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A Serious

| PROPOSAL

T O T HE

| LADIES

LADIES, !
Ince the Prefitable Adven-
tures that have gone abroad
in the World, have met with fo
great Encouragement , tho’ the
higheft adyantage they can pro-
pofe, is an uncertain Lot for {uch
matters as Opinion, not real
worth, gives a value to; things
which if obtain’d, are as flitting
and fickle, as that Chance which
A2 is




4 A Serious Propsfal

is to difpofe of them. I therefore

ﬁerﬁmde my {elf, vou will not
e lefs kind to a Propofition that

comes attended with more cer-

tain and fubftantial Gain; whole

only defign is to improve your

Charms and heighten your Va- |

lue, by fuffering you no longer
. to be cheap and contemptible.
Itsaim is to fix that Beauty, to
make it lafting and permanent,
which Nature with all the helps
of Art cannot f{ecure , and to
place it out of the reach of Sick-
nefs and Old Age, by transfer-
ring it from a corruptible Body
to an immortal Mind. An obli-
ging Defign, which wou’d pro-
cure them Zmward Beauty, to
whom Nature has unkindly de-
nied the ostward, and not permit
thofe Ladies who have comely
Bodies, to tarnifh their Glory
with




to the Ladies. 5

with deformed Souls.. Wou’d
have you all be wits, or what is
better, Wife. Raife you above
the Vulgar by fomething more
truly illoftrious, than a founding
Title, or a great Eftate. Wouwd
excite in you a generous Emula-
tion to excel in the beft things,
and not in fuch Trifles as every
mean perfon who has but Mony
enough, may purchafeas wellas
you: Not fuffer you to take up.
with the low thought of diftin~
guifhing your felves by any thing
that is not truly valuable; and
procure you fuch Ornaments as
all the Treafures of the Izdies are
not able to purchafe. Wou'd help
you to {urpafs the Men as much.
in Vertue and Ingenuity, as you
do in Beauty ; that you may not
only be as lovely, but as wif€as
Angels.  Exalt and Eltablifh
A3 your




oy

6 A Seriods Propofil
your Fame, more than the beft
wrouglit Poes and loudeft Pe-
negyricks, by ennobling your
Minds with fuch Graces as real-
1y deferve it. And inftead of the
Fuftian Complements and Ful-
fome Flatteries of your Admi-
rers, obrain for you the Plaudit
of Good Men and Angels, and
the approbation' of Him who
cannoterr,  In a word, render
you the Glory and Bleffing of the
prefent Age, and the Admirati-
onand Patcern of the next.

And fore, T fhall not need
many words to peifuade you to
clof€ with this Propofal. The
very offer is a {ufficient induce-
ment ; nor does it need the fet-
oft?s of Rhbetorick to recommend
it, were I capable, which yet I
amnot, of applying them with
the greateft force. Since you can’t

C
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to the Ladies. 7

be fo unkind to your felves, as
to refufe your real Intereft, I
only entreat you tobe {0 wife as
to examine wherein it confifts;
for nothing is of worfe confe-
quence than to be deceiv’d in a
matter of {o great concern. ’Lis
as little beneath your Grandeur
as your Prudence, to examine
curioufly what is in this cafe of=
ferd you, and to take care that
cheating Huckfters don’t impofe
upon -you with deceitful Ware.
This isa Matter infinitely more
worthy your Debates, than what
Colours are moft agreeable, or
what’s the Drefs becomes you
beft ? Your Glafs will not do
you half fo much fervice as a
ferious refleCtion on your own
Minds, which will difcover Ir-
regularities more worthy your
Correion, and keep you from

A 4 being




8 A Serious FPropofal

being either too much elated or
deprefs’d by the reprefentations
of the other. *T'will not be near
fo advantageous to confult with
your Dancing-Mafter as with
your own Thoughts, how you
may with greateft exa@nefs
tread in the Paths of Vertue,
which has certainly the moft at-
altive Air, and Wifdom the
moft graceful and becoming
Mien : Let thefe attend you,and
your Carriage will be always
well compos’d, and ev’ry thing
you do will carry its Charm
withit. No folicitude in the a-
dornation of your felves is dif:
commended, provided you em-
ploy your care about that which
is really your felf; and do not
neglect that particle of Divinity
within you, which muft {urvive,
andimay (if you pleafe) be hap-
Y




to the Ladies. 9
py and perfect,when it’s unfuit-
able and much inferiour Com-
panion is mouldring into Duft.
Neither will any pleafure be de-
nied you, who are only defir’d
not to catch at the Shadow and
let the Subftance go. You may:
be as ambitious as you pleafe, {o
you afpire to the beft things ;
and contend with your Neigh-
bours as much as you can, that
they may not out-do you in any
commendable Quality. Let it
never be faid, That they to
whom pre-eminence is {o very a-
grecable, can be tamely conteut
that others fhou’d furpafs them.
in ¢his, and precede them in a
better World | Remember, I pray
you, the famous Women of for-
mer Ages, the Orindd’s of late,
and the more Modern He-
roins , and blufh to think

A ;5 liow




to A Serious Propofal
how much is now, and will
hereafter be faid of them, when
you your felves (as great a Fi-
gure as you make) muft be bu-
ried in filence and forgetfulnefs !
Shall your Emulation fail zhere
only. where ’tis commendable ?
Why are you {0 prepofteroufly
humble, as not to contend for
one of the higheft Manfions in
the Court of Heav’n? Believe
me Ladigs, this is the only Place
worth contending for ; you are
neither better nor wor{c in your
felves for going before, or com-
ing aftermow ; but you arereally
fo much the better, by how
much the higher your ftation is
inan Ocb of Glory. How can
vou be content to be in the
World like Tulipsin a Garden,
to make a fine fbew and be good
for nothing ; have all your Glo-
ries
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ries fet in the Grave, or perhaps
much fooner!  What your own
fentiments are, I know not, but
I can’t without pity and refent-
ment refle®, that thofc Glorious
Temples on which your kind
Creator has beftow’d fuch ex-
quifite workmanfhip, fhow’d en-
fhrine no better than Fewptian
Deities ; be like a garyifi’d Se-
pulchre, which for all its glicter-
ing, has nothing within but em-
ptinels or putrefaction! What a
pity it is, that whil{t your Beau-
ty cafts a lufl: {} around you,
your Souls which are infinirely
mote bright and ¢ nt, ( OF
which if you hs

43 ielear
Tdea, as lovely as it Is, and as
much as you now value i, you
wowd then defpife and neglect
the mean Cafe that enclofes it )
fhow’d be fuffer’d to over-run
with




12 A Serious Propofal
with Weeds, lye fallow and ne-
gle@ed , unadorn’d with any
Grace! Altho’ the Beauty of
the Mind is neceflary to {ecure
thofc Conquefts which your
Eyes have gain’d, and.Time
that mortal Enemy to hand{ome
Faces, has no influence on a love-
ly Soul, but to better and im-
prove it. For fhame let’saban-
don that 0/d, and therefore one
wouw’d think, unfafhionable em-
ployment of purfuing Butterflies
and Trifles! No longer drudge
on in the dull beaten road of
Vanity and Folly, which fo ma-
ny have gonc before us, but
dare to break the enchanted
Circle that cuftom has plac’d us
in,and fcorn the vulgar way of
imitating all the Impertinencies
of our Neighbours. Letus learn
to' pride our {¢lves in fomething
more
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more excellent than the inven-
tion of a Fafhion; And not en-
tertain fuch a degrading thought
of our own worth, as toimagine
that our Souls were given us on-
ly for the fervice of our Bodies,
and that the beft improvement
we can make of thefe, isto at-
tract the Eyes of Men. We value
thems too much, and our felves
too little, if we place any part
of our defert in their Opinion;
and don’t think our felves capa-
ble of Nobler Things than the
pitiful Conqueft of fome worth-
lefs heart. She who has oppor-
tunities of making an intereft in
Heaven, of obtaining the love
and admiration of GOD and An-
gels, is too prodigal of her Time,
and injurious to her Charms, to
throw them away on vain infig-
pificant men. She need not make

her




14. A Serious Propofal
her felf fo cheap, as to defcend
to court their Applaufes; for at
the greater diftance fhe keeps,
and the more fhe is above them,
the more cffeCtually fhe fecures
their efteem and wonder. Be
fo generous then Ladies, as to
do nothing unworthy of you ; 1o
true to your Intereft,as not to
leffen your Empire, and depre-
ciate your Charms. et not
your Thoughts be wholly bufied
1n obferving what refpett is paid
you, but a part of them at leaft,
in - {tudying to deferve it. And
after all, remember that Good-
nefs is the trueft Greatnefs; to
be wife for your {elves the grea-
teft Wit; and #har Beauty the
moft defirable which will endure
to Bternity.

Pardon me the {ceming rude-
nefs of this Propofal, which goes
upon
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upon a fuppofition that there’s
fomething amifs in you, which it
isintended to amend. My de-
fign is not to expofe, but to re-
&ifie your Failures. To be ex-
empt from miftake, is a privi-
lege few can pretend to, the
greateft is to be paft Convittion,
and too obftinate to reform. K-
ven the Men, as exalt as they
wou’d feem, and as much.as
they divert themfelves with ot
Miltarriages, are very often
guilty of greater faults; and
fuch, as confidering the advan-
tages they enjoy, are much more
inexcufable. But I will not pre~
tend to correGigheic Errors, who
either are, or at leaft rhink them-
felves too wife toreceive Inftru-
&ion from a Womans Pen. My
carnelt defire is, That you La-
dies, would be as perfect and

happy
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happy as ’tis poffible to be in
this imperfe& ftate; for I love
you too well to endure a {pot up-
on your Beauties, if I can by any
means remove and wipe it off. T
would have you live up to the
dignity of your Nature, and ex-
prefs your thankfulnefs to ‘GOD
for the benefits you enjoy by a
due improvement of them: As
I know very many of you do,
who countenance that- Piety
which the men decry , and are
the brighteft Patterns of Religi-
on'that the Ageaftords ; ’tis my
grief that all the reft of our Sex
do not imitate fuch Illuftrious
Examples,and therefore I would
have them encreas’d -and ren-
der’d more confpicuous, that
Vice being put out of counte-
nance, ( becaufe Vertue is the
only thing in fafhion)may {neak

out
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out of the World, and its dark-
nefs be difpell’d by the conflu-
ence of {o many fhining Graces.
The Men perhaps will ery out
that I teach you falfe Doftrine ;
for becaufe by their fedutions,
fome amongft us are become ve-
ry mean and contemptible, they
would fain perfuade the reft to
be as defpicable and forlorn ds
they. We're indeed oblig’d to
them for their management, in
endeavouring to make us {o,who
ufe all the artifice they can to
fpoil, and deny us the means of
improvement. So that inftead of
inquiring why all Women are
not wife and good, we have rea-
{on to wonder that there are any
fo. Were the Men as much ne-
glefted, and as _little care taken
to cultivate and improve them,
perhaps they woud be fo far

: from




18 A Serious Propafal
from furpaffing thofe whom they
now defpife, that they them-
felves wou’d fink into the great-
eft flupidity and brutality. The
prepofterous returns that the
molt of them make, to all the
care and pains that is beftow’d
on them, renders this no uncha-
ritable, nor improbable Conje-
ture.  One wouw’d therefore al-
moft think, that the wife difpo-
fer of all things, forefeeing how
unjuftly Women are denied op-
portunities of improvement from
without, has therefore by way of
compenfation endow’d them
with greater propenfions to Ver-
tue, and a natural goodnels of
‘Temper within, which if duly
manag'd, would raife them to
the moft eminent pitch of hero-
ick Vertue. Hither Ladies, I
defire you wouw’d afpire, ’tis a
noble
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noble and becoming Ambition,
and to remove fuch Obftacles as
lye in your way, is the defign of
this Paper. We will therefore
enquire what it is that {tops your
flight, that keeps you groveling
here below, like Domitian catch-
ing Flies, when you -fhould be

bufied in obtaining Empires?
Altho’ it has been faid by Men
of more Wit than Wifdom, and
perhaps of more malice than ei-
ther, that Women are naturally
incapable of a&ing Prudently,
or that they are neceffarily deter-
mined to folly, I muft by no
means grant it; that Hypothefis
would render my endeavours
impertinent, for then it would
be in vain to advife the one, or
endeavour the Reformation of
the other.  Befides, there are
Examples in all Ages, which fuf-
ficiently
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ficiently confute the Ignorance
and Malice of this Affertion,

‘The Incapacity, if there be
any, is acquired not natural sand
none of their Follies are {o necel:
fary, but that they might avoid
them if they pleas’d themfelves,

Some difadvantages indeed they
labour under, and what thefs
are we fhall fee by and by, and
endeavour to furmount; but Wo-
men need not take up with mean
things, fince (if they are not.
wanting to themfelves) they are
capable of the beft.  Neither
God nor Nature have excluded

them from being Ornaments to

their Families, and ufeful in their

Generation ; there is therefore

no reafon they fhould be con-

tent to be Cyphers in the World,
ufelefS at the beft, and ina little "
time. a"burden and nuifance tf}
al
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all about them. And ’tis very
great pity that they who are {o
apt to over-rate themfelves in
{maller Matters, fhou’d, w‘hcre
it moft concerns them to know
and ftand upon their Value, be
{o infenfible of their own worth.

The. Caufe therefore of the
defe@s we labour under is, if
not wholly , yet at leaft in the
firft place, to be afcribed to the
miftakes of our Education ;
which like an Error in the firft
Concottion, f{preads its ill Influ-
ence through all our Lives.

The Soil is rich,and would, if
well cultivated, produce a noble
Harveft ; if then the Unskilful
Managers, not only permit, but
incourage noxious Weeds, tho’
we fhall fuffer by their Neglett,
yet they ought not in juftice to
blame any but themfélves, if

they




22 A Serious Propofal
they reap the Fruit of this their
foolifh Condu&t. Women are
from their very Infancy debar’d
thofe Advantages,with the want
of which they are afterwards re-
proached, and nurfed up in thofe
Vices which wiil hereafter be
upbraided to them. So partial
are Men as to expe& Brick
where they afford no Straw ;
and {o abundantly civil as to
take care we fhow’d make good
that obliging Epithet of Ignorant,
which out of an excef§ of good
Manners, they are pleas’d to
beftow on us !

