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have any regard to the fafety and hap-
pinefs of their own families, which can-
not fubfift unlefs better principles are
infufed into the minds of the lower or-
ders of people, and their affeétions en-
gaged in the interefts of their fuperiors:
and it is but juftice to ourfelves, to
endeavour to reclaim thofe with whomy
we are immediately concerned, as well
as to preferve from bad habits the rifing
generation, with whom our pofterity
will be chiefly conneted.

The eftablithment of Sunday-fchools
is an excellent prelude to an attempt
of this nature; it is a kind of harbinger
of good-will towards the poor in ge-
neral ; for the benefits conferred on the
children will refle€t on the parents in
a vagiety of ways, and difpofe thofe who
have any principle of gratitude in their
minds to pay a ready attention to,ad-
vice that may be given them at other
times : it will befides lead many to the
confideration of things which would not
other-
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otherwife have recurred to their re-
membrance. They will ftrive toimprove

. their children, and in o doing will im-
prove themfelves.

The prefent mode of relieving the
poor by means of rates, though very
burthenfome, is found inadequates 1
would therefore propofe to try the expe-
riment, whether it would not be better
for fome people in every parifh, who
contribute to the rates, to examine per-
fonally into the circumftances of their
poor neighbours; and fee whether it is
aot poffible to render them lefs charge
able, and at the fame time more com-
fortable.

How detightful would it be to behold
the opulent dividing among themfelves
<he tafk of diffufing comforts and blef-
fings to the indigent, with their own
hands; ¢ diftributing unto every ane
according as they have need, and feeing
that none of them lack;” and the poor

D6 thank~
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thankfully and gratefully receiving theis
donations!

The prefent cuftom of the world re-
prefents it as an at of too great con-
defcenfion, for ladies in elevated ftations
to vifit the lowly cottager ; and the dirti-
nefs of the poor in general is to be fure
a powerful objettion. Far be it from
me to propofe any thing that may have
a tendency to deftroy the {ubordination
of ranks, which is requifite in all civi-
lized focieties, or to leflen the refpe&
of the poor for their fuperiors; and
therefore I will fuppofe that this prac-
tice may for a while be difpenfed with,
or at leaft exercifed only towards thofe
who diftinguith themfelves by their clean-
finefs: in the mean time, ladies may
perhaps depute thofe by whom they
fend their benefactions to give the wo-
men hopes of future kindnefles, on no
other condition than that of their clean-
ing themfelves, their children, and apart-
ments: I will venture to fay this will
have
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have a powerful effect: many a poor
wretch will roufe from a ftate of fupine

" dejection, and exert her beft endeavours
to conciliate their favour: and I am in-
clined to think, that a defire of recom-
mending themfelves to the notice of
their betters, will operate with equal
influence on men who are not totally
abandoned to vice and brutality.

It is obfervable, that in manufactur-
ing towns the poor are much lefs bur-
thenfome to the parifhes than in other
places where their chief dependance is
on agriculture ; becaufe the latter are
often unavoidably out of employment.
It is alfo remarked that, in manufactur-

ing towns, a large family is advantageous
inftead of impoverithing -to the parents,
if the manufactory employs children.

I have no doubt but that, on careful
infpection, it will appear that there are
in moft parithes a number of women
and children who would readily work,
if they were put in the way of doing fo;

and
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and their labour would certainly be be=~
neficial, not only to the parifh but to the
nation.

Extenfive manufactories, I acknow-~
ledge, cannot be carried on in every
place, nor is it defirable that they
thould, becaufe they would often inter-
fere with the interefts of agriculture ;
but I humbly conceive that it would be
very practicable to employ every woman
who is induftrioufly inclined, and to
train up children from their early years,
fo that they fhould become habitually
induftrious.

It is a moft lamentable fight to enter
a cottage, and behold a poor woman.
fitting in rags, furrounded by a fet of
dirty children : we are fhocked, and turn
away with difguft, condemning her in
our hearts for floth and untidinefs ; but
let us ftop an inftant, and hear her ape-
logy.

“I am afhamed to appear before
you ladies in this condition, but indeed
I
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T have not the means of cleanlinefs—I
have not fo much.as a mop or pail to
‘clean my dpartments—we have no
change of apparel—look at the bed in
which my dear babes muft lic naked.
while I wath their linen—not {fo much
as a fingle fheet—nor can I purchafe
even a bit of fope—nay, I have nota
towel to wipe our faces and hands with :
my hufband labours hard in fummer,
but what he earns then is exhaufted be-
fore winter is half over—he has been out
of work for many weeks; and we have
had fo much ficknefs in the family that
we have been obliged to fell our clothes,
and the little furniture we were poffeffed
of—1 alfo go to haymaking, weeding,
&c. when I poffibly can, but have never
been taught to do any in-doors work—
nay, I cannot even mend the rags I have,
for I have had no learning beftowed upon
me—confider alfo, how my conftitution
is worn by frequent child-bearing and
wurfing my infants at the breaft, without
a pro-
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a proper fupply of nourifhment myfelf
—confider how hard I live—how un-
comfortably’ I lie—how I am haraffed
with inceffant fatigue and corroding care
—how I am overlooked by my fuperi-
ors.—The parifh it is true allows me as
much as can be afforded to our fharey
but that is barely fufficient to keep us
from ftarving :—we may be admitted
into the workhoufe, but that is already
crowded with poor.—O that deathwould
come and take from the world a fet of
abject wretches whom nobody regards !
This apology and others of equal weight
might, I am perfuaded, be made by many
a poor defpifed fellow-creature.

Bur we will fuppofe a cafe net quite
fo bad.

A poor woman, who has been taught
both knitting and needle-work in her
childheod, and knows alfo how to {pin
wool and flax, marries and removes with
a family toa diftant place where her huf-

band can get higher wages, but where

there
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there is no employment for poor women,
except in the labours of agriculture.
. The man is feldom out of work, and at
firft brings home his wages inftead of
{pending them at an alehoufe ; but the
expenfes of rent and provifions demand
the principal part of his earnings: his
wife’s talents are in a great meafure ufc-
lefs; fhould fhe {pin, the knows not
where to get her yarn manufattured; fhe
has nobody to recommend her to knit-
ting or needle-work, and therefore is
not able to earn any thing at home; all
kinds of clothing are fo very dear that
fhe can feldom afford to purchafe new ;
but has to be fure a great advantage over
fuch a woman as I have before deferibed,
in being able to patch and mend, by
which means fhe will keep her family
tight, if fhe can only manage to * buy
rags

* 1 have feen a little girl at a Sunday-fchool very
neatly dreffed, whofe gown, apron, fhift, and cap, were
entirely made of pieces of white and coloured linen,

purchafed in this manner. This inftance thews the
great charity of {chools for needle-work,
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rags by the pound. Her habitual in-
duftry makes her long to earn inoney ;
fhe cannot bear that the whole burden
fhould be on her hufband; fhe there-
fore goes into the fields and gardens to
work, leaving her children for the day
to the care of a woman who makes it
her bufinefs to look after a number of
little ones in the abfence of their mo-~
thers. Inftead of fitting down in peace
and quietnefs in her own little neat a-
partment, furrounded by playful inno-
cents, fhe finds in the fields or gardens
a fet of reprobates, who fhock her ears
with oaths, bla{phemies, and indecency.
Her mind is filled with anxiety for her
children’s fafety ; fhe is not at liberty to
return home to preparea comfortabledin-
ner, nay not evenafupper for herhufband.
He may be enticed for the fake of a good
fire, and other refrefhments, which if the
had fpinning or knitting fhe could pro-
vide, to go to an alehoufe; the may her-
felf be prevailed on, when overcome with
fatigue
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fatigue or faintnefs, to drink deftruc-
tive f{pirits, and by degrees become a
dram-drinker. -~ She muft become a Sab-
bath breaker, by either continuing her
occupation, or wafhing, ironing, or
cleaning houfe. In fhort, innumerable
cvils may be the confequence of her re-
moval to a place where fhe is excluded
from the employments of her early days.

I have great reafon to believe, from
obfervation, that many men, who when
they fift marry are foberly inclined,
graduaily become fots, from their wives
working out of doors.

It may perhaps be neceffary, and
even proper, for women and girls to
affift at haymaking, and harveft work;
becaufe at fuch times a great nnmber of
hands are required; and thefe employ=
ments make a very agreeable variety to
thofe who live a great deal within doors;
and if performed by a fet of neighbours
who know one another, may be car-
tied on without any ill confequences.

The
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The little children may be looked after
at that time of the year, in the fields, by
the bigger ones, and it is ufual to al-
low fuch refrefhments to haymakers, &c.
as fuperfede any excufe for going to an
alechoufe; but I am confident that the
promifcuous intercourfe of good and
bad men and women, boys and girls,
which prevails in the environs of Lon-
don particularly, is the caufe of many
irregularities and vices; and I cannot
help thinking that there are enow of
the other fex to perform the ufual bufi-
nefs of agriculture, and that it is invad-
ing their province for women to forfake
their {pinning, needle-work, and knit-
ting, to work the whole fummer long,
and in winter alfo, in the fields and gar-
dens; yet what can they do if there is
no fuitable employment to be had ?

I obferved before, that wherever
manufactories are eftablithed, and fully
employed, parithes have an internal re-
fource againft the miferies of extreme
indigence
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indigence : in order to drive poverty
away then, labour muft be univerfally
‘introduced.

I have been informed that Houfes of
Induftry have been eftablithed in fome
counties with very great fuccefs; but it
is not practicable, nor indeed expedient,
to colle&t all the poor of a parith into
thefe {feminaries : they are proper recep-~
tacles for vagabonds who muft be com-
pelled to work, but will not anfwer for
whole families ; befides, they are at firft
very expenfive to erect, and in this land
of liberty lay too great a reftraint, in
many inftances, on the freedom of the
poor; numbers of whom would work
with greater alacrity if delivered from the
idea of reftraint, and under no compul-
fion but what arifes from pecuniary
wants. I could therefore with to fee
eftablithed in every parith, Schools of
Induftry for poor girls.

1f, for inftance, there was a fchool for
fHinning flax, girls of five years of age

might
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might be employed at it; and the yarn
might eafily be manufadtured into white
or ftriped linen and checks; and by
the time each little fpinftrefs had worn.
out the clothes with which the parith or
private benefattors thould at firft furnith
her, fhe might earn fufficient to entitle
her to linen and other neceffaries.

Another fchool, for carding and {pin~
ning wool, would furnith materials for
linfeywoolfey, ferge, ftuffs, baize, yarn,
and worfted for knitting.

At a third {chool girls might be taught
needle-work of the ufeful kind: and

At a fourth fchool they might learn
to knit ftockings.

Thefe {chools, if properly conducted,
would refle& benefits on each other ;
they might eafily be fet on foot by volun-
tary benefactions ; and in a fhort time
would fupport themfetves, and yield a
furplus; and would require no further
aid than infpeion, to fee that the pro-
duce was properly applied ; which would
be
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be a very agreeable employment for
ladies, and very eafy too, if the tafk was
divided among a number of vifitors, to
attend thefe little manufactories in rota-
tion. Young ladies might affift in this
office with the greateft propriety; by
which means they would obtain an early
infight into domeftic cecconomy, ahd
acquire a habit of calculating expenfes ;
a ftrong impreflion would be made on
their minds in favour of induftry, they
would be afhamed to be idle, and would
confider itas a duty to reward diligence
in others.

I am happy in being able to inform
my readers of a little manufactory, which
has benefited a neighbourhood for up-
wards of fourteen years, that exactly
agrees with my idea of Schools of Induf-
try, excepting in the circumftance of
having but one patronefs, who I hope
will pardon me the liberty of ufing her
name, as it is on fo important an occa-
fion,

$ About
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¢ About twenty years ago, the late Mr.
Bernard Barton of Carlifle, a very inge-
nious linen manufacurer of that city, in-
vented a kind of horizontal fpinning-
wheel, at which twelve little girls can
fpin at once.

¢¢ This machine is {o eafily managed,
that theleaft child can, with the fmalleft
touch, difengage, or fet a going, any
one of its wheels without any way in-
The contriv-

terfering with anoth
ance is fo fimple and ingenious, that
little art is required to keep it in order,
provided it be properly underftood at
firft.

. “ Confiderably lefs ftrength is required
at this machine, than at the common
{pinning-wheel; the original expenfe of
it is about five pounds, and it feldom
Wants repair.

¢ One of thefe wheels has been em-
ployed at'Sandoe, near Hexham, in Nor-
thumberland, through the benevolence
of Lady Broughton, for upwards of four-
teen
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teen years, much to her own honour, and
the benefit of the poor children in her
neighbourhood.”  This machine is at
prefent under the dire&ion of Mr. Don-
kin of Sandoe, Lady Broughton’s ftew-
ard, to whom I was moft obligingly re-
ferred by her ladyfhip. And I hope in
a very fhort time, through the kind
communications of Mr. Donkin, and
the affiftance of Mr. Barton, fon of the
inventor, to fee fome of the poor chil-
dren in this neighbourhood employed at
a fimilar one ; to be purchafed, and at firft
conduéted, at the fole expenfe of a be-
nevolent lady, who not only attends to
the wants of her poor neighbours, but
extends her charity to diftant countie:

The fuccefs of Lady Broughton’s wheel
plainly fhews that my fcheme of Schools
of Induftry is practicable; and the ex-

E penfe

may not be improper to add here that the
late Duchefs of Northumberland, Lady Darling-

ton and the

Sarl of Surrey (now Duke of Norfolk)
had each of them one of thefe fpinning-w
the benefit of the poor in theinrefpective n
hoods,

s, for
bour-
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penfe of eftablifhing them fo light, that
any lady of fortune may raife one; and I
am convinced that the trouble of con-
duéing them is fo little, that any woman
in a middling ftation, whofe time is not
totally engrofled by the immediate con-
cerns of her own family, may infpec
them; and a number of fuch perfons
may furely be found in every populous
place.

