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E V E L I N A. 

LETTER I. 

Evelina to the Rev. Mr. Pillars. 

Howard Grove, May JO, 

0 UR houfe Im been enlivened to­
day by the arrival of a Londcn vi­
fitor; and the neceffity I have been 

under of concealing the unearinefs of my 
mind, has made me exert myfelf fo effec­
tually, that I even think it is really dimi~ 
nifhed; or, at leaft, my thoughts are not fo 
totally, fo very anxiouOy occupied by one 
only fubjecl:, as they lately were. 

I was firolling this morning, with Mif~ 
Mirvan, down a lane about a mile from the 
grove, when we heard the trampling of 
· A 2 horfes; 
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horfes; and, fearing the narrownefs cf the 
palfage, we were rur11ing hafl:ily back, b1:11: 
ftopped upon hearing a voice call out 
"Pray, Ladies, don't be frightened, for 
I will walk my horfe." 'Vile turned again, 
an<l then faw Sir Clement Willoughby. 
:He difmounted, an<l approaching us: with 
the reins in his hand, prefently recollected 
us. '' Good Heaven," cried he, with his 
ufual quicknds, " do I fee Mifs Anviile? 
-and you, too., Mifs Mirvan?" 

He immedia.rdy ordered ,his fervant co 
take charge of his horfi:, and chen, ad~ 
vancing to us, rook a hand of each, which 
he preffed to his lips, and faid a thoufand 
frne things concerning his good fortune. 
our improved looks, and the charms of the 
country, when inhab!~ed by fucb rural dei. 
ties. '' The town, Ladies, has langui(heJ 
fince your abfence,-or, at leaft, 1 have 
fo much languilbed myfdf, as to be ab .. 
folutely infenCible to all it had to offer, 
One refreil1ing breeze, fuch as 1 now en­
joy, awakens rne co new vigour, life, and 
fpirit. But I never before had the good 
luck to fee the country .in fuch perfec­
tion." 

'' Has not almofl: every body left town, 
Sir?·" faid Mifs Mirvan. 

" I am albarr.ed to an ( wer you, Madam­
but indeed it is as full as ever, and will 

continue 
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Continu; fa, till after the birth-tlay. How­
ever, you Ladies were fo little feen, that 
there are but few who know what it has 
loft. For my own part, I felt it too fen. 
libly, to be able to endure the place any 
longer." 

,~ Is there any body . remaining there,. 
that we were acq.uainred with ? " cried J. 

"0 yes, Ma'am." And then he named 
two or three perfons we had feen when with 
him; but he did not mention Lord Orville, 
•nd I wo'1ld not a!k him, left he. {hould 
think me curious. Perhaps, if he ftays 
~ere fame time, he may fpeak of him by 
accident. 

Hew as proceeding in this complimentary 
ftyle, when we were met by the Captain ; 
who no faoner perceived Sir Clement, than 
he haftened up to him, gave him a hearcy 
fhake of the hand, a cordial flap on the 
back, and fome other equally gentle tokens 
of fatisfaction, afTuring him of his great 
joy at his vifir, and declaring he was as 
~lad to fee him as if he had been a mef­
knger who brought news that a French 
fhip was funk. Sir Clement, on the other 
fide, expre!fed hirnfdf with equal warmth, 
and protefted he had been fo eager to pay 
his refpdl:s to Captain Mirvan, that he 
had left London in its full lulhe, and a 

A 3 thoufand 
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thot1fond engagements unanfwered, merely 
to give himfelf that pleafure. 

H We !hall have rare fport,'' faid the 
C.ipta:n, H for do you know the cir.! 
Fn:nc.:!1-woman is among us? '.Fore George, 
I h:,ve fcarce made any llfe of her yet, by 
rnfon J have had nobody with me that 
could enjoy a joke: howfornever, it Jhall 
go hard but we'll have fome diverfion now.u 

Sir Clement very much approved of the 
propofo}; and we then went into the houfe, 
where he had a very grave reception from 
Mrs. r...1irvan, who is by no means pleafed 
with his vifir, and a look of much difcon. 
tent from l\1adame Duval, who faid to me, 
in a low voice, H ]'d as foon have f~n 
Oid ~ ick as that man, for he's the mofr 
impertinenteft- pcrfon in the world, and is 
n't never of my fide." 

The Captain is now actually occupied in 
cor.tnving fome fcheme which, he fays, is 
to play the old Dowager off; and fo eager 
and delighted is he at the idea, that he can 
fcarcely con{hain his raptures fufficiently 
to conceal his defign, even from herfelt: 
l wilh, however, fince I do not dare put 
Madame Duval upon her guard, that he 
had the dt'licacy not to acquaint me with 
his imt=mion. 

LET-
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LETTER II. 

E't,•elina in continuation. 

May 13th, 

T ll E Captain's operations are begun, 
-and, I hope, ended; for indetd poor 

Madame Duval has already bm coo much 

reafon to regret Sir Clement's vifit to 

Howard Grove. 
Ydl:erday morning, during breakfaft, a,; 

the Captain was reading the news-i-apcr, 
Sir Clement fuddenly begged to lwk at 
it, faying he wanted to know if {here w.1.s 
any account of a tranfat'tion, at which he 
had been prefent the evening before his 

journey hither, concerning a poor French­
man, who had got into a !Crape which 

might coft him his life. 
The Captain demanded particulars; and 

then Sir Clement told a long ftory, of be­

ing with a party of country friends at the 
Tower, and hearing a man cry out for 
mercy in French; and that, when he en­
quired into the occafion of his diftrefs, he 
was informed, that he had been taken up 
uFn fofpicion of treafonable pracl:ices 
again~ the govtrnment. H The poor fel­
low,,, continued he, " no foom:r found 

that I fpokc French, than he bcfought me 
A4 to 
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to hear him, protelling that he had no evil 
cleligns ; that he had been but a lhort time in Enoland, and only waited the return of 
a Lady from the country, to quit it for ever,,, 

Madame Duval changed co1our, and !if. 
tened with the utmofl attention. 

"Now, though I by no meanc; approve of {o many foreigners continually flocking 
into our country," added he, addreffing 
himfelf to the Captain, " yet I could not 
help pitying the poor wretch, becaure he 
did not know enough of Engli/h to make 
his defence: however, I found it impoffible 
to allill him, for the mob would not foffer 
me to interfere. In truth, I am afraid he was but roughly handled." 

"Why, did they duck him?" faid the Captain. 
n Something of that fort," anfwered he. 

" So much the better I fa much the 
better!" cried the Captain, " an impudent 
French puppy I-I'll bet you what you will 
he was a ralcal. J only wi/h all h,s coun. 
trymen were fe :ved the fame." 

" r w1fh you h.1d been in his pL1ce, with 
all my foul I" cried Madame Duval, warm. Jy ;-u but pray, Sir, di<l n'c noboJy know 
who this poor gentkman was?" 

"Why 
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"\Vhy I did hear his name fpoke," an­

fwered Sir Clemtnt, H but I can not recol­

kcl: it." 
" It was n'c, - it was n1

t - Du Bois ? " 

ftammered out Madame Duval. 
" The vt:ry name!" anfwered he, " yes, 

Du Bois, I remember it now." 
Madame Duval's cup fell from her hand 1 

a'i fi1e repeated " Dll Bois I Monfieur Du 

Bois, did you foy ? ,, 
"Du Bois! why that's my friend,'' 

cried che Caprain, '' that's Mo,!fieur Slip• 

p,ry, i'n't it ?-Why ht's plaguy fond of 

loufing work; howfomever, l'll be fworn 

they gave him his fill of it." 
u And I'll be fworn," cried Madame 

Duval, u that you're a-but I don't believe 

nothing about it, fo you needn't be fo over­

joyed, for 1 dare fay it was no more Mon­

fieur Du Bois than I am." 
" I thought at the time," faid Sir Cle­

ment, very gravely, " that I had feen the 

gentleman bt:fore, and now l recolleet, I­
think ic was in company with you, Ma. 

dam.'' 
u With me, Sir ?" cried Madame Du• 

nl. 
" Say you fo ?" faid the Caprain," why 

then, it rnuft be he, as fure as you're 

alive !-Well but, my good friend, what 

will they do with poor Monfieur?" 
AS '.' It 
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" It is d:fficu lt to fay," anfwered Sir Clement, very thoughtfully; "but I fhould fuppofe, that if he has not good friends to appear for him, he will be in a very un~ pleafant fitu:1tion; for theft: are ferious fort of aff:-1irs. 11 

" Why, do you think they'll hang him?" demanded the Captain. 
Sir Clement !hook his head, but made no anfwer. 
Madame Duval could no longer contain J1cr agitation ; fhe ftarred from her chair, repeating, with a voice half choaked, " Hang him !-they can't,-rhey fhan'r,­let them at their peril ! - however, it's all falfe, and I won't believe a word of it;­but I'll go to town this very moment, and fee M. Du Bois myfelf;-I won't wait for nothing." 

Mrs. Mirvan begged her not to be alarm­ed ; but !he flew out of rhe room, and up frairs into her own apartment. Lady 1-Iow. ard blamed both the gentlemen for having been fa abrupt, and followed her. I would h 1Ve accornpan:ed her, bm the Captain !topped me; and, having firl1 laughed very heartily, faid he was going to read hiS commifiion to his fl1ip's company. 
"Now, do you fee," faid he, " as to Lady Howard, I lha'n't pretend for to en­Jill her into my fervice, and fo I fbaJI e'en 

leave 
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leave her to make it out as well as 01e can; 

but as co all you, I expect obedience and 

fobmiffion to orders; I am now upon a ha. 

zardous expedition, having undertaken to 

convoy a-crazy veffel to the fhore of Mor­

tification ; fa, d'ye fee, if any of you have 

any thing to propofe, that will forward ,he 

enterprize,-why fpeak and welcome; but 

if any of you, that are of my chofen crew, 

capim1ate, or enter into any treaty with 

the enemy,-! !hall look upon you as mu­

tinying, and turn you adrift,,, 
I-laving finilhed this har:ingue, which 

was interlarded with many exprdlions and 

fea-phrafcs that I cannot recollect, he gave 

Sir Clement a wink of intelligence, and kft 

us co ourfdves. 
Indeed, notwichftanding the attempts I 

fo frequently make of writing fomc of rhe 

Captain's convcrfation, I can only give 

you a faint idea of his language; for almoft 

every other word he mrers is accompanied 

by an oath, which, I am fure, would be 

as unpleafant for you to read, as for me ro 

write. And, befides, he makes ufe of a 

thoufand fea-terms, which are to me quite 

,rnintdligible. 
Poor Madame Duval fenr to c1:qui re at 

all probable places, whether n1e could be 

conveyed to town in any {b.ge- coach; but 

the Captain's fervant brou ght her for an. 
A 6 t\,er, 
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fwer, that no London ftage would pafs near 
Howard Grove till to.day. She then fent 
to order a chaife; but was foon afTured, 
that no horfes could be procured, She was. 
fo much inH.uned by theft: difappointments, 
that fhe threatened to let out for town on 
foot, and it was with difficulty that Lady 
Iloward dilfuaded her from this mad fchemc. 

The whole morning was filled up with 
thefe enquiries. But, when we were all 
affembled to dinner, !he endeavoured te> 
appear perfecl:ly unconcerned, and repeat­
edly protefted that fhe gave nor any credit 
to the report, as far as it regarded M. Du 
Rois, being very cercarn that he was not,, 
the perfon in quefiion. 

The Captain uJC:-cl the mofl provoking ef­
forts to convince her that Che deceived her~ 
felf; while Sir Clemt·nt, with more arr, 
though not lefs malice, affetted to be of 
her upinion ; bur, .it tht fame time rhac he 
pretended co relieve her uneafintfs, by fay. 
ing that he doobted not having mittakera. 
the name,. he took care to enlar~ upon the 
danger w whrch tbt: unknown gentleman was 
expofrd, and exprefiCd great concern ar his 
perilous fituation. 

Dinner was hardly removed, when a let':' 
ter was delivered to Madame Duval. The 
moment Jbc had read it, !he haftily de­

manded. 
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manded from whom it came? "A country 
boy brought ir," anfwered the fervant, 
" but he ·would not wair." 

" Run afcer him d1is infrant !" cried 
ihe, '' and be fure you bring him back, 
Mon Dieu ! quel avanture ! q«e Jerai je ?,, 

" What's the matter ? what's the mat... 
ter ?'' [aid the Captain. 

" Why nothing,-norhing's the matter. 
0 mon Dieul" 

And lhe rofe, and walked about the 
room. 

'' :Nhy, what- has Monfin1r fent to­
you ?" continued the Captain: " is that 
there letter from him ?" 

'' No,-it i'n't ;-befides, if it is, it's 
nothing to you." 

"0 then, I'm fore it is! Pray now,. 
M.adame, don't be fo clofe ; come, cell us 
all ab(juc it,-what does he fay? how did 
he relifi1 the horfe-pond ?-which did he 
find beft, fouftng Jingle or J,ub/e ?-'Fore 
George, 'twas plaguy unlucky you was not 
with him!" 

" ICs no fuch a thing, Sir," cried fhe, 
very angrily, " and if you're fo very fond 
of a horle-pond, I wifi, you'd_ put yourfolf 
into one, and not be always .1 thinking 
about other people's being forved fo." 

The man then came in, to acquaint her 
ther could not overtake the boy. She 

fcolded 
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fcolded violently, and was in fuch pertur­
bation, that Lady Howard interfered, and 
be$ged to know the caufe of her uneafi­
nels, and whether /he could affift her? 

Madame Duval caft her eyes upon the 
Captain and Sir Clement, and faid !he 
lhould be glad to fpeak to her Lady/hip, 
wichou~ fo many witneifes. 

",vell, then, Mifs Anville," faid the 
Captain, turning to me, " do you and 
Molly go into another room, and {lay there 
till Mrs. Duval has opened her mind to us.u 

" So you may think, Sir," cried fhe, 
" bllt who's fool then ? no, no, you need 
n'c trouble yourfelf to make a ninny of me, 
neither, for I'm not fo eaGly taken in, I'll 
.:i1fore you." 

Lady Howlrd then invited her into the 
dreffing.room, and I was de-fired to attend 
her. 

As foon as we had fhut the door, " 0 
my Lady," exclaimed Madame Duval, 
" here's the moll: cruelldt thing in the 
,world has happened !-But that Captain is 
fuch a bea(t, I can't fay nothing before 
him,-but it's all true! poor M. Du Bois 
is tocked up!" 

Lady Howard begged her to be cam. 
farted, faying that, as M, Du Bois was cer­

tainly 
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tainly innocent, there could be no doubt 
of his ability to clear himfelf. 

'' To be fure, my Lady," anfwered fhe, 
" I know he is innocent; and to be fure 
they'll never be fo wicked as to hang him 
for nothing?" 

" Certainly not," replied Lady How­
ard; " you have no reafon to be uneafy: 
This is not a country where punifhment is 
inflicted without proof." 

"Very true, my Lady; but the wor!l:: 
thing is this ; I cannot bear that that fel­
low, the Captain, thould know about it; 
for if he does, I tha'n't never hear the 
laft of it ;-no more won't poor M. Du 
Bois." 

" Well, well," faid Lady Howard,' 
" fhew me the letter, and I will endea­
vour to advife you." 

The letter was then produced. It was 
figned by the clerk of a country juftice ; 

- who acquainted her, that a prifoner, then 
upon trial for fufpicion of treafonable prac­
tices againft the government, was juft upon 
the point of being committed to jail, but 
having declared that he was known to her, 
this clerk had been prevailed upon to write, 
in order to enquire if !he really could fpeak 
to the character and family of a Frenchman 
who called hi"mfelf Pierre Du Bois, 

When 
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\Vhen I heard the letter, I was quite 

amazed at its fuccefs . So improbable did 
it fcem, that a foreigner fhould be taken 
before a country ju{ticc of pe.ice, for a 
crime of fo dangerous a na£ure, that I can­
not imagine how Madame Duval could be 
alarmed, even for a moment. But, with 
all her violence of temper, I fee that fhe 
is eafily frightened, and, in fact, more ~ow­
ardly than many who have not half her 
fpirit; and fo little does fhe rl'flecl: upon 
t;ircumftances, or probability, that Ihe is 
continually the dupe of her owr.-I ought 
not to fay ignorance, but ye, l can i.hink 
of no other word. 

I believe that Lady I--foward, from the 
beginning of the tranfaCbon, ful"pecled fome 
c:on1rivance of the Caprain, and rhi~ letter, 
I am fure, mufr confirm her fofpicion: 
however, though !he is not at all plea fee.I 
with his frolick, yet (he would not hazard 
the confequence of difcovering his de­
figns : ht-r looks, her manner, and her cha­
ratl:er, made me draw this conclufion from 
her apparent perplexity ; for not a-word did 
Jhe fay, that implied any doubt of the au. 
chencicicy of the Iem::r, Indeed there fi.::ems 
to be a fore of tacit agreement between 
her and the Captain, that /he fhould not 
appear to be acquainted with his fchemes; 

by 
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by which means !he at once avoids quar­
rels, and fupports her dignity. 

"While !he was confidering what to pro­
pofe, Madame Duval begged to have the 
ufe of her Ladyfuip's chariot, that Jhe 
might go immediately to the affiftance of 
her friend. Lady Howard politely a!fured 
her, that it Jhould be extremely at her fer­
vice; and then Madame Duval befought 
her not to own to the Captain what had 
happened, protefting that ffie could not 
endure he Jhould know poor M. Du Bois 
had met with fo unfortunate an accident. 
Lady Howard could not help fmiling, 
though Jhe readily promifed not to inform 
the Captain of the affair. As co me, fhe 
defired my attendance; which I was by no 
means rejoiced at, as I was certain fhe was 
going upon a fruitlefs errand. 

I was then commiffioned to order the 
chariot. 

At the foot of the ftairs I met the Cap­
tain, who was mofl: impatiently waiting the 
rcfult of the conference. In an inftant we 
were joined by Sir Clement. A thoufand 
enquiries were then made concerning Ma­
d.m1e Duval's opinion of the letter, and her 
intentions upon it: and when I would have 
left them Sir Clement, pretending equal 
e-agernefs with the Captain, caught · n,y 
hand, and repeatedly detained me, to a!k 

fome 
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fome frivolous qLJefl-ion, to the :1nfwer of 
which he muft be totally indiA-erent. At length, however, I broke from them; tht:y 
retired inro the parlour, and I e:i:ecuted my commiffion. 

The carriage was foon ready, and Ma­
dame Duval, having begged Lady Hownrt! 
to fay file was not well, ftole foftly down 
ftairs, defiring me to follow her. The cha­
riot was ordered at the garden-door; an<l 
when we were feated, !he told the man, ac­
cording to the clerk's direct:iom, to Urive to 
Mr. Jultice Tyrell's, a/king, at the fame time, how many miles off he lived? 

I expected he woilld have anfwered that he knew of no fucl1 pcrfun ; but, to my 
great furprife, he faid, "Why 'Squire Ty. 
rell lives about nine miles beyond the park." 

" Drive faft, then, n cried fhe, cc and you fha'n't be no worfe for it." 
During our ride, which was extremely 

tedious, ihe tormented herfrlf with a thou. 
fand fears for M. Du Bois's fafety ; and piqued herfe!f very much upon having 
cfcaped unfeen by the Captain, not only 
that !he avoided his triumph, bm becaufe 
fhe knew him to be fo mt1ch M . Du Bois's 
enemy, that fl1e was fme he would preju­<lice the J uftice again It J1im, and endea­
vour to take away his life. For my part, 

l was 
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I was quite afhamed of being engaged in 
fo ri~iculous an affair, and could only 

think of the abfurd appearance we fhould 

make upon our arrival at Mr. TyreH's. 
\.Vhen we had been ollt near cwo hours, 

and expeaed every moment to !top at the 

place of our de/1:ination, I obferved that 
Lady Howard's fervant, who attended us 

on horfeback, rode on forward till he was 

out of fight, and foon after returnin~, 
came up to tbe chariot window, and deh• 

vering a note to Madame Duval, faid he 

had met a boy, who was ju/1: coming with 

it to Howard Grove, from the Clerk of 

Mr. Tyrell. 
While lhe was reading it, he rode round 

to the other window, and, making a fign 

for fecrecy, put into my hand a nip of 
paper, on which was written, " Whatever 

happens, be noc alarmed,-for you are fafe, 

-though you endanger all makind !" 
I readily imagined that Sir Clement mufl: 

be the author of this note, which prepared 
me to expea fome difagreeable adventure: 

but I had no time to ponder upon it, for 
Madame Duval had no fooner read her 

own letter, than, in an angry tone of voice, 

!he exclaimed, " \Vhy now what a thing 

is this! here we're come all this way for 

nothing!" She 
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She then gave me the note, which JO­formed her, that flite need not trouble her­felf to go to Mr. Tyrell's, as the prifoner had had the addrefs to efcape. I congra­tulated her upon this fortunate incident; but ll1e was fo much concerned at having rode fo far in vain, that fhe fcemed lets pleafed than provoked. However, lhe or­dered the man to make what hafte he could home, as the hoped, at leafi, ro return be­fore the Captain Jhould fufpect what had pa/fed. 

The carriage turned about, and we jour­neyed fo quietly for near an hour, that 1 be­gan to flatter myfdf we thould be fuffrred to proceed to Howard Grove without further molefration, when, fuddenly, the footman called out, H John, are we going right?" " Why I a'n'c fure," faid the coachman, "but Pm afraid we turned wrong." " v\7hat do you mean by that, Sirrah ?" faid Madame Duval, " why if you lofe your way, we fl1all be all jn the dark." . " I think we fhould turn to the left," faid the footman. 
" To the left !" anfwered the other, " No, no, J'm partly fure we fhould turn to the righr." 

" You had better make fome enquiry, 0 faid I. 

"M,, 
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" Ma Joi," crie·d Madame Duval, 
~' we're in a fine hole, here !-they neither 
of them know no more than the poft. 
However, I'll tell my Lady, as Cure as 
you're born, fo you'd better find the way!" 

"Let's try this lane," faid the footman. 
" No," faid the coachman, '' that's the 

road to Canterbury; we had befl: go ftraighc 
on." 

" Why that's the direct London road," 
recurnc::d the footman, H aild will lead us 
twenty miles about." 

"Pardie," cried Madame Duval, '~ why 
they won't go one way nor t'other ! and, 
now we're come all this jaunt for nothino, 
I fuppofe we fha'n'c gc:,: home to-night !u 

0 

'" Let's go back lJ the public-houfr," 
faid the footman, 4

' and afk for a ~uide." 
"No, no," faid the other, " it we ftay 

here a few minutes, fomebody or other will 
pafs by; and the horfes are almort knocked 
up already." 

"Well, I proteft/' cried Madame Du­
val, " I'd give a guinea to fee them fots 
both horfe-whipped ! As Cure as I'm alive, 
they're drunk ! Ten to one but they'll 
overturn us next!" 

After much debating, they, at length, 
agreed co go on, till we came co fome inn, 
or met with a paffen·ger who could direct 
:us, We foon arrived at a fmall farm-houf(",,, 

anl:-~ 
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and the footman alighted, and went in­to it. 

In a few minutes he returned, and told 
us we might proceed, for that he had pro­
cured a direction : " Bur," added he, 
" it feems there are Come thieves here­
abouts ; and fa the beft way will be for 
you to Jeave your watches and purfes with 
t he farmer, who I know very well, and who 
is an honefi man, and a tenam of my Lady's." 

"Thieves !" cried Madame Duval, look­
ing aghaft, "the Lord help us !-I've no 
doubt but we !hall be all murdered I" 

The farmer came co us, and we gave 
him all we were worth, and the fervants 
followed our example. We then proceeded, 
and Madame Duval's anger fo entirely fob­
fided, that in the mildeft: manner imagina­
ble, fhe entreated them to make ha!te, and 
promifeJ to tell their Lady how diligent and 
obliging they had been. She perpetually 
flopped them, re aJk ,f they apprehended 
any danger, and was, at length, fa much 
overpowered by her fears, that {he made 
the footman fallen his horfe to the back of 
the carriage, and [hen come and feat himfeJf 
within it. My endeavours to encourage 
her were fruitltfs ; fhe fat in tht middle, 
held the man by the arm, and protefted 
that if he did but fave her Jifr, Jhe would 

make 
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make his fortune. Her uneaCTnefs gave 
me much concern, and it was with the 
utmoft difficulty I forbore to acquaint her 
that fhe was impofed upon ; but the mu­
tual fear of the Captain's refentment to 
me, and of her own to him, neither of 
which would have any moderation, deter­
red me. As to the footman, he was evi­
dently in torture from reftraining his laugh­
ter, and I obferved that he was frequently 
obliged to make mofl: horrid grimaces, 
from pretended fear, in order to conceal his 
riCTbility. · 

Very foon after, " The robbers are 
coming!" cried the coachman. 

The footman opened the door, and 
jumped om of the chariot. 

Madame Dt1val gave a loud fcream. 
1 could no longer preferve my filence: 

" For I-leaven's fake, my dear Madam," 
faid I, " don't be alarmed,-you are in no 
danger-you are quite fafe,-there is no­
thing but-" 

Here the chariot was ftopped by two 
n1en in rnafks, who, at each fide, put in 
their hands, as if for our purfes. Madame 
Duval funk to rhe bottom of the chariot, 
and implored their mercy. I fhrieked in­
voluntarily, alt~ouo-h prepared for the at­
tack: one of them held me faft, while the 

other 

3 
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other tore poor Madame Duval out of the 
carriage, in fpite of her cries, threats, and 
rcfiftance. 

I was really frightened, and trembled 
exceedingly. " My angel I" cried the man 
who held me, " you cannot furely be 
alarmed,-do you not know me ?-I /hall 
hold myfelf in eternal abhorrence, if I have 
really terrified you.n 

" Indeed, Sir Clement, you have," 
cried I,-" but, for Heaven's fake, where 
is Madame Duval ?-why is lhe forced 
away?" · 

" She is perfectly f,fe; the Captain ha, 
her in charge: but fuftt:r me now, my 
adored MilS Anvilll~, to rnke the only op­
portunity thar is allowed me, to 1f)rak upon 
anotht:r, a much dearer, much fweeter Jub. 
jeer." 

And then he ha/bly came into the cha­
rier, and feared h11111e1f next co me. I 
would fain have dilengaged mylelf from 
him, bur he would not let me. '' Deny 
me not, moll charming of women," cried 
he, "deny me not this only momen t that 
is lent me, to pour forth my foul into your 
gentle ears,-rn tell you how much I fuf­
fer from your abfence,-how much I dread 
your difpleafure,-and how cruelly I am 
affected by your coldnefs ! " 

7 "0 Sir, 
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·~, 0 Sir, this is no time for foch lan­
guage,-pray leave me, pray go ro .the 
relief of Madame Duval,-I cannot b::ar 
that fhe fhould be treated with fuch indig­
nity." 

" And will you,-can you command my 
abfence /-When may I fpeak to you, if not 
now? - does the Captain fuffer me to 
breathe a moment out of his fight ?-and 
are not a thoufand impertinent people for 
ever at your elbow ?" 

"Indeed, Sir Clement, you muft change 
your fty le, or 1 wit! not hear you. The 
imperlinent people you mean, are among my 
beft friends, and you would not, if you 
really wifhed me well, fpeak of them fo 
difrefpettfully." 

" Wifh you well ! - 0 Mifs Anville, 
point but out to me how, in what man­
ner I may convince you of the fervour of 
my paffion,-tell me but whatfervices you 
will accept from me, - and you !hall find 
my life, my fortune, my whole foul at your 
devotion." 

" I want nothing, Sir, that you can of­
fer ;-I beg you not to talk to me fo- fo 
ftrangely. Pray leave me, and pray affure 
yourfelf, you cannot take any method fo 
fuccefslefs to fhew any regard for me, as 
t·ntering into fchemes fo frightful to Ma-

y OL. II. B dame 
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dame Duval, and fo difagreeable to my­
felf." 

" The fcheme was the Captain's ; I even 
oppofed it: though, I own, I could not 
refufe myfelf the fo long wilhed for hap­
pinefs of fpeaking to you once more, 
without fo many of-your friends to watch 
me. And I had flattered myfelf, that the 
note I charged the footman co give you 
would have prevented the alarm you have 
received." 

"Well, Sir, you have now, I hope, faid 
enough; and if you will not go yourfelf 
to fee for Madame Duval, at leaO: fuffer me 
to enquire what is become of her." 

"And when may I fpeak co you again?" 
"No matter when,-I don't know,­

perhaps-" 
" Perhaps what, my angel?" 
" Perhaps never, Sir,-if you torment 

me thus." 
" Never! 0 Mifs Anville, how cruel,. 

how piercing to my foul is that icy word ! 
-Indeed, I cannot endure fuch difplea­
fure." 

" Then, Sir, you mufr 11ot provoke it. 
Pray leave me directly." 

H I will, Madam : but let me, at leaft, 
make a merit of my obedicnce,-Jllow me 
10 hope that you will, in future, be lefs 

3 .verfe 
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•verfe to trull:ing yourfelf for a few mo­
ments alone with me." 

I was furprifed at the freedom of this 
requell:; bur, while I hefitated how to an­
fwer it, the other mafk came up to the 
chariot-door, and, in a voice almoft: ftifled 
with laughter, faid, " I've cfone for her'! 
- the old buck is fafe ; - but we mull: 
fheer of directly, or we !hall be all a­
ground." 

Sir Clement inll:antly left me, mounted 
his horfe, and rode off, The Captain, hav­
ing given fome directions to the fervants, 
followed him, 

I was both uneafy and impatient to know 
the fate of Mac.Jame Duval, and imme­
diately got out of the chariot to feek her. 
I defired the footman to !hew me which 
way ilie was gone; he pointed with his fin. 
ger, by way of anfwer, and I faw that he 
dared not tru!t his voice to make any other. 
I walked on, a very quick pace, and foon, 
to my great confternation, perceived th_e 
poor lady, feated upricrht in a ditch, I flew 
to her, with unfeigned concern at her fitu­
ation. She was fobbing, nay, almoft roar­
ing, and in the utmo!l: agony of rage and 
terror. As foon as fl1e faw me, fhc redou­
bled her cries, bt1t her voice was fo broken, 
I could not underll:and a word fi1e faid. I 
was fo rnuc_h fhocked, that it was with 

B 2 difficulty 
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.difficulty I forbore ~xclaimi~g ~gainft the 
<:ruelty of the Captain, for thus wantonly 
ill-treating her; and 1 CQU Id not forgive 
myfelf for having paffiwely fuifered tbe de­
ception. 1 ufed my utmofl: endeavours tQ 

comfort her~ a:ffuring her of our prefent 
{afery, and begging hc.r to rife, and r_eturo 
10 the c'hariot. 

Almoll burftinf$ with paffion, the pointed 
to her feet, and with frightful violence, lhe 
actually beat ,the ground wjth her hands. 

I then faw, that heT feet wer.e tied toge .. 
ther with a ftrong rope, -which was faftened 
to the upper bran.eh of a tree, even with an 
hedge which ran along the ditch where Che 
fat. I endeavoured to untie the knot., but 
foon found it was infinitely beyond my 
ftrength, I was, therefore, obliged to ap• 
ply to the footman ; but being very un. 
willing to add to bis mirth, by the light of 
Madame Duval's fituation, I defired him 
to lend me a knife• I .returned with it, 
and c,ut the r.epc. Her feet were foon dif­
cntangled, and then, thou~h wjch great 
difficulty, l affifted aer to nfe. But what 
was my aftonifumem, when, the moment 
jhe was up, fhe bit me a violent f)ap on ·,he 
face! I retre_ated from her with precipira­
tion and dread, and fhe then loaded me with 
reproaches, whicfii, though almoft unintel­
Jigible, convinced me that lhe imagined 

l had 
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1 had voluntarily deferted her; • but l&,­
feemed not to have the Oightdl: fufpidon 

that fue had not been attacked by real 

robbers. 
I was fo much furprifed and confounded 

at the blow, that, for fome time, I fuff«ed 
her to rave without making any anfwer;, 
but her extreme agitation, and real fuffer­

ing, Coon difpellc:d' my anger, which all 
turned into compailion. I ,_hen, told her, 
that I had been, forcibly detatned from fol­

lowing her, and alfured her of my real for• 

row at her ill ufage. · 
She began to- be fomawhac appeafed ; 

and l again entreated her to return to the 

carriage,. or give me leave ro order that it 
lhoukf draw up to the place where we 
ftood. She made no anfwer, t,lfI told her, 

that the l'onger we- remafoed- !\ill, the 
greater would be the clanger of our ride 
home, Struck with this hint, O,e fud­

denly, and witft hafty fteps, moved for­

ward. 
Her dreCs was in fuch diforder, that I 

was quite forry to have her figure expofed 
to the fervants, who all of them, in imita­
tion of their mafler, hold her in derifion: 
however, the difgrace was unavoidable. 

The ditch, happily, was almoft quite 
dry or lhe muft have fuffered ftill more 
kriouny ; yet, fo forlorn, fo miferable a 

B 3 figurr, 
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fioure, I never before faw. Her head. 
d~efs had fallen off; her linen was torn ; 
her negligee had not a pin left in it; her 
petticoats Jhe was obliged to hold on; and 
her thces were perpetually flipping off. 
She was covered with dirt, weeds, and filth, 
and her face was really horrible, for the 
pornatllm and powder from her head, and 
che dull from the road, were quite pajltd on 
hcrfkin by her tears, which, with her rottgt, 
made fo frightful a mixture, that Jhe hard­
ly looked human. 

The fervants were ready to die with 
laughter, the moment they faw her ; but 
not all my remonftrances could prevail 
upon her to gee into the carriage, till fhe 
liad moll: vehemently reproached them 
both, for not refcuing her. The footman, 
fixing his eyes on the ground, as if fear .. 
ful of 2gain crofting himfo!f rn look at her, 
protell:ed that the robbers had vowed they 
would fhoot him, if he moved an inch, 
and that one of them had ll:ayed to watch 
the chariot, while the other carried her off; 
adding, that the reafon of their behaving 
fo barbarouOy, was to revenae our having 
fecun~d our purfes. Notwithftanding her 
anger, fhe gave immediate credit to what 
he faid, and really imagined that her want 
of money had irritated the pretended rob­
bers to treat her with fuch cruelty. I de-

termined, 
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termined, therefore, to be carefully upon 
my nuard, not to betray the irnpofition, 
which could now anfwer no other purpofe, 
than occafioning an irreparable breach be­
tween her and the Captain. 

J uft as we were feated in the chariot, fhe 
difcovered the lofs which her head had fuf­
t:iined, and c:11led out," My God! what is 
becomed of my hair ?-why the villain has 
ftolc: all my curls!" 

She then ordered the man to run and fee 
if he could find any of them in the ditch. 
He went, and prefently returning, pro. 
duced a great quantity of ha:r, in fuch a 
naftycondition, that I was amazed !he would 
take it; and the man, as he ddivered it to 
her, found it impoITTble to keep his coun­
tenance; which !he no fooner obferved, 
than all her ft:ormy pafiions were again 
raifed. She flung the battered curls in his 
face, faying, " Sirrah, what do you grin 
for? I wifh you'd been ferv'd fo yourfelf, 
and you would n't have found it no fuch 
joke: you are the impudentell: fellow ever 
1 fee, and if I find you dare grin at me any 
more, I fhall make no ceremony of boxing 
your ears." . 

Satisfied witl1 the threat, the man haftily 
retired, and we drove on. 

Her anger now fobfiding into grief, !he 
began moll: forrowfully to lament her cafe. 

B 4 " I be-
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" I believe," lhe cried, "never nobody 
was fo unlucky as I am I and fo here, be­
caufe I ha'nr had misfortunes enough al­
ready, that puppy has made me lofe my 
curls,!-Why, 1 can't fee nobody without 
them :-only look at me,-1 was never fo 
bad off in my life before. P4rdi, if I'd 
know'd as much, Pd have brought two or. 
three fees with me: but I'd never a thought 
of fuch a thing as this." 

Finding her now fomewhat pacified, I 
ventured to afk an account of her adven­
ture, which 1 will endeavour to write in heI! own words. 

"Why, child, all this misfor:tune comes 
of that puppy's making us leave our money 
behind us; for as foon as the robber fee 
I did not put nothing in his hands, he 
lugged me out of the chariot by main 
force, and I verily thought he'd have mur­
dered me, He was as flrong as a lion; 1 
was no more in his hands than a chiJd. 
But I believe never nobody was fo abufed 
before, for he dragged rue down che road~ 
rulling and hawling me all the way, as if 
I'd no more ft:elins; than a hod~. I'm fure 
I wifh I could lee that man cut up and 
quartered alive! however~ he'll come to 
the gallows, that's one good thin$· So, as 
foon as we'd got out of fight .of the cha­
riot,-though he needn't have been afraid~ 

for 



EVELIN A. 33 

for if he'd beat me to a mummy, tho(e 
cowardly fellows would n't have faid no­
thing to it.-So, when I was got there, 
what ·does he do, but all of a fudden, he 
takes me by both the lhoulders, and he 
gives me fuch a !hake 1-Mon Dieu ! l 
:fhall never forget it, if I live to be an hun­
dred. I'm fure I dare fay !'1J1 out of joint 
all over. And, though I made as much 
noife as ever I could, he took no more 
notice of it than nothing at all, but there 
he naod, fb.aking me in that manner, as if 
he was doing it for a wager. I'm detett­
rnined, if it cofts me all my fortune, l'll jee 
that villain hanged. He 01all be found 
out, if there's e'er a juftice in England. So 
when he had !hook me till he was tired. 
and I felt all over like a jelly, without fay­
ing never a word, he takes and pops me 
into the ditch! I'm fore I thought he'd 
have murdered me, as much as I ever 
thought any thing in my life, for he kept 
bumping me about, as if he thought no­
thing too bad for me. However, I'm rc:­
folved I'll never leave my pur(e b<hind me 
again, the longeft day I have co live. So 
when he couldn't fiand over me no longer,, 
he holds out his hands again for my mo­
ney; but he was as cunning as could be,, 
tor he would n't fpeak a word, becaule I 
fhould n't fwear to his voice; however. 

ll 5 that 
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that fha'nt fave him, for I'll fwear to him 
any day in the year, if I can but catch 
him. So, when I told him I had no mo­
ney, he fell to jerking me again, ju{t as if 
he had but that moment begrn1 ! And, 
after that, l1e goc me clofe by a tree, and 
out of his pocket he pulls a great cord !­
It's a wonder I did not fwoon away, for as 
fore as you're alive, he was going to hang 
me to that tree. I fcreamed like any thing 
mad, and told him if he would but fpare 
my life, l'd never profecute him, nor cell 
nobody what he'd done to me: fo he fl:ood 
fame time, quite in a brown tl:udy, a-think• 
ing what he fhould do. And fo, after 
that, he forced me to fit down in the ditch, 
and he tied my feet together, juft as you 
fee them, and then, as if he had not done 
enough, he twitched off my cap, and, 
without faying nothing, ~ot on his horfe, 
and left me in that condiuon, thinking, I 
fuppofe, chat I might lie there and pe­rifh." 

Though this narrative almofl: compelled 
me to laugh, yet I was really irritated with 
the Captain, for carrying his Jove of tor­
menting,-.Jpor,, he calls it,-to fuch bar­
barous and unjuftifiable extremes. I con­
foled and foothcd her as well as I was able, 
and told her that, fince M. Du Bois had 

clcaped, 
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efcaped, I hoped when fhe recovered from 
her frigh t, all would end well. 

" Fright, child !" repeated fhe, " why 
that's not half ;-I promife you, I wifh it 
was ; but here I'm bruifed from top to roe, 
and it's well if ever I have the right ufe of 
my limbs again However, I'm glad the 
villain got nothing but his trouble for his 
pains. But here the worll is to come, for 
I can't go out, becaufe I've got no curl~,and 
fo he'll be efcaped, before I can get to the 
Jull;ice to ll;op him. I'm refolveJ I'll tell 
Lady Floward how her man Jervcd me, for 
if he had n't made me fling 'em away, I 
dare fay I could have pinned them up well 
enough for the country." 

" Perhaps Lady HowJrd may be able 
to lend you a cap that will wear without 
them." 