One would be apt to think
indeed, that Parents thow’d take
all poflible care of their Chil-
drens Education, not enly for
their fakes, but even for their
own,  And tho’ the Son convey
the Name to Pofterity , yet cer-
tainly
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tainly a great Part of the Honour
of their Families depends on their
Daughters. *Tis the kindnefs of
Education that binds our duty
fafteft enus: For the being in-
ftrumental to the bringing us in-
to the World, is no matter of
choice, and therefore the lefs ob-
liging; But to procure that we
may live wifely and happily in
it, and be capable of endlefs Joys
hereafter, is a benefit we can ne-
ver fufficiently acknowledge.
To introduce poor Children in-
to the World, and negle&t to
fence them againft the temptati-
ons of it, and {o leave them ex-
pos’d to temporal and eternal
Miferies , is a wickednefs for
which I wanta Name; ’tis be-
meath Brutality , the Beafts are
better natur’d, for they take care
of their Off-fpring, till they are

capable
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capable of caring for themfelves,
And, if Mothers had a due re-
gard to theirPofterity,how Greas
{oever they are, they wou’d not
think themfelves too Good to
perform what Nature requires,
nor through Pride and Delicacy
remit the poor little one to the
care of a Fofter Parent. Or, if
necefity inforce them to depute
another to perform zheir Duty,
they wou’d beas choice at leaft,
in the Manners and Inclinations,
as they are in the comple&ions of
their Nurfes, left with their
Milk they transfufe their Vices,
and form in the Child fuch evil
habits as will not eafily be eradi-
cated.

Nature as badtas it is, and as
much as it is complain’d of, is fo
far improveable .by the grace of
GOD , upon our honeft and
hearty
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3 hearty endeavours, that if we
| are not wanting toour {clves, we
' may all in fome, tho’ not in an
| equal meafure, beinftruments of
| his Glory, Bleflings to - this
| World, and capable of Eternal

Bleflednefs in that to come. But
if our Nature is {poil’d , inftead
of being improv’d at firly; if
from our Infancy we are nurs’d
up in Ignorance and Vanity ;
are taught to be Proud and Petu-
lant, Delicate and Fantaftick,
| Humorous and Iuconftant , ’tis
not firange that t
this Conduét appear m -all the
furure A&ions of our Lives. And
feeing it is Ignorance, either ha-
bitual, or atual, which is the
caufe of all fin , how are they
| like to efcape #hzs, who are bred
up in that? That therefore Wo-
| men are unprofitable to z‘noﬁi
anc

offe&s of
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and a plague and difhonour to
fome men is not much to be re-
gretted on account of the Men,
becaufe *tis the produét of their
own folly, in denying them the

* benefits of an ingenuous and li- -
beral Education, the moft effe-
&tual means to direét them into,
and to fecure their progrefs in
the ways of Vertue.

For that Ignorance is the
caufe of moft Feminine Vices,
may be inftanc’d in that Pride
and Vanity which is ufually im-
puted tous , and which, I fup-
pofe, if throughly fifted , will

* appear to be {ome way or other,

the rife and Original of all the

reft. Thefe,tho’ very badWeeds,
are the product of a good Soil,
they are nothing elfe but Gene-
rofity degenerated and corrup-

ted. A defire to advance and
perfe&t
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perfect its Being , is planted by
GOD in all Rational Natuies,
t0 ‘excite them hereby to-every
worthy and becoming A€tion’;
for certainly , next to the Grace
of GOD, nothingdoes {0 pow-
erfully reftrain people from E-
vil and ftir themup to Good, as
a ‘generous Temper. And there-
fore to be ambitious of perfe@i-
ons is no fault , the’ to affume
the Glory of our Excellencies to
our felves, or to Glory in fuch as
we really havenot, are. And
were Womeéns haughtinefs ex-
prefd in difdaining to do a
mean and cvil thing, wou'd
they pride themfRlves in fome-
what truly perfeCtive of a Ratio
nal Nature, there were no hure
in it. But then they ought not
to be denied the means of exa-
r{ﬂqing and judging what is{o ;

: B2 they
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they fhould not be impos’don
with tinfel ware. If by reafonof

a falfe Light, or undue Medium,
they chufe amifs, theirs is the
lofs, but the Crime is the Decei-
vers. She who rightly under-
ftands wherein the perfe&ion of
her Nature confifts, will lay out
her Thoughts and Induftry in
the acquifition of fich Perfeti-
ons : But fhe who is kept igno-
rant of the matter, will take up
with fuch Objects as firft offer
themfelves, and bear any plaufi-
ble refemblance to what fhe de-
fires ; a fhew of advantage being
fufficient to render them agree-
able baits, to her who wants
Judgment and Skill to difcern
between reality and pretence.
From whence it eafily follows,
that fhe who has nothing elfe to
value her feIf upon, will: be
proud
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. proud of ler Beaury, or Money,
and what that can purchafe ;and
think her {elf mightily oblig’d to-
him, who tells her {he has thofé
Perfeions which fhe maturally
longs for. Her inbred felf-efteem
and defire of good, which are
degenerated into Pride and mi-
ftaken Self-love, will eafily open
her Ears to whatever goes about
to nourifh and delight them ;
and when a cunning defigning
Enemy from without,has drawn
over to his Party thefe Traytors
within, he has the Poor unhappy.
Perfon at his Mercy , who now
very glibly fwallows down his
Poyfon, becaufe’tis prefented in

| a Golden Cup, and creduloufly
hearkens to the moft difadvanta-

| gious Propofals, becaufe they
| come attended with a feeming
efteem.She whofe Vanity makes
b2 her.
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her {wallow praifes by the whole
fale, without examining whe-
ther fhe deferves them, or from
what hand they come, will
reckon it,but grafitude to think
well of him who values her o
much, and think the muft needs
be merciful to the poor defpair-
g Lover whom her Charms
have reduc’d to dieat her feet.
Love and Honourare what eve-
1y one of us naturally efteem ;
they are excellens things in
themfelves., and very worthy
our regaid., and by how much
the. readier we are to embrace
what ever refembles them, by
{0. much. the more dangerous it
is. that thefe venerable Names
fhould be wietchedly abus’d and
affixt to their dire& contraries,
yet this is the Cuftom of the
World:  Aad how can fhe pofz
fibly
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 fibly deteQ. the fallacy, whohas
' no better Notion of either tham

what fhe derives from Plays and
Romances 2 How can ke be
furpifhed with any folid Princi-
ples whofe very Inftructors are
Froth and emptinefs ? ‘Whereas
Women were they rightly Edu-
cated:, had they obtain’d a well
inform’d and difcerning Mind,,
they would be proof againit all
thefe Batteries, fee through and
fcorn thofe little filly Artifices
which are us’d to enfnare and
deceive them. Such an one
would value her {elf only on her
Vertue, and confequently be
moft chary of what {he eftcems
fo much: She would know, that
not what others fay, but what
fhe her felf does, 1s the true
Commendation and the only
thing that exalts her; the lond-

B 4 eft
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elt Encomiums being not halffo
fatisfaltory, as the calm and fo.
cret Plaudit of her own Mind,
whichmoving on true Principles
of Honour and Vertue , woud
not failon a review of it felf to
anticipate that delightful Eulogy
fhe Mhall one day hear,
Whence is it but from igno-
rance, from a want of Under-
anding to compare and judge
of things ; to chufe a right End,
to proportion the Means to the
End, and to rate ev’ry thing ac.
cording to its proper value, tha
we quit the Subftance for the
Shadow , Reality for Appear-
ance, and embrace thofe very
things which if we underftood
we fhou’d hate and fly, but now
are reconcild <o, rﬁcrely becaufe
they ufurp the Name, tho? the
have nothing of the Nature of

thofe
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thofe vencrable Objeéts we de-
fircand feek? Were it not for
this delufion, is it probable a
Lady who pafionately defires to
be admir’d, fhou’d ever confent -
to fuch A&ions as render her bafe
and contemptible ? Woud fhe
be {o abfurd as to think either to
get love, or to keep it, by thofe
methods which occafion loath-
ing and confequently end in ha-
tred? Woud fhe retkon ita piece
of her Grandeur, or hope to gain -
efteem by fuch exceflesas really
leffen her in the eyes of all con-
fiderate and judicious perfons ?
Wouw’d fhe be {o filly as to look
big and think her felf the bet-
ter perfon, becaufe fhe has more
Money to beftow profufely, or
the good luck to* have a more in-
genjous Taylor or Milliner than
her Neighbour ? Wow’d fhe who

: By by
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by the regard fhe pays to Wit
{eems to malie Tome pretences to
ity undervalue har Judgment {o
much as to admic the Scurrility
ne neily. Nonfenfe of
noleHore-heads are better
than thein Brains, to:pafs under
thatCharaéter? Wou’d fhe be fo
weakas toimagin thata fewairy
Fancies joyn’d with a great-deal
of Impudence and ill-nature (the
right definition of modern Wit)
can befpeak him a Man of fens,
who runs.counter teall the fenfe
andreafon that ever appear’d.in
thewarld ¢ than which nothing
can be an Argumentof greater
fhallownef§junlefs it be to regard
and efteem Lim for it,  Wou'd
a woman, if.fhe truly underftood
her felf, be affefted either with
the praifes or calumnies of thofe
worthlefs pepfons , whofe Lives
are
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are a direft contradiction to Rea-
fon,a very fink of corruption, by
whom one wowd blufh to be
commended; left they fhou’d be
miftakens for Partners or Conni-

-~ versat their Crimes 2 Will flie

who has a jot of difcerntnent
think to fatisfy her greedy defire
of Pleafure, with thofe promifing
nothings: that have again and a-
gainideluded her? Or willidhe
t6 obtain fuch Bubbles; run’ the:
rifque of forfeiting Joys, infi-

pitely fatisfying and eternal ? In!

fum, did not ignorance impofe
on us; we would never lavifh
outithe greateft part of our 'Iime
and! Care, on the decoration of
a-Tenement, in which our Leafe
is fo-very fhort, and which for
all our induftry, ~may lofe it’s
Beauty e’er thatLeafe be out;and
inthe mean while negle€t 4 more

glorious
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glorious and durable Manfion!
We wou’d never be {0 curious of
the Houle and [0 carelefs of the
Inhabitanr, whofe beauty js ca-
pable of great improvement and
will enduare for ever without di-
minution or decay !

‘Thus Tgnorance and a narrow
Education lay ‘the Foundation
of Vice, and Imitation and Cu-
{tom_rear it up. Cuftom, that
mercilefs torrent that carrids.all
before it , and which indeed can
be ftem’d by none but fuch as
have a great deal of Prudence
and a rooted Vertue. For ’tis
but Decorous that fhe who is not
capable of giving better Rules,
fthowd follow thofe fhe fees be-
foresher, leaft Me only change
the ‘Inftanceand retain the ab-
furdity. *T'wouwd puzzle a con.
fiderate Perfon to account for all
that
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that Sinand Folly that is in the
World (which certainly has no-
thing in it {elf to recommend it,)

| did not Cuftom help to {olve the

difficulty.  For Vertue without
queftion has onall accounts the
preeminence of Vice , ’tis abun-
dantly more pleafant in‘'the 4c7,
as well as more advantagious in
the Confequences, as any one who
will but rightly ufe her reafon, in

| aferious refleétion on her felf and

the nature of things ; may eafily
perceive. Tis Cuftom therefore,

. that Tyrant Cuftom, which is

the grand motive to all thofe ir-
rational choices which we daily
fee madein the World, {0 very
contrary to our prefent intereft
and pleafure, as will as to our Fu-
ture. We think it an unpardon-
able miftake not to do as our
neighbours do,and part with our

Beaee




38 . A Serious Propofal

Peaceand-Pleafure as well as our
Innocence and: Vertue, meerly
in.complyance with'an unreafon-
able Fafliion: And havinginur’d
our felves:to Folly; we know not
how to quitit; we gooninVice,
not: becaufe we find fatisfaGion
init, butt becauf we are unac-
quainted: with. the Joys of Ver-
tue.

Add tothis the hurry and noife
of the: World:, which does' ge-
nerally {6 bufy and pre -ingage
us; that'wehave little time and
lefs: inclination to ftand:ftill and
reflet onour own Minds: Tliofe
impertinent Amufements which
have feiz’dlus, keeptheir hold fo
welland {6 conftantly-buz about
ourEHars that we cannotattend to
the Dictates of our Reafon , nor
to the {oft whifpers and winning
perfaafives of the' divine Spirir,

by
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by whofe afliftance werewe dif=
pos’d to- make ufeof it,we might
{halieoff thefe Follies: and regain
ourFreedom. Butalas! to com-
plete our misfortunes, by a con-
tinual applicationito  Vanity and:
Polly, we quite {poil the contex-
ture-and frame of'our Minds, {o
loofen and diffipate, that nothing
folidfand {ubftantial will ftay in
them. By an habitual inadver-
tency we render: our felves inca=
pable oflany {erious and improve-
ing thought, till our minds thems«
felves become as light and frothy
asthofe things theyare conver-
{antiabout. "Torall whichy if we
further add the grear indufiry
thatbad peopleufe to corruptthe
good), and that: unaccountable
backwardnefs thatappears intoo
‘many good perdons,. to ftand up
for and propagate the Piety. they

profefs;
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profefs (foftrangely are things
tranfpoled, that Vertue puts on
the blufhes which belong to Vice,
and Vice infults with the autho-
rity of Vertue!) and we have a
pretty fair account of the Caufes
of our non-improvement.