Were fuch fchools eftablithed, I am
perfuaded we fhould, in a very fhort
time, fee poor people in general decently
clothed : many women, who have fet by
their {pinning wheels as ufelefs lumber,

would bri
would be induced to learn to {pin; and
s would not fuffer fuch diftrefles

them to light again; others

fami
as they frequently do for want of linen ;
for women and girls would be am-
bitious of having plenty ; and the lat-
ter might, as in former days, provide a
ftock to ferve as a little marriage por-
tion : neither fhould we {ee the men and

boys,
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boys, as they often are, without ftock-
ings : clothes and linen would not go to

. deftru&ion, as is now the cafe, through
the incapacity of mothers and daughters
to mend them. Middling people, who
have large families, would find their ac-
count in encouraging thefe {chools, as
they would get ftrong houfehold linen
cheap, and be affifted in plain work
and knitting at an eafy rate.

A queftion will arife—How are the pro-
fits of thefe {chools to be afcertained and
divided?

In refpe& tothe {pinning, I c

not
take upon me fully to explain this mat-

ter at ‘prefent, for want of experien
but am aflured that the wheel befo
mentioned has been attended with every
defirable degree of fuccefs; and I fhould
hope would anfwer in any place which
has a communication with a town that
furnifkes a loom.

It is further intended to encourage
women to fpin for their families, by
paying them for their work, or giving

Biet them
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them an equivalent, for the price of their
labour, in linen. A fimilar plan is pro-
je&ed for wool-fpinning, &c. A knit-
ting-fchool is already eftablifhed here
by the bounty of the fame good lady;
at which the girls improve fo faft, that
there is great reafon to think their work
will fhortly pay for their fchooling, and
turn to account for themfelves. No other
charge has attended this fchool, but fix
fhillings for the purchafe of forms, a fmall
{um for worfted and knitting needles,and
efs;

week to the m

three fhillings p
which will be required no longer than till
each girl can earn three-pence per week.
An exal account will be kept of their
refpetive earnings, and the accumulated
profits, when they amount to more than
the price of their {chooling, will be laid
out in fome kind of clothing for them #.

Thofe

* This fchool has already been beneficial to the
parifh, by keeping a family of fix people out of the
workhoufe, as the hufband of the miftre(s was out of em-
ploy, and the woman had no means of earning any thing

before




ADDRESSED TO LADIES. 7!
Thofe who fhall become good knit-
ters will be allowed to take worfted or
yarn home to knit in evenings, &c. and
will be paid a fhop price for their work ;
but muft attend one of the fchools, at
the ufual hours, that they may be kept
in good order till they are wholly dif-
miffed, as qualified for houfewives or
fervants. If houfekeepers can be in-
duced to have ftockings knit at the
Achool, the number of {cholars may be
increafed.

As novitiates muft be paid for, it is
propofed that the future {cholars fhall
be recommended by ladies; who will be
expetted either to depofit five fhillings
for the expenfe of teaching the girl
they recommend, or to pay three-pence
per week till the girl can earn it.

Befides the knitting fchool, we have
twelve girls at plain work, whofe fchool-

By ing
before fhe was appointed to this office, which made
their diftreffes known, and procured other benefactions.
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ing is at prefent paid out of the fame
charitable fund; thefe are divided be-
tween three miftrefles who before kept
{chools, as the fetting up a new one
would have been prejudicial to them.
The improvement of thefe girls is very
great: and we may reckon upon their
being able to earn, after three months,
four fhillings per week among them,
which will pay for their fchooling 3
and after fix months eight fhillings per
week, which will produce a furplus of
four thillings: and, fuppofing that their
fchooling is given them the firft quar-
ter, the firft year’s profits will amount
to five pounds at leaft; the fucceeding
years will be much more productive, as
the novitiates will come in, not all to-
gether, but fucceffively ; and the aggre-
gate of the earnings wiill be proportion-
ably ‘greater, when there is a larger
number of expert workwomen; fo that
each fcholar will not only have the ad-
vantage
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vantage of learning to work neatly,
without any expenfe to her parents,'but
.will have a reward for her diligence, to
be laid out in fome kind of clothing for
her; to which may be added, as occa-
fional rewards at Sunday-fchools, plain
linen caps, with binders herring-boned
with coloured cruel, white handkerchiefs,
a work-bag, hufwife and pincuthion,
made by young ladies ; alfo a thimble
and {ciffars, which will be great en-
couragements to them.

In order to get employment for thefe
girls, we muft depend on the good-will
of the neighbourhood : the work will
be done at the fame prices as at the Afy-
lum, viz. one fhilling and fix-pence for
a good plain thirt, and in proportion for
other articles.

It is propofed that all the girls fhall
be fucceffively taught at the four different
fchools, as it is not intended to make
them profe{fcd manufaturers; but to

E 4 enable




80 orcoNoMY OF CHARITY,
enable them to affift their parents, and
earn fomething towards their own cloth-
ing, and to become good working fer-
vants, wives and mothers.

When circumftances will admit of
fuch an arrangement, the girls will be
taught to knit and fpin previous to their
learning needle-work, as they may then
turn their {fpare hours to fome account;
for it will not be proper to let the plain-
work go out of the fchool to be done,
for obvious reafons.

As each of the {chools give two half-
holidays in the week, the parents will
be admonifhed to accuftom the girls, at
thefe times, to wath, iron, and mend
their things; and thofe girls who do fo
will be reported to the vifitors of the
Sunday -fchools, and encouraged by re-
wards: I fay at the Sunday-fchools ; be-
caufe, where the greateft numbers are

mbled, emulation will be the moft
generally

excited.
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1 would not be thought defirous of
confining the benefits of Schools of In-
duftry to girls only, for they certainly
may be eftablithed with equal advantages
for boys ; but, as this work is addreffed
to ladies, I have avoided every thing
that might appear an intrufion on the
province of gentlemen. I cannot how-
ever difmifs the fubje&, without offer-
ing a hint, fuggefted to me by a
friend, who. daily ftudies the good of the
poor.

It is a melancholy obfervation, that
Britith failors, though remarkably brave,
are in general very profligate, profane,
and immoral ; would it not therefore be
advifeable to eftablifh in feaport towns
(in addition to Sunday-fchools) Schools
of Induftry, in which boys might be
taught to fpin coarfe thread for fail-
making ?

And, in order to train fome for the
fea-fervice, fuppofe an Evening Naviga-
tion-fchool was founded, in which a

E 5 limited
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limited number of boys might be in-
fructed for a time, twice a week, in
fuch particulars as all common failors
ought to know, previous to their going
out to fea: a mafter qualified to teach
them mighe eafily be met with, in fome
experienced mariner out of employ-
ment ; and they could occafionally go
on board to acquire practical know-
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ledge.

Thefe boys ought to learn to- read
and write, for which purpofe another
evening-{chool might be appointed at
a fmall expenfe ; and the books put into
their hands on week-days fhould be fuch
as have a manifeft tendency to convey
fentiments fuitable to a feafaring life,
fuch as voyages and travels; and their
inftruion at the Sunday-fchools fhould
be calculated ‘to give them a fenfe of
the duties of the profefion they are
defigned for, and the neceflity of {ecur-
ing the blefling of God to defend them
againft the dangers, and fupport them
under
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under the fufferings, which’ they muft
unavoidably be expofed to.
~ If it were poffible to train lads in this
manner for the fea-fervice, it would be
very beneficial to the nation; for it is
dreadful to think that a great part of
thofe, who are employed to defend this-
kingdom in times of extreme danger, ot
to conveyits valuable commoditiesto dif-
tant countries, are a fet of poor ignorant
wretches who enter as failors, or enlift
as foldiers, with no better motives than
idlenefs or difcontent.

In thefe fchools lads might be trained
to ferve their king and country from
principle, and to with to diftinguifh
themfelves by bravery, fortitude, and
generofity ; to defy danger, and afpire to
honour, preferment, and renown.  Young -
gentlemen, intended for the fea-fervice,
might, under the conduét of ex-
perienced perfons, improve their owm
talents, by occafionally exercifing and
examining thefe boys.

E 6 Though
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Though it muft be acknowledged that
the fate of battles depends on the will of
Heaven, there is certainly more reafon to
expeét that fuccefs will attend thofe who
are faithful fervants of the God of Hofts,
than afet of reprobates, who, by their im-
piety and vicious conduct, kindle his
anger againft themfelves individually,
and, as part of an impious community,
provoke him to infli¢t the miferies of
war on their devoted country.

The late Mr. Jonas Hanway, of pious
memory, had a plan in fome refpects
fimilar to this which I now offer; but I
fubmit it to the decifion of gentlemen,
whether it is expedient to blend agricul-
ture and the arts of war and navigation
together, as he propofes. Thofe lads who
refide on the fea-thore feem to have
a kind of hereditary right to be taught
navigation, in preference to others; and
their minds will be naturally led to the
fea-fervice, while the fons of hufband-
men will as naturally incline to agricul-
ture:
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ture: and I fhould think it a dangerous
experiment to diverttoo many boys from
the latter : -one ill confequence would at
' leaft enfue—they would be out of the way
of affifting their parents in old age; which
is a duty that fhould be ftrongly incul-
cated, as Mr. Hanway juftly obferves.
But I muft leave the farther confideration
of thefe things to abler heads than mine.
It is time to return to the diftaff and
needle: I fhall therefore refume my
Addrefs to Ladies, by entreating them
to confider how delightful it would be
to behold a fet of villagers neatly cloth-
ed and furnifhed with houfchold linen by
their own induftry, and to compare them
in imagination with a fet of ragged de-
plorable wretches, fhivering with cold,
poifoned with dirt, and deftitute of every
conveniency of life; furely no argu-
ment will be neceflary to induce ladies
to make experiment of Schools of -In-
duftry: and, when once eftablithed, the
advantages
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advantages will be fo apparent, that it
is to be hoped they will not be fuffered
to drop for want of a little vigilance.
Every new eftablithment occafions trou-
ble at firft; but difficulties yield to affi-
duity: fchools of the kind I recom-
mend are much eafier to fet on foot, and
conduct, than more extenfive eftablith~
ments; becaufe they do not require any
expenfive buildings to be ereted; and
ene infpector at a time is fufficient for
each. I have before mentioned that
Lady Broughton’s wheel is under the
entire direCtion of Mr. Donkin; but I
find that feveral machines of the fame
kind have been laid afide, on account of
little difficulties which naturally occus-
red in the beginning, and could not be
conquered till experience had given a
little expertnefs; and were therefore too
haftily concluded to be infurmountable :
but I truft that whoever confiders the
importance of the poor will not abandon

any
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any plan that promifes benefit to them
without a fair trial.

1 fhall now beg leave to recommend
another branch of charity, which is too
much ncglec"tcd among[‘c us; I mean
that of vifiting poor perfons in ficknefs
and affliCtion at their own houfes.

The pleafure which accompanies be-
nevolent actions, almoft every woman,
when in health, can in fome meafure
purchafe for herfelf; and the calls on our
humanity are more frequent than on that
of the other fex, as there are a variety
of diftrefles which we only can perfon-
ally relieve.

Let us begin with childing-women.
We will fuppofe that the poor, inured to
hardfhips from their infancy, have in
general .more firength than perfons in
fuperior ftations to fupport the evils
which are, in fome degree, the allotted
portion of all mothers: but they cer-
tainly are not exempted from the curfe
denounced on their fex—they feel it in

its
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its full force, ¢ In forrow (accumu-
lated forrow) they bring forth children.”
It is therefore an act of compaffion, be-
coming all women who have ability to
do it, to mitigate the dreadful fuffer-
ings which fall to the lot of many of
their fellow-creatures. It muft be ac-
knowledged that ladies in general are
ready to afford pecuniary affiftance
whenevera poor woman can find a friend
to reprefent her horrid fituation; but
inftead of fending money, which may
be mifapplied by a drunken or fordid
nurfe, or even by a fottith hufband,
it wouldanfier a better purpofe if fome,
who can judge by fympathy of the feel-
ings of thefe poor wretches, would enter
their miferable dwellings, and view them
in their uncomfortable beds.

Is it pofiible to behold a poor creature,
ftretched perhaps on a lirtle ftraw ‘or
hard flocks, and covered with fackcloth,
or a few dirty rags, in a room with
broken cafements, and a roof that ad-
mits
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mits even the rain and the fnow, with
only a little bread and water to {uftain
"her, a helplefs infant lying at her fide,
unconfcious itfelf of the mifery to which
it is born, but which the mother antici-
pates with anguifh that adds redoubled
force to her other fufferings; the part-
ner of her grief fitting by her, farround-
ed with other little wretches clamorous
for food, to whom he divides the fcanty
morfel afforded by the parifh; and then,
with a burfting heart, leaves his melan-
choly home to folicit charity, in order to
fatisfy the cravings of his own hunger—is
it poffible, I fay, to view fuch a {cene as
this, and not be impatient to give affif-
tance ? Thisis not an exaggerated defcrip-
tion, as I doubt not many of my readers
can teftify.