" Lady Howard, indeed! why, do you 
think l'd wc:ar one of her dowdies ? No, 
I'll promife you, I fha'n't put on no fuch 
difguifement. It's the unluck,e(l; thing in 
the world that I did not make the man 
pick up the curls again ; buc he put me 
in fuch a paffion, I could not think of no­
thing. ] know I can't ge,t none at IIowarcl 
Grove for love nor moner, for of all the 
ftupid places ever I fee, that Howard 
Grove is the worft; there's never no g('t­
ting nothing om: WJnts." 

B 6 This 
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This fort of converfation Jailed till we 

arrived at our journey's end ; and then, a 
new diftrefs occurred; Madame Dllval was 
eager to fpeak to Lady Howard and Mrs. 
Mirvan, and to rdate her misfortunes, but 
lhe could not endure that Sir Clement or 
the Captain lhould fee her in fuch diforder, 
for fhe faid they were fo ill-natured, that 
inllead of pitying her, they would only 
make a jeft of her di fallers. She therefore 
fenc me firll into the houfe, to wait for an. 
opportunity of their being out of the way, 
that /he mi&ht Ilea! up lbirs unobferved. 
]n chts I lucceeded, as the gentlemen 
thought it moft prudent not to feem watch­
ing for her; thoug ~ 1ht y b~ch contrived to 
divert thtmfelves with pet"prng at her as fl1e paffrd. 

She went immediately to be<l, where !he 
had her fupper. Lady Howard and Mrs. 
Mirvan both of tht:m very kindly fat with 
hc.-r, and liflened to her tale wilh compaf­
fionate acrention; while Mifs Mirvan and I 
retired to our own room, where I was very 
glad to end the troubles of the day in a 
comfortable converfation. 

The Captain's raptures, during fupprr, 
at the li.Jcce[s of his plan, were boundleJS. 
I fpok(.', afterwards, to Mrs. Mir'van, with 
the ortnnefs which her kindnefs encou­
rages, and begged her to remonftrate with 

1 him 



EVELIN A: 17 

him upon the cruelty of tormenting Ma­
dame Duval fo caufelefsly. She promifed 
to take the firfl: opportunity of fl:arting the 
fubjcct, but faid he was, at prelenr, fo 
much elated that he would not lifl:en to her 
with any patience. However, fhould he 
make any new efforts to moleili her, I can 
by no means confent to be paffiv<. Had 1 
imagined he would have been fo violent, 
I would have rifked his anger in her defence 
much fooner. 

She has kept her bed all day, and declares 
O,e is almofl: bruifed to death. 

Adieu, dear Sir. What a long lettel' 
have I written ! I could almofl: fancy 1 fent 
,c you from London ! 
i 

LETTER III. 

Evelina in continuation. 

Howard Grove, May 15th, 

T HIS infatiable Captain, if left to 
himfdf, would nor, I believe, refr 

till he had tormented Madame Duval inro 
a frver, He feems co have no delight but 
in terrifying or provoking her, and all his 
thoughts apparemly turn upon inventing 

fuch 



38 EVELIN A,' 

fuch methods as may do it mofl: effec; 
tually. 

She had her breakfafl: again in bed yell:e.-­
day morning; but during ours, the Cap­
tain, with a very fignificanc look at Sir 
Clement, gave us to underftand, that he 
thought Jhe had now refted long enough to 
bear the hardlhips of a frelh campaign. 

His meaning was obvious, and, there­
fore, I refolved to endeavour immediately 
to put a ftop to his intended exploits. 
When breakfaft was over, I followed Mrs. 
Mirvan out of the parlour, and begged her 
to lofe no time in pleading the caufe of 
Madame Duval with the Captain. " My 
love," anfwered fi1e 1 " I have already ex. 
pofl:ulated with him; but all I can fay is 
fruiclefs, while his favourite Sir Clement 
contrives to urge him on." 

" Then I will go and fpeak to Sir Cle­
ment," faid I, " for I know he will ddift, 
jf I requeft him." 

" Have a care, my dear!" faid fhe, 
fmiling, " it is fometimes dangerous co 
make requefts ro men, who are too delirous 
of receiving them." 

u Well then, my dear Madam, will you 
giv.e me leave to fpeak myfe!f to the Cap­
tain?" 

"Willingly; nay, I will accompany you 
to him.'~ 

I thanked 
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I thanked her, and we went to feek him, 
He was walking in the garden with Sir 
Clement. Mrs. Mirvan moft obligingly 
made an opening for my purpofe, by fay. 
ing, " Mr. Mirvan, I have brought a peti­
tioner with me." 

"Why what's the matter now ?" cried he. 
I was fearful of making him angry, and 

ftamrnered very much, when I told him, I 
hoped he had no new plan for alarming 
Madame Duval. 

" New plan!" cried he, " why, you 
don't fuppofe the old one would do again, 
do you ? Not but what it was a very good 
one, only I doubt Jhe would n'r bite." 

" Indeed, Sir/' faid I, " !he has al­
ready fuffered too much, and I hope you 
will pardon me, if I cake the liberty of cell­
ing you, that I think it my duty to do all 
in my power to prevent her being again fo 
much terrified." 

A fullen gloominefs inftant!y clouded his 
face, and, turning !hort from me, he faid, 
I might do as I pleafed, but that I Jhould 
much fooner repent than repair my offi­
cioufnefs. 

I was too much difconcerted at this 
rebuff, to attempt making any anfwcr, and, 
finding that Sir Clement warmly efpouferl 
my caufe, I walked away, and left them to 
difcufs the point together. 

Mrs. Mirvan, who never fpeaks co the 
Captain 
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Captain when he is out of humour, was glad 
to follow me, and with her ufual fweetnefo, 
made a thoufand apologies for her huf­
band's ill-manners. 

When I left her, I went to Madame Du­
val, who was juft rifen, and employed in 
examining the clothes fhe had on the day of 
J1er ill ufag~. 

" Here's a fight I" cried fhe. " Come 
here, child,-only look-Pardi, fo long 
as I've lived, I never fee fo much before ! 
Why, all my things are fpoilt, and, what's 
worfe1 my facque was as good as new. 
Here's the fecond negligee l've had ufed in 
this manner !-I am fure I was a fool to 
put ic on, in fuch a Jone fame place as this; 
however, if I flay here thefe ten years, I'll 
never pm on anocl}er good gown, that I'm 
refolved." 

" Will you let the maid try if fhe can 
iron it out, or clean it, Ma'am ? 

" No, fhe'll only make bad worfe.­
But Jock here, now, here's a cloak ! Mon 
Dieu ! why, it looks like a difh-clout ! Of 
all the unluckineffes that ever I met, this 
is the worft ! for, do you knm~, I bought it 
but the day before I left Pans ?-Befides, 
into the bargain, my cap's quite gone; 
where the villain twitched it, ] don't know, 
but I never fee no more of ir, from that 
time ro this. Now you mufr know this 
was the becomingell: cap I had in the 

world, 
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world, for I've never another with pink 
ribbon in it; and, to tell you the truth, if 
I had n't thought to have feen M . Du Bois, 
l'<l no more have put it on than I'd have 
flown;. for as co what one wears in. fuch a 
fiupid place as this, it fignili,s no more 
than nothing at all." 

She then told me, that lhe had bee11 
thinking all night of a contrivance to hln~ 
der the Captain from finding out her lofs of 
curls; which was, having a large gauze 
handkerchief pinned on her head as a hood, 
and faying !he had the tooth-ach. 

" To tell you the truth," added fhe, 
" I believe that Captain is one of the worfl; 
men in the world I he's aJways making a 
joke of me; and as to his being .. gentle­
man, he has no more manners than a bear, 
for he's always upon the grin 'when one's in 
diftrefs; and, I declare, I'd rather be done 
any thing to than laugh'd ar. for, to. mJ! 
mind, it's one or other the difagreeableft 
thing in the world." 

Mrs. Mirvan, I found, had been en~ 
deavouring to diffuade her from the de­
fign Jhe had formed, of having recourfe 
to the law, in order co find ouc the fup. 
pofcd robbers; for fhe dreads a d1(covery 
of the Captain,. during Madame Duval's 
f\:ay at Howard Grove, as it could not 
fail being productive of infinite commo-

tion. 
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tion. She has, therefore, taken great, pains 
to fhew the inutility of applying co juftice, 
unlefs lhe were more able to defcribe the 
offenders again!l: whom fhe would appear, 
and has affured her, that as 01e neither 
heard their voices, nor faw their faces, fhe 
cannot poffibly fwear to thtir perfons, or 
obtain any redrefs, 

M adame DLlvnl, in celling me this, ex­
tremoly lart)cnted her hnrd fate, that lhe 
was thus prevented from revenging her 
injuries; which, however, {he vowed Jhe 
would not be perfuaded to poc*tt tamtly, 
"becaufe," ndded fhe, "ff fuch villains as 
thefe are let co have thett own way, and 
nobody takes no notil:e CJf their impudence, 
they'H make no more ado than nothing at 
all of tying people in ditches, and fuch 
things as that : however, I lhall confult 
with M. Du Bois, as foon as I can frrret 
Out where he's hid h'im(elf. I'm fore I've 
a right to his advice, for it's all along of 
his gaping about at the Tower that I've 
met with thefe misfortunes." 

"M.Du Bois," faicl I," will, I am fure, 
be very forry when he hears what has hap-
pened." · 

'' And what good will that do now ?­
that ,von1

t un(poil all my clothes ; I can 
tell him, I a'n't much obliged to him, 
though it's no fault of his ;-yet it i'n't 

the 
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the lefs provokinger for that. I'm fure, if 
he had been there, to have feen me ferved 
in that manner, and put neck and heels into 
a ditch, he'd no more have thought it was 
me, than the P ope of Rome. I'll promife 
you, whatever you may think of it, I fha'n't 
have no reft, night nor day, till I find out 
that rogue." 

" I have no doubt, Madam; but you 
will foon difcover him." 

" (Pardi, if I do I'll hang him, as fore 
as fate !-but whaL's the oddeft, is, that he 
lhould take fuch a fpecial fpite againft me, 
above all the reft ! it was as much for rlo­
thing, as could be, for I don't know what 
I had done, fo particular bad, ro be ufed 
in that manner: I'm fore, I hadn't given 
him no offence, as I know of, for I never 
fee his face all the time; ~nd as to [cream­
ing a little, I think it's very hard if one 
muft n't do fuch a thing as that, when one's 
put in fear of one's life." 

Dorin~ this converfation, fhe endeavour­
ed to ad.1uft her head-dri:fs, but could not 
at all pleafe herfelf. Indeed, had I not 
been prc:fent, I fhould have thought it im­
poffible for a woman at her time of life to 
be fo very difficult in regard to drefs. What 
fhe may have in vi_ew, I cannot irnagin~, but 
the labom of the toilme feems the chief 
bufinefs of her life. 

When 



4f EVELIN k, 

When !left her, in my way down ftair~, 
I met Sir Clemenr,. who, with great ear­
ncftnefs, faid he muft nor be denied the· 
honour of a moment's cor:tverfation with 
me; and then,- without waiting for_ an an­
fwer, he led me to the garden, at the door 
of which, howev«, I abfolutely infifted 
upon !topping.. . 

He feerned very ferious, ancf faid, in a, 
grave tone of voice, "At length, Mifs Ani. 
ville, I flatre, myfelf I have hit upon an, 
~xpedient that will oblige you, and there­
fore,, tliough it is death 10 myfelf, I wi1li 
put it in practice}' 

I begged him to explain himfclf. 
" I faw. y.our defire of faving M'adame· 

Duval, and fcarce could I refrain giving 
the brutal Captain my real opinion of his­
favage conduct;, but I am unwilling to· 
quarrel with him,. left I fhould be denied 
entrance into a houfe which you inhabit: I 
have been•endeavouringto prevail with him 
to give up his abfurd new fcheme, but I find 
him. impenetrable :-1 have therefore deter-· 
mined to make a pretence for foddenly leav­
ing this place, dear as it is to me, and con­
taining all l mo!l: admire and adore ;-and 
I will flay in town till the violence of this 
boobyifh humour is abated." 

He flopped; but I was ulent, for I k new 
not what J. ought to· fay, He rook my 

hand,. 
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hand., which he prell'ed to his lips, faying, 
•• And muft I, then, Mifs Anville, muft I 
quit you-facrifice volun_tarily my greateft 
fdicity,-and yet not be hon0ured with one 
word, one look of approbation ? " 

I withdrew my hand, and faid, with a 
half laugh, " You know fo well, Sir Cle• 
ment, the value of the fav ours you confer, 
that it would be fuperfluous for me co point 
jc Ollt,,., 

" Charn·iing, charming girl 1 how does 
;your wit, your underftanding rife upon me 
cdaily ! and muft I, can I par! with you ?­
will no other method-" 

" 0 Sir, do you fa foon repent the good 
office you bad planoed for Madame Du­
val?" 

4
' For Madame Duval I-cruel creature, 

.and will you not even fuffer me to place 
to your account the facrifi.ce I am about to 
make ·?" 

"You muO: place it. Sir., ro what account 
JOU pleafe; but I am too much in hafte 
now to flay here any longer/' 

And then I would have left him, but 
he held me, and, rather impatiently, faid, 
" If, then, I cannot be fo happy as to 
oblige you, Mifs Anville, you mutt not be 
f.urprifed, lhould I feek to oblige myfelf. 
If my fcheme is not honoured with your 
2Jlprobation, for which alon.e it was form-

ed, 
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ed, why thould I, to my own infinite dif­
fatisfaB:ion, purfue it?,, 

We were then, for a few minutes, both 
Jilent; I was really unwilling he !hould 
give up a plan which would fa effecl:ually 
break into the Captain's defigns, and, at 
the fame time, fave me the pain of difo­
bliging him ; and I fi1ould inftantly and 
thankfully have accepted his offered civi­
lity, had not Mrs. Mirvan's caution made 
me fearful. However, when he prelTed 
me to fpeak, I faid, in an ironical voice, 
" I had thought, Sir, that the very (l:rong 
fenfe you have yourfelf of the favour you 
propofe to me, would fufficiently have re­
paid you, bur, as I was miftaken, I muft 
thank you myfelf. And now," making a 
low courr'fy, H I hope, Sir, you are fa­
tisfied." 

0 Lovelieft of thy fex - " he began, 
but I forced myfelf from him, and ran up 
flairs. 

Soon after, Mifs Mirvan told me that Sir 
Clement had juft received a letter, which 
obliged him infl:andy to leave the Grove, 
and that he had acl:ually ordered a chaife. I 
then acquainted her with the real ftate_of 
the affair. Indeed, I conceal nothing from 
her; Ihe is fo gentle and fweet-tempered, 
that it gives me great pleafure to place an 
entire confidence in her, 

Ac 
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At dinner, I muft own, we all miffed 

him; for though the flightinefs of his be­
haviour to me, when we are by ourftlves, 
is very diftreffing, yet, in large companies, 
and general converfation, he is extremely 
entertaining and agreeable. As to the Cap­
tain, he has been fo much chagrined at his 
departure, that he has fcarce fpokcn a word 
fince he went: but Madame Duval, who 
made her firft public appearance lince her 
accident, was quite in raptures that ihe 
efcaped feeing him. 

The money, which we left at the farni­
houfe, ,has been returned to us. What 
pains the Captain muft have taken to ar­
range and manage the adventures which 
he chafe we !bould meet with ! Yet he 
muft certainly be difcovered, for Madame 
Duval is already very much perplexed, at 
having received a letter this morning from 
M. Du Bois, in which he makes no mention 
of his imprifonment. However, ibe has fo 
little fufpicion, that !be imputes his lilence 
upon the fubjecl, to his fears that the letter 
might be intercepted. 

Not one opportunity could I meet with 
while ?ir ~lement was here, to enquire 
after h,s friend Lord Orville : but I think 
it was ftrange he fhould never mention him 
una!ked. Indeed, I rather wonder that 
Mrs. Mirvan herfelf did not introduce the 

fubjecl, 
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fubject, for fhe always feemed particularly 
attentive to him. 

And now, once more, all my thoughts 
involuntarily turn llpon the letter I fo foon 
expect from Paris. This vi!it of Sir Cle­
ment has, however, fomewhat diverted my 
fears, and therefore I am very glad he made 
~c at rhis time. Adieu, my dear Sir. 

LETTER IV. 

Sir John Belmont to Lady Howard. 

Paris, May 1,. 
Madam, 

I Have this moment the honour of your 
Ladyfhip's letter, and I will not wait 

another, before I return an anfwer. 
it feldom happens that a man, though 

extolled as a faint, is really without ble­
mifh; or that another, though reviled as a 
devil, is really without humanity. Perhaps 
the time is not very difrant, when I may 
have the honour to convince your Ladyfhip 
of chis truth, in regard to Mr. Villars and 
myfelf. 

As to the young lady, whom Mr. Villars 
fa obligingly propofes prefenting to me, I 
wilh her all the happinefa to which, by your 

Lady01ip's 
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Ladyfhip's account, fhe feems entitled ; 
and, if fhe has a third part of the merit of 
her co whom you compare her, I doubt not 
but Mr. Villars will be more fuccefsful in 
every other application he may make for 
her advantage, than he can ever be in any 
with which he may be pleafed to favour 
me. 

I have the honour to be, 
M adam, 

your Ladyfhip's mofl: humble 
and mofl- obedient fcrvant, 

Jo11N BnA<ONT. 

L ETTER V. 

Ewlina lo the Rev. }h. l'il!ars. 

Howard Grove, May 18. 

W ELL, my dear Sir, all is now 
over! the letter fo anxiouOy ex­

pected, is at length arrived, and my doom 
is fixed. The various feelings which op­
prefs me, I have not language to defcribe ; 
nor need J,-you know my he:trt, you have 
yourfclf formed ir,-and its fenfation s npon 
this occafion you may but too readily iiila: 
gine. 

Vat. II. C O utcafl: 
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Outcaft as I am, and rejected for ever 

by him to whom l of right belono,-fhall 

I now implore your continued proteltion ?­
no, no,-1 will not offend your generous 

heart, which, open co diftr('fs, has no wifh 
but to relieve ir, with an application that 

would feem to imply a doubt. I am more 

fccun: than ever of your kinclnefs, fince 

you now know upon that is my fole de­

pendance. 
I endcavour to bear this firoke with com­

po[ure, and in fuch a manner as if I had 

already received your counfd and confola­

tion. Yet, at times, my emotions are a\mofl: 

coo much for me. 0, Sir, what a letter for 

a parent to write ! mufl: I not . myft:lf he 

deaf co the voice of Nature, if 1 could en­

dure c6 be thus abiolurely abandoned, with­

out regret? I dare not even co you, nor 

would I, could I help it, to myrelf, ac­

knowledge all that I think; for, indeed, I 

have fometimes fenriments upon this re­

jeCtion, which my fhongdt lenfe of duty 

can fcarcely corretl:. Y tt fuffer me to afk, 

-might not this anfwer h:w~ been foften­
ed ?-was it not enough to difclaim me for 

ever, without treating me with contefnpt, 

:mJ wounding me with derifion? 
Bm, while I am thus thinking of myfdf, 

I for
0

c:t how much more he is the object of 

for row th:in I am l Alas, what amends can 
he 
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he make himfelf, for the ang:uilh he is 
hoarding up for time to come! rv1v hearc 
blc:eds for him, whenever this reflc..-a:ion oc­
curs co me. 

What is faid of yo~, my protector, my 
friend, my benefactor !-I dare not tru(t 
myfelf to comment upon. Gracious Hea~ 
ven I \\hat a rernrn for goodntfs fa unpa• 
ralleled ! 

i' would fain endeavour to divert my 
thoughts from this fobject, but even that 
i~ not in my pown; for, affiicling as this 
kttc:r is to me, I find that it will not be 
-allowed to conclude the affair, though it 
does all my expectations: for Madame Du­
val has determined not to let it refl: here. 
She heard t.he lt:tter in great wrath,' and 
protefred the would not be fo ealily an­
fwcred ; {he regretted her facility in having 
been prevailed upon co yield the dirr£tion 
of this affair to chafe who knew not how co 
manage it, and vowed Che would herfelf un­
dertake and conduct it in future:. 

It is. in ~ain that I have pleaded againfl: 
her relolut1on, and befought her to forbear 
an attack, where !he has nothing to expecl: 
but rtfentment; efpecially as there feems to 
be a hint, that Lady Howard will one day 
be more openly dealt with: !he will not 
hear me; fhe is furioufly bent upon a pro­
ject which is terrible to think of,-for fhe 

C 2 nscans 
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means to go herfelf to Paris, take me with 
her, and there,/ace to face, demand jufl:ice1 

I-low to appeafe or to perfuade her, I 
know not; but for the univerfe would I 
not be dragged, in fuch a manner, to an in­
terview fo awful, with a parent I have never 
yet beheld! 

Lady Howard and Mrs. Mirvan are both 
of them infinitely lhocked at the prefent 
fituation of affairs, and they feem to be 
even more kind to me than ever; and my 
dear Maria, who is the friend of my heart, 
ufes her utmofl: efforts to confole me, and, 
when fhe fails in her delign,with frill greater 
kindnefs, fhe fympathifes in my forrow. 

I very much rejoice, however, that Sir 
Clement Willoughby had left us before this 
letter arrived. I am fure the general con­
fufion of the houfc would, otherwife, have 
betrayed to him the whole of a tale which I 
now, more than ever, wiJh to have buried 
in oblivion. 

Lady Howard thinks I ought not to dif­
oblige Madame Duval, yet fhe acknow­
ledges the~impropricty of my accompany­
ing her abroad upon fuch an enrerprize. In­
deed I would rather die, than force niyfelf 
into his prefc:nce. But fo vehement is Ma­
dame Duval, that fhe would inftantly have 
compelled me to attend her to town, in her 
way to Paris, had not Lady Howard fo far 

3 exerted 
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exerted herfelf, as to declare lhe could by 
no means confent to my quitting her houfe, 
till /he gave me up to you, by whofe per­
mifiion I had entered it. 

She was exrrc::mely angry at thi~ denial; 
and the Captain, by his lheers and raillery, 
fo mllch incre::ifed her rage, that fhe has 
politively declared, fhould your n xt letter 
difpute her authority to guide me by her 
own pleafure, fl1e will, wirhout h::firation, 
make a journey to B-:rry Hill, and teach 
you to know who jhe is. 

Should ihe put this threat in execution, 
nothing i::ould give me greater uneafinefs, 
for her violence and volubility would al­
mofl: difl:ract you. 

Unable as I am to act for myfelf, or to 
judge what conduct I ought to purfoe, how 
graceful do I feel myfelf, that I have fuch a 
guide and director to counfel and inftrult 
me as yourfelf ! 

Adieu, my deardt Sir! Heaven, I truft, 
will never let me live to be repulfed and 
derided by you, to whom I may now lign 
myfelf 

Wholly your 
Ev.ELINA. 

C3 LETTER 
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LETTER VI. 

Mr. Villars to Evelina. 

Berry Hilt, May :n. 

LET not my Evelina be deprelfed by 
a ftroke of fortune for which fhe is 

not refponlible. No breach of duty, on· 
your part, has incurred the u.nkindnefs.. 
which has been fl1ewn you ; nor have you't> 
by any act of imprudence,. provoked ctither 
cenfure or reproach. Let me entreat you,. 
therefore, my deareft child, to fuppert your­
felf with that courage which your inno­
cency ought to infpire; and let all the af. 
fliclion you allow yourfelf, be for him only,. 
who, not having that fopporr, muO: one day. 
be but too feverely fenfable how much he 
wants it. 

The hint thrown out concerning myfel( 
is wholly unintelligible to me: my heart,. 
l dare own,. fully acquits me of vice, bL1t' 

-:.vithout bltJmijh I have never ventured to­
pronounce myrelf. However, it foems his 
intention to.be herea.fte; more explicit, .and 
tben,-thou.h.l any thing appear, that has, 
on my part contributed to thofe misfortunes 
we lament, let me, at leaft, fay, that the 
moft partial of my friends cannot be fo 

much 



EVELIN A. 55 

much a!l:oni!hed as I il1all myfelf be at fuch 
a difcovery. 

The mention, alfo, of any future appli­
talio.s l may make, is equally beyond my 
comprehenfion. But I will not dwell upon 
a fubjecl: which almoft compels from me 
reflections that cannot but-be wounding to 
a heart fo formed for filial tendernefs as my 
Evelina's. There is an air of myftery 
throughout the letter, the explanation of 
which I will await in filence. 

Th• fcheme of Madame Duval is foch 
as might be reafonably expet1ed from a 
woman fo little inured to difappointmenr, 
and fo totally incapable of confidering the 
ddicacy of your ficuacion. Your averfe­
nefs to her plan gives me pleafure, for it 
exactly correfponds with my own. Vv'hy 
will !he not make rhe journey il1e projecl:s 
by herfelf 1 She would not have even the 
wi!h of an oppolition to encounter. An:l 
then, once more, might my child and my-
1<:lf be left to the quiet enjoyment of that 
peacefu l happinefs, which fhe alone has in• 
terrupted. As to h~r coming hither, I 
could,. indeed, difpenre with fuch a vifit;. 
but, if fhe will not be fatisfied with my re­
fofal by letter, I mult fubmit to the tafk of 
giving it her in perfon. 

My impatience for your return is in­
crcafed by your account of Sir Clement 

C 4 WiJ,.. 
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\Vil10t1ghby's vifit to Howard Grove. 
;1111 but little furprifed at the perftvtr:1.nce 
of his affiduitits to interc:fl: you in his fa­
vour; bm I am very much hurt that you 
fl10uld be cxpofed to addre/fes, which, by 
their privacy, have an air that fhocks me. 
You can nor, my love, be too circumfpecl:; 
the Uightcfl: carelefsnefs, on your parr, will 
be taken advantage of, by a man of his 
Cifpofition. le is not fufficient for you to 
be rc:frrved; his conduct even calls fol' your 
rc:fentmtnc: and fhould he again, as will 
<loubclefs be his endeavour, contrive to fo­
Jicit your favour fo private, let your dif­
dain and difpleafure be fo marked,as to con .. 
firain a change in his behaviour. Though, 
indeed, !hould his viGt be repeated while 
you remain at the Grav~, Lady Howard 
muft pardon me if I fhorten yours. 

Adieu, my child. You will always make 
my refpech to the hofpitable family to 
which we are fo much obliged. 

LETTER 
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LETTER VII. 

Mr. Yi/Ian to Lady llrr.vard. 

Berry Hill, May 27. 

Dear Madam, 

I Believe your Lady01ip will not be fttr­
prifed at hearing I have h:'\d a vifit 

from Madame Duval, as I doubt not her 
having made known her intention before 
/he left Bowan.! Grove. I would gladly 
have excuftd myfelf this meeting, could I 
have avoided it decently ; but, after Co long 
a journey, it was not poffible to refofe her 

admittance. 
She told me, that fhe came to Berry Hill, 

in confequence of a letter I had fent to ht'r 
grand~daughter, in which I had forbid her 
going to Paris. Very roughly fhe then 
called me to account, for the authority 
which I alfumed; and, had I been difpofed 
to have argued with her, fhe woul<l very 
angrily have difputed the right by which 
I ufed it. But I declined all debating. I 
therefore lill:ened very q uietly, till !he had 
fo much fatig:1ed herfelf with talkin g, rhat 
{he was glad, in her turn, to be Ii lent. And 
then, I begged to know the purport of her 

vifit, 
C 5 
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She anfwered, that fhe came to make me: 
relinquifh the power I had ufurped over her 
grand-daughter, and atfored me fhe would, 
not quit the plaoe till 01e fucceeded. 

But I will not trouble your Lady/hip, 
with tfle particulars of this difagreeable 
converfation ; nor fbould I,. but on account 
of the refult, have chot'en fo unpleafant a 
fobject for your pcrufal. However, I will 
be as concilt: as l poffibly can, that the bet­
ter occL1pations of your Ladpfi1ip's time 
may he the ltfs impeded. 

\Vhen Oie found me inexorable in re­
fofing Evelina'S attending her co Paris, fhe 
peremptorily inlil1ed, that !he fhou ld, a~ 
leaO-, live with her in London, till Sir John­
Bdmont's return. I remonftrated againfr 
this fcheme with all the energy in my 
power ; but the conteft •.'1-as vain ; fhe 
}oft her patience, and I my time. She de• 
cb.red that if I was, rcfolate in oppofing her,. 
fhe would inftantly make a will, in which. 
fhe would leave all her fortune to fl:rangers,. 
though, otherwife, fhe intended her grand­
daughter for her fole heirefs. 

To me, I own, this threat feemed of 
little conlf:quence; t have long accuftome'd 
my(elf to think, that, with a compettncy, 
of which file is fore, my child might be as 
happy as in the pollcilion of millions : but 
th.e incertitude of her foture fate dt:ters me 

· from 
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from following implicitly the dictates of my 

pr&nt judgment. The connections flie 

may hereafter form, the fl:yle of life for 
which !he may be defl:ined, and-the future 

family to which !he inay belong, are con­
fidcrations which give but too much weight 

to the menaces of Madame Duval. r n 
fhort, Madam, after a dilCourfe infinitely 

tedious, l was obliged, though very reluc­

tantly, ro compromife with this ungovern­
able woman, by confrnting chat Evelina. 

fhould pafs one month with her. 
I never made a concdlion with fo bad a 

grace, or fo much regret. The violence 
and vulodrity of this woman, her total igno­

rance of propriety, the family to which fhe­
is related, and the company lbe is likely to 
keep, are objections fo forcible to her hav­
ing the charge of this dear child, that no­
thing ldS than my diffitlt-nce of the right I 

have of depriving her of fo large a forrnne,. 
would have induced me to liflen to her pro­
pofal. Indeed we parted, at lafl:, equally 

difcontented; lhe, at what I had refufe<l; I, 

at what I had granted, 
It now only remains for me to returni 

your Ladylhip my humble acknowlcdge­

mtnts for the kindnefs which you have fo 
liberally fhewn to my ward: and tO beg 
you would have the goodnefs t? part ":'ich 
her, when M,.1dJme Duval thinks proper 

C 6 to 
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to claim the promife which fhe has extorted from me. I am, 
Dear Madam, &c. 

ARTHUR V1LLARS. 

L E T T E R VIII. 

Mr. Pillars to Evelina. 

Derry Hill, May d. 

W ITH a reluclance which occafions 
me inexpreflible uneafinefs, I have 

been almo!t compelled to confent that my 
Evelina fhould ~uit the proteclion of the 
hofpitable and retj.,eclable Lady Howard, 
and accompany Madame Duval co a cicy 
which I had hoped fhe would never again 
have entered. Bu! alas, my dear child, we 
are the flaves of cuftom, the dupes of pre. 
judice, and dare not ftem the torrent of an 
oppofing world, even though our j udg­
ments condemn our compliance ! however, 
fince the die is caft, we mufl: endeavour to make the belt of it. 

You will have occafion, in the courfe of 
the month you are to pafs wich Madame 
Duval, for all the circumfpection and pru­
donce you can call to your aid: fhe will 

nor, 
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not, I know, propofe any thing to you 
which !he thinks wrong herfdf; but you 
mu!l: learn not only to judge but to aft for 
yourfelf: if any fchernes are !tarted, any 
engagements made, which your underftand­
ing reprefents to you a.s . improper, exert 
yourfelf refolutely in avo1d,ng them, and do 
not, by a too paffive facility, rifk the cen­
fure of the world, or your own future re­
gret. 

You cannot too affiduoufly attend to 
Madame Duval herfelf; but I would wifh 
you to mix as little as pofiible with her af­
fociates, who are not likely to be among 
thofe whofe acquai ntance would reflecl: cre­
dit upon you. Remember, my dear Eve­
lina, nothing is fo delicate as the reputa­
tion of a woman: it is, at once, the moft 
beautiful and mott brittle of all human 
things. 

Adieu, my btloved child ; I !hall be but 
ill at eafe till this month is elapfed. 

A. V, 

LETTER. 
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LETTER IX. 

Evelina to the Rev. Mr. Villars. 

London, June&, 

ONCE more, my deareft Sir, I write 
to you from this great ciry. Yef,.. 

terday morning, with tht:: crueft concern, I 
quitted the de::ar inhabitants of Howard 
Grove, and moft impatiently {hall I cot1nt 
the days till I fee them aoaio. Lady 
Howard and Mrs. Mirvan took leave of me 
with the moft flattering kindnefs; but in~ 
dee<l I knew not how to part with Maria, 
whofe own apparent furrow redoubled mine. 
She made me promife co fend her a letter 
every polt. And I !hall write to her with 
the fame freedom, an<l almorl: the fame 
confidence, yell allow me to make ufe of to 
yourrelf. 

The Captain w:is very civil to me, but 
he wrangled with poor Madame Duval to 
the laft moment; and, taking me afide, juft 
before we got into the chaife, he faid>. 
~, Hark'ee, Mifs A□ ville, I've a favour for 
to aJk of you, which is this ; that yoU 
will write us word how the old gentlewo­
man finds herfdf, when fhe fees it was all 
a trick: and what the French lubber fays to·· 
ir, and all about it/~ 
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I anfwered that I would obey him, though 
J was very little pleafcd with the commif­
fion, which, to me, was highly improper ;. 
but he will either treat me as an informer, m:· 
make me a party in his frolic. 

As foon as we drove awayT Madame 
Duval, with much fatisfaction,. exclaimed 
" Dieu nu:rci, we''ve got off at laft ! I'm 
fore I never defire to fee that place again. 
It's a wonder I've got away alive ; tor I 
believe I've had the worft luck ever was 
known, from the time I fet my foot upon 
the threCT1 old. I know I wifh I'd never 
a gone. Befidcs, into the bargain, it's the 
moft dulleft place in all Chriftendom : 
there's never no diverfions, nor nothing ac: 

all." 
Then fhe bewailed M. Dll Bois, con­

cerning whofe adventures fhe continued tO' 

make various cor.jec\:ures during the re(t 0£ 
our journey. 

When I afkcd her what part of London 
fhe fhollld refide in, the told me that Mr. 
Branghton was to meet us at an inn, and, 
would conduct us to a lodging. Accord­
ingly, we proceeded to a houfe in Bifi,opf­
gate-ll:reer, and were led by a waiter into a 
room where we found Mr. Branghron. 

He received us very civilly, but fremed 
rather furprifed at feeing me,faying," Wh1 

I did 
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I did n't think of your bringing Mifs; how­
ever fhe's very welcome." 

"I'll tell you how it was," faicl Madame 
Duval: " you mull: know I've a mind to 
take the girl to Paris, that fhe may fee 
fomething of the world, and improve her­
felf a 1ittle; befides, I've another reafon, 
that you and I will talk more about ; but 
do you know, that medclling old parfon, as 
I told you of, would not let her go: how­
ever, I'm refolved I'll be even with him, for 
I fhall take her on with me, without faying 
never a word more to nobody." 

I fiarted at this intimation, which very 
much furprifed me. Bm I am very glad 
lhe has difcovere<l her intention, as I fhall 
be carefully upon my guard not to venture 
from town with her. 

Mr, Branghton then hoped we had palfed 
our time agreeably in the country. 

" O Lord, Coufin," cried fhe, '' I've 
been the miferableft creature in the world ! 
I'm fure all the horfes in London lha'n't 
drag me into the country again of one 
while: why how do you think I've been 
ferved ?--only guefs." 

" Indeed, Coufin, I can't pretend to do · 
that." 

" ,vhy then I'll tell you. Do you 
know, I've been robbed? - that is, the 

villa,n 
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villain would have robbed me if he could, 
only I'd fecured all my money." 

" Why then, Coufin, I think your lofs 
can't have bet:n vay great." 

" O Lord, you don't know what you're 
a faying; you're talking in the unthinkingeft 
manner in the world : why it was all along 
of not having no money, that I met with 
that misfortune." 

" How's that, Coufin ? I don't fee what 
great misfortune you can have met with, if 
you'd fecured all your money." 

,~ That's becaufe you don't know nothing 
of the matter: for there the villain came 
to the chaife, and becaufe we had n't got 
nothing to give him, though he'd no more 
right co our money than the man in the 
moon, yet, do you know, he fell into the 
greateft paffion ever you fee, and abufed 
me in fuch a manner, and put me in a 
ditch, and got a rope, o' purpofe to hang 
me,-and I'm fure, if that was n't rnisfor­
tlrne enough, why I don't know what is.'' 

" This is a hard cafe indeed, Coufin, 
But why don't you go to J ultice Fielding?" 

" 0, as to that, I'm a going to him di­
retl:ly; but only I want firft to fee poor 
M. Du Bois; for the oddeft rhing of all 
is, that he has wrote to me, and never faid 
nothing of where he is, nor what's become 
of him, nor nothing elfe." 

~' M. Du 
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" M. Du Bois ! why he's at my houfe at 
this very time." 

" M. Du Bois at your honfe ! \Veil, 1 
declare this is the furprilingefr part of all r 
l1owever, I affure you, I think he might 
have comed for me, as welt as you, con. 
fidering what I have gone through on his. 
account; for, to tell you the truth, it was, 
all along of him that I met with that acci­
dent; fo I don't cake it very kind 0f him,, I 
promife you." 

"Wt:11 but, Coufrn, tell me fome of the 
Farriculars of chis affair.>" 

" As to the particulars, I'm fnre they'd 
make your hair {tand an end to hear them;. 
howevt:r the beginnin&_o!: it all was through 
the fault of M. Du 1!501s: bur l'U aifure 
you, he may take care of himfelf in future,. 
fince he don't fo much as come to fee if 
I'm d~ad or alive; - bur there I went for. 
him ro ajuftice of peace, a.nd rode all out 
of the:: way, and did every thing in the· 
world, and was ufed worfer than a dog,. 
and all for the fake of ftrving of him, and 
now, yon fee, he don't fo much- well, I 
was a fool for my pains,-however, he may 
get fomebody elfe to be treated fo another 
time, for if he's taken t1p every day in the 
week, I'll never go after him no more." 

This occalloneJ an explanation,. in the 
co1.1rfc of which Madame Duval, to her 

utter 
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11tter amazement, heard that M. Du Bois 
had never left London during her abfence !· 
nor did Mr. Branghton believe that he had 
ever been to the Tower> or met with any 
kind of accident. 

Almoft inftantly, the whole truth of the 
tra.nfaclion feemed to rujh up,n her mind, and 
her wrath was inconceivably violent. She 
afked me a thoufand que{tions in a breath, 
but, fortunately, was too vehement to attend 
to my embarraffmenr, which mull, other­
wife, have betrayed my knowledge of the 
deceit. Revenge was her firlt wifh, and 
fl1e vowed the would go the next morning 
to Juftice Fielding, and enquire what pu­
nifhment (he might lawfully inflict upon the 
Captain for his affault. 

~ believe we were an hour in Bifhopfgate­
ftreet, before poor Madame Duval could 
allow any thing to be mentioned but her 
own frory ; at length, however, Mr. 
Branghton cold her, that M. Du Bois,, 
and all ~is own family, were waiting for 
her at his houre. A hackney-coach was 
then called, and we proceeded to Snow ... 
hill. 

Mr. Branghton's houfe is fmall and in• 
convenient, though his fhop, which takes 
in all the ground floor, is large and corn• 
modious. I believe I told you before tha~ 
he is a filver-fniith. 

We 
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We were conducted up two pair of 
ftairs; for the dining~room, Mr. Branghrnn 
told us, was let. 1-Iis two daughters, their 
brother, !VI. Du Bois, and a young man, 
were at tta. Thev had waited fome time 
for Madame Duv~l, but J found they had 
not any expectation chat I fhould accom. 
pany her; and the young ladies, I believe, 
were rather more forprifed than pleafed 
when I made my appearance; for they 
feeme<l hurt that I lhould fee their apart­
ment. Indeed I would willingly have 
faved them that pain, had it been in my 
power. 

The firft perfon who faw me was M. Du 
Bois : " Ah, Mon Dieu .'" exclaimed he, 
~' voilli Mademoiftlle .1" 

" Goodnefs," cried young Branghton, 
~' if'there is n't Mifs ! " 

" Lord, fo there is," faid Mifs Polly; 
"well, I'm fure I ihould never have 
dreamed of Mifs's coming." 

