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'PREFACEF,

Containing

The Plat-form and D«figne,
of the Difcourfe.

THere is nothing miore: mice
: and delicate, than to Trear
on the Subje&t of wemew.

When a2 Maa fpezketh 10
| their advantage, it is prefendy
| imagined a peece of Gallanury, or
| Love: And s very probable, thar
. the moft part Judging of this dif-
courfe by the Titde, will take it 22
ficft for an, effelt of the one or o-
A3z ther 5




The Preface.
thers and will be glad to know the |
trach of the motive and defigne theres |
of. . Take it thus:

The moft happy thought, that |
czn enter ingo the minds of thofe |
who labour, to acquire a folid |
Science, after chac they have beenin-
ftrudted, according . to the Vulgar |
Method, is to doubt if they have
been taught aright,” and to defire |
to difcover the truth by them-
felves. : :

In the progrefs of theirinqui-
ry, it occurs to them neceffarily, to
abferve that we are filled with pre- |
judices, (thatis to fay, opinicns paft |
-upon things without true Exami- |
nation) s And that we muft abfo- |
lutely Renounce them, to artain |
to clear, and diftintt Knowled- |
ges. :

In the defigne of infinuating fo |
important a Maxime, we have be- |
lieved |



: The Preface

| deved it the beft, to choofe a de-
| “teyminate, and famous. Subject,
_whereevery one takes an intereft; to
the end, that having demonfirated,

| ithat a Sentiment as ancient as the

" ‘World, . of s great extent as the
-Earth, and’ as Univerfal as Map-
| ‘kind is a prejudice or errour,
. the Learned might at length, be
‘Convinced - of the neceffity of
“Judging of things by themfelves
after having examined them, and
‘not to referre themfelves to the
opinion’ or  credic of other men 5

if they’ would avoid being decei-
- veds

Ofall prejudices, there isnotany
to be obferved, more proper for
this defigne, than that which men
‘commonly conceive of the inequa-
lity of the two 'Sexes.

Tndeed, if we:confider them‘in
their prefent’ condition, we' may
A a4 ob-




The Preface
obferve them more different in their |
civil functions,: and thofe which de- |
pend on the mind, than in fuch !
. s belong: to the body. And if}
we fearch for the reafon of thisin g
ordinary difcourfe, we find, that alll
the World; thofe that have Learn- -
ing, and-thofe that have none, and |
cven. -Women - themlelves agree, |,
to fay, that they have no fhare int
Seiences : nor Employments, -be- |
caufe thacthey are not capable there-
of; thac they have not the parts of |
mens aad tha they ought in all |
things to be inferiour to them as |
they are.

After having tryed this opinion, |
according to the Raule of Verity, |
which is to admit of nothing fok |
tach, but what is fupported by |
clear, and diftin® Notions; On
the one hand it hath appeared falfe,
and grounded on a prejuaice,, iand |
Popular tradition; and on the o- -
ther |




The Prefice:

| sther we have found that both Sex-
| esare equal ; thatis'to fay, that Wo-

men are asnoble; as perfect, and as
capable as men. This- cannot be

_ eftablifhed, but: by refuting two

forts of adverfaiies 5 the vulgar, and
almoft all the learned,

The former having no other
ground for what they believe, but
Cuftome; and (cme flight appearen-
ces: the beft way to confute them, .
feems to be, to let them fee how
that Women have been Subjected,
and excluded from Sciences, and
Employments; and having led them
through the Principal conditions,
and occurrences of life, give them
occafion to acknow]edge, that -
men have advantages which ren-
ders théim equal to men ; and

| this is the defigne of the firft
* partof this Trearife,

As The
. ]

o




The Preface:

The fecond is employed to fhew, |
that all the arguments of the learn- |
ed are vain. And  having efta- |
blifhed the Sentiment of equality, |
by pofitive reafons, Women are |
Juftified from the defeéts of -which |
they are ordinarily acculed, - by |
making appear that they are eicher |
imaginary, or- of little importance 5
that they proceed only from the
education which is given them,
and that they mark in them con-
fiderable advantages.

This Subje&t might be handled
two wayes, either in a flourifhing,
brisk, and complementive Stile,
or otherwayes after the manner of
Philofophers by Principles, to- the
end of being inftructed therein to
the bottom, *

Such.as. have the true idea of
eloquence, know . well thac thefe
two ftiles are” almoft inconfiftent
to-




, The Preface

ogether, and that one cannot ef-
lighten' the mind, and tickle it by
“the fame Methode: « It is-not but
. .that the flouriflfmay be joyned with .
. reafonss but tharfuch 2 mixture oft- -

" en hinders the end which ought to «
be propofedin difcourfe, which is to
convince, and perfwade, that which
. is pleafing, mufing the mind,, and
- not fuffering it toreft op what is .
folid. 2730031

And as men: have peculiar re-
gards for Women, ifin. a’ weatife
made on their Subjed, we -mingle
any thing that is gallant-and couri-
Iy, thole thati read ity .pirfue their
thoughts too far,  and lofe fight of
that which ought chiefly to affect
them,

. Wherefore there being nothing
in' the World  thar conceras
Women more than this defigne,
where we are  obliged to fpeak in
their favour, mattexs of the greateft

force

€y o




The Prefice
force, and verity, as far as the.|
capricioufnels of the World can fuf- |
ferit ;5 we thoughe that it behooved |
us to fpeak ferioufly, and give no- |
tice ' thereofy left ‘that- the con- |
ceit, that it might be a peece of |
aity Gallantry, fhould make it flighe-
ly perufed, or rejected by ferupu-
lous perfons. ! |

We are  not ignorant, that this.
difcourfe will render a great many
male contented, and that they whofe.

Interefts and Maximes are contra-
1y to what. is propofed here, ‘will
not fail to cry out againtit. Togive
means to anfwer to their com-
plaints, we advertife perfons of
Spirit, ‘and particularly the Wmen. .
who are not the Spaniels of thofe *
that take authority over them, that
if they give themfelves the trouble
to read. this Treatife, with the
attention at leaft thac the variety.

of matters therein contained does

re- -

v




. The Preface

| Tequire, ‘they will obferve that the
 Effential Charaéter of truth, is
~ clearnefs, and evidence, Which

may ferve them to know whether

. the objecions that may be adduced

againft them be confiderable or not.

‘And they may remark, that the

-moft fpecious fhall be made to

them by people whofe profeflion
feems at this day to engage them
to renounce experience, common
fenfe, and themfelves, that they
may blindly embrace all that a-
grees  with their prejudices, and
interefts, and oppugne all kinds of
Truths cthat feem to oppofe
them. ;
And we pray confider, that
the bad effecs, which a panick
fear may make them apprehend from
this enterprife, maynever perhaps.
happen in one fingle Woman, and
thac they are counterpoifed with
a




: The Preface
 great advantage, which may re.
dound there-from s there being per-
haps no way more natural, or fure,
.to draw the greateft’ patt- of. ¥e-
“men from idlenefs, to which- they
are_reduced, and thé “inconveni-
ences. that attend it, than to
perfwade them to ftudy, which
is- almoft che fole thing in which
Ladies at prefent can - imploy
themfelves, by making them know
that they are as proper thereto as
men. :

And as there are none but un-
reafonable men,  who ‘abufe  the
advantages thac cuftome hath gi-
ven them, to the ‘prejudice of
Women 5 neither can there belike-
wife any, buc indilcreet Women,'
that ihould make ufe of this peece,
to make them rife againtt men; who
would treac them as their compa-
nions, and equals. Infine, if any
ope be Choaked * with this -dif-
courfe,




The Prefce.

coutfe, for what reafon foever it be,,

let him quarrel with Truth, and
not the Author: and to free him-
felf from peevifhne(s, let him fay
to himfelf, that it is but an Effay of
wit ¢ it is cerrain, that this jurk of
imagination or ‘a like, hindering

.. truth from gaining upon us, renders

iemuch lefs uneafie to thofe who
have pain to fuffer it.

The







i

il
s THE
TRANSLATOR

LR R L TRy :
' Unprejudiced Reeader.

king this ingenions Exench Author

[peak Englith, willy acoording to the

bias of prejudiced, and intereffed
humonrs, wndergoe varions Cenfures; a
great many men, cfpecially thofe who de-
fie the French, with their Shop-tooles,
will be at it Tooth and Nail, and cry ont,
that [0 many ont-landifh Trinckioms ha-
ving already crept intd ufe amongft the
Women; he that wonld endeavonr to
sntroduce more, 15 _no friend to the li-
berty of the Subijct. Bur fuch mmbﬂ/a
HE.

I Well fore-feé, that my_pains, in ma-

4




The Tranflator to the
Unt bunt theiv. onpp Jhadow 5 my snten
by this Tranfasion being quite contra=
’. 2 2 05 3 %8

- When I Confidered, that -of ‘all Na-
tions, The Englith did moft candidly
affert, and furably entereain the worth
of the lovely Sex 'y and by. ciyility, and
Lood' nature, ' as well as pricdencey and
juftice, freely grant an equality to Wo-
men, sz all -things- wherciy ¢ftablifhed,
and, unalterable ‘cuftomes might not be
Violated s which Sirangers, even the French
themfelves, the grear complimenters ™ of
that Sex, do by the force of Philofophy,
an4. witis. veafons which wrefHle againff
Prejudices, ‘but - at moft difconrfe. of, |1
theught 1 conld nor dy lefs for the Sa-
tisfaction of fuch Englith” Men, who do
not underftard my Author in' bis own
Language, than to makg, him intelligi-
ble, and fo give thenm opportunity to infer
Srom his opinions 5 thar what in this mas-
ter the Virtuofi, and, enguirers of thar
WNation, Squeeze from [ubtile Speculation,
and_Logick, is 7o more than whar eyte
7y Englith Min Praitifeth by ‘commion
Jenfe, and  Nutwral inclination. And
herein I hope not ar abl to have offended
that Sex, 1




- Unprejudiced Reader.

7 think I have no grmr»rmﬁn;g’o
apprebend il will. from the Vertuous
. \Women, for my endeavonrs “of letting
 them bear. firangers [peak_in their. far
- wurs ; fince they. may Lawfully conclude
- from thence, that if they enjoy mare than
' their Neighboursof what is their acknowa
ledged due, it piuft berheir peculiar advan-
. tages beyoud others, that makes them more |
confiderable in the eyes of their Fudges':
there: being no Countrey which produceth
Women, who ought more Juftly to boaft
of the favours, and endowments of nature,
in refpedt of body and mindy than this ;
or who more fully enjoy., ~or modeftly
ufe the priviledges which apon that ac<
count, are reafonably allowed them.

This I conacive may. be [afficient to
warrant my wndertakeing, efpecially feo«
ing fo candid a peece of Philofophy,
may in a4 great meafnre vindicate the
honony of the Nations (which much gricves
to be impofed upon by the modes, and
puniilio’s of the Exench fo much in fafhi-
on). by letting the world fee, that the
Englith, Nobly complying with that Fu-
ftice which is therein fo_firangly pleaded
fors do in matsers of impertance give
: 4




The Tranflacor to the

w# Example fo truly Imitable, that- the
wore sngenions mft impure it to Salick, |
Lawes,lang Cuflome, mafculine, and barfh
conflitutions, thar they are nor Unsuere
fally propofed as patterns,
It is nor 7y province to attempr the

anfwering of objeitions, which may be
made againft this kind of Do(irine ;
both fince my Kuthor, whofe rask is Was,
bath’ fully done it and thar ‘there is no
Lreat danger of taconvenicncies,here to pub-
lifh that which i already believed and
pue i practice.  dnd ihere re, if any
borrpt minded fales.man, wio may pre-
tend to know \Women Verter thaw eirber
the Author or my [elf, becanfe he bath
Jeen owre in their Bodives, (bakl unlace
and let flic a dotwment, and 1cll me thae
in this medling generation 1 have been

a little o0 pragmarical 10 Sfollow the
Beps of a franger, and tread spon [nailes |
when they (how their bornes; Tam o
snnocent as not to reply, bur leave bim
1 his chafe,  to be convinced i ) reafon,
and @ good wife: and [peak a word to
the impartial reader by way of adverife-
mens concerning the Treatsfe, i

The




= . Unprejudiced Reader, =
o The Buthor bimfelf gives his. Reafors,
why he hath Fandled this Subject ip-fo .
[erions a mannery wnd in o fhort, .and

. Do&tinal 4 fFile : So that I need fay.no

- moresbut as a faithfull Tranflator, I have.
 Jtuck_to hiswerds, and Senfe. I yefolved”
indeed to have accommodated this Treatife

. as wuch.as poffibly I could to the man-

sers, and prefent cuftomes of this nations

_but finding therein, fomethings whereon
. the Author docs infiff as maserial to the

eftablifbing of bis opinisn, which are no

| well known in this Kingdome,there being no

order of Pesple, nor pﬂb/ick_ houfes bere,
which in every thing runs “Parallel with
NUNS, ABBESSE, and JMONS AS-
TERIES, bus cfpecially with thofe whom
he mentions : I thonght it conveniens 1
tranflate his words Literally, and for the
underflanding of one Paffage, which may

[eem difficnlt, advertife the Reader, that

there is anorder of Nuns ar Parss, whe,
becanfe they make it thesr bufingfs 10 re-
lieve, and_ [fupply prifoncers, and other in-
dsgentaper(ans, have the name of Chari-
ty: and that iy the great Hofpital the
L'Hoftel dicu there, which is indeed -«
groat Theatreof Humane infirmities s all

the




The Tranflator o the, &ves
the: fick, are attended by Religions Wo-
men. “If the Reader be hercwith faris-

< fied I -bave my defigne s and if  not,
I (hall not, I hope, lofe the name of &
friendy which is,

4. L.

Errata.
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: THE
WOMAN a5 Good a5 the MAN,
4 OR, THE
Equality of the two Sexes.

The Firft Part.

{ Wherein is [lewn, Thas the Vulgar Ops-
nion is Prejudicared ; andthat, compa-
ving (smpartiality) that which maybe
remarked in the Condutt of Men, and
Womenyiwe are obliged to acknowledge

- an intirs Equality between both
Sexes,

B4 EN perfwade themfelves
4 of very many things,
L for which they can give
no Reafon; becaufe
> their Afurance is foun-
S ded onely upon flight
' S Appearances, by which
they fuffer - themfelves to be hurried:
and.would have as ftrongly believed the
! conr




2 The Woman &3
«contrary, if the Impreflions of Senfe or

. 'Cuftom had thereto determined them
_after the fame manner,

Setting afide a fmall nuhber of Lear- §
-ned, all the world held, as a thing un-
queftionable, That the Sun moves a- |
‘bout the Earth: Though that which |
‘appears in the Revolution of Dayes,
‘and Years, equally’ inclineth thofe §
(who attentively confider ) to think, §
That it {s the Earth that takes its courfe |
round the Sun. Men Imagine, that in |
Bealts, there is a certain Knowledge §
‘that guides them, by the fame reafon |
‘that wild Savagesfancy, fome little §
Spirits -to -be within Clocks, and other §
Engines which are thown them'; where-
of they underftand not the “Fabtick, or f
Movements,

. Had we been broughtup in the midit |
«of the Seas, without having ever come §
Athore, we fhould not have failed, to i
*have believed (as Children do when ¢
they put off in Boats), that in our )
‘Floating-houfes, the Land went from us.
Every one efteems his own Countrey ;
‘the beft, becaufe there he is moft ac-
«cuftomed; and that the ' Religion, |
‘wherein he hath been Nurfed, 5; the §

rue, |




Good as the man, - ,
tue, which he ought to follow s al-
though he hath never perhaps dreanvd
1 of examining, or comparing the fame
with others. VVe find our felvesal-
_wayes more inclined for our Countrey-
- men, than for Strangers, even in mat- '
ters where Right is on their fide.  VVe
are more pieafed to Converfe with
thofe of our own Profcflion, than o-
.thers; though neither their VVit, nor
Vertue be fo great.  And the Difparity
of Eftates and Conditions, make many
judge, that Men amongft themfelves are
altogether unequal, .
~If we enquireinto the ground of ali
thefe diverfeOpinions,we thall find them
bottom'd onInterelt, or Cuftom; -and
that it is incomparably more difficult,
to draw Men from fuch Sentiments,
Wherein they are engaged by Prejudice,
than from the Opinions which they
have embraced upon the Motive of the
|ftrongeft, ‘and moft convincing Argu-
| ments,
Amongft - thefe odd Opinions, - we
|may reckon the common Judgment
which Men make of the Difference of
the two Sexes, and of all that depends
thereon ; there is not any miftake more
B2 Anti-




4 e TWoman as
Antient, or Univerfal. For, both
the Bnowing and Ignorant, are fo pre- |
poffefled with the Opoinion, That Wo- |
men are inferiour to/Men in Capacity |
and Worth, and that they ought to be |
placed in that dependance wherein we |
fec them ; that the contrary Sentence |
will not mifs to be eyed, as a Paradox, |
and piece of Singularity.

However, for the Eftablithing of it, |
it would not at all be neceffary; toufe
any pofitive Reafen ; if Men weremore
jult, and 1efs interefted in their Judge- |
ments, it might fuffice to advertife |
them, That hitherto the difference of |
the Sexes (to the difadvantage of the |
Female), hath been but very lightly |
difcourfed off; dnd that to judge found- |
ly, whether our Sex have obtained |
any Natural Pre-eminence beyond |
theirs: we ought te think thercon fe-
rioufly, and without Partiality, reject- |
ing all which hath been hitherto be- |
lieved upon the fimple Report of other |
Men, without Tryal, or Examina- |
tion.

It is certain, that if a Man would fet |
himfelf in this State of Indifferency, |

and Neutrality, he muflt acknowledge |
(on |




 Quovas the P, y
€on the onchand) that it is Weakne(s

| and Precipitancy that make us reckon

‘Women lefs Noble and Excellent, than

| our felves: and that certain Natural

Indifpofitions sender them' obnozious
to the Failings, and Imperfedtions
that are attributed to them; andthere-
by contemptible to many. And, on
the other hand, he muft fee, That thefe
very Colours which cheat People con-

. cerning their own Subjets, when they
flightly pafs them over, would ferve
to- undeceive them, if they founded

| them alittle deeper. In fhort, if that
| Man were a Philofopher, he would

find that there are Natural Reafons,
which invincibly prove, that both Sexes
are a like, both as to Body, and
Soul

But as there are not many Perfons;
in a condition of themfelves, to putin
Pratice this Advice; fo it muft remain
ufelefs, without fome pains be taken
to labour with Men, and to put them in
the way: of making ufe of it. And fee-
ing the Opinion of thofe who have lefs
ftudied is the moft general, with it we
thall begin our.Enquiry. ?