But fuppofing that the diftreffes of the
generality of poor women, when they lie-
in, are but half as great as are here re-
prefented, they are deferving of our ut-
moft commiferation; for parifh officers

cannot
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cannot {ufficiently relieve them; the mo-
ney they allow is fubje& to the abufes
1 hinted at above; and the neceffities of
lying-in women are among the number
of thofe which I have already faid money
alone cannot relieve. Hofpitals for their
reception form a moft excellent branch
of public charity, but thefe can only ad-
mit a few in comparifon of numbers
that muft unavoidably be excluded.
Workhoufes, crowded as they at pre-
fent are, muft be very uncomfortable at
a time when repofe is fo effentially ne-
ceffary : and there would be no occafion
for the expedient of fending poor crea-
tures to fuch places, from country towns
and 'villages at leaft, if all women who
can afford it would contribute their mite
only to the laudable purpofe of affifting
them at thofe feafons with fuch neceffa-
ries as every houfekeeper can furnifh in
one way or other: beer-caudle, which

is made at a trifling expenfe, ferves both
for food and medicine ; and, if made with

no.
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no other fpice but a little ginger, is {o
great a reftorative, that women who are
fupplied with- it will flruggle through a
variety of inconveniencies, and foon
recover their ftrength.

A childbed bafket, containing a pair
of blankets, two pair of fheets, a bed-
gown, &c. may be furnithed for lefs
than four pounds; which, if lent for three-
weeks only, would accommodate ten
or twelve women in a year. The only
objections that can, I think, be made to
it, are that women would feel the want
of thefe neceflaries afterwards, and that
it will be difficult to get them back again,
To obviate the firft, care fhould be
taken in the purchafe of the various ar-
ticles, that they are of the fame mate-
rials as poor people buy for themfelves;
and to guard againft the latter, that they
are lent to women who may be depend-
ed upon ; and fuch perfons there doubt-
lefs are in every town and village, who
would rejoice at the benefit, and make a

proper
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proper ufe of it. 1 am of opinion that
Schools of Induftry would foon fuper-
fede the neceflity of childbed-bafkets;
but, till they do, the latter will be very
ufeful ; and I have heard of their having
been provided with fuceefs. If ladies
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ufe the precaution above mentioned, and
alfo vifit the poor women while they lie-
in, and fee that they do not fuffer for
want of nourithment, there will be lefs
temptation for their making away with
the contents of the bafket. If a fet of
apparel, for the baby to be chriftened in,
were given as a reward for thofe who re-
turn the other things with punctuality,
it would be a great encouragement; and
the making of thefe would be a very
agrecable employment to the younger
ladies, who, I will engage to fay, would
have inexpreffible delight in feeing a
little creature incorporated into that
church, of which it is their own higheft

privilege to be members, neatly clothed
by their charity and induftry.

As
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As they advance in years young la-
dies may, with great propriety, accom-
pany their mothers in their vifits to poor
lying-in women ; by which means they
will have opportunities of making ob-
fervations which may help to direct
them afterwards in the management of
their own children, whom (when con-
vinced of the abfurdity of feeding them
too often, &c.) they will not abandon
to the care of an ignorant nurfe, to be
crammed every half-hour with improper
food ; which is the fate of many a little
innocent whofe mother has neglected to
inform herfelf, before it’s birth, of the
P

nciples of rational nurfing.

I may alfo add that, by obferving the
almoft univerfal fuccefs of poor women
in fuckling their own children, and the
fatisfaltion ufually attending it, young
ladies would be prepofiefled in favour of
this duty ; and would not, when mothers
themf{elves, fo readily yield, as numbers
do, to imaginary impofiibilities of fuc-
ceeding
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ceeding in the exercife of that delightful
office, which feems to have been defign-
ed by Providence as the bond of recipro- '5!
cal affection, the cement of family con-
cord.

It is an old adage, buta very juft one
when properly applied, that ¢ Charity
begins at home;” 1 hope therefore it will
not be thought foreign to the defign of
my work to recommend to ladies, as a
branch of the Oeconomy of Charity,
the practice of nurfing their own chil-

¥

dren. Little do many young mothers
think to what miferies they expofe their
helplefs offspring, by fending them from
under the paternal roof to cottages
where they frequently endure all the
hardthips of a ftate of poverty: little
do they think that they are fuppreffing
fome of the moft pleafing emotions that
the female heart is fufceptible of enjoy-
ing—emotions which would amply repay
their utmoft fatigues! that they are
breaking one of theftrongeft bands of do-
meftic
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meftic happinefs, by removing from view
that dear pledge which was granted to

_increafe conjugal love between them and
their hufbands, and attach them to their
own homes. If pleafure is the object,
where can a woman find one, in the whole
circle of public amufements, to compen-
fate for the lofs of that a fond mother
feels while {he nourithes her infant with
the food which is its natural right, and
fees a fucceffion of human beings thriv-
ing in their native foil under her own
immediate culture ? The maternal affec-
tions expand daily; filial love arifes in
the infant mind as an innate principle;
the father is animated to fuftain his toils
by the fight of thofe dear objects which
render them neceflary; his cares are
lightened by the hopes which their
progreflive improvement excites in his
heart; and their innocent fports and
prattle enliven his hours of leifure, and
fupply the moft falutary recreation to his
mind. Inftead of thofe jealoufies, which

frequently
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frequently take place among children
who are fent from home to be nurfed,
every additional infant is welcomed by
the elder ones as an acquifition to the
family party. In fhort, if proper atten-
tion is likewife paid to the education of
children, the mother’s nurfing them
may prove the foundation of unanimity,
peace, and profperity; while her ne-
glecting to do fo may lead to difcord and
excefles which the had no idea of when
the refigned one of her moft important

duties to a hireling.
1 am very fenfible that many ladies,
whofe hearts yearn towards their chil-

dren, who would with the utmoft refo-

luti
would with joyfulnefs relinquifh all the
amufements of the gay world in order
to perform the firft maternal office,
meet with infuperable obftacles. A dif-

n encounter any fatigue, and who

appointment of this kind muft be fub-
mitted to, like all other natural evils,
with patient refignation : but fuch a mo-
ther
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ther will be very careful in the choice
of a fubftitute; and will not, without an

_abfolute neceflity, part with her babe
from under her own eye.

1 alfo know that fome gentlemen will
mot confent to their wives becoming
nurfes. I would by no ‘means recom-
mend difobedience to hufbands ; for u
reafonable commands muft be {ubmitted

to, rather than to make what are defign-
«ed as the bleflings of life occafions of
domeftic wranglings: but I think this is
a caufe which requires from a woman the
full exertion of foft perfuafion: and I
cannotbelieve thata trulyaffectionate huf~
band and father would tear his new-born
babe from its fond mother’s bofom, and
banith it from the houfe, merely to fave
himfelf a little difturbance. I am rather
of opinion that the denial proceeds in
general from tendernefs. It isa very
miftaken notion that nurfing is deftruc-
tive of health; on the contrary, it is the
great promoter of it, except in very

g weakly
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weakly conftitutions indeed. Regard
fhould doubtlefs be had to regularity: and
here I-cannot forbear recommending, as
an excellent guide to young mothers,
Dr. Cadogan’s Effay on Nurfing, in a
Letter to a Governor of the Foundling
Hofpital, publithed many years ago.

Itis a falfe fhame which reftrains young
ladies' from informing their minds in re-
fpect to the nurfing of children. They
apprehend that their attention to thefe
matters will be conftrued into a hatty
defire of quitting the fingle ftate. None
but illiberal people will entertain fuch an
opinion, efpecially if .they thew, by ap-
plying their knowledge to the benefit of
the poor, that they have a.more imme-
diate purpofe in view.

By vifiting poor lying-in women, ladies
would have an opportunity of recom-
mending to them a more rational method
ef nurfing their children ; which if they
could be perfuaded to adopt, many lives
would in all probability be faved—at
leaft,
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leaft, poor infants would efcape a variety
of fufferings to which they are expofed
threugh erroneous management. But I

need not fay more to enforce my folicita-

tions in behalf of poor mothers and their
tender babes—it is fufficient to mention
their diftreffes: ladies who claim and
who juftly enjoy the indulgences allowed
to their fex, when they add a member
to the ftate, will eafily draw a.compari-
fon between their own comforts and the
other’s miferies, and the hand of charity
will at leaft be extended by all. Thofe,
whofe high rank excludes them from
entering - the humble cottage, will cheer-
fully employ others to officiate for them ;
and fuch as are at liberty to purfue
their own inclinations will haften to
purchafe for themfelves the heartfelt
fatisfation which arifes from the ex-
ercife of Chriftian charity.

Another occafion, when poor people
ftand in particular need of the attention
and affiftance of their fuperiors, is when

F2 they
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they have the fimallpox in their familics.
Clean linen is then of the moft falutary
{ervice, and the older it is the more com-
fortable; this in a very fhort time may
be converted into neceflaries ; for if it
lafts till the difeafe is over that is enough,
as it would be advifeable to have it de-
ftroyed afterwards.  Numbers of poor
creatures die of the effluvia of their own
bodies, or atleaft fuffer greatly for want
of the refrefhment which clean linen
affords: and fome endure extreme agony
in having their things torn off, after
having lain in them a confiderable
time; and the contagion is certainly
fpread by want of cleanlinefs. It is in-
conceivable to thofe who have not been
eye-witnefles of them, what abfurdities
the generality of poor people commit in
the management of the fmallpox; it
would therefore be a great adt of charity,
to endeavour to introduce a more ra-
tional method among them. I am per-
fuaded that the fatality of this difeafe
(under
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(under Providence) would be greatly
leflened among the poor, could they be

' reftrained from injurious pratices, and
excited to cleanlinefs.

The welfare of a neighbourhood fre-
quently depends on attention to little
circumfances; for not only the fmallpox,
but other diftempers, fometimes become
putrid by improper treatment.

It often happens that, after fevere ill-
nefles, poor people languifh for want of
kitchen phyfic, as it is called. Many
things may be made for them in fami-
lies with very little expenfe, which
would be more beneficial than the in-
trinfic worth of them in money: for it
is to be confidered that poor people
make thefe things at a greater charge
than others, becaufe they buy every ar-
ticle at the worft hand, and are perhaps
obliged to have a fire on purpofe to
drefs them: they muft purchafe eat
when their ftomach will bear only
broth, which might be fupplied by a

F a3 neighbour,
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neighbour, who has a joint of veal or
mutton boiled, without any addition to
the houfehold expenfes: other things
that come under the denomination of
kitchen phyfic, fuch as white-wins whey,
&ec. it is likely they could not procure
at all; and if they could, the fatigue of
making them, fhould they know how,
would be very likely to deftroy the relifh
of them when done; for every one who
has been an invalid knows that appetite
is often. excited by the production of
an unexpected dainty ; and frequently
changed into averfion, when thofe long-+
ings which fick perfons in general are
fubje to are not immediately gratis
fied.

When our bleffed Saviour multiplied
the loaves and fithes he commanded his
difciples ¢ to gather up the fragments,
that nothing might be loft.” Whoever is
by the bounty of Providence enabled to
fpread a plentiful table, muft unavoidably
have fragments — thefe fhould in like
mannet
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mannier becarefully colleCted—thehardeft
cruft may fatisfy the cravings of a ftarv-
ing wretch— the fuperfluities that are
frequently wafted in families would
refcue many from the extremities of
wretchednefs: and there are other frag-
ments which would be very acceptable
to poor people: a-prefent of odd bits
to mend their clothes would be a treafure
to many; and the fragments of our time
(as the good Dr. Watts ftyled his leifure
hours) cannot be better difpofed of than
in the fervice of the indigent.

But there is ftill a higher advantage
than any I have mentioned, which may
reafonably be expetted from. vifiting
poor people in ficknefs and forrow; I
mean that of reclaiming them from the
error of their ways.

It is the natural effe& of afflition to
foften the heart, and toturn the thoughts
towardsafutureftate : but alas! many poor
creatures have lived fo long without God
in the world, and are fo ignorant of the

E 4 principles
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principles of religion, that they know
not how to improve his chaftifements 2
others, terrified by miftaken enthufiafts,
entertain the moft gloomy ideas of divine
vengeance, and fall into defpair: this
then is the time to awaken the con-
{ciences of the obdurate, and pour the
balm of confolation into the dejected and
defponding mind; and who fo proper
to perform this a& of Kkindnefs to
women, as a female friend and benefac-
trefs? for it is a very great chance that
they or their relations think of fending
for a clergyman till the laft extremity ;
and if they do, the additional fervices of”

one of their own fex muft be very ac-
eeptable and confolatory. I may alfo
add, that a benefit will redound to all
thofe who undertake this office, as they
will beled to refleét on the viciffitudes
of human life; they will learn modera-~
tion in the beft circumftances, and be
and conftancy

againft

armed with  cour
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dgainft any adverfity that may befal
themfelves,

It would be unreafonable to confine’
young perfons to fuch gloomy fceness
but they certainly ought to have, ' from’
time to time, a tranfient view of the
miferies which perfons in the lower
ftations of life endure: it would teach
them to be contented with moderate en=
joyments ; to act a rational and a Chrif-
tian part; and would probably be a mean’
of preferving them from affliions, by
putting them in a courfe of piety which
would turn afide from them the chaftife--
ments that are defigned by Heaven to
correct thoughtlefs levity, and an abufe
of the bleflings of a profperous flate..
Let me add that vifiting the fick is
among the duties which our divine Lord
has particularly enjoined; and he has
gracioufly promifed that if performed
¢ to the leaft of his brethren, he will
confider it as done to himfelf,”

By An
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An hofpitable cuftom prevails in this
country of difpenfing gifts, and making
contributions: for the parith poor in
fevere weather; and they are of the
utmoft benefit to many deferving objects;
but are often obtained by perfons who
do nat need them, and who make them
fubfervient to their vices. Thefe do-
nations would be more efficacious, and
anfwer the intention of the benevolent
donors. much better, if diftributed from
houfe to houfe by fome perfon who
could infpect into the real diftrefs which
exifts in each family; for diftrefles
are various, and require variety of re-
lief; befides, the poor often ftand in
need of advice how to lay out their
money.