'' Nor I neither, I'm fure," cried Mifs 
Branghton, " or elfe I would not have 
been in this room to fee her; I'm quite 
afhamed about it,-only not thinking of 
feeing any body but my aunt - however, 
Tom, it's all yoLJr fault, for you knO\v 
very well 1 wanted to borrow Mr. Smith's 
room, only you were fo grumpy you would 
not let me." 

· ~' Lord, 
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" Lord, whit fignifi_es ? " faid the bro. 
- ther, " I dare be fworn Mifs has been up 

two pair of Cl:airs before now ;-Ha'n't you, 
Mifs?" 

I begged that I might not give them the 
leaft di(h\rbance, and alfured them that I 
had not any choice in ~egard to what room 
we fat in. 

" Well," fai<l Mifs Polly, "when you 
come next, Mifs, we'll have Mr. Smith's 
room; and it's a very pretty one, and only 
up one pair of ftairs, and nicely furni!hed, 
and every th ing." 

'' To fay the truth," faid Mifs Brangh .. 
ton, " I thought that my coufin would 
not, upon any accounr, have come to town 
in the fumrner-time; for it's not at all the 
fajhion, - fo, to be fure, thinks I, fhe'll 
fray till September, when the play-houres 
open." 

This was my reception, which I believe 
you will not call a very cordial one. Ma. 
dame Duval, who, after having feverely 
reprimanded M . Du Bois for his negli­
gence, was juft entering upon the frory of 
her misfortunes, now wholly engaged the 
company. • 

M. Du Bois liftened to her with a look 
of the utmoft horror, repeatedly lifting up 
his eyes and hands, and exclaiming, " 0 
&iel! que/ barbare !" The young ladies-gave 

her 
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!her the moO: earnefl:: attention ; but their 
brother, and the young man, kt'pt a broad 
grin upon their faces during the whole re­
cital. She wa!:, however, too much engaged 
to obf,:rve them: but, when Che mentioned 
having been tied in a ditch.., young Brangh­
ton, no longer able to conflrain himftlf, 
burfl: into a loud laugh, declaring that he 
had never heard any thing fo funny in his 
life 1 H is laugh wns htartily re-echoed by 
his friend; the Mi Ls Branghtons could not 
refi(t the example; and poor Madame Du­
val, to her extreme amazement, was abfo­
Jutely overpowered and ltopped by the vio­
lence of their mirth. 

For fome minutes the room (eemed quite 
ln an uproar; the rage of Madame Duval, 
the afl:oni01ment of M. Du Bois, and the 
angry interrogatories of Mr. Branghton, on 
one fide; the convulfive tittering of the 
:fifters, and the loud laughs of the young 
men, on the other, occafioned foch noife, 
paffion, and confufion, that had any one: 
frapped an inftant on the ftairs, he rnufr 
'have concluded himfdf in Bedlam. At 
length, however, the father broughr them 
to order; and, half-laughing, half-fright­
ened, they made Madame Duval fome very 
awkward apologies. But fhe would not be 
prevaikd upon to continue her narrative, 

till 
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till they had prote!'ced they were laughing 
at the Captain, and not at her. Appeafed 
by this, ihe relumed her ftory ; which, by 
the help of !'cuffing handkerchiefs into their 
mouths, the young people heard with to­

lerable decency. 
Every body agreed, that the ill uf,ge the 

Captain had given her was aflionable, and 
Mr. Branghton faid he was fure fhe might 
recover what damages ihe pleafe<l, fince {he 
1ml been put in fear of her life. 

She then., wirh great delight, declared, 
that fhc would lole no time in fatisfying 
her revenge, and vowed fhe would not be 
contented with lcfs than half his fortune: 
"' For though," faid fhe, " I don't put no 
value upon the money, becaufe, Dieu merd, 
I ha'n't no want of it, yet I don't wifh for 
nothing fa much as to punifl1 that fellow ; 
for, I'm Cure, whatc.!ver's the caufe of ir, he 
owes me a great grudge, and I know no more 
what it's for than you do, but he's always 
been doing me'one fpite or other, ever fince 
I knew him. 0 

Soon after tea, Mifs Branghton took an 
opportunity to tell me, in a whifper, that 
the young man I faw was a lo\'er of he-r 
fiO:er's, that his name was Brown, and that 
he was a haberdafher, with many other par­
.ticu"Lus of his circumftanccs and family; 
and then !he declared her utter avedion to 

the 
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the thoughts of fuch a match ; but added, 
that her fifrer had no manner of fpirit or 
ambition, though, for her part, fhe would 
ten times rather die an old maid, than marry 
any perfon but a gentleman. "And, for that 
matter," added fhe," I believe Polly her­
felf don't care much for him, only fhe's in 
fuch a hurry, becaufe, I fuppofr, fhe's a 
mind to be married before me; however, 
jhe's very welcome, for, I'm fore, I don't 
care a pin's point whether I ever marry at 
all ;-it's all one to me.'" 

Some time after this, Mifs Polly con­
trived to tell her fiery. She affured me, 
with nn1ch tittering, that her iifi:er was in a 
great fright, left fue fhould be married firft. 
~, So I make her believe that I wilJ," con­
tinued fhe, "for I love dearly to plague her 
a little; though, I declare, I don't intend 
to have Mr. Brown in reality ; I'm fure I 
don't like him half well enough,-do you, 
Mifs?" 

" It is not poOiblc for me to judge of 
his mt'rits," faid I, " as I am entirely a 
!hanger to him." 

l' But what do you think of him, 
Mifs?" 

" Why, really, 1-1 don't know-" 
" But do you think. him handfome? 

Some people reckon him co have a good 
pretty perfon,-but, I'm fure, for my part, 

I think 



EVELIN A. 73 

I think he's monftrous ugly :-don't you, 
Mifs?" 

"I am no judge,-but I think his per­
fon is very-very well." 

"//ery well !-Why, pray, Mifs,,, in a 
tone of vexation, "what fault can you find 
with it?" 

" 0, none at all !', 
" I'm fure you muO: be very ill.natured 

if you could. Now there's Biddy fays fhe 
thinks nothing of him,-but I know it's 
all out of fpite. You muft know, Mifs, it 
makes her as mad as can be, that I fhould 
have a lover before her ; but fl1e's fo proud 
that nobody will court her, and I often tell 
her £he'll die an old maid. But, the thing 
is, fhe has taken it into her head, to have a 
liking for Mr. Smith, as lodges on the firft 
floor; but, Lord, hell never havt: htr, for 
he's quite a fine gentleman; and beiides, 
Mr. Brown heard him fay, one day, that 
he'<l never marry as long as he lived, for 
he'd no opinion of matrimony." 

" And did you tell your fii1:er this ?,, 
"0, to be fore, I told her dirdlly; but 

fhe did not mind me; however, if £he will 
be a fool, fhe muft." 

This extreme want of affc:clion and good­
natme, increafrd the dictaO.e I alrt:ady felt 
for thcfe unamiable fifiers; and a confidence 
fo entirely unfolicited and unnecc!fary, ma-

VoL. II. D nifefted 
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nifefted equally their folly and their want of 
decency. 

I was very glad when the time for our 
<leparting arrived. Mr. Branghton faid our 
lodgings were in Holborn, that we might 
be near his houfe, and neighbourly. He 
accompanied us to them him(elf. 

Our rooms are large, and not inconve­
nient; our landlord is an ho(ier. I am fure 
I have a thoufand reafons to rejoice that I 
am (o little known ; for my prefent !icua­
ti"on is, in every ref peel:, very unenviable ; 
and I would not, for the wurld, be feen by 
any acquaintance of Mrs. Mirvan. 

This morning Madame Duval, attended 
by all the Branghtons, actually went to a 
JuO:ice in the neighbourhood, to report the 
Captain's ill ufage of her. I had great 
difficulty in excuCTog myfe!f from being 
of the party, which would have given me 
very ferious concern. Indeed, I was ex­
~remely anxious, though at home, till I 
11eard the refult of the application; for I 
dread to think of the .uneaGnefs which fuch 
an affair would occafion the amiable Mrs. 
Mirvan. But, fortunately, Madame Du­
val has received very little encoorageme:nt 
to proceed in her defign, for fhe has been 
informed that, as fheneither heard the voice, 
nor faw the face of the perfon fufpet\ed, !he 
will find it difficult to caft him upon con-

jcflure, 



EVELIN A. 75 

jeElure, and will have but little probability 
of gaining her caufe, unlefs ib.e can procure 
witneffes of the tranfatl:ion. Mr. Brangh­
tQn, therefore, who has confidered all the 
circumftances of the affair, is of opinion, 
that the law-fuit will not only be expenfive, 
but tedious and hazardous, and has advifed 
againft it. Madame Duval, though very 
unwillingly, has acquiefced in his decifion; 
but vows that if ever lhe is fa affronted again, 
fhe will be revenged, even if ibe ruins her­
felf. I am extremely glad that this ridicu­
lous adventure feems now likely to end 
without more ferious confequences. 

Adieu, my deareft Sir. My direcl:ion is 
at Mr. Dawkins's, a hofier in High Hol­
born. 

LETTER X. 

Evdina to Mifs Mirvan; 

Juae 7th. 

I HA VE no words, my fweet friend, to 
exprefs the thankfulnefs I feel for the 

unbounded kindnefs which you, your dear 
mother, and the much-honoured Lady Ho­
ward, have ihewn me ; and fiill lefs can I 

D 2 find 
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find language to tell you with what reluc; 
ranee I parted from fuch dear and generous 
friends, whofe goodnefs reflec\:s, at once-, fo 
much honour on their own hearts, and on 
her to whom it has been fo liberally be­
llowed. But I will not repeat what I have 
already written co the kind Mrs. Mirvan; I 
will remember your admonitions, and con­
fine to my own breaO: that gratitude with 
which you have filled it, and teach my pen 
to dwell upon fubjects lefs painful to my 
generous correfpondent. 

0 Maria, London now feems no longer 
the fame place where I lately enjoyed fo 
much happinefs; every thing is new and 
:Change co me; even the town itfelf has not 
the fame afpecl: :-my firnation fo altered ! 
my home fo different 1-my companions fo 
changed !-But you well know my averfe­
nefs to this journey. 

Indeed, to me, London now feems a de­
fart; that gay and bufy appearance it fo 
lately wore, is now fllcceeded by a look of 
gloom, fatigue, nnJ laffitude; the air feems 
ftagnant, the heat is intcnfe, the duft into­
lerable, and the inhabitants illiterate and 
under-bred. At leatl:, fuch is the face of 
things in the part of the town where I at 
prefent refide. 

Tell me, my dear Maria, do you never 
re-trace in your memory the time we pafied 

here 



EVELIN A.' 77 

here when together? to mine, it recurs for 
ever! And yet, I think I rather recollect 
a dream, or forlle vifionary fancy, than a 
reality.-That l fhould ever have bern 
known to Lord Orville,-that I fhoulJ 
have fpoken to-have danced with him,­
feems now a romantic illufion : and that 
elegant politenefs, that flattering attention, 
that high-bred delicacy, which fo much 
diftinguifhed him above all other men, and 
which ftruck us with fuch admiration, I 
now re-trace the remembrance of, rather as 
belonging to an object of ideal perfrction, 
formed by my own imagination, than co a. 
being of the fame race and nature as thofc 
with whom I at prefent converfe. 

I have no news for you, my dear 1\1:ifs 
Mirvan; for all that I could venture to fay 
of Madame Duval, I have already written 
to your fweet mother; and as to adven• 
tures, I have none to record. Situated as 
I now am, I heartily hope I fhall not meet 
with any; my wifh is to remain quiet and 
\Hmoticed. 

Adieu ! excufe the gravity of this letter, 
:and bdieve me, 

Your moft fincerely 
affectionate and obliged 

EVELINA ANVILLE. 

Di LETTER 
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LETTER XI. 

Evtlina to the Rev. 2\1r. Pillars. 

Holborn, Jane 9, 

Y EST,ERDAY morning, we received 
an invitation to dine and fpend the 

day at Mr. Branghton's; and M. Dll Bois, 
who was alfo inviced, called to conduct us 
to Snow.hill. 

YoungBranghton received us at the door, 
and the firft words he fpoke were," Do you 
know, Sifters a'n'c dreJfed yet?" 

Then hurrying us into the houfe, he faid 
to me, "Come, Mifs, you Jhall go up ftairs 
and catch 'em, - I dare fay they're at the 
glafs." 

He would have taken my hand, but I 
declined this civility, and begged to follow 
Madame Duval. Mr. Branghcon then ap­
peared, and led the way himli::lf. We went, 
as btfore, up two pair of flairs; but the 
moment the father opened the door, the 
daughters both gave a loud fcream. We 
all (topped, and then MifsBranghton called 
our, " Lord, Papa, what do you bring the 
company up here for? why, Polly and I 
a'n't half drelfed." 

"More 



EVELIN A; 79 

" More fhame for you," anfwered he-, 

" here's your aunt, and coufm, and M. Du 
Bois, all waiting, and ne'er a room to tak" 

,hem to." 
'' Who'd have thought of their coming 

fo foon ?" crit:d fhe: '' I'm fore for my part 
I thought Mifs was ufed to nothing but 

quality hours." 
"Why, I fha'n't be ready this half-hour 

yet," faid Mifs Polly; " can't they flay in 

the fhop, till wt:'re dreJTed ?" 
Mr. Branghcon was very angry, and 

fcolded them violently; however, wt: were 
obliged to defcend, and !tools were pro­

cured for us in the fhop, where we found 
the brother, who was highly delighted, he 

faid, that his filters had been catch,d; and 

he thought proper to tntercain me with a 

long account of their tedioufnefs, and the 
many quarrels they all had together. 

When, at length, thefe ladies were equip­
ped to their fatisfaction, they made their ap­

pearance; bur before any converfacion was 

foffered to pafs between them and us, they 

had a long and moft difagreeable dialogue 

with their father, co whore reprimands, 

though fo juftly incurred, they replied witli 
the utmofr pertnefs and rudenefs, while their 

brother, all the time, laughed aloud. 
The moment they pt>rceived this, they 

were fo much provoked, that, infte:::sd of 
D 4 making 
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making any apologies to Madame Duvat1 
rhey next began a quarrel with him. 
" Tom, what do you laugh for? I wonder 
what bufinefs you hav~ to be always ; 
lau~hino when Papa fcolds us.u 

' Th~n what bufinefs have you to be 
fuch a whilt: getting on your clothes? You're 
never ready, you know well enough. 0 

" Lord, Sir, I wonder what's that to 
vou ! I wilh you'd mind your own affairs, 
3.nd not trouble yourfdf about ours. How 
fhould a boy like you know any thing?'' 

"A boy, indeed! not fuch a boy, nei .. 
ther; I'll warrant you'll be glad to be as 
young, when you come to be old maids." 

This fort of dialogue we were amufed 
with till dinner was ready, when we again 
mounted up two pair of flairs, 

In our way, Mir, Polly cold me that her 
lifter had alked Mr. Smith for his room to 
dine in, but he had refufed to lend it; 
"becaufe,,, fhe faid, "one day it happened 
to be a littlegreafed: however, wefhall have 
it to drink tea in, and then, perhaps, you 
may fee him, and I affure you he's quite 
like one of the quality, and dre!Tes as fine, 
and goes to balls and dances, and every 
thing quite in taHe ;-and belides, Mifs, he 
keeps a foot-boy of his own, too." 

The dinner was ill-fnved, ill-cooked, 
and ill-managed, The maid who waited 

had 
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had fo often to go down ftairs for fomething 
that was forgotten, that the Branghtons 
were perpernally obliged to rife from table 
themfdves, co get plates, knives and forks, 
bread or beer. Had they bten withom(re­
tetifrons, all this would have feemed o no 
confr·quence; but they 2.imed at appearing 
co advantage, and even fancied they fuc­
ceede<l. However, the moft difagreeable 
part of our fare was, that the whole family 
continually difputed whofe turn it was to 
rife, and whofe to be allowed to fit ftill. 

When this meal was over, Madame Du. 
va1, ever eager co difcourfe upon her travels, 
entered into an argument with Mr. Brangh­
ton, and, in broken Englifh, M. Du Bois,. 
concerning the French nation : and Mifs 
Polly, then addreffing herfelf to me, faid, 
" Don't you think, Mifs, it',s very dull fit~ 
ting up ftairs here? we'd better go down lo 
/hop, and then wefhall fee the people go by." 

" Lord, Poll," faid the brother, H you're 
always wanting to be ftaring and gaping ; 
and I'm fore you need n't be fo fond of 
{hewing yourfdf, for you're ugly enough 
to frighten a horfe." 

" Ugly, indeed ! I wonder which is 
bert, you or me. But, I cell you what, 
Tom, you've no need to give yourfdf fuch 
airs, for if you do, I'll tell Mifs of you 
know whac-.1' 

D 5 "\Vho 
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" Who cares if you do ? you may tell 
what you will; I don't mind-" 

"Indeed," cried 1, "I do not ddire to 
hear any fecrets." 

"0, but I'm refolved I'll tdl you, be­
caufe Tom's fo very fpiteful. You mufr 
know, Mifs, t'othtr night-" 

" Poll," cried the brother, " if you tell 
of tfrnt, Mifs fhall know o1ll about your 
meeting young Brown,-you know when! 
-So I'll be q uits with you, one way or 
another." 

Mifs Polly coloured, and again propo(cd 
our going down ftairs till Mr. Smith's room 
was ready for our reception. 

"Aye, fo we will," faid Mifs Br.1.ngh­
ton ; u I'll alfLJre you, Coufin, we have 
fome very genteel people pafs by our 
!hop fometimes. Polly and I always go 
and fit tht"re, when we've cleaned our­
felves." 

"Yes, MifS" cried the brother, "they 
do nothing elfe all day long, when father 
don't fcold them. But the beft fun is, 
when they've got all their dirty thiogs on, 
and all chei1 hair about their ears, fome~ 
times I fend young Brown up ftairs . co 
them ; and then, thert:'s fuch a fofs l -
there they hide tht:mfelves, and run away, 
and fqueel <111d Jquall like any thing macl; 
and fo then I puts the two car, into the 

room, 
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room, and I gives 'em a good whipping, 

and fo that fets them a fqualling too ; io 

there's fuch a noife, and fuch an uproar! 

-Lord, you can't chink, Mifs, what fun 

itis!" 
This occaGoned a frelh quarrel with the 

fifl:ers; at the end of which, it was, at • 

length, decided that we !hould go t0 the 

!hop. 
In our way down ftairs, Mifs Branghton 

faid aloud, " I wonder when Mr. Smith"s 

room will be ready." 
u So do I, 0 anrwered Potly;" I'm fore 

we fhould not do any harm to ic now." 

This hint had not the deGrcd effdl:; for 
we were fuffered to proceed very quietly. 

J\s we entered the. fuop, I oblt!rve<l a 

young man, in deep mourning, leaning 

againfl: the wall, with his arms folded, and 

his eyes fixed on the ground, apparently in 

profound and melancholy meditation: but 

the moment he perceived us, he lhrred, and, 

making a paffing bow, very abruptly re­

tired. As I found he was permitted ta go 

quite unnoticed, I could not forbear en-

quiring who he was. ' 
" Lord!" a11fwered Mifs Branghrofl,. 

"he's nothiog but a poor Scoth poet." 
" For my pare," fa1d M1fs Polly, "I be­

liev< he's jult (\arved, for I don't find he 

has any thing to livt: upon." 
D 6 ~ Live 
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"Live upon l'J cried the brother," why 

he's a poet, you know, fo he may live upon 
learning." 

"Aye, and good enough for him too,,, 
faid Mifs Branghcon, " for he's as proud 
as he's poor." 

" Like enough," replied the brother, 
" bur, for all that, you won't find he will 
live without meat and drink: no, no, 
catch a Scotchman at that if you can ! 
why, they only come here for what they 
can get." 

" 1 "m fure/' faid Mi(s Br:mghton, " I 
wonder Papa 'II be fuch a fool as to let 
him !lay in the houfe, for I dare fay he'll 
never pay for his lodging." 

" Why, no mor~ he would if he could 
get another Lodger; you know the bill's 
heen put up this fortnight. Mifs, if you 
fhould hear of a pcrfon that wants a room, 
I alrure you it is a very good one, for all 
it's up three pair of flairs." 

I anfwered, that as I had no acquaint­
ance in London, I had not any chance of 
arIHting them : but both my compaffion 
and my curiofity were excit~d for this poor 
young man ; and I afked them fomc fur­
ther p:tniculars concerning him. 

They then acquainted me, that they had 
only known him three months. \\'hen he 
firlt lodged with them, he agreed to board 

alfo; 
7 
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alfo; but had lately told them, he would 
eat by himfelf, thou~h they all believed he 
had hardly ever talted a morfel of meat 
fince he left their table. They faid, that 
he had always appeared very low-fpiritcd, 
but, for the !aft month, he had been duller 
than ever, and, all oi a fudden, had put 
himfelf into mourning, though they knc::w 
not for whom, nor for what, but they fup. 
pofed it was only for convenience, as no 
perfon had ever been to fee or enquire for 
him fince his refidence amongll: them : 
and they were fure he was very poor, as he 
had not paid for his lodgings the !all: three 
weeks: and finally, they concluded he was 
a poet, or elfe half-crazy, becaufe they had, 
at different times, found fcraps of poecry in 

his room. 
They then produced fame unfinilhed 

verfes, written on finall pieces of paper, 
unconnected, and of a moft melancholy 
cart. Among them was the fragment of 
an ode, which, at my requeft, they lent me 
to copy ; and, as you may perhaps like to 
fee it, I will write it now. 

O LIFE! thou lingering dream of grief, of pain, 
And every ill that Nature can fuftain, 

Strange, m1,aablc, aod wjld I 

New 
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Now flattering wi1h Hope moft fair, 
Deprefiing now with fell Defpair, 

The nurfe of Guilr', the flave of Pride, 
That, like a wayward child, 

Who, to himfclf a foe, 
Sees joy alone in what's denied, 

In what is granted, woe ! 

0 thou poor, feeble, fleeting pow'r, 
By Vice feduc'd, by Folly woo'd, 
By Mis'ry, Shame, Remorfe, purfo'd; 
And as thy toilfome Reps proceed, 
Seeming to Youtb the fairefl Row'r, 
Proving to Age 1he r:rnkeft we-ed, 

A gilded, but a bitter pill, 
Of varied, great, and complicated ill! 

Thefe lines are harlh, but they indicate 
an internal wrerchednefs which, 1 own, af­
fects me. Surely this young man mu(t be 
involved in misfortuni:s of no common na­
ture: but I cannot imagine what can in­
duce him tO remain with this unfeeling fa­
mily, where he is moft unworthily de­
fpifed for being poor, and moll: illiberally 
detefte<l for being a Scocchman. He may. 
indeed, have motives, which he cannot fur­
mount, for fubmitting to fuch a !ituation. 
Whatever they are, I moll: heartily pity 
him, and cannot but with it were in my. 
power to afford him fome relief. 

During this converfation, Mr. Smith's 
foot•boy came to Mifs Rranghton, and 

informed 
5 
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informed.her, that his ma!1:er faid fl1e might 
have the room now when fhe liked it, for 
that he was prefently going out. 

This very genteel meJfage, though it per­
fectly fatisfied the Mifs Branghtom, by no 
means added to my defire of being intro­
duced to this gentleman: and upon their 
rifing, with intention to accept his offe~, I 
begged they would excuft.: my attendrng 
them, and faid I would fie with Madame 
Duval till the tea was ready. 

I therefore once more went up two pair 
of ftairs, with young Branghton, who in­
{ifred upon accompanying me; an d there we 
remained, till Mr. Smith's foot-boy fum ­
moned us co tea, when I followed Madame 
D1Jval into the dining-room. 

The Mifs Branghtons were (c."ated at one 
window, and Mr. Smith was lolling indo­
lently out of the other. They all ap­
p roached us at our entranct:', and Mr. 
Smith, probably to fhew he was mall:er of 
the apartment, moit officioufly handed me 
to a great chair, at the upper end of the 
room, wi thout taking any not ice of Ma­
dame Duvaf, till I role and offered her my 
own fear. 

Leaving the refl:: of the company to 
entertain themfelves, he, very abruptly, be­
gan to addretS himielf to me, in a fryle of 
gallantry equally new and dilagreeable to 

me. 



88 EVE L 1 NA.' 
me. It is true, no man can poffibly pay 
me greater comp1iments, or make more 
fine fpeeches, than Sir Clement Willough­
by, yet his language, rhough too flowery, 
is always that of a gendcman, and his ad. 
drefs and manners are fo very fuperior to 
thofe of the inhabitants of this houfe, that 
to make any comparifon between him and 
Mr. Smith would be extremely unjufl-. 
This latter feems very defirous of appear .. 
ing a man of gaiety and fpirir; but his 
,·ivacity is fo low-bred, and his whole be .. 
haviour fo forward and difagreeablt, chat 
I fhould prefer the company of dul/11,fs it­
frlf, even as that godclefs is clcCcribed by 
Pope, to that of this fprightly young m,1.n. 

He m:ide many apologies that he had 
not lent his room for our dinner, which, 
he faid, he iliould certainly have done, had 
he feen me firfl:; and he affured me, chat 
when I came again, he lhould be very glad 
to oblige me. 

I told him, and with finccricy, chat every 
part of the houfe was equally indifferent to me. 

" Why, Ma'am, the trmh is, Mifs Biddy 
and Polly take no care of any rhing, elfr, 
]'m fure, they lhould be always wdcome 
to my room; for I'm never fo happy as, 
in obliging the Iadies,-that's my charac­
ter, Ma'am ;-bur, really, the lalt time 

1hey 
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they had it, every thing was made fo 
greafy and fo nafty, that, upon my word, 
to a man who willies to have things a little 
genteel, it was quite cruel. Now, as to 
you, Ma'am, it's quite another thing; 
for I lhould not mind if every thing I 
had was fpoilt, for the fake of having 
the pleafure to oblige you ; and, I affure 
you, M·a'am, it makes me quite happy, 
that I have a room good enough to receive 
you." 

Tl:is elegant fpeech was followed by 
many others, fo much in the fame fiyle, 
that to write them would be foperfluous ; 
and, as he did not allow me a moment to 
fpeak to any other perfon, the reft of the 
~vening was confumed in a painful attention 
to this irkfome young man, Who feemed to 
intend appearing before me to the utmoft 
advantage. 

Adieu, my dear Sir. I fear you will be 
lick of reading about this family: yet I 
muft write of them, or not of any, fince I 
mix with no other. Happy lhall I be, 
when I quit them all, and again return to 
Berry Hill I 

LETTER 
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LETTER XII. 

Evelina in continuation, 

June 10th. 

T H IS morning, Mr. Smith called, on 
purpoft, he faid, to oftt:r me a ticket 

for the next Hamp!tead alfembly. I 
thanked him, but ddired co be excufed 
accepting it ; he WOllld not, however, be 
denied, nor anfwered ; and, in a manner 
both vehement and free, prelfed and urged 
his offer till I was wearied to death : but, 
when he found me refolute, he feemed 
thunderrl:ruck with amazemenr,and thought 
proper to de/ire I would tell him my rea­
fons. 

Obvious as they mutt, furely, have been 
to any other perfon, they were fuch as I 
knew not how to repeat to him; and, 
when he found I heCtrattd, he faid, " In­
deed, Ma'am, you an:: coo moddl:; I affore 
you the ticket is quite at your fervice, and 
I /hall be very happy to dance with you; 
fo pray don't be fo coy." 

H Indeed, Sir," returned I, " you a·re 
mi!taken; I never fuppofed you would of­
fer a ticket, without wifhing it ihould be 
acce-pted; but it would anfwer no purpofe 
to mention the reafons which make me de-

cline 
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dine it, fince they cannot poffibly be re­

moved." 
This fpeech feemed very much to mor­

tify him, which I could not be concerned 
at, as I did not chufe to be treated by him 
with fo much freedom. When he was, at 
lafi:, convinced that his application to me 
was ineffdl:ual, he addreffed himfdf to Ma­
dame Duval, and begged fhe would inter­
fere in his favour, offaing, at the fame 
time, to procure anothtr ticket for herfelf. 

" Ma Joi, Sir," anfwcred lhe, angrily, 
" you might as well have had the cornplai. 
fance to afk me before, for, I affure you, I 
don't approve of no fuch rudenefs : how­
ever, you may keep your tickets to your­
fclf, for we don't want none of 1c:m." 

This rebuke almoft overfet him ; he 
made many apologies, and faid that he 
lhould certainly have firft applied to her, 
but that he had no notion the ;•otmf lady 
would have refufed him, and, on the con­
trary, had concluded that !he would have 
affilted him to perfuade Madame Duval 

herfelf. 
This excufe appe,fed her; and he plead­

ed his caufe fo fuccefsfully, that, co my 
great chagrin, he gained it: and Madame 
Duval promifed that fhe would go herfelt: 
and take me to the Hampltead affembly, 
whenever he pleafed. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Smith then, approaching me with 

:tn air of triumph, faid, " Well, Ma'am, 
now, I think, you can't poffibly keep to your denial.,, 

I made no anlwer, and he foon took 
leave, though not till he had fo wonderfully 
gained the favour of Madatne Duval, that 
1he declared, when he was gone, he was the 
prettieft young man !he had fcen fince !he 
came to England. 

As Coon as I could find an opporrnnity, 
I ventured, in the moll humble manner, co 
entreat Madame Duval would not infift 
upon my attending her to this ball ; and 
rcprefented to her, as well as I was able, 
the impropriety of my accepting any pre­
font from a young man fa entirely unknown 
to me: but {he Jaughcd at my fcruples, 
called me a foolilb, ignorant country girl, 
and faid !he lhoul<l make it her bufinefs to 
teach me fomething of the world, 

This ball is to be next week. I am fure 
it is not more improper for, than unpleafant 
to me, and I will ufe every ioffib1e endea. 
vour to avoid it. Perhaps may apply to 
Mifs Branghcon for advice, as I believe !he 
will be willing to affift me, from difiiking

1 equally with myfelf, that I !hould dance 
with Mr, Smith, 

0, my 
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July 11th, 

0, my dear Sir ! I have been fhocked to 
death ;-and yet, at the fame time,delighted 
beyond expreflion, in the hope that I have 
happily been the inftrument of faving a hu­
man creature from deftruction ! 

This morning, Madame Duval faid lhe 
would invite the Branghron family to re­
turn our vifit to-morrow; and, not chufing 
to rife herfelf,-for lhe generally fpends the 
morning in bed,-fhe defired me to wait 
upon them with her meffage. M. Du Bois, 
who jull: then called, infill:ed upon attending 
me. 

Mr. Branghton was in the fhop, and told 
us that his fon and daughters were out; 
but defired me to ftep up ftairs, as he very 
foon expected them home. This I did, 
leaving M. Du Bois below. I went into 
the room where we had dined the day be­
fore, and, by a wonderful chance, I hap­
pened fo to feat myfelf, that I had a view 
of the ftairs, and yet could not be feen from 
them. 

In about ten minutes time, I faw, paffing 
by the door, with a look perturbe<l and 
affrighted, the fame young man I men­
tiont:d in my laft letter. Not heeding, as 
l fuppofe, how he went, in turning the cor ... 

ner 
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ner of the ftairs, which are narrow and 
winding, his foot nipped, and he fell, but 
almoft inftantly riung, I plainly perceived 
the end of a piftol, which ftarted from his 
pocket, by hitting againil: the il:airs. 

I was inexpreffibly iliocked. All that I 
had heard of his mifery occurring to my 
memory, made me conclude, that he was, 
at chat very moment meditating fuicide J 
Struck with the dreadful idea, all my 
ftrengch feemed co fail me. He moved on 
now ly, yet I foon loft Gght of him; I 
fat motionlefs with terror; all power of 
altion forfook me ; and I grew almoft ftiff 
with horror: till recollecting that it was yet 
poffible co prevent the fatal deed, all my 
faculties feemed to return, with the hope of 
faving him. 

My firft thought was co fly to Mr. 
Branghron, but J feared that an inftant of 
time loll:, might for ever be rued ; and 
therefore, guided by the impulfe of my 
:ipprehenfions, as well as I was able, I fol­
lowed him up ftairs, ftepping very foftly, 
and obliged to fupport myfelf by the ba­
nifters. 

When I came within a few ftairs of the 
landing-place, I 11:opped, for I could then 
fee into hi, room, as he had not yet fhut 
the door, 

He 
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He had put the piftol upon a table, and 
had his hand in his pocket, whence, in a 
few moments, he took out another: He 
then emptied fomething on the table from 
a ftnall leather bag; after which, taking up 
both tht; piftols, one in e1ch hand, he dropt 
haftily upon his knees, and called our, '' 0 
God !-forgive me In 

In a moment, ftre ngth, and courage feem­
ed lent me as by infpiration: I ftarted, and 
rufbing precipitately into the room, juft 
caught his arm, and then, overcome by 
my own fears, I fell down at his fide, 
breathlefs and fenfdefs. My recovery, how­
ever, was, I believe, almoft inftantaneous i 
and then the fight of this unhappy man, 
regarding me with a look of unutterable 
aftonifhmenr, mixed with concern, prefently 
reftored to me my recollection. I arofe, 
though with difficulty; he did the fame; 
the p i!lols, as I foon faw, were both on the 
floor. 

Unwi11ing to leave them, and, indeed, 
too weak to move, I leant one hand on the 
table, and then ftood perfeclly frill : while 
he, his eyes caft wildly towards me, feerned 
too infini [ely amazed to be capable of either 
fpeech or action. 

I believe we were fame minutes in this 
extraordinary fituarion; but as fny ftrength 
returned, I felt myfelf both. a!hamed and 

awkward, 
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awkward, and moved towards the door; 
Pale, and motionlefs, he fuffered me to pafs, 
without changing his pofture, or uttering a 
fyllable; and, indeed, 

He look'd a bloodlela image of def;air ! • 

When I reached the door, I turned 
round; I looked fearfully at the pil1:ols, 
and, impelled by an emotion I could noc 
reprefs, I haUily 11:epped back, with an in­
tention of carrying them away: but their 
wretched owner, µerceiving my delign, 
and recovering from his aftonifhment, dart­
ing fuddenly down, feized them both him­
(elf. 

Wild with fright, and fcarce knowing 
what I did, 1 caught, almoft involuntarilv, 
hold of both his arms, and exclaimed, 
~' 0 Sir! have mercy on yourfelf !" 

The guilty pil1:ols fell from his hands, 
which, dili:ngaging from me, he fervently 
clafped, and cried, " Sweet Heaven, is this 
thy angel t' 

Eocouraged by fuch gentlenefs, I agair> 
attempted to take the piftols, but, with a 
look half frantic, he again prevented me, 
faying, "What would you do?" 

u Awaken you," I cried, with a cou ... 

• Pope's Iliad. 

rage 
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raoe I now wonder at, " to worthier 
th~ughts, and refcue you from perdition." 

I then feized the pill:ols ; he faid not a 
word,-he made no effort to fiop me ; - I 
glided quick by him, and tottered down 
Hairs, ere he had recovered fro1rt the ex~ 
tremeft amazement. 

The moment I reached again the room 
I had fo fearfully lefr, .J threw away the 
pill:ols, and flinging myfelf on ,he firll: 
chair, gave free vent to the feelings I had 
moll: painfully f\ifled, in a violent burll: of 
tears, which,. indeed, proved a happy relief 
to me. . _ 

In this fituation I remained fame time; 
but wher., at length, I lifted up my heed, 
the firll: object I faw was the ppor man who 
had occafioned my terror, ftanding, as if pe­
trified, at the door, nnd gazing at me with 
eyes of wild wonder, 

I ll:arted from the chair, but trembled 
fo exceflively, that I almoft inf\antly fcnk 
again into it. He then, though without 
advancing, and in a faltering voice, fa1d, 
'' Whoever, or whatever you are, relieve 
me, I pray you, from the fufpenfe under 
which my foul labours-and tell me if in­
deed I do not dream ! ,, 

To this addrefs, fo fingular and fo fo. 
lemn, I had not then the prdence of mind 
to frame any anfwer: but, as I prefently 

VoL, II. E perceived 
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perceived that his eyes turned from me t.o 
the piftols, and that he feemed to intend 
regaining them, I exerted all my fircngth, 
and faying, " 0 for Heaven's fake for­
bear J" I rofe and took them myfclf. 

"Do my fenft:s deceive me!,, cried he, 
." do I live-? and do you?" 

As he fpoke, he advanced towards me! 
and I, fiill guarding the piftols, retreated, 
faying, "No, no-you muft not-rnuft not 
have them!.,_ 

" Why~for whnc p-urpofe, tell me!­
.do you withhold them ? "-

" To give you time to thi11k, - to favc 
you from erernal mifery,-and, I hope, to 
referve you for mc::rry nnd forgivcnefs." 

"\.Yonderfol ! " cried he, with uplifted 
hands and c:yes, " moft wonch:rful ! " 

For fome time, he feemed wrapped in 
rlerp th0l1ghr, till a fudden noifc of rongues 
below announcing the approach of the 
Hr:inghrnns, made him flare from his re­
verie: he fprung haftily forw.trd,-dropt 
on one ~nee,-caught hold of my gown, 
which he prelfed to his lips, aod then, 
quick as lightning, he rofi:, and flew up 
ihirs to his own room. 

'I'htre was fomething in the whole of 
this extraordinary and fhocking adventure, 
really too affecting to be borne; and fo en­
Prt)y had I fpent my fpirits and e,xhau!ted 

my 
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my courage, that, before the Bra•ghtons 
reached me, I had funk on the ground, 
without fenfe or motion. 

I believe I mull: have been a very horrid 
fight to chem, on their entrance into the 
room; for, to all appearance, I feeme<l to 
have fulfered a violent death, either by my 
own rafhnefs 1 or the cruelty of fome mur­
<lerer ; as the pi!l:ols had fallen clofe by my 
lide. 

How foon I recovered, I know not, but 
probably I was more indebted tO the loud­
nefc;; of their cries, than to their aaift.mce; 
for they all concluded that I was dead, and, 
for _fome time, did not make any effort to 
revive me. 

Scarcely could I recolleB: where, or, in­
deed what I was, ere they poured upon 
me fuch a torrent of queftions and enqui­
ries, that I was almoft fl:unned with thei r 
vocifrration. :However, as foon and as well 
as I was able, I endeavoured to facisfy their 
curiofity, by recounting what had happen­
ed as clearly as was in my power. They 
all looked aghaft at the recital, bur, not 
being well enough to enter into any difcuf­
fions, I beg~ed co have a chair called, and 
to return inttantly home. 

Before I left them, I recommended, wi~h 
great earnefrnefs, a vigilant obforvance of 
their unhappy lodger, and that they would 

E 2 t.kc 
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take c~re to keep from him, if poffible, all 
means of felf-delhucl:ion. 

M. Du Bois, who feemed extremely con­
cerned at my indilpolition, walked by the 
lide of the chair, and faw me fafe to my 
own apartment. 

The rafhnefs and the mifery of this ill­
fated young man, engrofs all my thoughts. 
If, indeed, he is bent upon deftroying him­
felf, all efforts to fave him will be fruitlefs. 
How much do I wifl1 it were in my power 
to difcover the nature of the malady which 
thus maddens him, and co offer or to pro~ 
cure alleviation to his fufferings ! I am fure, 
my deareft Sir, you will be much concerned 
for this poor man ; and were you here, I 
doubt not but you would find fome method 
of awakening him from the error which 
blinds him, and of pouring the balm of 
peace and comfort into his affiicl:ed foul I 

LETTER 
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L E T T E R XIII. 

Evelina in continuation. 

Holborn, June 13th. 

Y ESTERDAY all rheBranghtons dined 
here. 

Our converfation was almoft wholly con­
cerning the adventure of the day before. 
Mr. Branghton faid, that his fir!t thocghc 
was inil:antly to turn his lodger out of doors, 
"left," continued he-, '' his killing him­
felf in my houfe, fhould brin& me into any 
trouble ; but then, I was afraid I fhould 
never get the money he owes me, wherea-s, 
if he dies in my houfe, I have a right to all 
he leaves behind him, if he! goes off in my 
debt. Indeed, I would put him in prifon, 
-but what fhould I gee by that? he could 
not earn any thing there to pay me. So I 
confidered about it fome time, and then I 
determined to afk. him, point-blank, for 
my money out of hand. And fo I did, 
but he told me he'd pay me next week : 
however, I gave him co underftand, that, 
though I was no Scotchman, yet I did noc 
like to be over.reached any more than he.; 
fo then he gave me a ring, which, to my 
certain knowledge, mull be worth ten gui~ 
neas, and told me he would not part with 

E 3 it 
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it for his life, and a good deal more foch 
fort of fluff, but that I might keep it till 
he could pay me/' 

" le is ten to one, Father," faid young 
Branghton, " if he came fairly by it." 