« When a poor® Young Lady is
taught to value her felf on no-
thing but her Cloaths , and to
think {he’s very fine when well
accoutred ; When fhe hears fay,
that 'ris Wifdom enough for her
to know how to drefs her felf;
that {he may become amiable in
his eyes, to whom it appertains
to be knowing and learned ;
who can blame her if fhe lay out
her Induftry and Money on fuch
Accomplifhments,and fometimes
extends it farther than her mift
informer  defires fhe fhould:?
When fhe fees the vain and the

837,
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gay , making Parade in the
World and attended with the
Courtthip and admiration of the
gazing herd, no wonder that her
tender Eyes are dazled with the
Pageantry, and wanting Judg-
ment to pafs a due Eftimate on
themand their Admirers, longs
to be fuch a fine and celebrated
thing as they ! Whar tho’ fhe be
fometimes told ofanother World,
fhe has however a more lively
perception of this, and may well
think , that if her Inftrutors
were in earneft when'they tell
lier of hereafter, they would not
be fo bufied and concerned abous
what happens here. She is, it

“may be, taught the Principles

and Duties of Religion, but not

| Acquainted ‘with the Reafons

and Grounds of them; being

| told, ’tis enough for her to be-

lieve
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lieve,’'to examine why , and
wherefore, belongs not to her.
And therefore, though her Piety
may be tall and fpreading, yet
becauft it wants foundation and
Root, the firlt rude Temptation
overthrows and blaftsit, or per-
hapsthe fhort liv’d Gourd decays
and withers of its own: accord.
But why fhould fhe be blamed
for {erting no great value o her
Soul, whofe nobleft Faculey, her
Underftanding is render’d ufelefs
to her ? Or cenfur’d for relinqui-
thing a courfe of Life, whofe
Prerogatives fhe was never ac-
quainted with, and tho? highly
reafonable in it felf, was put upon
the embracing it with as little
reafon as fhe now forfakes it?
For if her Religion it felf be
taken up as the Mode of the
Country , ’tis no ftrange thing
that
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that fhe laysicdown again incon-
formity tothe Fafhion. Where-
as the ‘'whofe Reafon is fuffer’d!
to. difplay it felf, toinquire into
the grounds. and: Motives of Re-
ligion, to make a difgquifition of
its Graces and fearch out its hid-
den Beauties;; who isa; Chriftian
out of Choice, not in conformity
tothofe among whom fhe lives ;;
and cleaves toPiety; becaude’tis
her Wifdom, her Intereft, her
Joy, not becaufe fhe has beer
aceuftom’d to it ; The who isnot
only eminently and unmoveably
good,, but able to give a Reafbn:
why he is {0; is too firmyand ftable
to, be mov’d by the: pitiful: Al
lurements of fin,to0 wife and:too
well bottom?d to be undermin’d
and fupplanted by the ftrongeftt
Effortsof Temptasion. Doubt-
lefs a truly Cheiftian Life res

quires
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quires a clear Underﬁanding as
well as regular Affe@ions , that
both together may move the
Will to a diret choice of Good
and a ftedfaft adherence to it.
For tho” the heart may be honeft,
it is but by chance thiat the Wil
is right if " the Underftanding be
ignorant andCloudy. And what’s
the reafon that we fometimes -
{ee perfons unhappily falling off”
from their Piety, but becaufe
’twas their Affe@ions i noe
their Judgment , that inclin’d
them to be Religious? Reafon
and Truthare firm and immuta-
ble, the who bottoms on them is.
on fure ground; Humourand In-
clination are fandy Foundations,
and fhe whois fivay’d by her
Afteltions more than by her
Judgment, owes the happinefs
ofher Soul in a great meafure to
the
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the temper of hér Body; her Piety
may perhaps blaze higher but
will not laft fo long. For the
Affe&ions arevariousand change-
able mov’d by every Objedt, and
the lait comer eafily undoes what-
ever its Predeceflor had done be-
fore.  Such Perfons are always
in extreams, they are cither vio-
lently good, or quite cold and
indifferent ; a perpetual trou-
ble to themfelves and others, by
indecent Raptures,or unneceflary
Scruples ;) there is noBeauty and
orderin their lives , all is rapid
and unaccountable ; they are
now very furious in fuch a courfe,
but they cannot well tell why,
and anonas violent in the other
extream. Having more Heat than
Light , their Zeal out-runs their
Knowledge and inftead of repre-
fenting Piety as it is in it feIf, the

moft

@it
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moft lovely and” inviting thing
imaginable, they expofe it to
the contempt and ridicule of
the cenforiors World. Thef: De-
votion becomes ricketed, ftarv’d
and contracted in fome of it’s
vital parts, and difproportioned
and over-grown in lefs material
inftances ; whilft one Duty is o-
ver-done to commute for the neg-
lett of another, and the miftaken
perfon thinks the being often -
on her knees, attones for all the
mifcarriages of her Converfa-
tion: Not confidering that *tis
in vain to petition for thofeGraces
which we takeno care topratice,
and a_mockery ‘to adore thofe
Perfettions we run counter ‘to,
and that thetrue end ofall our
Prayers and external Obfervances
isto work our minds into a truly
Chriftian temper, to obtain for
us




| to the Ladies, g7

- us the Empire of our Paffions,

- and to reduce all irregular In-

' clinations, that fo we may be as

like GOD in Purity, Charity,
and all his imitable excellencés,
as is confiftent with the imper-
fetion of a Creature.

And now having difcovered
the Difeafe and its caufe, ’tis
proper toapply a Remedy ; fingle
Medicines are too syeak to cure
fuch complicated Diftempers,
they require a full Difpenfatory ;
and what wouw’d a good Woman
refufe to do, could fhe hope by

 that to advantage the greateft
 part of the world, dnd improve
her Sex in Knowledge and true
Religion ? T doubt not Ladies,
- but that the Age, as bad asit s,
affords very many of you who
- will readily embrace, whatever
 hasa true tendency to the Glory
| of
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of GOD and your mutual E-
dification, to revive the antient
Spirit of Piety in the World and
'to tranfmit it to ficceedingGene-
rations. I know there are man
of you who foardently love God,
as to think no time too muchto
fpend in his fervice,nor any thi
too difficult to do for his fake;
and bear fuch a hearty good-will
to your Neiglibours,as to grudge
noPrayers orPains to reclaim and
improve them.I have thereforeno
more to do but to make the Pro-
pofal,to prove that it will anfer
thefe great and good Ends, and
then ’twill be eafy to obviate the
Objettions that Perfons of more
Wit than Vertue may happen to
raife againft it.

Now as to thePropofal,it is to
erect a Monaftery, or if you will
(toavoid giving offence to the
{crupulous
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ferupulous and injudicious , by
names which tho’ innocent in
themfelves, have been abus’d by
fuperflitious Prattices,) we will
call it a Religions Retérement, and
fuchasfhall have a double afpect,
being not only a Retreat from
the World for thofe who defire
that advantage, but likewife,
an Inftitution and previous difci-
pline, to fit us to do the greateft
good in it ; fuch an Inftitution as
this 1gif‘ I do not mightily deceive
my {elf,) would be the moft pro-
bable method to amend the pre-
fent and improve the future Age,
For here, thofe who are con-
vinc’d of the emptinefs of earthly
Enjoyments, who are fick of the
vanity of the world and its im-
pertinencies, may find more fiib-
ftantial and fatisfying entertain-
ments, and need not be confin’d

C to
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to what they juftly loath. Thofe
who are defirousto know andfor:
tify their weal fide, firft do good
to themfelves,that hereafter they
may be eapable of doing more
good toothers;or for their greater
lecurity are willing to avoid
temptation, may get out of that
danger which a continual ftay
in view of the-Enemy, and the
familiarity and unwearied appli-
cation of the Temptation may
expofe them to ; and gain an op-
portunity to look into themiclves |
to be acquainted at home and no
longer the greateft ftrangersto
therr own hearts. Such as are
willing ina more peculiar and’
undifturb’d maunner , to attend
the great bufinefs they came into -
the world about, the fervice of
GOD and improvement of their
own Minds,may find a conveni-
ent

i’-m./ﬂa [
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ent and blifsful recefs from the
noife and hurry of the world, A
world {o cumberfom, o infeti-
ous,that altho’ thro’ the grace of
G‘)i) and their own fbriét watchs
fulnefs, they are kept from fink-
mg down 1nto its (wu'ptxons,
’twill however damn their flight
to heav’n, hinder them from at-
taining any eminent pitch of
ch"

Youare therefore Ladies, in-
vited into a place, where you
fhall fuffer no other confinement,
but to bc kept out of the 1oad
of fin:; 1ﬂ, lnot be depriv’d
of your g randeur, but only exs
change the vain Ponms and Pas
 geantry of the wor Id emptin
- Titles and- Forms of State, for
the, true and {olid €
bein;c, '\bh. 60 ¢

will only qu,
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fignificant people for an inge-
nious Converfation ; the froth
of flathy Wit for real Wifdom ;
idle tales for inftru&ive dif-
courfes, The deceitful Flatteries
of thofe who under pretence of
loving and admiring you, really
ferved their owx bale ends, for the
feafonable Reproofs and whol-
fomCounfels of your hearty well-
withers and affeGionate Friends;
which will procure you thofe
perfe€tions your feigned lovers
pretended you had, and kept
you from obtaining. No uneafy
task will be enjoyn’d you, all
your labour being only to pre-
pare for the higheft degrees of
that Glory, the very loweft of
which is more than at prefent
you are able to conceive, and
the profpett of it fufficient to
out-weigh all the Pains of Re-
ligion
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ligion, were there any in it, as
really there isnone.’ Allthatis
requir’d.of you, is only tobe as
happy as poflibly youcan, and
to make furcof a Felicity that
will fill all the capacities of your
Seuls! A happinefs, which when
once you have tafted, youwll be
fully convinc’d, you cou’d ne-
ver do too much to obtain it,
nor be too folicitous to adorn
yourSauls,with fuch tempers and.
difpofitions , as will at prefent
make you in fome meafure, {uch
holy and Heavenly Creatures, as
you one day hope to be ina more
perfe€t manner; without which
Qualifications you can neither
rcﬁf{mab]y expect, mor are capable
of enjoying the Happinefs of the
Life to come. Happy Retreat !
which will be the introducing
you into fuch a Paradife as your

; ¢ Mother
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},’I{)th;“ Eve forfeited, where

you fhall feaft on Ple afules7 that
rio not like thofe of the World,
difappoint your cxpe&anom
“**Hyou, ppetites, and by the
{t they mveyon put ! ki

and prepare ym, to vectl

hereafter.  Here are no Ser pults

to deceive VO“. wh
1

1C10US
ns w ill

bt't to Love
which will :

taini

d fich an enter-
! n nt, that you’ll
nc lination as leifiire
¢ Pollies which in
the ‘fimc of your ignorance pafs’d
with you under the name of love,
althq?

no
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altho’ there is not in nature twa
more different. things, than true
Lovey.and that brusifb P
which pretends toapeit.  Here
will be no Rivalling but for the
love of G O D2, no Ambition but
to procure his Favour, to which
nothing will more effeCtually re-
commend you, than agreat and
dear affe€tion to each other.Envy
thatCanker,will not here difturb
your Breafts; for how can fhe
repine at anothers wel-fare, who
reckons it the greateft part of
her own ? No Covetoufnefs will
gain  admittance in this bleft
abode, but to amafs huge Trea-
furesof gor\d Works, and to pro-
cure one of the bn'rhtch Crowns
of Glory, You will not be foli-
citous to encreafe your Fortunes
but to enlarge your Minds, e-
fteeming no Grandeur like being

C 4 conforms-
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conformable to the meek and
humble JESUS. ‘So that you on-
ly withdraw from the noife and
trouble, the folly and temptation
of the world, that you may more
peaceably enjoy your {elves, and
all the innocent Pleafures it is a-
ble to afford you, and particular-
Iy that which is worth all the
reft, a Noble , Vertuous and
Difinterefs’d Friendfhip. And to
compleat all, that Aeme of delight
which the devout Seraphic Soul
cnjoys,when dead to the World,
fhe devotes her felfentirely to the
Contemplation and fruition of her
Beloved ; when having difen-
ag’d her {elf from all thofe Lets
h hindred her from without,
fhe movesina dire@® and vigo-
rous motion towards her true and
only Good, whom now the em-
braces and acquiefces in with
fuch
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fuch an unfpeakable pleafure, as
is only intelligible to them who
have tried and felt it, which we
can no more defcribe to the dark
and fenfual part of Mankind,
thav we can the beauty of Colours
and harmony of Sounds to the
Blind and Deaf. In fine, the
place to which you are invited
is a Type and Antepaft of Fiea-
vn , where your Employment
will be as there , to magnify
GOD, to love one another, and
to communicate that ufeful krow-
ledge,which by the due improve-
ment of your time in Study and
Comtemplation you will obtain,
and which when obtain’d , will
afford you a much {weeter and
durable delight, than all thofe
pitiful diverfions,thofe revellings
and amufemens,which now thro’
your ignorance of better, appear

C - the
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i ] It fhall not

: from bettering and
it, but rather qualify
you




to the Ladies. 5;
you to doit the greatelt Goo
md bea ‘%umnaw to ftock

(ingdom with piousand pr udcnt
Ladles, whofe good Example it
isto be hop’d, “will fo influence
the reft of their Sex, that Wo-
men may no longer p).f» for thole
lietle ufelefsand impertinent Ani-
mals,which the ill conduct of too
many has caus’d ’em to be mi-
ftaken for.

We have hitherto confider’d
our Retirement only in relation
to Rehuxon, which 1s indeed its
meain, 1 may mylts only defign ;
nor can this be thought too con-
tracting a word, fince Religion
is the 4deqmtc bufinefs of our
lives, and largely confider’d,tales
in all we have to do, nothmg3
being 'a fit employment for
rational Creature, which has not
gither a direct or remote tendency

e o
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to this great and osly end. But
bccaufe, as we have-all” along
obferv’d, Religion never appeaxs
in it’s true Bea uty but when it
is accompanied with Wifdom
and Difcretion ; and that with-
out a good Underftanding, we
can fearce be traly, but never
eminently Good; being liable to
a thoufand fed 1&10115 and mi-
ftakes ; (h,. even the men them-
felves, if they I.ave nota com-
petent c‘.;;{.cc of Knowledge,
are cari &c,‘. m*out with ever

wind of 1 mc‘) Therefore,

L
one gxcut er d this Inftitution
hall be, to ‘Ap el that cloud of
Ygnorance
vc,lv d'us

hich Cuftom has in-
. tofurnifh our minds
lock of {olid and ufeful
that the Souls of

no longer be the
1“1 and” negletted

things.