B 3 Let




6 The Woman as |

Let every Man (in particular) be aft |
ked his Thoughts of Women (in gene-
ral) and that he would furely confefs his |
Mind, 'he will tell you without doubt,
That they were not made but for Man;
That they arc fit for nothing, = but to
Nurfe, and Breed little Children in their
Low Age; and to mind the Houfe, |
It may be the more Ingenious will add,
Fhat there arc many Women that have
indeed Parts, and Condu¢t; butthat
even they who feem tohave moft, when
they are rnearly examined, difcover
fill fome-what that fpeaks their Sex;
That they have neither Solidity, ' not
Conltancy 5 nor that depth of  Judge-
ment. which. they think to find in thern-
felves:" And that it hath'beenian Efs
fect of Divine Providence, and Wif=
dom of Men, to have barred them from 1
Sciences, Government, - and Offices s
That it would be a pleafant thing in-
deed, to fee a Lady in the Chair (in
quality’ of a Profeflor ) teaching . Rbe-
thorick, or. Medicine marching along
the Streets, followed by Officers, and
Sergeants; putting in Execution Latws :
Playing the part of a Counfellour ;
pleading before Judges: Seated on a
Bench




Good as the Parn, 7

| Bench to Adminifter Juftice, in Su-
“pream Courts: Leading of an Army;

giving Battel; and Speaking before

- States, and Princes, as the Head of an.

Embafly.

1 do confefs, fuch Practices would
furprize us; but forno other reafon,
But that of Novelty. For, if in mo-
delling of States, and eftablifhing the
different Offices that compofe them,

" Women had been like-wife called to
Functions; we fhould have been ass

much accuftomed to have feen themin
Dignity, as they are to fee us. And
fhould have found it no more ftrange to-
have feen a Lady on a Throne, thana
Worman in a Shop.

Ifthefe Blades be prefled a little fur-
ther, we fhall find their mightieft Ars
guments reduced to this, That, as to
Women, matters have alwayes paft as»
now they go; which'is a mark, that
they are really fuch, as theyare efteem- -
ed: And that, if they had been ca-
pable of Sciencies, and Offices, Men
would not have denyed them their

fhares.
By Thiefe -




8 TLhe Woman ag
Thefe kind of Reafonings procecd |
from the Conceit that we have of the |
Equity of our Sex; anda falfe Notion |
which Men forge to themfelves of |

Cuftom ; It is enough with them to find

that a thing is eflablifhed, to make them |

believe it well grounded, Andas they |
judge, that men ought to do nothing |
without Reafon; fo the moft part of |

People cannot imagine, but that Rea. |

fon hath been confulted for the intro- |

ducing of fych Pradifes,' as they. fee |
univerfally received; and fancy to
themfclves, that Prudence, and right |

‘ Reafon, have eftablifhed the Cuftomes,

i to which they both oblige us to con.

¢ forme ; fince, without breach of Order,

we cannot therein difpence with our

Obedience.

Every one fees (in his own Countrey)
the Women in fuch Subjection, that, . |
in all things, they depend on Men,
without being admitted to Learning ;

! or any of thofe Conditions, that afford

‘ opportunity to become remarkable by
the advantage Parts: No Body affirms,

L that he hath ever feen them treated o-
ther-wife. And all know, That mat-
ters go fo with them every where, itlhat

there




 @ood ag the Pan. 9
dieré is no place in the World, where
they are not ufed after the fame man-

' fer, as we find at Home. In fonie

Countries their Ufage is Worfe, where

| they are regarded as Slaves: In Chin

they keep their Feet little from theix
Child-hood, to hinder them from ram-
bling out of Doors; where they ne=
ver feeany thing but their Husbands;

| and ‘Children:  In Turkey the Ladies'

| are ftrictly enough confined; And in

Fealy they are not much better: Al

| moft all the People of Afia, Affrica,
| and: dmerica; ufe their Wives, as we
| do our Serving-Maids. They are no’
| where imployed inany thing, but that

which is effeemed 16w, and bafe: And’
becaufe they: only difcharge the leffer’
care ‘of Huf-wivery and Nurfes, Men'
commonly pérfwade themfelves, that,
for that ‘end’ alone. they. are'in the’
Wotld ; and -thae:they are uncapable’
of any thing-elfe : They cannot eafily:
reprefent. to themfelves how matters
could be other-wayes; it appearing:
impoffible: to alter ‘them,. what endea-
vour foever bewufed.”
“The wifeft Law-givers in founding '
their Common-Wealths have eftablith-+
B s ed i




1°  SThe Wioman as.

ed rothing on this. Account, in favour. |
of Women. Al their Laws feem only.

to have been made .to confirm Men ,in,

the Poffeffion they have got, Mot
part of Men, who have pafled for.

Learned, have not faid any thing to the
advantage of Women : And the Con-
du& of Men, in all Ages, and. Pla-

ces of the World, appears founiform, |

in this cafe, that it feems they have
confpired ; ‘or other-wayes (as many
imagine) have been led thereunto by

a fecret Inftindt; . that is to fay, Let-. '
ters Patent. from the Author of Na-.

ture,

Men are ftll the more perfwaded in
this, when'they confider. -in what man-
ner the Women (themfelves) fupport
this their Condition, They look upon
it as a thing natural to them ; whether
it, be that. they refle& not upon what

they are, or that being born, and bred:" |

in dependence ; they make the fame
Judgment thercon, asMen do. Now,
upon all thefe views, the one, and the
other, let themfelves. believe, both,
That their Spirits are as. different, as
their Bodies ; -.and that _there ought to
beasigreat ditin®tion  betwixt the two
Sexes,
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| Sexes, in all the Functions of Life, as -

 there is if thofe which are peculiar to .

cither:- Whil't, in “the mean-time,
that perfwafion (like ‘the moft part of
thofe which we draw from Ufe, and
Cuftom,) is nothing ‘but ' Prejudice, -

- formed in' us by the appearances of -
things, for want of clofér’Examination ;
and of which we might eafily’ undeceive
out felves, if we would but take the
pains to return.back to the Fountain-
head, and judge in many Occurrencies -
of that which ‘hath been done in former
times, by what is practifed at this day; -

~ and of the Cuftom of the Antjents, by
what - we fee in Vogue in our own -
times : - Had Men followed this Rule
in-many of their Sentiments, they had
not fo eafily fallen’into miftakes. ~ And
asto what concerns the prefent ftate of -
Women, they. would have acknow-
ledged, that they have not been fubje-
€ted by any other Law, thanthat of ‘the
ftronger; and that it hath not been
for want-of Natural Capacity, ot Me-
rit, that they have not fhired, with .
us in that which raifes our Sex . above -
theirs.

Indeed 2,
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Indeed, when we confider ferioufly
the. Affairs of this World, both paft,
and prefent, we find that all agree in
this, That Reafon hath alwayes. been
the weakeft : And it feems, that Hi-
ftorieshave only been compofed, to
Demonftrate that which every one
fees in his own time, That ever fince
there hath. been Men in the World,
force hath alwayes prevailed. The
greatelt Empires of Afia, in their be-
ginnings, have been the work of Ufar-
pers, and Thieves. And the fcattered
Wracks of the Grecian, and Roman Mo-
narchies, have not been gathered, but
by thofe who thought. themfelves
ftrong. enough. to. refiff their Matters,
and domineer over their Equals, This
Conduct is no lefs vifible in all other
Societies.  And if Men behave them-
felves fo towards' their Fellows, there

is great likely-hood from ftronger Rea- °

fon, That, in the beginning, they have
done fo, every one towards his Wife,
And this is almoft the manner how it
hath happened. {

Men obferving, that. they, were the
ftronger, and that in relation of Sex,
they had fome advantage of Bofdy,
an-,
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. fancyed that they had the fame inall;

/ the Confeqnence was not great for

Women in the beginning of the World;

 Affairs being in a Condition far diffe-

rent from what now they are: when
neither Government, Science, Office,
nor -Religion, were: eftablifhed, the
Notion of Dependence had in it no-
thingat all of Irkfome. 1 Imagine that
Men lived then like little Children,
and all the Advantage: that was, was
like that of Play. Men and Women
(who then-were fimple, and innocent)
were equally employed inlabouring of
the Land, or Hunting, (as the Wild
Jndians do at this day% : The Man took
his Courfe and the Woman her's ;
And they that brought Home moft
Profit, were commonly moft efteem-
ed.

The Inconveniencies that attend and
follow the big-Belly, | weakening the
Strength of the Female for fome Inter-
venal of time, and hindering them to
labour as formerly, required (necef-
farily) the Afftance of their Husbands ;
and the more ftill, whil’ftthey were ta-
kenup with the care -of ‘their young
Children. This produced fome Rg-

ards
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gatds of Efteem, and Preferrence in.
Families, which then were only com-
pofed of Father, Mother, and fome
little Babes: But when Families be-
ganto be enlarged, and thatin the fame - |
Houfle, lived not only theFather, but - -
the Father's Mother, the Children's
Children ; with Brothers, and Sifters, |
Elder and 'younger : Then did Depen= |
dence dilate it felf, and become more
fenfible:  Then was to be feen, the
Miftrifs fubmitting to her Husband, the -
Son honouring his Father, and he com-
manding his. Children.~ And as it is
moft difficult for Brothers, alwayes,
perfedtly to agree; we may eafily
conceive, that they.lived not fong to-
gether, before’ that fome Difference
happned ‘amonglt them: The Elder,
ftronger than the reft, would conde..
feend 1o them in nothing: - S6, Force R
obliged ‘the Leffer to bow under the °
Greater, and = the Dauvghters to .
follow the Example. of their Mo-.
ther.

Itis eafie to be imagined, that in fuch ;
Families, there were then feveral dif:
ferent FunQions; That the Women,,
being bound to ftay at Home to bring

up




Goon 88 the Pan.  ig
up their Children, took the Care with-

_ia Doors: The Men' (more free and.
 ftrong) . charged themfelves with ithe

Affairs abroad; *and that after ‘the

" Death of the Father and Mother; the

Firit-Born took upon him the Govern-

. ment. The Daughters, :accuftomed -

to the Houfe, had no.thoughts -of. go-

. ing abroad; bt fome: Younger Bro-

thers, difcontented, and more fierce

than -they, refufing to fubmit to the

Yoak; were obliged to withdraw, and.
fet up for themfelves: And fo, feye-
raliof thie fame Humour meeting to-
gether,” made a fhift to live on their
Fortunes, and eafily contracted Friead=.
fhip: ¥Vho, finding themfelves with-
out Eftate, fought out means to pur-
chafe. what they wanteds and feeing
there was no other way:but to take
from their Neighbours; they fell upon
that which’ came next ‘to hand ¢ And,:
to-confirm themfelves'in’ the ‘Pofleffion -
of their New: Conquefts, at the fame
time mades thémfelves Mafters of the -
owners. duift ol isy 3
, The’ voluntary iDependence, which
was before.in' Families, ceafed’ by this .
Invafion; Fathers and’ Mothets, x;it_h
their. .




The Wioman as”
their Children, = being conftrained to
obey an unjuft Ufurper : - So that, the'
Condition of VVomen became harde:
than before.  For, s till then, * they:
had never-been marryed but to Men of'
their own Houfe, and Family; they
were afterward forced to take Strangers,
and unknown Husbands, who only:con-"
fidered them ds the lovelieft part of their:
Booty. 25 ; E

Itis ordinary with Conquerours, to’
defpife thofe amongft the Subdued;
whom they-judge: the weakeft: - And
the Women appeating to be ‘fuch, by
reafon cof their Employments - (.which
requited | not - much Strength),” were
fooked upon as inferiour to Men .

Some there were who contented
themfelves with this firg Ufurpation ;-
but others, 'more ambitious, (‘encou-:
raged byl the fuccefs of their Victory)

refolved 'to proceed in their’ Conquetts. :

The' VVomen: being “more humane,’
than: to' ferve fisch unjuft "Defignes,
were left at Home; and the Men cho.:
fen as the moft proper for fuch Enter=
Pizés, where thereiis need. of Force.
In this' Rate. of Life: matters being no
other-wayes ‘efteemed,  bit as Men

) thought
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_thought them ufeful to the ends which
| they propofed ; and the defire of Do-
ninion being now become the ftrongeft -
of Paffions, which could not be: {atif=
fed but by Violence, and Injuftice;
of which, men were the only Inftru-
ments: It is no wonder that they were
preferred to Women, Men: like-wife;
ferving to maintain the Conquelts
which they had made : Their Counfels

- were only taken for to. eftablith
their Tyranny, becaufe none fo fic
to put them in Exccution. And o,

~ the Mildnefs; and Humanity of Wo-
men, was the fole caufe which exclu-
ded them from having any fhare in
the Adminiitration of Publick Goveras
ment, i

The Example of Princes was quickly

imitated by their Sabjecls, every one

would carry it over his Companion ;
and private men began, to rule mere
abfolutely in their Families. So foon

as a Lord found himfelf Mafter of 2

People, and confiderable Countrey,

he fhaped it into a Kingdom, made

Laws for Government, chofe - his

Officers from amongft the Men ; and

raifed to Places. thofe who had belt ferd-

ve
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ved him inhis Enterprizes. Sonotable
a Preferrence of one Sex above the o.
ther, leffened @ill more the Efteem for
the VVomen; and their Humour,
and Courfe of Life, being far from
Butchery, and ¥Varr; Men believed
them no other-wayes capable to con-
tribute to the Safety and Prefervation
* .of Kingdomes, but only by helping to
people them.

- Statesand Common-V Vealths could
not be cftablithed, without the pla-
cing of fome Diftinction amongft thofe
that did compofe them: So Marks
of Honour were introduced for diftin-
guithing of Orders, and Signes of Re-
Tpe&tinvented to teRific the Difference,
which was acknowledged: to be amongft
Men,  And to the Notion of Power,
was added the External Submiffion,
which # commonly rendred to ghofe

who have ‘the Authority’ in their'

Hands.

it is not at all neceflary to tell you,
how God hath been knowa of Men ;
but it is certain, that fince the begin-
ning of the VVorld, he hath beer a.
dored by them; though the VVorfhip
which Men have rendred to a Deity,

was
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was never Regular, but fince they were
- affembled in Bodies to make up Publick
Societies, -
Now; as Men were accuftomed to
" Reverence the Powers, by Ex-
ternal Marks of Refpe@ ; they
thought it = like-wife their Duty,
to Reverence God by fome Ceremo-
nies, which might ferve to manifeft
the Sentiments which they entertained
I of his Greatnefs, Temples were built,
| Sacrifices appointed,. and' Men (who
were already the Heads of Govern-
ment)  failed not alfo, totake to them-
felves, the care of that which concer-
ned Religion. © And- Cuftom having
now prepofleffed the VVomen withan
Opinion that all belonged to Men, they
‘ contentented: themfelves without afpi-
ring to any part of the Publick Mini-
| ry. But the Zdea which Men conceived
| ' of a God-Head, being extreamly cor-
gupted by the Fables and Fictions of
Pocts, they forged to themfelves Di-
vinities, both Male, and Female; and
appointed, Shee-Pricfts for the Service
of thofe of their Sex; but fill with Su-
bordination to the Condud¥, and Plea-
| fure of thejr Priefts,

Wome
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Women. have been likewife known to
have Governed great States; but we
mult not imagine, that it was becau'e
they. have been called thereto out of
a purpofe of Reflitutiomof their right;
but becaufe they had the Dexterity fo
1o difpofe of Affajrs, that 4fes could
not fnatch the Authority out of their
Hands..

Lt is true, there are at this day He-

reditary States, where the Femules -

fucceed to Males, as Queens, or Prin-
cefles ; But we have no Reafon to be-
lieve, but that if 2%n have fuffered
the Scepter to fall into-the place of the
Diftaffe, it was only that they> might
prevent the People from falling together
bytheEars;And that,if they have permit-
ted Female Regencies, it was in con-
ﬁderation, that the Mothers ( who
alwayes extreamly love their Chil-

dren) would take a more particular:’ |

Care of their States during their Mis
nority.

So that, now the Women being no
other-wayes imployed, but in their
Hufwivery, and finding therein bufi-
nefs. enough; let us not think it
firange, that they have not invented
any
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any of thefe Sciences; whereof the
greatc(t part (at firfts have been butthe -
work, and task of fome idle Loyte-
rers. -

The eEgyptian Pricfes ( who had not
much to do) bufied themfelves in chat.
| ting together, ‘concerning the Effeds of
Nature, which feemed moft to tbuch
them: = And after much talking and

reafoning, began to make Obfervati-
* ons; the noife of which, Rirred up
the Curiofity of foine Aen tocomein
| fearch of them: But Sciences being
| but then in the Cradle, did not allure

the Women -out of Doors. ~Befides,

that the Jealoufie which already im-

broyled the Husbands would have fil-

led them with Sufpition, that their

Wives had gone to vifit the Priefis ra-

rather for Love to their Perfons,

than Learning which they had obtain-
ed

After that feveral Mer had received
fome tincture of this new Learning, -
they began to affemble themfelves in
certain Places, to difcourfe thereof
more at leifure; where every one
fpeaking his Thoughts, Knowledge ri-
pened, and Colledges and Accademies

were
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were appointed, where the Womer
were.not admitted’; - but in the fame
manner were excluded from Lear-
ning, as they had been from all the
reft,

Notwit(tanding, the Reftraint where- |
in they were kept, hindred not, but
that fome of them procured the Con-
verfation, and, Writings of the Lear-
ned ; whereby (in a {hort time) they.
equalled the progrefsof the moft In.
genious: But Cuftome having already
enjoyned an impettinent Decornm, that
Men durlt not come to their Houfes,
nor other Women vifit them for fear of
giving fome umbrage, they made no
Difciples, nor founded Sets;  butall
the Light which they had attained ufe-
lefly, dyed with themfelves,

If we obferve how Modes and Fa.
thions cteep into ufe,  and how they .
are dayly imbelithed ; we may judge,
That (in the beginning of the World)
People ook no great carc of their
Drefs:  All was then fimple and plain,
nothing minded but neceflity.  Men
flea’d Beafts; and faftening their Skins
together, framed to themfelves Ha-
bits. - But afterwards, Commodiouf-

nefs
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pefs began to be devifed; and every
“one accowtering themfelves according
“to their fancy, the Fafhions that were
_moft decent were prefently followed
. and they that werc under the fame
Prince, ftrove to conform themfelves to
his Mode. .