There is a fpecies of charity which
affords the moft permanent benefit to
parith poor of any I know of, which
has of late years been greatly neglected;
I mean that of building almshoufes,
with little endowments, for the fupport




APDRESSED TO LADIES. I0%

of aged people: it is to be lamented
that fo valuable an inftitution fhould not

* be more extenfive. A number of little
tenements might be erected, and many
poor maintained, for the expenfe of ons
workhoufe. If a poor man or woman is
religioufly inclined, it would be a great
comfort to them to be put in poffeffion
of a little retirement, where they might
fit in quietnefs and meditate on their
Jatter end, inftead of being fent to a
place where they muft aflociate with
many difagreeable companions, and be
continually difturbed with the noife: of
children.

Almshoufes would be very valuable
to many other poor people who. are
often put togreat difficulties to pay their
rent. 1 have heard of whole villages,
confifting of tenements buile by private
benefattions, fome of which are flill
kept up in the utmoft regularity and
cleanlinefs. In the parifh. of Ealing a
commendable practice has of late years

Fé6 been
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been adopted. Whenever a piece of
wafte land is' granted to any perfon who
ean afford to pay for it, the purchafe
money is appropriated to the purpefe of
building almshoufes.

If this cuftom was general, many
people, who are noew driven to a work-
houfe through inability to pay rent for a
tenement, might be accommodated with.
decent habitations: in the mean while,
1 truft that in all’ parifhes fome perfons,
in affluent circumftances, will apply a
part of their beunty to the laudable pur-
pofe of furnifhing the aged at leaft with-
convenient dwellings.

Among other evils which afflié the
poor in thefe days, I muft net omit to
mention the monopoly of farms. How
comfortably did their anceftors live when
they could rent a little fnug houfe, and
occupy a few acres of ground! And
how refpe@table was the owner of a
Ianded cftate when furrounded by a num=
ber of tenants wha looked up to him as
afriend
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a friend and benefactor! Let us hope:
that thefe happy times will return, and
that many opulent perfons of the rifing
generation  will, from principle and
choice, retire from fcenes of extrava-
gance and diffipation, to the fhades of
life, and fhed bleflings on all around
them.

There is one great difadvantage which
attends farmers themfelves from the mo=
nopoly of farms ; which is, the want of
native hands to get in the produce of
their fields. At hay and corn harveft, in
particular, they are obliged to employ
a fet of emigrants ; who come from they
know not where; they may be honeft or
they may not: thefe people often travel
with families, who by ficknefs become
chargeable to the parithes they occa-
fionally inhabit. If they are inclined to
commit depredations in a neighbour-
hood they can decamp in a night, and
be foon out of the reach of difcovery ; but
a cottager, who is a conftant inhabitant,

cannot
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cannot fo efcape detetion ; and fuppof-
ing that he has conftant work, and his
wife and children affift at thefe feafons,
and fpin, &c. at other times, he has no
temptation to difhonefty. It is therefore
the intereft of farmers to have refident
poor, and to contribute to their relief in
other ways befides parifh rates.

Iwould not be thought to entertain a
general bad opinion of travelling huf-
bandmen, for many of them are honeft
and inoffenfive ; and I know, from. ob-
fervation, that they are frequently very
deferving of charitable relief; and, ac-
cording to the prefent ftate of the coun-
try, their aid is abfolutely neceffary. But
it certainly ought to be the endeavour of
thofe to whom they properly belong to
find employment for them, as they are
often expofed to great diftrefles among
ftrangers.

A variety of advantages would arife
from attaching the poor to their native
places, which they would naturally pre-
fer
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fer if they could get a livelihood there.
We cannot fuppofe that any man, who
had been foberly educated, would chufe
a vagrant life if he could fettle comforta-
bly in the place where he was born and
bred.

I do not pretend to be acompetent
judge of this matter; but it ftrikes my
mind that an increafe of popularity in
villages muft prove a national benefit,
provided that induftry, and a proper de-
gree of civilization, aecompany it ; which
Schools of Induftry, and Sunday-fchools
combined, feem calculated to produce.

I cannot help mentioning another cir=
cumftance, which (with fubmiffion) I
muft beg leave to fay appears to me
too arbitrary for aland of liberty, and
which ought to be for ever blotted from
1 mean the

our humane ftatute
grounding an order for the removal
of a poor family that originally came

# 33 & 14 C, 2. Co 220
from
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from a diftant parifh, on a fuppofitiom
thatthey are likely tobecome chargeable.

How often does it happen that people,.
by the mercy of God, are delivered from
extreme diftrefs, and enabled to over-
come adverfity ¥ Is it therefore confiftent
with that reliance on divine Providence,
which Chriftian communities as well as
individuals fhould have, to-drive a poor
induftrious man,. with a family, back to
a parith (which perhaps he was under
the neceffity of leaving, on account of
the price of labour, or for want of work)
for no other reafon but becaufe he may:
at afuture time be obliged to {olicit for
temporary relief?

Wherever a man labours he feems to-
me to have a natural right to fupport.
Better would it be to fuperfede the necef-
fity of removal by encouraging the poor
to continue in their native parifhes
through choice and inclination:

Having dared to cenfure one law, may
I venture to propofe another? It was

hinted
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hinted to me by a friend of the other
fex, and appears to me too good an idea
- to be loft.

It is obfervable that the privilege of
the people to turn in on the Lammas
lands is infenfibly fliding away. Many
poor perfons have no fheep or cattle to
feed, and the land is ufually occupied by
farmers or gardeners, who commonly
(near London at leaft) fow a fecond crop,
which is generally turnips : the poor con-
fidering thisas an invafion of their right,
retaliate by ftealing the turnips, even for
fale. Now would ‘it not be a means of
effectually filencing their murmurs, and
reftraining depredations, were a trifling -
rent-charge, bearing a proportional va-
lue from time to, time, laid on all Lam-
mas lands, in lieu of the undoubted pri«
vilege of the peeple, in order to cftablifh
a fund for the permanent fupport of-
Sunday-{chools and of Schools of In-
duftry ? By fo fair an'a& of commuta-
tion, founded on reciprocal advantage and

fubftantial
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fubftantial juftice, both landlord and te=
nant might in many places be benefitted;
and the poor better fatisfied.

The plans I have propofed refpecting
Schools of Induftry, &c. are chiefly cal-
culated for country towns and villages s
how far they are practicable in the me-
tropolis I do not know; but inftitutions
of a fimilar nature are very fuccefsful in
the city of Bath, as appears from the ac-
count of them in the Bath Chronicle for
December 28, 1786. The following ex-
trac from which will fhew that the la-
dies have a principal fhare in the direc-
tion of the School of Induftry in that
city.

¢ At the mecting of the committes
for Sunday-fchools, &c. it was refolved
that the following addrefs fhould be
printed in both the Bath papers.

¢ 'The gentlemen of the committee, for.
condutting the Sunday-fchools eftablifhed
in this city, beg leave to return thanks to
the nobility, gentry, and all others who.

have:
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have {o liberally contributed to this chas
rity, and acquaint them, that they have
been enabled, by the laft fubfeription,
to receive and inftruct all the poor chil-
dren who have offered from the parifhes
of Bath, Widcomb, and Walcot; that
their number has been increafed this pre=
fent year from five hundred and fixty to
feven hundred and fifty; that with the
furplusapplied tothe Schools of Induftry,
where the children are taught to few, {pin
worfted and flax, knit, and make nets,
they have increafed the number from one
hundred and ten to one hundred and
eighty; that for thefe- one hundred and
eighty, fhoes and ftockings are making;
and complete clothing for fixty of them:
there is reafon to believe that the whole
will foon be able to clothe themfelves by
their own labour, having theé raw mate-
rials found them ; and that in fhort, from
the progrefs this infant charity has al~
ready made, the committee cannot enter~
fain the leaft doubt of its ever failing to

mecet
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meet with the fame generous protection
and fupport which it has hitherto {fo hap~
pily experienced, and fo juftly de~
ferves.”

Then follows

¢ That the thanks of this committee
be given to Mrs. Watfon, Mrs. Cra-
craft, Mrs. Spotfwood, Mrs. Power, Mrs.
Haviland, Mrs. E. Bufby, and Major
Brooke, for their very able affiftance
and unremitted attention in direGing and
improving the Schools of Induftry, to
whofe care and patronage may juftly be
attributed its prefent flourithing ftate,
which refle@s the higheft honour omr
themfelves, and merits the applaufe of
the public.

¢ That the thanks of this committee
be given to Henry Southby, Efg. for
his great care and attention to this chari-
ty as treafurer, and to thofé gentlemen
who have fo punctually vifited the Sun-
day-fchools, and Schools of Induftry ;
andk
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and likewife to Mr. Tylee for having
played the organ gratis.”

The city of Bath has peculiar ad-
vantages over moft other places in the
kingdom, onaccount of the great refort
of nobility and gentry to it; but the me-
tropolis has proportionably greater, The
fame refpe@able perfonages, whoare con-
tributors to the Sunday-fchools in Bath,
annually pafs fome months in a year in
London; and we cannot be fo unjuft te
them as to fuppofe that they exhauft
their charity in Bath; I think it can
fearcely be doubted but that they would,
on proper application, be found equally
ready to contribute to eftablithments of
a fimilar nature, for the benefit of the
poor in the parifhes in which they refide,
when in town: and there are in Lon-
don numbers of people, of rank and for-
tune, befides thofe who go to Bath. The
mercantile part of the metropolis, whofe
affluence enables many of them to emulate
theexample of their noble contemporaries

in
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in fplendour and -magnificence, are
found in all cafes of public charity as
liberally difpofed to join with them; a pa-
triotic and Chriftian fpirit is abroad in
the world, which it is to be hoped will
foon incline perfons, of ability and lei-
fure, .to form affociations, and cellect
{ubfcriptions, for founding and conduét-
ing, in every parifh in London, Schools
of Induftry for boys and girls, as well-as
Bunday-{chools.

Nothing, ‘in my humble opinion,
would be fo likely to check-the-progrefs
of vice in the metropolis as thefe affo-
ciations, if properly regulated and at-
tended to. Something certainly fhould

OECONOMY OF :CHARITY,

be done without delay: humanity is
fhocked at the idea of the numbers of
lads who come to an ignominious end,
and of poor young females, who, loft to
all fenfe of decency, difgrace their fex
by their profligacy ; many are driven to
bad courfes through want of employ-
ments by which they might gain ar ho-
neft
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neft livelihood: it would therefore ‘be
the greateft of charities, to take compaf-

fion on thofe who may yet be faved from

a fhamelefs life, and an untimely death,
to appoint Schools of Induftry, in which
they might be taught to be ufeful mem-
bers of fociety ; and Sunday-fchools, in
which they might be inftructed to thun
the paths of vice, and.guard their minds
againft the cruél feducers of wunwary in-
nocence.

The Marine Society is a noble chari-
ty; but others fill more beneficial to
boys might, I fhould think, be con-
trived, in which they might learn fome
of the lower mechanic arts that do not
require their ferving .apprenticefhips to
them.

The Afylum -in *St. George’s-ficlds
may be ~confidered as a Sunday-fchool
and School of Induftry .united; and I
may refer to it as an example of the utili-
ty of fuch inftitutions. This-charity is
confined to children who are deferted

by
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by their parents, and who have no: parifl
to receive them ; but among thefe who
do not come under this defcription are
thoufands of other poor gils, who ftand
in equal need of inftruction and employ+
ment.

Seminaries, on fo extenfive a plan as
the Afylum, cannot be eftablifhed and
fupported without great fubfcriptions;
but fuch Schools of Induftry as I have
been recommending would require very
little expenfe, as there would be no
building to eret for them ; for it would
be better that they fhould exceed in
number rather than in fize, as the chil-
dren are to return to their refpedtive
homes in the evening; for it is not ad=
vifeable to colle& many of them to-
gether, whether boys or girls; in fuch
a place as London, unlefs they conftant-
ly refided at the fchools.

Iam of opinion that, in country towns
and villages, cafual fpontancous charity,
were the parifh-poor in general tobecome

objects
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abject of benevolence, would be equal
to every purpofe of leflening the rates,
and relieving the indigent; but if it thall
be thought too precarious a dependance,
friendly affociations may be formed, and
committees appointed, &c. to place the
bufinefs upon a more certain founda-
tion. It is evident, from other affocia~
tions for charitable purpofes, that much
good may be effected by the exertions
of a few: the aftonifhing fuccefs of Sun-
day-{chools, in different parts of the
kingdom, is a fufficient encouragement
to attempt them in every place. The
blefling of God evidently follows the
inftitution, where a well-regulated zeal
cooperates with it : and we may reafon-
ably hope for the fame fuccefs to Schools
of Induftry, fince the improvement of

morals is the ultimate object of them.
But there is another clafs of people
who have a particular claim to our re-
gard and attention; I mean domeftic
fervants. While we provide for the in-
fruction of poor children, we muft not
G forget
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forget thofe perfons who are committed to
our more immediate care. ““ He who ne-
gledts to provide for his own houfehold
has denied the faith, and is worfe than
an infidel,” fays the apoftle.