_-é‘xl V
Women 1

only unador
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things. Itis pot intended; that
our Religious fhow’d wafte their
time, and trouble their heads a-
bout fuch unconcerning matters,
as the vogue of the world has
turn’d up for Learning ; the im-
pertinency of which hasbeen ex-
cellently expos’d by an ingenious
Pen,but bufy themielves yy. s
in a ferious enquiry af- Comdus of
ter neceffary and perfe- Hum.Lije,
&ive truths, fomething which it
conserns them to know,and which
tends to their real intereft and
perfe€tion, and what that is the
excellent Author juft now men-
tion’d will fufficiently inform
them. Sucha courfe of Study
will neither be too troublefome
nor out of the reachofa Female
Virtuofo ; for it is not intended
the fhowd fpend her hours in
€ arning words but ihings , and
therefore
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therefore no  more Languages
than are neceflary toacquaint her
with ufeful Authors.  Nor need
fhe trouble her felf in turning o-
ver a great number of Books,but
takecare "f)mfluﬁ nd and d.geﬁ:
a few well-chofenand good ones.

her but obtain ughL Ideas,
and ’m: u’ ; ainted with the
1atur et D,e&g that pre

A ©
o

{cnt il to her mind, an
then no matter vhether or no {h
be able to tell what ianq.-‘uz peo-
ple have hou it them : And
throu; lerfla ml Chriti-
anity as { ’d by the Charch
of Englond, be fufFici

confirm her in the truth, tho’ {he
have not a Catalogue of thofe
particular errors which oppofe
it. Indeed a Learned Education
of the Women will appear {0 un-
fafhionable,that I begcm to ftartle
at

@

s
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at the fingularity of the propofiti-
on, but was extremely pleas’d
when I found a late ingenious
Author (whofe Book I met with
fince the writing of this) agree
with me in my Opinion. For
fpeaking of the Repute that
Lea Imn" was in Mr. Wortor’s Re-
about 150 years e on Auw. and
ago, It :'z"ugf/() very fz“({ «Learn. p.349,
modifh (fays he) >
that the fuir Sex {( erd’d to z’mzefve
thatGreek andl atin added to their
Charms ; and Plato and Ariftotle
nntranflated , mere frequent Orna-
wents af’t/zez’/ lofers.  One won’d
tlm, by theeffects T 1y was &
proper way of Educaring them, fince
theve'are no accountsin Fiftory of
Jowany great Wamen in any one
Age, as are to be found between the
Jyears 15 and 1600,
~ For fince GO D has given
Womeu
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Women as well as Men intel-
ligent Souls, why fhould they
be forbidden to improve them?
Since he has not denied us the
faculty of Thinking, why fhow’d
we not (at leaft in gratitude to
him) employ our Thoughts on
him{elf their nobleft Object, and
not unworthily beftow them on
Trifles and Gaities and fecular
Affairs ? Being the Soul was
ereated for the contemplation of
Truth as well as for the fruition
of Good, is it not as cruel and un-
juilt to preclude Women from
the knowledge of the one as from
the enjoyment of the other ?
Efpecially fince the Willis blind,
and cannot chufe but by the di-
vection of the Underftanding ;
or to {peak more properly, fince
the Soul always Wills accrrding
as fhe Underjtands , 1o that if
the
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fhe underftands amifs, fhe Wills
amifs. AndasExercife enlarges
and exaltsany Faculty, fo thro’
want of ufing it becomes crampt
and leffened ; if therefore we
make little or no ufe of our
Underftandings,we {hall fhortly
have noneto ufe ; and the more
contralted and unemploy’d the
deliberating and dire&tive Power
is, themore liable is the elettive
to unworthy and mifchievous
options. What is it but the
want of an ingenious Education
that renders the generality of
FeminineConverfations{o infipid
and foolifh and their folitude {0
infupportable? Learning is there-
fore neceflary to render them
more agreeable and ufeful in
company, and to furnifh them
with becoming entertainments
when alone, that fo they may

not
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not be driven to thofe mifera
{hifts, which too m
of to put off their Time, that pre-
cious Talent that never lics on
the handsof ajudicious Perfon.
And fince our Hapninels in the
next world depends o far on
thof¢ difpofitions which we carry
along with us out of this, that
without a right habitude and
temper of mind we are not
capable of Felicity ; and fecing
our Beatitude confifts in the con-
templation of the divine T'ruth
and Beauty, as well as in the
fruition of his Goodnefs, can
Ignorance be a fit preparative
for Heaven? Ist likel

whofe Underftand
bufied about nothing but froth
and trifles, fhow’d be cap
delighting her felf in no
fublime Truths ? Let {uch there-
fore
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fore asdeny us the improvement
of our Tntelle&tuals, either take
up his Paradox,who faid that Wo-
wien have no Souls, (which at this
time a day, when they are al-
low’d to Brutes, wou’d be as
unphilofophical ‘as it is unman-
nerly,) or elfe let them permit
us to cultivate and improve them.
There isa fort of Learning in-
deed which is worle than the
greateft Ignorance: A woman
may ftudy Playsand Romances
all her days, and be a'great deal
more-knowing, but never a jot
the wifer. Such a knowledge
as this ferves only toinftrudt and
put her forwardin the practice
of the greateft Pollies ; yet how
can they jultly blame her who
forbid , or at leaft won’t afford
opportunity of better ? A rational
mind will be employ’d, it will ne-

ver
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ver be fatisfy’d in doing nothing,
and if you negle@ to furnifh i
with good materials, ’tis like to
take up with fuch as come to
hand. !

We pretend not that Wo-
men fhowd teach in the Church,
or ufurpAuthority where it is not
allow’d them ; permit us only to
underftand our owx duty , and
not be forc’d to take it upon truft
from others ; to be at leaft fo far
learned, as to be able to form in
our mind a true Idea of Chrifti-
anity., it being fo very ncceffary
to fence us againft the danger of
thefe /aft and perilpus days , in
which Deceivers,a part of whofe
Charalter isto lead captive (illy
Women , need not creep into
Foufes fince they haveAuthority
to proclaim their Errors on the
Honfe 1op.  And let us allo ac-
quire
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quire a truePractical Knowledge,
fuch as will convince us of the
abfolute neceflity of Holy Living
as well as of Right Believing, and
that noHerefy 1s more dangerous
than that of an ungodly and
wicked Life. And fince the
French Tongue is underftood by
moft Ladies, methinks they may
much better improve it by the
ftudy of Philofophy (as I hear
the %rem,’a Ladiesdo,) Des Cartes,
Malebyanche and others, than by
reading idle/Novels and Romances,
’Tis ftrange we fhou’d be {o for-
ward to imitate their Fafhions
and Fopperies, and have no re-
gard to what really deferves our
Imitation ! And why fhall it not
be thought as genteel to under-
ftand French Philofophy , as to
beaccoutred in a French Mode?
Let therefore the famousMadam

D’agier,
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b acie r,f . and our own incom-
| parable Orinda, excite the Emu-
i lation of the Englifh Ladies,
The Ladies ’'m fure,, have
no reafon todiflike this Plo%“xl
i butl know not how thu\/‘en w1ll
refent it to have their enclofure
broke dows,and Women invited
tota‘}ot‘ mt}mw Knowledge
long unjuftly mouo-
Irw they muft excufe
I be as partial to my own
Sex as they are to theirs, and
L think Womenas capable of Lear-
o ning as Men are, and that it be-
iy comes them as well.  For I can-
ot imagin wherein the hurt lyes,
if-inftead of doing mifchief to
one another, by an mlcbaumb
and vair Convuﬁtion Wo-
men be enabled to info 1m and
mftruét thofe of their own Sex
at leaft ; the Holy Ghoft h“v]mg
elt

3
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left it on record, that Prifiills, as
well asher Hus
the eloquent Apolle
Apoftle found no fau
It will therefore be very proper

“for our Ladies to fpend part of
their time in this Retivement, in
adorning their minds witli ufe-
ful Knowledge. !

To enter into the detail of the
particulars concerning the Go-
vernment of the Re/igious, their
Offices of Devotion, Employ-
ments, Work, . isnot now
neceflary.  Suffice itatr prefent
to fignity, that they will be more
than ordinarily careful to redeem
their Time,{pending no more of
it on the Body than the neceffi.
ties of Nature require, but by
a judicious choice of their Fm-
ploymentand a conftant induftry
about it, {o improve this invas

Iuable

PGA | NP i i, |
band, carechis’d
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luable Treafure, that it may
neither be buried in Idlenefs, nor
lavifh’d out in unprofitable con-
cerns.  For a ftated portion of it
being daily paid to GOD ‘in
Prayers and Praifes, the reft {hall
be employ’d in innocent, charita-
ble, and uféful Bufinefs ; either
in ftudy (in learning themfelves,
or inftruéting others, for it is de-
fign’d that part of their Employ-
ment be theEducation of thofe of
their own Sex) or elfe in fpiritual
and corporal Works of Mercy,re-
lieving thePoor,healing the Sick,
mingling Charity to the Soul
with that they exprefs to the Bo-
dy, inftru&ting the Ignorant,
counfelling the Doubtful , com-
forting the Affli€ted,and corre-
ing thofe thaterr and do amifs.
And as it will be the bufinefs
of their lives , their meat and
drink
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drink to kzow and do the Will of
their Heavenly Father, o will
they pay a ftri€t conformity to
all the Precepts of their holy Mo-
tleer the Charch, whole facred
Injunttions are too much neglett-
ed, even by thofe who pretend
the greateft zeal for her. For be-
fides the daily performance of the
Publick Offices after the Cathe-
dral manner, in the moft affe&t-
ing and elevating way, the cele-
bration of the Holy Eucharift e-
- very Lords Day and Holyday,
and a courfe of {olid inflsu&ive
Preaching and Catechizing ; our
Religions , confidering that the
holy JESUS punétually ob-
ferv’d the innocent ufages of the
Jewifb Church, and tho’ in many
inftances the resfon of the Com-
mand ceas’d as to him, vet he
wow’d obey the lesrer to avoid
giving
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giving offence and to fet us an
admirable pattern of Obedience;
therefore, tho’ it may be tliought
fuch pious Souls have little occa-
fion for- the feverities of fafting
and mortification, yet they will
confider it as a {pecial part of
their Duty, to obferve all the
Fafts of the Church, viz. Lent,
Ember , and Rogarion-days , Fri-
days and Vigils'; times fo little
heeded by the moft , that one
wou’d fcarce believe them fet a-
part for Religious Purpofes, did
we not find them in the antiqua-
ted Rubricks. Andas their De-
votion will be regular, fofhallit
likewife be folid and fubftantial.
They will not reft in the mere
out-ide of Duty, nor fancy the
performance of their Fafts and
Offices will procure them licenfe
toindulge a darling Vice. But
; having |
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having long fince laid the Ax to
the root of fin, and deftroy’d
the whole body of it, they will
look upon theft holy times of re-
colletion and extraordinar
Devotion (without which Faft-
Ing fignifies little) as* excellent
means to keep it down, and to
pluck up every the leat Fibre
that may happen to remain in
them, But we intend not by this
to impofe any intolerable burden
on tender Conflitutions, know:-
ing that our Lord has taught us,
that Mercy is to be preferd be-
fore Sacrifice : and that Bodily
Exercife profiteth but a little, the
chiefbufinefs being to obtain a di-
vine& God-like temper of Mind.,
And as this inflitution will
- firi&kly enjoyn all pious and pro-
fitable Employments, fo does it
not only permit but recommend
D2 barmlefs
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harmlefs and ingenious Diverfi-
ons , Mufick particularly and
fuch as may refrefh the Body
without enervating the mind.
They do a difervice to Religion
who make it an enemy to inno-
cent Nature, and injure the Al-
mighty when they reprefent him
as impofing burdens that are not
to be born. Neither GOD nor
Wife men will like us the better
for an affeGted feverity & wafpith
fournefs. Nature and Grace will
never difagree, provided we
miftake not the one, nor indulge
the petulancy oftheother ; there
being no Difplacencies in Re-
ligion, but what we our {elves
have unhappily made. For true
Piety is the moft {weet and
engaging thing imaginable, as it
is moft obliging to others, fo
moft eafic to our felves. *Tis
in
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in truth the higheft Epicarifm,
exalting ourPleafures by refining
them ; keeping our Appetites
in that due regularity which not
only Grace, but even Natureand
Reafon require, inthe breach
of which tho’ there may be a
Tranfport, there can be no true
and f{ubftantial delight.

As to Lodging,Habir and Diet;,
they' may be quickly refolv’d on
by thel adies who fhall fubfcribe;
who I doubt not will make choice
of what is moft plain and decent,
what Nature, not Luxury re-
quires. And fince neither Meat
nor Cloaths commend us unto
GOD, they’ll content them{elves
with fuch things as are fit and
convenieat, without occafioning
ferfiple to themfelves or giving-
any trouble or offence to others..
She who confiders to how much:

' D better
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better account that Money will
turn which is beffow’d on the
Poor, than that which is laid out
m unneceflary Expences on her
felf , needs no Admonitions a-
gainft fuperfluities. She who
truly loves her felf, will nevep
walte that Money on a decaying
Carkafs, which if prudently dif=
burs’d wowd precure her an e-
ternal Manfion.  She will néver
think her felf {0 fine, as when the

‘backof the Poordo blefs her;

and never feaft fo luxurioufly
as when fhe treats an hungry
perfon, No perfume will be
thought {6 grateful as the Odour
of Good Works; nor any Wafh
fobeautifying as ber own tears.
For her Heroic Soul is foo great
t0 ambition any Empire but tftat
of her own Breaft , or to regard
any other Conquelt than the ref:

; v cuing
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cuing poor unhappy Souls from
the {lavery of Sin and Satan,thof€
only unfupportableTyrants; and
therefore what Decays fhe ob-
{trvesin her face will be very un-
concerning, but fhe will - with
greateft fpeedand accuracy re-
&ify the leaft Spot that may
prejudice the beauty of her love-
ly Soul.