1t happened not fo with Modes and
{ Fathions, as with Governments and
| Eciences; the Women here ‘had their
|. Share with Aer: who perceiving
them by their dre(s more lovely, took
no carc to rob them thereof, And both
the one, and the other, finding that
fome fort of Apparel fet of more
gracefully, and rendred more amiabie
the Perfon, both ftrove to find out the
Knack: But the Employments of Afex
being greater, and more important,
hindered them from the more eager Pur-
fuit,

The Women herein fhewed their Pru-
dence, and Skill ; For, obferving that
new Ornaments made them more a-
greeable, and dear to Men, and there-
by their Cordition more fupportable;
they negle@ed nothing which  they
thought might ferve to render them-
felves Charming, and Lovely. To thgt

: end,
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end, they employed Gold, Sitver, and
Precious Stones, as foon as they grew
in Vogue: And feeing that AZen had
deprived them of Means, to make
themfelves Confpicuous by their Parts;, |
they applyed themfelves folely to find
out that which might render them |
amiable, and pleafing. In this they
have very well facceeded: For, their
Beauty, and Attire, have advanced
them to greater Efteem in the Eyes
of Men, than all the Books and Lear-
ning of the World could ever have
done. This Cuftom hath been too
well Eftablithed, to admit of any fu-
ture Changes; the Pra&ice thercof,
hath continued to our times;  and it
feems to be a Tradition too anti-
ent to be now contradicted, or oppo-
fed.

It appears clearly (from this Hifto- |
rical ConjeCture), That, according to
the manner of dealing familiar to all
Men, itis only by Force and Empire
that they have referved to themfclves
thefe Extrinferal Advantages; from
which, the Female Sex is debarred.
For, to warrant them to fay, Thatit
hath been grounded on Reafon, thc%
mu
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{ muft nevet have communicated them
lamongt themfelves, but to thofe who
have been molt capable 5 Alwayes
#made the Choice of fuch with exact
i Scrutiny, and Difcretion: Never have
fadmitted to ftudy, but fuch as they
fknew difpofed”for Letters: Never
iraifed to Charges, but thofe that
iwere fittet for Employment; and
f excluded all others. And, in thort, Ne-
wver have fet any Man, on any thing,
but what was fuitable to his Inclinati-
{ ons.

| We fee the contrary daily putin
{ Praftice; For, there is nothing but
| Chance, Neceflity, or Intereft, which
{ engageth Aen in the different Con-
| ditions and States of Civil Society.
| The Children learn their Father's
| Trade, becaufe that it hath alwayes
{ been mentioned to them. Onejs for.
tced to the Gown, who would have
| been better pleafed with the Sword,
{had it been at his own choice: and
| the ablelt 27a% in the World fhall pe.
| ver enter into Employment, if he want
| Money to buy his Place, .
|

Cc How
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How many are there groveling in’

-the duft, who would have made them-

felves famous, had they been but in |
sthe way ? and how many Clowns are |
there, that might have become great |

.Dodors had they been fent to School ?
+We have but little ground to pretend

that. the .prefent Virruofi are only fuch’|

of .the. times, who have had the beft
-Genius for. the things whercin they
excell  and that, amongf fo many Per-
fons buryed in Ignorance, there are
none ' who, with the fame means which
they have had, could have rendered
themfelves more capable,

Why is it then, that we affure our
felves, that Women are lefs fit for fuch
things than our felves ? fure it is not
Chance, but Unavoidable neceflity that
hinders themfrom playing their parts,
{ urge not, that all Women are capa-

ble of all Sciences and Employments ' |

that any one is capable of all : No Adan
pretends.to fo much s but I only defire,
that, confidering the Sex in general,
we.may acknowledge an aptitude in the
one as well as the other. :

Let us but glance a little upon that, |
which we' fee dayly in the play and |

fmaller
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{maller divertifements of Children.

‘The Gitles fhow therein a more gentile
| air; more of Wit, and greater dexteri-

ty: And when fear or thame does not
ftifle their' Humours, their Difcourfe,

is more ingenious; and pleafant ; and

their converfation more lively, brisk,

{and free: They Learn foonef what

they are taught, if they be “equally
plyed ¢ They are more induftriousy
more painfull, more fubmifs, more mo-

-deft, and ‘more referved; In'a word,

we may remarke in them in a more

| eminentdegree, all thofe excellent qua-

lities , - which' being ‘found 'in young
Men, make them efteemed fitter for
high matters, than thofe who are other-
wife their equalls.

Nofwithftanding ‘that, ‘that  which
appeares, inthe two Sexes, whilft they
are as yet in the - cradle, is: fufficient
to ‘make us conclude, that the more
lovely gives alfo the fairelt hopes 3
yet men take no notice thereof ; Mafters
and Teaching  are onely for the Men 3

| Particular care is taken toimtruct them
in all whichis thought proper, toform

and improve the mind ; ‘whilft in the
mean time, ‘the Women are let lan-
€2 guith
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guifh in Idlenefs; - Softnefs, andIgno-7
rance: Or, - otherwife grovel . in low, |
and bafe imployments. bt

But for all this, we need but two
.eyes to perceive, that the cafe of the
two Sexes -is  juft like that of two
Brothers; in the fame family; Where
the younger, notwithftanding of the |
megletof his breeding, makes often
appear, that the elder has no advan-
tage over him, but the ftart in coming
into the World.

For what end: fetves!commonly, the
Education which is given to Men ? It
is wfelefs ito asgreat mady:for the pro-
pofed: .end : Nor:doesit’shindet, but
that many fall into vice, and diffoluti-
on: And that others remain filliigno-
rant, sand even many. times:ibecdie
greater Fops, than: they. .were before.
If they had before. any thing of breed-
ing, of brisknefs «or civility, they lofe
it by their ftudy. -All goesagain(t them,
and they: againft all things’;So that
one would fay, that they had fpent theis
youth in travelingin ForraignCountreys
where they had only frequentedithe
Society of Salvagesy fo much Clown-
ifhnefs, and' rudenefs of manngrs they
bring
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‘bring home with theth, ' All* that they
§thave: Learned ‘s like ‘goods  of Cou-
treband, which they  either cannot or
‘dare not” vend :*And if they ‘have a
' mind to venture - int6  the “World a-
_gain, and itherein ‘appear asthey onght,
‘they are obliged to go to School to
{ the Ladyes; there to learn garb and
complaifance ; and all that out-fide
{=which now’ adayes compleats a Gen-
i*tleman. .
If we come nearer, and confider this :
“Inftead of undervaluing the Women,
-becaufe they-Have no /great Stock of
“Learning, iwe fhould the'rather ‘efteem
-them Happ§ :*Since -that "if* on the
one thand they “are thereby deftitute of
{ithe ‘means to fet : off-the parts;band
advantiges which”are ‘the 'peculiaron
{the other hand; they ‘have not the oc-
- cafion ito fpoile ©r ‘l6fe’ them: Who,
notwithitanding "thatidefe®, advarice in
Vertue, V Vit iand'good Grace ‘as faft
lasithey  gdrow it iVears. /S6: thdt,
| thould “we without prejudice; “or a
| byaffed Judgement,compare youngtnen
{/when they come new off of the prefs,
| with' the VVomen:i'of their ownage ;
| and ‘not know- how “either the one or
Gi3 the:
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the other had been bred, we could
not but believe, ' their education o
~have been quite contrary. ‘

The out-fide aloné, the air of the
face, the looks, the gate, the coun-
tenance, -and the geftures, in VVomen,
fpeak fomewhat’pofed; grave, and dif-
creet, which fufficiently diftinguitheth
them from men 5 none can bemore re- |
ferved « than - they, words: of double |
meaning never efcape their lips, the |
fmalleft | equivocation. wounds - their |
cars, ‘norcan they endure the fight |
of any thing that-choaks modefly. |

The Conduct of moft:men is of a quite |
different. flamp.  Their. March isioft- |
en rafh;, dnd precipitant ; their geftures.|
odd and Antick, their eyes. Rambling |
and ' un-fettled : And are never more |
pleafed than when they are entertained:
and fed with things ‘which ought ¢in |
ther be kept filent or hid,

Let us but converfe a little with
VVomen, and that which the world
call the Learned,either in company toge- |
thet, or a part by themfelves, and we |
thall feethe difference that is between |
the one and other. One would fay |
that: the men had ftuffed their hch; |

wit
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_with fludy, that they might Clogg,
‘and confound their VVits. Nothing-
comes clearly from them, and the pain
that they put themfelves to, to pump
for the words, quite fpoils the rellifh
of that which they might have faid
to purpofe; Sothat unlefs the natural
Wit be good, or they in company

. with men of their one Gang, hardly

| ‘can they entertain an houres=Dif-

" coutfe.

Women on the contraty, exprefs neat-
ly, and inorder, what they conceive :
Their words coft them nothing ; they
begin, and go on at their pleafure, and
when they have their liberty, their fan-
cy fupplies them alwayes with inex--
hautible liberality. They have the gift
of propofing “their thoughts, with =
fweetnefs, and complacency that infinu-
ates as ftrongly as Reafon: Whenmea
on the other hand, do itin a manner
rough and dry.

Let any Queftions be ftarted in pre-
fence of Women of clearer Wit, they
have prefently the point that is drove

“at; They confider it under more appea-

-rances: Whiat is faid to purpofe, finds
fooner acceptance in theit minds ; And
Cx when
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when that we are a little known to 1
them,-and that they have no fufpition |
of vs, we find their prejudices not fo
ftrong as thofe of men; nor they there-
by fo armed againft the truth propo-
fed.. They are altogether averfe from
contradiction, and difpute, to which the
learned are fo addicted : they nibble not
vainly at words, nor make ufe of thofe
Scientifick, and Myfterious terms which
are fo proper tocover Ignorance; but
all what they. fay is fenfc and intelligi-
ble.

I have taken delight to entertain my
felf with Women, of all the different
conditions that I could meet-with, both
in the Town, and Countrey ; to the end,
that I might difcover the beft, and
worft; and I have found amongft thofe
of them whom neceffity, and labour,
had not rendred ftupid, more found d
jndgement than in the moft part of'
the workes, which pafs with great
credit among the vulgarly learned of the
age.

’ gIn fpeaking concerning God, it ne-
ver entered into one of their heads' to
tell me, that fhe conceived Himg-under
the fhape of a venerable oldw.mag):

n

|
|
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Oirthe ‘contrary, they faid, that the¥
| would not imagine; (that is) reprefent
| him to'themfelves, 'under any” appea-
| rdnde fike to men: That they concei
% ved ‘there “was a,God,- becaufe they
| could not comprehend- that they them:
3f€|v€s, ‘ot that. alt other 'things whicl
) did environ them, could- be the work
| of “charice, or of any creature : “and
{ thar the conduc® of their affairs being
i no effe@ of their prudence, becaufe that
| the fuccefs thereof rarcly anfiered the
| wayes, and methods, which they had
| ~taken; it muft needs be the effe&t of
Divine Providence, *

When T asked them, What they
thought of their Souls ; they never made
me anfwer: That it is 3 very fubtile,
and thin flame’, or a difpofition of
the Organs of their Bodyes; nor that
it-was capable of extenfion, or con=
traction, On ‘the contrary, they
anfwered, that théy perceived very
well, that it was diftin&’ from their
bodyes 5 And that the greateft cer-
tainty ‘that ' they” could fay thereof;
was that they believed it altogether
unlike any of thofc things, which they
perceived by Senfe ; butthat if they had

¥ C.§ baep: «

1
|
|
|
|

;
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been Book-learned, they fhould have
known to a Hair what it was, ;

" It never entereth into the Head of

aNurfe, - to fayas Phyfitians do, that

their Sick began to be better, becaufe
the Concoclive Faculty performs (lau-.
dably) its Fun&ions: " And when they.
fee a great Quantity of Blood fiream
from a Vein, they Jaugh at thofe who
deny a Communication of the. others
there-with by Circulation,

When I would know of them, Why
it. was that they. believed, that
the Stones expofed to the Sun, and.
Southern - Showers, did fooner wear,
then thofe' that lay to.the Noreh ¢
There was none fimple enough to. An-
fwer me, That it comes .to pafs by.
veafon that the Moon gnawes | them.
with fharp. Teeth, as fome Plyilofo-
phers pleafantly fancy ; but that (they
being dryed by the Heat of the Sun), the
following Showers made them the more
ealily moulder.

[ have demanded (at leaft) of twen-
ty for the nonce, If they believed not
that God (by an Obediential, or Ex-
traordinary  Power) could  elevate a
Stone to ‘the Bearifick Vifion? But

could:.
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eould - never draw from them any ‘o-

. ther Anfwer, but that they thought, T

jefted with them by fuch a kind of
Queftion:

The greatet Fruit that we can ex-*
pect from Learning, is a juft Difcer-
ning, - and exactitude in Diftingui- ¢
thing of that which is true and evi-
dent, from what is falfe and obfcure; -
thereby to avoid falling into Etrour,

I orMiftake. People are cafily incli-

ned to believe, that Men (atleaft fuch
as pafs “for Knowing) have in this
the better of the Women, Never-
thelefs, if weshave but a little of that
Difcerning and Exactitude of which ¥
fpake, we fhall find that it is one of °
the Qualities they want moft; For,
they are not only obfeure, and con-
fufed in their Difcourfes, (by which
good Quality they often fway, and
attract the Belief of fimple ‘and cre~
dulous Perfons); but they even re-
ject that which is evident, and fcoff
at thofe who fpeak in a manner clear
and intelligible, as too eafic and com=
mon: They fall' firff upon any Ob-~
feurity propofed to them, as being
the moft Myfterious of the reft. To
Convisice - -
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Convince them of this, we need do
no more. but hear them with a little
Patieuce ;. and afterward, oblige them
to explain themfelves, 3

The Women: are of .an Humour
very far from this. VVe may ob-
ferve, that fuch as have a little feen
the-World, - cannot endure that_-even
their.own: Children fhould fpeak La-
tin in their Prefence;  they mitruft
others “that do fo; and often fay;
That they are afraid left fome Ime
pertinency, be  hid under fuch {trange
Attires, x

We never hear them meddle with
the facred Terms of Arts, as Men
all them'; Nay, they cannot be made
{o much as get them by Heart, though
their Memories be good, and that
they have heard them often repea-
ted. - And" when we fpeak to them
in obfeure and ‘hard Words; they
frankly confefs, that they want Wit
and Underlftanding. to reach our Mea-
ning; - or other-wife, they well pet-
ceive, that ifuch as Cant afrer that
manner, want Knowledge and Lear-
ning to fpeak other-wife,

In
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' In fine, if we confider the feveral
_wayes and methods,  whereby "the

Men, ‘and the Women, bring forth
what they know; we muft judge,
that the one are like to Labourers

 that work in Quarries, who ( with

great Pain) win from’thence rude
and fhapelels Stones; And that the
Women (like skillful Architects; and
Mafons) polifh, and fitly place in

* Work, what they have put into their

Hands. ¢
“V Ve find an- infinite number of

\ Women, who not only Judge of things
| with as much “Exactnefs, = as if they
| had had.the moft exquifite Educati-

on; ~without either Prejudices, or
confufed Notions ( the ordinary ftum
bling-Block of the Learned); but alfo;
fee: manty;, that (with a-Judgement

| cleer and juft)- can Difcourfe of ‘the

Objes of « the moft Refined " Scien-
ces, asif they thad alwayes ftudied
thenr.

They exprefs their Minds: with a

| Grace; and have the Knack by hitting

on’ the beft Terms in ufe, to: fpeak
more  with: one word than AZex ‘can

do with many. If we:Difcourfe with

them
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shem of Languages in general, they |
have that pitch of Thoughts which is. .
not to be found but in the ableft |
Grammarians; And, in thort, Theyare |
ebferved to draw more from Cultom |
alone, for the embellithing of their ‘
" Language, than the moft part  of
dMen from Study and Practice both to- |
gether, i
Eloquence is ‘a Talent -fo natural, A

and peculiar to them, that no Body
can difpute it: - They perfwade what
they pleafe ; and can Indite and De-
fend without the help of Laws: So
that, there are but few Judges, who
have not proved them the -moft pre-
valent Proftors.  Can there be an
thing more weighty, or Elegant, than
the Letters of feveral Ladies upon-all
the Subjects that fall under ordinary
Converfation, and principally - upon .«
the Paffions ? The Movements of which,
make up all the beauty and fecret of
Rbetorick, They handle them with
fo delicate a Touch, and exprefs them
fo Naturally, that we are obliged to
confefs, that we feel them to be fuch
as'they fpeak them; and that afl the
Oratory of the Woild is not able to
give
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ve to Men, that which cofts nothing .
omen.. The Flights of Eloquence,
§ Pocfie, Harangues, Sermons, and Dif
coutfes,foar not at all-above their reachs
And nothing is. wanting to their Cri-
ticks, but the Rules, and afew Terms
of Art.--

1 am notignorant, that this Treatife
it-felf, - will-not efcape their- Cenfure; .
and that there are: many who: will find
- fault with it: Some will condemn it,

as not at all proportionate to the Gran-
deur, and Dignity of 'the Subje&t :
That the Strain of it is not fo Gallant,
the Stile fo Noble, nor the Expreflions
fo Lofty and Elevated -as was fit:
That thete are feveral Paflages -flight-
ly handled, where many Important
Remarks might have been imployed:
But I hope-my Good-will; and the
Defigne which I propofed, tofpeak no-’
| thing but Truth, and to avoid the for-
ced . Expreffions which:favour of Ro-
mancey will plead Excufe for me at their
Hands. i
They have. {moreover)  this Advan?
tage, That the Eloquence of Action
is-in them much more lively than in
Men s There, . Men alone lets us f;e,
thag.
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that they intend fo to fpeak, as to gaim:

the, Point.
Their Air is noble' and great, " their

Pott free and Majeftuous,  their Car-s

riage decent, their Geftures naturali,
their- Stile engaging, their Words ca-
fie, and their Voice fweect and mel-
ting.  The Beauty and Grace of their
Difeourfe ( when' it ‘enters once  the
Mind); opens to them ‘the Door of:
the ‘Heart. If they reafon of Good:
and Evil, on their’ Countenance ap-
pears ° that' Character of Integrity,
which renders  the  Perfwafion more
prevalent: - And ‘when they would ex-
cite Love for Vertue, their Heart is
feen ‘on* their ‘Lips; and the Image
which' they give thereof (decked ‘with
the ' Ornaments of - Difcourfe ‘and
Graces, which are fo peculiar “to

them)  appeats-a hundred times more-

Lovely.