"Very likdy not," anfwered he, '' but 
that will make no great difr"'erence; for- I 
Jhall be able to prove my right to it all 
one." 

What principles ! I could hardly !lay in 
the room. 

" I'm determined," faid the fon," I'll 
take f"ome opportunity to affront him foon, 
now I know how poor he is, becaufe of the 
airs he gave himfelf to me when he firfr 
c:i.me." 

" And pray how was that, child I" faid 
Madame Duval. 

H Why you never knew fuch a fofs in 
your life as he made, becaufe, one day at 
dinner, I only happened to fay, that I fup­
pofed he had never got fuch a good meal 
Jn his life, before he came to England : 
there he fell in fuch a paffion as you can't 
think ; bur, for my part, I took no notice 
of it, for to be fore, thinks I, he muft needs 
be a gentleman, or he'd never go to be ro· 
angry about it. However, he won't put 
his tricks upon me again, in a hurry." 

" Well," faid Mirs Polly, " he's grown 
quite another creature rn what he wa¾ anrl 

he 
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l\.e does n't run aw.iy from us, nor hide 
himfelf, nor any thing; and he's as civil as 
can be, and he's always in the fl1op, and he 
faumers abom the {hi,irs, o.nd he looks at 
every body as comes in." 

,~ Why you may fee what he's afcer plain 
enough," faid Mr. Branghtoff; '~ he wants 
to fee Mifs again." 

" I-la, ha, ha! Lord, how I 01oul<l laugh," 
faid the fon, "if he fhould have fell in love 
with Mifs !" 

" I'm fore," faid Mifs Branghton," Mifs 
is welcome; but, for my part, I Jhould be 
quite afhamed of fuch a beggarly con­
queO:." 

Such was the converfation till tea-time, 
,vhen the appearance of Mr. Smith gave a 
new -turn to the difcourfe. 

Mifs Branghton defired me to remark 
with what a finarr air he entered the room, 
and afkcd me if he had not very much a 
fUa!ity look?" 

" Come," cried he, advancing to us, 
" you ladies muft not fit together; where­
ever I go, I always make it a rule to part 
t-he ladies." 

And then, handing Mifs Brangl1ton to 
the next chair, he feated himfelf between 
\1S, 

." Well, now ladies, I think we !it very 
E 4 well. 
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wt]!. What fay you ? for my part, I think 
tt was a very good motion." 

' ' lf my coufin likes it," faid l\.1ils 
Branghton, '' I'm fure I've no objec­
tion." 

u 0," cried he," I always fl:udy what che 
ladies like,-that's my firft thought. And, 
indt::e<l, it is but natural that you fhould 
J:ke beft to fit by the gentlemen, for what 
can }'OU find to fay to one another?,, 

" Say ? " cried young Branghton, " 0, 
never you think of that, they'll find enough 
to fay, I'll be fworn. You know the women 
are never tired of talking." 

" Come, come, Tom," faid Mr. Smith, 
" don't be fevc re upon the ladies; when 
l 'm by, you know, I always take their 
part." 

Soon after, when Mifa Branghton offered 
me fame cake, this man of gallantry faid, 
" Well , if I was that lady, I'd never take 
any- thing from a woman.,, 

"Why not, Sir?,, 
" Becaufe I lhould be afraid of being 

poifoned for being fo handfome." 
" \¥ho is fevere upon the ladies now!" 

fai<l I. 
" Why, really, Ma'am, it was a Oip of 

the tongue; I did not intend to fay fuch 
a thing; but one can't always be on one's 
guard.'~ 

Soon 
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Soon after, the converfation turning upon 
·public places, young Branghton afked if 
I had ever been to George's at Hamp­
ftead ?" 

" Indeed I never heard the place men­
tioned." 

"Didn't you, Mifs?" cried he eagerly, 
" why then you've a deal of fun to come, 
I'll promife you ; and, I tell you what, 
I'll treat you there fome Sunday foon. So 
now, Bid and Poll, be fore you don't tell 
Mifs about the chairs, and all that, for 
I've a mind to furprife her i and if I pay, 
I think I've a right to have it my own 
way." 

"George's at I-Iampitead !"repeated Mr. 
Smith, contemptuouOy, "how came you to 
think the young Lady would like to go to 
foch a low place as that! Bur, pray Ma'am, 
have yon ever been co Don Salcero's at 
Chelfea?" 

"No, Sir." 
"No 1-:iay, then, I mufl: infill: on hav. 

ing the pleafure of condutting you there 
before long. I alfure you, Ma'am, many 
genteel people go, or elfe, I give you my 
word, I fhould not recommend it." 

"Pray, Coufin, faid Mr. Brano-hton, 
~' have you been at Sadler's Wells y~ ?', 

u No, Sir." 
~'No! why then you've feen nothing!" 

E 5 ~~ .Pray, 
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"Pray, Mifs," faid the fon, " how do 
you like the Tower of London?,, 

'' I have never been to it, Sir." 
" Goodnt:ls ! ,, exclaimed he, " not feen 

the Tower I-why may be you ha'n't b«n 
o' top of rhe Monument, neither?,, 

"No, indeed, I have not." 
" Why then you might as well not havt: 

come to London, for aught I fee, for you'va 
been no whae." 

'~ Pray, Mifs," faid Polly, " have you 
been all ova Paul's Church> yet?" 

"No, Ma'am." 
" Well, bur, Ma'am," faid Mr. Smith,. 

" how do you like Vauxhall and Mary,. 
bone?" 

" I never faw eirher, Sir.' ► 
"No-God blefs me !-you really fur. 

prife me,-why Vauxha!J is the firlt plea­
:(ure in li fe !-1 koow nothing like it.­
Well, Ma'am, you mu!t have been with 
ftrange people, indeed, not to have taken 
you to Vaux hall. Why you ha.ve feen no­
thing of London yet.-However., we muft 
try if we can't make you amends." 

In the cour1Cofthis catechifm, many othen 
places were mentioned, of which I have for:­
gotten the name:;; but the looks of furprize 
,and contnript that rn_y_ repeated negatives 
rncurred, wert vc:ry divenrng. 
~ Comt:," faid tvlr. Smith, after tea, ' '- as 

this 
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this Lady has been with fuch a queer fet of 
people, let's fhew her the difference; fup­
pofe we go fomewhere to-night !-I Jove to 
do things with fpirit ! - Come, Ladies, 
where !hall we go? For my part, I fhould 
like Foote's,-but the Ladies mufl: chufe; I 
never fpeak myfelf." 

'' Well, Mr. Smith is always in fuch 
fpirits ! " faid Mifs Branghton. 

" Why yes, Ma'am, yes, thank God, 
pretty good fpirits; -I have not yet the 
cares of the world upon me, - I am not 
married,-ha, ha, ha, -you'll excufe me, 
Ladies,-but I can't help laugh ing!-" 

No objection being made, to my great 
relief, we all proceeded to the littlt: theatre 
in the H-aymarker, where I was extremely 
entertained by the performance of the Minor 
and the Commiffary. 

They all returned hither to fupper. 

LETTER XlV. 

Evelina in continuation. 

June 15. 

Y ESTERDAY- morning, M adame 
Duval again fem me to Mr. Brano h .. 

ton's)attended by t\-1.Dll Bois, to make fo~ne 
E 6 pany 
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party for the evening; becaufe fhe had had 
the vapours the preceding day, from ftay­
ing at home. 

As I entered the fhop, I perceived the 
unfortunate North Briton, feated in a cor­
ner, with a book in his hand. He cart 
his melancholy eyes up as we came in, 
and, I believe, immediately recollected my 
face, for he ftarted and changed colour. I 
delivered Madame Duval's meffage to Mr. 
Branghton; who told me I fhould find 
Polly up ftairs, but that the others were 
gone out. 

Up ftairs, therefore, I went; and feated 
on a window, with Mr. Brown at her f1de, 
fat Mifs Polly. I felt a little awkward at 
difturbing them, and much more fo, at 
their behaviour afterwards; for, as foon as 
the common enquiries were over, Mr. 
Brown grew fo fond, and fo foolifh, that 
I was extremely difgufted. Polly, all the 
.rime, only rebuked hint with " La, now, 
Mr. Brown, do be quiet, can't you ?-you 
fhould not behave fa before company.­
,vhy now what will Mifs think of me?" 
-while her looks plainly !hewed not merely 
the pleafure, but the pride which !he took 
in his carelfes. 

I did not, by any means, think it ne­
cdfary to punifh myltlf by wirneffing their 
tendernels, and, therefore, telling them I 

would 



E V E L I N A. 109 

would fee if Mifs Branghton were returned 
home, I foon left them, and again defcended 
into the !hop. 

"'So, Mifs, you've come again," faid Mr. 
Branghton," what,! fuppofe, you've a mind 
to fit a little in the !hop, and fee how the 
world goes, hay, Mifs?" 

I made no anfwer; and M. Du Bois in­
lhnt!y brought me a chair. 

The unhappy !!:ranger, who had rifen at 
my entrance, again feated himfelf; and, 
though his head leant towards his book, I 
could not help obferving, that his eyes 
were moft intently and earneftly turned to­
wards me. 

M. Du Bois, as well as his broken Eng­
lifh would allow him, endeavoured to en­
tertain us, till the return of Mifs Branghton 
and her brother. 

" Lord, how tired I am ! " cried the 
former," I have not a foot to ftand upon.'' 
And then, without any ceremony, fhe flung 
herfelf into the chair from which I had 
rifen to receive her. 

" You tired! 11 faid the brother, " why 
then what muft I be, that have walked 
twice as far?" And, with equal policenefs, 
he paid the fame compliment to M. Du 
Bois which his lifter had done to me. 

Two chairs and three !tools completed 
the furniture of the !hop, and Mr. Brangh-

3 ton, 
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ton, who chofe to keep His' own feat him~ 
frlf, deGred M. Du Bois to take another; 
and then, feeing that I was without any-, 
oalled ou.c to the ft"ranger, " Come, Mr •. 
Macartm.·y, lend LlS your fiool." 

Shocked at their rudenefs, J• declined the 
offer, and approaching Mffs Branghton, faid, 
"If you will be fo good as to make room 
for me on your chair, there will be no oc::. 
cafion to difturb that g~ntleman." 

0 
Lord, what fignifies that?" cried the 

brother, " he has had his fuare of fitting,. 
I'll be fworn," 

" 'And if he has not," faid the fiil:er, '' he 
has a chair up ftairs; and the fhop is our 
own, 1 hope." 

This groffnefs fo much difgu!ted me, tliac 
l took the ftool, and carrying it back co Mr •. 
Macartney rnyfelf, I returned him thanks; , 
as civilly as I could, for his p6litene.fs, but, 
faid that I had· rather !tand. 

He looked at me as if unaccuilomed ' to , 
fuch attention, bowed very refpectfully, but 
neither fpoke, nor yet made ule of iti 

I foon found that I was an object of de­
rJlion co all prelent, except M, Du Bbis, . 
and, therefor~, l begged Mr. Brano-hton• 
would give me an anfwer for Madam~ Du- ­
val, as I was in hafte to return. 

H Well, then, Tom,-Biddy,-where 
have you a mind to go to-night? your 

Aunt 
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' Aunt and Mifs want to be abroad ancf 
amongfi: chem." 

" Why then, Papa," faid Mifs Brangh .... 
ton, we'H go to Don Saltero's. Mr. Smith 
likes that place, fo may be he'll go along 
with us." 

"No,.no," faidthefon," I'm for White~ 
Conduit Houfe; fo let's go there_,,. 

"White-Conduit Houfe, indeed!" cried 
his lifter, " no, Tom, that: I won't.,, 

~, Why then kt it alone; nobody wants 
your company ;-we lhall do as well w.ith, 
out you, Pll be fworn,. and better too.'' 

'' I'll tell you what, Tom, if you don't 
bold your tongue, I'll make you repent it, 
-that I affure you." 

Jufl: then, Mr. Smith came into the· 
fhop, which he feemed to intend paffiRig 
through ; but when he faw me, he ftopped , 
and began a mo!t courteous enquiry after. 
my health, protefl:ing that, had he known 
1 was there, he fhould have c.ome down 
fooner. " But, blefs me, Ma"am," added 
he, " what is the reafon yoll fl:and ?" and 
tht:n he flew to bring me the feat. from 
which I had jufl: parted, 

u Mr. Smtth, you are come in very good 
tjme:," faid Mr. Branghton, 0 to end a dif .. 
pute between my Ion and daughter, about 
where they fiull all go to-night." 

" 0 fie, Tom,-d1fpute with a lady,!!' 
cried 
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cried Mr. Smith, "Now, as for me, I'm 
for where you will, provided this young 
Lady is of the party,-one place is the 
fame as another to me, fo that it be but 
aoreeable to the ladies,-! would go any 
w/1ere with you, Ma'am," (to me)" unlefs, 
indeed, it were to church ;-ha, ha, ha, 
-you'll excufe me, Ma'am, but, really, I 
never cou]d conquer my fear of a parfon ; 
-ha, ha, ha,-really, ladies, I beg your 
pardon, for bcin6 fo rude, but I can't help 
laughing for my life!" 

'' I was juft faying, Mr. Smith," faid 
Mifs Branghcon, " chat I fhould like to go 
to Don Saltero's ;-now pray where 01ould 
you like to go?" 

" Why really, Mifs Biddy, you know 
I-always let the ladies decide; I never fiJ< 
any thing myfelf; but I fhould foppofe it 
would be rather hot at the colfee-houfe,­
however, pray Ladies, fe11le it among 
yourfelves,-l'm agreeable to whatever you 
chufe." 

It was eafy for me to difcover, that this 
man, with all his parade of conformity, ob. 
jects to every thing that is not propofed 
by himfelf: but he is fo much admired, by 
this family, for his gm1i/i1y, chat he thinks 
himfelf a complete fine oentleman I 

"Come," faid Mr.Br~nghton, "the belt 
way will be to put it co the vote, and 

thrn 



EVELIN A. 113 

then every body will fpeak their minds. 
Biddy, call Poll clown !tairs, 'Ne'll liart 
fair." 

" Lord, Papa," faid Mifs Branghton,· 
"why can't you as well fend Tom ?-you're 
always fending me of the errands." 

A difpute then enflled, but Mifs Brangh­
ton was obliged to yield. 

When Mr. Brown and Mifs Polly made 
their appearance, the latter uttered many 
complaints of having been called, faying 
file did not want to come, and was very well 
where fhe was. 

"Now, Ladies, your votes,u cried Mr. 
Smith;" and fo, Ma'am," (to me)" we'll 
begin with you. What place lhall you like 
beft ?" and then, in a whifper, he added, 
" I affure you, I lhall fay the fame as you 
do, whether I like it or not." 

J faid, that as I was ignorant what choice 
was in my power, I mu(t beg to hear their 
decifions fir!t. This was relllctantly affented 
to ; and then Mifa Branghcon voted for Sal~ 
tero's Coffee-houfe; her lifter, for a party to 
Mother Red Cap's; the brother, for White­
Conduit Houle; Mr. Brown, for Baenigge 
,veils; Mr. Branghton for Sadler's Wells; 
and Mr. Smith f6r Vauxhall. 

"VVell now, Ma'am," faid Mr. Smith, 
" we have all fpoken, and fo you muli give 

,he 
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the caf\-ing vote. Come, whac will you fi:,.; 
upon?" 

" Sir, 11 anfwered I,. " I was to fpeak 
la)/." 

"Well, Co you will," faid Mi(s Brangh­
ton, " for we've all fpoke firft." 

" Pardon me," returned I, " the voting 
has not yet been quite general/' 

And I looked towards Mr. Macartney. 
to whom I wifhed extremely to ihew chac I 
was noc of che fame brutal nature with chole· 
by whom he was created fo grofsly. 

"Why pray," faid Mr.Branghton," whoi 
have we left out? would you. have the cats, 
and dogs vote ?" 

"No, Sir," cried I, with fame fpirir; 
" l would have that gentleman vote,-if 
indeed, he is not fopcrior co joining our 
party.',. 

They all looked at me, as if they doubted' 
whether or not they had heard me righo: 
but, in a few moments,. their furprize gave­
way to a rude bur.fr of laughter. 

Very much difpleafed, I told M. Du Bois, 
that if he was not ready co go, I would have 
a coach called for myfelf. 

0 . yes, ho faid, he was alway.s ready co at­
tend me. 

Mr. Smith then advancing, attempted to 
take my hand, , and begged me noc to 

leave 
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leave them till I had fettled the evening"• 
plan. 

" I have nothing, Sir," faid I, " to do 
with it, as it is my intention to fray at 
home; and therefore Mr. Brnnghton will 
be fo oood as to fend Madame Duval word 
what Place is fixed upon, when it is con ... 
venient to him." 

And then, making a flight courtefte, I 
left them. 

How much does my difguft for thefe 
people increafe my pity for poor Mr. Ma• 
carmey ! I will not fee them when I can 
avoid fo doing; but I am determined to 
take every opportunity in my power, to 
!hew civility to this unhappy man, whofe 
misfortunes, with this family, only render 
him an object of fcorn. I was, howevers 
very well pleafed with M. Du Bois, wh<>, 
far from joining !n their mirth, exprdfed. 
himfelf extremely lhocked at their ill, 
breeding. 

We had not walked ten yards before we 
were followed by Mr. Smith, who came to 

make excufes, and to affure me they were 
only jaking, and hoped I took nothing ill, 
for, if 1 did, he would make a quarrel of 
it himfelf with the Branghtons, rather than 
I fhould receive any offence. 

I beijged him 'floe to rake any trouble 
a.bout io immatet:ial an affair, and affl:lre<l 

him. 
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him I fhould not myfelf. He was fo offi­
cious, that he would not be prevailed upon 
to return home, till he had walked with us 
to Mr. Dawkins's. 

Madame Duval was very much difpleafet! 
that I brought her fo little fatisfaction. 
'.Vhite-Conduit Houfe was, at !aft, fixed 
upon ; and, notwithfranding my great dil~ 
like of fuch parties and foch places, I was 
obliged to accompany chem. 

Very difagreeable, and much according 
to my expectacious, the- evening proved. 
There were many people all fmart and 
gaudy, and fo pert and low-bred, that l 
could hardly endure being amongft them; 
but the party to which, unfortun.ltely, I 
belonged, feemed all al home. 

LETTER XV. 

Evelina in continuation. 

Holborn, June r7th. 

Y ESTERDAY Mr. Smith carried his 
point, of making a party for Vaux­

hall, confifring of Madame Duval, M. Du 
Bois, all the Branghton~ Mr. Brown, him­
felf,-and me !-for I find all endeavours 

vain 
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vain to efcape any thing which thefe people 
defire I £bould not. 

There were twenty difputes previous to 
our fetting out; firft, as to the time of our 
going: Mr. Branghton, his fon, and youna 
Brown, were for fix o'clock; 3nd all th~ 
ladies and Mr. Smith were for eight ;-the 
latter, however, conquered. 

Then, as to the way we fhould go ; fome 
were for a boat, others for a coach, and Mr. 
Branghton himfelf was for walking: but the 
boat, at length, was decided upon. Indeed 
this was the only part of the expedition that 
was agreeable to me, for the Thames was 
delightfully pleafant. 

The Garden is very pretty, but too for­
mal; I £bould have been better pleafed, 
had it confi!kd lefs of flraight walks, where 

Grove nods at grove, each alley has its brothcx. 

The trees, the numerous lights, and the 
company in the circle round the orcheftra 
make a moO:: brilliant and gay appearance; 
and, had I been with a party lefs difagree­
able to me, I fhould have thought it a 
place formed for animation and pleafure. 
There was a concert, in the coudC of which, 
a hautbois concerto was fo charmingly 
played, that I could have thought mylelf 
upon enchanted ground, had I had fpirits 

more 
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more ,rentle to alfociate wi th. The hautbois 
in the 

0

open air is heavenly. 
Mr. Smith endeavou red to attach him­

felf to me, with fuch officious affiduity, and 
impertinent freedom, that he quite fickened 
me. Indeed, M. Du Bois was the only man 
of the party to whom, voluntarily, I ever 
addrelfed myfelf. He is civil and refpett­
fol, and I have found nobody elfe fo fince 
I left Howard Grove. His Englilh is very 
bad, but I prefer it to [peaking French my­
felf, which I dare not venture to do. I 
converfe with him frequently, both to dif­
engage myfelf from others, and to oblige 
Madame Duval, who is always pleafedwhen 
he is attended to. 

As we were walking about the orchefira, 
I heard a bell ring, and, in a moment, Mr. 
Smith, flying up to me, caught my hand, 
and, with a motion too quick ro be re­
fifted, ran away with me many yards before 
I had breath co afk his meaning, though 
I ftruggled as well as I could to get from 
him. At laft, however, I infilted Llpon 
£topping: u Stopping, Ma'am I" cried he, 
" why, we mu(t run on, or we !hall lofe the 
cafcade.'' 

And then again, he hurried me away, 
mixing with a crowd of people, all running 
with lo much velocity, that I could not 
imagine what had raifed fuch an alarm. 

We 
2 
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~\Ale were foon followed by the re!l: of the 
-party ; and my furprize and ignorance 
proved a fource of diverfion to them all, 
which was not exhaufted the whole evening. 
Young Branghron, in particu lar, laughed 
till he could hardly !1:and. 

The fcene of the -cafrade I thought ex .. 
tremely pretty, and the general effect !1:rlk­
ing and lively. 

But this was not the only furprize which 
was to ·divert them at my expence; for 
they led me about the garden, purpofely to 
enjoy my firfl: fi.e;ht of various other decep­
tions. 

About ten o'clock, Mr. Smith having 
chofen a box in a very confpicuous place, 
we all went co fupper. Much fault was 
found with every thing that was ordered, 
though not a morfel of any thing was left; 
and the dearnefs of the previfions, wich 
conjectures upon what profit was made by 
them, fupplied difcourfe during the whole 
meal. 

W hen wine and cyder were brought, Mr. 
Smith faid, "Now ·let's enjoy ourfelves; 
now is the time, or never. Well, Ma'am, 
and how do you like Vauxhall ?" 

"Like it!" cried young Branghton," why 
110w can ihe help liking it? !he has never 
fecn fuch a place before, that I'll anfwer 
for.'~ 
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" For my part," faid Mifs Branghton, 
~' I like it becaufe ic is not vulgar." 

" This mllft have been a fine treat for 
you, Mifs," faid Mr. Branghton; " why I 
fuppofe you was never fo happy in all your 
life before?" 

I endeavoured to exprefs my fatisfacl:ion 
with fame pleafure, yet I believe they were 
much amazed at my coldnefs. 

" Mifs ought to ftay in town till the laft 
night," faid young Branghton," and then, 
it's my belief: 01e'd fay fomething to it! 
Why, Lord, it's the befl: night of any; 
there's always a riot,-and there the folks 
run abo ut,-and then there's fuch fquealing 
and !quail ing !-and there all the lamps are 
brokt:,-an<l the women run fkimper k am. 
per ;-I declare [ would not take five gui. 
neas to mifs the laft night!" 

I was very g lad when they all grew tired 
of fitting, and called for the waiter to pay 
the bill. The Mifs Branghtons faid they 
would walk on, while the gentlemen fettled 
the account, and aiked me co accompany 
them; which, however, I declined. 

H You girls may do as you pleafe," faid 
Madame Duval, n but as to me, I promife 
you, I Jban't go no where without the gen­
tlemen." 

'.' No more, I fuppofe, will my Co'!fi»," 
faid 
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faid Mifs Branghton, looking reproachfully 
towards Mr. Smith. 

This reflection, which I feared wou Id 
flatter his vanity, made me, moft unfortu­
nately, requeft Madame Duval's perrniffion 
to attend them. She granted it, and away 
we went, having promifed to meet in the 
room. 

To the room, therefore, I would imme­
diately have gone: but the filters agreed 
that they would firft have a lillle pleafure, 
and they tittered, and talked fo loud, that 
they attracted univerfal notice. 

"Lord, Polly," faid the eldeft, "fup:. 
pofe we were to take a turn in the dark 
walks!" 

" Aye, do," anfwered ihe, "and then 
we'll hide ourfelves, and then Mr. Brown 
will chink we are lofl:." 

I remonfirated very warmly againft this 
plan, celling chem chat it would endanger 
our miffing the reft of the parry all the 
evening. 

"0 dear," cried Mifs Branghton, " I 
thought how uneafy Mifs would be, with­
out a beau!" 

This impertinence I did not think worth 
anfwering; and, quite by compulfion, I fol~ 
)owed them down a long alley, in which 
there was hard)y any light. 

VoL. II. F By 
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By the time we came near the encl, a 
large parcy of gentlemen, apparently very 
rjarnus, and who were hallooing, leaning on 
one another, and laughing immoderately, 
feemed to ru!h fuddenly from behind fome 
trees, and, meeting us face to face, put 
their .arms at their fides, and formed a kind 
of circle, which firfl: flopped our proceed­
ing, and then our retreating, for we were 
prefently entirely inclofed. The Mifs 
Branghtons fcreamed aloud, and I was 
frightened exceedingly : our fcreams were 
nnfwered with burfls of laughrer, and, for 
fome minutes, we were kept prifoners, till, 
at !all:, one of them, rudely feizing hold of 
me, faid I was a pretty 1ittle crearnre. 

Terrified to death, I firuggled with fuch 
vehernence to difengage myfelf from him, 
that I fucceecled, in fpitc of his efforts to 

detain me; and immedia1tly, and with a 
fwifrntts which frar only could have given 
me, I flt:w rather than ran tip the walk, 
hoping to fecure my faft'ty by returning ro 
the lights and company we had fo fool,!hly 
loft: but before I could poffibly accomplilh 
my purpofe, I was met by another party of 
men, one of whom placed himfdf fo direfr­
ty in my way, calling our, "Whither fo 
fail, my love ?"-that I could only have 

vroceeded, by running into J1is arms. 
fo 
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ln o moment, both my hands, by dif­
ferent perfons, were caught hold of ; and 
•one of them, in a moft familiar manner, 
1defired, when I ran next, to accompany me 
in a race; while the reft of the party ftood 
ftill and laughed. 

I was almoft diftracl:ed with terror, and 
.fo breathlefs with running, that I co~ld 
not fpeak, till another advancing, faid, I 
was as handfome as an angel, and ck fired to 
be of the party, I then juft articulated, 
" For Heaven's fake, Gentlemen, lee me 
pafs !" 

Another, then, ru01ing fuddenl y forward, 
exclaimed," Heiven and earth! what voice 
is that?-" 

" The voice of the prettieft little acl:refs 
I have feen this age," anfwered one of my 
perfecutors. 

"No,-no,-no,-'' I panted our, "I 
am no ac!:rels,-pray let me go,-pray let 
me pafs-." 

'' By all that's facred," cried the fame 
voice, which [ then knew for Sir Clement 
Willoughby"s, u 'tis herfdf !" 

"Sir Clement Willoughby!" cried I. 
"0 Sir, affi{l-,ffi{t me-or I fhall die with 
terror!-" 

" Gentlemen," cried he, difen~aging 
them all from me in an in{hnt, 'pray 
leave this lady to me." 

F • Loud 
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Loud laughs proceeded from every mouth, 
and two or eh rec faid, " Willoughby haJ all 
the luck!" But one of them, in a paffionate 
manner, vowed he would not give me up, 
for that he had the fidl: right to me, and 
would fopport it. 

" You are miftaken,'' faid Sir Clement, 
" this lady is-I will explain myfelf to you 
another time: but, I affure you, you are all 
miftaken." 

• And then, taking my willing hand, he 
led me off, amicllt the loud acclamations, 
laughter, and grofs merriment of his imper­
tinent companions. 

As foon as we had efca~ped from them, 
Sir Clement, with a voice of furprize, ex­
claimed, "My deareft creature, what won­
der, what ftrange revolution, has brought 
you to fuch a fpot as this ?" 

Afhamed of my fituation, and extremely 
mortified to be thus recognized by him, I 
was for fome time filtnt, and when he re~ 
r.eated his qt1eftion, only ftammerecl our, 
'I have,-1 hardly know how,-lo{l myfelf 

from my party.-" 
He caug ht my hand, and eagerly preffing 

it, in a paffionate voice, faid,'" 0 that I had 
fooner met with tht:e !" 

Surpriled at a freedom fo unexpected, I 
angrily brokt from him, faying, H Is this the 
protection you give me, Sir CJemenc ?" 

And 
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And then [ faw, what the pe:tL1rbation 
of my mind had prevented my iooner no­
ticing, that he had led me, though I kn?W 
not how, into another of the dark alleys, m­
ftead of the place whither I meant to go. 

"Good God!" I cried, "where am I? 
-What way are you going?-" 

" Where," anfwered hr, " we fhall be 
leafl: obferved." 

Aftonifhed at this fpeech, I ftoppedfhorr, 
and declared I would go no further. 

" And why nor, my angel ?" again en­
deavouring to take my hand. 

My heart beat with refenm1ent; I pufhed 
him away from me with all my ftrengch, 
and demanded how he dared treat me with 
foch infolence 1 

· " lnfolence ! " repeated he. 
"Yes, Sir Clement, infolence; from you, 

who know me, I had a claim for procection, 
-not to fuch treatment as this." 

"By Heaven," cried he, with warmth, 
"you difhact: me, -why, tell me, - why 
do I fee you here ?-Is this a place for Mifs 
Anville ?-thefc dark wa\k.s !-no p:1rtv t 
-no companion !-by all that's good, I c·an 
fcarce believe my ft:nfes !" 

Extremely offende~ at this fpeccb, 1 
turned angrily from him, and, not, deign .. 
iog to make any an(wer, walked on to-

F 3 wards 
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wards that part of the garden whence I' per­
ceived the lights and company. 

He followed me ; but we were both fome­
time filent. 

" So you will not explain to me your 
fituation ?,, faid he, at length. 

" · No, Sir," anfwercd I, difdainfully. 
"Nor yet-futfer me to make my own 

interpretation?-" 
I could not bear this Change manner of 

fpeaking; it matlc my very foul Jhudder,­
and I burft into tears. 

He flew to me, and at\ually flung him~ 
felf at my feet, as if regardlefs who might 
fee him, faying, " 0 Mifs Anville--love­
lidl: of women-forgive my-my-I be. 
feech you forgive me ;-if l have offended, 
-if I have hurt you-I could k,11 myfelf 
at the thought !-" 

" No matter, Sir, no matter," cried 1
1 ~, if I can but find my friends,-! will ne­

ver fpeak to, nevn fc:e you again !" 
"Good Gud 1- ;ood Heaven !-my dear­

en life, whac 1s ic 1 have done ?-what is it 
I have faid 1-" 

\' You bcll:know, Sir, what and wby;­
but don't holJ me: here,-lec me be gone; 
and <lo you!,, 

0 Not till you forgive me!-1 cannot 
plrtWith you in an.gi.:r.u 

"For 
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" For fbame, for flume, Sir!" cried I 

indignantly, "do you fup'pofe I am to be 

thus compelled 1-do you take advant~ge 

of the abfeuce of my friends, to affront 

me?" 
" No, Madam," cried he, rifing, " I 

would fooner forfeit my life than acl: fo 

mean a part. But you have flung me into 

amazement unfpeakable, and you will not 

condefcend to liften to my requeft of giv­

inq me fome explanation." 
' The manner, Sir," faid I, "in which 

you fpoke that requeft, made, and will 
make me fcorn to anfwer it." 

" Scorn 1-1 will own to you, I ex: 
pecl:ed not fuch difpleafure from Mifs An­

ville." 
" Perhaps, Sir, if you had, you would 

lefs voluntarily have merited it." 
" My deareft lifr, furely it muft be 

known to you, chat the man does not 

breathe, who adores you fo paffionately, fo 
fervently, fo tenderly :is I do !-why then 

Will you ddight in perplexing me ?-in 

keeping me in fufpenfc: -in torturing me 

with doubt ?-" · 
" I, Sir, deli~l1t in perplexing you!­

You are much miil:aken.-Your fufpenfe. 

yourdoub~s, your perpl~xities,-an:of your 
own creating; and bd1cve me, Sir, they 

may offend, but they can never delight me : 
.F 4 :-but, 
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- but, as you have yourfelf raifed, you mufi: yourfelf fatisfy them." 

" Good God ! - that fuch haughtinefs and fuch fweetnefs can inhabit the fame rnanfion !u 
I made no anfwer, but quickening my 

pace, I walked on Jilencly and fullenly ; 
till this malt impetuous of men, fnatch,ing 
my hand, which he grafped with violence, 
befought me to forgive him, with fuch 
earnefinefs of fupplication, that, merely to 
efcape his importunities, I was forced to 
fpeak, and, in fome meafure, to grant the 
pardon he requefi:ed : though it was ac. 
corded with a very ill grace: but, indeed, 1 knew not how to refirt the humility of his 
entreaties: yet never fuall I reco1Jecl: the:: 
occafion he gave me of difpleafure, without feeling it renewed. 

We now foon arrived in the midft of the 
general crowd, and my own fafety being 
then enfured, I grew extremeJy uneafy 
for the Mifs Brane:hrons, whofe danger, 
however imprudently incurred by their own 
folly, I too well knew how to tremble for. 
To this confideration all my pride of heart 
yielded, and I determined to feek my party­
with the utmoft fpeed; though not with .. 
out a fi(lh did I recollect the fruit!efs at­
tem pt I had made, after the opera, of con­
cealing from this man my unfortunate con-

rn:ctions, 
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nections, which I was now obliged to make 
known. 

I haftened, therefore, to the room, with 
a view of fending young Branghton to the 
aid of his Ufters. In a very !hart time, I 
perceived Madame Duval, and the reft, 
lookiog at one of the paintings. I mufr 
own to you, honeftly, my dear Sir, .that 
an involuntary repugnance fcized me, at 
prefenting fuch a fee to Sir Clement,-he 
who had been ufed co fee me in parties fo 
different! - My pace fiackened as I ap­
proached chem, - but they prefencly per­
ceived me. 

"Ah, Mademoifelle !" cried M. Du Bois; 
" f2.Ee je fuiJ charmi de 'UO-UJ voir !" 

,. Pray, Mifs,,, qied Mr. Brown, 
" where's Mifs Polly?'' 

H \iVhy, Mifs, you've been a long while 
gone," faid Mr. Br:rnohron; " we thought 
you'd been loft. Bu~ what have you done 
with your coufins ?" 

I ~efirated, - for Sir Clement regarded 
me w1th a look of wonder. 

" Pardi," cried Madame Duvar, " r 
fha'n't let you leave me again in a hur­
ry. Why, here we've been in fuch a 
fright! - and all the while, I fuppofe, 
you've been thinking nothing about the 
matter.'~ 

F 5 ~ Well," 
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"Wdl," faid yollng Branghton, " aE~ 

long as Mifs is come back, I don'c mindy 
for as to Bid and Poll, they can take care of 
thernfelves. Bue the beet joke is, Mr. Smitl1 
j.5 gone al l about a looking for you." 

Thdt: fpeeches were made almoft all in 
:t breath : but when, ac laft, they waited 
for an an!wer, I cold them, that in walking 
up one of the long alleys, we had bet:n 
fr 1gh1encU and ft·p ,i.r:ued. 

•• The long allt:ys !" repeated Mr. 
BrJnghton, h an<l pray, what haJ you to 
do in d~ long allc..•ys? why, to be fure, 
you mufl all or y<>u have had a mind to be affronced ! ,. 

Thi~ fptech was not more impertinent to 
me, thJn furprifing to Sir Clement, who 
regarded all the party with evident afionifh­
ment. However, I told young Branghton 
that no time ought ro be loft, for that his 
filters might rt:qu1re his immediate protec­tion. 

" Bllt how will they ge-t it?" cried this 
brutal brother; " if thcy.'ve a mind co be­
have in fuch a manner as. chat, they ought 
to protect themfdves; and lo they may for me." · 

H Wdl," foid the fimple Mr. Brown, 
u whether you go or no, J think I m:ly as well Jee after M1fs Polly," 

The 
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The father, then, interfering, infiO:ed 
that his fan fhould accompany him ; and 
away they went. 

I t was now that Madame Duval firft per~ 
ceived Sir C lement; to whom turning with 
a look of great difpleafure, fhe angrily faid, 
" Ma Joi, fo you are corned here, of all the 
people in the world •- I wonder, child, you 
would let fuch a- Cuch a perfan as that keep 
company with you.n 

" I am very forry, Madam," faid Sir 
C lement, in a tone of furprize, " if I have 
been fo unrOrtunare as to offend you; but 
I believe you will not regret the honour I 
now have of attending Mifs Anville, when 
you hear that I have been fa happy as to cfo 
her fome fervice." 

J uft as Madame Duval, with her ufual 
Ma Joi, was beginning to reply, the atten­
tion of Sir Clement was wholly drawn from 
her, by the aepearance of Mr. Smith, who 
coming fuddenlr behind me, and free! y 
putting his hands on my ihouldrrs, cried, 
0 0 ho, my little runaway, have I found ~au 
:it laft? I have been fcampering all over the 
gardens for yoo, for ] was dttermined to 
rind you, if you were above ground._,!_But 
how could you be fo crud as ro leave us?,, 

I turned round to him, and lvoked with 
a degree of contempt that I hoped would 

F 6 h1ve 
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have quieted him; but he had not the fenft: to underftand me; and attempting to take my hand, he added, " Such a de. mure.Jooking lady as you are, who'd have thought of your leading one fuch a dance? -Come, now, don't be fo coy,-only think what a trouble I have had in running after you!" 

" The trouble, Sir," faid I, '' was of your own choice, - not mine." And I walked round to the other lide of Madame Dllval. 
Perhaps I was too proud,-but I could not endure that Sir CJement, whofe eyes followed him with looks of the mo(l: fur­prifed curiolity, fhould witnefs his unwel­come familiarity. 
Upon my removal, he came up to mt>, and, in a low voice, fa.id, "You are not, then, with the Mirvans ?,, 
"No, Sir." 
" And pray-may I alk,-have you left them long?" 
"No, Sir." 
'' How unfortunate I am !-but yefrer . .day I fent to acquaint the Captain I fhould reach the Grove by to-morrow noon I How- · •ver, l fhall get away as faft as poffiblc, Sha!J you be long in town ?'~ 
~~ I believe not, Sir.'~ 

~' And 
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" And then, when you leave it-which 
way-will you allow me to afk, which way 
you lha11 crave! ?,. 

'' Indeed,-! don't know,,, 
" Not know !-But do you return to the 

Mirvans any more ?" 
" 1-1 can't tell, Sir." 
And then, I addreffed myfdf to Madame 

Duval, with fuch a pretended earnefinefs, 
chat he was obliged to be Cilent. 

As he cannot but obferve the oreat 
change in my liruation, which he k;ows 
not how to account for, thc::re is fomerhing 
in all thefe querlions, and this unreflraine<l 
curio!ity, that I did not expeft from a 
man, who when he p!eafes can be fo well­
bred, as Sir Clement Willoughby. He 
feems difpofed to think that the alteration 
in my companions authorifes an alteration 
in his manners. It is true, he has always 
treated me with uncommon freedom, but 
never before with fo difrefpeclful an ab­
rt1ptnefs. This obfervation, which he has 
given me caufe to make, of his changing 
with the tide, has funk him more in my 
opinion, than any other part of his con ... 
duel. 

Yet I could almoft have laughed, when 
I looked at Mr. Smith, who no fooner 
faw me addrdfed by Sir Clement, than, 
retreating aloof from the company, he 

feemed 
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fremed to Jofe at once all his happy felf­fufficiency and conceit ; lookina now at 
the baronet, now at himfelf,. furvcying, 
with forrowful eyer, his drefs, firuck with 
his air, his gcftures, his · eafy gaiety; he 
gazed at him with envious admiration, and 
ftemed himfdf, with confcious inferiority, to lhrink into nothing. 