If our fervants are profane and im-
moral for want of our admonition, we
thall be called to a ftri¢t account for it :
it is unreafonable to complain of their
dithonefty and corruption, if we take no
pains to inftruct them, and allow them
no time for divine worfhip: a kind of
Sunday-evening-fchool in every family
would be a likely mean of reforming
many, and is a very neceffary fucceda-
neum to Sunday-{chools for children; the
benefit of which may be rendered ineffec-
tual to the moft important purpofes of
life, if religious inftruction ceafes as foon
as young people are difmifled from the
fchools, Many fervants may be averfe
to receiving thefe infirutions; buty if
they perfift th refufing them, they cer-
fainly thould be difmiffed, as improper
members of a Chriftian family : many
others
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others will accept them with thankful-
nefs, and repay their kind benefattors
. with gratitude and affection.

I am very fenfible that, in the fore-
going pages, no branch of charity is
propofed that has not been repeatedly
pracifed; and I do not doubt but that,
while Chriftianity remains in the nation,
thefe different modes of benevolence
will continue to be exercifed by many
individuals: but the prefent condition
©f the poor, in refpet to igorance and
mifery, plainly thews that their fuperiors
in general do not pay a fufficient regard
20 their neceffities; I therefore hope
this little memento will not be deemed
either unfeafonable or obtrufive.

Before T conclude, I muft again beg
leave to entreat ladies to favour my plans
with ‘their attentive confideration, and
employ their ownabilities to theimprove-
ment and extenfion of them; without
their exertions, the reformation of the
poor cannot be thoroughly completed :

G 2 it
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it is really a fcandal to the nation to fee
fuch numbers of the lower kinds of peo-
pleinextreme indigence, while the plenty
and riches’of the land enable the higher
ranks to indulge in all the conveniencies
and luxuries of life. 3

‘Who among us would not feel a pain-
ful fenfe of impropriety, fhould her own
children be feen wandering about the
houfe in a ftarving condition, or turned
out to folicit the aid of ftrangers? Every
parith is a Jarge family; and it behoves
the heads of it to fee that each indivi-
dual has food and raiment, or the means
of procuring them at leaft.

1 hope I have fhewn that women and
girls may be relieved at very little ex-
penfe,and improved with very little trou-
ble, if all, or even a part of thofe who
have ability, will but uniteto refcue them
from ignorance and wretchednefs.

Let me call to mind, that hiftory
affords inftances of ladies who have made
great facrifices for the good of their
country
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country: fhall Chriftian women be ex-
celled by heathens? God forbid! There
is no need- for Britith ladies to hazard
their lives, to deprive themfelves of the
elegancies which belong to high ftations;
they may be patriots upon eafier terms :
a fmall part of that abundance which
God has given them would place thou-
fands, nay millions of women and chil-
dren, in happy circumftances, and bring
accumulated riches into the nation: the
occafional facrifice of a fuperfluous orna-
ment would enable many in middling
ranks to be charitable, who cannot afford
to be fo while they covet all the varieties

nd extravagancies of fathion: nay, the
very pooreft of women might contribute
to the eafe and comfort of their neigh-
bours, by benevolent and friendly offices..
May every one therefore refolve to
do her part—may all who have leifure
attend perfonally to. the circumftances
of the poor, in order to cherifh and em-
ploy them——may every benefaction be
G 3 adapted
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adapted to the immediate neceflitics of
each, {0 as to relieve as many as poffi-
ble; and may all thofe who Have gifts
to beftow confider themfelves as ftewards
of the Almighty, and endeavour fo to:
improve their refpective talents, thatthey
may, together with thofe: whom their
kindnefs fhall refcue from vice and pro-
fanenefs, invite their God and Saviour to
fix his tabernacle among them, and in~
cline him to continue to the nation the
bleflings of peace and profperity ; and
may they all at length obtain, through
the merits of their Redeemer, ¢ an in-
heritance that fadeth not away, eternal
in the heayens!” for this will be found
to be THE TRUE OEcoNoMY OF
CrariTy,

APPENDIX,
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An account of Sunday-fchools efiablifhed in-
Ol Brentford, in the parifp of Ealings
Middlefex, Fune 1786,

As the effablithing of Sunday-fchools
has been unfuccefsfully attempted in
fome parithes, and in others they have
been fuffered to fall to the ground,
through a want of ativity in the con-
dudors of them, a relation of the
methods employed to eftablith and keep
them up, in one of the moft unpromif-
ing places in England, may be accept-
able to fuch of my readers as are fituated
where fimilar difadvantages prevail ; at
leaft it will be fatisfactory to the friends of
this moft excellent and extenfive charity,
and to the worthy projector of it in par-
ticular, to know that upwards of eighty
boys and one hundred and. forty girls

G 4 and
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and little boys, moft of whom were re-
garded as unworthy of notice, and in-
capable of recciving inftruction, now
enjoy the benefit of it.

But I have another reafon for laying
this account of our {chools before ladies,
as thofe in which the girls are inftructed
are entirely under female direction.

When I fay that Brentford is a very
unpromifing place for a plan of this kind,
1 do not mean to caft illiberal refletions
on my neighbours; on the contrary, I
am happy to do them the juftice of de-
claring that thofe, whofe circumftances
can afford it, are in general on all oce
cafions ready to promote any public
work that has utility in view; and their
cheerful contribution towards the almoft
bopelefs experiment of Sunday-fchools
may be produced as a proof of my affer~
tion.

In this town the proportion ‘of poor
inhabitants is very great, owing to the
many labourers required in the market-
gardens,
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gardens, brick-fields, and farms, which
furround it : as they are employed only
at certain {eafons, and there are no kind
of manufaGures carried on, a great part
of them are out of work for feveral
months in the year; which: caufes a
variety of diftrefles as well as irregulari-
ties among them : and fo litde fenfe had
the lower kind of people of religious
duties, that the generality of poor chil-
dren, inftead of going to church on
Sundays, were fuffered to run about the
ftreets ragged and dirty, from morning
till night, to the great difturbance-of the
regular part of the inhabitants : add’to
this, that the town chiefly confifts of one
Tong ftreet, in a road which is the greateft,
thoroughfare in England, fo that there
is a continual influx of all’ Kinds of tra-
vellers; and the vagrants among them
often take up their refidence here for a
time, in order to follow the trade of
begging in the neighbourhood, and by

G ;s mixing




130 APPENDIE.
mixing with the refident poor contri-
bute to increafe their profligacy.

But, through the blefling of God, a
happy change has been effected, and no
fchools can fueceed better than ours
have done, confidering their many dif-
advantages, and the thort time they have
been eftablifhed.

The Rev. Charles Srurges, vicar of
Ealing, was the firft propofer of Sunday-
{chools, in “that parifh, of which Old
Brentford is apart; and he fet a lauda-
ble ‘example to his parifhioners, by be-
ginning the fubfcription with a dona-
tion from himfelf, and urging the mat-
ter with zealous perfuafions to all within
his influence : he likewife explained
the nature and benefits of the inftitution
from the pulpit, as did the Rev. Charles
Coatcs, minifter of the chapel, in a very.
forcible manner. A fubfcription book
vas then opened, and it was alfo thought
adyifeable to recommend to. the perufal
of the principal inhabitants, in order to

excite
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excite zeal in the caufe, the various
fermons and tracts which had been pub-
lithed in favour of Sunday-fchools ;. par-
ticularly the Bifhop of Chefter’s letter,
the Dean of Canterbury’s fermon, and
thofe of the Rev. Mr. Moore, Mr. Ben-
ret, and Mr. Adkin *.

After the fubfcriptions were collected,:
charity-boxes were put up at the chapel
door. Thefe afforded opportunities for
perfons to contribute, who could only
fpare fuch fums as might appear incon-
fiderable in the fubfcription book; and
they ftill remain to receive the occafional
donations of firangers and others, inwhom
2 view' of the children' may excite fenti-
ments of compaffion, or whofe conve+
niency it may better. fuit to’ give their
mite frequently than a larger fum at
once.

G 6 In

# There havebeen feveral others p\}bliﬂled fince,
all of which furnifh excellent hints, and bear teftimony.
the utility of the charity,
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In order to induce the poor to accept
the benefit of this charity, it was thought
expedient for fome other perfon befides
the clergyman to go-among them:and
defcribe to them- individually the nature
of the inftitution. This was attempted.
in a very familiar explicit manner : the
poor were admonithed: to avail them-
{elves of this opportunity of conciliating
the favour of their fuperiors, by accept-
ing with. humility and gratitude an
offer which was made with a view of
promoting the prefent and future welfare
of them and.their families. This office
of feconding the invitation of the clergy-
man-was yndertaken by a female fo-
licitor, from: an idea that her argu-
ments would be moft likely. to. prevail
with her own. fex, to whofe fhare the
management of children ufually falls,.
in:the lower as wel as higher claffes of
tife.

It was thought. proper to take this
route. in thofe hours when daily labour

' engages
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engages working men from home, and
to leave to their wives the tafk of com-
municating the offer to them.

In this perambulation, a lift was taken
of the candidates for admiffion, which
contained the names of - five hundred
boys and girls of five years old and up-
wards; whofe mothers with thankfulnefs
and joy eagerly caught at the advantage
of procuring what they call learning for
their children.

A few, a very few parents, behaved
with incivility ; but compaffion for the
poor children inclined their profefled
friend to excufe this for their fakes; not
doubting . but that thefe very women
would become petitioners for their chil-
dren’s admiffion as foon as any apparent
benefit thould arife from the eftablifh-
ment of the fchoels : the event anfwered
this expedtation. One little boy in par-
ticular, whofe mother had rudely faid
that ““fhe could inftruct him herfelf,
and did not chufe to have her child fhut

Y\P
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up from his recreations on Sunday,” ran
away from her, and came of himfelf to
entreat for admiffion : it was theught
wrong to encourage any act of difobe-
dience to parents, and he was fent home
bathed in tears : another Sunday arrived,
when, inftead of paffing it in fports, he
gave himfelf up to grief for the difap-
pointment ; followed the other boys as
they paffed the houfe, with his eyes and
heart, and by the fucceeding Sunday
overcame the pride of his mother, who
conduéted him herfelf to fchool, begged:
pardon for her impertinence; and the
child was received, tohis very great joy*
and fatisfattion. And indeed the chil-
dren in general, fo far from fhewing/an
unwillingnefs to go te' the fchools,
crowded together in troops, and fuppli~
cated for admittance; promifing to be=
have with all poffible fubmiffion and de-
corum; which promife, allowing for
their former extreme ignorance, it muft
be
2
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be acknowledged they have in general
fulfilled.

When the lift was examined, a calcu-
lation was made, whether the {fum fub-
fcribed was adequate to the expenfe of
inftrufting all the candidates; and on
finding that it was not, it was refolved
to exclude for the prefent the younger
children, and to receive but one child
out of any family; fo as to eftablifh at
firlt three fchools only, confifting of
thirty fcholars each, viz. one for the
bigger boys, and twe for girls and little
boys ; but the fubferiptions increafing,
two more f{chools were opened the Sun-
day following.

The next meafure was to procure
teachers : and it occurred to mind, that
it would be preferable to engage mif-
trefles who kept daily fchools: thefe at
firlt declined it; on account of the {mall-
nefs of the ftipend, and probably from
the meannefs ofi the employment, of
teaching a fet of profligate, ragged chil-

dren;
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dren; but on its being rcprc(cmcd o
them, that by taking Sunday-fcholars
they had a cliance of adding to their
daily fchools—that they would attract
the notice of their fuperiors, and make
friends for themfelves—that they would
become truly refpectable, by perform-
‘ing fo important an office of bencvo-
lence, and invite the bleffing of heaven ;
two very good fchool-miftrefles under-
took the tafk of teaching the girls 5 ano-
ther woman was afterwards found: for
the additional {chool ; and two men of’
fufficient ability were appointed to in-
ftruct the boys.

Rooms were mnow hired, alphabets
printed, books bought, numbered tickets
containing the names of the refpective
teachers were written on {flips of paper,
leaving a fpace in each for the child’s
name, to be inferted at. the delivery of
them.

A notice alfo; naming the day for
opening the {clools, was, according to.

the.
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the vfual form, printed and ftuck up
in different parts of the town, as well as
. on the chapel-door, and difperfed from
houfe to houfe by the parith beadle : an
admonition to parents was al{o difperfed
by the clergyman, which I fhall fubjoin
at the end of this appendix.

After this, tickets were deuvered at
the parents’ habitations, by the perfon
who had before taken the lift : this mode
was adopted in preference to that of let-
ting the poor fetch the tickets, as it was
likely to prevent thofe clamorous com-
plaints which might have enfued had
any been fent back without them; and
it implied a greater: degree of kindnefs
and attention towards the poor, who in
general feemed to regard the vifit in
that light.

It now evidently appeared that fome
poor wretched creatures were in fuch ex-
treme indigence, that their children had
not clothes even to cover them ; chari-
table people therefore fupplied them

with
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with bare neceffaries 3 but care was taken
to let the poor know that thefe were
private benefactions, independent of the
Sunday-fehool fubfeription, left too great
expectations from it might have been
formed, and the exertions of the parents
reftrained, which would in the end have
proved rather injurious than beneficial to
them.

Each teacher had, as I faid before,
thirty fcholars allotted them; but this
number has fince been increafed to forty
and even fifty, as they are conftantly
affifted by vifitors: without this advan-
tage, a mafter or miftrefs cannot well un-
dertake more than twenty at firft. Pro-
vifion of forms, &c. was made for feating:
the children in the aifles of the chapel,
and the teachers were allowed to fit in-
pews, where they could overlook their
refpeétive fcholars.