It is pretty to hear a Woman, that
fets herfelf to plead; how clearly fhe:
explains, and unties all the Knots and
Labyrinths of Affairss” precifely. ftates
her own; and 'Parties -Pretenfionss
Difcovers 'what hath given' ground” to:
the Suit, and the manner how. fhe has

managed

|

|
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S‘manngcd it; what Engines fhe hath

fer a work in all her Proceedings;
§ and how (in all things) fhe fhewes a
§ certain Capacity in Bufinefs, which
{is wanting to the moft part. of
 Men.

{ I is this which makes m¢ think,

that if they made it their bufinefs to
ftudy Law, they would fucceed in it
(at lealt) as well as we; But we
fee, that Peace and Juftice is their ftu-
dy; With Gricf they. hear of Diffe-
" rences, - and with Joy endeavour to

| take them up friendly : Their Care in

. that, makes them find out Turns, and
fingular Ezpedients, for the Recon-
ciling of Minds ; And, upon the Con-

| du@® of their own, ot their Neigh-

bours. Eamilies, they naturally make
thefe Reflections of Equity; upon
which, all the knowledge of Law and

| Juftice is founded.

In the Rehearfals of thefe who are
Witty, there is alwayes fome pleafing-
nefs with order, which is not to be
found in ours: They difcern what is
proper, or impertinent to the Subject;
decide the interefts ; deferibe the per:
fons, with their true and natural Cha-

racters;
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raders; unfold the intrigues, and trace

the greateft as well as the lealt, when |
they fet thereon. This is evidently to
be feen in the Hiftories, apd Ro-

mances of ingenjous Ladyes who are

{Hll alive, %

" How many are there that learn as

much at Sermons, in Difcourfe, and

fome little books of Piety, as many

Do®ors with Thouas Agquinas in their

ftudyes, or upon their deskes ? and |
Tpeak with that folidity, and deptha-

bout the higheft Myfteries of all the

Chriftian Morality ; that they might

often pafs for great Divines, if they did

but wear a hat, or could Lugg-into

play Latin fentences,

VVomen feem born to practife
Phyfick, and to refore the fick to
health; for the neatnefs and comply-
ing humour eafeth one half of the |
diftemper ; and they are not only pro-'
per to apply remedyes, but likewife
to invent : They find out an infinjte
number, which are commonly called
Small, becaufe they coft lefs than thofe
of Galen ot Hippocrates, and are not pre-
fcribed by Receit, but which are by fo
muck the more eafy, and fecure, as

they
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‘they are fimple and natural. In fine,
they make their obfervations in their
practifes, with fo much exactnefs, and

! difcourfe thereof with fo good reafon ;

That they often render ufelefs all the
- Places of the Schools.
Amongft the countrey Women, thofe -

that labour in the ficlds; are wonder-

1 fully skilfull in the odd, and unconftant

| B

|

Freaks of Seafons; and their Alma-
‘nacks are a great  deal more certain
than thiofe, which are printed from the
' hands of Aftrologers, They explain na-
turally the fertility and batrennefs of
years, from the Winds, Rains, and what
elfe is produced by the change of VVea-
ther ; fo that no body can heat them
difcourfe thereof, without pity and com-
paffion of the Learned, who charge all
thefe Effects or Afpecis, Conjunctions,
Afcendencies of Planetsand the like ;
which makes me think, that if Women
had been taught, that, the alterations
to which the'body of man is fubje&t,
might come upon him by reafon of his
particular conftitution, his exercife, the
climate wherein he lives; his food,
education, and different occurrences of
Life ; they had never let it enter in theif
heads
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Heads, to: have referred 'thefe Va-
tious Inclinations and Changes to the
Influencies of Starrs 5 Bodies at fo i
many. Thoufund "Miles diftant from
us.

I confefs, there are fome Sciences,
oF which Women are not at all heard
fpeak; becaufe they are not the “Scj-
€nces of ordinary. Vent; nor Society.
Alegebra, Geomerry, and the Opticks,
never (or rarely) ‘leave Studies, and
Learned Aeademses, to: come iiito the
Croud:  -And, as their greateft ufe is,
to give jult Meafures to: our Thoughts,
tiey ought not to appear in ordinary
Converfe ; - hyr fecretly, like hidden
Springs. that move, sand. make gtdat
Machins Play “my Meauning s, that
we thould make fich Application of
them in the Subjeds of Converfe and
Entertainment, as to think and fpeak
truly, and Geometrically, without fa-

ing great thew. of ouy Art;

All thefe Obfervations on: the Qua- |
fities of the Mind, may be eafily ga- |
thered amongt #%mer of 1a: middie
Condition; But if we advance as far |
as the Court, and' be admitted into !
the Entertainments of Ladies,  there

18
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quite anothet! ‘thing to be Remar-
EM d. It feems that their Genius is
§ Naturally . foited to their Quality;
| their Quaintnefs, and polite Difcer-
! ning, fpeaks a frame of Spirit, deli-
: cate, fine, and eafie; and fome-what
| Great and Noble, which is theirown.
| We may fay, that Objects (like Afen)
| approach them with Refpect; they
i alwayes fee themin their belt Drefle,
rand fpeak of them with- an Air be-
| yond the Gommon. :In a word, fhow
| a Man that has a tafte, two Letters of
| Ladies of adifferent Rank, and he fhall
| eafily know which of them is Higheft in
| Quality.
How many Ladieshave there been,
{ and how many are there ftill, who
| eught to be placed amongft the num-
berof -the-Learned, if -weafligne them
aot-a Higher-Sphear? - The Age where-
‘i we ilive ~hath produced more of
thefe, than all the paft. And as they
" have in all things run parallel with
44 eny upon fome Particular Realons,
they ought more to.be efteemed. than
they @ For, it behoved .them to fur-
mount the Softacfs wherein their Sex
i5 bred, renounce the Pleafurcs and
Idlencfs
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nefs, to which Cuftom had condemned
them, overcome certain publick Impedi-
ments that removed them from ftudy,
and to get above thofe difadyantagious
Notions, which the Vulgar conccive
of the Learned; befides, thofe of their
own Sex in general :  All this they have
performed.  And whether it be, that
thefe Difficulties have rendred their
Wit more quick and penetrating, or
that thefe Qualities are the peculiar
of their Nature, they have (proportio-
nably) made Progrefs and Advance-
ments beyond e,

It may be faid neverthelefs ( with-
out ‘diminifhing the Sentiménts which
are due to fuch famous Ladies), that
it is occafion, and External means,
which hath advanced them ‘to this
State, as well as. the ‘more Learned
amongft us; -and that there are infinite
numbers of Women, which could have
donc no lefs, had their Advantagesbeen
Equal.

And, feging it is great Tnjuftice to
believe, that all Women are Indifcreet,
becaufe we' know five or fix to befos
we ought alfo to be fo equitable, as
to judge their Sex capable of Scicn-
~ces,
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ces, fince weé fee many that have

E raifed themfelves to a perfedion

| therein.

It is commonly believed amongft us,
|\ that Turks, Barbarians, and'wild Sava-
ges, are not {o"proper fot learning as
the people of Europe; though it be
certain, that if we found five or fix of
them here, that had the capacity or
| title of Doctor (which is not at all im-
* poffible) they would correct our opini-

on; and confefs, that thefe being men
like to our felves, they are capable of
the fame things; and that if they had
been taught,they would nqt have yeilded
tousin the leaft. The Women, with
whom we live, deferve furely as much
as Barbarians, and Savages, to oblige
us to entertain thoughts no lefs rea-
~ fonable or advantagious « for them.

‘ But if the head-firong vulgar (not-
withftanding  thefe obfervations) will
fiill ftand upon it, that the VVomen

. arenotfo fit for Arts, and Sciences as

L we are; they ought at leaft to acknow-

ledge, that they have lefsneed of them.

For it is for two ends that we apply

our felves t6 Learning; Theone, that

we may atiain to a true knowledge
of
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of the objects of our Scicnces; and

the other, that by fuch knowledge, |

we may rife to virtue: So that in thiy

our fhort life, Knowledge being bu: |

the hand-Maid to Vertue; and the
Women in ‘poffeffion of this: we may
~ conclude; that by a particular happinefs,
they have gained the principal advan-

tages of Sciences, withour having ever |

taken the pains to ftudy them,

What we fee daily, is fufficient to
convince us, that they are no lefs
Chriftians than men ; They receive the

Gofpell with Simplicity and Humility ; |

and in following the Rules and Max-
imsthereof, are exemplary : Their reve-
rence towards Religion, hath alwayes
appeared fo great, thatthey are efteem-
ed without contradiction more devout
-and pious than we : or, though it be true,
that their worfhip fometimes goes too

|

I

far ; yet therein I cannot find them fo cul-" |

pable; fince the ignorance wherein they
have been bred, is the neceffary caufe
of that excefs. If their Zeale be-un-
difcreet, their Perfwafion s at leaft
true ; And we may affirm, that if they
had a clearer fight of Vertue, they
would embrace it after another. man-
ner;
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ner; fince they cleave to it fo falt, e=
ven through obfcurity and darknefs it
felf.

It feems, that mercy and compaflion
which is the Vertue of the Gofpel is
in love with their Sex The calami-
Lty of their Neighbour no fooner touch-
es their mind, but it pierces their heart,
| and brings tearcs in their eyes. [s it
{ not theirhands that in publick afflicti-
{ons diftribute ' the larget Charity 2
| And is it not at this day, the Ladys that
{ take the particular care of the poox
tand fick in the parithes, vifit them in
| prifons, and feive them in the Hofpi-
| tals? Is it not thefe Religious Nuns,
| difperfed in every quartcr, who have
| the charge at ceitain hours of the day,

to catry to fuch their food, and necef-

fary remedies; and have thereby de-
| ferved the name of that Charity, which
| they have fo worthily practifed.

In fine; If there were no other Wo=
| men in the world that difcharged this
| Vertue towar’s their Neighbours; but
1‘ thofe who attend the fick in that great
"Hofpital, the L'Horel-Diow of Parisy
1 canoot think that with Juflice, men
could pretend to the advantage above

D their
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their Sex therein. Thefe are properly: !
the Virgins, with whom the Galleries of
the Illultrious, - and Noble Women,
ought to be enriched : Of theirlife itis ¢
that we fhould fing the highelt Elogies, |
and honour their death, with the moft §
excellent Panegyricks: “Since_here it s g
that we may fee the Chriftian Religi-
on, that isto fay, truly Heroicke Ver- |
tue, pradtifed up to the rigour, both |
in it's precepts,and counfcls; by young |
Virgins, who Rencuncing the World |
and themfelves, embrace a perpetual |
@haltity, and Poverty, take their Crofs, |
and that the mo(t heavy Crofs of the !
world, and render themfelves for the
reft of theirdayes, under the Yoak of {
Fefus Chrifi : VVho Confecrate them- |
felves to an Hofpital, where the inflirm
of all forts,of all countreys and Religions
areindifferent!y reccived, there to ferve:
all without diltinction, and to change
themfelves (according to the example of |
their Lord and Husband) with all
the infirmities of mankind : without be-
ing difcouraged by having their eyes
Continually {mitten- with the moft hor-
rid of Spe@acles, their eares with the
reproachcs and cries] of the fick, ;nd
their
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{ fheir fmelling with all the infe@ious
. fcents of Humane putrifaction: and who,
o for a marke of that Spirit which does
I guid them, carry in their armes from
i bed to bed; and comfort the poor wret-
{ ches, not in vain words; but by the
cffetual, and perfonal Example of pa-
I tience, and invincible Charity.

Is there any thing among(t Chriftians
1.to be conceived greater than this? And
i yet, Other Women ate no lefs inclined
| toaffilt, and comfort their neighbours ;
I'they want nothing but opportunity,
{ when othet bufinefs does not.divert them
| there-from. And I think- it no lefs
{ unworthy te imagine from thence, (as
| the vulgar commonly do) that Women
| are naturally fervants to men; than to
| pretend that they, who have received
| ralents, and particular endowments
| from God, are fervants, and flaves to
| thofe,for whofe good they employthem.

The condu& of Women, in what kind
| of life foever they embrace, hath al-
| wayes fomewhat remarkable. It feems
| that fuch wholive fingle, and yet keep
| their freedome in the world, remain
{ only there to be a pattern, and give
| example to others, Chriftian modefty
[ D2 ap-
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appears in their countenance and at- .

tire, and Vertue makes their chiefeft
‘Ornament. They wholly feparate them«
felves from worldly Converfation and
paftimes ; and theit application the
. works of Piety, and Religion, gives
«clear proof, that they have only refu-
fed the cares, and trouble of Marri-
age, that they might enjoy a greater
fiberty - of mind, and be obliged to no-
thing elfe but to pleafe God.

There aré as many Monalteries

under the government of Women as of |

Men, and their lives therein no lefs
exemplary. There, the recourfe is
greater, the difcipline no lefs Aultere;
and the Abbefles of no lefs” worth than
the Abbots. They fetle Rules with fo
admirable Wifdome, and Govern their
DNuns with' fuch prudence, that fel-

dome amonght them happens any dif-" |

order : and, in fhort, the fame of Religi-
ous houfes, and the great Rents which
they poffefs, are the fruits of the good
order of their Superiours.

Martiage is a ftate of life, the moft
natural, and ordinary to men; when
once they are ingaged therein, it is

Death that muft difcharge them, and
there
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| there they fpend' thefe  periods of
' age, where rcafon ought to be the
. chief guid, over the different  acci-
cidents of Nature and Fortunc (to
which this Condition of Lifeis liable)
exercifing them who live therein more
than others,& gives them occafion there-

by to give greater tryal of their Parts.
A little Experience is fufficient to
inform us, That the P'Vomen here are
" more fir and ufeful than we; For,
young Maids  are capable to order a
Houfe, at that -Afc, when . Aen
@and flf in need of a Mafter. And
the moft proper Expedient to reclainy
a young Man, and reftore him to
the Right Way, is, to give him a
VWife; who may reclaim him by her
Example, moderate his Extravagefi-
cies, and win him from his Debauches.
What Complyance does not Wiyes
ufe, that they may live peaceably
with their Husbands? They fubmit
to their Humours, do-nothing with:
out their Adviee, lay conftraint upon
themfelves in many things - for fear to
difpleafe them, and -even . deprive
themfelves of honeft and lawful Re-
creations, to free them from Sufpition.
D3 1t
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It is well enough known, which of
the two' Sexes is the moft faithful to
the other, beares motre patiently the
Misfortunes that happen_in Marriage;
and thereby make appear greater Wit
dom, and Difcretion, v

All the Families (for the moft Sart)
are Ruled by the Wives, to whém
their Husbands refigne the Govern-
ment: And the Care that therein they
take of the Education of their’ Chil.
dren, is more confideralle to Families,
and more important ¢o the Common.
Wealth, than that which they take
of the Eftate ;. they bequeath them-
felves wholly to their Good, and Well-
fare: The Fear which they arein, left
any hurt fhould befall them, is often
fo great, that (many times) it robs
them of their Reft: They deprive
themfelves often of thejr moft necef.
fary Enjoyments, to the end that they
may want nothing : They cannot fee
them fuffer in the leaft, withour fuf.
fering themfelves to the bottom of
their Souls. And we may fay, That
itistheir greateft pain, that they can-
not eafe them, by charging themfelves
with their Troubles,

Who
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Who can be ignorant, how carneft-
ly they labour to inftrut them in the
ways of Vertue, as much as their tender

‘Age is capable of? They endeavout

to make them know and fear God,
and teach them to Worfhip him in a
manner fuitable, and proportionate, to
their Years: They take care to place
them in the hands of Mafters, as foon as

_ they are fit ; and choofe fuch (with all

|
|
i
|

imaginable Caution) who may improve
ther in their Breeding: And, whichis|
molt to be efteemed, they alwayes joyne
good Example to theit Inftrudi-

off.
1f we dhould defcend into an intire
Catalogue, and Retail of all the Oc-
currencies of Life, and of all the Ver-
tues which Women pratife thereim
and thereof examine the moft Im-
portant Circumftances ; we might have
Subject enough to enlarge into & molft
ample Panegyrick. We wight repre=
fent how far their Sobricty in Eating,
and Drinking, does go; their Pas
tience in Trouble; their Courage, and
Fortitude , in fupporting  Affliction.
Fatigues, Watchings, and Faftingss
their Moderation in Pleafures. and
D 4 Paffions 3,
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grity in all their Aions. And, in a
word, we might make appear, that
there is no kind of Vertue, which is
not common to them with #s5: - But;
on the other hand, that there are a
great many confliderable Faults, which
are peculiar to Aen,

Thefe are the gencral and ordinary
Obfervations, -upon what concernes
Womer in reference to the Qualities
of the Mind; the Ufe and Praltice
of which, is the onely thing that
ought to put a Diftintion among(t
Men, A

Now, fince there is not any Ran-
counter, where Aen may not difco-
ver the Inclination, the Genius, the
Vice, the Vertue, and the Capacit
of Perfons ; thofe (who would unde-
ceive themfelves concerning this Sub-
je of PVymen) have alwayes occa-
fion to do fo in Publick, or in Pri-
vate; atthe Court, and at the Con.
vent; .in Recreations, and Exercifes 5
with the Poor, as well as the Rich;
in whatfoever Condition, or Quality
they be, Aund, if we confider fincere.

ly,

Paffions; their Inclination to do good; |
their Prudence in Affairs; their Inte- |
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Iy, and without Intereft, what ma
be obferved on their behalf, we fhall
find, that if there be fome Appearan-
ces which feem lefs favourable to
V¥ Vomen, there are alfo. more which
are moft advantagious for them; that
it is not for want of Merit (but of
good Luck, and Strength) that their
Condition is not Equal to ours:- And;.
in fine, that the common Opinion is.