Soon after, Mr. Brown, runn-i-hg up to us, called am, "La, what, i'n't Mi-ls Polly come yet?" 
'' Com-e !" faid Mr. Btanghton, cc why, I thought you went to fetch her yourfelf, did n'c you ?" 
'' Y-es; but I could n't find -her ;-yet I • dare fay I've been over half the garden.n 
" Half! but why did not you go over it -all?" 
" Why, fo I will: but only I thought 

I'd juft come and fee if lhe was here firft?" 
" But where's Tc m ?0 • 

"Why, I don't know ; for he would 
not ftay with me, all as ever I could fay ; 
for we met fomt: young gentlemen of his acquaintance, and fo lie bid me go and 
look by myfelf, for he faid, fays lie, I can 
divert myfdf better another way, fays he." 

This account being given, away again went this lilly young man I and Mr, 
2 Branghton, 
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lfr:rnghton, extremely inc<nfed, faid he.c 
would go and fee after them himfelf. 

'' So now," cried Madame Duval, "he's 
gone too!· why, at this rate we !hall have 
to wait for one or other of. them all 

night!" 
Obferving that Sir Clement feemed dif. 

pofed to renew his enquiries, I turned to­
wards one of the paintings, and, pretend­
ing to be very much occupied in looking at 
it, afked M. Du Boi• fome que!tions con­
cerning the figures. 

~, 0, Mun Dim!" cried Madame Dllva1, 
" don't afk him ; your beft way is· to afk 
Mr. Smith, for he's been here the ofteneft. 
Come, Mr. Smith, I dare fay, you can tell , 
us all about them." 

" Why, yes, Ma'am, yes," faid Mr. 
Smith, who, brightening up at this applica~­
tion, advanced towards us, with :in air of 
affumed importance, which, however, fat 
very uneaGly upon him,and bei'iged to know 
what he lhould explain fir(t; ' For I have 
attended," faid he, " co all chefe paintings, 
and know every thing in them perfectly 
well; for I am rather fond of pictures, 
Ma'am; and really, I muft fay, I think a 
pretty pifture is a-a very-is really a very 
-is fomething very pretty.-" 

" So do I too," faid M adame Duval, 
~~ but pray now, Sir, tell us who that is 

meant 
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meant for," pointing to a figure of Nep: 
tune. 

H That !-why that, Ma'am, is,-Lord 
blefs me, I can't think how I come to be fo 
fl:upid, but really I have forgot his name,­
and yet, I know it as well as my own, too, 
-however, he's a General, Ma'am, they are 
all Generals." 

I faw Sir Clement bite his lips; and, in­
deed, fo did I mine. 

" Well," faid Madame Duval, "it's the 
oddeil drefs for a General ever I fee!" 

"1-Ie feems fo capital a figure," faid Sir 
Clement to Mr. Smith, " chat I imaoine he 
mull: be Gmeralijjimo of the whole ar~1y." 

'' Yes, Sir, yes," anfwered Mr. Smith, 
refpeclfully bowing, and highly delighted 
at being thus referred to, "you are perfect~ 
ly right,-but I cannot for my life think 
of his name ;-perhaps, Sir, you may re .. 
member it ?" 

"No, really," replied Sir Clement, "my 
acquaintance among the Generals is not fo 
extenfive.,, 

The ironical tone of voice in which Sir 
Clement fpoke, entirely difconcerted Mr. 
Smith: who, again retiring to an humble · 
dillance, feemed ftnJibly mortified at the 
failure of his actempt to recover his can. 
fequence. 

Soon after, Mr, Branghton rett1rned, 
with 
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with his youngefl: daughter, whom he had 
rcfcued from a party of infolent young men; 
but he had not yet been able 10 find the 
cldeft. Mifs Polly was really frightened, 
and declared !he would· never go into the 
dark walk, again. Her father, kaving her 
with us, went in qudt of her li!l:er. 

While fhe was relating her adventures, 
to which nobody liftened more attentively 
than Sir Clement, we faw Mr. Brown enter 
the room. "0 la!" cried MiCs Polly," let 
me hide myfelf, and don't tell him I'm 
come." 

She then placed herfelf behind Madame 
Duval, in fuch a manner that !he could not 
be feen. 

"So Mifs Polly is not come yet!" faid 
the fimple fwain; " wdl, I can't think 
where fhe can be! I've been a looking, and 
looking, and looking all about, and 1 can"t 
find her, all J can do." 

"\Vell bm, Mr. Brown," faid Mr. 
Smith, " lha'n't you go and look for the 
lady again ?., 

"Yes, Sir," faid he, fitting down," but 
I muft reft me a little bit fitft. You can't 
think how tin:<l I am ... 

" 0 fie, I\1r. Brown, fie," cried Mr. 
Smith~ winking at us, " rir~d of lookinP-" 
for a lady! Go, go, for Ihame I" .:1 

~' So I will,. Sir, prefently; but you'd 
be 
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be tired too, if you'd walked fo for; be; 
Jides, I think fhe's gone out of the garden, 
or elfo I mult have feen fomething or other of her." 

A he, be, he! of the tittering Polly, now 
betrayed her, and fo ended this ingenious 
little artifice. 

At !art appeared Mr. Branghton and· 
Mifs Biddy, who, with a face of mixed 
anger and confufton, addreffing herfelf to 
me, faid, "So, Mifs, fo you ran away from 
me! Well, fee if I don't do as much by 
you, fome day or other! But I thought 
how it would be, you'd no mind co leave· 
the gentleme», though you'd run away from me." 

I was fo much furprifed at this attack; 
tl1at I could not antwer her for very amaze­
ment; and lbe proceeded to tell us how ill 
fhe had been ufed, and that two young men 
had been making her walk up and down 
the dark walks by abfoluce force, and as 
faft as ever they c.:ould ce,u· her along; and 
many other particulars~ which 1 will not 
tire you with relating. In conclufion,~ 
looking at Mr. Smith, Jhe faid, " Bur, to 
be fun:, thought I, at leaf\: all the cam~ 
pany will be looking for me; fa ~ Jictle 
expetted to find you all here, talking as 
comfortably as ever you can. J1.owcver, I 
know I m•Y. thank my coufin for it!" 

. '.' If 
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" If you mean me, Madam,." faid I, ver)t 
much fhocked, '' I am quite ignorant in 
what manner I can, have been acceffary to 
your diftrefs..,, 

" Why, by running away fo, If you'd 
ftayed with us, I'll anrwer for it, Mr. Smith 
and M. Du Bois would have come to look 
for us ;. but I fuppofe they could not leavt 
your ladyfhip." 

The folly and unreafonablenefs of this 
Ipeech would admit of no anfwer, But 
what a fcene was this for Sir Clement I 
his furprize was evident r and, I muft 
acknowledge, my confulion was equally; 
great. 

We had now to wait for young Brangh; 
ton, who did not appear for fome time; 
and, during this interval, it was with dif­
ficulty thacl I avoided Sir Clement, who, 
was on the rack of curiofity, and dying to , 

fpeak to me. 
When, at !aft, the hopeful youth re; 

turned, a long and frightful quarrd en­
fued between him and his father, in which 
his fHl:ers occarionally joined, concerning 
his neglect; and he defended himfelf only 
by a brutal mirth, which he indulged at-, 
their expence. 

Every one, now, feemed inclined to de. 
part,-when, as ufual, a difpute · arofr·, 
u.eon the way of our going_, whether in a 

coach 
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coach or a boat. After much debating, 
it was determined chat we fhould make two 
parties, one by the water and the other by 
land ; for Madame Duval declared lhc 
would nor, upon any account, go into a 
boat at night. 

Sir Clement then faid, that if 1he had no 
carriage in waiting, he lhould be happy co 
fee her and me fate home, as his was in readinefs. 

Fury fiarred into her eyes, and paffion 
inflamed every feature, as lhe anfwerecl, 
" Pardi, no-you may rake care of your­
felf, if you pleafc; but as co me, I promifc 
you I lha'n't truft myfetf with no fuch pcr­
fon." 

He pretended not to comprehend her 
meaning, yet, to wave a difcuffion, ac­
quiefced in her refufal. The coach party 
fixed upon confifted of Madame Duval, 
M. Du Bois, Mifs Branghcon, and my. felf. 

I now began to rejoice, in private, that, 
at leaft, ou r Jodri1ngs w uld be nt1ther feen 
nor known by Sir Cle11,ent. We foon met 
with an hackney-coach, into which he 
handed me, nnd then took leave. 

Madame Duval, having already given 
the coachman her clirecl:ion, he mounted 
the box, nnd we werejuft driving off-: when 
Sir Clement exclaimed, " By Heaven, this 

is 
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is the very coach I had in waiting for my­
felf !" 

" This coach, your honour!,, faid the· 
man, "no, that it i'n't." 

Sir Clemen t, however, fwore that it was, 
and, prelt:ntly, the man, begging his par­
don, faid he had really forgotten that he 
was engaged. 

I have no doubt but that this fcheme oc­
curred to him at the momenr, and that he 
made fome fign to the coachman, which 
induced him to fupport it: for there is not 
the leaft probability that the accident really 
happened, as it is moil: likely his own cha­
riot was in waiting. 

The man then opened the coach-door, 
and Sir Clement advancing to ir, faid, " I 
don,t believe there is another carriage co be 
had, or I would not incommode you; but, 
as it may be difagreeable to you to wait here 
any longer, I bt:g you will not gee our, for 
you !hall be fee down before l am carried 
home, if you will be fo good as to make a 
little room." 

And fo faying, in he jumpt, and feated 
himfelf between M. Du Bois and me, while 
our aftoniJbment ac the whole tranfacl:ion 
was coo great for fpeech. He then ordered 
the coachman to drive on, according to the 
directions he had already received. 

For the firft ten minutes, no one uttered 
10 a word; 
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a word; and then Madame Duval, no 
longer able to contain herfelf, exclaimed, 
'' Mafoi, if this is n't one of the impu­
dentefl: things ever I fee!" 

Sir Clement, regardlefs of this rebuke,, 
-3ttended only to me.; hO\vever, I anfwered 
norhing 'bc faid, when I could poffibly avoid 
fo doing. Mifs Branghton made feveral 
.attempts to attract his notice, but in vain, 
for he would not take the trouble of pay­

<i ng her any regard. 
Madame Duval, during the re/1: of the · 

·ride, addreffed herfelf to M. Du Bois in 
French, and in that language exclaimed 
with great vehemence again/1: boldnefs and 
affurance. 

I was extremely glad when I thoug ht our 
journey muil: be nearly at an end, for my 
iirnation was very uneafy to me, as Sir Cle­
ment perpetually endeavoured to rake my 
hand. i looked out of the<:oach-window, 
to fee if we were near home; Sir Clement, 
ftooping over me did rhe fame, and then, 
in a voice of infinite wonder~ called out, 
~, Where the d-1 is the man driving to ? 
-why we are in Broad Sr. Giles's !11 

" 0, he's very right," cried Madame 
Duval, " fo never trouble your head about 
that, for I ilia'n't go by no directions of 
yours, I promife you." 

:When, at !all:, we ftopped, at a11 Hojier's 
·u, 
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in High Holborn.-SirClement faid notl1ing, 
but his eyes, I faw, were very bufily em­
ployed in viewing the place, and the fima­
tion of the houfe. '.l"he coach, he faid, be­

· 1onged to him, and therefore he infifred 
upon paying for it; and then he took leave. 
M. Du :Bois walked home with Mifs 
Brang hton, and Madame Duval and I re­
tired to our apartments. 

How d1fagrt'eable an evening's adven; 
ture ! not one of the party feemed fatisfied, 
except Sir Clement, who w.as in h igh fpi­
rits: but Madame Duval was enraged at 
meeting with him ; Mr. Branghton, angry 
with his children; the frolic of the Mifs 
Branghtons had exceeded their plan, and 
ended in their own diftrefs; their brother 
was provoked that there had been no riot; 
Mr. Brown was tired~ and Mr. Smith mor-­
tified. As to myfclf, I mufr acknowledge, 
nothing could be more difagreeable to me, 
than being feen by Sir Clement Willoughby 
with a party at once fo vulgar in chem­
felves, and fo familiar to me. 

And you, too, my dear Sir, will, I know7 

be ferry [hat I have met him; however7 

there is no apprehenfio!1 of his vifiting 
here, as Madame Duval 1s far too angry to 
admit him. 

LETTER 
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LETTER XVI. 

Eveli"8 in continuati01J. 

Holborn, June 1Sch. 

M ADAME Duval rofe very late this 
morning, and, at one o'clock, we had 

but jufl: breakfafl:ed, when Mifs Brangh­
ton, her brother, Mr. Smith, and Mon~ 
ficur Du Bois, called to enquire after our 
healths. 

This civility in young Branghton, I much 
fufpecl-, was merely the refult of his father's 
commands; but his filter and Mr. Smith, 
I foon found, had motives of their own. 
Scarce had they fpoken to Madame Duval, 
when, advancing eagerly to me, " Pray, 
Ma'am," faid Mr. Sniith, "who was that 
gentleman ?" 

'' Pray, Coufin," cried Mifs Branghton, 
" was not he the fame gentleman you ran 
away wich that night at the opera?" 

"Goodncfs ! that he was," faid young 
Br.inghton ; " and, I declare, as foon as 
ever I faw him, I thought I knew his face,,, 

u I'm fure I'll defy you to forget him," 
anfwered h is fifier, " if once you had fecn 
him: he is the finefl: gentleman I ever 

fa,v 
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faw in my life; don't you think fo, Mr. 
Smith?" 

" Why, you won't give the Lady time 
to fpeak," faid Mr. Smith.--" Pray, 
Ma'am, what is the gentleman's name ? '' 

" Willoughby, Sir." 
" Willoughby ! I think I have 'heard 

the name. Pray, Ma'am, is he married?" 
" Lord, no, that he is not," cried Mifs 

Branghton; "he looks too fmart, by a great 
deal, for a married man. Pray, Coulin, 
how did you get acquainted with him?'' 

" Pray, Mifa," faid young Branghton, in 
the fame breath, "what's his bufinefs?,, 

" Indeed I don't know," anfwered I. 
"Something very genteel, I dare fay," 

added Mirs Branghton, " becaufe he dreffes 
fo fine." 

" It ought to be fomething that brings 
in a good income," faid Mr. Smith," for 
I'm fure he did not get that fuit of clothes 
he had on under thirty or forty pounds; 
for I know the price of clothes pretty well; 
-pray, Ma'am, can you tell me what he 
has a year?" 

"Don't talk no more about him," cried 
:Madame Duval," for I don't like to hear 
his name; I believe he's one of the worfl: 
perfo~s in the world; for though I never 
did h 1111 no manner of harm, nor fo much 
as hurt a hair of his head, I know he was 

VoL. II . G an 
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an accomplice with that fellow, Captain 
Mirvan, co take away my life." 

Every body but my1elf now crowding 
around her for an expJanation, a violent rap­
ping at the {heet ... door was unheard ; and, 
without any previous notice, in the mid fr of 
her narration, Sir Clement \Villoughby en­
tered the room. They all frarted, and, with 
looks of guilty confufion, as if they feared 
his refentmcnt for having liftened to Ma­
dame Duval, they foramb ltd for chairs, and 
in a moment were all formally feated. 

Sir Clement, after a general bow, fingling 
out Madame Duval, faid, with his ufual t:aG­
ne!S, "' I have done myfdf the honour of 
waiting on }'OU, Madam, to enquire if you 
have any commands to Howard Grove, whi­
ther I am going to-morrow morning." 

Then, ft:eing the llorm that gathertd in 
her eyes, before he allowed her time to an­
fwt:r, he addrefied himfi!lf to me:-" And 
if you, Mad,un, have any with which you 
will honour me, I Jhall be happy to execute 
them." 

., None at all, Sir." 
"None I - not to Mifs Mirvan !-no 

meJTage ! no letter !-" 
" I wrote to Mifs Mirvan yefrerday by 

the pofl." 
" My application fl10uld have been ear~ 

lier, had I Cooner known your addrt:fs." 
~' Ma 
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"Mafoi," cried Madame Duval, reco­

vering from her furprize, " l believe never 
nobody faw the like of this ! " 

" Of what ! M;idam ? " cried the un~ 
daunted Sir Clement, turning quick to­
wards her, " I hope no one has offended you?" 

" You don't hope no fuch a thing!,, 
cried lhe, half choaked with paffion, and 
rifing from her chair. This mocion was fol­
lowed by the reft, and, in a moment, every body ftood up. 

Still Sir Clement was not abalhed; af­
fecting to make a bow of acknowledgment­
to the company in general, he faid, " Pray 
- I beg - Ladies, - Gentlemen, - pray 
don't ltt me difturb you, pray keep your fears." 

" Pray, Sir," faid Mirs Branghton, mov­ing a chair rowan.h him, u won't you {it down yourfelf?" 
" You are extremely good, Ma'am :­

rather than make any diO:urbance-" 
And fo faying, this ftrange man feated himfdf, as <lid, in an infranr, every body 

elfe, even 1\1.i<lame Duval herfdf, who, 
ovtrpowered by his boldnefs, feemed too full for utterance. 

I-le then, and with as much compofure 
as if_~e had been an expetled gueff, began 
to U1tcourfe on the weather; - its uncer-

G ~ tainty, 
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tainty,-the heat of the public p1aces in 
fummer,-the emptinefs of the town,-and 
other fuch common topics. 

Nobody, however, anfwered him; Mr. 
Smith feemed afraid, young Branghton 
arharned, M. Du Bois amazed, Madame 
Duval enraged, and myfelf cleterrnined not 
to interfere. All that he could obtain, 
·was the notice of Mifs Branghton, whofe 
nods, fmilcs, and attention, had fome ap­
p~arance of entering into converfation with 
him. 

At length, growing tired, I fuppofe, of 
-engaging every body's eyes, and nobody's 
tongue, addreffing himfelf to Madame Du­
val and to me, he fa.id, " I regard myfelf 
as peculiJrly unfortunate, Ladies, in hav­
ing fixed upon a time for my vilit to 
I-Ioward Grove, when you are abfent from 
.it," 

" So I fuppofe, Sir, fo I fuppofe," cried 
Madame Duval, ha!tily nfing, and the 
next moment as haitily fearing herfelf,­
"' you'll be a wanting of fomebody to make 
your game of, and fo you may thiok to 
get ,ne there again ;-but I promifc you, 
Sir, you won't find it fo eafy a matter to 
make me a fool: and befides chat," railing 
her voice, " I've found you out, I affure 
you; fa if ever you go co play your tricks 
upon me again, l 1ll make no more ado, 

but 
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but go directly to a juO:ice ~f peace; fo,. 
Sir, if yoo can't think of nothing but mak­
ino people ride about the country, at all 
ho~irs of the night, juft for your diverfion, 
why you'll find I know fome juU:iccs, as. 
well as J uftice Tyrrel." 

Sir Clement was evidently ernbarraffed 
at this attack ; yet he affecled a look of 
furprize, and protelled he did not under­
!1:and her meaning. 

"Well," cried fhe, " if I don't wonder 
where people can get fuch impudence I if 
you'll fay that, you'll fay any thing; how­
ever, if you fwear till you're black in the 
face, I fha'n't believe you ; for nobody 
fha'n'c perfuade me out of my fenfes, chat 
I'm refolved." 

" Doubtlefs not, Madam," anfwered he 
with fame hefitation, " and I hope you do 
not fufpect I ever had fuch an intention; my 
refpect for you-" 

"0 Sir, you're vafily polite, all of a 
fudden ! but I know what iL's all for;­
it's only for what you can get !-you could 
treat me like nobody at Howard Grove­
but now you fee I've a houfe of my own, 
you've a mind co wheedle yourfelf into it; 
but I foes your defign, fo you need n't 
trm1ble yourfelf to take no more trouble 
about that, for you fhall never get nothina 
at my houfe,-not fa much as a difh of 

G 3 tea: 
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tea :-fo now, Sir, you fee I can p1ay you trick for trick,,, 

There was fomething fo extremely grofs 
in this fpeech, th at it even difconcem:<l Sir 
Clemcnr, who was too much confounded to 1r,ake any anfwer. 

It was ct1rious to obferve the effccl: which 
his embarrJff'menr, added to the freedom 
with which MJdame Duval addreff~d him, 
had t1pon the refl of the company: every 
one, who before feemed at a lofs how, or 
if at all, to occupy a chair, now filled it 
with the mofl eafy compofure: and Mr. 
Smith, whofe countenance had exhibited 
the mofl flriking picture of mortified envy, 
now began to recover his ufual expreffion 
offatisfied conceit. Young Branghcon, too, 
who had been apparently awed by the pre­
fence of fo fine a gentleman, was again 
himfelf, rude and familiar; while his mouth 
was wide diil:ended into a broad grin, at 
htaring his aunt give the beau flab a trim­ming. 

Madame Duval, encouraged by this fuc. 
cefs, looked around her wicl1 an air of tri. 
umph, and continued her harJngue: "And 
fo, Sir, I fuppore you ·rhoughc to have had 
it all your own way, and co have corned 
h~re as often as you pltaft:d, and to have 
got me to Hmvard Grm•e again, on pur­
pofe to have fcrved me as you did be/ore; 

but 



E V E L I N A. r51 

but you ihall fee I'm as cunning as you, fo 
you may go and find fomebody die w ufe 
in that manner, and to put your mark on, 
and to make a fool of; for as to me-, if you 
go co tell me your [lories about the Tower 
,1-gain, for a mouth togetht:r, I'll nevrr be­
lieve 'em no n1ore; and l'll promife you, 
Sir, if you think I like fuch jokes, you'll 
fin<l l'm no fuch perfon." 

'' I alfure you, Ma'am,-upon my ho­
nour-I really don't comprehend-I fancy 
there is fom<i: mifonderftandmg-" 

" What, I fuppofe you'll teH me next you 
don't know nothing of the matu:r?" 

u Not a word, upon my honour." 
0 Sir Clement! choL1ght I, is it thus you 

prize your honour ! 
" Pardi," cried Madame Duval, '' this 

is the moll: provokingell: part of all! why 
you might as well tcH me I don't know my 
own name. 

H Here is certainly fome rni11ake ; for I 
aff'ure you, Ma'am-" 

" Don't alfore me nothing," cried Ma­
dame Duval, rairing her voice, " I know 
what ['m faying, and fa do you too; for did 
not you tell me all that abollt the Tower, 
and about M. Du Bois ?-why M. Du Bois 
was n't never there, nor nigh it, and fa it 
was all your own invention." 

~' May d.ere not be two pcrfons of the 
G 4 fa :ne 



152 E V E L I N A. 
fame name? the mi(hkc was but natu­ral.-" 

" Don't tell me of no mill:akc:, for ic 
was all on purpofe; befides, did not yon 
come, all in a mafk, to the charioc•door, 
and help to get me put in chac ditch?­
I'll promife you, l'vt= had the greacdl: mind 
in the world to cake the law of you c:ver 
fince, and if ever you do as much again, fo J will, I aO"ure you ! ,, 

HereMifs Branghton tittered; Mr. Smith 
fmiled contemptuouOy, and young Brangh­
ton thrufl: his handkerchief into fiis mouth 
to 11:op his laughter. 

The fituation of Sir Clement, who faw 
all that paffed, became now very awkward, 
even to himfolf, and he fl:ammered very 
much in faying, u Surely, Madam-furdy 
you->·ou cannot do me the-the injuftice 
to think-that I had a!)y {hare in the-the 
-the misfortune which-,. 

" Ma Joi, Sir, cried Madame Duval, with 
increafing paffion, H you'd beft not ftand 
talking to me at that rate; I know it was 
you,-and if you ftay there, a provoking 
me in fuch a 111Jnner, I'll fend for a con­
ftablc this minute." 

Young Branghron, at there words, in 
fpite of all his efforts, burl\ into a loud 
laugh ; nor could either his fifl:er, or Mr. 

Smith, 
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Smith, though with more moderation, for­

bear joining in his mirth. 
Sir Clement darted his eyes towards them, 

with looks of the mofl angry contempt, 

and then told Madame Duval that he would 

not now detain her to make his vindication , 

but would wait on her fame time when fhe 

was alone. 
"0 pardi, Sir," cried CT,e, " I don 't de 4 

fire none of your company; and if you 
was n't the ,nofl: boldefr perfon in the 

world, you would not dare look me in the 

face." 
The 1-ia, ha, ha's, and he, he, he's, arew 

more and more uncontroulablc, as if the 

rdl:raint from which they had bur!l, had 

added to their violence. Sir Clement could 

no longer endure being the object who ex­

cited them, and, having no anfwer ready 

for Mada,ne Duval, he hallily !lalked to­

wards Mr. Smith and young Branghton, 

and fternly demanded what they laughed 

at? 
Struck by the air of importance which 

he affumed, and ab.nned at the angry cone 

of his voice, their merriment ceafecl, as in­

il:antaneouOy as if it had been direftt'd ty 

clock-work, and they il:are<l fooli01ly, now 

at him, now at each oth~r, without m2k­

ing any anfwer but a fi nple " N ;thing, 

Sir!" 
G5 "Opour 
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"0 pour le coup," cried Madame Duval, 0 

this is too much I pray, Sir, what bufi­nefs have you to come here, a ordering peo­
ple that comes to foe me? I fuppoft: next, nobody mu[t laugh but yourfelf ! " 

" With me, Madam," faid Sir Clement, bowing, " a lady may do any thing, and, confequently, there is no liberty in which I fl,all not be happy to indulge yott :-but it has never been my cuftom to give the fame licence to gmtlemm." 
Then, advancing to me, who had fot very quietly on a window during this fcene, he faid, "Mifa Anville, I may at 

Jeafl: acquaint our friends at Howard Grove, 
that I had the honour of leaving you in 
good health." And then, lowering his voice, he added, '' For Heaven's fake, my 
dearerl: creature, who are thefe people? and 
how came you fo ftrangcly fiLuated ? " 

" I beg my refpects to all the family, Sir,'' anfwered I, aloud, "and I hope you will find them well." 
He looked at me reproachfully, but kilfed 

my hand ; and then, bowing to Madame Duval and Mifs Branghton, palfed hafiily by the men, and made his exit. 
I fancy he will not be very eager to re­peat his vifirs, for I lhould imagine he has 

rarely, if ever, been btfore in a fituation fo awkward and difagreeabk. 

Madame 
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Madame Duval has been all fpirits and 
(Xultation ever fince he went, and only 

wifhcs Captain Mirvan would call, that fhe 

might do the Jmne by him. Mr. Smith, upon 

hearing that he was :1 Baronet, and fteing 

him drive off in a very beautiful chariot, 
declared that he would not have laughed 

upon any account, h,ld he known his rank, 
and regretted extremely having miffed fuch 
an orportunity of making fo genteel an ac­
guaintance. Young Branghton vowed, that, 

ir he had known as much , he would have 

ajkedfor his cujlom: and his filler has fung his 
praifc:s ever finct", prot~fting !he thought, all 
along, he was a man ot quality by his look. 

L E T T E R XVI!. 

Evelina in conlinuation. 

June, zr .. 

T HE la!l three evenings have paffcd 
tolerably quiet, for the Vauxhall ad­

vcnLures had given fl.1adame Duval a fur­
fcit of public places: homr, however, foon 
p;rowir~g tircfomL', !he determined to•·light, 
fhe fa1d, to relieve her ennui, by fomc 

amufcment; and it was thtrefo1e fettled 

that we lhould call upon the Branghtons, 
G 6 at 
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at their houfe, and thence proceed to Ma­
rybone Gardens. 

Bur, before we reached Snow-Hill, we 
were caught in a lhower of rain ; we hur­
ried into the 010p, where the firft object I 
fow was Mr, Macartney, with a book in. 
his hand, feated in the fame corner where I 
faw him lalt; bur his looks "ere fiill more: 
wretched than before, his face yet thinner, 
and his eyes funk almoft hollow into his 
head; Ile lifted them up as we entered, 
and I even thought that they emitted a 
gleam of joy: involuntarily, I made to 
him my fir!t courtcfy ; he rofe and bowed, 
with a precipitation thatm.inifrllcd furprize 
and confufion. 

In a few minutes we were joined by all 
the family, except Mr. Smith, who for­
tunately was engaged. 

Had all the furnre profperity of our live, 
depended upon the good or bad weather of 
this evening, it could not have been treated 
as a fubject of greater importance:. u Sure 
never any thing was fo unlucky!-.," Lord 
how provoking! - " " le might rain for 
ever, if it would hold up now!-" Thefe, 
and fuch expreffion~, with many anxious 
obfervations upon the kennels, filled up 
all the converfacion till che 1hower was 
over. 

And th•n a very warm debate arofe, 
whether 
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whether we fuould purfue our plan, or defer 
it to fome finer evening; the Mifs Brangh~ 
tons were for the former; their father was 
fure it would rain again ; Madame Duval, 
though ihe detefl:ed returning home, yet 
dreaded the dampnefs of the gardens. 

M. Du Bois then propofed going to the 
top of the houfe, to examine whether the 
clouds looked threatening or peaceable; 
Mifs Branghton, ftarting at this propofal, 
faid they might go co Mr. Macarcney's 
room, if they would, but not to hers. 

This was enough for the brother; who, 
with a loud laugh, declared he would ·have 
fome fun, and immediately led the way, 
calling to us all to follow. His filters both 
ran after, but no one elfe moved. 

In a few minutes young Branghton, 
comin? half way down flairs, called 
our, ' Lord, why don't you all come? 
why hen.~•s !Jail's things all about the 
room!" 

Mr. Branghton then went; and Madame 
Duval, who cannot bear to be excluded 
from whatever is going forward, was hand­
ed up f1airs by M. Du Bois. 

I htfitated a few moments, whether or 
not to join them; bLJt, foon perceiving 
that Mr. Macartney had dropped his book, 
and that I engroifed his whole attention , I 

prepared, 
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prepated, from mereembarraffincnt, to fol­
low rhem. 

As I went, I heard him move from his 
chair, and walk fiowly after me. llelieving 
that he wi{hed to tpeak to me, anJ ear­
neftly dcuring myielf co know ii; by your 
means, I could poffibly be of any forvice 
to him, I firft n,ckened my pace, and then 
turned back. Bur, though 1 thus met him 
half-wJy, he feemed to want courage or re­
folution to addrefs me; for when he faw 
me returning, with a look extremely dif­
ordered, he retreated haftily from me. 

Not knowing what I ought to do, I went 
to the llreer-door, where I il:ood fome rime, 
hoping he wolll<l be able to recover him­
felf: bur, on the contrary, his agitation in .. 
creafed every moment; he walked up and 
down rhe room, in a quick, but unfteady 
pace, ieeming equally diftrelfed and irreio­
lute: and, at length, wi[h a deep figh, he· 
flung himfelf into a chair. 

I was fo much affected by the appearance 
of fuch extremt: anguifh, that I could re­
main no longer in the room; I therefore 
glided by him, and went up ftairs; but, ere 
I had gone five fteps, he precipitately fol­
lowed me, and, in a broken voice, called 
out, H Madam !-for Heaven's fake-" 

He ftopped, but I inftantly deicended, 
reftraining,. 
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te{haining, as well as I was able, the foll­
nefs of my own concern. I waited fcrne 
timr, in painful expectation, for his fpeak~ 
ing: all that I had heard of hts poverty 
occurring to me, I was upon the point of 
prefenting him my purft, but the frar of 
mi{bking or offending him, deterred me. 
Finding, however, that he continued filenr, 
I ventured to fay, "Did you-Sir, wilh 
to fpeak to me?" 

" I did ! " cried he, with quicknefs, 
'' but now-I cannot!"-

" Perhaps, Sir, another time,-perhaps 
if you recollect yourfelf-" 

" Another time!" repeated he mourn. 
fully, "alas! I look not forward but to 
mifery and defpair !" 

" 0 Sir," cried I, extremely fhocked, 
" you mu(t not talk thus !-if you forfake 
j•ourfelf, how can you expect-" 

I ftopped. " Tell me, tell me," cried 
he, wich eagernefs, " who you are?­
whence you come ?-and by what ftrange 
means you fecm to be arbitrefs and ruler of 
the deftiny of fuch a wretch as I am?" 

"Would to Heaven," cried I," I could 
ferve you !a 

" You can!" 
H And how ? pray tell me how?" 
" To tell you-is death to me! yet I 

will tell you,-! have a right co your affin:­
ance, 
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ance,-you have deprived me of the only 
refource to which I could apply, - and 
therefore-u 

" Pray, pray, fpeak ;" cried I, put ting 
my hand into my pocket, " they will be 
down flairs in a moment !" 

" I will, Madam.-Can you-will you 
-I think you will !-may I then-" he 
fiopped and paufed, " fay, will you--" 
then fuddenly turning from me, " Great 
Heaven! I cannot fpeak !" and he went 
back to the 01op. 

I now put my purfe in my hand, and fol ­
lowing him, faid, " If indeed, Sir, I ca n 
affift you, why !hou ld you deny me fo grea t 
a fatisfat'tion? VVill you permit me to-" 

I dared not go on ; but with a counte­
nance very much foftened, he approached 
me, and {aid, " Your voice, Madam, is 
the voice of cornpaffion !- fuch a voice as 
tbefe ears have long been flrangers to!" 

Jult then you ng Branghton called out 
vehemently to me, to come up Hairs; I 
feize<l the opportunity of haltening away: 
and therefore faying, " Heaven, Sir, pro. 
tecl: and comfort you!" I let fall my pu rfe 
upon the ground, not daring to prefent it 
to him, and ran up ftairs with the urmofr 
fwifmefs. 

Too well do I know you, my ever ho. 
noured Sir, to fear your difpleafure for this 

action: 
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action: I m1.1ft, however, afTure you, I fball 
need no frefh fupply during my fray in 
town, as I am at litde expence, and hope 
foon to return to Howard Grove. 

Soon, did I fay! when not a fortnight is 
yet expired, of the long and tedious month 
I muft linger out here I 

I had many witticifms to endure from 
the Branghtons, upon account of my ftay­
ing fo long with the S&otch mope, as they 
call him ; but I aitended to them very 
little, for my whole heart was filled with 
pity and concern, I was very glad to find 
the Mary bone fcheme was deferred, another 
!bower of rain having put a ftop to the 
diO-enfion upon this fubject; the reft of the 
evening was employed in moll: violent quar­
relling between Mifs Polly and her brother, 
on account of the difcovery made by the 
latter, of the {tare of her apartment. 

We came home early; and I have ftolen 
from Madame Duval and M. Du Bois, 
who is here for ever, to write to my beft 
friend. 

I am moft ftncerely rejoiced, that this 
opportunity has offered for my contributing 
what little relief was in my power, to thi~ 
unhappy man ; and I hope ic will be fuffi. 
cient to enable him to pay his debts to this 
pitilefs family. 

LETTER 
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LETTER XVIII, 

Mr, Villar, to E 0Je/ina. 

Berry Hill. 

DISPLEASURE? my Evelina !-you 
have but done your duty ; you have 

but fhewn that humanity without which I 
fhould blufh to own my child. It is mine, 
however, to fc:e that your generofity be not 
rcprdlc:d by your fo[fering from indulging 
it; I remit ro you, therefore, not merely a 
token of my· approbation, but an acknow­
ledgment of my defire ro participate in your 
charity. 

0 my child, were my fortune equal to 
my confidence in thy benevolencr, with 
what tranfport fhould I, through thy 
means, devote it to the relief of indigent 
virtue ! yet let us not repine at the limita­
tion of our power, for, while our bounty is 
proportioned ro our ability, the difference 
of the greater or lcfs donation can weigh 
but little in the fcale of jultice. 

In reading your account of the mifguided 
man, whofe mifery has fo largely excited 
your compaffion, I am led to apprehend, 
that his unhappy firnation is lefs the eft'"ect 
of mic;fortune, than of mifconduc\:. If he 
is reduced to that ltate of poverty rcprc-

fence<l 
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frnted by the Branghtons, he lhould endea• 
vour by acl:ivity and indufl'.ry to retrieve his 
affairs; and not pafs his time in idle read­
ing in the very lhop of his creditor. 

The pifrnl fcene made' me fhudder: the 
courage with which you purfued this def­
perate man, at once' delighted and terrified 
me. B'e ever thus, my dean::fi Evelina, 
dauntkfs in the canfe of difirefs ! let no 
,.,eak fears, no timid doubts, deter you 
from the exertion of your dury, according 
to the folleft fcnfe of it that Nature has 
iniplanted in your mind. Though gentle­
nefs an<l modefty are the peculiar attributes 
of your fex, yet fortitude and firmnefs, 
when occafion demands them, are virtues 
as noble and as becoming in women as in 
men: the right line of conduct is the fame 
for both fr.:xes, though the manner in which 
it is purfued may fomewhac vary, an<l be 
accommodated co the ftrength or weaknefs 
of the different travellers. 

There is, however, fomething fo myfre­
rious in all you have yet feen or heard of 
this wretched man, that I am unwilling to 
ftamp a bad impreffion of his character, 
upon fa night and partial a knowledge .of 
it. ,1/here any thing is doubtful, the ties 
of fociety, and the laws of humanity, claim 
a favot1rable interpretation; but remember, 

my 
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my dear child, that thofe of difcretion have 
an equal cJaim to your regard. 

As to Sir Clement Willoughby, I know 
not how to exprcfs my indignation at his 
conduct, Infolence fo infufferable, and the 
implication of fufpicions fo !hacking, irri­
tate me to a degrc:e of wrath, which l hardly 
thought my almoft worn-out paffions were 
capable of again experiencing, You muft 
convcrfe with him no more; he imagines, 
from the pl'tability of your temper, that he 
may offend you with impunity ; but his be­
haviour juftifics, nay, calls for, your avow­
ed refentmcnt: do nor, therefore, hcfitate 
in forbidding him your fight, 

The Branghtons, Mr. Smith, and yollng 
Brown, however ill-bred and difagreeable, 
arc objects too contemptible for fcrious dif­
pleafure: yet I grieve much that my Evelina 
fhould be expofed to their rudenefs and 
impertinence. 

The very day that this tedious month 
expires, I !hall fend Mrs. Clinton to town, 
who will accompany you to Howard Grove. 
Your flay there will, I hope, be fuort, for 
I frel daily an increafing impatience to fold 
my beloved child to my bofom ! 

ARTHUR VILLARS. 

LETTER 
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LETTER xrx. 

Evelina to the Rev. l\fr. Villar,. 

Holborn, June 27ti:, 

I Have juft received, my deareft Sir, your 

kind prefent, and ftill kinder letter. 

Surely never had orphan fo little to regret as 

your grateful Evelina I Though motherlefs, 

though worfe than fatherlefs, bereft from 

infancy of the two fir(t and grcace!t blef­

fings of life, never has fl1e had caufe to 

deplore their lofs; never has {he ftlt the 

omiffion of a parent's tenderncfs, care, or 

indulgence; never, but from Corrow for 

them, had reafon to grieve at the frparation ! 
Moft thankfully do I receive the token of 

your approb:.1tio'n, and moft ft udioufiy will 

I endeavour fo to clifpofe of it, as may 

merit your generous confidence in my con­

ducl:. 
Your doubts concerning Mr. Macartney 

give me fome uneafinefs. Indeed, Sir, he 

has not the appearance of a man whofe 

far rows are the effect of guilt. Bm I hope, 
before I leave:: town, to be better acquainted 

with his fituation, and enabled, with more 

certainty of his worth, to recommend him 

to your favour.--
5 1 am 
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I am very willing to relinquilh all ac­

quaintance with Sir Clement Willoughby, 
as far as it may depend upon myfelf fo to 
do; but indeed, I know not how I fl1ould 
be able to abfolutely forbid hir,1 myjigbt, 

Mifs Mirvan, in her laft letter, informs 
me th.:t he is now at Howard Grove, 
-where be continues in high favour with 
the Captain, and is the life and fpirit of the 
houfe. My time, fince I wrote laft, has 
,paJfed ,·ery qui~dy; Madame Duval having 
been kept iit home by a bad cold, and the 
Branghtons by bad weather. The young 
man, indeed, has called two or three rimes, 
and ois behaviour, though equally abfurd, 
is more unaccountable than ever: he fptaks 
very little, takes hardly any notice of Ma. 
dame Duval, and never looks at mt:, with­
out a broad grin. Sometimes he approach­
es me, as if wich intention to communicate 
intelligence of importance, and then, f.ud­
denly !topping /bore, laughs rudely in my 
fact:. 