Contrary to expe@ation, feveral pa-
rents, who could afford to pay for their
children at daily fchools, entreated per~
miffion for them to join the Sunday-
{cholars
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fcholars* 5 and it was thought right to
grant this requeft; becaufe fuch chil-
dren, though not in rags, are neverthe-
lefs objects of a charity, which has in
view the reformation of manners, the
implanting religious knowledge, and the
proper obfervance of the Sabbath-day;
points which are too much neglefted by
their parents.

Thefe children did not amount to
fuch a number as perceptibly to increafe
the expenfe of the fchools; but their
admiffion has produced fome very agree-
able confequences : by taking off from the
exceeding mean appearance of the pro~
ceffion to church, they reconciled the
teachers to what might otherwife have
been thought a degrading employ-
ment ; made the poorer fort of chil-
dren more attentive to cleanlinefs; and
induced their parents to ufe every effort

in

* One of thefe parents, delighted with her child’s

improvement, fent a voluntary fubfcription at Chrift-
mas,
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in their power to furnifh them with
decent clothing ; it alfo raifed a fpirit
of emulation among the children in re-
fpet to learning ; fome being urgent to
overtake, and others to maintain their
fuperiority : the better fort were alfo ex-
cited to fet examples of good behaviour,
and the others to follow them: but, that
this ambition fhould be confined within
due bounds, a condition was made, that
all articJes of finery fhould be laid afide,
which was in" general moft obligingly
complied with.

On the appointed day vifitors attended
ateach fchool, viz. gentlemen at the boys,
and ladies at the girls, to receive the
tickets : and fuch a fet of deplorable poor
creatures prefented themfelves as are
fhocking to recollet, and many of them
farfrom clean; butasit wasconfidered that
fome parents fearcely know what cleanli-
nefs is, it was thought prudent to avoid
difcouraging any by fending back their
children, unlefs a wilful inattention to this

article
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article was vifible. Inftead of balking
them, praifes were beftowed on the
cleaneft children ; and gentle meflages
fent by the others, defiring their parents
to clean them better for the future; a
prefent of combs and brufhes was alfo
made to each who had not any before.

‘When the children were all collected
in each fchool, they were defired to
kneel down, while a vifitor opened it
witha prayer; acknowledging the mer-
ciful goodnefs of Almighty God in fug-
gefting this mean for diffufing the know-
ledge of Chriftianity among the poor;
and imploring a divine bleffing on the
inftitution in general, and on that {chool
in particular; concluding with the Lord’s
Prayer.

After this, inquiry was made into the
proficiency of each fcholar; and all who -
did not know the letters were placed to-
gether, fo that a number of them might
be taught at once by means of the large
alphabets, fome of which were hung up

in
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in full view, and others cut into flips
containing about fix letters each, pafted
upon {tiff paper; thefe laft were given
in fucceffion to the children to ftudy,
that they might the more fenfibly feel
their own progreflive improvement,
and be thereby encouraged to diligent
application.  Other claffes were at-
tempted to be formed according to the
different abilities of the {cholars; then a
fhort prayer was faid, and they fer off
two and two to church; and many of
them for the firft time in their lives
entered that facred place. Thofe only
who have been cencerned in fuch an un-
dertaking can form an adequate con-
ception of the joy felt by every Chriftian
who had been inftrumental to this happy
increafe of the congregation, when they
beheld this interefting fight ; when
they heard thofe tongues joiningin prayers
and praifes to God, which, but for their
interpofition, would perhaps have been
uttering  blafphemy and  profanenefs.

An
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An excellent fermon was preached by
the Rev. C. Coates, minifter of the
_chapel, which ftrengthened their re-
folution to pe;

evere; and heaven has
hitherto profpered their humble endea-
vours.

At firft it was found extremely dif-
ficult to get into a regular method of
teaching in the girl’s fchool, as moft of
the fcholars were fo deficierit as not even
to know a fingle letter; and many, nay
even fomeof the bigger girlswere not able
to tell who made them ; but, having the
advantage of a number of vifitors, their
improvement has been rapid, and the
bufinefs of teaching is become much
eafier. It is remarkable that the boys
in general had been better inftructed in
reading than the girls, for numbers of
‘them could read with tolerable fluency ;
but, in refpe& to religious knowledge
and civility of manners, many of them
were as untaught as the favages of Ame-
sica: and an arduous tatk it has been
found
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found to govern fome of them, efpecially
as the mafters have very few vifitors to
affift them; however, the improvement of
the boys has, notwithftanding, been very
great upon the whole; and moft of them
fubmit to be taught even by lads of their
own age, with refpect and attention.

The greateft irregularity in the girls’
fchools, has been a want of punctuality
in the morning, efpecially during the
winter ; therefore, to induce themto come
to fchool at the appointed hour, viz. half
paft eight, it is now the cuftom to fing a
morning hymn at nine o’clock. The
miftrefs examines the children as they
enter, to {cc whether they are clean, and
thofe who are not fo are fent back ; but
it is an uncommon thing to fee a dirty
girl, excepting new fcholars, who have
the fame allowance made for them as the
others had at firft. There are ufually three
vifitors in each fchool, fometimes more,
(the greateft part of whom are young la-
dies), who with the miftrefs divide the_

2 {cholars
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{cholars among them, and hear them all
read: the backward ones fucceffively,
and the others in claffes.

Thofe children who are capable of it
ftand up about fix together, and read
the pfalms for the morning fervice, by
verfes alternately ; the general inftruction
they contain is pointed out to them, and
the girls are queftioned concerning par~
ticular words and phrafes, which they
may be fuppofed not to underftand : if
time will permit, the leflfons for the day,
or the epiftle and gofpel, are read in the
fame manner. This method is ufeful,
to prevent the children from falling into
a cuftom of gabbling over the church
fervice, or reading the feriptures without
confidering the import of them: it muft
be remembered that the language of moft
books, nay even of the feriptures them-
felves, is in many refpeéts like a foreign
one to them; every firange word there-
fore ftands in need of explanation.

H The
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The backward children are taught to
repeat the catechifm ; and all who are ca-
pable of it, and not otherwife employed,
affift in forwarding the improvement of
their fchoolfellows, by teaching them
the alphabet, ba, be, &c.

After the reading and catechizing is
over, the morning admonition, {ubjoin-
ed to this appendix, is read; then a
fhort prayer is ufed, and the children
go to church with the miftrefs; and
when divine fervice is ended return to
{chool, and are from thence difmiffed to
their refpective homes.

Attwo o’clock they affembleagain, and
immediately proceed to church, where
the Rev. T. Lancafter*, curate of the
chapel, catechizes them for nearly anhour
with exemplary pains and patience, taking
the girls one Sunday and the boys ano-
ther; mixing thofe who can with thofe who

cannot

% Mafter of an academy at Parfon’s-green, where
religion is a principal branch of education.
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cannot repeat the anfwers, that the latter
may the fooner learn it: the number of
thefe at prefent is very fmall. After
every one has anfwered a queftion in
the church catechifm, it is explained
to them in a manner fuited to their
capacities.

As we have no fermon in the af-
ternoon in winter, the children who
can fing are indulged in flaying at
chapel for half an hour after fervice is
ended, to practife pfalmody; and the
others go back to the fchools, where
fome of the vifitors are ready to receive
them : the bigger girls fit down, and
either ftudy their own leffons, or affift
in hearing the little children repeat the

emplary ftory is read to the latter, and
they are alternately difmiffed, with in-
Junéions to be very good the following
week. It is thought beft tolet the little
ones go home carly, left they thould be

ed
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tired of longer confinement, and take a
diflike to the fchools.

When the younger children are gone,
the others read as in the morning, ac-
cording to their refpective abilities ; the
forward ones in the Teftament, which
the teacher or vifitor explains to them
in a general way, pointing out the texts
that contain the moft obvious practical
inftruétion.

After this a fmall portion of the
church catechifim is repeated, and the
children are examined, by means of the
¢ Church Catechifin broke into fhort
Queftions and Anfiers.”

Every girl then, who can, repeats one
of Dr. Watts’s Divine Songs in turn, and
the others who are not employed are re-
quired to liften attentively: when cach
girl has faid a hymn, queftions are atked,
which call for thc exertion of their rea-
For inftance, a girl

has
* This {pecimen is introduced as a hint to young

vifitors, on which I doubt not they will improve. I
hope,

fomng power:
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has repeated the hymn for the Lord’s-
day evening, ¢ Lord how delightful
’tis to fee,” &c. Atk her what an af-
fembly is? If fhe cannot tell, put the
queftion to the others; and, if none are
able to anfwer, inform them that it
means a number of people met together
in one place.

Then afk them in the fame manner,
if any of them ever were in fuch an af-
fcmbly as the hymn fpeaks of ? If they
anfwer yes, atk them where, and when?
If no, tell them that they really have
been at fuch an affembly that very day
—give them time to recolle a little 5
and they will, as a great difcovery, tell
you with pleafure that it was at church.
Inquire whether they know what < de-

H 3 lightful”

hope, as foon as my leifare will permit, o offer farther
affiftance in refpect to the feriptures: the following
books will be found ufeful to young ladies who attend
the fchools, viz. Dr. Watts's View of Scripture Hif-
tory; Sellon’s Abridgment of the Holy Scripture; Of-
tervald’s Arguments of the Books and Chapters of the
0ld and New Teftament ; Fenton on the Pfalms,
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lightful” means? and worthip? Why the
church is faid to be like a little heaven?
What day it is which no pleafure or play
thould tempt them to forget? &c. A
fingle hymn or fmall portion of fcrip-
ture, or fhort moral leflon, gone over
in this way, will afford more real in-
ftruction than a hundred things learnt
merely by rote: and this kind of ex-
amination fhould certainly make a con-
ftant part of the Sunday-{chool bufinefs,
as it is calculated to open the mind to
divine truths. The Chriftian Covenant
thould above all things be minutely ex-
plained to the children, and their atten-
tion particularly directed to every fen-
tence of thar excellent fummary of our
duty to God and our neighbour in the
church catechifm.

But to return to our fchools. Till the
girls have gone through the Teftament,
we think it advifable to let them read
only the leflons for the day in the Bible;
as a different method is neceffary for

thofe
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thofe who learn only on Sundays, and
thofe who have the benefit of daily in-
ftruction. * If any time remains after the
foregoing examination, the g
fing a pfalm or two, and the evening

either

hymn, or have fomething of a moral
and entertaining nature read to them;
fuch as the ftories in Mr. Hanway’s
book ; the Salifbury Spelling-book ; the
Servant’s Friend; &c. Then the even-
ing admonition is read; and if the hymn
has not been fung a fhort prayer is ufed,
and the children return home cheerful
and happy.

Thofe children whohave voices are ex-
ceedingly fond of finging pfalms, and
others have great pleafure in hearing
them. Some people objeft to gils
being indulged in this particular, from
an idea that it will give their thoughts
an improper turn: but furely this is an
illiberal as well as miftaken notion; for
why thould we fuppofe that direting
the application of their talent to its

H 4 noblefl
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nobleft ufe will lead to. the perverfion
of it? And why in this age, when a
talte for facred mufic prevails among
the higher ranks of people, fhould we
with to debar the lower ones from
the recreation which pfalmody gives
to their minds; unlefs it could be prov-
ed that it attually takes them off from
any religious or moral duty ? Our great
Creator has not confined the relith for
mufic to any rank of his creatures ; and
1 do not think that any can claim an ex-
clufive privilege to. the moderate enjoy~
ment of its delights.

Were plain pfalm-finging generally
practifed in our churches and chapels,
it would attach thofe who have voices
to the congregations they refpeively
belong to; and it would not be fo com-
mon as it now is, for the lower fort of
people, under the denomination of
fingers, to ramble from parith to parifh.

One precaution fhould doubtlefs be
ufed in Sunday-fchools ; namely, to ex-
plain,
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plain to the children that pfalmody is &
folemn part of divine worfhip, and
never to be practifed as a mere amufe-
ment *.

The management of a Sunday-fchool
requires great ceconomy of time as well
as money ; therefore it is a material

12k point

* What a noble example was lately exhibited at
Painfiwick in Gloucefterfhire. A number of gentle=
men difplayed their mufical powers for the gratifica-
tion of a fet of country people: like the beafts that
are faid to have followed Orpheus, the ruftics left their
brutal purfuits, and' yielded their favage breafts to
the foft emotions which facred harmony is calculated
to awaken. David's lyre fcarcely produced a greater
change inthe obdurate heart of Saul, than was effected
by the foothing notes of this benevolent choir. The fpirit
of licentious mirth was driven away ; that of Chriftian.
charity fupplied its place, and inclined every heart to
comply with the powerful perfuafions of an eminesit di
vine in favour of the children, who in that town are
training to virtue and religion in the Sunday-fchoals.
For a full account of this tranfattion, I muft refer
my readers to a letter written by Mr. Raikes, to the
Society for encouraging Sunday-fchools in London,
and publified In fome of the newfpapers for Ja-
nuary laft. I mention it here, in hopes that other
gentlemen may think it an example worthy of imita-
ton,
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point to keep every {cholar employed
conftantly in one way or other; for this
purpofe fome of our beft fcholars have
pupils, and receive rewards as foon as
their pupils have attained a certain de-
gree of proficiency, which is named by
the teacher; and fimilar rewards are
given to the pupils: even the backward
{cholars are encouraged to teach the al-
phabet to the moft ignorant.