Ina word, this happy Society’
will be but one Body, whofe
Soulis loye, animating and in-
forming it, and perpetually
breathing forth it felf in flames
of holy defires after GO Dand
aéks of Benevolence to eachother.
Enyy and Uncharitablenefs are
the Vices only of little and nar -
row hearts, and therefore ’tis
fuppos’d , they will not enter
here among(t perfons whofeDif-
pofitions as well as their Births

A are
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are to be Generous. Cenfure will
refine into Friendly Admonition,
all Scoffing and offenfive Raille.
ries will be abominated and ba-
nifl’d hence, where not only the
Words and A&ion, but even the
very Thoughes and Defires of
the Reljgious tend to promote
the moft endearing Love and
univerfal Good-will ;. Thus thefe
innocent and holy Souls fhowd
run their Race, meafuring their
hours by their Devotions, and.
their days by the charitable
Works they do. Thus woud
they live the life of Heaven whil®
oi1 Barth, and receive an Earn-
eft of its Joys in their hearts And
now, what remains for them to
doat Night, but to review the
Actions of the Day ? to examine
what Paffions have been ftirring?
How their Devotions were per=
. form’d ?
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form>d ? in what temper their
Hearts are ? what good they
have done? and what progref
they’ve made towards Heaven ?
and with the plaudit of a farisfi-
ed Confcience fweetly to fleep in
peace and fafety, Angels pitch-
ing theirTents round about them,
and he that neither {lumbers nor
{leeps rejoycing over them to do
them good.

And tothe end that thefe great
defigns may be the better pur-
{w’d and effeGually obtain’d,care
fhall be taken that our Religious
be under the tuition of perfons of
irreproachable Lives, of a con-
fummate Prudence, fincere Piety
and unaffeéted Gravity. No
Novices in Religion, but fuch as
have fpent the greateft part of
their lives in the ftudy and pra-
€tice of Chriftianity ; who have

B v ¢ Ived
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lived much, whatever the time
of their abode in the world has
been. Whofe Underftandings are
clear and comprehenfive, as well
as their Paffions at command and
Affettions regular, & theirKnow-
ledge able to govern their Zeal.
Whofe ferutiny into their own
hearts has been {0 exa, that
they fully underftand the weak-
nefles of human Nature, are able
tobear with its defeéts, and by
the moft prudent methods pro-
cure its Amendment. Plenti-
fully furnifl’d with inftru€tions
for the Ignorant, and comfort
for the difconfolate. Who know
how to quicken the flothful, to
twaken the fecure, and to difpel
the doubts of the Scrupulous.
‘Who are not' ignorant when to
ufe the Spur and when the Rein,
but duly qualified to minifter t]c;
a
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. all the fpiritual "wants of their
Charge. Watching over their
Souls with tendernefs and pru--
dence ; applying fitting Medicines
with fweetnefs and affability.
Sagacious in difcovering the very,
- approaches of a fault, wife in
preventing, and charitable -in
bearing with all pityable Infirmi-
ties. The fweetnefs of whofe
Nature is commenf{urate toall the
reft of their good Qualities ; and
all confpire together to make
them loy’d and reverenc’d. Who
have the perfeét government of
themfelves , and therefore rule
according to Reafon not Hu-
mour, confulting the good of the
Society, anot their own arbitrary
fway.” Yet know how to aflert
their Authority when there is
juft occafion for it, and will not
prejudice their Charge by anin-
difcreet
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difcreet remifsnefs and loofhing
the Reins of diftipline. But what
occafion will there be for rigour,
when the defignis to reprefent
Vertuein all her Charmsand na-
tive Lovelinefs,which muft needs
attract the eyes, and enamour
the hearts of all who behold her?
To joyn the fiveetnefs of Huma-
nity to the ftritnefs of Philo-
fophy, that both together being
mmprov’d and  heighten’d by
grace, may make up an accom-
plilh’d Chriftian , who (if truly
10) is certainly the beft-bred and
beft-natur’d perfon in the world,
adorn’d with a thoufand Charms,
moft happy in her felf and moft
agreeable and “beneficigl to all
She converfes with? And that
every one who comes under this
holy Roof may be fuch an ami-
able, fuch a charming Creature,
what
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what faults they bring with them
fhall be corretted by fweetnefs
not: feverity ; by friendly Ad-
monitions, not magifterial Re-
proofs ; Piety fhall not be rough-
ly impos’d,but wifely infinuated,
by a perpetual Difplay of the
Beauties of Religion in an exem-
plary Converfation,the continual
and molt powerful Sermon of an
holy Life.” And fince Inclination .
can’t be forc’d, and nothing
males people more uneafy than
the fettering themfelves with un-
neceffary Bonds, there fhall be
no Vows or irrevocable Obliga-
tions, not {0 much as the fear of
Reproach to keep ourLadies here
any longer than they defire. No :
Ev’ry attof our Religions Votary
{hall be voluntary and free , and
no other tye but the Pleafure,the
Glory and Advantage of this blef:
fed
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fed Retirement to confine her to
.
And'now I fuppofe,yowll fave
me the labour of proving, that

this Toftitution will very much

ferve the ends of Piety and Cha-

rity ; it is methinks felf-evident,

and the very Propofal {ufficient

proof. Butifit will not promote

thefe great ends, I fhall think

~ my felf mightily oblig’d to him
that will tThew me what will ;

| for provided the good of my
@1l Neighbour be advane’d, ’tis very
mdifferent to me whether 1t be
by my methed or by anothers.
L Here will be no mpertinent
‘. Vifits, nofoolifh Amours, no idle

J Amufements to, diftrat our
.\ Fhoughtsand wafte our precious
W time; a very little of which is
.\ fpent in Dreffing, that grand de-
vourer and its concomitants ;
; and

==
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and no more than neceffity re-
quires in fleep and eating; fo
that here’s a vaft Treafure gain’d,
which for ought I know may
purchafe an happy Eternity. But
we need not reft in generals, a
curfory view of {ome particulars
will fufficiently demonftrate the
great ufefulnefs of fuch a Re-
tirement ; which will appear b

obferving firft a few of thofe in-

. conveniences to which Tadies are’

. expos’d by living in the world,
and in the next place the pofitive
advantages of a Retreat.

And firft,as to the inconveni-
ences of living inthe World ; no
very fmall one is that ftrong Ides
and warm perception it gives us
of’its Vanities ; fince thefe are e-
ver at hand , conftantly throng-
| ing about us,they muft neceffarily
. puthafide all other Objets , ar;d
:, the

@
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the Mind being prepoffes’d and
gratefully entertain’d with thofe
pleafing Perceptions which ex-
ternal Objects occafion,  takes up
with them as its only Good, is
not at leifure to tafts thofe de-
lights which arife from a Re-
fetion on it felf., nor to receive
the Ideas which fuch a Refle@tion
conveys, and confequently forms
allits Notions by fuch Jdeas only
as it derives from fenfation, bé-
ing unacquainted - with - thofe
more excellent ones which arife
from its own operations and a
ferious refle€tion on them, and
which are neceffary to correé
the miftakes and fupply,the de-
fets of the other. From whence
arifes a very partial knowledge
of things, nay, almoft a perfeét
ignorance in things of the greateft
moment. Por the’ we ‘are ac-
quainted
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quainted with the Sound of fome
certain words, viz. God, Reli-
gion, Pleafure and Pain, Flononr
and Difbononr, and the like ; yet
having no other Ideas but what
are convey’d to usby thofeTrifles
we converfe with, we frame to
our felves , ftrange and awkard
notions of them, conformable on-
ly to thofe Ideas fenfation has
furnifb’d us with, which {fome-
times grow {o ftrong and fixt,
that’tis {carce poflible to intro-
duce a new Scheme of Thoughts,
and fo to- difabufe us, efpecially
whilft thefe Obje&ts are thick in
our way.

Thus fhe who fees her felf
and others refpefted in propor-
tion to that Pomp and Buftle
they make in the world,, will
form her Idea of Honour accord-
ingly. She'who has relifh’d no

Pleafures
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Pleafures but fuch as arife at the
prefence of outward Obijeéts
will feek no higher than her Sen-
fes for her Gratification. And
thus we may account for that
ftrange infenfibility that appears
in fome people when you {peak
to them of any ferious Religious
matter. They are then fo dull
yow’ll have much ado to make
them underfland the cleareft
Truth : Whereas if you rally
the fame perfons, or chat with
them of fome Mode or Foppery,
they’ll appear very quick,expert,
and ingenious. I have fometimes
{miPd betwixt {corn and pity,
to hear Women talk as grave-
ly and concernedly about fome
trifling  difappointment - from
their Miliner or Taylor, as if it
hadrelated tothe weightieft con-

cerns of their Souls, nay, perhaps
more
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“more ferioufly than others who

wou’d pafs for Good, do about
their eternal Intereft ; but turn
the talk that way, and they
grow as heavy and cold as they
were warm and {enfible before.
And whence is this, but becaufe
their heads are full of the one,
and quite deftitute of fich Ideas
as might give them a competent
notion of the other, and there-
fore to difcourfe of fuch matters,
is as little to the purpole asto
make Mathematical Demonftra-
tions to one who knows not
what ‘an Angle or Triangle
means.  (Hence by the way,
will appear the great ufefulnefs
of judicious Catechizing, which
is neceffary to ftir up clear Idea’s
in the mind, without which it
can receive but little benefit from
the Diftourfes of the Pulpit, and

perhaps

o
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pethapsthe negle@ of the former
is thereafon that the great plenty
of thelatter has no better effect.) |
By all which it appears, that if
we wouwd not be impos’d on by
falfe Reprefentations and Impo-
ftures, if we wow’d obtain a due
knowledge of themoft important
things, we muft remove the lit-
tle Toys and Vanities of the
world from us, or our felves
from them ; enlarge our Ideas, |
feek out new Fields of know-
ledge, whereby to re€lify our
firft miftakes. y

From the fame Original, iz,
the conftant flattery of external
Objetts, arifes that queruloufnefs
and delicacy obfervable in moft
Perfons_of fortune, and which
betrays them to many incon-
veniencies.  For befides that it
renders them altogether unfit ta

bear
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bear a cange, which confider-
ing the great uncertainty, the
fwift  viciffirudes * of worldly

. things, the Greateft and moft

| eftablifbed, ought not to be un-
prepar’d for; it likewifec makes
them perpetually uneafy, abates
the delight of their enjoyments,

. for fuch perfons will very rarely

| findall things to their mind, and

. then fome [irtle diforder which

others wou'd take no notice of,

like an aching Tooth or Loe,
fpoils the relifh of their Joys.
| And tho’ many great Ladies
 affect this temper, miftaking it
 fora piece of Grandeur, ’tis fo
far from thar, that it gives evi-

dence of a poor weak Mind, a

. very childith Humour, that

muft be cocker’d and fed with

Toys and Baubles to ftill its fro-

wardnefs, and is like the crazy

ftomach
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ftomach of a fick Perfon, which |

no body has reafons to be fond
of or defire.

This alfo difpofes them to
Inconftancy , (for fhe who. is
continually fupply’d with vari-

ety, knows not where to fix,) a,

Vice which {ome Women feem
to be proud of,, and yet nothing
in the world o reproachful and
degrading, becaufe nothing is a
ftronger indication of a weak
and injudicious mind. For it
_fuppofes us either {oignorant as
to make a wrong Choice at firft,

or elfe {o filly as not to know and |

{tick to it, when we have made

a right one. It befpeaks an |
unthinking inconfiderate Mind,

one that lives at Random, with=
out any defign or end; who
wanting  judgment to difcern

where to fix, or to know when |

{he’s
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fhe’s well, is ever fluGtuating and
uncertain, undoing to day what
fhe had done yefterday, which
| isthe worft Chara&er that can
' be given of ones Underftanding,
A conftant Scene of Temp-/
tations and the infe@ion of ill
company, is another great dan-
ger which converfing in the
| world expofes to. Tis adan-
gerous thing to have all the op-
portunities of finning in our pow-
er, and the danger is increas’d
by the ill Precedents we daily
fee of thofe who take them.
Lsberty (as fome body fays)
will corrupt an Angel. and tho’
it is indeed more glorious to con-
quer than to fly, yet fince our
Vertueis {0 vifibly weakned in
other inftances, ‘we have no
reafon to prefime on’t in this.
"Tis become no eafy matterto
fecure
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Aeeyreour Innocence in our ne- |
“eeflary Civilities and daily Con- |
verfations, in which, if we have |
the good luck to avoid fuchas |
bring a neceflity on us, either of |
feeming rude to them, or.of |
being really fo to GOD -Al- |
mighty, whillt we tamely hear
him, our beft Friend and Bene-
fattor affronted and fwallow -it,
at the {ame time, that we wou’d
reckon’t a very pitiful Spirit to
hear an Acquaintance traduc’d
and hold our Tongue; yet, if|
we avoid this Trial, our Charity |
is however in continual danger,
Cenforioufnefs being grown {0
modifh, that we can {carce avoid |
being ative or paffive init; {o |
that {he who hasnot her pert jeft
ready to pafs upon others,fhallas |
{oon as her back is turn’d,become |
-a Jeft her felf for want of Wit.-:I;
n |
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In confequence of all this, we 2/
are infenfibly betray’d toa great:
lofs of sime, a Treafure whofe
value we are too often quite ig-
norant of till it be loft paft re-
demption. And yet confidering
the fhortnefs and uncertainty of
Life, the great work we have to
do, and what advantages accrew
to us by a duc management of
our time, we cannot reconcile it
" with pridence to fuffer the leaft
minute te efcape us. But befides
our own lavith Expences (con-
cerning which one may ask as
Solomon does of Labour , Whar
Fruit have we.of all that Sport and
Paftime we have taken wnder the
Sun ?) 1o unreafonable is the hu-
mour of the World, that thofe
who wou’d reckon it a rudenefs
to make {o bold with ourMoney,
never cruple to wafte , and rob
E us
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usof this infinitely more precious
Treafure.