" but a popular, and ill-grounded Prejust

dice.
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The Second Part:

Wherein is made appear, That the Rea-

Jons which- may be addnced againft
the Opinion of The Equality of the
two Sexes, from DLocts, Oratours,
Hiftorians, Lawyers, and Philofo-
_phers, are el Idle, and.. Fritit=
lefs. /

Hat which confirms. the Vul-

- gar in the thought which
they.-have of VW omen, is,

That they-find it propt, and.
fopported, by the Sentiment of the.
Learned : So that, the Publick Voice
ags
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of thofe who Rule by Credit, agree-
ing in certain general - Appearances, |
to the Difudvantage of VVomens it
is not to be wonderedat, to fee them
fo ill entertained in the Minds of the
Ignorant, and Simple, And, it happens
in this as in a great many  other
things, that" Men confirm themfelves. |
in one Miltake, by another, Preju-.
dice,

The Notion of Truth being Natu-
rally pinn'd to that of Knowledge,
Men_fail not to take that for true,,
which is propofed to them by thofe
who have the Reputation of being
Leatned: And; as the number of
thofe which are fuch only by name,
is far greater than of thefe who are
fo indeed; the generality of Aen
(who only count Heads) do rank
themfelves amongft the former; and
do fo much the more willingly embrace
their Opinions, as they find them con.
formable to fuch as ‘they have alrca-
dy entertained, :

Whercfore, feeing that' Poets, Ora.
tors, Hiftorians- and Philofophers, pro-.
claim (likewife) ¥ Pomen to be Inferi-
qur, le’s Noble, and Perfed, than

Men,
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Meén, they perfwade themfelves there-
of the more, becaufe they are igno-
rant, that their Knowledg is the fame
Prejudice with their own (though of
fome-what greater cxtent, and more
fpecious); and that they do no more,
but joyne, to the Impreffion of Cuftom
the Sentiments of “the Antients; up-
on the Authority of awhom, all their
Certainty is grounded. And I find,
that (in refpect of their Sex) they that

‘have ftudied, and they that have no

Reading, fall commonly into the fame

- Miltake ; whichis, To judge, that what-

foever they (whom they efteem) do
fay, is trues becaufe, they are alrea-
dy perfwaded, that they fay well;
inftead of forbearing to thinkthat, they
fay well, till that they are affured,
that they fpeak nothing but what s
true.

Pocts and Orators, having no’other
Defigne but to pleafe and perfwades
Probability, and appearance of - Truth,
ferves them to deal with the moft part
of Men: So that, Exagoerations and
Hyperbolies, being: moft proper to
that purpofe, in Magnifying and Rai-
fiag their Notions, according as they

have
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Have need, they render Govod or Evil,
Small or Great, at their Pleafure-:
And, by a very ordinary fetch, they
attribute to all #Zomen in generzl,
that which they find but’in fome of
them in particular. It is enough to
them, to have known fome /Pomen
Hypocrites, to make them fay, That
the whole Sex is Guilty of that Fail.
ing; The Orhaments with which they
fet off their Difcourfe, do wonderful-
ly. contribute to gain.them the Credit
of fuch, as are not upon their Guard;
They fpeak fmoothly, and with Grace ;

snd imploy fome certain, pretty, taking

(‘and not common) Formes of Speech ;

whereby. they dazle the Mind, = and

hinder the difcerning of Truth. ;
Men fee agreat many peeces (in
appearance) very ftrong againlt Wo-
men, and yeild therecunto; becaufe
they know not what it is, that makes
up the Force and Verity thereof ;
that itis only the Figuresof Eloquence;

Metaphors, Proverbs, Defcriptions,

Similitudes, Emblems, and ether

Flowers ‘of Rbhetorick : And, becaufe

that there is ordinarily a good deal of

Wit and._ Art in fuch kind of Wo;ks,,

they,
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they imagine ( likewife). that thereis as
much of Truth.

One perfwades: himfelf, that 7770
men love to hear Tales told them ; be-
caufe he hath (perbaps) read the Sonnet
of Sarrazin, upon the Fall of the firft
Womany whomhe feignes only to have
flipt, for lending her Ear to the Flou-
rithes of the Devil. Itistrue, the Fancy
is pleafing, the Caft pretty, the Ap-
plication proper ~enough to his De-
figne, and the Fall moft Ingenious.:
But, if we examine the (Piece to the
“bottom, and turn it intol Profe, we
fhall find, that there can be nothing
more falfe or faint.

There are fome People filly enough
to imagine, that F#Voemen are more
inclined ‘to Fury than 2en; becaufe
they. ‘have read, that the Poets have
reprefented the Furies under the fhape
of ¥Wemen; without confidering; that
this is only a Poctical Fancy : ~And that
Painters, who paint the Harpyes with
the: face of a #Wuman, paiit likewife
the. Devil under the Appearance of 3
Mary, t
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Eihave known, fome undertake to- |

Pprove Wormen Inconftant; from this, That

a famous Zatin Poet hath faid, That
they are fubjed to a continual Change ;
and that another French pog hath
pleafantly compared them to a Wea- |
ther:Cock, which turns with the Wind ;.
Not minding, ‘that all thefe mannersof
Ipeaking are onely fit to tickle, but not
inftruct, the Mind,

Vulgar Eloquence - is 4 fpeaking
Optick, which reprefents Objects up-
der  what fhape and  coloyr Men
pleafe; and there is not any Vertue,
which may not be made appear
Vice, by the Means which Eloguence
affords: :

There'is nothing more ordinary, than:
to find among the Authors, that VVo-
#en are mot {o noble or perfet g
Men; ‘but, for Reafons, we fee none
So that, there is great likely-hood,
that they have taken their Perfwafi-
ons as the Vulgar do,

Women have no fhare with us in Exs
ternal . Advantages,  as Sciences ' and
Authority, wherein en commonly
place Perfedtion; and therefore, they
arenot fo perfe@ as we,

But,
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But, to be ferioufly convinced’ of
this, it cught to be proved, That
they are not thereto admitted, becaufe

| they are not at all proper; but that

| isnot fo eafic as Men conceive : Nor

thall it be difficult (in the Sequel) to

| make the contrary appear; and that

the Errour arifeth from this, That AZen
have but a confufcd Notion of Perfedti-

on and Nobility.

All the Arguments of thofe who
maintain, That the lovely Sex is nei-
ther fo Noble, nor Excellent as ours,
are founded on this, That Aen being
the Mafters, they believe that all is
theirown: And 1amaffured, that the
would more ftrongly believe the contr
ry,(I mean,that the Men are only cut out
for the P Fomen). if they-had all the
Authority in their Hands, asin the Em-
pire of the Amazens.

It is true, that here amongft us
they difcharge no Offices, but what
are efteemed the Loweftr And, it
is alfo true, that (upon that account)
neither Keligion, nor Reafon, values
them the lefs. There is nothing bafe
and low but Vice, rior great but Ver-
tue: And, PVomen fhewing greater

Vertue




66 The aWoman ag
Vertue than aze, (in their lefler Im-
ployments), deferve likewife ‘to be
more efteemed. And yet, [ know not,
whether (in regard of their ordinary
Charge, which is to Nurfe and Bring-

up their Childyen), they are not wor-

thy of the firg Place in Civil Socje-
ty. : ,
Were we free, and without Com-

i mon-Wealth, ‘we'iweuld  not. s

ble our felves together ; but.for the
better Prefervation of Life, in the
peaceable Enjoyment of thofe things
which are neceffary thereto ; and would
have greater Effeem for thofe who
thould hereunto contribute in greateft
meafure,

It is by reafon of this, that we are
accuftomed to look on our Prince, as
the chief Perfon of the State ; becaufe
his Care and Fore. fight is the moft
general, and of greatelt  Extent ;
and, by Proportion, we Refpect thofe
that are under him. Mot part of
Men preferr Souldiers to Judges, be-
caufe they diredtly oppofe” themfelves
to thofe who (in moft terrible manner)
attack our Lives; and every one fets
a Value upon Perfons, as they judge
them

|
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| them more or lefs ufeful. 8o that,

Woemen feem to be the moft Eftima-
ble, fince their Service ( which they
rendet-to the Publick) is incompara-
bly greater than that of el others who-
foever. ' i
Jermight abfolutely difpenfe with
Princes, Souldiers, and Merchants, as
they did in the beginning of the
¥World 5 and as Savages do {till, even

| to this Day: But, in our Infancy,

we cannot be without - Women: In
States thatare well pacified, the molt
part of thofe who have Authority,
are as Mer dead and ufelefs; but
Women never ceafe to be neceflary to
us. ‘The Minifters of Juftice are on-
ly proper to preferve Goods and E-
flates, to thofe who poffefs them;
but Women, to preferve Life. Soul-
diers are employed for Aem, grown
up, and capable to defend themfelves;
but Women labour for Afen, when as
yet they know not what they are, if
they have Enemics, or Friends; and
at that time, when they have no o-
ther Arms but Tears, againft fuch as
attack them. Mafters, Magiftrates,
and Princes, do mot often- times beftit

them-
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any other [tat
foever,

There is uothing (then) but Fa
which ~ renders them lefs Valuable, ¢

The Woman ag
themfelves, but for Glory,
cular Intereft; when o
thing but for the good of the Chil
dren, whom they breed. In fhort. The
Pains, the Cares, the Troubles, and
Affiduitics, to which the
felves,. can in no

<

Men would lurgely Reward him who

ad tamed 4
the Skill ¢o ¢

Tyger: Such who have

rain. Horfes, Apes, and

Elephants, are well * confidered of ;
and we fpeak, with Elogy, of a Man
that hath compofed a fmall Work,
which hath coft him but little time apd
P3ins; And fhall we neglet Wormen,
that fpend many Years in breed-

ing and formj
enquire into
fhall find, jt

ng of Chuldren? If we
the Reafon thereof, we
is, Becaufe the one is

(onely) more ordinary than the o.
ther,

What #ip

dice of Women,

orians fay to the Preju-
makes deeper Im-

preffion on the Minds of Men, than
the  Difcourfes of Orators; For, gs

they

and parti-
7 do no-

¥y cxpofe them-
wife be-matched in
(of Civil Society} what-

ncy,




| . when any one brings againft them the

Good as the Pan. 69

| they feem to put forth nothing of their

own Heads, fo is their Teftimony lefs

| fufpeced : Befides, that it is fuitable

to that whereof Men are already per-
fwaded, when they report Women to
have been in former times, the fame
which they are believed to be at pre-
fent. But all the Authority which
they have upon the fpirits of Aem,

_is nothing but a very common Preju-

dice, in regard of Antiquity; which

| Men teprefent to themfelves, under
| the Image of a Venerable Old Aan,

who (having much Wifdom and Ex-
perience) is uncapable of being de-
ceived, or of fpeaking any thing but
Truth. 3

Whil't, in the mean time, the An-
tients are no lefs Men than we are,
and as much fubjeét to Errour; and
we ought no more at prefent to affent
to their Opinions, than we- would
have dene in their own times,  Aden
heretofore ‘confidered Womer as now
they do, and with as little Reafon:
So, whatfoever M:n fay concerning
that, ought to be fufpected; feeing
they are both Judge and Party. And

Sen-
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Sentiments of a thoufand Authors,
that Hiftory is only to be confidered,
as a Tradition of Prejudices and Mi-
ftakes. There is, alfo, as little Fide-
lity and Exaitude in Antient Hiffo-
7ées, as there is in Familiar Rehear-
fals;  wherein we fufficiently know,
that there  js (almoft) mone at all,
They that have wrote Them, have
there-with mingled their Paffions and
Intereft; and the moft part (having
but had confufed Notions of Vice and
Vertue) have often miltaken the’ one
for the other. And thofg, who like-
wife Read Them  (with the ordinary
Pre-occupation) fail not to run into the
fame Fault, :

In the Prejudice wherein they have
been engaged, they have made it their
bufinefs, - to exaggerate and raife the
Vertues, and Advantages, of their own
Sex; and to 'debafe and weaken the
Metit of ¥ Pomen, by a contrary In-
terelt :  This is fo eafie to be difco-
vered, that [ need not adduce Inftan-
ces ;

Notwithftanding, if we can but a litt]e
rip-up what is paft, we may find e-
nough to prove, that Wumen haye not in
any
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| any thing yielded to men ; and that the
gVertuc\which they have made appear,
{ hath been more excellent: if we fincerely
| confider all the Circumftances thereof,
{ we may obferve, thatthey have givin
| as great markes of Wit, and Capacity,
| upon all occafions ; That there have been
i fome who have’ governed great States
| and Empires with W ifdom, and modera-
{ tion, that cannot be parallel'd : others
; who have rendred Juftice with an ia-
| tegrity equall to that of the drhenian
| Areopagites ; Many, who by their pru-
" dence, and counfells, have reftablifhed
peace, and tranquillity to ‘Kingdomes,
and a throne to their Husbands. Some
have been feen at the head of Armies,
or with a courage more than Heroical
defendipg themfelves upon the walls
of Townes, How many have there
been, whofe Chatftity could receive
| no blemifh, neither by the terrible
. threats, ¥ nor fplendid promifes which
men made to them, and who with a
Generous, and aftonithing Gallantry,
| have endured the meft horrible tor-
ments, for the caufe of Religion !
| How: many have there been, whohave
rende red  themfelves as compleat as
qea

T
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men in all forts of Sciences! who have
dived into the moft Curious Sccrers of
Nature, the mott quaint of Policy, the
moft folid of Morality, and who have
Elevated themfelves to the highelt Pitch
of Chriftian Divinity ! So that Hiitory,
which the prejudiced abufe againit that
Sex to abafe it, may ferve to thofe
who look thereon with the eyes of e-
quity, to prove thatit isinall refpects
as noble as our own.

The Authority of Laws has a great
Weight upon many men, as to that
which concerns the Women, becaufe
they make particular -profeffion of ren-
dering to every one their right. They
place the Wives under the Juri-
di¢tion of their Husbinds, as children
under the power of their fathers; and
alledge, that it is Nature that hath af-
figned them the fmaller functions of So-
ciety, and placed themat diltance from
publick/ Authority.

Men think them(elves (ufficientlygroun-
ded fo fay the fame after them: but I
hope it is lawfull without wounding
the Refpect which is their due, todif-
fer from them in Judgment. We thould
ftrangely puzzle them, If we obliged

them
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%themto explain themfelves intelligibly
| about that which they call Nature in
| this cafe, and make us underftand in
jwhat manner fhe ‘hath diftinguithed
| the two Scxes, as they pretend,

We muit confider that they who
{have made or compiled the Law, be-
{being men, have favoured their own
(Sex; as /' Vomen pofibly might have
| done had they been in their place:
| And Laws being made fince the Confti-
| tution of Societics,in the fame manner in
‘refpect of 'Women as they are at pre-
fent; the Lawyers who had: likewife
their prejudice, have attributed to Na-
‘ture a diin@ion, which is only draw-
'en from Cultome, befides that it was
 not at all necefliry to ' change the or-
 der which they“found fetled, for ob-
taining the end that they propofed,
| which was the good govcrnment of a
 State by the adminiftration of juftice.
' To be fhort, if they fhould be head-
ftrong, to hold, that' Womer are natu-
rally in a condition of dependance
-upon men; we might fight them with
‘their own weapons, fince they them-
felves acknowledge dependance, and
fervitude, to be contrary to the order
of Nature, whichrenders all mankind

equal. E Dependence
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+force, or cuftome; except in the cafl

Dependence being a meer Corporal, i
and Civil Relation, ought not:to bej
confidered but as an' effcét of chance; 3
1R
of Children to thofe: who have givent

. them life. And yet neither does thatigds
.. pafs a certain age, wherein men being i)
- fuppofed to have reafon, and experi-i+
.. ence enough to guide themfelves, areis

{freed by the Lawes, from the authoris il
ty of an other. i
Amongft petfons of an equalor noti

..much different age, there ought only

to be a reafonable fubordination, ac+
¢ording to which thofe who  have lefs
underitanding , willingly fubmit thems
{elves to fuch as have more;  And if
we remove the Civil Priviledgds, which
the Laws, have beftowed om men, and
which- eftablith them heads of the fa-
mily ; we cannoz find betwixe thém,n
and their wives, any  other:fubmiffion:

~but that of Experience, and Knowledge:

toth one, andother freely engage them-
felves at the fame time, when, the
VVives have afimuch, and often more
tudgment than Husbands. « Theitf
®romifes and Govenants of Marriage dre
reciproca! 5 eand the power eguak upom

3
2
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oue-and others Body ; Andif the Lawes
give the Husband more Authority o!
ver the eftate, Nature allawes the
Wife more power, and right, over the
Children. And as the will of the one
is not the Rule of the other; if the
wife be obliged to do what the Hus.
band minds het of, he isno lefsbound
to follow the advertifements ‘of, the
Wife, when fhe tells him his duty ¢
And, excepe it be in matters juft, and
reafonable, the Wife is not to be
conftrained to fubmit her felf to the
pleafure of her Husband, unlefs you'l
fay that_he is fironger; which is the
dealing of a Turk with a Moore, and

not of Ader of reafon. ,
We fhall not need much trouble to
tid our felves of the opinion of the
Learned, of whom Ihave fpoken : be-
caufe we may eafily be fatisfied  that
their’ profeflion does not engage them
to fo exad an enquity into the nature
of things; Appearances, and probabili-
ties;, are fufficientfor Poets andOrators;
The Teftimony of Antiquity to Hiltori-
ans; And Cuftome and Pradice to
Lawyers, to bring them to their inten-
ded end: But as t5 the Sentiment of
B2 Fhilofophers,
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Philofophers, we muftnot fo eafily pafs'
it; feeing that they feem to be'above
all the preceding confiderations, as in-
deed they ought to be; and that they
are thought to try matters more frict-
by ;5 which gaines them the common
credit, and makes it believed unquefti-
onable what they .affert, efpecially
when' they contradi€t not the received