0 how happy /hall I be, when the worthy Mrs. Clinton arrives I 

Ju.nea.9th. 
Yefi:erday morning, l\1r. Smith called, to 

acquaint us that the Harnpltead affembly 
was to be held that evening; anJ then he 
prefented Madame Duval with one ticket, 

10 and 
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and brought another to me. I thanked 

him for bis intended civility, but told him 

I was furprifed he had fo foon forgotten my 
having already declined going to the ball. 

"Lord, Ma'am," cried he, '' ho1,v fbould 

I fuppofe you was in earndt? come, come, 
don't be crofs; here's your Grand-mama 

ready to take care of you, fo you can have 
no fair objeclion, for !he'll fee that 1 don't 
run away with you. Befides, Ma'am, I got 

the tick.ets on purpoit:." 
"If you were determined, Sir," faid I, 

" in making me this offer, to allow me 

no choice of refufal or acceptance, I mufi: 

think myftlf lefs obliged to your intention, 

than I was willing to do." 
" Dear Ma'am," cried he, "you're fo 

fmart, there is nor peaking to you ;-indeed, 
you are monftrous fmarr, Ma'am ! but 

come, your Grand-mama 01all alk you, and 

then I know you'll noc be fa cruel." 
Madamt: Duval was very ready to inter­

fere ; fhe defired me to make no forrher 

oppof1tion, faid fi1e fuould go herfelf, and 

infifl:t:d upon my accompanying her. Jt 

was in vain that I rcmon!l:rated ; I only 

incurred her anger: and Mr. Smith, having 

given both the tickers to Madame Duval, 

with an air of triumph, fai<l he !hould call 

early in the evening, and took leave. 
I was much chagrined at being thus corn­

pelkd 
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pelled to owe even the fhadow of an obli­
gation to (o forward a young man ; but I 
determined that nothing fhould prevail up­
on me to dance with him, however my re­
fufal might give offence. 

In the afternoon, when he returned, it 
was evident that he purpofed to both charm 
and aftonifu me by his appearance ; he was 
dreffed in a very fhowy manner, but with­
out any tafie; and the inelegant fmartnefs 
of his air and deportment, his vifible {hug­
gle, againft education, to put on the fine 
gentleman, added to his frequent confcious 
glances at a drefs to which he was but little 
accufiomed, very elfrftually deftroyed his 
aim of figuring, and rendered all his efforts 
ufelefs. 

During tea, entered Mifs Branghton and 
her brother. I was forry to obferve the 
confternation of the former, when fl1e per­
ceived Mr. Smith. I had intended apply­
ing co her for advice upon this occafion, 
but been always deterred by her difag ree­
able abruptnefs. Having cafi her eyes fe-. 
veral times from Mr. Smith co me, with 
manifefi difpleafure, fhe feated herfdf ful­
lenly in the window, fcarce anfwering Ma~ 
dame Duval's enquiries, and when 1 fpoke 
to her, turning abfolutely away from me. 

Mr. Smith, delighted at this mark of his 
importance, fat indolently quic:c on his 

chair, 
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chair, endeavouring by his looks rather to 
difplay, than to conceal, his inward fatif­
faction. 

"Good gracious!" cried young Brangh­
ton," why, you're all as fine as five-pence! 
Why, where are you going?" 

" To the Hampftead ball," anfwered 
Mr. Smith. 

'' To a ball!" cried he, "Why, what, 
is Aunt going to a ball? Ha, ha, ha!" 

"Yes, to be fure," cried Madame Du~ 
val : " I don't know nothing need hindc:r 
me.JI 

" And pray, Aunt, will you dance 
too?" 

" Perhaps I may; but I foppofe, Sir; 
that's none of your bufinefs, whether I do 
or not." 

" Lord! well, I fhould like to go! £ 
fhould like to fee Aunt dance, of all things I 
But the joke is, I don't believe fhe'll get 
ever a partner. 11 

"You're che moft rudeft boy ever I fee,,.. 
cried Madame Duval angrily:" but, I pro• 
mife you, I'll tell your father what you fay, 
for I've no notion of fuch vulgarnefs.n 

"Why, Lord, Aunt, what are you fo 
angry for? there's no fpeaking a word, but 
you fly into a paffion : you're as bad as 
Biddy or Poll for that, for you're always a 
fcolding." 

Voc. II, H '.' I defire; 
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"I deftre, Tom,"' cried Mifs Br:inghton, 
'' you'd fpeak for yourtelf, and not make 
fo free with my name." 

"There, now, fue's up! there's nothinn, 
but quarrelling with the women : it's mY 
belief they like it better than victuals and 
drink." 

" Fie, Tom, cried Mr. Smith, " you 
never remember your manners before the 
ladies: I'm fore you never heard me fpeak 
fo rt1da to them." 

" Why, Lord, you are a beau; but 
that's nothing to me. So, if you've a 
mind, you may be fo police as co dance 
with Aunt yourfelf." Then, with a loud 
laugh, he declart'd it woulJ be good Jun to 

fee them. 
" Let it be never fo good, or never 

fo bad/" cried Madame Duval, " you 
won't fee nothing of it, I promife you ; 
fo pray don't let me heac no more of fuch 
vulgar pieces of fun ; for, l affure you, 
I don'c like it. And as to my dancing 
with Mr. Smith, you may fee wonder• 
fuller things than that any day in the 

week." 
"Why, as to that, Ma'am," faid Mr. 

Smith, looking much furprifed, H I al­
w•ys thought you intended to play at 
cards, and fo I thought to dance with the 

young lady.''. 
I gladly 
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I gladly feized this opportunity to make 
my declaration, that I !hould not dance at 
all. 

" Not dance at all!" repeated Mifs 
Branghton; " yes, that's a likely matter 
truly, when people go to balls." 

u I wifh fi1e may n'r,,, faid the brother; 
" 'caufe then Mr. Smith will have nobody 
but Aunt for a partner, Lord, how mad 
he'll be I" 

'' 0, as to that," faid Mr. $mirh, "I 
don't at all fear prevailing with the young 
lady, if once I get her co che room.,, 

" Indeed, Sir," cried I, much offended 
by his conceit, " you are mi!taken ; and 
therefore I beg leave to undeceive you, as 
you may be alfured my refolution will not alter." 

"Then pray, Mifs, if it is not imperri. 
nent," crit:d Mifs Ilranghton, fneeringly, 
" what do you go for ? .. 

" Merely and Colcly," anfwered T, " to 
comply with the reque(l; of Madame Du. val." 

" Mifs," cried young Branghton, "Bid 
only wifhes it was fhe, for fhe has caft a 
fbt:cp's-eyc at Mr. Smith this long while." 

"Tom," cried the fifter, riring, "Pve 
the greatdl: mind in the world to box your 
ear~! How dare you fay fuch a thing of me?" 

H 2 ~.' No. 
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"No, hang it, Tom, no, that's wrong,11 

faid Mr. Smith, fimpering, " it is indeed, 
to tell the lady's fecrets.-But 'never mind 
him, Mifs Biddy, for I won't believe 
him." 

" Why, I know Bid would give her ears 
to go," returned the brother; " but only 
Mr. Smith likes Mifs beft,-fo does every 
body elfe." 

While the fifter gave him a very angry 
anfwer, Mr. Smith faid to me, in a low 
voice," Why now, Ma'am, how can you 
be fo cruel as to be fo much handfomer 
than your coufins? Nobody can look at 
them when you are by," 

"Mifs," cried young Branghton," what• 
ever he fays co you, don'c mind him, for 
he means no good; 1'11 give you my word 
for it, he'll never marry you, for he has 
told me again and again, ht'll never marry 
as long :i.s he lives ; bdides, if he'd any 
mi nd to be marrh:d, thtrt''s Bid would have 
had him long ago, an<l thanked him too." 

"Come, come, Tom, don'c tt:ll fecrets; 
you'll make the ladies afrait.l of me; but, I 
a.ffure you," lowering his voice, " if I did 
marry, it {hould be your coufin." 

Should be !-did you ever, my dear Sir, 
hear foch unauthorifrd freedom? I looked 
at him with a contempt I did not wi01 to 

reprefs, 



EVELIN A: 173 

reprefs, and walked to the other end of the 
room. 

Very foon after, Mr. Smith fent for a 
hackney-coach. When I would have taken 
leave of Mifs Branghton, /he turned an­
grily from me, without making any anfwer. 
She foppofes, perhaps, that I have rather 
fought, than endeavoured to avoid,. the 
notice and civilities of this conceited young 
man. 

The ball was at the long room at Hamp-
1\ead. 

This room feems very well named, for I 
believe it would be difficult to find any 
other epithet which might, with propriety, 
diftinguifh it, as it is without ornament, 
elegance, or any fort of fingularity, and 
merely co be marked by its length, 

I was faved from the irnporcunities of 
Mr. Smith, the beginning of the evening, 
by Madame Duval's declaring her intention 
to dance the two firft dances with him her­
felf. Mr. Smith's chagrin was very evident, 
but as ihe paid no regard to it, he was ne­
ceffirated to lead her out. 

I was, however, by no means pleafed, 
when the faid !he was derermined to dance 
a rpinuer. Indeed, I was quite afl:onifhed, 
nor having had the leafl. idea fhe would 
have confented to, much ltfs propofed, 
foch an exhibition of her perfon. She had 

H 3 fome 



174 E V E L I N A. 
forne trouble to make her intentions known, 
as Mr. Smith was rather averfe to fpeaking 
to the Malter of the ceremonies, 

During this minuet, how much did I re­
joice in being forrounded only with ftran .. 
gers ! She danced in a fiyle fo uncom­
mon ; her age, her fhowy drefs, anti an 
unufu..l quant ity of rouge, drew upon her 
the eyes, and, I fear, the derifion, of the 
whole company. Who fhe danced with, 
l know not; but Mr. Smith was fo ill bred 
as to laugh at her very openly, and to !peak 
of her with as much ridicule as was in 
his power. But I would neither look ar, 
nor liflen to him; nor would I fuffer him 
to proceed with a fpeech which he began, 
expreffi ve of his vexation at being forced to 
dance with her. I told him, very gravely, 
that complaints upon fuch a fobject might, 
with lefs impropriety, be made co every 
perfon in the room, than to me. 

·when /he returned to us, fhe diflreffed 
me very much, by afking what I thought 
of her minuet, I fpoke as civilly as I 
coold, but the coldnefs of my compliment 
ev,Jently difappointed her. She then called 
upon Mr. Smith to fecure a good place 
among the country-dancers; and away they 
wenr, though not before he had taken the 
Jiberty to fay to me, in a low voice, " I 

rotdt to you1 Ma'am, I !hall be quite out 
of 
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of countenance, if any of my acquaintance 
fuould fee me dancing with the old lady!" 

For a few moments I very much rejoiced 
at being relieved from this troublefome 
man; but fcarce had I time to congratu­
late myfclf, before I was accoO:ed by an­
other, who begged the favour of hopping a 
dance with me. 

I told him that I fuould not dance at all; 
but he thought proper to imporrnne me, 
very freely, not to be fo cruel ; and I was 
obliged co alTume no lictle hal1ghtinefs be­
fore I could fatisfy him I was icrious. 

After this, I was addreifrd, much in the 
fame manner, by feveral other young men, 
of whom the. appearance and language 
were equally melegant and low-bred : fo 
that I foon found my fituation was bo1h 
difagreeable and improper; fince, as I was 
quite alone, I fear I muft feem rather to 
jnvice, than to forbid, the offc:rs and notice 
I received. And yet, fo great was my 
apprehenfion of this interpretation, that 
I am fure, my dc:ar Sir, you would have 
laughed had you feen how proudly grave 
I appeared. 

I knew not whether to be glad or forry, 
when Ma<lame Duval and Mr. Smith re .. 
turned. The latter inftantly renewed his 
tirefome entreaties,- and Madame Duval 
faid !he would go to the card-table: and 

H 4 as 
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as foon as the was accommodated, !he de­
flred us tO join tht dancers. 

I will not trouble you with the argu­
ments which followed. Mr. Smith teazed 
me till I was weary of refill:ance ; and I 
lhould at lafl have been obliged to fubmit, 
had I not fortunately recollected the affair 
of Mr. Lovel, and to!J my perfecumr, that 
it wns impoffible I fhouJd dance with him

1 even if I wifhed it, as I had refufed feveral 
perfons in his abfence. 

He was not contented with being ex­
tremely chagrined, buc took the liberty, 
openly and warmly, to expoflulatewith me 
upon not having faid I was engaged. 

The total difregard with which, involun; 
tarily, I heard him, made him foon change 
the fubjecl:. In truth, I had no power to 
attend to him, for all my thoughts were 
occupied in re-tracing the tranfactions of 
the two former balls at which I had 
been prefrnt. The party-the converfa. 
tion-the company-0 how great the con­rraft ! 

Jn a fhort time, however, he contrived 
to draw my attention to himfelf, by his 
extreme impertinence; for he chafe co ex­
prefs what he called his admiration of me, 
m terms fo open and familiar, that he 
forced me to exprds my difpleafure with 
equal plainneis. 

But 
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But how was I furprifed, when I found 
lie had the temerity-what elfe can I call 
it ?-to impute my refentment to doubts 
of his honour; for he faid, " My dear 
Ma'am, you mu!l: be a little patient; I af­
fure you I have no bad defigns, I have not 
upon my word; but really, there is no re­
folving upon fuch a thing as matrimony all 
at once; what with the lofs of one's liberty, 
and what with tht' ridicule of all one's ac­
quaimance,-1 affure you, Ma'.im, you are 
the firft lady who ever made me even de­
mur upon this fubjrct; for, after all, my 
dear Ma'am, marriage is the devil!" 

"Your opinion, Sir," anfwered I, '' of 
either the married or the fingle life, can 
be of no manner of conftq uence co mr, and 
therefore I would by no means trouble you 
to difcufs their different merits," 

"Why, really, Ma'am, as to your be-· 
ing a little out of forts, I muft own I can't 
wonder at ir, for1 to be fure, marriage is all 
in all with the ladies; bur with us e:entle­
men it's quite another thing l Now ollly put 
yourfelfin my place,-luppole you had luch 
a large acquaintance ot gentlemen as I have, 
-and chat you haJ always been ufed to ap­
pear a licclc-a little linarc among them,­
why now, how fhould you like to let your ... 
felf down all at once into a married man ?u 

H 5 I could 



178 E V E L I N A.' 

I collld not tell what to anfwer; fo much 
conceit, and fo much ignorance, both afto­
nifhed and filenced me. 

" I affure you, Ma'am," added he, 
" there is not only Mifs Biddy,-though 
I fhould have fcorned to mention her, if 
her brother had not blab'd, for I'm quite 
particular in keeping ladies fecrers,-but 
there are a great many other ladies that 
have bet'n propofed to me,-but I never 
thought twice of any of them, chat is, not 
in aferious way,-fo you may very well be 
proud," offering to take my hand, " for I 
affure you, there is nobody fo likely to 
catch me at )aft as yourfelf." 

"Sir," cried I, drawing myfelf back as 
haughtily as I could, " you are totally 
miftaken, if you imagine you have given 
me any pride I felt not before, by this con­
verfation; on the contrary, you muft allow 
me to tell you, I find it too humiliating to 
bear with it any longer." 

I then placed myf<lf behind the chair of 
Madame Duval; who, when fhe heard of 
the partners I had refufed, pitied my igno­
rance of the world, but no longer infifred 
upon my dancing. 

Indeed, the extreme vanity of this man 
makes me exert a fpirit which I did not, till 
now, know that I polfeffed : but I cannot 

1 endure 
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endure that he lhould think me at his dif­
pofal. 

The reft of the evening paffed very 
quietly, as Mr. Smith did not again at­
tempt fpeaking co me; except, indeed, 
,after we had left the room, and while Ma­
dame Duval was feating herfelf in the 
coach, he faid, in a voice of pique, '' Next 
time I take tht: trouble to get any tickets 
for a young lady, I'll make a bargain be­
forehand that Jhe fba'n't turn me over to 
h.er grandmother." 

We came home very fafe; and thus ended 
this fo long projecled, and moft difagreeable 
affair. 

LETTER XX. 

Evelina in umlinuation. 

I HA VE juft received a moft affecling 
letter from Mr. Macartney. I will 

inclofe it, my dear Sir, for your perufal. 
More than ever have I caufe to rejoke that 
I was able to afiift him, 

H6 Mr. 
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Mr. M,cartney to Mifs Anville." 

Madam, 

IMPRESSED with the deepeft, th<!' 
moft heart-felt fenfe of the exalted hu­

manity with which you, have refcued from 
deftrut1ion an unhappy fl:ranger, allow m~, 
with the humbleft gratitude, to offer you 
my, fervent acknowledgmenrs, and to im• 
plore your pardon for the terror I have 
.;aufed you. 

You bid me, Madam, live: I. have now, 
indeed, a motive for life, fince I fbould 
not willingly quit the world, while I with­
bold from the needy and di!l:reffed any !hare. 
of that charity which a difpolition fa noble 
:would, otherwife, beftow upon them. 

The bene"olence with which you have 
intt:refred yourfelf in my affairs, induces 
me to fuppofe you would with to be ac­
quainted with the caufe of that defperation· 
from which yoo fnarched me, and the par­
tkulars of that mife-ry of which you have, 
fo wonderfully, been a witnefs. Yer, as 
thi s- explanation· will require that I fhouJd­
divulgc: ft'u·L·ts of a• natur--e the moll: de)i ... 
cate, I muft entreat you to regard them as, 
facred, even cOough I forbear to mention 
the oames of the p~rtie~ concerned. 

I was 
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I was brought up in Scotland, thoug!r 

iny mother, who had the fole care of me, 
was an Englifhwornan, and had not one 
relation in chat country. She devoted to 
me her whole time. The retirement in 
which we Jived, and the diftance from our 
natural friends, ihe often told me, were 
the effect of an unconquerable melancholy 
with which fbe was feized, upon the fud­
den lofs of my father, fame time before I 
was born. 

At Aberdeen, where I fini!hed my edU.: 
cation, I formed a friend!hip with a young 
man of fortune, which I confidertd as the­
chief happinefs of my life ;-but when he 
quirted his f\udies, I confidered it as my 
chief misfortune, for he immediately pre .. 
pared, by direction of his friends, t0 make 
the tour of Europe. As I was defigned 
for the church, and had no profpect even 
of maintenance but from my own indu(try, 
I fcarce dared permit even a wifh of accom .. 
panying him. It is true, he would joyfully 
have borne my exµences; but my affection 
was as free from meannefs as his own, and. 
I made a determination the mo{t folemn, 
never co leffen its dignity, by fubmitcing 
to pecuniary obligations. 

We correfponded with great regularity, 
and the moft unbounded confi'dcnce, for 
the fpace of two years, when he. arrived at 

L.yons 



18i E V E L I N A: 

Lyons in his way home. He wrote me, 
thence, the moft prefiing invitation to meet 
him at Paris, where he intended to remain 
fome time. My defire to comply with his 
requeft, and !horten our abfence, was fo 
earneft, that my mother, too indulgent to 
controul me, lent me what affillancc was 
jn her power, and, in an ill-fated moment, 
I fee out for that capital. 

My meeting with this dear friend was the 
happieft event of my life : he introduced 
me to all his acquaintance; and fo quickly 
did time feem to pafs at that delightful pe­
riod, that the fix weeks I had allotted for 
my fray were gone, ere I was fenfible I had 
miffed fo many days. But I rmuft now 
owrl, that the company of my friend was 
not the fole fubject of my feliciry : I be­
came acquainted wirh a young lady, daugh­
ter of an Englifhman of diltinction, with 
whom I formed an attachment which I have 
a thoufand times vowed, a thoufand times 
lincerely rhought, would be la!ling as my 
life. She had but ju{t quitred a convent, 
in which fhe had been placed when a child, 
and though Englifh by binh, fhe could 
fcarcely fpeak her native language. Her 
perfon and difpofition were equally engag­
mg; but chiefly I adored her for the great­
nefs ofthecxpectations which, for my fake, 
1he was willing to refign, 

:When 
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).'\'hen the time for my reridence at Paris 
expired, I was almo!l: di!l:raB:ed at the idea 
of quitting her; yet I had not the courage 
to make our attachment known to her fa­
ther, who might reafonably form for her 
fuch views as would make him reject, with 
a contempt which I could not bear co think 
of, foch an offer as mine. Yet I had free 
accefs to the houfe, where fl1 e fee1ned to be 
left alrno!l: wholly to the guidance of ac old 
fervant, who was my fa!l: friend. 

But, to be brief, the fudden and unex­
peB:ed return of her father, one fatal after­
noon, proved the beginning of the mifery 
which has ever fince devoured me. I doubt 
not but he had liftened to our converfation, 
for he darted into the room with the rage of 
a madman. Heavens! what a fcene fol. 
lowed !-what aburive language did the 
fhame of a clande{tine aff"a ir, and the con .. 
fcioufnefs of acting ill, induce me to brook I 
At length, however, his fury exceeded my 
patience, - he called me a beggar1y, cow­
ardly Scotchman. Fired at the words, I 
drew my fword; he, with equal alertnefs, 
drew his ; for he was not an old man, bur, 
on the contrary, thong and able as myfelf. 
In vain his daughter pleaded ;-in vain did 
I, repentant of my anger, retreat ;-his 
reproaches continued ; myftlf, my coun­
try, were loaded with infamy, till, no long-

er 
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u confl:raining my rage,-we fought,-ancf 
he foll! 

At that moment I could alrnoft have 
dell:royed my(elf ! The young lady fainted 
with terror; the old fervant, drawn to us by 
the noifeof rhefcuffie,enrreatetl metoefcape,. 
and promifed to bring intelligence of what 
ihould pa(s to my apartment. The dill:ur­
bance which I heard rai(ed in the hou(e ob­
liged me to comply, and, in a fiare of mind 
inconceivably wretched, I tore myfelf away .. 

My friend, whom I found at home, foon, 
difcovered the whole affair. [t was near· 
midnight before the woman came. She told 
me that her mafter was living, and her young 
millrefs rell:ored to her fenks. The abfo­
lute neceffity for my leaving Paris, while: 
any danger remained, was forcibly urged by 
my friend: the fervant promifed to acquaint, 
him of whatever paffed, and he to tranfmit: 
to me her information. Thus circumftanced, . 
with the aflilhnce of th is dear friend, I ef, 
fected my departure from Paris, and, not 
Jong after,. I rernrned to Scotland. I would 
fain have ll:opped by the way, that I might 
have been nearer the fctne of all my con.,. 
cerns, but the low ftate of my finances de':' 
nied me that fatisfaction. 

The milerable fimacion of my mind was 
foon difcuvered by my mother: nor would 
Jhe r.ell: till I communicated the caufe. She 

heard 
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heard my whole ftory with an • agitation 
which aftonilhed me; - the name of the 
parties concerned, feemed to ftrike her 
with horror ;-but when I faid, We fought, 
and he fell,-" My Con," cried fhe, " you 
have then murdered your father!" and fhe 
funk breathlefs at my feet.-Commenrs, 
Madam, upon fuch a fcene as this, would 
to you be fuperfl.uous, and co me agoniz­
ing: I cannot, for both our fakes, be too 
concife. When 01e recovered, !he confeffed 
all the particulars of a tale which !he had 
hoped never to have revealed.-Alas ! the 
Jofs !he had fuftained of my father was not 
by death ! - bound to her by no ties but 
thofe of honour, he had voluntarily de­
ferted her !-Her fettling in Scotland was 
not the effect of choice,-fhe was banifhed 
thither by a family but too juftly incenfed; 
-pardon, Madam, that I cannot be more 
explicit! 

My fenfes, in thegreatnefs of my mifery; 
ac\ually forfook me, and for more than a 
week I was wholly delirious. My unfor­
tunate mother was yet more to be pitied, 
for fhc pined with unmitigated Corrow, eter­
nally reproaching herfelf for the danger to 
which her too ftric\ lilence had expofed me. 
When I recovered my reafon, my impa­
tience to hear from Paris almofl: deprived 
me of it again ; and though the length of 

ti1m: 
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time I waited for letters might juftly be at. 
tributed to contrary winds, I could not 
bear the delay, and was twt:nty times upon 
the point of returning thither at all hazards. 
At length, however, fcyeral letters arrivtd 
at once, and from the moil: infupportable 
of my affi.iclions I was then relieved, for 
they acquainct::d me that the horrors of par­
ricide were not in referve for me. They 
informed me alfo, that as foon as the wound 
was healed, a jourm:y would be made to 
England, where my unhappy .fijler was to 
be received by an aunt with whom !he was 
to live. 

This intelligence fomewhat quieted the 
violence of my farrows. I inftancly formed 
a plan of meeting them in London, and, by 
revealing the whole dreadful ftory,convinc­
ing this irritated parent that he had nothing 
more to apprehend from his daughter's un. 
fortunate choice. My mother confented, 
and gave me a letter to prove the truth of 
my affertions. As I coLJld but ill afford to 

make this journey, I travelled in the cheap­
eft way that was pofiible. I took an ob­
fcure lodging,-! need not, Madam, tell 
you where, - and boarded with the people 
of the houfe. 

Here I languilhed, week after week, 
vainly hoping for tbe arrival of my family; 
but my impetuofiry haJ blinded me to ,he 

imprudence 
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imprudence of which I was guilty in quit­
ting Scotland fo haO:ily. My wounded fa. 
ther, after his recovery, relapftd; and when 
I had waited in the moil: comfortlefs fitua .. 
cion, for fix weeks, my friend wrote me 
word, that the journey was yet deferred 
for fome time longer. 

My finances were then nearly exhaufl:ed, 
and I was obliged, though moft ut1willing­
ly, to beg further affiftance from my mo­
ther, that I might return to Scotland. Oh ! 
Madam !-my anfwer was not from herfelf, 
-it was written by a lady who had long 
been her companion, and acquainted me 
that fhe had been taken fuddenly ill of a 
fever,-and was no more! 

The compallionate nature of which you 
have given fuch noble proofs, all'ures me I 
need not, if I could, paint to you the an• 
guifh of a mind overwhelmed with fuch ac­
cumulated forrows. 

Inciofed was a letter to a near relation, 
which fhe had, during her illnefs, with 
much difficulty, written, and in which, 
with the !1:rongdl: maternal tendernefs, fhe 
defcribed my deplorable fituation, and en­
treated his intereft to procure me fame 
preferment. Yet fo funk was I by mif­
fortune, that a fortnight elapfc:<l before I 
had the courage or fpirit to attempt Jel iver­
ing this letter. I was then compelled to ic 

by 
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by want. To make my appearance with 
fomedecency, I was neceffitated, myfelf, to 
the melancholy taflc of changing my co~ 
loured clothes for a fuit of mourning ;-and 
then I proceeded to feek my relation. 

I was informed that he was not in town.1 

In this defperate fituacion, the pride of 
my heart, which hitherto had not bowed to 
adverfity, gave way, and I determined to en­
treat the affi{tance of my friend, whofe of­
fered fervices I had a thoufand times reject. 
ed. Yee, Madam, fo hard is it to root from 
the mind its favourite principles, or preju .. 
dices, call them which you pleafe, that I 
lingered another week ere I had the refolu­
tion to fend away a letter which I regarded 
as the death of my independence. 

At length, reduced to my !art lhilling, 
dunned infolently by the people of the 
houfe, and almoft familhed, I fealed this 
fatal letter, and, with a heavy heart, deter­
mined to take it to the port.office. But 
Mr. Branghton and his fon fufl'ered me not 
to pafs through their fhop with impunity; 
they infulted me grofSly, and threattned me 
with imprifonmenr, if I <lid not immediately 
fatisfy their demands. Stung to the foul, I 
bid them have but a day's patience, and 
flung from them, in a ftate of mind too ter .. 
rible for dtfcription. 

My letter• which I now found woul~ 
b,. 
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be received too late 10 fave me from dif. 
grace, I tore into a thoufand pieces, and 
fcarcc could I ttfrain from putting an in. 
ll:ancaneous, an unlicenlcd period to my 
cxift:cnce. 

In this diforder of my fenfes, I formed 
the horrible plan of turning foot-pad ; for 
which purpofe I rc:rurned co my lodging, 
and colkcled "hat ever of my apparel I 
could part with, which I immediately fold, 
and wnh the profits purchafed a brace of 
pifiols, powder, and fhor. I hope, howe­
ver, you wiH believe me, when l moft fo­
lemnly affurc you, my fole ir.tention was co 
frigb:m the paffenger> I fhould affaolt with 
the!c: dangerous weapons, which I had not 
loaded, but from a refolucior.,-a drea.d. 
ful or.e, I own,-to favc myftlf from an ig• 
nom;nious death if feized. And, indeed, 
I chot..ghr rt.c if I could but procu:-e mo­
ney ti;ffic'c r to pay Mr. Bran~hton, and 
m.lke. joc,ney 10 Scotland, I lhould foon 
be abk, by the pubEc papers, to ditcover 
whom I had injured, and co make private 
retribution. 

But, Madam, new to every fpecies of 
villany, my perturbation was fo grC'at that 
I could with d;l!iculry fupport myfelf: yet 
the Branghtons obferved it not as I paffed 
through the fhop. 

Here 
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Here I frop : what followed is better 

known to yourfelf. But no time can ever 
efface from my memory that momenr, 
when in the very action of preparing for 
my Qwn deftrucl:ion, or the lawlefs feizure 
of the property of others, you nifhed into 
the room, '1nd arrefted my arm !-It was, 
indeed, an awful moment !-the hand of 
Providence feemed to intervene between 
me and eternity ; I beheld you as an an .. 
gel I -I thought you dropt from the 
clot1ds ;-the earth, indeed, had never be­
fore prefented to my view a form fo cc­
k£lial !-vVhat wonder, then, that a fpec­
tacle fo a£lonifhing fhould, to a man difor• 
dered as I was, appear too beautiful to be 
human? 

And now, Madam, that I have per­
formed this painful ta!k) the more grate­
ful one remains of rewarding, as far as is 
in my power, your generous goodnef.c;, by 
a!furing you it fl1all not be thrown away. 
Yoll have awakened me to a fen(e of the 
falfe pride by which I have been ac\uated, 
-a pride which, while it fcorned affiftance 
from a friend, fcrupled not to compel it from 
a (hanger, though at the hazard of redm:ing 
that {hanger to a fituation as deftitute as 
my own. Yer, Oh! how violent was the 
ftruggle which tore my conflic\ing foul, 

ere 
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cre I could perfuade myfelf to l'rofit by the 
benevolence which you were to evidently 
difpoted to exert in my favour! 

By means of a ring, the gift of my 
much-regretted mother, [ have for the pre. 
fent fatisfied Mr. Branghton; and by means 
ofl.our compaffion, I hope to fupport my­
frl , either till I hear from my friend, to 
whom, at length, I have written, or cill the 
relation of my mother returns to town, 

To talk to you, Madam, of paying my 
debt, would be vain; I never can l the fer­
vice you have done me exceeds all power of 
return ; you have reftored me tO my fenfes, 
you have caught me to curb chafe paffions 
which bereft me of them, and, fince I can­
not avoid calamity, to bear it as a man! 
An imerpoficion fo wonderfully circum­
fianccd can never ".lt: recolletl: ed without 
btndir. Yet allow me to foy, the pecu­
niary part of my obligation mutt be fettled 
by my firft ability. 

I am, Madam, with rhe moft profound 
ref peel, and heart-felt gratitude, 

Your o6edient, 
and devoted humble:: fer vant, 

J. M ACA >l TNEY. 

LETTER 
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LETTER XXI, 

Evelina in continuation. 

Holborn, July 1, 5 o'clock io the morn. 

0 SIR, what an adventure have I to 
write !-all night it has occupied my 

thoughts, and I am now rifen thus early, 
to write it to you. 

Yefterday it was fettled that we lhould 
fpend the evening in Marybone-gardens, 
where Mr. Torre, a celebrated foreigner, 
was to exhibit fome fireworks. The party 
confifted of M adame Duval, all the Brangh­
tons, M, Du Bois, Mr. Smith, and Mr. 
Brown. 

We were almoft the firft perfons who 
entered the Gardens, Mr. Branghton having 
declared he would have all be could get for 
his money, which, at beft, was only fooled 
away, at foch filly and idle places, 

We walked in parties, and very much 
detached from one another; Mr. Brown and 
Mifs Polly led the way by themfelves; 
Mifs Branghton and Mr. Smith followed, 
and the latter feemed determined to be re~ 
venged for my behaviour at the ball, by 
transferring all his former attention for me, 
to Mifs Branghton, who received i1 with an 

2 air 
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air of exultation: and very frequently they 
each of chem, though from difftrent mo­
tives, looked back, to difcover whether I 
obferved their good inct:Hfgence. Madame 
Duval walked with M. Du Bois; and Mr. 
Branghton by himfelf; but his fon would 
willingly have attached himftlf wholly ro 
tne, faying frequently, u Comt, Mifs, let's 
you and I have a licrJe fun together; you 
fre they have all left us, fa now let us 
leave them." Bm I begged to be excufed, 
and went tO the other !ide of Madame 
Duval. 

This Garden, as it is called, is neither 
{hiking for magnificence nor for beauty; 
and we were all fo dull and languid, that I 
was extremely glad when we were fum­
moned to the orcheftra, upon the opening 
of a concert; in the courfe of which I 
had the pleafure of hearing a concerto on 
the violin by Mr. Barthelemon, who, to 
me, feems a player of exquifite fancy, feel­
inf!, and variety. 

\Vhen notice was gi.ven us, that the fire .. 
works were preparing, we hurried along to 
fecure good places for the fight.: but» 
very foon, we were fo encircled ar.d in­
commoded by the crowd, that Mr. Smith 
propored the ladieJ fhould make intereft for 
a fot m to fiand u pan; this was foon ef­
Jecl.-.ed, and the men then left us, to ac-

V 01, II. l commodate 
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cornmodate themfelves better/ faying they 
would return the moment the exhibition 
was over. 

The firework was really beautiful, and 
told, with wonderful ingenuity, the ftory 
of Orpheus and Eurydice; but, at the 
moment of the fatal look, which feparated 
them for ever, there was fuch an explofion 
of fire, and fo horrible a noife, that we all, 
as of one accord, jumpt haflily from the 
form, and ran away fome paces, fearing 
that we were in dangt:r of mifchief, from 
the innumerable fparks of fire which glit­
tered in the air. 

For a moment or two, I neither knew 
nor conlidered whither I had run; but 
my recollection was foon awakened by a 
{hanger's ac.ldrtffing me with, " Come 
along with me, my dear, and I'll cake care 
of you." 

I ftarted, and then, to my great terror, 
perceived that I had out-run all my com­
panions, and faw not one human bt:ing I 
knew! wich all the fpeed in my power, and 
forgetful of my firlt fright, I haflened 
back to the place I had kfr ;-but found 
the form occupied by a new fet of peo­
ple. 

In vain, from fide to fide, I looked for 
fome face I knew; I found m~felf in the 
midft of a crowd, yet without party, friend, 

or 
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or acquaintance. I walked, in diford :red 
hafte, from place to place, without know­
ing 'Yhich way to turn, or whither I went, 
Every other moment I was fpoken to, by 
fome bold and unfeeling man, to whom my 
diftrefs, which, I think, muft be very ap­
parent, only furnifued a pretence for im­
pertinent witticifms, or free gallantry. 