In the laft place, by reafon of
this lofs of time and the continual

. hurry we arein, wecan find no
opportunities for thoughtfulnefs
and recolle&ion ; we are {0 bu-
fied with' what paffes abroad,
that we have no leifure to look
at home, nor to retifie the dif-

rders there. And fuchan un-

king mechanical way of liv-

, when like Machines we are

-ondemn’d every day to repeat

he impertinencies of the day be-

fore,{hortens ourViews,contracts
our Minds,expofts to a thoufand

pra&tical Errors, and renders Im-

provement impoffible, becaufe

it will not permit us to confider
2nd recolleét, whichis the only
means to attain it. So much for
she inconveniencesof livingin the
World ;
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World ; if we enquire concerning
Retirement, wc?]mil find it does
not only remove all thefe, but
brings confiderable advantages of
1ts own.

For firft, it helps us to mate
Cuftom and delivers us from its
Tyranny, which is the moft con-
fiderable thing we have to do, it
being nothingelfe but the habi-
tuating our {elves to Folly that
can reconcile us to it. But how
hard is it to quit an old road?
What courage as well as pru-
dence does it require ? How clear
a Judgment to overlook the
Prejudices of Education and Ex-
ample and  to difcern what is
beft, and how ftrong a Refoluti-
on,notwighftanding all the Scoffs
and Noifes of the world to ad-
here to it ? For Cuftom has u-
furpt fuch an unaccountable Au-
thority , that fhe who wow’d ||

E .2 endeavour - ||
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endeavour to put a ftop to its
Arbitrary Sway and reduce it to
Reafon,isin a fair way to render
her felfthe Burs for all the Fops
in Townto fhoot their imperti-
nent Cenfures at. And tho’a
wife Woman will not value their:
Cenfure, yet {he cares not to be
the f{ubjeét of their Difcourfe.
The only way then is to retire
fromthe World, as the Ifraelites
did out of Egypt, left the Sacrifice
we muft make of itsFollies fhou’d
provoke its Spleen.

This alfo puts us out of the
road of temptation, and very
much redeems our Time,cutting
off thofe extravagancies on which
fo much of it was fquandred a-
way before, and furnifhing us
conftantly with good employ-
ment , {ecures us from  being
feduc’dinto bad. Great are the
Benefits
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Beaefits of holy Converfation
which will be hereenjoy’d ; As
Vice /s fo Vertue may be catching;
and to what heights of Piety will
not {he advance, who is plac’d
where the {ole bufinefs is to be
Good, where there is no pleafinre
but in Religion , no contention
but toexcel in what is truly com-
mendable ; where her Soul is
not defil’d nor her Zeal provok’d,
by the fight or relation of thofe
Villanies the World abounds
with?

And by that Learning which
will be here afforded, and that
leifure we have to enquire after
it, and to know and refle&t on
our owan minds, we {hall refcue
our felves out of that woful in-
cogitancy we have {lipt into, a~
waken our {leeping Powers and
make ufe of that reafon which

H, 3 GOD
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GOD has givenus. We fhall
then begin to wonderat ourFolly,
that amongft all the pleafires we
fermerly purfued, we never at-
tended to that moft noble and de-
lieious one which is to be found
i the chafe of truth ; and blefs
our felves atlaft , that our eyes
are open’d to difeern, how much
more pleafantly we may be enter-
tain’d by our own Thoughts,
than by all the Diverfions which
the world affords us. By this.
means we are fitted to receive the
influences of the holy Spirit and
are put in a due frame of Devoti-
on.' No doubt but He has often
knock’d at che door of our hearts,
when the croud and noifé of our
Vaniries would not {uffer usto
regard or hear him, and could
find no admittance when our
kouft was (0 Al’d with other
company.
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company. Here there fore is the
fitteft place for his Entertain-
ment, for being freed from out-
ward difturbances, we are entire-
ly at leifure to attend fo divine a:
Guefi=  Our Devotions will be

erform’d with due attention,
thofe Obje&s that ufed to diftra&
being now remov’d from us ;.
fimplicity of defire will beget
fimplicity of thought, and
that will make our minds moft
intenfe and elevated , when we
come to addrefs our felves to the.
Throne of Grace. Being dead
to the things of this world , we:
fhall with greateft fervour petiti-
on for thofc of another ; and liv-
ing always in a lively and awful
fenfe of the divine Majefty,
our hearts will ever be difpos’d
to approach him in the moft fo-
lemn, {erious and reverent man<
ner. *Tisa very unfcemly thing
E 4 L
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to jump from our Diverfions to
ourPrayers; asif when we have
been entertaining our felves and
others with Vanity , we were
mnflantly” prepar’d to appear in

the facred prefence of GO D.
But a Religous Retirement and
holy Converfation, will procute
us & more ferious T'emper, a gra-
verSpirit,and {0 both make us ha-
bitually fit to approach,and like-
wife (tir us up tobe more care-
fal in our actual preparations
when we do.  For befides all o-
ther. improvements of  Know-
ledge, we fhall hereby obtain
truer Notions of G O D than we
were capable of before, which
is. of wvery  great confequence,
fince the want of right appre-
henfions concerning him, isthe
generalcaufe of Miltakes in Re.
ligion, of Errors in Speculation,
and
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and Indecorums in Pra&tice’ fot
as G OD is the nobleft Objett
of our Underftanding,fo nothing
is more neceffary or of fuch con-
fequence to us as to bufie our
thoughts about him. And did
we rightly confider his Nature,.
we fhow’d neither dare to forget
him, nor draw near to him with
unciean hands and upholy hearts.
From this  facted Mountain
where the warld will be plac’d
at our feetr, at fuch a diftance
from us, that the fteams of its
corruptions {hall not obfcure our-
eye-fight, we fhall have a right
profpeét of it and clearly difcern
that all its Allurements, all thofe
Gaities and Pageantries which
at prefent we admire {0 much,
are no better than infignificant
‘Toys, which have no valuebut
what cur preverfe Opinion im-
H s poles
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pofes onthem. Things which
contribure {0 very little to our
real Good , that even at prefent,
which is their only feafon, we
may live much happier without
than with them ; and which are
{o far from' being neceffary to
our Felicity , that they fhall
vanifh and be nb more when
that is confummate_and perfet.
Many are the Topic’s from
whence we might declaim againft
the vanity of the world, but me-
thinks Experiekce is {o convin-
cing that it {uperfedes all the reft,
and wou’d certainly reclaim us
from the immoderate love of
earthly enjoyments,did we butfe-
rioufly hearken to it.For tell me
Ladies, if your greateft Pleafuires
itrended with a greater
fting ;. when you think to grafp
them, dothey not either vanifth
into
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into Air , or gall your fingers ?
To want, or to enjoy them, is
equally tormenting ; the " one
produces in you the Pain of Hun-
ger the other of.I oathing. For
in reality , there is no good i
them, nothing but the Shadow:
and Appearance ; if there were,
you cou'd bt fo eafily loath
your old Delights and be fo fond
of variety, what is truly defira-
ble never erding in ~ difguft.
hey are not therefore Pleatures
but Amufements which you now
purfue,, and which , through
your ignorance of better Joys
pretend to fil their place, toll
you on with fair pretences and
repay your Labour with defeat-
ed Hopes. Joys not near {o laft-
ing as the flighteft toy youwear,
the moft capricious Humorilt.a-
mong you is more conftant far
than




168 A4 Serious Propsfal
than they. - Come hither there- |
fore and take a true view of ’em,
that you may no longer deceive
your felves with that which pro-
fits not, but fpuring away thefe
empty nothings, fecure a portion
in fuch a Blifsas will not fail, as
eannot difappoint you ! A Felici-
ty which depending on GO D
only and your own Minds, is
out of Fortunes reach, will place
you above the Batteries of the
world, above its Terrors and

Allurements, and enable you at

onee to triumph oyer and defpife
it. And what can be more glori-
ous, than to have a mind unfha-
ken by the blandifhments of Pro-
fperity, or the rough fhocks of
Adverfity ; that pafles thro? both
withthe fame mdifferency and
itegrity , is not to be tempred
by either to a mean unworthy
saticdzcent A%ion?  Farther




a

to the Ladies. 109

Farther yet, befidesthat holy
emulation “which a continual
view of the brighteft and molt
examplary - Lives will excite in
us, we {hall have opportunity of ,
contraling thes purelt and no-
bleft Friendfhip ; a Blefling, the
purchafe of whiclr were richly

wortly all the World belides !

For fhe who poffeffes a worthy
Perfon, has certainly obrain’d
the richeft ‘Treafure. A Blef
fing that Monarchs may cnvy,
and fhe who enjoys is happier

-thap fhe who fills a Throne ! A

Bleffing, which next to the love
of GOD, is the choiceft Jewel
in our Celeftial Diadem ; which,

-wereit duly pratis’d,wou’dboth

fic us for Heav’n and bring it
down into our hearts whilft we
tarryhere.For Friend hip isa ver-
tue which comprehendsall the

relt
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reft; none being fit for this,who
is not adorn’d with every other
Vertue:  Probably one eonfider-
able caufe of the degeneracy of
the prefent Agé,is the little true
Friendfhip thatais to be found in
it ; or perhaps you will rather
fay that this is the effle® of our
corruption.  “Fhe caufe and the
eftet are indeed reciprocal ; for
were the Woild better there
wouw’d be more Friendfhip, and
were there more Friendfhip we
fhot’d have a letter World. But
becaufe Iniguity abounds, there-
fore the Jove of manyis not only
waxen cold, but quite benom’d
and perifl’d. But if we have fuch

narrow hearts, be {o full of mi-

ftaken Self-love, {o unreafon-
ably fond of our felves, that we
cainot fparea hearty Good-will
to one: or two choice Perfons,
how
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* liow can it ever be thought, that
' we fhowd well acquit our felves
of that Charity which is due to
all Mankind ? For Friendfhip is
nothing elfe” butr ‘Charity con-
tralted ; itis (invthe words of
an admired. Aughor) a kind of
revenging our felves on the nar-
rownefs of our Faculties, by ex-
emplifying that extraordinary
Charity on on¢ ¢f two, which
we are willing, but not able to
exercife towards all.  And there-
fore, ’tis without doubt the beft
Inftruétor to teach usour duty
to our Netghbour, and a moft
excellent Monitor to excite us to
make payment as far as our

power will reach. Ithasa {pe-
cial force to dilate cur hearts,
to deliver them from that vici-
ous felfifbmefs and the reft 'of
thofe fordid Paffions which ex=
prefs
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prefsa narrow illiberal temper,
and are of fuch pernicious confe-
quence to Mankind.  That in-
ftirurion: therefore , muft necds
be  highly beneficial , which
both difpofesus to beFriends our
felves and hel s to find them.
But by Friendfhip® do not mean
any thing like. thofe intimacjes
that are abroad in the World,
which are often combinations
in evil and atbeft but infignifi-
cant dearnefles, as little refem-
bling truc Hriendfhip, as modern
Prattice does Primitive Chrifti-
anity. But I intendwby it the
greatelt ufefulnefs, the moft re-
fin’d and difinterefi’d Benevo-
lence, ‘a love that thinks nothing

" within the bounds of Power and

Duty, too much to do or fuffer
for its Beloved ; And makes no
diftinfion betwixt its Friend
and
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I and its {clf, except that in Tem-
porals it prefers her intereft. But
tho’ it be very defirable to obtain
fuch a Treafure, fuch a Medicine:
of Life, (as the wife man fpeaks)
yet the danger is great leaft be-
ing deceiv’d i choice , we
fuck in Poy (glawriigie we expet-
ed Healchd And® confidering
how apt we are to difguife our
felves, howthard. it is to know
our own dchres much lefs ano-
thers, it istnot advifable to be
too hafty jn contratting fo im-
portant a Reelation; before that
be done, it were well if we
could look into- the very
Soul of the beloved Perfon,
to difcover what refemblance
it bears toour own, and in this
Society we fhall have the beft op-
portunities of doing {o. There are
no Interefls here to ferve,no con-

trivances
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trivances for another to be a ftale |
to; the Souls of all the Religious |
will be open and free, and thofe
.particular Friendfhips muft be
no prejudice tothe general Amity.
But yet, as in Heav’n that region
of perfe&t Lov@?l;e happy Souls
(as fome argof gpinion) now
and rhen ftép afide from more
general Converfations, to enter-
tain themfelves with a peculiar
Friend ; {o, in this little emblem
of that blefled place, what fhouw’d
hinder, but that two Perfons of
a fympathizing difpofition, the
make. and frame of whofe Souls
bearsanexa& conformity toeach
other, and therefore. one wou’d
think were purpofely defign’d by
Heaven to unite and mix; what
fhow’d hinder them from enter-
ing intoan holy combination to
watch over each other for Good,
te
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to advife, encourage and dire&,
and to obferve the minuteft fault
in order to irsamendment. The
truelt efie of love being to en-
deavour the bettering the beloved
Perfon.” And therefore nothing
is more likely to’ improve us in
Vertue, and advance us to the
very higheft pitch of Goodnefs
thanunfeigned Friendfhip,which
is the moft benchicial, as well as
the moft pleafant thing in the
world. !