. opinions,

So the common Péople confirm them-
felves in the opinion, that there is in-
cquality betwixt the two Sexes, becaufe
they fee thofe whofe Judgements they*
regard as-the ‘meafures of their owm,
and the fame opinion; not knowing that
the moft part of Phofophers walk by
no other Rule than that of the Vulgar,
and that it isnotby Vertue of Science
or Rnowledge, that they often dictate
efpecially concerning the matter in’
hond. They have carryed their preju-
dices even to the Schools,  where
they have learned nothing that might
ferve to difengage them there-from :

i On the contrary, all their Scienge is
! founded upon the Judgements that
-they have made from their Cradle ;
¢hnd with them it is'a crime or Et-
rour
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4 rour to call- in queftion that which’
| they believed before the years of dif-
4 cretion, They are not taught toknow
§ Man by the body, nor by the foul :
/4 And that which they teach, commonly
i may very well ferve to- prove,. that
4 betwixr us, and beafts, there isno o-
4 ther diffcrence, but that of Lefler
4 and Greater in the Same kind. They
4. hear not @ word of Sexes : They are
1 fuppofed toknow them fufficiently al.
| ready; Very far from Examining the
Chpacity, and real and natural diffe-
rence, betwixt them; whichis one of
the molt curious, and probably alfo
the moft important Queftion of -all
natural or Moral FPhuofiphy. They
fpend whole years, and fome-dll their
lives, at Trifles, and Entia Rations,be-
ing no where to:be found without

i their own Brains; and to plod and
find-out, whether or not, there be be-
yond the world imaginary Spaces 5 and

| whether the atoms or fmall duft which
| appeares inthe Beams of the Sun, may
| be  iliced out into infinite parts.
| What folid ground can we lay upon,
what the' fearned of this kind fay,
when we are to treat of ferious, and in-
portant matters 2 E .2 Men

S ek e,
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Men may think, neverthelefs, that <!
(thovgh they be fo ill taught them-
felves, yet)  their Principles (pro- |
bably) are fufficient to difcover, which
of the two Sexes have (naturally) the
advantage of the other; But nonec éan
think fo, but fuch who either know
themnot, or are pre-poffeffed thereby. 4
The Knowledge of our felvés, isab-
folutely neccffary to “enable us, " for
the handling of ‘that Queftion aright; *
! and efpecially, the knowledge of our
i Body, which is the Organ of Scien-
i .Jti ces; after the fame manner, as for
i to know how Telefcopes, and Glaffes of
f ;‘?;‘ _Approach, magnifie the Objecs: we
1t muft know the Fathion of them. They
:‘.‘ér touch not this butin paffing, no more
i than they do Truth, and Science [
! mean, the Method of acquiring true
and certain Knowledges; without
it which, it is impoffible to eXamine,
Whether or not ##omen be as capa-
ble thereof, as our felves ? And, with.
out amufing my felf to repeat the No-
tions that they give us thereon, I fhali
declare (in general) what my Thoughts
are thereof,

All
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. All Man-kind being made alike,
4 Have the fame Sentiments, and Noti-
4 ons, of Natural things; for example,
) of Light, Heat, and Hardnefs; Andall
| theKnowledge which we labout to gai
|
|
y

there-from, is reduced to this, That
we may truly find out what ‘s the
Dilpofition (intérnal and external) of
every Objedt, which produceth in us ~

|. the thoughts, and conceits, which we

| have of them. All that Mafters can

. do, to guide us to this Knowledge,
is but, So to apply our Minds to what
we-remarl, that we may examine the
Appearances and Effeds thereof, with-
out Precipitation” or Prejudice; and
to fthew us the Order, which we are
to- obferve in “the ranking of our
}'houghts, fot to find what we look
or.

For inftance, If an Illiterate Perfon
fhould defire me to exphin to him,
Wherein confifts the Liquidity of Wa-

| ter; I would not affert any thing, but
only ask him, What he had obferved
thereof ? How, that if Water be not
contained in a Veffel, it theds? that
is to fay, that all the Parts thereof
feparate and difunite of themfelves,

E 4 with
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without the Intermixtion of any other %
Body; that we may thruit there-into |
our - Fingers ‘without trouble, and :
without finding Refilance as from
harder Bodies?* And that, in putting
therein, Sugar or Salt, we perceive;
that thefe ‘two Bodies - diffolve ‘picce
and piece ; and ithat all the Parcels
thereof are difperfed through the feve-
ral parts of the Liquor,

Hitherto, Lthould reach him nonew
thing; And if i(after: the fame man-
nei) Ihaditold him, What it is to
in Repofe, or in: Motion; [
thould. have brought him to- acknow-
ledge; that the Nature of Liquors con-
fift in this, That their - infenfible Par-
ticles are in perpetual Motion; which
requires them to be enclofed ina Vel
fel, and difpofes them to give ea-
fie Entry to' hard” Bodies: . And .\
that the Particles of Water, which
are little, glib, and pointed, (infinua-
ting themfelves into the Pores of the
Sugar) thake and divide the Parts
thereof, by their Juftling; and, mo-
ving themfelves every way, tranfport
with theminto all ‘the Quarters of
the Veffel, that which they have fepa-
rated, This
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This Notion of ‘Liguors (which is
| aPart, taken from the Body of Na-
| tural Philofophy) would appear a great
deal moré clear, if we faw it in its
| proper Place and Order: andit hath
| nothing, which the meancft fort of
\ PVomen are not able to’ underitand.
' The reft of all our Knowledges (be-
| ing propofed in Order apd Method)
. haveno greater Difficulty = And if we
| confider attentively, we fhall find, that
. every Science of Reafoning, requires
but lefswit and time, than is neccffa-
ty to learn to make Point or Ta-
piftry.

In effe®, the Notions of Natural
things are neceflary; and we form
them alwayes aftér the' fame man-
ner: Adam 'had them+as we haves
Children have them as Old Men, and
VWPomen as Men: And thefe Tdes's
are renewed, confrrmed, and enter-
tained, by the continual ufe of Senfe.
The Mind is alwayes in A&tion; and
he that knows well iow it proceeds in
one thing, difcovers (without trouble)
how it works in.all others. There is
nothing ‘but More and Lefs) betwixt
the Imprcffion made by the Sun, and

E s thae ¢
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that of a Spark of Fire: And, to
think well thereon, there is neither
need of great Skill, nor Excrcife of
Body. i

Itis not fo, in the Works of which
1 have fpoken. There is need of grea-
ter Application of Spirit; the idea’s
thereof  being  Arbitrary, - are  har- |
der to be learned, and tetained;
which is the caufe, that fo much'time is
neceflary for to Learn (well) a Trade,
becaufe it depends on long Exercife,
There is Skill required, rightly to
obferve the Proportions on a Canvas;
to Diltribute ecqually the Silk or the
Wool; to mingle with Exactnefs the
Colours;  neither to joyne too clofe,
nor- keep too open, the Points;. to
place no more in one Rank, than in
another; to make the little Knots im-
perceptible. In a word, One muft
know to make and vary, in a thou-
fand different Wayes the Works -of
Art, to be skillful therein; when, as
in Sciences, ‘there is nomore required,
but an orderly viewing of Works al-
ready mude, and alwayes Lniform:
and, all the difficulty of Succels there-
in, procceds more from the Incapaci-
1y
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ty rof Mafters, than from the ' Ob-
je@s, ot Dilpofition of the Bo-
d

We muft not then (any more) won-
der to fee Men, and VFomen, {with-
out Study) entertain themfelves, a-
bout things which concern Sciences;
fince the Method of Teaching of them,
ferves only to certific our Judgements,
which are confounded by Precipitation,
Cuftom, and Ufe.: ;

The Notion .which we have given
of Knowledge (ingeneral) might {uf.
fice to perfwade unprejudiced Perfons,
That Men and V¥ omer' ave cqually
capable thercof ; But, becaufe the con-
trary Opinion is molt deeply rooted,
we muft (for the intire plucking of
it up) Fight it by Principles; to the
end, that (‘joyning the Appearances,
agreeing, to. the Beautiful Sex, which
have been prefented in the 3FFirf Iart,
with the Natufal Reafons which we
fhall here-after adduce ) Aer may
fully be convinced, in favour of
it
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Thar Women ( confidered according
to, the Pringiples .of Sound Philo=
- fophy) are as capable as Men; of

all Sorts of Sciences,

“T"is cafic to be Remarked, That
the Difference of Sexes, regards only
the Body: there being no other, but
that Part-( properly) which-ferves for
the Produ®ion of Afer:  And, the
|l Spirit concurring no other'way butiby
\ its Confent (which it lends to -all:af>
ter the {ame manner) we may con-
clude, 'That in‘it there is no Sex'at
all :
If we confider it in our felves, we
find it equal, and of the'fame Nature
in-all Men, and capable of allfores of
Thoughts ;  The fuallett bufic it as welk
agthe greateft; and there is no lefs:
| required tothe right -knowing of
i Grat, than of an Elephunt : Whofo
cver knows wherein confifts the Light
(and Fire) of a Spatkle; knows alfo,
the Light of the Sun. When we ase
accuftomed to reflett on things which
only concern the Spirit, we perceive

the

therein all (at leaft) ‘as clearly, as in -

L
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e molt material things which are

“difcerned by the fenfes. . I can difto-
ver no greatcr diffexence between. the

Spirit of a dull,. and ignorant man,

and of that one who is delicate;and inge-

nious; than betwixt. the Spirit of the

fame man confidered at the age of ten
years, and at theage of Fourty: And
fince there appeareth no more betwixt

that of the two Sexes, we may affirm,
that their difference isnoton that fide,

the conftitution of the body ; But par-
ticularly the-Education, Exercife, and

the impreffions that come fromall that
does furround us, being every where
the Natyral, and Senfible .canfes of
fo many. diverfitics as are obferved

therein.

It is God who: unites the:Soulto the
body of.a Woman, as to that of a Man,
and who joynes them by .ahe fame
Lawes. The fentiments, the paffions;
and inclinations, make and.entertain
that Union; And the Spirit operating
after the fame manner in the one as
well as the other, »is there equally ca-
pable of the fame things. .

This is yet more clear, when we
confider onely the Head,. the fole or-

gans
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gane of Sciences, and ‘where" the foul .

The Woman ds

exercifeth all .its funcions; the moft

exact Anatomy remarks to us no dif- |
ference in this part between Aen, and -

Women, - their brain is altogether like
to ours : The impreffions of fenfe are

received, and mufter themfelves there

in‘the fame fathion, and are no otherwife
preferved fot kmagination, and Memo-
ry.. Women hear, - as we do, by-the
ears; they fee by the eyes; and they taft
with  the. Tongue ; And there is no-
thing peculiar in the difpofition of
thefe Organs, but that the Women have
them ordindrily more delicate, which
is an advantage.  So' that the out-
ward objects affe@s thens after the
the fame manner, Light by the eyes,
and Sound by the eares.  Who can
hinder them then to apply themfelves to
the confideration of themfelves? To
Examine in what confifts the nature
of the foul; how many kinds of
thoughts there are, and how they are
excited by occafion of certaincorporeal
Motions ; to confult afterwards the na-
tural Notions, which they have of God'’s
and to begin with things Spiritual to
difpofe in order their thoughts, and o
frame
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frame to themfelves that Science which
we call, the Metaphyficks 2

Since they have alfo eyes, and hands,
may they not make themfelves, or fee
others petform, the diffection of an
humane body ? confider the Symmetry,
and ftruture thereof ; obferve the di-
verfity, difference, and relation of its
parts: their figures, their motion, and
fun@ions ; the Alterations to which they
are Subject? and to copclude, on the
means to preferve them in good difpofi-
tion, and to reftore it to them, when
it is changed. 3

.They nced no more for this, butte
know the nature of Extrinfical bodies,
which have any reference to their own,
difcover their Properties, and all that
renders them capable of making any
impreffion good or bad thereon; this
is known by the aid of the Senfes,
and by the various Experiments that
are made upon them: And Women be-
ing equally capable of the one as well
as the other, might leatn  as well a3
we, Phyfick.and Medicine,

Is there need of fo ‘much under-
ftanding, to know, that Breathing 1s ab-
folutely neceffary for the prcfcrvatior;

0
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of life;;-and that itis ‘performed by the
means of the Air, which entering by
the pipe of the nofe and mouth, is

* infinuated'into the lungs, for the cool-

ing of the blood which paffeth that way
in" Circulation, and there caufeth dif:
ferent Alterations, according as it is -

more or lefs Grofs by-the Mixture of - |

Vapours, and Exhortations, with which
we fee it fometimes blended,

Is it a matter fo difficule ‘to difco=
ver, ‘that the’ taft of Food confifts on
the part of thebody(in the different man:
ner how it is allayed on the tonguey
by the Spitle ? There isno Perfon, but
finds “aftet ‘meals, ‘that the Vi&uals
which'then are put into the mouth, be:
ing divided quite otherways than thofe
with- which we are Nourifhed, caufe
there ‘a Senfation lefs pleafing. That
which remains to be known of the
FunCtions of Mdns body; being con-
fidered in order, have nothing more
of difficulty

The Paffions arecertainly that which
is moft Curious in this matter: We
niay therein obferve two things, the
Motions of the body, with the thoughts
and ‘ftirrings of the Soul;- which con
curr
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curr in them, Women may know this
a5 cafily as we do. And as to the
catfes which excite Paffions, we know
how they do it, When we have once
by the ftudy of  Natural Philofophy
comprehended their manner, how GCit=
cumarbient things affect and touch us 5
And by experience, and ufe; how we
thereto apply, or feparate, our wills
and inclinations.

In making regular Meditations up-
on the obje¢ts of the three Sciences lattly
fpokenof, a Woman may obferve, that
the order. of her thoughts ought to fol-
low that of Nature ; thatthen theyare
exa¢t when they are conform theretos s
that there is nothing but haft; and
precipitation in onr Judgements, ~which
hinders that cxactituie. ~And marking
confequentiallythe Oeconomy which fhe
hath ebferved to attain thereto, fhe may
malse R fA-&ions, which may ferve her
as a Rule for the future, and form
to her-felf there-from a Logick.

If it be objc&ed notwithftanding of
this, That Womenby themfelves could
never acquire  thefe knowledgess
(‘which is but faid) ; at leaft we can-

not deny, but thas with the help of
Maftets
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Mfters, and Books, they might; As
the ableft ‘men in all ages * have
done.

It is_enough to alledge the acknow-
ledged: property of the Sex, to prove
it capable of underftanding ‘the pro-
portions of the Mathematicks : And
we fhould contradi® our felves to
doubt, that if it applyed it felf to the
making of Engincs, it would fucceed
as well therein as our ‘own ; fince we

our felves allow it more invention and
artifice,

There is need but of eyes, and a - i

little attention, jn obferving the Ap-
Pearances of pature, To make us re-

mark that the Sun, and all the Luminous !

Bodyes of the Heavens, are real Fires,
fince they heat, and light us, in the
fame manner as the Fires here belows;
that they appear'd fucceffively to anfwer
to feveral parts of the earth, and fo
be able to judge of their Motion and
Courfe: And whofoever can roul in
his head great defigns, and fet to
work the Movements  thereof, may
there likewife with exanefs tirn
the whole Machin of the World,
if he' have but once. well Obrﬂd
ve
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ved the diverfe Appearances of the
fame.

We have already found in Women,
all the Difpofitions which render
Men proper for the Sciences, which con-
cern them (feparately) in themfelves:
And, if we'continue to confider them
within- diftance, we fhall alfo fird in
them thofe which are neceffary for the
Sciences; which regard them, astyed al-

~ together with their like in Civil Society,

It'is a Fault in Pulgar Philofophy,
to place amongft Sciences fo great a
Diltinction ; that, following that pe-
culiar Method of it, we cannot ac-
knowledge any Tye or Coherence 3=
mongft them: which is. the caufe,
that we reftrain fo much the Ex-
tent of Humane Underftanding ; itna-
gining to our felves, that the fame
Man is never (almoft) capable of
many Sciénces; that, to be fit for Va-
tural Phylsfophy ot Medicize, one is
not - thereby proper for Rbhetorick, or
Divinity : and that there ought to
be as many different Capacities; as there
are Sciences, in the World,

This
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This Thought proceeds on ' the one
hand, from this, That M:» confound
(ordinarily)  Nature with Cultome 3
in taking the Difpofition of certain
Perfons to one Science, rather than a-
nother, for an Effe& of their Natu-
ral: Conflitution; when indeed, it is
often but a .Cafual. Inclination, com-
ing from Neceffity, Education, or Ha-
bit: And, on the other hand, for
want of having Remarked; that there
is (properly) but one Science in the
World, which is the Rnowledge
of our felves; and, that all others are
o?ely particular Applications there-
of.

In cfc@, the Difficulty which we
find at this day to learn the Tongues,
Mearal Philofophy, and the reft ; con-
filts only in this, That we know not
how  to referr them to this general
Science :- From whence, itsmay have
arrived, That all thofe who have be-
Yieved W omen capable of Natural Philo-

Jopky and Asedicine, may not have there-"

fore judged them capable of the Sci-
ences that we are to fpeak of.. Hoty-
ever, the Difficulty is the fame on
both fides: It is the bufincfs in All,
to

I
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| to-think aright: ‘And this we do, by
. applying ferioufly eur Minds, to the
| Objects which reprefent themfelves to
| us; that we may raife from them
. clear and diftint Notions; that we
. may eye them in all their different Fa-
. ces and Relations; and -that we may
. pafs no Judgement thereon, but upon
what appears manifeftly true. With
this we need no more, but to dif-
* pofe our Thoughts in a Natural
Order, for the obtaining of a petfect
Science : -And here, there is nothing
too High for Women; For, fuch of
them who may ‘be (by this way) in-
firuted in Natural Philofophy and
Medicine , may - likewife ( by the
fame) become capable of all o-
thers.