At lafi-, a young officer, marching fierce­
ly up to me, faid, "You are a fweet pretty 
creature, and I enlift you in my fervice ;a 
and then, with great violence, he feized 
my hand. I fcreamed aloud with fear, and, 
forcibly fnatching ic away, I ran ha{ti]y up 
to two ladies, and cried, " For H eaven's 
~~~:j "dear ladies, afford me fome protec-

They heard me with a loud laugh, but 
very readi ly faid, " Ay, lee her walk be­
tween us j,. and each of them took hold of 
an arm. 

Then, in a drawling, ironical tone of 
voice, they afked what had frightened 111y 
Iii/le Ladyjhip? I told them my adventure 
very fimply, and intrcated they would have 
the goodnt:fs to affift me in finding my 
friends. 

0 yes, to be fure, they faid, I lhould 
not want for friends, whilft I was with 
them. Mine, I faid, would be very grace .. 
ful for any ·civilities with which they might 

I • favour 
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favour me. But imagine, my dear Sir, how 
I muft be confounded, when I obferved, 
that every other word I fpoke produced a 
loud laugh! However, I will not dwell 
upon a converfation, which foon, to my 
joexpreffible horror, convinced me I had 
fought protection from infult, of thofe who 
were themfelves moft likely to offer it! You, 
my deareft Sir, I well know, will both feel 
for, and pity my terror, which I have no 
words to defcribe. 

Had I been at liberty, I fbould have in­
ftantly run away from them, when I made 
the (bocking difcovery ; but, as they held 
me fall, chat was utterly impoffible: and 
fuch was my dread of their refentment or 
abufe, that I did not dare make any open 
attempt to ercape. 

They afl<td me a thoufand quefl:ions, ac .. 
companied by as many halloos, of who I 
was, what I was, and whence I came. My 
anfwers were very incoherent,-but what, 
g ood H eaven, were my emotions, when, a 
few moments afterwards, I perceived ad­
vancing our way,-Lord Orville! 

Never (hall l forget what I felt at that 
inftant : had I, indeed, been funk to tlie 
guilty fl:ate, which fuch companions might 
lead him to fufpecl, I could fcarce have had 
feelings more crutlly clepreffing. 

However, to my infinite joy, he palfed 
U$ 
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tis without di!tinguifhing me; though I faw 
that, in a carelefs manner, his eyes furveyed 
the party. 

As foon as he was gone, one of thefe 
tinhappy women faid, "Do you know that 
young frllow ?" 

Not thinking it poffible !he fhould mean 
Lord Orville by fuch a term, I readily an­
fwered, '\ No, Madam.'' 

u Why then," anfwered 1he, "you have 
a monClrous good !tare, for a little country 
Mifs." 

I now found I had mi!taken her, but 
was glad to avoid an explanation. 

A few minutes afte r, what was my de ... 
light, to hear the voice of Mr. Brown, who 
called out, " Lord, i'n't that Mifs what's 
her name?" 

"Thank God," cried I, foddenly fpring.: 
ing from them both,\' thank God, I ha\'e 
found my party.,, 

Mr. Brown was, however, alone, and, 
without knowing what I did, I took hold 
of his arm. 

" Lord, Mifs," cried he, H we've had 
fuch a hunt, you can't think! fame of them 
thought you was gone home; but I fays, 
fays I, I don't chink, fays I, that Jhc's like: 
to $0 home all alone, fays I." 

~ So that gentleman belongs to you, 
Mifs, does he?" faid one of the women. 

l l ~~ Yes, 
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u Yes, Madam," anfwered I, " and I 
now thank you for your civility ; but, as I 
am fafe, will not give you any further 
trouble." 

I courtfied nightly, and would have wall<• 
cd away; bur, melt unfortunatt:1y, Madame 
Duval and the two Mifs Branghtons juft 
then joined us. 

They all began to make a thoufand en­
quiries, to which I briefly anfwered, that 
I had been obliged to thefe two ladies for 
walking with me, and would tell them 
more another time : for, though I felt great 
comparative courage, I was yet too much 
intimidated by their prefence, to dare be 
explicit. 

Neverthelefs, I ventured, once more, to 
wifh them good night, and propofed feek­
ing Mr. Branghton. Thefe unhappy wo. 
men lifrened to all that was faid with a kind 
of callous curioficy, and feemed determined 
not to take any hint. But my vexation was 
terribly augmented, when, after having 
whifpered fomethingto each other, they very 
cavalierly declared, that they intended join. 
ing our party ! and then one of them very 
boldly took hold of my arm, while the 
other, going round, feized that of Mr. 
Brown; and thus, almoft forcibly, we were 
moved on between them, and followed by 
Madame Duval and the Mifs Branghtons. 

It 
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It would be very difficulc to fay which 
was greateft, my fright, or Mr. Brown's 
confternation ; who ventured not to make 
the leaft refiftance, though his uneafinefs 
made him tremble almoft as much as my­
felf. I would inftantly have withdrawn my 
arm ; but it was held fo tight, I could not 
move it; and poor Mr. Brown was circum­
ftanced in the fame manner on the other 
fide; for I heard him fay, " Lord, Ma'am~ 
there's no need co fqueeze one's arm fo !" 

And this was our fituarion,-for we had 
not taken three fteps, when,-O Sir,-we 
again met Lord Orville !-but not again 
did he pafs quietly by us,-unhappily I 
caught his eye ;-both mine, immediately, 
were benc to the ground ; bm he approach­
ed me, and we all ftopped. 

I then looked up. He bowed. Good 
God, with what expreffive eyes did he re ... 
~ard me ! Never were furprife and concern 
10 fhongly marked,-yes, my dear Sir, he 
lookedgreat[y conct:rned; and that, the re~ 
membrance of that, is the only confolation 
I frel, for an evening the mo(\:, painful of 
my life. 

What he firrt faid I know not; for, in.· 
deed, I feemed to have neither ears nor 
underfianding; but I recollect that I only 
courcfied in filence. He paufed for an m. 
frant, as if-I believe fo,-as if unwilling 

I 4 to 
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to pafs on; and then, lindrng the whole 
parry detained, he again bowed, and took 
leave. 

Indeed, my dear Sir, I thought I lhould 
have fain red , fo great was my emotion from 
:fhame, vexation, and a thoufand other feel­
ings, for which I have noexpreffions. I ab. 
foluttly tore myfelf from the woman's arm, 
and then, dikngaging myfolf from that of 
Mr. Brown, I went to Madame Duval, and 
befbugbt that {he would nol! fu.ffer me to 
be agam parted from her. 

I fancy-that Lord · Orville faw what' 
paffed ; fur fcarcely was I at liberty, ere he 
n:n1rned. Methought, my dear Sir, the 
pleafure, the furprife of rhat mom~nt, re­
compenfrd me for all the cha~rin I had be. 
fore fdt : for do you not thrnk, that this 
return manifdh, from a character fa quiet, 
fo referved as Lord Orville's, fomething • 
like fol1citL1de in my concerns ?-fuch, at 
leaft, was the interpretation I involuntarily 
made upon again feeing him. 

With a politenefs to which I have been 
fome time very little ufed, he apologifed 
for returning, and then enquired after the 
health of Mrs. Mirvan, and the reft of the 
Howard Grove family, The flattering 
conjecture which I haveju!l: acknowledged, 
had fo wonderfully re!l:ored my fpirits, 
that I believe I never anfwered him fo rea-

dily, 
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dily, and with fo little con(haint. Very 
fhort, however, was the duration of this 
converfation : for we were foon moft difa­
greeably interrupted. 

The Mifs Branghtons, though they faw 
almoft imrnediatdy the characters of the 
women to whom I had fa unfortunately 
applit:d, were, neverthe1efs, fa weak and 
foolifh, as merely to titter at their beha~ 
viour. As to Madame Duval, fhc was for 
fome time fo ftrangely impofed upon, that 
fue thought they were rwo real fine ladies. 
Indeed iris wonderful to fee how eafily and 
how frequently ilie is deceived : our d1ftur­
bance, however, arofe from young Bro,vn, 
who was now between the two women, by 
whom his arms were abfolutely pinioned co 
his !ides: for a fow minutes his complaints 
had been only murmured; but he now 
talled out aloud, " Goodnefs, Ladies, you 
hurt me like any thing! why 1 can'c walk 
at all, if you keep pinching my arms 
lo!" 

This fpeech raifed a loud laugh in the 
women, and redoubled the tittering of the­
Mifs Branghtons. For my own part, I was 
moft cruelly confuled ; while the counte­
nance of Lord Orville maoifefl:t:d a. fort of 
iodignant aftonifhment; and, from that mo­
mem, he fpoke to me no more, till he cock 
leave. 

I 5 Madam~ 
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Madame Duval, who now began to fuf. 
peel: her company, propofed our taking rho 
Jirll: box we faw empty, befpeaking a fup­
per, and waiting till Mr. Branghton lhould 
find us. 

Mifs Polly mentioned one fhe had re­
marked, to which we all turned; Madame 
Duval inll:anrly feared herfelf; and the rwo 
bold women, forcing the frightened Mr. 
Brown to go between them, followed her 
example. 

Lord Orville, with an air of gravity that 
wounded my very foul, then wi01ed me 
good niishr. I faid not a word ; but my 
face, it it had any connection with my 
heart, mull: have looked melancholy in­
deed : and fo, I have fome reafon to be• 
lieve, it did ; for he added, with much 
more foftne(s, though not lefs dignity,. 
" Will Mifs Anville allow me to afk her 
addrefs, and to pay my refpecl:s to her be­
fore I leave town ?" 

0 how I changed colour at this unex-­
pecl:ed requell: !-yet what was the mortifi­
cation I fuffered, in anfwering, "My Lord1 l am-in Holborn !" 

He then bowed, and left us. 
What, what can he think of this adven~ 

ture ! how ftrangely, how cruelly have alt 
appearances turned againfi: me ! Had I 
.been bleffed wilh any prcfence of mind, I 

10 !hould 
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fhould in!tantly have explained to him the 
accident which occafioned my being in fuch 
cerribie company ;-but I have none! 

As to the refl: ot che evening, I cannot 
relate the particulars of what paffed; for, to 
yoll, l only wrne of what l think, and I can 
think of nothing but this untortunate, this 
difgracefol ~1eeting. Thefe two wretched 
women continued to torment us all, but ef­
pecially poor Mr. Brown, who feemed .to 
afford thtrn uncommon diverfion, till we 
were difcovered by Mr. Branghton, who 
very foon found means to rel~afe us from 
thdr perfecutions, by frightening them 
away. ,vVe ftayed but a fhort time after. 
they left us, which was all employed in ex­
planations. 

Whatever may be the confl:rutl:ion which 
Lord Orville may put upon this Jffnir~ to 

me it cannot fail of being unfavourable; to 
be feen-gracious Heavt:n !-to be feen in 
company with two women of fuch charac­
ter !-How vainly, how proudly have I 
wilbed to avoid meeting him when only 
with the Branghtons and Madame Duval,, 
-but now, how joyful fhould I be had he 
feen me to no greater difadvantage !-Hol. 
born, too! what a <lirc:cl:ion !-he who had 
always-but I will not torment you, my 
dearefr Sir, with any more of my mortifying 
conje£tures and .ipprehenfio!ls : perhaps he.:: 

l 6 may 
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may call,-and then I fhal! have an oppor: 
tuniry of explaining to him all the moll: 
!hacking part of the adventure. And yet, 
as I did not tell him at whofe houfe I lived, 
he may not be able to difcover me; I mere­
ly faid in Ho/born, and he, who I foppofe 
faw my embarralfment, forbore to a!k any 
other direction. 

Well, I muft take my chartce ! 
Yet let me, in juftice to Lord Orville; 

and in ju ft ice to the high opinion I have 
alway, entertained of his honour and deli­
cacy,-let me obferve the difference of his 
behaviour, when nearly in the fame fitua­
rion, to that of Sir Clement Willoughby. 
He had at leaft equal caufe to depreciate 
me in his opinion, and to mortify and fink 
me in my own : but for different was his 
conduct ;-perplexed, indeed, he looked, 
and much furprifed,-but it was benevo­
lently, not with infolence. I am even in­
•clined to think, chat he could not fee a 
young creaturr, whom he had fo lately 
known in a higher fphere, appear fo fod­
denly, fo ftrangely, fo difgracefully altered 
in her firuation, without fome pity and con­
cern. But, whatever might be his doubts 
and fu(picions, far from fuffering chem to 
infl.t1 en1.:e his bthaviom, he fpoke, he look­
ed with the fame politcnefs and attention 

with 
2 
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with which he had always 1,onoured me 
when cot1ntenanced by Mrs. Mirvan. 

Once again, h:t me drop this fubjecl:. 
In every mortification, every difturbance~ 

how grateful to my heart, how fweet to my 
recollection, is the certainty of your never­
failing tendernefs, fympathy, and protec­
tion! Oh Sir, could I, upon this flibject, 
could I write as 1 feel,-how animated 
would be the language of 

Your devoted 
EvELINA r 

LETTER XXII. 

Evelina to the Rev. Mr. Yillars. 

Holborn. July J .,. 

LISTLESS, uneafy, and without either 
fpirit or courage to employ myfelf,, 

from the time I had finifhed my laft letter,. 
I indolently feated myfelf at the window, 
whc:re, while I waited Madame Duval's, 
fommons to breakfaft, I perceived, among 
the carriages which paffed by, a coronee 
coach, and, in a few minutes, from the win­
dow of it, Lord Orville ! I inftantly re .. 
treated, but not, I believe, unfoen; for the 
coach immediately drove op to our door. 

Indeed, 
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Indeed, my dear Sir, I muft own I was 

greatly agitated ; the idea of receiving Lord 
Orville by myfelf,-chi: knowledge that his 
vifit was entirely to me,-tHe wifh of ex­
plaining the unfortunate adventure of yef- -
terd,1.y,-and the mortification of my pre­
fent circumftances,-Jll rhefe thoughts, oc-­
curring to me nearly at the f.i.me time, oc­
cafioned me more anxiety, confufion, and 
perplexitv, than I can poffibly expreis. 

I believe he meant to ie'nd up his name; 
but the maid, unufed to fuch a ceremony, 
forgot it by the way, and only told me, that 
'-great Lord was below, and de6.rt:d to (ee ... 
me: and, the next momenr, he appeared 
himielf. 

If formerly, when in the circle of high 
life, and accurl:omed to its m.anners, I fo 
much admired and difl:ingui!hed the grace, 
the elegance of Lord Orville, think, Sir, 
how they mufl: ftrike me now,-now, when,_ · 
far removed from that fplendid circle, I . 
live with thofe to whom even civility is un­
known, and decorum a {hanger!" 

I am fore I received him very awkward­
ly; depreifed by a Gtuation fo difagreeable, 
could I do otherwife? When his firft en. 
quiries were made, " I think myfelf very 
folitunate," he faid, u in meeting with Mifs 
Anville at home, and ftill more fo, in find­
ing her difengaged.:'. 

l only. 
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I only courtfied. He then talked of Mrs. 

Mirvan ; afked how long I had been in 
town, and other fuch gt:neral qudl:ions, 
which, happily, gave me time to recover 
from my tmbarralfment. • Afo:r which1 he 
faid, "If Mifs Anville will allow me the 
honour of fitting by her a few minutes (for 
we were both O:anding) I will venture to 
tell her the motive which, ntxt to t nquiring 
after her health, has prompted me to wait. 
on her thus early." 

We were then both feated, and, after a 
fhort paufe, he faid, " How to apologife 
for fo ~reat a liberty as I am llpon the point 
of takmg, I know not ;-Jhall I, therefore, 
rely wholly upon your goodne!s, and not 
apologife at all (» 

I only bowed. 
'' I fhould be extremely forry to appear 

impertinent, - yec hardly know how to 
avoid ir." 

"Impertinent! 0 my Lord," cried 1;' 
eagerly," that, I am fure,. is impoffible !" 

"· You are very good," anfwered he-; 
~' and encourage me to be ingenuu 1s-" 

Again he ftopped: but my txpeftation 
was too great for fpeech: at !aft, without 
tooking at me, in a low voice and hefitating 
manner, he faid, '' Were chafe ladies with 
whom I faw you laft night, ever in -your 
company before ?'~ 

. ~ Nt>,' 
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" No, my Lord," cried I, riling, and, 
colouring violently, " nor will they ever­
be again." 

He rofe too, and, with an air of the moll 
tondefcending concern, faid, " Pardon,. 
Madam, the abruptnefs of a queftion which 
I knew not how to introduce as I ought,. 
and for which I have no excufe to offer,. 
but my refpect for Mrs. Mirvan, joined to 
the fincerdl: wi!hes for your happinefs: yec 
I frar I have gone too far!" 

" I am very fenfible of the honour of 
your ~ordfbip's attention," faid I, '' but: 

" Permit me to affure you," cried he,. 
finding I hefnaced, " that o.fficioufnefs is 
not my characterifl:ic, and that I would by 
no means have ri!ked your difpleafure, had 
I not been fully fatisfied you were too ge­
nerous to be offended, without a real caufe 
fJf offence." 

'' Offt'nded !'" cried I," no, my Lord,.f 
am only grieved,-grieved, indeed! to find 
myfelf in a lituation fo unfortunate-, as to be 
obliged to make explanations which cannot 
but mortify and fuock me." 

" It is I alone," cned he, with fome ea .. · 
gernefs, '"' who am !hm:k~d, as it is I who, 
deferve to. be mortified ; I feek no explana­
tion, for I have no doubt ; but, in miftak­
ing me. Mifs Anville injures herfelf: allow 
· me, 
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me, therefore, frankly and openly to tell 
you the intention of my vifit.', 

I bowed, and we both returned to our 
fears. 

" I will own myfelf to have been greatly 
furprifed," continued he," when I met you 
yefterday evening, in company with two 
perfons who I was fenfible merited not the 
honour of your notice; nor was it eafy for 
me to conjecture the caufe of your being 
fo ficuat_ed ; yet, believe me, my incerti­
tude did not for a moment do you injury; 
I was fatisfied that their characters muft be 
unknown to you, and I thought with con­
cern of the fhock you would fufl:ain, when 
you difcovered their unworthinefs. I fhou ld 
not, however, upon fo ihort an acquaint .. 
ance, have ufurped the privilege of intima­
cy, in giving my unafked fentiments upon 
fo delicate a fobject, had I not known that 
credulity is the fiiler of innocence, and 
therefore feared you might be deceived. A 
fomething, which I could not refifr, urged 
me co the freedom I have taken to camion 
you; but I !hall not eauly forgive myfelf, 
if I have been fo unfortunate as to give you 
pain." 

The pride which his firft queftion had 
excited, now fubfided into delight and gra­
titude, and I infrantly related to him, as 
well as I could, the accident which had oc-

cafioned 
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calioned my joining the unhappy women 
with whom he had met me. He liftened with 
an attention fo flattering, feemed fo much 
inten::fted <luring the recital, and, when I 
had done, thanked me, in terms fo polite, 
for what he was pleafed to call my conde­
fcenfion, that I was almoft aihamed either 
to look at, or hear him. 

Soon after, the maid came to tell me, that 
Madame Duval defired to have breakfa{l; 
made in her own room. 

"I fear,,, cried Lord Orville, inftantly 
rifing, " that I have intruded upon your 
tjme,-yet who, fo lituated, could do orher­
wile?,, Then, taking my liand, " Will 
Mifs Anville allow me thus co feal my 
peace?" He: prdfed it co his lips, and cook 
leave. 

Generous, noble Lord Orville! how dif­
interefted his conduc1 ! how delicate his 
whole behaviour ! willing to advife, yet 
afraid to wound me !-Can I ever, in fu­
ture, regret the adventure I met wich at 
Marybone, fince it has been productive of 
a vifit fo flattering? Had my mortification, 
been frill more humiliating, rny terrors fiill 
more alarming, fuch a mark of dh:tm­
may I not call it fo ?-from Lord Orville, 
would have made me ample amends. 

And indted, my clear Sir, 1 require fomc 
confolation in my prefent very difagrccable 

fituation; 
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tituation ; for, fince he went, two incidents, 
have happened, that, had not my fpirits 
been particularly elated, would greatly have 
difconccrted me. 

During breakfaft, Madame Duval, very 
abruptly, alked if I lhould like to be mar­
ried ? and added, that Mr. Bran ghton had 
been propofing a match for me with his fon. 
Surprifed, and, l muft own, provoked, I 
affun:d her chat, in think ing of me, Mr. 
Branghton would very vainly lofe his time. 

"Why," cried fhe, "I have had grander 
views for you, myfrlf, if once I could get 
you to Paris, and make you be owned ; 
but, if I can't do chat, and you can do no 
better, why, as yol1 arc both my relations, 
I think to leave my fonune betwec:n you, 
and then, if you marry, you never need 
want for nothing." 

I begged her not to purfue the fubject; 
as, I affured her, Mr. Branghton was to­
tally difagreeablt: to me: but fhe continued 
her admonitions and reflt:dions, with her 
ufual difregard of whatever I could ar'J(wer; 
She charged me, vc:ry peremptori ly, neither 
wholly to difc0l1rage, nor yet to accept Mr. 
Branghton's offer, till fhe faw what could 
be done for me: the young man, fhe added, 
had often intended to fpe.ak to me himfelf, 
but, not well knowing how to introduce 

cbc 
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the fo bject, he had defired her to pave the 
way for him. 

1 fcrupled not, warmly and freely to de­
clare my averf10n to this propofal; but it 
was to no effect ; fhe concluded, juft as fue 
had begun, by faying, that I !hould not 
have him, if I could do bett,r, 

Nothing, however, !hall perfoade me to 
liften to any other perfon concerning this 
odious affair. 

My fecond caufe of uneafincfs arifes, 
very unexpectedly, from M. Du Bois, 
who, to my infinite furprife, upon Madame 
Duval's quitting the room after dinner, put 
into my hand a note, and immediately left 
the houfe. 

This note contains an open declaration 
of an attachment to me, which, he fays, he 
fhould never have prefumed to have ac­
knowledged, had he not been informed that 
Madame Duval deftined my hand to young 
Branghton,--a match which he cannot 
endµre to think of. He beft:cches me, ear­
neJlly, to pardon his temt:rity, profeffes the 
moft inviolable:: n:fpeCt, and commits his fate 
to time, patience, and pity. 

This conduct in M. Du Bois gives m·c 
real concern, as I was difpof~d to think 
very well of him. It will not, however, 
be difficult to difcourage him, and therefore 
l Jhall not acquaint Madame Duval of his 

letter. 
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letter, as I have reafon to believe it would 
greatly difpleafe her. 

LETTER XXIII. 

E'Veli11a in continuation. 

Joly!• 

O SIR, how much uneafinefs muft I 
fttffer, to counterbalance one fhort 

morning of happinefs ! 
Yefterday the Branghtons propofed a 

party to Kenfington-gardens, and, as ufual, 
Madame Duval infifted upon my attend­
ance-. 

We went in a hackney-coach to Picca­
dilly, and then had a walk through Hyde 
Park, which, in any other company, would 
have been delightful. I was much pleafed 
with Kenfington-gardens, and think them 
infinitely preferable to thofeofVauxhall. 

Young Branghton was extremely trouble­
fome; he: infifted upon walking by my !ide, 
and talked with me almoft by compulfion: 
however, my referve and coldnelS prevented 
his entering upon the hateful fubject which 
Madame Duval had prepared me to appre­
hend. Once, indeed, when I was, acci­
dentally, a few yards before the reft, he 

laid, 
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faid, " I fuppofe, Mifs, aunt has to1d you 
about you know what ?-ha'n't lhe, Mifs ?" 
-But I turned from him without making 
any anfwer. Neither Mr. Smith nor Mr. 
Brown were of the party; and poor M. Du 
Bois, when he found chat I avoided him, 
looked fo melancholy, that I was really Corry 
for him. 

While we were ftrolling round the gar­
den, I perceived, walking with a party of 
ladies at fome diftance, Lord Orville! I 
inftantly retreated behind Mifs Branghton, 
and kept out of fight till we had pa/fed him: 
for I dreaded being feen by him again in a 
public walk, with a party of which I was 
afhamed. 

Happily I fucceeded in my defign, and 
faw no more of him; for a fudden and viow 
lent fhower of rain made us all haften out 
of the gardens. We ran till we came to a 
fmall green. fhop, where we begged fhelter. 
Here we found ourfdvts in company with 
two footmen, whom the rain had driven 
into the fhop. Their livery, I thought, I 
had before feen; and upon looking from 
the window, I perceived the fame upon. a 
coachman belonging to a carriage, which I 
immediately recolletled co be Lord Or­
viJle's. 

Fearing to be known, I whifpered Mifs 
Branghton not to fpeak my name. Had I 

confidered 
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confidered but a moment, I fhould ha,·e 
been fenfible of the in utility or' fuch a cau­
tion, fince not one of the party call me by 
any other appellation than that of Couji11, or 
of Mift; but 1 am perpetually involved in 
fome diftrefs or dilemma from my own heed .. 
leifoefs. 

This requeft excited very ftrongly her cu..: 
riofity; and fue attacked me with fuch ea­
gernefs and blunmefs of enquiry, that I 
could not avoid telling her the reafon of 
my making ir, and, confequently, that I 
was known to Lord Orville: an acknow­
ledgment which proved the moll: unfortu­
natt" in the world ; for fhe would not refr 
till {he had drawn from me the circum­
ftances attending tny firft making the ac­
quaintance4 Thtm, calling to her fifter, fhe 
faid, " Lord, Polly, only think! Mifs has 
danced with a L ord l" 

"Well," cried Polly, "that's a thing I 
!hould never have thought ol ! And pray 
Mih, what did he fay to you?" 

This qudl:ion was much fooner afked 
than anfwered; and they both became fo 
very inquifitive and earneft, chat they foon 
drew the am:•ntion of Madame Duval and 
the reft of the party, to whom, in a very 
ihort time, they repeated all lhey had ga• 

• thered from me. 
~~ Goodnefs, ~1en," cried young Brangh-' 

ton, 
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ton, " if I was Mifs, if I would not make 
free with his Lordfi1ip's coach to take me 
to town." 

'' Why ay," faid the father," there would 
be fome fenfe in that; that would be mak­
ing fome ufe of a Lord's acquaintance, for 
it would fave us coach-hire." 

" Lord, Mifs," cried Polly," I wifl1 you 
would, for I fhould like of all things to ride 
in a coronet coach ! ,, 

"I promife you," faid M adame: Duval, 
" I'm glad you've thought of ir, for I don't 
fee no objection ;-fo let's have the coach­
man called." 

" Not for the world," cried I, very much 
alarmed," indeed it is utterly impoffible.n 

"Why fo ?"'' demanded Mr. Branghton ~ 
" pray where's the good of your knowing a 
Lord, if yoll're never the better for him ? " 

" Ma Joi, child," faid Madame Duval, 
" you don't know no more of the world 
than if you was a baby. Pray, Sir, (to one 
of the footmen ) tell that coachman to draw 
up, for I wants to fpeak to him." 

The man !bred, but did not move. 
"Pray, pray, Madam," faid I, " pray, 
Mr. Branghton, have the goodnefs to give 
up this plan; I know but very little of his 
Lordfhip, and cannot, upon any account, 
take fo great a liberty." 
~ Don't fay nothing about it," faid Ma­

dame 
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dame Duval, "for I 01all have it my own 
way: fo if you won"t call the coachman, Sir, 
I'll promife you I'll c~ll him_ myfelf." 

The footman, very 1mpertrnently, laugh­
ed and turned upon his heel, Madame Du­
val, extremely irritated, ran ouc in the rain, 
and beckoned the coachman, who inftantly 
obeyed her fummons. Shocked beyond all 
c:xprefiion, I flew after her, and entreated 
her with the ucmofl: earneHnefs, to let us 
return in a hackney-coach :-but oh !­
!he is impenetrable co perfuafion ! She told 
the man !he wanted him to carry her di­
rectly co town, and chat fl1e would anfwer 
for him to Lord Orvil!e. The man, with 
a fneer, thanked her, but faid he rhou ld 
anfwer for himfelf; and was driving off, 
when another footman came up to him, 
with information that his Lord was gone 
into Kenfington Palace, and would not wane 
him for an hour or two. 

" Why then> friend)" faid Mr. Brangh­
ton, (for we were followed by all c/,e· party) 
" where will be the great harm ot your 
taking us co town ? " 

"Hefides,
0 faid the fan, "I'll promife 

you a pot of beer for my own fhare." 
Thefe fpeeches had no oLher anfwer from 

tbe coachman t_han a loud laugh> which wa.'I 
echoe~ by the rnfolent footmen, J rejoiced 
g,t their refifiance-, though I was certain 

VoL. IJ. K that 
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that if their Lord had witnelfrd their imper­
tinence, they would have been inftantly dif. 
miffed his fervice. 

"Pardi," cried Madame Duval," if I 
don't think all the footmen are the moft im. 
pudenteO: fellows in the kingdom! But I'll 
promife you I'll have your maO:er told of 
your airs, fa you'll ~et no good by 'em.,, 

"\Vhy pray," fa1d the coachman, rather 
alarmed, " did my Lord give you leave to 
ufe the coach ? " 

"lt's no matter for that," anfwered fhe; 
H I'm fure if he's a gentleman, he'd let us 

have it fooner than we fbould be wet to the 
/kin: but I'll promife you he /hall know 
how faucy you've been, for this young lady 
knows him very well." 

" Ay, that /he does," faid Mifs Polly; 
"and llie's danced with him too." 

Oh how I repented my foolilh mifma­
nagement. The men bit their Jips, :.nd 
looked at one another in fome confufion. 

'fhis was perceived by our party, who, 
taking advantage of it, protefted they would 
write Lord Orville word of ,heir ill beha­
viour without delay. This quite O:artled 
them, and one of the footmen offered co run 
to che palace and afk his Lord's permiffiolil 
for our having the carriage. 

This propofal really made me tremble; 
and the llranghtons all hung back upon it: 

but 
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but MJdame Duval is never to be diffuad­
ed from a fchcme !he has once formed. "Do 
fo," cried fhe," and give this child's corn­
plimenrs to your mafter, and tell him, as 
we ha'n't no coach here, we fhould be glad 
to ~0 ju!t as far as Holborn in his." 

' No, no, no I" cried I; "don't go,-! 
know nothing of his Lord!hip,-1 fend no 
melTJge,-1 h1ve nothing to fay to him ! " 

The men, very much perplexed, could 
with difficulty reU:rain themfe!Ves from re­
fuming their impertinent mirth. M 3dame 
Duval !Colded me very angrily, nnd tht'n 
de{ired them to go direft:ly. "Pray, ther.," 
faid the coachman, " what name is to be 
given to my Lord ? " 

" Anville," anrwered Madame Duval, 
" tell him Mifs Anville wants the coach ; 
the young lady he danced wirh onct." 

I was really in nn agony; but the winds 
could not have been mon:: <leaf to me, than 
thofe to whom I pleaded! and therefore the 
footman, urged by the repeated threats of 
Madame Duval, and perhaps recollect-in()' 
the name him(df, actually went to the pa~ 
lace with this Change me1fage 1 

I-:Ie returned in·~ few minutes, and bow~ 
ing to me with the greateft refpetr, faid, 
u My Lord defires his compliments, ::tnd 
his carriage will be always at Mifa Anville's fervice,•~ 

K2 I was 



220 EVELINA; 

I was fo much affected by this politenefs, 
and chagrined at the whole affair, that I 
could fcarce refrain from tears. Madame 
Duwal and the Mifs Branghtons eagerly 
jumped into the coach, and defired me co 
follow. I would rather have fubmitted to 
the fevereft punifi1ment ;-but all refiftance 
was varn. 

During the whole ride, I faid not a word; 
however, the reft of the party were fo talk­
ative, chat my !ilence was very immaterial. 
We frapped at our lodgings; but when 
Madame Duval and I alighted, the Brangh­
tons afked if they could not be carried on to 
Snow-Hill? The fervants, now all civility, 
made no objection. Remonftrances from 
me would, I too well knew, be fruitlefs; 
and therefore, with a heavy heart, I retired 
to my room, and kft them to their own 
dir«cl:ion. 

Seldom have I paired a night in greater 
uneafinefs :-fo lately to have cleared my­
felf in the good opinion of Lord Orville,­
fo foon to forfeit it ! - to give him rea­
fon to fuppofe I prefumed to boaft of his 
acquaintance !-to publifh his having danc­
c,d with me !-to take with hifll a Ii berry- I 
fhould have blufhed to have taken with the 
moft intimate of my friends !-to treat with 
Juch impertinent freedom one who has ho­
.noured me with fuch diftinguifhed .refp.ecl: ! 

-indeed, 
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-indeed, Sir, I could have met with no 
accident that would fo cruelly have tor­
mented me! 

If fuch were, then, my feelings, imagine, 
-for I cannot defcribe, what I fuffered 
during the fcene I am now going to write. 

Thi·s morning, while I was alone in the 
dining-room, young Branghton called. I-le 
entered with a moO: important air, and ftrm­
ting up to me, faid, " Mifs, Lord Orville 
fends his compliments to you." 

"Lord Orville!" - repeated I, much 
amazed. 

"Yes, Mifs, Lord Orville; for I know 
his Lordfhip now, as well as you.-And a 
very civil gentleman he is, for all he's a 
Lord.'' 

" For Heaven's fake," cried I, "explain 
yourfelf.,, 

"Why you muft know, Mifs, after we 
left you, we met with a little misfortune; 
but I don"t mind it now, for it's all turned 
out for the heft : but, juft as we were a 
going up Snow-Hill, plump wC comes 
againfl: a cart, with fuch a jogg it almoft 
pulled the coach-wheel off; however, that 
i'n't the: worft, for as I went to open the 
door in a hurry, a thinking the coach would 
be broke down, as ill-luck would have it, 
I never minded that the glafs was up, and 

K 3 fo 
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fa I poked my head fairly through it. Onty 
fee, Mifs, how l've cut my forehead!" 

A much worfe accident to himfelf would 
nor, I believe, at that moment, have given 
me any concern for him : however, he pro­
ceeded with his account, for I was too much 
confounded to interrupt him . 

~, Goodnefs, Mirs, we were in fuch a 
ftew, us, and the frrv3.nts, and all, as you 
can't rhmk; for, befides the glafs being 
broke, the coachman faid how the coach 
would n'r be fofe to go back to Kenfington. 
So we did n't know what to do; howtver, 
the footmen faid they'd go and tell his 
Lord/hip what had happened. So then fa­
ther grtw quite uneafy, like, for fear of his 
Lord/hip's raking offence, and prejudicing 
us in our bufinels : fa he faid I lhould go 
this morning and a!k his pardon, 'caufe of 
having broke the glafs. So then I afked 
the footmen the direction, and they told 
me he lived in Berkt!ey-fquare; fo this 
morning I went,-and I foon found out the 
houfe." 

"You did I" cried I, quite out of breath 
with apprehenfion. 

"Yes, Mifs, and a very fine houfe it is: 
Did you ever fee it?" 

"No." 
~-' l'jo!-why then, Mifs, I know more 

of 
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of his Lordfhip than you do, for all you 
knew him fir!t. So, when I came to the 
door, I was in a peck of troubles, a chink­
ing what I ihould fay co him; however, 
the fervancs had no mind I fhould fee him, 
for they told me he was bufy, but I mi~ht 
leave my mefi"age. So I was jufl: a coming 
away, when I bethought myfelf to fay I 
come from you." 

"From me!-" 
" Yes, Mifs,-for you know why fhould 

I have fuch a long walk as that for no­
thing? So I fays to the porter, fays I, tell 
his Lordfhip, fays I, one wants to fpeak 
to him as comes from one Mifs Anville, 
fays I." 

" Good God," cried I, " and by what 
authority did you take fuch a liberty!" 

'' Goodnt:fs, Mifs, don't be in fuch a 
hurry, for you'll be as glad as me, when 
you hear how well it all turned out. So, 
then they made way for me,. and faid 
his Lordfhip would fee me directly; and 
there I was led through fuch a heap of fer­
va'nts , and fo many rooms, that my heart 
quite mifgave me; for I thou oht, thinks I, 
he'll be fo proud he'll hardly let me fpeak; 
but he's no more proud than I am, and he 
was as civil as if L'd bet:n a lord myfelf. 
So then I faid, I hoped he would n't take 
it ami[s about the glafs, fo r it was quite an 

K 4 accident ;. 
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accident; but he bid me not mention it, 
for it did not fignify. And then he faid he 
hoped you go t fafe home, and was n't 
fr ightened ; and fa I faid yes, and I gave 
your duty to him." 

" My dmy to him!" exclaimed I,­
" and who gave you leave ?-who defired 
you?" 

"0, I did it of my own head, jufl: to 
make him think I came from you. But I 
lhould have told you before how the foot• 
man faid he was going out of town to­
morrowevening, and that his filler was foon 
ro be married, and that he was a ordering 
a heap of things for that; fa it come 
into my head, as he was fo affable, that I'd 
afk him for his cufl:om. So I fays, fays I, 
my Lord, fays I, if your Lordfhip i'n't en­
gaged particularly, my father is a filver­
linith, and he'd be very proud to ferve you, 
fays I; and Mifs Anville, as danced with 
you, is his coufin, .an<l fhe's my coufin too, 
and lhe'd be very much obligated to you, 
I'm fore." 

"You'll drive me wild,,, (cried I, ftart­
ing from my feat)" you have done me an 
irreparable injury;- but I will hear no 
more ! " - and then I ran into my own 
room. 

I was half frantic, I really raved; the 
good op,nion of Lord Orville feemed now 

irretrievably 
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irretrievably loft: a fain't hope, wl1ich in 
the morning I had vainly encouraged, that 
I might fee him again, and explain the 
tranfacl:ion, wholly vanifhed, now I found 
he was fo foon to leave town : and I could 
not but conclude that, for the refr of my 
life, he would regard me as an object of 
utter contempt. 

The very idea was a dagger to my heart! 
-I could not fupport it, and-but I blufh 
to proceed-I fear your difapprobarion, yet 
I fhould not be confcious of havin& me ... 
rited ir, but that the repugnance I feel to 
relate to you what I have done, makes me 
fufpccl: I muft have erred. Will you for­
give me, if I own that I firft wrote an 
account of this tranfaEtion to Mifs Mir­
van ?-and that I even thought of conceal­
ing it from you ?-Short-lived, however, 
was the ungrateful ·idea, and fooner will l 
ri{k the ju!lice of your difpleafure, than 
unworthily betray your generous con­
fidence. 

You are now probably prepared for what 
follows-which is a letter-a hall:y letter, 
that, in the height of my agitation, l wrote 
10 Lord Orville. 

"My Lord, 
" I am fo infinitely alhamed of the ap­

plication made yefterday for your Lord. 
K 5 thip's 
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fliip's carriage in my name, and fo greatly 
!bocked at hearing how much it was in­
jured, that I cannot forbear writing a few 
lines, to clear mylelf from the irl1putation 
of an impertinence which I blufh to be 
fufpecl:ed of, and to acquaint you, that the 
requert for your carriage was made .1gainft 
my confenr, and the vifit with which you 
were importuned this morning, without my 
knowledge. 

H 1 am inexpreffibly concerned at having 
been the inftrumenr, however innocently,. 
of fo mllch trouble to your LordJ11ip; but 
I beg you t0 believe, that reading thcfe lines 
is the only part of it which I have given 
voluntarily. 

'' I am, my Lord, 
Your Lord/hip's moft humble fervant, 

EVELINA ANVILLE."' 

I applied to the maid of the hoofe to get 
this note conveyed to Berl~eley-fquare; 
but fcarce had I pantd with it, before I 
r egretted having written at all, and I was. 
flyi ng down fl.:airs to recover ir, when the 
voice of Sir Clemtnt Willoughby ftopped 
me. As Madame Duval had ordered we 
lhould be denied to him, I was obliged t<> 
return up !lairs; and after he was gone, my 
application was too late, as the maid had 
given it to a porter. 

My 
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My time did not pafs very ferenely while 
he was gone; however, he brought me no 
anfwer, but that Lord Orville was not at 
home. ,vhether or not he will take the 
trouble to tend any ;-or whether he will 
condefcend to call ;-or whether the affaic 
will reft as it is, I know nut ;-but, in be­
ing ignorant, am mo(t cruelly anxious. 

LETTER XXIV. 

Evelina in. continuation. 

July 4. 

Y OU may now, my dear Sir, ftnd 
Mrs. Clinton for your Evdina with 

as much fpeed as fhe can conveniently 
make the journey, for no further oppofition 
will be madt: to her leaving this town: 
nappy had it perhaps been for her had fi,e 
never entered it! 

This morning Madame Duval clefired me 
to go to Snow~hill, with an invitation to the 
Branghtons and Mr·. Smith, to fpend the 
evening with her: and .01e defircd M. Du 
Bois, who breakfalled with us, to accom­
pany me. I was very unwilling ro obey 
her, as I neither wifhed to walk with M. 
Du Bois, nor yet to mctt young Brang hron. 
And, indcedJ another, a yet more powerful 

K 6 reafon,, 
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reafon, added to my relufrance,-for I 
thought it pollible that Lord Orville might 
fend fome anfwer, or perhaps might call, 
during my abfence; however, I did not 
dare difpute her commands. 

Poor M. Du Bois fpoke not a word dur­
ing our walk, which was, I bel ieve, equally 
unpleafant to us both. We found all the 
family alfembled in the lhop. Mr. Smith, 

, the moment he percei vtd me, addreffed 
himfelf to Mifs Branghton, whom he enter­
tained with all the gallantry in his power. 
I rejoice ro find that my conduct at the 
Hampf\ead ball has had fo good an effect. 
But yollng Hranghton was extremely trou­
blefome, he repeatedly laughed in my face, 
and looked fo impertinently fignificant, that 
I was obliged to give up my referve to M. 
Du Bois, and enter into converfation with 
him, merely to avoid fuch boldnefs. 

" Mifs," faid Mr. Branghton, '' I'm 
forry to hear from my fon that you was n't 
plcafe<l with what we did about that Lord 
Orville; but I fhould like to know what 
it was you found fault with, for we did a.II 
for the heft." 

" Goodnefs !" cried th...e fon, " why if 
you'd feen Mifs, you'd have been furprifed 
-:he went out of the room quite in a 
huff, like." 

~~ It is too late, now," faid I, ~' to reafon 
upon 
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upon this fubjeB:; but, for the future, I 
mull take the liberty to requell, that my 
name may never ~ made ufe of wirhol:]t 
my knowledge. May I tell Madame Du­
val that you will cfo her the favour to accept 
her invitation ?" 

" As to me, Ma'am," faid Mr. Smith~ 
" I am much obliged to the old lady, but 
I've no mind to be taken in by her again ; 
you'll excufe me, Ma'am." 

All the rell promifed to come, and I then 
tobk leave: but as I left the fhop, I heard 

r. Branghton fay," Take courage, Tom, 
fhe's only coy.,. And, before I had walked 
ten yards, the youth followed, 

I was fa much offended that I would not 
look at him, but began to converfe with 
M. Du Bois, who was now more lively than 