Bur ‘to haften ; fuch an In-
ftitution will much confirm us
in Vertue and help us to perfevere
to the end, and by that fub-
ftantial Piety and folid Know-
ledge we fhall here acquire, fit
us to propagate Religion when
we return into the World. An

| habitualPra&tice of Piery for fome
years will fo root and eftablifh
us

j

1
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usiinit, that Religion will be-|
come a fecond Nature , and we
muft do ftrange violences to our
{elves, ifafter that we dare vene |
ture tooppofe it. . For befides all |
the other. Advantages that Ver- |
tue has over Vice, this will dif2 |
arm it of Cuffom, the only thing |
that recommends i, bravely win
its ftrongeft Fort and turn irs |
own Cannonagainft it felf. How |
almoft impoffible wou'd it be |
for her to fin, whofe Underftand- |
ing being  clearly illuminated
with the knowledge of theTruth; |
15 100 wife to be impos’d on+b
thofe falfe Reprefentarions that fin
wowd deceive it with; whofe ‘
Wil has found out and united it
felfto its true Centre 5 and hav-
ing been long habituated tomove
inarighe line, hasno tem ptation
to decline to an Obligue. W hofe ul
Affections |
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Affections have daily regaled on
thoft delcious Fruits of Paradice
which Religion prefents them
with, and are therefore too
fublime and refid to relifh
the muddy Pleafures of fenfual
Delights. It muft certainly bea
Miracle if fuchan one relinquifh
her Glory and Joy ; fhe muft be
as bad as Lucifer himfelf, who af-
ter fuch Enjoyments can forfake
her Heaven. *Tis too unreafon-
able to imagine fuch anApoftacy,
the fuppofition is monftrous, and
therefore we may conclude will
never , or very rarely happen.
And then what a bleffed World
fhow’d we have , fhining with
fo many ftars of Vertse, who, not
coatent te be happy themfelves
alone, for that’s a narrownefs of
‘mind too much beneath their
- God-like temper, would like the
; glerious
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glorious Lights of Heaven, or!
rather like him who mage them,}
diffufe their benign Influences!
where-cver they come. Having!
gain’d anentranceinto Paradife;
themfelves, they wou’d both
fhew the way, and invite others |
to partake of their felicity. In-|
{tead of that Froth and Imperti-|
nence, that Cenfure and Prag-|
maticalnefs , with which Fe-|
minine Converfations {0 much
abound , we fhould hear their |
tongues employ’d in making|
Profelytes to heaven , in run-|
ning down Vice, in eftablifhing |
Vertue and proclaiming  their |
Makers Glory. ’Twou’d be |
more genteel to give and take |
inftrutions about the ornaments |
of the Mind , than to enquire |
after the Mode; and a LeGure on |
the Fafhions wouw’d become as |
' difagreeable |
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difagreable as at prefent any
ferious diftourfe is. Not the Fol-
lies of the Town, but the Beau-
ties and the ILove of JESUS
wou’d be the moft polite
and delicious Entertainments.
*T'would be thought as rude and
barbarous to fend our Vifitors
away uninftruéted, as otr fool-
ifhinefs at prefent reckons it to
introduce a pertinent and ufeful
Converfation. Ladies of Quality
wouw’d be able to diftinguifh
themfelves from their Inferiors,
bythe bleffings they communi-
cated and the good they did,
For this is their grand Preroga-
tive, their diftinguifbing Character,
that they are plac’d ina condition
which makes that which isevery
ones Chief bufinefs, to be their
Only employ. They have nothing
to do but to glorifie GOD, and

to
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to benefit their Neighbours, and |
{he who does not thus improve |
her Talent, is more vile and de- |
fpicable than the meaneft Crea-
ture that attends her.

And if after fo many Spiritual |
Advantages, it be”convenient to
mention Temporals, here Heir-
effes and Perfons of Fortune may
be kept fecure from the rude at-
tempts of defigning Men ; And
fhe who has more Money thane
Difcretion, need not curfe her
Stars for being expos’d a prey to
bold importunate and rapacious
Vaultures. She will not here bein-
veigled and impos’d on, will nei-
ther be bought nor fold, nor be
forc’™d to marry for her own
quiet, when fhe has no inclinati=
on to it but what the being tir’d
out with a reftlefs importunity
occafions. = Or if the be difpos’d

to
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to marry, here fhe may remain in
fafety till a convenient Match be of-
fer'd by her Friends, and ‘b freed
from the danger of a_difhonourable
one. Modefty requiring that a Wo-
man fhould not love before Marriage,
but only make choice of one’ whorty
fhe can love hereafter 5 She who has
none but innocent affeétions,  being
eafily able to fix them' wheré Duty
Tequires. oy
And though at firft I -propos’d to
my felf to fpeak nothing in particn-
Tar of the employment of the Religi=
ols, yet to give a Specimen how nfes
fal they will be to the Wotld, I am
now inclin’d to declare, that it is de
fign’d a part of their bufinefs fhall be
to give the beft Education to the
Children of Perfons of Quality, who
fhall be attended and‘inftruced in
lefler Matters by meaner Perfons de-
puted to that Office, but the forming
of their minds fhall be the particalar
care of. thofe of their own Rank 2
who cannot have a more pleafant
’ a5 P and
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and ufeful employment thanto ex- .
ercife and encreafe their own know-
ifedge , by inftilling it into thefe
young ones, who are moft like to
profit under fuch Tutors. For how
can theiy little Pupils forbear to cre-
dit them, fince they do notdecry
the World (as others may be
thought to do) becaufe they coud ¢
not enjoy it, but when they had it in |
“their power, were courted and ca-
refs’d by it, for very good Reafons
and on mature deliberation, thought
fit to relinquifh and defpife its offers
for a better choice ? Nor are merce-
nary people on other accounts capa-
ble OF dogng {fo much good to young
Perfons ; becanfe having often but
fhort views of things themfelves,
fordid and low Spirits, they aremot
like to form a generous temper ‘in
the minds of the Educated. Doubt-
" lefs 'twas well confider’d of him%
who wou’d not truft the breeding o
tis Son to.a Slave , becaufe nothing
. great ot excellent could be expefcted
Tom

~
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- from .a perfon of that condition,

=

‘And whenby the incredfc of-their
Revenue, the Religious arc -enibled
to do fucha work of Charity, the

Education they defign to .beftow on

the Daughters of Gentlemen who are
fallen into decay will be no inconfide-
rable advantage to the Nation. For

, hereby many Souls will be preferv’d

from great ‘Difhonours and-put in a
comfortable way of fubfifting, being
either receiv’d into theHoule if they
incline to it, or otherwife difpos’d
of. It being fuppos’d that prudent
Men will reckon the endowments
they here acquire a fofficient Dowry,
and thatadifcreet and versious Gen..
tlewoman will make a better Wife
than fhe ‘whofe ‘mind is empty tho®
her Purfe be'full, B

But fome will fay, Waynot Peo-
ple be ‘good without this confige-
ment? may they not live atlarge in
the World, and yet ferve G O D as
acceptably ashere’? “Tisallow’d they

1y 5 truly wife and - vertuous Souls
% ik

2 will

i
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will do it by the afliftance of GOD’s
Grace in defpite of*all temptations ;
and I heartily wifh that all Women
were of this temper. - But it is to be
confider’d, that there are tender Ver-
tues who need to be fcreened from
the ill Airsof the World : many per-
fons who had begun well might. have
gone to the Grave in peace and inno-
cence, had it not been their. misfor-
tune to be violently tempted. For
thofe who have honeft Hearts have
not always the ftrongeft Heads ; and
fometimes the enticements of the
World and the fubtil  infinuations of
fuch as liein wait to deceive, may
make their Heads giddy,ftagger their
Refolutions, and overthrow all the
fine hopes of a promifing beginning,
>Tis fit therefore, fuch tender Cyons
fhow’d be tranfplanted,that they may
be fupported by the prop of Vertu-
ous Friendfhip, and confirm’d -in
Goodnefs by hoiy Examples, which
alas ! they will not often meet with
in the World. And fuch is the weal;—
nefs
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nefs of humane Mature, bad Peopld
are not {0 apt to be better’d by the
Society of the Good, as the Good are
to be corrupted by theirs, Since
thereforc we daily pray aganft
temptation, it cannot be amifs'if we
take all prudent care to avoid itand
not.out of 4. vain prefumption face
the danger which G O D may juftly
permitto overcome us for a due cor-
rection of our Pride. It is not impof-
fible for a'man to live in an infetted
Houfe orTown and efcape with Life
and Health, yet if he have a place in
the - Country to retireto, he will
not make flight of that advantage’s
and furely the Health of our Souls ‘is
of greater confideration than the
health of our Bodies. - Befides, fhe
has need of an eftablifh’d Vertue and
confimmated Prudence, who fo well
underftands the great end for which
fhe came into the World , and fo
faithfully purfues it,that not content
to be wife and ‘good her fIf alone,
fhe: endeavours to' propagate Wif>

g dom

7
7
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dom;and. Piety to all within her
Sphere:, But. neither. this Prudence
nor heroic Goodnefs are eafily attain-
able amidft the noife and hurry of
the world , we muft therefore retire
a while from its clamour and impor-
wunity, if we generoufly defign.to.do
it.good,and having calmlyand fedate~
Iy obferv’d and re@ify’'d what isa-
mifs in our felves , we fhall be fitter
to promote  Reformation in others.
A devout Retirement will not only
firengthen and confirm our Souls,
that they be not infected by the
worlds. Corruptions, but likewife fo
purify. and. refine them , that they
will become Antidotes to expel the
Poyfon in-others , and fpread a falu-
tary Air oniev’ry Side.

If any objedt againft a. Learned
Education, that it will make Wo-
men vain and afluming , and inftead
of correlting encreafe their Pride
I grant that a fmattering in: Learn-
ing may , for it has this effet on the
Men;, none fo Dogmatical and fo for-

ward
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ward to fhews tileir Parts as your Jit-
tlé Pretenders to Science:  ‘But b
wot’d not have the Ladies content
themfelves with the fhew , my defire
is, that they fhow’d not reft tell they
obtain the Subffance. And then, fhe
who is moft knowing will be for-
ward to own with the wife Socrates
that ‘fhe knows nothing : nothing
that is matter of Pride and Oftenta-
tion; nothing but what is attended
with fo much’ ignorance and imper-
feftion, that it cannot reafonably
elate and puff her up, The more fhe
knows, fhe will be the lefs fubject
to talkativenefs and ‘its Sifter Vices,
becanfe fhe difcerns, that the moft:
difficult piece of Learning isto know
when to ufe and when to hold ones
Tongue , and never to fpeak but to
the purpofe.

But the men if they rightly un-
derftand their own intereft, have no
reafon to oppofe the ingenious Edu-
cation of the Women, fince ’twou’d
goa great way towards reclaming

: Py the
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the men, great is the influence we
have over them in their Childhood,
in which time if a Mother be difcreet
and knowing as well as devout , fhe
has many opportunities of giving
fuch a Form and Seafon to the tender
Mind of the Child ; as will fhew its
good effects thro’ all the fhages of his
Life. - But tho’ you fhould not allow
hier capable of doing good, *tis certain
fhe may do hurt : If fhe do nat muake
the Child, fhe has power to marr
him, by fuffering her fondnefs to get
the better of dilcreet affeion. But
befides this, a-good and . prudent
Wife wow’d wonderfully work on an
ill man; he muft be a Brute indeed,
who cou’d hold out againft all thofe
innocent Arts, thefe gentle perfua-
fives and obliging methods fhe wou’d
ufe to reclaim him. - Piety is often
offenfive when it is accompanied
with indiftretion ; but fhe who is
as, Wifc as Good , - poffeffes fuch
Charms as can hardly fail of prevail-
1ng.Doubtlefs her Husband is a much
happier
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happier Manand more likely to ab-
bandon all his illCourfes,than he who
has none to-come home to, but an ig-
norant, froward and fantaftick Crea-
ture. Aningenions Converfation will
make his life comfortable, and le
who can be fo. well entertain’d at
home, needs; not run into Tempta-
tions:in fearch of Diverfions abroad.
The only 'danger is, that the Wife
be more knowing than the Husband 3
but if thebe ’tis his own fault,fince he
wants noropportunities of improve-
ment:; unlefs he be a natural Block~
head, sand then fuch an one will need
a wife: Woman to govern him, whofc
prudence will conceal it from pub-
lick Obfervation; and at once both
cover and fupply his defe@ts. Give
me-leave therefore to hope, that no:
Gentleman :who has honeurable de-
figns ;- will - hence-forward decry
Knowledge and Ingenuity in her he
would pretend to Honour : Or if he
does, it may ferve for a Teft todi-

: At b4 {Einguifla
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ftinguifh the feigned. and unworthy
from the real Lover.