This meafure is calculated to leflen a
very fatiguing part of the teacher’s bufi-
nefs—to give the more leifure for reli-
gious inftruétion—to accelerate the im-
provement of the backward fcholars—
and to prevent wr

oling and tittle-
tattle, It is alfo intended to fhew the
advantages of mutual good-will : a truth
which cannot be too frequently or too
ftrongly inculcated among the poor, who
often diftrefs their neighbours to a cruel
degree by their unkindnefs, inftead of
alleviating each other’s fufferings, as they
have frequently the power of doing.
At
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At the firlt opening of the {chools,
praife was more liberally difpenfed than
cenfure, in order to raife a fpirit of emu-
lation: and wherever it was poffible to
attribute their faults to ignorance, we
imputed them to that caufe: every little
improvement was made the moft of, and
admonifhments givenratherthan reproofs:
but now that their minds are a little ex-
panded, we inquire more pa

into the motives of their aftions, and en-
deavour to teach the {cholars to examine
their own hearts : and the enormity of
vice and profanenefs is pointed out, as
well as the confequences of it in this
world and the next. When reproof is
neceffary it is given with gentlenels;
and the girls are kindly perfuaded to
confider their own intereft and hap-
pinefs: they are taught to regard ex-
pulfion from the fchool as one of t
worft evils that can befal them ; and to
efteem a good charatter as one of the
greateft blefiings in life.  Such difcourfc

H 6 as
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as this, addrefled to their feclings, is
found to have more effeét than fevere
threats and reproaches, which would be
apt to produce fullen pride rather than
repentance and amendment.

A charge is given toall the children.
not to tell tales out of {chool, or to bring;
reports to the teachers refpecting the be-
haviour of any of their fchoolfellows on.
the week days; for their reprefentations
are feldom to be depended upon; and it
is thought neceflary to check in the be-
ginning a propenfity, too prevalent a-
mong the poor, to flander and defa-
mation.

Regard is had, in every part of the
bufinefs, to preferve as much as poflible
cheerfulnefs and good humour.

In the girls’ fchool, caps, handker-
chiefs, pincufhions, hufwifes, and other
gifts (ufually the work of young la-
dies) are difpenfed to the moft de-
ferving; thefe are in fuch eftimation,
that the gauze caps, and other trum-
pery ornaments fo injudicioufly pur-
chafed
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chafed by poor people, are readily
laid afide for them; and, being alfo
confidered as the reward of merit, are
worn with great fatisfaction, and ferve
to improve the appearance of the girls
in a way fuitable to their condition.

They alfo receive occafional rewards
of halfpence when they repeat the cate-
chifm well at church, and are admonith-
ed to apply them to a proper purpofe.

As afarther encouragement, books are
lent for the girls to read in the week ;
fuch as the Chriftian Scholar, the Excel-
lent Daughter, &c. Fox on Divine
Worfhip has lately been put into the
hands of the beft fcholars to learn by
heart. Suitable books are lent to the
boys alfo.

Though the Sunday-fchools have been
opened but a few months, many benefits
have already arifen from the eftablith-~.
ment of them. A number of children,
who before were diforderly and rude to
a dreadful degree, are fo far civilized as
to treat their fuperiors in general with

refpect,
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refpedt, and to teftify gratitude to their
inftructers, and a great defire of fecuring
their good opinion.

They behave with regularity in the
fchools, and tolerable decency at church.
Some who did not know the alphabet
can already read in the Teftament.
Many have learnt the catechifm per-
fe@tly by heart—to repeat a number
of prayers and collefts, and fome
of Dr. Watts’s fongs——can join in the
refponfes at church; and fome begin to
comprehend the nature, defign, obliga-
tions and benefits of the Chriftian Cove-
nant, and the practical duties of Chrifti-
anity.

Many girls, who were deplorably
ragged, are now clothed very well, part-
ly by gifts from the {chool, and partly
by the exertions of their parents.

Some, who were fhamefully dirty, now
come quite neat to fchool, and are in
general much cleaner in the week, and
{zem fenfibie of the comforts of cleanli-
nels:
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nefs : feveral of them wath their own
linen: and thofe who are admitted into
the Schools of Induftry are as orderly
and diligent as poffible : and 1 have rea-
fon to think, from the continual applica-
tions that are made for admiflion into
them, that there are very few girls who
would be idle by choice, could they fit
down to work in a comfortable manner 3
which is feldom to be done at home, as
things are now ficuated. For a long
time no rewards could be contrived for
the boys, excepting books and halfpence;
as clothing for them is fo expenfive: at
length it was propofed to encourage the
diligent ones in the following manner,
viz. by giving, for a ftated time, two-
pence in the fhilling to all good boys,
whofe parents thould purchafe for them
any of the follawing articles ; namely,
carter’s frocks, fhirts, fwanfkin waift-
coats, leather-breeches, ftout fhoes or
half-boots, worfted or yarn ftockings;
and in proportion for clothes, &c.

1 well
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well patched and mended. Thefe rewards
have had a wonderful effeét : the boys are
now in general well clad ; who, as I faid
before, were at the opening of the {chools
as ragged a fet as could well be collected
together. When the fchools firft began,
the girls were perpetually quarrelling,
finding fault, and telling tales of one
another : they have now almoft left off
doing fo, and in general regard each other
with kindnefs.

Profane language is feldom heard
from the boys in the ftreet; and they do
not, as formerly, fpend the Sabbath in
idle {ports.

A number of both boys and girls have
made great proficiency in pfalmody, fo as.
to join in this part of divine worfhip with
pleafing harmony : they are indulged
in affembling together once a week for
the purpofe of learning to fing in a plain
way ; the boys in the chapel, the girls
at private houfes. One young lady, who

has
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has a very good voice, takes the trouble
of inftruéting a number of the latter.

From the readinefs of all the girls to
attend the fchools, even in bad weather,
it is evident that the return of Sunday is
welcome to them; and, from their un-
willingnefs to leave them at night, it may
he inferred that the bufinefs of the day
is far from being irkfome to them.

Parents acknowledge, with thankful-
nefs, that they are happier than before
there were Sunday-fchools, being now
eafed from the care of their children, in-
fread of being anxious for their fafety
when not properly employed on the Sab-
bath day : they can alfo afford to clothe
them better, as they are kept from {poil-
ing their beft clothes : and they farther
rejoice in the great improvement of the
children, and in their having friends and
inftruftors to give them good advice
when they ftand in need of it.

The fchool-miftrefles find the hopes
given them of the increafe of their daily

{chools
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fchools fulfilled, and the mafters have
evening fchools; for many parents, who
before never thought of putting their
children to fchool, now fend them, either
in the day or evening, as their circum-
ftances will allow.

Other parents, who can read, endea-
vour to fecond the infiructions given at
Sunday-fchools, by teaching their chil-
dren themfelves; and fome, who very
feldom went to church, attend divine
fervice conftantly.

A variety of books, and printed admo-
nitions, are, by means of the children,
circulated among the poor.

Perfons in extreme diftrefs often meet
with affiftance, through the reports made
by the fcholars.

Thofe who have ability to beftow may
now always be directed to real objects of
charity.

The inhabitants of the town enjoy
the quictnefs of the ftreet on Sundays,
and




APHENDIX. 163
and are pleafed with the improvement of
the children.

Thofe who attend the {chools as vifi-
tors find an interefting and fatisfactory
employment in inftru&ing the ignorant;
and enjoy the pleafing confcioufnefs of
doing their duty, in a way that cannot
fail of being acceptable to the author of
our holy religion: and young people
who attend, will, I am confident, bear
teftimony that I have not, in the preced
ing addrefs, exaggerated the pleafures
and advantages to be found in the em-
ployment.

‘When the fubfcription for the Sunday-
{chools was fet on foot, it was thought
confiftent with Chriftian fellowthip that
they fhould be open to Proteftant Dif-
fenters, as well as to members of the ef-
tablithed church; and an offer was made
to allow their children to go to meeting,
on condition that the minifter would be
anfwerable for their doing fo. In return
for this mark of friendthip, the Rev. Mr.

Bradhaw
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Bradfhaw preached two very pathetic
difcourfes; and an cxceeding handfome
collection was made by him at his chapel.
We have alfo recejved feveral benefac-
tions from gentlemen and ladies in other
parifhes.

The girls attend with great regu-
larity ; it is a very rare thing indeed for
any one to abfent herfelf by choice, and
the generality of the bigger girls would
gladly ftay till bed-time; and when any
of them accidentally meet their vifitors,
their eyes fparkle with pleafure, unlefs
they are dirty or improperly employed;
in which cafe, a confcioufnefs of their
fault is evident in their countenance: and
the boys are equally refpectful to ladies
and gentlemen, whom they never pafs
without bowing, and will defift from
their fports, to make way for them. But
fome of the latter are apt to ftay from
fchoolsone part of the day: however,
the progrefs of order and civilization has

been as great as could reafonably be ex-

pected;
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pe&ed s—complete reformation muft be
a work of time. A fcarcity of vifitors
in the boy’s fchools is greatly to be la-

' mented; and the diftance at which our
<clergy refide prevents their giving much
perfonal attendance, here efpecially, as
there are fchools containing a great num-
ber of fcholars in Ealing (the other dif-
i of our extenfive parifh) at which
no vifitors affift them.

I have faid nothing [refpecting the re-
gulation of expenfes—that is left to the
gentlemen’s management, and is con-
duéted after the manner obferved in other
Sunday-fchools. The teachers have alfo
books, as is cuftomary, and are paid at the
rate of one fhilling per Sunday for twenty
fcholars ; fome coals and candle are alfo
allowed in the winter, and a gratuity
given for teaching pfalmody.  Too
much cannot be faid in praife of the
teachers—they are very conformable in
general; and fome of them enter into
the fpirit of the inftitution, and per-

form
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form their tafks with a zealous folicitude
for the children’s improvement, and an
impartiality that refleéts great honour
upon them, and entitles them to the
refpect of the neighbourhood.

Thave perhapsbeen more circumftantial
in refpect to our fchools than was necef-
fary for the information of the public in
general ; but I hope for their indul-
gence, as I withed to take this oppor-
tunity of anfwering the many inquiries
which different perfons have done me
the honour of making.

The Rules for Teachers in both the Boys’ and

Girls’ Sehools are as follow :

Tue teachers are to open fchool at
eight o’clock in fummer, and half paft
eight in winter.

Are to fee that the children come
early; that their faces and hands are
clean, their hair combed, and their ap-

parel
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parel as tidy as their parents’ circum-
flances will afford. :

Are to hear them read, fpell#, repeat
prayers and catechifms, ;md to give them
the beft inflrutions in their power, re-
{pedting their duty to God and man.

Are to attend the children to church
every Sunday, both morning and after-
noon, and to fee that they behave them-
felves well during the whole time of
divine fervice.

Are to call over the names of their
refpective {cholars. morning and after-
noon, and to mark abfentees accord-
ing to the form prefcribed in their
books.

Are to keep an account of the books
lent to the {cholars in the week.

Are to keep {fcheol open till fix
o’clock.

The teachers are recommended to
give their inftrutions with mildnefs and

patience ;

* Thofe who attend Evening or Daily {chools do
not {pell on Sunday.
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patience ; remembering that in teaching
the poor they are fulfilling the com-
mand, and humbly imitating the ex-
ample of their bleffed Saviour, who
himfelf taught in that manner.

They are exhorted to confider that
the Sabbath was appointed for the re-
frefhment of the body, and the recrea-
tion of the mind; and that feverity and
unkindnefs may counteract the merciful
defign of God, in bleffing it as a day of
reft and fantification.

—— N — .

The Morning Admonition; hung up in the
School and read every Sunday to the Chil-
dren.

WLk to church in a regular orderly
manner.

Before you enter the church take off
your hats (or pattens), and go in without
noife or racketing; for it is the houfe of
God.

2 When
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When you are all in church kneel
down, and repeat to yourfelves the prayer
that has been taught you for that pur~
pofe; and remember to pray with your
heart as well as your lips, or you will
offend God.

When the clergyman enters arife from
your feats, ftand till he has paffed you,
and bow (or curtfey) as hie goes by ; for
he'is God’s minifter, and your {piritual
paftor; ‘and a Dbow (or curtley) is a
mark of fubmiffion and refpect.

Join in the fervice in proper places;
for confider that the prayers and praifes
concern évery body in the church; and
each’ of you has a' foul to be {aved;
therefore fhould pray ‘to God to” have
mercy upon it, through our Lord Jefus
Chrift: and God is good to you ally
therefore all (hould be thankful to him.

Pray alfo for other people, according
to the fenfe and meaning of

ferent prayers; but never fpeak loud, ex-

the dif~

éepting when the clerk d 0, and then
1 be

T

T
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be wery careful not to difturb the reft
of the people.

Do not talk in church: do not eat ap-
ples or other things, either there or in
fchool; for you come to church and to
fchool to ferve God and learn your duty,
not to eat and drink.

Do mnot fpoil haflocks, or any thing
belonging to the houfe of God.

Do not fing at improper times ; for
p(alm-ﬁmginé is a very folemn part of
the fervice.

Do not difturb; others when they are
faying their catechifm. i

When you are called out to fay your
catechifm to the minifter do noticrowd,
but make way for one another, .for you
will be feated much fooner if you are
orderly and quiet, 9

Thofe among you who have coughs
fhould take care not to give way to
them, as the noife is very difturbing to
other people
Say
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Say the prayer you have been taught
to ufe when fermon is ended, and mind
the words of it.

Remember that God fees you at all
times and in all places, and views even
your moft fecret thoughts ; and therefore
will certainly know if you behave ill in
his houfe, and whether you mean what
you fay to him.