I had ever before feen him; for, moil: un. 
fortunately, he mifinterpreted the reafon of 
my attention co him. 

The firll intelligence I received when I 
came horne1 was, that two gentlemen had 
called, and left cards, I eagerly enquired 
for chem, and read the names of Lord Or .. 
ville and Sir Clement Willoughby, I by 
no means regretted that I miifed feeing the 
latter, but perhaps I may :111 my life regret 
that I mi/fed the former, for probably he 
has now left town,-and 1 may fee him no 
more! 

3 
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" My goodnef's !" cried young Brangh..: 
ton, rudely looking over me, " only think 
ef that Lord's coming all this way ! It's my 
belief he'd got fome order ready for father, 
and fo he'd a mind t-0 call and alk you if 
I'd told him the truth." 

" Pray, Betty," cried I, " how long has 
he betn gone ?" 

" · Not two minutes, Ma'am." 
" Why then I'll lay you any wager,,.' 

faid young Branghton, " he faw you and l1 

a-walking up Holborn Hill!" 
" God forbid!" cried I, impatiently;. 

and, too much chagrined to bear with any 
more of his remarks, I ran up ftairs : but 
I heard him fay to M. Du Bois, " M ,fs is 
fo 11ppijh this morning, that I think I had 
better not fpeak to her again.'' 

I wifi1 M. Du Bois had taken the fame 
refolution; but he chofe to follow me into 
the dining-room, which he found empty. 

H Pous ne l'aimez done pas, ce garfon, Ma­
demoifalle !" cried he. 

" Me !a cried I, " no, I detefl: him!"' 
for I was quite fick. at heart." 

" Ah, tu me rends la vie !" cried he, and 
flinging himfelf at my feet, he had juff 
caught my hand, as the door was opened 
by Madame Duval. 

Hall:ily, and with marks of cruilty con~ 
fufion in his face, he arofe; b~t the rage 

of 
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of that lady quite amazed me! advancing 
to the retreating lYI. Du Bois, fhe began, 
in French, an attack which her extreme 
wrath and wonderful volubility almoft ren­
dered unintelligible; yet I under!tood but 
too much, fince her reproaches convinced 
me !he had herlelf propofed being the objecl; 
of his affection. 

He defended himfelf in a weak and eva­
five manner, and '<lpon her commanding 
him from her fight, very readily withdrew: 
and then, with yet greater violence, fl1e up­
braided me with having /educed his heart, 
called me an ungrateful, defigning girl, and 
protefted fhe would neither take me to Pa­
ris, nor aby more 1nterdl: herrelf in my af­
fairs, unlefs I would in{tantly agree to marry 
young Branghton. 

Frightened as I had been at her vehe .. 
mence, this propofal reftored all my cou­
rage; and [ fr:rnkly told her chat in this. 
point I never could obey her. More irri­
ta[ed than ever, fi1e ordered me to quit the 
room. 

Such is the prefent fituation of affairs. I 
Ihall excufe mylclf from feeino the Branoh­
tons rhis afternoon : indeed,, 1 never ~fh. 
to fee them again. I am forry, however­
innocently, rhat I have difplcafed Madame 
Duval, yet I fi1all be very glad co quit this 
town, for I believe it does not, now, con-

2 tain 

! 
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tain one perfon I ever wifh to again meet. 
Had I but feen Lord Orville, I lhould re­
gret nothing: I could then have more folly 
explained what I fo hafiily wrote; yet it 
will always be a pleafure to me to recollecl: 
that he called, fince I flatter myfelf it was 
in confequence of his being fatisfied with 
my letter. 

Adieu, my dear Sir; the time now ap 4 

preaches when l hope once more to receive 
your bleffing, and to owe all my joy, all my 
happinefs, to yot1r kindnefs. 

LETTER XXV. 

Mr. Villars to Eveli11a. 

Berry Hill, July 7. 

W ELCOME, thrice welcome, my 
darling Evelina, to the arms of the 

true!t, the fondeft of your friends I Mrs. 
Clinton, who lhall hafien to you with thefe 
lines, will conducl: you directly hither, for 
I can con(ent no longer to be parted from 
the child of my bofom !-the comfort of 
my age !-the fweet folace of all my infir­
mities ! Your worthy friends at Howard 
Grove muft pardon me that I rob them of 
the vilit you propofe~ to make them before 

you, 
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your return to Berry Hill, for I find my 
fortitude Unequal to a longer feparation. 

I have"rnuch co fay to you, many corn.: 
ments to make upon your late letters, fome 
parts of which give me no little 1.1neafinefs; 
but I will referve my remarks for our fu­
ture converfations. f-lafl:en, then, to the 
fpot of thy nativity, the abode of thy youth, 
where never yet care or forrow had power 
to annoy thee ;-0 that they might ever be 
banilhed this peaceful dwelling! 

Adieu, my deareft Evelina ! I pray but 
that thy fatisfaction atourapproaching meet­
ing may bear any comparifon with mine! 

ARTHUR VJLLARS. 

L E T T E R XXVI. 

Ewlina Jo Mifi Mirvan, 

Berry Hill, July 14. 

M Y fweet Maria will be much fur; 
prifed, and, I am willing to flatter 

myfdf, concerned, when, inftead . of her 
friend, the receives this letter ;-this cold, 
this inanimate letter, which will bllt ill ex. 
prefs the feelings of the heart which indites 
it. 

When I wrote to you !aft Friday, I was 
in 
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in hourly expectation of feeing Mrs. Clin­
ton, with whom I intended to have fet out 
for Howard Grove; Mrs. Clinton came, 
but my plan was neceffarily altered, for Ihe 
brought me a letter,-the iWeeteft that ever 
was penned,from the beft and kindeft friend 
that ever orphan was bleft with, requiring 
my immediate attendance at Berry Hill. 

I obeyed,-and pardon me if I own I 
obeyed without reluctance; after fo lono- a 
feparation, ihould I not e]fe have been cl1e 
moft ungrateful of mortals ?-And yet,­
oh Maria ! though I wijhed to leave Lon­
don, the gratification of my wilh afforded 
me no happinefs I and though I felt an 
impatience inexpreffible co return hither, 
no words, no language can explain the hea­
vinefs of heart with which I made the jour­
ney. I believe you would hardly have 
known me ;-indeed, I hardly know my­
felf. Perhaps had I firft feen you, in your 
kind and fympathizing bofom I might have 
ventured to have repofed every tecret of 
my fo,11 ; and then-but let me purfue my 
journal. 

Mrs. Clinton delivered Madame Duval 
a letter from Mr. Villars, which requefted 
her leave for my retllrn, and, indeed, it 
was very readily accorded: yet, when fhe· 
found, by my willingne!S to quit town, that 
M. Du Bois was really indifferent to me, 

. !he 
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the fomewhat foftened in my favour, and 
Jcclarcd that, but for puni!hing his folly 
in thinking of fuch a child, fbe would not 
have confenred to my being again buried in 
the country. 

All the Branghtons called to take leave 
of me: bm I will not write a word more 
about them; indeed I cannot with any pa­
tience think of that family, to whofe for­
wardriefs and impertinence is qwing all the 
uneafinefs I at this moment fuffer ! 

So great was the depreffion of my fpirits 
upon the road, that it was with difficulty I 
could perfuade the worthy Mrs. Clinton 
I was not ill: but alas, the fituation of my 
mind was fuch as would have rendered any 
mere bodily pain, by comparifon, even en­
viable! 

And yet, when we arrived at Berry Hill, 
-when the chaife {topped at this place,­
how did my heart throb with joy ! And 
when, through the window, I beheld the 
deareft, the moil: venerable of men, with 
uplifted hands, n:curning, as I doubt nor, 
thanks for my fafe arrival,-good God ! 
I thought it would have burft my bo­
fom !-l opened the chaife-door myfelf, 
I flew,-for my feet did not feem.....to touch 
theground,-mto the parlour; he had rifen 
to meet me, but the moment I appeared, he 
funk into his chair, uttering with a deep 

figh> 

1 
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figh, though his face beamed with delight, 
~' My God, I thank thee !u 

I fprung forward, and, with a pleafure 
that bordered upon agony, I embract:d his 
knees, I kiffed his hands, I wept over them,. 
but could not fpeak: while he, now raiung 
his eyes in thankfulnefs towards heaven, 
now bowing down his reverend head, and. 
folding me in his arms, could fcarce arti­
culate the bleffings with which his kind and 
benevolent heart overflowed. 

0 Mifs Mirvan, to be fo beloved by the 
beft of men,-fhould I not be happy?­
Should I have one wifh fav~ that of merit­
ing his goodnefs ?-Yet think me not un­
f!;rateful ; indeed I am nor, although the 
internal fadnefs of my mind unfits me, at 
prefent, for enjoying as I ought the boun­
ties of Providence. 

I cannot journalife; cannot arrange my 
ideas into order. 

How little has Gtuation to do with hap~ 
pinefs I I had flattered myfelf that, when 
reftored to Berry Hill, I lhould be reftored 
to tranquillity: far otherwife have I found 
it, for never yet had tranquillity and Eve-
lina fo little interc,ourfe; · 

I blufh for what I have written. Can 
you, Maria, forgive my gravity? but I re­
ftrain it fo much and fo painfully in the 
prefence of Mr, Villars, that I know not 

how 
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how to deny my[elf the confolation of in­
dulging it to you. 

Adieu, my dear Mifs Mirvan. 
Yee one thing I muO: add; do not let the 

ferioufnefs of this letter deceive you; do not 
impute to a wrong caufe the melancholy I 
confers, by fuppohng that the heart of your 
friend mourns a rno great fufceptibilicy; no, 
indeed ! believe me it never was, never can 
be, more affuredly her own rhan at this mo­
ment. So witnefs in all truth, 

Your affectionate 
EVELINA, 

You will make my excufes to the hO-: 
noured Lady Howard, and to your dear 
mother. 

L E T T E R XXVII. 

Evelina in continuation. 

Berry Hill, July 21. 

YOU accufe me of myftery, and charge 
me with referve: I cannot doubt but 

I mun. have merited the accufation ;-yet, 
to clear myfelf,--.-you know not how pain­
ful will be the tafk, But I cannot refill: 
your kind enrreaties,-indeed, I do not 
wifh to refift them, for your friendfhip and 

affection 
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affection will foothe my chagrin. Had it 
arifen from any other caure, not a moment 
would I have deferred the commLrnication 
you afk ;-but, as it is, I would, were it 
poffible, not only conceal it from all the 
world, bllt endeavOL1r to difbelicve it my­
felf, Yet, fince I mujt tell you, why trifle 
with your impatience? 

I know not how co come to the point; 
twenty times have I attempted it in vain;­
but I will force myftlf to proceed. 

Oh, Mifs Mirvan, could you ever have 
believed, chat one who feeme<l formed as a 
pattern for his follow.creatures, as a model 
-of perfecl:ion,-one whole elegance furpaf­
fed all dt:fcription, - whofe i'weernefs of 
manners difgraced all comparilon,-Oh, 
Mifs Jv1irvan, could you ever have bdieved 
that Lord Orville would have treated me 
with indignity ? 

Never, never again will I truft to ap­
pearances,-never confide in my own weak 
JUdgrnent,-never believe that perfon to be 
good, who feems to be amiable! What cruel 
maxims are we taught by a knowledge of 
the world !-But while my own reflections 
abforb me, I forget you are il:ill in fuf. 
penfe. 

I had juil: finilhed the Jail: letter which I 
wrote to you from London, when the maid 
of the houfc brought me a note, It was 

given 
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given to her, 01e faid, by a footman, who 
told her he would call the next day for an 
anlWer. 

This note,-but let it fpeak for icfelf. 

" 'l'o Mifs Anville. 
u With tranfport, mofi charming of thy 

fc:x, did I read the letter with which you 
ye£l:erday morning favoured me. I am ferry 
the affair of the carriago lhould have given 
yoll any concern, but I am highly flattered 
by the anxiecy you exprefs fo kindly. Be­
lieve me, my lovely girl, I am truly fen­
ftble of the honour of your good opinion, 
and feel myfelf deeply penetrated with love 
and gratitude. The correfpondence you 
have lo fweetly commenced I /hall be proud 
of continuing, and I hope the ftrong fenfe 
I have of .the favour you do me, will pre­
vent your withdrawing it. Affore yourfelf 
that I defire nothing more ardently, than 
,to pour forth my thanks at your feet, and 
to ofth chafe vows which are fo juftly the 
:tribute of your charms and accomplifh­
ments. In your next, - I entreat you to 
..acquaint me how long you fhall remain in 
.town. The fervant whom I fhall commif­
fion to call for an anfwer, has orders to ride 
poO: with it to me. My impatience for his 
arrival will be very great, though inferior 

to 

I 

I • 
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to that with which I burn to tell you, in 
perfon, how much I am, my fweet girl,-

Your grateful admirer, 
ORVILLE," 

What a letter! how has my proud heart 
fwelled, every Jii,e I have copied! What I 
wrote to him you know; tell me then, my 
dear friend, do you think it merited fuch 
an-anfwer ?-and that I have defervedly in­
curred the liberty he has taken? I meant 
nothing but a fimple apology, which I 
thought as much due co my own character, 
as to his ; yet, by the conftruction he feems 
to have puc upon it, fhould you not have 
imagined it contained the avowal of fenti~ 
ments which might, indeed, have provoked 
hi, contempt ? . 

The moment the letter was delivered to 
me, I retired to my own room to read ir, 
and fo eage, was my firft: perufal, that,-! 
am afhamed to own-it gave me no fenfation 
but of delight. Unfufpicious of any im­
propriety from Lord Orville, I perceived 
not iii1mediately the impertinence it im .. 
plied,-! only marked the expreffions of 
his own regard i and I was fo much fur­
prifed, that I was unable, for fome time, 
to compofe myielf, or read it again,-! 
could only walk up and down the room, 
repeating to myfdf, " Good God, is it 

poffible? 
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poflible ?-am I, then, loved by Lord"Or­
ville ?" 

But this dream was foon over, and I 
awoke to far different feelings; upon a fe­
cond readiog, I thought every word chang­
ed,-it did not fcem the fame letter,-! 
could not find one fentence that I could look 
at without blu01ing : my afl:onithment was 
extreme, and it was fucceeded by the ut­
moft indignation, 

If, as J am very ready to acknowledge, 
I erred in writing to Lord Orville, was it 
for him to punifh the error? If he was of­
fended, could he not have been filent ? [f 
he thought my letter ill-judged, fhould he 
not have pitied my ignorance? have con­
fidered my youth, and allowed for my in­
experience? 

Oh Maria, how have I been deceived i11 
this man! Words have no power to tell the 
high opinion I had of hrm ; to that was 
owing the unfortunate folicirude which 
prompted my writing,-a folicicude l muft 
for evt:r rept:nt ! 

Yet, perhaps, I have rather reafon to re. 
jo1ce than to grieve, fince this affair has 
{hewn me his n·al dilpofition, and removed 
~hat parci~lity, which, c_overing his evC'ry 
1mperfeCtion, kft only !11s virtues and good 
qualities t:Xpoft:d to view. Had thedccep• 
tJon continued much longer, had my 1i:1i11cl 

V OL, II. L rtcei vcd 

. 
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received any additional prejudice in his fa. 
vour, who knowswhithermymiftaktn ideas 
might have led me? Indeed, I fear I was 
in greater danger than I apprehended,orcan 
now think of without trembling,-for oh., 
if this weak heart of mine had been pene­
trated with too deep an imprenion of his 
rncrit,-my peace and happinefs had been 
loft for ever ! 

I would fain encourage more chearful 
thoughts, fain drive from my mind the me­
lancholy that has taken polfenion of it,­
but I cannot focceed ; for, added to the 
humiliating feelings which fa powerfully 
opprefs me, I have yet another caufe of con· 
cern ;-alas, my dear Maria, I have broken 
the tranquillity of the beft of men ! 

I have never had the courage to fhew him 
this cruel Jetter: I could not bear fo greatly 
to depreciate in his opinion, one whom I 
l1ad, with infinite anxiety, raifed in it my­
felf. Indeed, my firft determination was 
to confine my chagrin totally to my own 
bofom; but your friendly enquiries have 
drawn it from me; and now I wilh I had 
made no concealment from the beginni~g, 
fince I know not how to account for a gra­
vity which not all my endeavours can en­
tirely hide or reprefs, 

My greateft apprehenfion is, left he 
lhould imagine that my refidence in Lon­

don 
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don has given me a difrafte to the country. 
Every body 1 fee takes notice of my being 
altered, and looking pale and ill. I fhould 
be very indifferent co all fuch obfervations, 
did I not perceive that they draw upon me 
the eyes of Mr. Villars, which glifren wirh 
affectionate concern. 

This morning, in f.peaking of my Lon.: 
-don expedition., lrn mentioned Lord Or­
vilk. I felt fa much difturbed, that [ 
would inflantly have changed the fubject; 
but he would not allow me, and, very un­
expecl:edly, he began his panegyric, extol­
ling, in fhong terms, his manly and ho­
nourable behaviour in regard to the Mary­
bone ad venture. My cheeks glowed with 
indignation every word he fpoke;-fo lace .. 
ly as I had myfelf fancied him the nobleft 
of his fex, now that I was fo well convinced 
of my miftake, I could not bear to hear his 
undeferved praifes uttered by one fo really 
good, fo unfufpecting, fo pure of heart! 

What he thought of my filence and un~ 
eafinefs I fear to know, but I hope he will 
mention the fubject no more. I will nor~ 
however, with ungrateful indolence, give 
way to a fadnefs which I find infectious to 
him who merits the mofr chearful exertion 
of my fpirits. I am thankful that he has 
forborne to probe my wound, and I will 
endeavour to heal it by the confcioufoefs 

L 2 that 

fl 
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that I have not deferved the indignity I have received . Yet I cannot but lament to find 
rnyfelf in a world fo deceicful, where we mull: fufpecl: what we fee, dillru!l: what we helr, and doubt even what we feel ! 

L F, T T E R XXVIII. 

Evelina in continuation. 

Berry Hill, July 29. 

I Mull: own mvfelf fomewhac di!l:reffcd 
how to anfwe; your rai llery: yet believe 

me, my dear Maria, your fuggdlions are thofe offancy, not of truth. l am uncon­
fcious of the weaknefs you fufpeft:; yet, co difpel your doubts, I will animate myftlf 
more than ever to conquer my chagrin, and to rt'cover my fpirics. 

You wonder, you fay, !ince my heart ukes no eart in this affair, why it fuould make n,c to unhappy ? And can you, ac­
quainted as you are with che high opinion I entertained of Lord Orville, can you wonder that fo great a difappointmt'nt i·n 
l1is character fuould affect me? indeed, had fo ftrange a letter been knt to me from m,y body, u could not have failed 01ocking me; how much more fenfibly, then, muft I frd 

fuch 
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fuch an affront, when received from the 
man in the world I had imagined leaft ca­
pable of giving it ? 

You are glad I made no rrply; affure 
yourfelf, my dear friend, had this letter 
been the molt reipectful that could be writ­
ten, the clanddl:ine air given t0 it, by his 
propofal of fending his fervanc for my an­
fwer, inftead of having it directed to his 
houfe, would effeB:ually have prevented my 
writing. Indeed, I ha·vt:" an averfion the 
moft fincere to all myireries, all private 
acl:ions:, however foolilhly and blameably,. 
in regard co this letter, 1 have deviated from 
the open path which, from my earlidt in­
fancy, I was taught to tread. 

He talks of my having commenced a co,·­
refpondence with him; and could Lord Or­
ville indeed believe I had foch a dtfiO"n ? 
believe me fo forward, fo bold, fo firangely 
rijiculous? I know not if his man called 
or not, but I rejoice that I q"uirtcd London 
before he came, and without leaving any 
meffage for him. What, indeed, could I 
have faid? it would have been a conde­
fcenfion very unmerited to have taken any, 
the leaft- notice of fuch a letter. 

Never lhall I ceafe to wonder how he 
could write it. Oh, Maria, what, what 
could induce him fo caufelefsly co wound 
and affront one who would fooner have died 

L 3 1ha11 
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than wilfully offended him?-How morti­
fying a freedom of fiyle! how cruel an im­
plication conveyed by his thanks, and ex­
preffions of gratitude ! Is it not all:onithing, 
that any man can appear fo modell:, who is 
fo vain. 

Every hour I regret the fecrecy I have 
obferved with my beloved Mr. Villars ; I 
know not what bewitched me, but ] felt, 
at fidt, a repugnance co publifhing this af­
fair, that I could not furmount)-and now, 
I am afhamed of confeffing that I have any 
thing to confels ! Yet I defcrve to be pu­
nifhed for the falfe delicacy which occalion­
ed my lilence; lince, if Lord Orville him­
felf was contented to forfeit his characler, 
was it for me, almoft at the expence of my 
own, to fupport it ? 

Yet I believe I fhould be very eafy, now 
the firft fhock is over, and now that I fee 
the whole affair with the refentment it me­
rits, did not all my good friends in this 
neighbourhood, who think me extremely 
altered, teaze me about my gravity, and 
torment Mr. Villars with obfervations upon 
my dejection, and falling away. The fub­
jee< is no fooner ftarted, than a deep gloom 
overfpreads his venerable countenance, and 
he looks at me with a tendernefs fo melan­
choly, that I know not h9w to. endµre the 
conCcioufnefs of exciting it. 

Mrs, 
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Mrs. Sel\vyn, a lady of large fortune, 
who lives about three miles from Berry 
Hill, and who has always honoured me 
with \'ery diftinguifhing marks of regard, 
is going, in a fhort time, to Brifi-ol, and 
has propofed to Mr. Villars to take me with 
her, for the recovery of my health. He 
feemed very much diftreffed whether to con­
fent or refufe; but I, without any hefita­
tion, warmly oppofed the fcheme, proteft­
ing my health could flo where be better 
than in this pure air. He had the goodnefa 
to thank me for this readinefs to flay with 
him : but he is all goodnefs ! Oh that it 
were in my power to be, indeed, what in 
the kindnefs of his heart he has called me, 
the comfort of his age, and folace of his 
infirmities I 

Never do I wifh to be again feparated 
from him. If here I am grave, elfewhere 
I fhould be unhappy. In his prefence, with 
.1 very little exertion, all the chearfolnefs of 
my difpofition feems ready co ret~rn; the 
benevolence of his countenance reanimates~ 
the harmony of his temper compofes, che 
purity of his characl:er edifies me l I owe to 
him every thing; and,. far from finding my 
debt of gratitude a weight, the firft pride, 
firfl: pleafure of my life is the recollecl:ion 
of the obligations conferred upon me by a 
goodnefs fo unequalled. 

L 4 Once, 

I 
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Once, indeed, I thought there exiftcd 
:m0ther,-who, when time had winlered o'er 
his locks, would have !hone forth among his 
fdlow.creaturcs, with the fame brightnels 
of worth which dignifies my honoured Mr. 
Villars; a brightnefs, how fuperior in value 
to that which refults from mere quickncfs 
of parts, wir, or imagination I a brighmefs 
which, not conrented with merely diffufing 
fmiles, and gaining admiration from che 
fallies of the fpirits, refletls a real and a 
glorious luftre upon all mankind ! Oh how 
grcac was my error! how ill did I judge 1 
how cruelly have I been deceived ! 

I wil I not go to Briftol, though Mrs: 
Selwyn is very urgent wich me ;-but I de­
fire not to fee any more of the world; the 
few months I have already paJfed in it, 
have fufficed to give me a difguft even to 
its name. 

I hope, too, I !hall fee Lord Orville no 
more; accuftomed, from my fir ft know­
ledge of him, to regard him as a being 
fuperior to his race, his prefence, perhaps, 
might banifh my refentment, and I might 
forget his ill condutl,-for oh, Maria f­
I fhou Id not know how to fee Lord Orville 
-and to think of difpleafure ! 

As a lifter I loved him,-1 could have 
· entrufted him with every thought of my 

heart, had he deigned co wifh my confi. 
clencc i 
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dence ; fo fteady did I think his honour, fo 
feminine his delicacy, and fo amiable his na­
ture! I have a choufand times imagined that 
the whole ftudy of his life, and whole pur­
port of his reflections, tended folely co the 
good and happinefs of others :-but I will 
calk,-wrire,-chink of him no mort! 

Adieu, my dear friend ! 

L E T T E R xxrx. 

Evelina in ,on1i11ua1io11~ 

Berry Hill, Auguft 10~ 

YOU complain of my filence, my dear 
Mifs Mirvan,-but what have I to 

write? Narrative does not offer, nor does 
a lively imagination fupply the deficienC}', 
I have, however, at prefenr, fufficienc mat­
ter for a letter, in relating a convr:rfation I 
ha<l yd\:crday with Mr. V illars. 

Our breakfaft had been the mofl: chearfol 
we have had fince my return hither ; and,. 
when ic was over, he <lid not, as ufual, n:­
tire co his ftudy, but continued to converfe 
with me while I worked. We mighr, pro­
bably, have paffcd all the mon in.,; thus fo­
ciablv, b 1.Jt for the entran,e of a f.irrner, 

· L 5 who 
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who came to folicit advice concerning fome 
domeftic affairs. They withdrew together 
into the ftudy. 

The moment I was alone, my fpirits fail­
ed me; the exertion with which I had fup­
ported them, had fatigued my mind ; I 
flung away my work, and leaning my arms 
on the table, gave way to a train of difa­
greeable reflections, which, burfting from 
the reftraint that had fmothered them, fill. 
ed me with unufual fadnefs. 

This was my fituation, when, looking 
towards the door, which was open, I per­
ceived Mr. Villars, who was earneftly re­
garding me. "Is Farmer Smith gone, Sir?" 
cried I, haftily rifing, and fnatching up my 
work. 

" Don't let me diO:urb you," faid he, 
gravely; " I will go again to my ftudy." 

"Will you, Sir ?-I was in hopes you 
were coming to fit here." 

"In hopes !-and why, Evelina, lhould 
you hope it?" 

This queftion was fa unexpected, that I 
kr.ew not how to anfwer it; bur, as I faw 
he was moving away, I fo1lowed, and beg-. 
ged him ro return . "No, my dear, no," 
fa.id he, wi-th a forced fmile, "I only inter .. 
rupt your meditations!' 

Again I knew not what to fay; and while 
I hefirated, he retired. My heart was with 

him1 
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him, but I had not the courage to follow. 

The idea of an explanation, brought on in 

fo ferious a manner, frightened me. I re­

collelled the inference you had drawn from 

my uneafinefs, and I feared that he might 

make a firnilar interprecation. 
Solitary and thoughtful, I pa/fed the reft 

of the morning in my own room. At din­

ner I again attempted to be chearfol; but 

Mr. Villars himfelf was grave, and I had 

not fufficient fpirirs to fupport a converfa­

tion merely by my own efforts. As foon 

as dinner was over he took a book, and I 
walked tO the window. I believe I rema-in­

ed near an hour in this fituation. All my 

thoughts were direB:ed to confidering how I 

might difpel the doubts which I appre­

hended Mr. Villars had formed, without 
acknowledging a circumfl:ancc which I had i 
fuffered fo much pain merely to conceal. 

But, while I was thus planning for the fu-
ture, I forgot the prefent; and fo intent 

was I upcn the fubject which occupic-d me, 

that the ftrange appearance of my unufual 

inactivity and extreme thoughtfulnefs, ne-

ver occurred to me. But when, at lafl, I I 

recollected myfdf, and turned round, I faw I 
that Mr. Villars, who had parted with his 

book, was wholly engroffed in attending 

to me. l ftarted from my reverie, and, 
L 6 hardly 
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hardly knowing what I faid, a!ked if he had 
been reading ? 

He paufed a moment, and then repl'ed, 
"Yes, my child ;-a book that both affiicts 
and perplexes me ! ,, 

He means mt, thought I; and cherefore 
1 made no anf wcr. 

" What if we read it together ? " conti­
nued he, " will you affi!t me to clear its 
obfcuricy ? " 

I knew not what to fay, but I fighed, 
involuntarily, from the bottorn of my heart. 
He rofe, and, approaching me, faid, with 
emotion, " My child, I can no Jonger be 
a filent witnefs of thy forrow,-is not thy 
forrow my farrow ?-and ought I to be a 
11:ranger '° the caufe, when I fo deeply fym­
pathife in the effea? 

'' Caufe, Sir I" cried I, greatly alarmed, 
u what caufe? -I don't know, - I can't 
tell-I-" 

"Fear nor," faid he, kindly, "to un­
bofom thyfelf to me, my deardl Evelina; 
open to me thy whole hearr,-it can have 
110 feelings for which I will not make al­
lowance. Tell me, therefore, what it is 
that thus affiicls us both, and who knows 
but I may fuggeft fome means of relief?" 

" You are too, too good," cried I, great­
ly embarralfe<l ; " but indeed I know no1 
what you mean." 

7 .'~ J fef',"' 
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" I fee," faid he, " it is painful to you 
to fpeak : fuppofe then, I endeavour to 
fave you by gueffing ? " 

"Impoffible ! imp0ffible ! ,, cried I, ea.: 
gerly, " no one living could ever guefs, 
ever fuppofe-" I !lopped abruptly; for 
I then recollected I was acknowledging 
fomething was co be gueffed: however, he 
noticed not my miftake. 

"At lea{l: let me try," anfwered he, mild-' 
ly; '' perhaps I may be a better diviner­
than you imagine: if I guefs every chino­
that is probable, furely I muft approach 
near the real reafon. Be honeft, then, my 
love, and fpeak without referve,-does not 
the country, after fo much gaiety, fo much 
variety, does it not appear infipid and rire­
fome ?" 

"No, indeed! I love it more than ever,' 
and more than ever do I wiJh I haJ. never,, 
never quitted i·c ! " 

" Oh my child ! that I had not per-· 
mitted the journey 1 My judgmen~ always 
oppofed it, but my refolution was not proof 
againft perfuafion." 

'' I blulh, indeed," cried I, "to recol-· 
left my earndl:nt:fs ;-but I have been my 
own punifher ! " 

H lt is too late, now," anfwered he," to 
reflecl: upon this fubjecl:; Jet us endeavour 
to avoid repentance for the cime to come, 

and 

i 
I 

1 

l 
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and we fl1all not have erred without reapinO" 
fome inftruB:ion." Then fearing himfelf, 
and making me fit by him, he continued: 
" I muft now guefs again ; perhaps you 
regret the lofs of tho{e friends you knew in 
town,-perhaps you mifs their fociecy, and 
fear you may fee them no more ?-perhaps 
Lord Orville--" 

I could not keep my feat, but riling haf­
tily, faid," Dear Sir, afk me nothing more! 
-for I have nothing to own,-nothing to 
fay ;-my gravity has been merely acciden­
tal, and I can give no reafon for it at al1. 
Shall I fetch you another book ?-or will 
you have this again ? " 

For fome minutes he was totally filenr, 
and I pretended to employ myfelf in look­
ing for a book : at la(t, with a deep figh, 
"I fee," faid he," I fee but too plainly, 
that though Evelina is returned,-! have 
loft my child ! " 

"No, Sir, no," cried I, inexpreffibly 
fuocked, " lhe is more your's than ever ! 
Without you, the world would be a defarcto 
her, and life a burthen ;-forgive her, then, 
and,-if you can,-condefcend to be, once_ 
more, the confidant of all her thoughts." 

" How highly I value, how greatly I 
wi{h for her confidence," returned he, 
" fhe cannot but know ;-yet to extort, to 
tear it from her,-my juftice, my affection, 

s bot/J 
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both revolt at the idea. I am forry that I 
was fo earnefr with you ;-leave me, my 
dear, leave me, and compofe yourfelf ;-we 
will meet again at tea." 

" Do you then refufe to hear me?" 
" No, but I abhor to compel you. I 

have long feen that your mind has been ill 
at eafe, and mine has largely partaken of 
your concern: I forbore to queftion you, 
for I hoped that time, and abfence from 
whatever ex?ited your uneafinefs, might 
heft operate in filencc : but, alas ! your af­
fliction feemsonly toaugment,-your health 
declines,-your look alters,-Oh Evelina, 
my aged heart bleed,s to fee the change!­
bleeds to behold the darling it had cherifh­
ed, the prop it had reared for its fupport,. 
when bowed down by years and infirmities, 
fin king itfelf under the preffure of internal 
grief!-fl:ruggling to hide, what it thould 
feek to participate !-But go, my dear, go 
to your own room,-we both want compo­
fure, and we will talk of this maiter fome 
other time." 

•• Oh Sir," cried I, penetrated to the 
foul, " bid me not leave you !-think me 
not fo loft to feeling, to gratitude-" 

"Not a word of that," interrupted he; 
" it pains me you fhould think upon that 
fubject; pains me you fhould ever remem­
ber that you have not a natural, an heredi-

tary 

I 

I 



tary right to ('Very thing within my power: 
I meant not to affecl: you thus,- ! hoped 
to have foothed you I- but my anxiety be­
trayed me to an urgency that has diftreffed 
you. Comfort yourfelf, my love, and 
doubt not but that time will ftand your 
friend , and all will end well." 

I burft into tears : with difficulty had I 
fo long reftrained them; for my heart, while 
it glowed with tendernefs and gratitude~ 
was opprcffed with a fenfe of its own un­
worthinefs. " You are all, all goodnefs ! " 
cried I, in a voice fcarce audible, " little 
as I deferve,-unable as I am to repay, 
foch kindnefs,- yet my whole foul fee!s,­
thanks you for it ! " 

"My deareft child," cried he, " I can­
not bear to fee thy tears ;- for my fake dry 
t hem,-foch a fight is too much for me : 
think of that, Evdina, and take comfort, I , 
charge thee I " 

"Say then," cried I, kneding at his 
feer, '"fay then that you forgive me! that 
you pardon my referVt·, - that you will 
again fuffer me to tell you my mo{t fecret 
thoughts, and rely upon my promife never 
more to forfeit your confidence:! - my fa.' 
ther ! my protector !-my ever-honoured­
evcr-loved-my beft and only friend !- fay 
you forgive your Evdina, and fhe will 
ttudy better to deferve your goodnefs ! " 

He 
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He rai(ed, he embraced me ; he called 
me his fole joy, his only earthly hope, and 
the child of his bofom ! He folded me w 
his hearr, and, while I wept from the foll­
nefs of mine, with words of fwcetert kind­
nefs and confolation, he foothed and tran-­
quilifed me. 

Dear to my remembrance will ever be: 
that moment, when, bani!hing the refervc 
I had fo foolilh!y planned and Co painfully 
fupported, I was reftored to the confidence 
of the be(]; of men ! 

When, at length, we were again quietly 
and compofedly feated by each other, and 
Mr. Villars waited for the explanation I 
had begged him to hear, I found myfelf 
extremelyembarraffed how to introduce the 
fubjecl: which mufr lead to it. He Caw my 
diftrefs, and, with a kind of benevolent 
pleafantry, afked me if I would let him 
guefs any more ? I alfented in filence. 

" Shall I, then, go back to where I left 
off?" 

" If-if you pleafe ;-I believe fo,-'~ 
fa.id I, ftammering. 

" Well then, my love, I think I was 
{peaking of the regret it was natural you 
ihould feel upon quitting chafe from whom 
you had received civility and kindnefs, with 
fa little certainty of ever feeing chem again. 
or being able co return their good offices ? 

Thefe 

I 

I 

I 
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Thefe are circumftances that afford but me. 
lane holy reflections to young minds; and 
the affectionate difpofirion of my Evelina, 
open to all focial feelings, muft be hurt 
more than ufual by fuch confiderations.­
You are filent, my dear ?-Shall I name 
thofe whom I think moil: worthy the regret 
I fpeak of? We fhall then fee if our opi­
nions coincide." 

Still I faid nothing, and he continued. 
" In your London journal, nobody ap­

pears in a more amiable, a more refpect .. 
able light, than Lord Orville, and per• 
haps--" 

" I knew what you would fay,*' cried I, 
haftily," and I have long feared where your 
fufpicions would fall ; but indeed, Sir, you 
are miftaken : I hate Lord Orville,-he is 
the !aft man in the world in whofe favour 
I Jhould be prejudiced." 

I ftopped; for Mr. Villar, looked at me 
with fuch infinite furprife, chat my own 
warmth made me blufh. " You hale Lord 
Orvil1e !" repeated he. 

I could make no anfwer, but cook from 
my pocket-book the letter, and giving it to 
him, " Sec, Sir," faid I, " how differently 
the fame man can talk and write,,, 

He read it three times before he fpoke; 
and then faid, . " I am fo much aftonifhed, 

that 
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that I know not what I read. When had 
you this letter?" 

I told him. Again he read it ; and, af­
ter confidering its contents fame time, faid, 
"I can form but one conjecture concerning 
this moft extraordinary performance: he 
muft certainly have been intoxicated when 
he wrote it." 

" Lord Orville intoxicated!" repeated 
I ; " once I thought him a fl:ranger to all 
intemperance1- but it is very poffible, for I 
can believe any thing now." 

" That a man who had behaved with fo 
ftrict a repard to del icacy," continued Mr. 
Villars, ' and who, as far as occafion had 
allowed, manifefted fentiments the mofl: ho­
nourable, fhould thus infolencly, thus wan­
tonly infult a modefr young woman, in his 
perfect fenfes, I cannot think poffible. But, 
my dear, you lhould have inclofed this 
letter in an empty cover, and have returned 
it to him again : fuch a refentment would 
at once have become your charaaer, and 
have give'n him an opporrnnity, in fome 
meafure, of clearing his own. He could 
not well have read this letter the next morn­
ing, without being (enlible of the impro~ 
priety of having written it." 

Oh Maria! why had not I this thought? 
I might then have received fome apology; 
the mortification would then have been his, 

not 

I 
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not mine. It is true, he could not have re­
infl:ated himfelf fo highly in my opinion as I 
had once ignorantly placed him, iince the 
conviction of foch intemperance would have 
levelled him with the refl: of his imperfect 
race; yet, my humbled pride might have 
been confoled by his acknowledgments, 

But why lhould I allow myfelf to be 
humbled by a man who can fuffer his reafon 
to be thus abjecl:ly debafd, when I am ex­
alted by one who knows no vice, and fcarcely 
a failing,-but by hearfay? To think of his 
kindnefs, and reflect upon his praifes, might 
animate and comfort me even in the midft 
of affliction. " Your indignation,'' faid he, 
" is the refult of virtue; you fancied 
Lord Orville was without fault-he had the 
appearance of infinite worrhinefs, and you 
fuppofed his character accorded with his ap­
pearance: guilelefs yourfelf, how could you 
prepare again ft the duplicity of another? 
Your difappointment has but been propor­
tioned to your expectations, and you have 
chiefly owed its feveriry to the innocence 
which hid its approach." 

I will bid thefe words dwell ever in my. 
memory, and they fuall cheer, comfort, and 
enliven me! This converfation, though 
extremely affecl:ing to me at the time it 
pa!fed, has relieved my mind from much 

anxiety. 
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anxiety. Concealment, my dear Maria, is 
the foe of tranquillity: however I may err 
in future, I will never be difingenuous in 
acknowledging my errors. To you, and 
to•Mr. Villars, I vow an unremitting con­
fidence. 

And yet, though I am more at eafe, I 
am far from well : [ have been fome time 
writing this letter; but I hope I fh.ill fend 
you, foon, a more chearful one. 

Adieu, my fweet friend. I entreat you 
not co acquaint even your dear mother with 
this affair; Lord Orville is a favourite with 
her, and why !hould I publi01 that he de­
frrves not that honour? 

LETTER XXX. 

Evelina in continuation. 

Briftol Hocwell, Augull z8, ·YOU will be again furprifrd, my dear 
Maria, at feeing whence I date my 

l<'tter: but I have been very ill, and Mr. 
Villars was fo much alarmed, that he not 
only infirl:ed upon my accompanying Mrs. 
Selwyn hither, but earneftly defired fhe 
would haftcn her intended journey. VVe 
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We travelled very nowly, and I did not 
find myfelf fo much fatigued as I expected. 
We are fituated upon a moft delightful 
fpot; the prof peel: is beautiful, the air pure, 
apd the weather very favourable to invalids. 
I am already better, and I doubt not but I 
lhall foon be well ; as well, in regard to 
mere health, as I wifh to be. 

I cannotexprefsthe reluctance with which 
I parted from my revered Mr.Villars: it was 
not like that parting, which laft April pre. 
ceded my journey to Howard Grove, when, 
all expeclation and hope, though I wept, 
I rejoiced, and th0l1gh I fincerely grieved 
to leave him, I yet wifhed to be gone: the 
farrow I now felt was unmixed with any 
hvelier fenfation; expectation was vanifhcd, 
and hope I had none ! All that I held moft 
dear upon earth I quitted, and that upon 
an errand to the fuccefs of which I was co. 
tally indifferent, the re-eftablilhment of my 
health. Had it been to have feen my fweet 
Maria, or her dear mother, I !hould not 
have repined. 

Mrs. Selwyn is very kind and attentive 
to me. She is extremely clever; her un­
derftanding, indeed, may be called mafcri­
line; but, unfortunately, her manners de­
ferve the fame epithet; for, in ftudying ro 
acquire the knowledge of the other fex, lhe 
has loft all the foftnefs of her own. In re-

gard 
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-gard to myfelf, however, as I have neither 
courage nor inclination to argue with her, 
I have never been perfonally hurt at her 
want of genclenefs; a virtue which, never­
thelefs, frems fo effential a part of the fe­
male character, that I find myfelf more 
awkward, and lefs at eafe, with a woman 
who wants ir, than I do with a man. She 
is not a favourite with Mr. Villars, who 
has often been difgufied at her unmerciful 
propenfity to fatire : but his anxiety that I 
fhould try the effect of the Brillol waters, 
overcame his diilike of committing me co 
her care. Mrs. Clinton is alfo here; fo that 
I fhall be as well attended as his utmoll 
partiality could defire. 

I will continue to write to you, my dear 
Mifs Mirvan, with as much conftancy as if 
~ had no other correfpondent; though,dur­
rng my abfence from Berry Hill, my letters 
may, perhaps, be Jbortened on account of 
the minutenefs of the journal which I muft 
write to my beloved Mr. Villars : but you, 
V:'ho l~now his expectations, and how many 
ties bmd me to fulfil them, will, I am fore, 
rather excufe any omiffion to yourfelf, than 
any negligence to him • 

.END OF THE SECOND VOLUME, 

I 
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