Now who that has a fpark of Piety
will go about to oppofe fo Religious
a defign 2 What generous Spirit that
has a due regard to the good of Man-
kind, will not be forward to advance
and perfect it ? Who will think soo
pounds too much to lay out for the
! purchafe of fo much Wifdom and
'y Happinefs? Certainly we fhow’d not
% . ghink them too dearly paid for by
' amuch greater Sim, did not our pi-

tiful and fordid Spirits fet a_much
higher value on Money than it de-
|| - ferves. But granting fo much of that
i dear Idol were given away, 2 perfon

. thusbred,will eafily makeit up by her
i, - Frugality and other Vertues; if fhe
[| dbring lefs, fhe will not wafte fo much
Il ' #1as'others do in fuperfinous and vain
f Expences. Nor can 1 think of any
il {lexpedient fo ufeful as this to Perfons
|| “iof Quality who are over-ftock’d with
Ghildren, for thus they may honour-
(+ably difpofe of them without impair-

ing

|
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ing their Eftates, Five or [ix hundred
pounds may be ealily fpar’d: syithia
Daughter, when fo many thioufands
would go deep 5 and yet as the
world goes be a very inconfiderable
Fortune for Ladies of their Birth,
neither ‘maintain them in that. Pors
which Cuftom makes almoft necefld-
1y,nor progure them an equal Match,
thofe of their own Rank (' contrary
to the generous cuftom of the Ger-
mans ) chufing rather to fill their
Coffers than to preferve the purity
of their Blood, and therefore think
a weighty Bag the beft Gentility,
preferring a wealthy Upftart before
the belt Defcended and belt Qualifi-
ed Lady ; their own Extravagancies
perhaps having made it neceffary,
that they may keep up an empty fhae
dow of Greatnefs, which is all that
remains to thewwhat their Anceftors
have been,

Does any think their Moncy loft
to their Familics when ’tis:put.ip
here? 1 will only ask what conrfe

- ' ; they
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they can take to fave it, and at once
to preferve their Money, their Ho-
nour and their Daughters too? Were
they fure the Ladies wou'd die un-
married, [ fhow’d commend their
Thrift, but Experience has too of-
ten fhewn ws the vanity of this ex-
pectation. For the poor Lady having
pait the prime of her Years in Gaity
and Company, in running the Circle
of all the Vanities of the Town, ha-
ving fpread all her Nets and us’d 4ll
her Arts for Conqueft, and finding
that the Bait fails where fhe wou’d
have it take; and having all this
while been o over-careful of her Bo-
dy, that fhe had no time to improve
her Mind, which therefore dffords
her no fafe retreat, now fhe meets
with Difappointments abroad, and
growing every ‘day more and more
fenfible, that the refpe@ which us’d
to be paid her decays as faft as her

Beauty ; quite terrified’ with the

dreadful Name of Old «Maid, which

.yet none but Fools will reproach her

Wl[h,'
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with, nor any wife Woman be afraid
of 5 to avoid this terrible Adormo,
and the fcoffs that are thrown on fis
peranuated Virgins, fhe flies to fome
difhonourable Match as her laft, ‘tho?
much miftaken Refuge, to' the’ dif-
grace of her Family and her own irs
reparable Ruin. And ‘now let any
Perfon of Honour tell me, if it were
not richly worth fome thoufand
Pounds, to prevent all this mifchief,
and the having an idle Fellow, and
perhaps ‘a race of beggarly Children
to hang on him and to provide for?
Cow’d [ think of any other Obje-
&ion T wou’d confider it ; there’s no-
thing indeed which witty Perfons
may not argue for and againft, but
they who duly weighthe Arguments
on both fides,unlefs they be extream-
ly prejudiced, will eafily difcern the
great ufefulnefs of this Iaftitution,
The Beaux perhaps, and topping
Sparks of the Town will ridicule and
laugh at it. . For Vertue her felf as
bright 4s fhe is, can’t efcape the Iar‘hf
: 4
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of fcurrilous Tongues ; the comfort
is, whilft .they impotently endea-
vour te throw dirt.on her , they are
unable to foil her Beauty , and only
defile and render themfelves the
more contemptible. They may there-
fore if they pleafe, hug themfelves
in their own dear folly, and enjoy
the diverfion of their own infipid
Jefts. She has but little Wifdom and
lefs Vertue, who is to be frighted
from what fhe judges reafonable by
the feoffs and infignificant noifes of
Indicrous Wits and pert Buffoons,
And no wonder that fuch as they
(who have nothing to fhew for their
pretences to Wit, but fome fcraps of
Plays and bluftrving Non-fenfe ; who
fancy a well adjufted Peruke Is able
to {fupply their want of Brains, and
that to talk much is a fign of Ingenu-
ity, tho’t be never fo little to the
}mrpofc) obje&t againft oux Propefal ;
twon’d indeed fpoil the Trade of the
gay fluttering Fops, who wou'd be
at a lofs, had they no body as' imper-
g tinent
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tinent as themfelves to talk with.
The Criticifm ‘of their Drefs wouw'd
be ufelefs, and the labour of their
Falet de Chambre loft, unlefs they
cou’d peaceably lay afide their Rival-
ling, and one Afsbe content to com-
plement and admire another. For the
Ladies wou’d have more difcernment
than to efteem a Man for fuch Follies
as fhov’d rather incline them to feorn
and defpife him. They wouw’d never
be fo fottifh as to imagine, that he
who regards nothing but his own
brutith Appetite, fhow’d have any
real affetion for them, nor ever ex-
peét Fidelity from one who is un-
faithful to G'O D and his own Soul.
They-wou’d not be fo.abfurd as to
fuppofe, that Man can efteem them
who negleéts his Maker ; for what
are all thofe fine Idolatries, by which
he wou’d recommend himfelf’ to his
pretended Goddefs,but mockery dand
delufion from him who forgets and
affronts the true Deity ? They wow’d
not value themfelves on account of
e the
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the &dmiration of fuch incompetent
Judges,nor confequently-make ufe of
thofe livtle trifling Arts that are ne-
ceflary to recommend  them to fuch.
Admirers : Neither wow’d they give
opportunity to profefs themfelves
their Slaves fo long till at laft they
become their Mafters.

W hat now remains, but to reduce
to Practice that which tends fo very
much to our advantage. = Is Charity
{o dead in the world that none will
contribute to the faving their-own
and their neighbours Souls ? Shall we
freely expend our Money to purchafe
Vanity, and often times both prefent
and future Ruin, and find none for
fuch an eminent good Work , which
will make the Ages to come arife and
call us Blefled? I wou'd fain perfuade
my {elf better things, and that I
fhall one day fce this Religions Retire-
ment happily fetled; and its great de-
figns wifely and vigoroufly purfird ;
and methinks I have already a Vifion:
of that luftre and glory our Ladie{;
ca
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caft far ‘and near ; Let me therefore
intreat the reft of our Sex, who tho’
at liberty in the world, are the mi-
ferable Slaves of their own vile affec-
tions, let me intreat them to- lay a-
fide their Prejudices and whatever
borders on Envy and Malice , and
with impartial eyes to behold the
Beauties of our Religions. The native
innocency and unaf of
whofe Charms, and the unblameable
Integrity  of, their Lives, are a-
bundantly more  taking than all the
curious. Artifices and [tudied Arts
the other can invent to recommend
them, even bad men themftlves be-
ing Judges, who often betray a fe-
cret Veneration for that vertue they
wou’d feem to defpife and endeavour
to corrnpt. As there is not any
thing, no not the leaft fhadow ofa
motive to recommend Vice but its
fafhionablenefs and the being ac-
cuftom’d to it , fo thereis nothing
atall forbidding in Vertue but her
uncouthnefs, = Acquaint your felves

with
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with her a litcls, and you’ll wonder
how you cov’d'be {o foolithas to
delight in any thing ‘befides! For
yowll find her Coaverfation moft
fweet and obliging ;. her Precepts
moft eafy and beneficial ; her very
tasks Joys and her Injun&ions the
higheft Pleafures, She will not rob
you of any in lelight, not en-
gage you to any thing beneath your
Birth and Breeding ;, but will puta
new and more grateful relifh into all
your Enjoyments, and make them
more delicious with her Sweetnefs.
She'll preferve and augment your
Honour, by allying you to the King
of Heaven ; fecure your Grandeur
by fixing it on a firm bottom, fich as
the caprice of Fortune cannot fhake
or overthrow ; fhe’ll enlarge your
Souls, raife them above the common
Ievel, and encourage that allowable
Pride of Scorning to doa baf¢ un-
worthy a&tion, Make you truly a-
niable in the eyes of GO D and
Man, preferye even the Beauty of
your




" to'the Ladies. 139

yout' Bodies aslong as ’tis poflible
for fuch a brittle thing to laft, and
when it muft of neceflity decay, im-
prefs fich a lovelinefs on youriinds,
as will fhine thro’ and brighten your
very Counterances ; enriching you
with fuch a ftock of Charms, that
Time which devours, every other
thing, fhall never be able to decay.
Inaword , ’tis Vertue only which
can make you trnly happy in this
world as well as in the next.

There is a fort of Bravery and
Greatnefs of Soul, which does more
truly’ ennoble us thani the highefk
Title, andit confiftsinliving upto
the dignity, of our Natures,, being {of
fenfible of our own worsh as to-think
out felves too great todo adegenerate
and unbecoming' thing; in pafling
indifferently thro’ Good and Evik
Fortune, without being corrupted:
by the one or depreft by the other.
Eor flic that cando fo, gives evi-
dence that her Happinefs. depends
not om {o. mutable a thing as this

Worldy
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World ; but, 'ifa due fubferviency
to the Almighty, is bottom’d only
on het own great Mind. ' "This isthe
richeft Ornament, ‘and renders a
Woman glorious in the loweft For-
tu So fhining is real wortl :
Jiamond it Tofes not

e d to fome eminent
Station and wants this natural ‘and
folid 'Greatnefs, is no better than

Fortunes May-game rendered more
confpicuous that fhe may appear the

« Let thofe there-
themfelves only on
i ents, fider
are to decay, and
hey  may be ‘depriv?d of
L that fuppofing they fhow’d
hey are but' fandy Foun-
ild Efteem upon. What
ent  will it be to a

~aswell as to her
ion fhow’d
idangerthe Victory her eyes
’d ! For when the Paflion of
a Lover

in
P

ore contempty

10" value
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a Lover'is Exchang’d for the Indif-
ference of a Hushand, and a frequent
review chas  leffen’d the wonder
which her Charms at firft had rais’d
fhe’ll retain no more than fuch a for-
mal refpe¢t as decency and good
breeding will réquire, and perhaps
hardly that, but unlefs he beavery
good Man (and indeed the world is
not over full of ’em) their worthlef-
nefs has made a forfeit of his Affeci-
ans, which are feldom fixt by any
other thing than Veneration and
Efteem. Whereas;a wife and good
Woman is ufeful and valuable in all
Ages and Conditions ; fhe who
chiefly -attends the one thing needful,
the good part which fhall not be taken
from her Yives a cheerful and pleafant
Life, innocent and fedate; calm and
tranquill,‘ and makes a glorious
Exity being - tranflated ~from the
moft happy life on Earth, to un-:
fpeakable happinefs in Heaven; a
refh and fragrant Name embalming
her Duft, and extending its Perfume
¢ X to

/
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to fucceeding Ages. Whillt ‘the
Fools, and the worft fort of them
the wicked, live as well as diein
Mifery, go out ina fnuff; leaving
nothing but ftench and putrefaéhon
behind them.

To clofe all, if this Propofal which
is but at ough dr aught and rude Ef-
fay, and which might'be made much

beantifal hy a better Pen, give
to wifer heads 't mpxove
& it, I have myend. For
crfect as it is, it fecms fo defira-
that ihe'who (’xw the Scheme
is tuh of hopes, it will not want kind
hands to perform and - compleat it.
Buedf it mifs of that, itisbut afew
hours thrown away, aqd a littleda-
bour:in vain, which yet will not'be
loft, if what is here offer’d may ferve
to cxprefs her hearty Good-will, and
‘how much fhe defires your lmptove-
ment, who is

LADIES, :
Tour wery bumble Servans.
E LN IS
R84 o f4) Aok,




Books Printed for Richard Wilkin
theKing’s Head in S.Paul’'s G
Yard.

¥ Etters concerning the Love of
L G O D, between the Anthorof
the Propofal tothe Ladies, .and Mr,
Fobn-Norris ;, wherein his late Di-
fcourfe , fhewing that it ought to be
intire and Exclufive of all other
Loves, is farther clear’d and Jufti-
fied, 8wo.

A Vindication of the Truth of
Chriftian Religion againft the Obje-
&iens of all Modern Oppofers. By
Fames Abbadie, D.D. 8vo.

A fecond part of the Enquiry into
feveral Remarkable Texts of the ©Old
and New Teftament, ‘which -contain
fome difficulty-in them : with a pro-
bable refolutionof them, The fe~
cond Edit. 8vo. ;

A Di-




A difcourfe concerning the Au-
thority, Style, and Perfe&ion of the
Books.of - the Old and New Tefta- i
ment 5 with a continued Iluftration « §
of feveral difficult Textsof Scripture ¢
throughout the whole work. ~Both = |
by Jobn Edwards, B. D. {ometime
Fellow of St. Jobu's College in Cam-
i, bridge, 8vo. ’ :

e The Glorious Epiphany, with the
{it=  Devout Chriftians Love to it. _ The
4} Second Edition. Svo. :
i Search the Scriptures. . A Trea-
tife fhewing that ail Chriftians ought
to read the ‘Holy’ Books ; with™ Di-
rections to them therein. ;

A Difcourfe concerning Prayer,
efpecially of frequenting the daily
i Publick Prayers. = All three by the
|\ Reverend Sym. Patrick, D. D. .
i The Old Religion demonftrated - |
'\ in the Principles, and defcribed. in j
‘ the Life ‘and Praftice thereof.- By |
, . Goodman, D: D. The Second Edi~. |
{ tion, - Twelyes. 2
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n




	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0001
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0002
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0003
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0004
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0005
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0006
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0007
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0008
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0009
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0010
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0011
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0012
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0013
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0014
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0015
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0016
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0017
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0018
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0019
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0020
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0021
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0022
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0023
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0024
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0025
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0026
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0027
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0028
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0029
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0030
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0031
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0032
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0033
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0034
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0035
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0036
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0037
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0038
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0039
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0040
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0041
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0042
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0043
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0044
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0045
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0046
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0047
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0048
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0049
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0050
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0051
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0052
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0053
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0054
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0055
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0056
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0057
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0058
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0059
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0060
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0061
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0062
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0063
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0064
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0065
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0066
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0067
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0068
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0069
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0070
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0071
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0072
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0073
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0074
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0075
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0076
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0077
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0078
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0079
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0080
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0081
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0082
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0083
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0084
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0085
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0086
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0087
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0088
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0089
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0090
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0091
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0092
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0093
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0094
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0095
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0096
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0097
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0098
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0099
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0100
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0101
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0102
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0103
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0104
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0105
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0106
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0107
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0108
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0109
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0110
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0111
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0112
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0113
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0114
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0115
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0116
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0117
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0118
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0119
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0120
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0121
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0122
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0123
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0124
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0125
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0126
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0127
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0128
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0129
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0130
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0131
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0132
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0133
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0134
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0135
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0136
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0137
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0138
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0139
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0140
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0141
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0142
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0143
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0144
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0145
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0146
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0147
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0148
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0149
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0150
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0151
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0152
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0153
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0154
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0155
	UKLSE_DL1_RB01_001_001_0013_0156