Wherefore, might they not perceive,
that the neceffity of living in Soci-
ety, obliging us to Communicate our
Thoughts by fome External Signes;
the moft expedient of all othery, is
$peech; which confits in the ufe of
Words, agreed on amonglt Aen,
That we ought to have as many of
them, as we have Notions of things ?
That they ought to have fome Rela-

tion
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tion of- Sound and Signification one
with another, to make us learn and

retain them  with more eafe, and:

that we fhould not be forced to mul-
tiply . them infinitely ?  That they
muit be Marfhalled in the Order
moit natural, and fuitable, to our
Tnoughts; and that we thould not
€mploy more in Difcourfe, than what
may be enough to make us be under-
ftood ?

Thefe Reflexions might put a ws-
maz. in Condition, to labour (like a
Virtuofi) for the perfecting of her
Moather - Tongue; by reforming, and
cutting off the bad  Words, introdu-
cing of New, Regulating Cuftom by
Reafon, and the true Notions which
we have of Languages: And the Me-
thed, by which (he might have Lear-
ned the Language of her Country,
would wonderfully help her to the
attaining of that of Strangers, to dif:
cover the Delicacies thercof, to read
Authors, and to become moft exa®
in Grammar, and that which is called
Humanity, 2

Womer (as well as Aen) Difcourfe
of . things, to makc them be nnder.
ftood,




@oon. ag the Qan, 0%
{tood, in the fame manner; as they
know them; and to difpofe others' to
do as they would have them, which
is called Perfwading: In this they
Naturally fucceed better than.we, And
yet; to perform it ftill with Art; they
have no more to do, but to {tudy to
reprefent things, as they prefent them-
felves to them ; or as they would re-
prefent. them to themfelves, if they
weré in thePlace of thofe whom they
would- affed. ; :
Al uMen, (being made after: the
| fame manner) are. (almoft) alwuyes
| moved: in like- mianngr-; by, Objc&s;
| Ands: if there berany Difference, it
| proceeds from their Inclivations, their
Habits;, or their: Quality; which a
VW oman; wight know, with alittle Re-
flexion, and Cuflom :-:And, being able
| to-difpofe het Ehovghts -in sthe man-
| ner: moft comvenient; . cxprefs them
neatly, and with Grace; adding there-
to, tthe Geflures, the Air. of the
Countenange, and the Voice, themight
become Miftzefs of the moft perfect E-
loquence, i
It is not credible, that ¥ 7oemen can fo
highly. practife Vertue,~ without beitr)xlg
able

|
{
{
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able to penetrate into the Fundamen-

tal Maxims thereof : In effe®, a F7o.
man already fo inftructed as we above

reprefented her, might  difcover of ©

‘her felf the Meafures ‘of her Con-

du®, by difcovering the three kinds
of Duties which comprehend all Mo-
rality 3 of which, the firft.regards God,
the fecond our Selves, and the ‘third
our Neighbour. The clear and di-
ftin¢t Notions, which fhe may have
formed of her Spirit, and the Unj=
on thercof ‘with the Body, nuft ‘(in-
fallibly) Tead her to acknowiedge,
That. there is ‘another Spirit Infinite,
the Author of dll Nature; and toen-
tertain of Him the Sentiments, upon
which Religion s founded,” And af-
ter, having (‘by Narural Phil fophy)
learned ‘wherein' it is, that Senfual
Pleafure does confift,and in what'manner,
External Things ‘contribute to the Per-
fedtion of the Mind, and the Prefer-
vation of the Body; fhe cannot fail
to conclude, That we mult be great
Encmiesto our felves, if we ufe them
not with great Moderation. And, if
fhe come, in Sequel, to corifider her
Sclf, as engaged-in Givil Socicty, with
others
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lothers of the fame Nature, fubject
ito the fame.Paffions, and to the ne-
‘ceffities (which can not be fatisfied
‘without mutual affiltance);(he muft with-
jout trouble fall upon this thought upon
{which depends all our Juftice, That we
lought todo'to others as we would be
Idone to ; and, that we oughtto bridle
ithofe defires, whercof the exorbitancy
i which is called Lufting or Covetouf-
nefs, occafions all the trouble, and all:
‘the unhappinefs of life.

She might the more ftill confirm
ther felf in the perfwafion of the laft
 of thefe dutics, if the advanced, and
j carried on her thoughts, to the point
{ of difcovering the ground of Policy,
| and of Law and Juftice,  And, as both
| the one and other, only regard the
| duties of men amongff themfelves,
| the would judge, that, Fully tocompre-
| hend to what it is that they are obliged
| incivil Society,we muit underftand what
| it is that hath inclined men to efta-
| blith it.  She would then confi fer them
| as out of any fuch Society, and find
| them all intirely free, and cqual, with
| the defire only to preferve themfelves,
| and a right alike to all upon every
| B thing
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thing that might be neceffary therctos}
But fhe finding that this equality en-
,8ageth men in: warr, or ‘continual
_miftruft (a thing contrary to their erd):
«the light of nature would di&ate, that
«they could not live in peace, without:
.that cvery one yeelded fome what |
-of his right, and came to covenants,
and contracts: And that to render
thefe Actions valid, and ftop all Jea- |
loufiy, it would be ncceffary to have |
«recourfe to a third perfon, who taking |
aipon hint Authority, might force cvery |
-one to perform what they had promi-
fed to others; That he being chofen |
only for the good of his fubjects, ought |
to have no other defigne; And that |
to obtain the end of «his inflituti- |
.on, it -is neceflary he fhould be the |
Matfter of Lives, and Etates ; of Peace |
and of Warr. M
In Examining this matter, and the |
depth, what would hinder a Woman
that fhe thould not difcover, What na-
tural equity is;” What are Contract,
Authority, and Obedience ; what is the
nature of Law, the ufe of Penalties’;
wherein confit the civil Law, and that
of Nations; what are the duties of |
Princes,
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‘Princes, and of Subjects : And ina
\word, by her proper Reflexions, and by
\Books; the might learn all that is-neceffas

|ry to make a Lawyer and a Statessman.
| After that, fhe may have. obtained
|a perfect knowledge of her-felf, and
{be folidly inftruéted in the general rules
lof the conduét of Men, Probably fhe
\would become curious to inform her felf
lallo how it is that menlive in ftrange
 Countreys. And as fhe had obferved,;
that . the changes of weather, of fea-
fons, of place, of age, of dyet, com-
\pany, andexercifes, had occafioned in
ther, alterations and different paffi.
lons, fhe needed not much trouble to
find_that thefe diverfities. produce the
fame effe® in regard of whole nati-
‘ons.: That they have  Inclinations,
Cuftoms, Manners, -and Laws diffe.
rent according as they are more near, or
diftant from Seas, the South.or North,
‘according . ds their: countrey s - plain
or imountainous, watered with Rivers,
and "Woody,: ‘the foil more or lefs
fruitfully the particular ‘kind of Food
whichit bringeth forth; And according
to : Commerce,  and the affaits which
they “have _with other Neighbouring or
{ i F 2 remote
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-wemote people: fhee might ftudy allf
thefe things, and fo learn what are the ©
‘Manners, the Riches, thesReligon, the |
“Gevernment, and the Interefts of twen-‘@w
ty or thiety different Nations, as ea
fily as of fo many privaté families,
For 'what concernes the Situation of ||
‘Kingdomes, how Seas' to Lands, lles
to the Continent do anfwer; thereis
o more difficulty to learn it in a Mapp; .
than to know - the feveral quarters |
and fireets: of ‘a:Town; or thefthigh- |
wayes of the countrey,where ene liveth,
The Knowledge of the prefent, might |
breed in her defire alfo'to know what [
is paft: And that which fhe may have
retained of Geography, “would afford
her ‘great affitance in this Defigne, ena-
bling her better to underftand  affairs; |
as Warrs, Voyages, and Negoations) |
marking to her the placesiwhere they |
have hapned'; the Paffages, Roads, and L
the boundings of States; But the'skill
whichfhe 'may have obtained ofithe
Tranfa&ions of men “in general, by the
refletions which fhe may ‘have made
upon her felf, would. bringcher 'into
the Myftery of Policy,> Intereft " and
Paffions; and help her tordifcoverthe |
moving
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| moving wheele, and fpring, of entet~
iprizes, the fountain and fource of re-
svolutions, and to fupply in great tn-
{dertakings the leffer things which have
{made them profper, and which have
lefcaped Hiftories :- And following their
itrue  Wotions, which~ fhe: hath of
Vice, and Vecftue ; (he may obferve
ithe flattery, paffion, and: ignorance of
iAuthors 5 and to guard her felf from the
. Corruption, which infect men in read.
1ing of Hiftories, where thefe faultsare
| commonly mingled.  As the ancient po-
Jicy , was not fo refined”as the modern,
iand the interelt of Princes lefsconjoyn-
led in- former times than at prefent,
| and-commerce of lefs extent; there is
i more Judgement required to under-
| ftand, and difentangleour Gazets, tham
| Lives cf Quintus Curties.
|+ Thereare a great many per(ons that
| find the Ecclefiafbick, Hiffory more plea-
ing and folid, than civil or prophane:
| becaufe} there they find: the effects of
| Reafon, and Vertue, farther purfued,
| and that paffions, and prejudices cover
| red with a pretext of Religion, ' fets
| the mind upon a method, alto,
| gether particularin its condut. A

B Woman
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Woman weuld apply her felf therets |
Wwith “fo ‘much more affection, as fhe |
judged if more important. She might |
convifice her felf, that the books ofgl!
Scripture, areas authentick, as all the o~
thers which we have ; that they containe ||
the true Religion, ‘and all the Maxims
whereon it is founded® that the New -
Teftament where the Hiftory of Chri=
fHanity properly begins, “is no more ¢
difficult to be underltood,- than Greek_
and Latin  _Authors ; that they ‘that |
read it with the fimplicity of Children, |
fecking only the Kingdome of ' God,
difcover the truth, and meaning there-
of with more eale and pleafure, than |
that of ridles, emblems, and fables; |
And dfter having regulated her mind |
by the Morality of Fefus Chrift, fhe
may find her felf in condition to diret
others; remove their fcruples, and to |
refolve Cafes of confcience, with more |
folidity than if fhe had filled her |
head with all the Cafuifts in the world, |
I fee nothing that counld hinder; but |
that in the progrefs of her ftudies, the |
might obferve as well as a man, How |
itis that the Gofpel hath paffed from |
hand to hand, from Kingdom to King- |
dom,
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" dow, from ageto age, even toher own”
' times, but that fhe might gain, by read-
ing of the Fathers, the Notion of truc
Theology, and find out that it only
| confilts in the Knowledge of the Hiltory
{ of Chriltians; and the Particular Senti-
| ments of thofe that have written there-
{ on. So, the might render her elf able to”
i compofe Works of Religion, Preach
| the Truth, and barter down Novelties,
. by fhewing what hath been alwayes Be-
| lieved through the whole Church,
. about the Matters in Controverfic.
If a Woman be capable to inform
| Her fclf from Hiffory, of the Nature’
of all Publick Socicties, how they
have been formed, and how they are
preferved by virtoe of afixed and con-
{tant Authority, exercifed by Magk
frates and Officers, fubordinate to’
one another; fhe is no lefs, to Leatn
the Application of that Authority, by
Laws, Ordinations, and Conltitutions, -
for the Condu@” of thofe whoare fub. -
mitted thercunto, as well to the Re-
Tation of Perfons [ according to their
feveral Conditions) as for the Pol-
| feffion and Enjoyment of Goods. Is
it a thing, fo difficulr, to know the”
: B Relation

e R =2
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Relation between a Husband and
his Wife, between a Father and his
Children, the Mafer and his Ser- |
vants, the Land-Lord and his Ten-|
nants, - betwixt thofe who are Allicd
in Affinity, betwixt a Guardian and
his Pupil? Is it fo great a My fte-
1y, to underftand what it is to pof- |
fefs by Purchafe, Exchange, ‘- Donati-
on, Legacy, Teftament, Prefcription, .
and Ufufrait? and what are the necef
fary Conditions to render Ufe and Poft
feffion valid ? |
There appears to be no more Un-
derftanding requifice to know (aright)
the fpirit of Chriftian Society, than
shat of the Civil; to frame a. right
Notion of the Authority which is pe-
culiar thereto, and upon which js
founded all jts Condu®; and to di-
ftinguith  ( precifely )  betwixt that |
which Fefis” Chriff hath lefe to Ris
Church, and the Dominjon which
oncly belongs to Temporal Powers,
After having made that Diftincion
abfolutely neceffary to the right Un.
derftanding  of the Canon Law, g2
Woman might ftudy, and obferve how
the Church is Governed in the State,
and’
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« and how the. Spiritual Jurifdi€tion is
¢ mingled with the Secular; wherein-
| the -Hierarchy confits; what are the
| Offices of Prelates, the Power of
| Councels, Popcs, Bithops, and Pas
| ftors; what is. the meaning of Difs
| cipline, what are the Rulesand Chan-.
| ges thereof ; what mean Canons, Pris.
| viledges, and Exemptions; how Be«
| nefices are Eftablithed, and what is
. the Right and . Poffeffien ‘thereof.. In.
' a word, What are the Cuftoms and .
| Ordinances. of the. Church, and the
Duties of all thofe that. Compofe it.
There is (therein) nothing at all, where-:
of a Woman is not moft capable; ands
fo, fhe might become molt Skilful in:
the Canon-Law.,

Thefe are fome geperal Notions of.
the Higheft Knowledges;- where.with
Men ferve themfelves, to fignalize their
Parts, and raife their Fortune; and
of which, to the Prejudice of Women,
they thave . been fo long in PoffeFon :
And, although. they have agsgreat.
right thereto as. themfelves, /sen
( notwithftanding ) ‘entertain  fuch
Thoughts., and, carry with a Condu %
towards_them, by fo much the morgy

&
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thjuft; that nothing like is to be fccm"‘
in the ufe of the' Goods of the Body, |
It Hath ‘been judged cxpedient, |

that, for the Peace and fecurity of Fa-
milies, Prefcription (hould take place :
my Meaning is, That a  Man, who
(with a good Confcience, and with-
out trouble or moleftation) might
have ¢njoyed: the Goods:.of ~ another
for. a certain fpace of time, fhould re-
main Poffeffour thereof, without the
After - chims and Pretenfions of any
whofoever, But, it hath never enter.
ed into the minds of Men, to believe,
That fuch who had fallen from theiy
Pofleffions by Neslect or otherwife,
fhould be incapable by fome manner
or other, to retrive -them; and
their Incapacity hath never been’ con-
fidered as Natvral, = but onely ' Ci-

vill, <

On the contrary, Mn haye not
oncly contented themfelves not to cafl:
Womer to afhare in Sciences, and Of:
fices, after along Prefcription againft
them ; but have proceeded farther,
to fancy, that their Exclufion there-
{rom,.is founded on a natural Indifpofiti-
on on their Part,

In
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| In the mean-while, there is nothing
. in the World more Fantaftical than that
. Imagination : For, whether that we con-
| fider the Sciences in themfelves, or that
| weregard theOrgans,which ferves to ac-
| quire themn ; we thall find,that both Sexes
| ‘are thereto equally difpofed. There
is but one only way to infinuate Truth in- -
to the Mind (whereof itis the Food),

_as there is but one to convey Nou-:
rifhment into all forts of  Stomacks,
for the’ Subfiltance of the Body:
And, as to what concerns the different
Difpofitions of that Organ, . which
renders us more or lefs fit for Scien-
ces; if we would fairly and honeltly
acknowledge, Who have the better,

 we muft confefs it to be the Wo-
men,

We cannot difagree ;5 but, amonglt
Men, fuch as are grofs and material,
are commonly ftupid; and, on the ~
other hand, the more Delicate, al
wayes moft Sprightly. 1find the Ex-
perience of this too univerfal-and con-
ftant, to ftand in need (in this place)
of-the Support of Reafons: So, the
lovely Sex, being of a Temperature
more Fine and Declicate than ours,

2 would
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would not fail “(at lealt) to match-

ours, if it applyed it felf to Stu.
d

L well fore-fee, that this Opinion
will not be relifhed by many ; who' will
find it a little ftrange: 1 cannot help
that. - Men think that it concernes the
Honour of our Sex to take the Place
in All; And I believe it to be Juottice,
fo render to,cvery one that, which is
their right.

In effe€t; we All (both Azen and
Women) - have the fame Right to
Truth, fince the Mind in all of us is
alike capable fo know it;. and that
we are ((All) affeCted in the fame

manner, by the Objects that make |

Impreflion upon the Body.,  This Title
1o Knowledges (which Nature beftows
on.All) fprings from this, That we
have All need of them, the one as
well as the other, There is no Per.
fon that feeks not to be happy.s It is
10 that, “that all our Aions tend ;
and no Body. can be folidly fo, but
by clear and diftin@ Enowledges ;.
For, it is in that, that Fefus Chrift
himfelf, and St, Paul, make us believe;
¥ill, copfit tae Happinefy of the otheg
Life
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g Life. - A Covetous Man nevet efteems
! himfelf happy, but when he knous
i that he poflefles great Riches: An
| Ambitious Perfon, when he perceives
| that he is above others. In awaord,
| Alithe Happinefs.of Aen (Realor Ima-
| ginary) is only placed in Knowledge ;
| that is to fay, In the Thought which they
have, that they poffefs the Good which
| they defire..
1t is. this. which makes. me believe,
that there is nothing but the Notions
of Truth (which we procure by Stu-
| dy, and which dre fixt and indepen-
dant from the Pofleffion or Want of
things ), that can make up the true
Happinefs. of« this Life; For, that
which, makes that a Covetous Man
cannot be happy in the fimple Knows-
ledge of Riches, is;. Becaufe that, that
Knowledge which renders. him hap.
py, ought to be joyned. with-the En-
joyment, or the Lmagination of pof-
{ Ming of them for the prefent: And;
when his Imagination prefents them to
him asdiftant from him, and out of his
Power, he cannotreflet thercon with-
out being aflicted,
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It is altogether otherwife with the J
Knowledge “which we have of our
Sclves, and of ‘all thofe which depend.

thercon ; but, particularly, of thofe
which enter into the Society of Life.

Since then, that both Sexes are ca: |

pable’ of the fame Felicity, they have
Equall Right to all ‘that ‘which
conduceth to the obtaining thereof.