Remember that God has commanded
the Sabbath-day to be kept holy ; and
that Sunday-fcheols are appointed on
purpofe that you may be taught how to
do fo; and that it will be very wicked,
and difpleafing to God Almighty, if you
wafte thofe hours in play and idle prat-
tle which ought to be fpent in praying
to God, and in Jearning your duty to
God and man.

T Evening
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Evening Admonitions: hung up in the Schiooly
and read before the Children o home:

Remenmser that God requires all
Chriftianis to live good lives, on week-
days as'well as on Sundays. You have
to day ‘beentinftructed in your duty;
ftrive then to practife what' you have
been taught, till you all meet here again
to learn more.

Say your prayers cvery night and
morning, for all good things come from
God; and you muft pray for them, and
be thankful for his mercies from day to
day, or you cannot expect that he will
love and blefs you.

Above all things pray for the grace of
God, for without the help of his Holy
Spirit you will not be able to do your
duty.

Be dutiful to your father and mother ;
love your brothers and fifters; and be-
have with kindnefs to your fchoolfel-

lows,
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Jows, and every body you know': -be
peace-makers, and no: wranglers, that
you may be the children of God.

Keep from fiearing, ftealing, and
lying ; for God h forbidden thefe
crimes, and will punith thofe who prac-
tife them.

Let no one tempt you to drink
drams; for they will certainly bring you
to an untimely end, by deftroying your
health; befidés, it is a very great fin to
get drunk, and God will punifh you
for it.

Read your book, and ftudy your lef-
fons when you have time; but, as moft
of you muft labour to get your own
living, you fhould on week-days, after
having faid your prayers, mind your
work  in the firft ;place.

Be induftrious, and ftrive as much as
poffible to' eafe your parents from the
burden of maintaining you : think how
creditable it will be to wear clothes of
your own earning; and what pleafure

I3
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it will be to each of you to help your
father and mother.

Do not fight or quarrel, call nick-
names or tell tales; but let each ftrive
to mend himfelf (or herfelf). :

Thofe who have pupils may try to
mend them alfo; but muft never fcold
at or beat them.

Do not take birds’ nefts, {pin cock-
chafers, or do any thing elfe to torment
dumb creatures; for God defigned them
to be happy while they live.

Strive to do unto all men, women
and children, and every thing that has
life, as you would in their places with
them to do unto you.

Bow (or curtfey) to your vifitors and
teachers when you enter or leave the
room, and wherever you meet them;
obey their commands, and endeavour to
improve by their leflons; for they do
agreat deal for you, and have a hearty
defire to make you good and happy.

Bow
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Bow to gentlemen and ladies where-
ever you meet them; and behave with
fuch refpect and civility as fhall thew
every body that you are fenfible of the
kindnefs of your fuperiors, and that
Sunday-fcholars know how to order them-
felves lowly and reverentdly to all their
betters.

Remember the Chriftian Covenant,
into which you all entered at your bap-
tifm; and live as membersof the Chrif-
tian church ought to live, in virtue and
holinefs, as becomes the children of
God, and thofe who look for a crowm
of glory and everlafting  happine(s
through the merits of Jefus Chrift our
Lord.

Remember that the day of judgment
will come, when you will be called to
account for all the wicked things you
do or fay; and be made happy if you
have lived as a Chriftian ought to do,
or condemned to dreadful punifhment
if you haye not.

1 4. Come
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Come to fchool early next Sunday,
that you may learn as much as poflible
in the day.

Come with your faces and hands
clean, your hair combed, and your ap-
parel neat.

Every finger who is not. in fchool,
ready to join in the morning hymn at
nine o’clock, will not be allowed to come
to the finging leffon in the following
week.

Go home quietly, like good boys (or
gitls); and may the bleffing of God at-
tend you !

Ealing, Yune 15, 1788,
AN ADDRESS TO PARENTS.

A Subfcription having been made
in this parith for the fupport of Sun-
day-fchools, it is hoped that all perfons,
who are not able to afford the expenfe

. of
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of education for their children, will fend
them to be infirufted in thefe fchools,
which are now going to be opened.

The children will be taught to read,
to fay the church catechifm, and fhort
morning and evening prayers; and the
moft deferving will receive occafional re-
wards of books, and fometimes of clothing.
¢ They will be inftructed in fuch plainre-
¢ ligious truths as they can underftand 3
¢ fuch as will dire& and fix their faith,
¢¢ improve their hearts, and regulate
¢¢ their manners: namely, that the
Sabbath-day is to be kept holy, and
to be employed in worfhipping God,
¢ and in learning their duty ; and never
to be profaned by neglecting church,
by idlenefs, or improper amufements :
that God knows and fees their moft

-

private thoughts, words, and actions;
will reward them if they are good, and
punifh them if they are wicked: that
the beft endeavours of the beft of men
are imperfect, and fall very fhort of

1g ¢ their
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-

their duty to God; but that the im-~
perfections of thofe who are forry for
what they have done wrong, and fin-
cerely endeavour to do better in fu-
ture, will be made up by the merits
of Jefus Chrift, the Son of God, who
died to atone for the fins of the whole
world.” #

Tt is neceffary to inform fuch perfons
as refufe thefe offers of inftruétion for
their children, and all who negleét their
own duty, by abfenting themfelves from
the public worthip of Almighty God, that
they can not expeé the notice of their {u-
periors, nor relief by private charity : but
parents who fend their children regularly
to thefe {chools, and come with them to
the church, will receive every proper
encouragement.

Thefe arguments may have fome
weight; but it is to be wifthed that pa-
rents fhould chiefly be affected by a fenfe
of duty and religion.

S

Many
* Bifhop of Sarum,
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Many perfons in this parifh, who have
been vifited on a fick bed, or in their laft
moments, have much lamented their
neglect of attending divine worfhip on
the Sabbath-day, and to that neglect have
attributed the finfulnefs of their lives.
Many others, of better difpofitions, have
thought it a great misfortune -that they
never were taught to read, that fo in time
of health they might have learned their
duty to their neighbour, and to Almighty
God, in his holy word; and during the
tedious hours of ficknefs might have
there found peace and comfort, whileall
things elfe ‘were full of pain and forrow.

It is now in your power to prevent
your children from complaining that they
were brought up in ignorance ; and you
may likewife fave them from the great
fin of negleting and profaning the Sab-
bath-day.

But if you attend to the improvement
of your children, let it perfuade you to
have feme regard towards yourfelves. If

you
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you wifh that your children fhould be in-
duftrious, fober, and religious, endea-
vour to become fuch as:you defire they
fhould be.

Let thofe parents, who are unable to
read, confider that they may hear their
duty every Sabbath-day, and fo may
learn what they are to believe and do,
that they may be faved : therefore wil-
ful ignorance is no excufe for wickeds
nefs.

But the truth is, that in this country,
where Chriftianity is fo univerfally taught
and preached, few people live who do
not know that there is an Almighty God,
the Maker of all things, and the Creator
of all men; and that his Son Jefus Chrift;
by fuffering death upon the crofs, redeem-
ed us from the punifhment of our fins, if
we forfake them and amend our lives.

Moft men know that the name of God
is to be religioufly reverenced, and muft
not' be profaned by wicked oaths and
curfes. Moft are fenfible that it is their
duty
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duty to pray to God, both in private and
public; that he knows their thoughts,
beholds their a&tions, and will reward or
punifth them at the great day of judg-
ment.

With refpeét to themfelves, few are
ignorant that they ought to be fober,
chafte, and virtuous, in their life and con-
verfation; and, with regard to others,
that they thould be kind, juft and honeft
towards all men.

What plainly fhews this, is, that
many perfons, if they are reproved for
their finful lives, will fay that they know
their duty.as well as thofe who with to
teachthem. To all fuch may be given
this anfwer: If ye know thefe things,
why do ye not practife them?

It is to be hoped that this prefent ad-
vice will be received more thankfully ;
that parents will readily fend their chil-
dren to be taught on the Sabbath-day;
will go with them to the church; and
will not let them fee or hear fuch things

at
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at home, as may hinder the inftru&ions
which fhall be given them from having
that good effect upon their minds and
manners which is withed and expected
by all ferious and religious perfons.

Wickednefs is certain of being punifh-
ed in the next life; but, even in this
world, it generally meets with difcourage-
ment from men, and with frequent dif-
appointments from Divine Providence:
and, though wicked perfons are not al-
ways hated and perfecuted by the reft of
the world, nor feel the afflictions of the
Almighty in the midft of their guilt, yet
they are always reftlefs and miferable; a
living punifhment to themfelves, and to
their families.

‘Thus you fee that to be good is the
only way to be happy. By leading a
fober, induftrious, and religious life, you
and your children will be a comfort to
each other: you will find peace and con-
tent in this world ; and when the laft hour
of life (hall come, which muft come alike
to
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zo rich and poor, you may look forward,
with humble hope and truft in the Divine

Mercy, toa place of everlafting happi-
nefls in heaven.

¥ T N+T. Se




BOOKS publifhed by the famg¢ AutHor.

) 3 LITTLE SPELLING BOOK, for young
Children, Second Edition enlarged, 6d.

2. EASY LESSONS, a fequel to the above, 6d.

3. ANINTRODUCTION TO THE KNOW-
LEDGE OF NATURE, and reading the Holy
Scriptures. Fourth Edition, 2s.

. FABULOU - HISTORIES ; teaching the pro=~

per Treatment of Animals. Second Edition, 2s.

. THE SERVANT’s FRIEND; an exemplary
Tale. Second Edition, gd.

. THE TWO FARMERS; anexemplary Tale.
A fequel to the above. Second Edition. gd.

. SACRED HISTORY ; feleted from the Scrip-
tures, with Annotations and Refletions, fuited
to the Comprehenfion of young minds. Dedi-
cated to Her Majelty.

This Work is on a peculiar Plan, compofed with a
View of exciting in young Minds an early Tafte

for divine Subjects ; and of furnifhing thofe, whofe

Education has been negleéted in refpect to religi-

ous Inftru&tion, with an eafy Guide to the moft

effential Branch of human® Knowledge. The
hiftorical Events, which in the Sacred Volumes
are intermixed with a Variety of other Matter,
are here colleéted, and rcgularlyfrranged; many

Paflages of the prophetic Writings, and of the

Pfams of David, are interfperfcd, and the Whole
illuftrated with Annotations at the end of every
Seion ; calculated to accuftom the Mind to
dwell with Reverence on every Portion of Scrip-
ture; to confider what general Inftru&ion each

contains, and how it may be applied to particulas

Pradtice. 6 Vols. 1l 1s. bounds
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DESCRIPTIAON OF THE PLATES

PLATE 1ft.

Scantlings
A DEFG The frame, which has In. In.
D fourlegs — mE T
E a circular rail framed into the legs near
the top, on which are placed the bob-
. binsC = — = i
F two crofs rails fraged on the heads of
the legs — —_— 2L 23
G two rails framed into the lower part of
the legs, and which are fixed to the
floor to fteady the machine iy
B HIKM The wheel, (which is 5 feet 7 in-
ches diameter) bas
11 acolumn, or axis, into whichare framed
1 twelve fpokes —— —_ 13 +F
K a circular rim, or felley, which turns
the bobbins —— sy :
M twelve braces framed from the bottom
of the column into the fpokes $ E

C the bobbins, more particularly defcribed
in plate 2d.
P holes in the circular rail, &c. to receive the dif-
taffs
Q. the handle by which the wheel is turned, and
which 15 fufpended from the ceiling, or upper part of the
room, by the cords g 4.
N8 The correfponding parts of the machine in No.
1.and No. 2. plate 1ft, are marked with the fame letterse




PLATE 2d.

Reprefents the full fize of the bobbin, which is almoft exatily
the fame as that ufed in the common fpinning-wheel; the prin-
cipal difference confifting in this, that as the bobbin of the com-
mon. {pinning-wheel is carried round by a band, the bobbins of
this machine are carried round by prefling on the upper furface
of the rim, or felley, of the large wheel deferibed in plate 1,

A therim, or felley, of the large wheel,

B the extreme end of one of the fpokes on which the rim refts, i

€ apiece of leather let into that part of the rim on which the
whirlers H of the bobbins prefs, and which is intended to
increafe their friction.

D the circular rail which is framed into the legs, and upon which
are fixed the bobbins by means of the ferews E B

F the quill, which turns round on the fpindle [ K.

G the carriers, which are fixed to the fpindle, |

H the whirler, alfo fixed to the {pindle, and which prefleson the |
leather C.

IK the fpindle, which is fupported at the end K as in the com-
mon fpinning-wheel, and at the other end runs in a hole or
focket in the lower part of the pillar L, which is fupported
by the iron plate M M.

M an iron plate which moves on the forews N as a centre,
and which is made faft to the part raifed by the wedge, by
the ferews OO; fo that, when the wedge P is drawn out,
the whirler H is raifcd above the rim of the wheel, and there-
by flopped, notwithfianding the wheel is tll kept turning,

Q_the band, which, by being made tighter or flacker, cavios
the quill F to take up the thread fafter or flower, at the

pleafure of the fpinfirefs. This band is faitened at one end

to the pin R, round which it turns, and is there fingle, From

8 it is double, and pafles through a fmall hole near one end

of the iron plate a. From thence it pafles on each fide of the

quill F, in a groove made for its reception, and is kept faft

at bottom by a fmall wire flaple 4,

T reprefents the flat fide of the wedge P, which, when pulled

out, acting upon the pin ¢, raifes the whirler off the wheel

as before deferibed. When the wedge is thruft in again,

the whirler falls upon the wheel by its own weight, and

is again carried ro Hence, by this fimple contrivance, |

any one of the bobbins may be flopped or fet a going, at the

pleafure of cach fpinftrefs, without at all interfering with
any of the others,
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