When we fay, That Happinefy: con- +

fitts (chiefly) in the Knowledge of
Truth, we “exclude not Vertue; On
the contrary, we think that it maketh
up the molt Effentfal Parg thereof:
Yet, a Man is not happy by Vertue,
but'in fo much as he Knoweth that
he enjoyes it, or that he endeavours
fo to do; that 'is to fay, That.al-
though it be fufficient to make a Man
¢ltcemed happy, that we fee him pra-
ife Vertue (though he know it not
perfectly); and allo, that fuch a Pra.
ctice (with a confufed and imperfed
Kriowledge ) may contribute to . pur-

chafe the Happinefs of the other

Life): ‘yet, it is certain, that he cap-

not elteem himfelf folidly happy, with-

out he be Confeious to himfelf thae

ety
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| he does good as he would not atall
| believe himfelf Rich, without he pofs
| fefled Wealth.
| The Reafon why there are fo few
{ that have a Relifh of, or ‘Love for,
| true Vertue, is, Becaufc they know
| itnot; and; notat all minding when they
| pradtife it, they feel not that Satif-
| faGion which it produceth, and which
. makes up that Felicity of which we
. fpeak. That arifeth from this, That
* Vertue is not a fimple Speculation of
| Good, to which we are obliged ; but

an Effe@ive Defire; which fprings from
the Perfwafion that we have thereof:
And we cannot pra&ife it with Delight,
without the, Refentment of fome E-
motion ; becanfe it happens with. if,
as with the moft Excellent Liquors,
that feem fome-time bitter, or without
Sweetnefs; if, when they are upon
the Tongue, the Mind be other-wife
taken up, and doesnot apply it felf to
the Alterations which there they caufe,
The two Sexes have not only need
of Light, to find their Happinefs in
the Pra@ife of Vertue; but likewife,
need thereof to' praciife aright. It is
Perfwa-
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fion that fets.us at work ; and we are. |
fo much the more perfwaded of opy
Duty, as the more perfedly.we know |
s (

"That little *which we. have fajd here

concerning Morality, fufficeth to infi, |
nuate, that the Knowledge of our
felves, is moft important to fireng.

then the Perfwafion of the Duties,
to which we are obliged.  And it
would not be difficult tp fhew, how
all others contribute thetetos nor to
make appear, that the Reafds why fo
many Perfons practife Vertue fo ill,
or fall into Loofcnefs, is only the Ig-
norance " of themfelves, and what they
are.

The Reafon why People commonly
belicve, That 24, need not. be know.
ing for to become Vertuous, is, Be,
caufe we fee many. vitious. Perfons,
that otherwife pafs. for Intelligent 5
from whence, thcy,imaginc, that Know-
ledge is. not only unprofitable for Ver.
tuc, but even that it jy many times de-
ftru@ive thereto, And, this Errour ren
ders the moft Part of thofe who have
the Reputation. of being more Witty,
than others, {ufpe@ to * weak udg-

. ments; |

i
|
|
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« ments; and, at the fame time, makes
\ them flight, and be averfc, from the
" Higheft Knowledges.
en take no notice, that there is
i nothing but falfe Lights, which caft
. and leave Men in Diforders; becaufe
| that the confufed Notions ( which falfe
\ Philofophy gives us of our Selves, and
) of that which makes up the Body of
| our AGions), fo bemifts the Mind,
| that not knowing it felf, nor the Na-
| ture of the things which furround it,
\ nor the Relation which they have to
| its felf; and not being able to beat
the weight of Difficulties which pre-
fent themfelves in that obfcurity : it
mult neceirily fuccumb, and abandon
it felf to jts Paffions ; Reafon being too
weak to ftopit. :

It is (then) but a Panick Fear, which
hath given occafion- to the Capricious
Imagination of the Vulgar, That Stu-
dy and Learning would rendet Women
more Wicked and Proud: Thereis
nothing but falfe Knowledge, capable
to produce fo bad an EffeGt. A Wo-
man cannot Learn true Knowledge,
withont becoming thereby more Hum:
ble and Vertuous: And therc is no-

» thing
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thing more Proper to deprefs the Va. 1
pours, and to convince her of her |
Weaknefs, than o confider all the ™
Movements of her Engine, the De- |
licatenefs of her Organs, the (almoft)
infinite number  of Alcerations, and |
painful Failings, to which {he is fub- |
ject. ¢

There is not any  Méditation more
capable to infpire Humility; Modera-
tion, and Mildnefs, into a Afan (what-
ever he may be, than ferioufly to
mind (by the Study of Natural ;.
‘ofophy’) " the Union and Tye of his
Soul with the Body; and to obferve,
that he is obnoxious to o many “eeds,
thar the Dependance in which he o
Con the mo ticklith and delicate
Parts of the Body, in his Fundtions),
kzep him conftantly expofed to 3
thoufand forrs of Troubles, and jrk. .’
fome Agitations; that, what Know-
ledge foever he may have entertained,
the leait thing in the World js c.
nough (entirelyy to confound ity that
alittle Choler, or Blood, more Hot or
Cold than ordinary, may caft himfelfin-
to Extravagance, Folly, and Madnefsi;

anc
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i make him “fuffer fearful ‘Convul-

[ W50 o
| When fuch Reflexions fhotld find
A Acceptance in ‘the Mind of a ‘Woman,
| as well ‘as’ of & Man, they would
| chafe thence Pride, far from letting
| of it in. -And, if after having filled
| het Mind with the beft of Knowled-
§ ges, fhe fhould call again to her Me-
_ory all her by-paft Conduct, to fee
hotw fhe had arrived to the happy
ftate, wherein {he might find et felf
very fat from elevating of her felf above
others 3 fhe would fee enough to hum-
ble her the more ; fince that, fhe would
fecefarily obferve by that review,
that (hereto-fore) fhe had had an-in-
finite number of Prejudices, which
fhe could’ not Conquer (bit by
‘Strength ) “againft the Impreffions of
. Cuftom, Example, and  Paffions s
which, in fpight of her, engaged her
to them : That all the Effects which
fhe had made "to difcover Truth,
had been almoft unprofitable : That

it hath been,, as by Chance, that it
hath prefented it felf to her’; and at that
time, when fHe the leaft dreamt thereof;
and in fuch Occurrencies, which hap-
pen

RN N ..

)
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pen but once jn ones Life, and ‘but
to very few Perfons: From whence,
the would infaliibly conclude, That it
is unjuft, and ridiculous, to flight and
defpife thofe who have lefs Know-
edge than our felves, or who embrace
Contrary Opinions ; and that we ought
the rather to haye Complacency: and
Compaffion for them, becanfe, if they
difcerne not Truth as we do, it is not _
theéir Fault, but, becaufe that it hath
not prefented it felf tothem, when they
have been in fearch thereof : and that
there is fill fome Veil on their Pare
Or ours, that hinders it to appear to
 their ‘mind, in jts [l Light. - And,
confidering that fhe might have held
for true, “that. which the had believed :
.falfe-bcfore, fhe would judge with-
out doubt, That jt might [ hzp pen
in the Sequel, that fhe might make
new Difcoveries; by the which,., - fhe
might believe falfe or erroneous, - that
which had appeared to her moft. true,
and- certain,
If there have been forie P Fomen,
who (affeCed with -their Rnowledge)
ave become difdainfull; there are like-
wife a great many, Men that dayly. fall
: ! mto
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into the fame vice; And that ought not to :
ibe confidered as an effe@ of the Sci-
{ ences, which they have poffeffed, but
ﬂbecaure men have looked, on' them as
| a Myftery to the Sex: And as, on the
|one hand; « fuch knowledges are ordi-
| narily very confufed; and on the o-
 ther, they that have them, propofe to
| themfelves  thereby a particular  ad-
| vantage; it isnot tobe thought ftrange
' that ‘they take occafion from thence to
 fwell; and it is almoft unavoidably ne-
| ceffary that in this condition, it thould
| not be with them; as with thofe who
 from a low birth, and forrune, have
- with difficulty raifed themfelves to ho-

- nour, andfame: who feeing themfelves
advanced to a pitch; to’ which, few of -

their quality have been accuftomed to
mount, - are feized ‘with ‘a giddincfs,
which prefents to them, objeéts quite
other-wayes. than id themfelves they
are. « Atdealt, it isrmoft probable, that
feeing the pretended vanity of the
learned ¥ ¥umeny: is nothing in com-
parifon of that of the learned men,
who arrogate to themfelves, the title
of Mafters and Sages: ZPumen would
be lefs Subjed thereunto, if their Sex

were
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were admitted into equal fhare wth ours,
of the advantages which occafion it.

It is then a vulgar Errour to fancy,
that Learning is ufclels. to #Pamen, |
becaufe fayes one, they have no fthare |
in Offices, for the which, men apply |
themfelves thereto. * It is as neceffary |
to' them as Felicity, and Vertue; be-.
caufe without that, \we cannot perfectly
poflefs either the one-or other.  itis fo
for the purchafing, of Exadnefsin our
thoughts, and Juftice in“our adions :
it is fo, for’the right Knowledge of
our Sclves, and whatis about us, that |
we may make the right and lawfull
ufe'thereof; and that we may regulate
our palfions by Moderating. of our de-
fires. To become capable of  places
and dignities, is one of the ufes of
Learning ; and to be ficto be a judge
or Bithop, ‘we thould ftrive to.acquire . °
as much as is poffible, ‘becaufe: with-
out:it the fun&ions of fuch Offices can-
not be well difcharged, but not pre-
cifely for thatend, and for.to become
more ‘happy by ! the pofleffion -of ithe
honours, and‘ advantages  which they
afford : That would be to abufe learn-
ing by a fordid and bafc end. vy

0
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| So that there is nothing but weak-
Unefs, or*a fecret and blind intereft -
lwhich can make men fay, that /7o-
\men ought to remain fhut out from
JLearning, for this reafon, that they
shave never been publickly admitted
ito any fhare therein, It fareth not
iwith the goods of the mind, as with
dthe goods of the body;againtt them there
{isno prefcription : and how long foever,
{we have been deprived thereof, we
. have alwayes the right of Reverfion.
{ But it being impoffible that the fame
tgoods of the body, could at the fame
| time, be poffeffled by feveral perfons,
1 without domination on each fide; men
i have had reafon for the fafety of fa-
! milies, to maintsin the polfeflours,
| with good confcience, in prejudice of
| the ancient proprietaries.
| But, as concerning the advantages
| of the mind, it goes quitc otherwaycs,
| Every one hath a right to all that isin-
' telligible, and good fenfe. ~The Spring
of ieafon is not limited; it hath in
all men an equal Jurifdiction ; we are
all born Judges of what touches and
affe@sus; And if we cannot difpofe of
the fame with equal power, we¢ may
g at
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atleaft, all know them withalike right. |
And as all menemploy the ufe of the
light and air. " without “prejudice to any
perfon, by that communication, all may
likewife poffefs the Knowledge of truth’
without hurting one another. For the |
more that' it is known, the more it
appears fplendid, and lovely : The
greater. are the number of thofe that |
fearch after it, and the fooner they find |
it: And if both Sexes, had equally |
bufied themfelves therein, it had #@ill |
the fooner been difcovered. In fo |
much then, that Truth and Knowledge
are goods which admit of no prefcrip-
tion ;" And fuch that have been depri-
ved tnercof,may makea Re-entry, with-
out doing injury to thofe who are al-
ready Mafters of the fame; There
can be none, but fuch as would ru'e
mens minds by belief, and credit, that,
have reafon to apprehiend this Rever.
fion, for fear, that if Sciences fhould
become fo common, glory might alfo
and that the Fame to which they afpire,
fhould be leffencd by partnerfhip. ‘

4,
|
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!: PVomen are as Capable “of ~ Officers

and Employmentsin civil Society as
Men are., b :

Here is therefore noinconvenience,

if Women apply themfelves to Stu-

ly and Learning as well as we. 'They
ire able to make a very good ufe of
fiem, and ‘to ' draw from thence the
'wo' Advantages which we expe¢t there-
irom ; the one, to have ‘clear and di-
tin& Knowledges, which we naturally
lelire, and “whereof the defire is often
tifled, dnd andihilated by ‘the confu-
ionof ‘thoughts, “and the cares, anda-
sitations of 'life':*And the other, To em-
ploy thefe Rnowledges, for the parti-
tular “conduét of themfelves, ‘and for
‘hat ‘of ‘others” in the - different condi-
dions ‘of Society, of ‘which they ‘make
iwpart. This'agrees mot- atall with the
common Opinion. Thereare indeed ma-
uy ‘that will belicve,” that Women may
searn what is to be attained by the
Phyficks or'Natural Sciences; but will
not ' admit, that they areas fit a6 Men
dor thofe which may be called Civil, as
Ethicks, Laws, and Politicks; and xha;
; G i
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if they fhould be able by the Maximes "
of thefe Laft, ' to conduct themfelves,‘
they could not therefore be capable of |
guiding of others, S ; |

Men entertain this thought, becaufe,
they confider not, that the mind in ali |
J

it's actions, hath need of no more but
Difcerning, and Exaitude, and whofo: |
@ver: hathonce thefe- two qualities.in.
one thing,  may as eafily, and by the:
fame means: have: them in all the ret.
The being Moral or Givil, changeth not
the nature of our adions: They con-
tinue to be ftill Natural: Becaufe: that
Morality is nothing elfe, but.to know. |
thelmanner; how men regard the a&i-
ong of ‘othets, with Relation to the: No- |
tions which they ‘have of good or e-
vil, of wvice and vertue; of juftice and
injuftice; And as thaty; when we have
once rrightly. conceived, the- Rules of
“Motion, in NaturabPhilofophy, we may
i apply ‘them to all 'the changes,- and,
il varieties which areremarked in Nature-:
So likewife knowing once the true prin-
dgiples of civil Sciences, there rémains
no vmore difficulty to make: application
thereof 'to. the new, and incident E-
wefgents which! occurr.

They
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[ They thatare in places have notalwayes
imore wit, though they have better
Luck than others: And indeed it'is not
necefary, that they fhould have more,
than the common ; though it be to be
wifhed, “ that none were admitted to
{employments but the moft worthy.
I We act ftill after the fame manner,
iand by the fame Rules, in what ‘eftate
i foever, we find our felves; unlefs it
{be that the more our conditions are
| raifed, the more our cares and views
| are extended, becaufe we have the more
| todo. And all the change which happens
i to men who are placed above others,
| is like to that of a perfon who being
| mounted to the top .of a Tower, ca-
| ryes his profpet farther, and difco-
1 vers more different objects, than they
i who ftay “on_the ground below: It is
| their favors, if PPumen be as capable
| as we are to guid themfelves, theyare
! likewife toconduct others, and to have
| place incharges and dignities of Civil Sa-
] ciety. -

The moft Simple, and natural ufe
| that' we can make' of Scienceswhich we
| have well learned, is to teach them ta
| others: And if #Pomen had “fudyed

G2 in
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in the Univerfities with tmen, or in |
-others, appointed for them in particular,
they might have entred into Degrees, |
and taken thetitle of Maftér of Arts,
Dodor of Divinity, ‘Medicine, Civil,:
and Cannon Law: And [their genius |
{o advantagioufly fitting them to [earn, |
would difpofe them likewife to. teach |
with, fuccefs.. They would find ‘me-
thods, and infinuating biaflefs, to in-
fill their Doctrine ; they would difco-
wer the ftrength and weaknefs of their
Schollars, to proportion themfelves to
their reach, and the facility, which they
have to exprefsthemfelves; and, which
is,one .of. the.unoft excellent talents
6f a good ‘Mafter,  would - compleat |
and ‘tender- them  admirable Miftref- ©
{es.

The employment which approacheth
molt to.a School-Mafter; .is that of
Paftour, or Minifter in. the. Church,,
and there can be nothing, elfe but cu-
ftome thewn, which remove ZFomen
there-from. They have a Spirit as well
as, we, capable of the Knowledge and
love of God, and thereby able to . in-
cline others to knew, and love him.
Faith is common to them with us :

And
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|And the Gofpel with the Promifes
i thereof, are likewife addreffed to thenx
{ Charity alfo comprehends: them in its
| duties; and, if they know how to put
{in practice the aclions thereof; may
|not they likewife publickly teach its
|Maxims ? Whofoever can.preach by Extr
|ample, from fironger reafon can dofo
{by Words: AndaZPoman that thould
djoyn her Natural Eloquence with the
{Morality of Fefus Chrift, fhould be as
i capable as another, to Exhort, Dire@
| Corre&, admit into Chriftian Society
| thofe who deferved. - And cut off fuch
i who after having fubmitted themfelves
{ thereto; fhould refufe to obferve the
'Rules thereof. And if men were ac-
| cultomed to fee ¥/ #omen in a Pulpir, they
i would be no more flartled thereat, than

Ithe V" Fomanareat the fight of men.
We are not affembled into Society,
'but that we may liv: in peace; and
ifind, in a’Mutual afliltance; all that is
ineceffary for the Body, and Souk
I This we could not enjoy ‘without treu-
le, if there were ;no authority ; -that
\is to fay. that for that end, there ought
{to be fome petfons who have power
{to make Laws, ani to. inflick punith-
G 3 ment
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ment uponthe breakers of them. And |
to make the right ufe of that autho-
rity, we muft know to what it obli- |
geth. and be perfwaded that thofe who |
poffels it, ought to have no other de |
fign in the difcharge thereof, but to pro- |
cure the welfare and advantange of |
their infetiours, Women being nolefs |
Tufceptible of this perfwafion'thun men,
may not we then fubmit our felves |
to them, and confent not only not to |
refift their Orders, but even contribute |
as much as we can to oblige to obedience |
fuch as make any difficulty therein ?

So that nothing needed to hinder, but
that a Woman might fit upon a Throne,
and that for the government of her peo-
ple, She might ftudy their humour,
the interefts, théir Lawes, their cu-
ftomes, and their pra@ices: That fhe
might place in Offices of _ the Gown \
and Sword, only able and deferving
perfons ; and, in the Dignities of the
Church, men of underffanding, and
Example. s it a thing fo difficult, that
a Woman could not perform it, to in-
Rruct her-felf of the ftrength, and weak-
nefsof a State, and of thofe that lay
round it; to entertain amonglt firan-
gers
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| sevs Tecret Intelligences for to diftover
their d‘cﬁgnes,‘ and difappoint “their
j meafures,'and to have faithfull Spies,
| and Emiffarics in all Sufpected placds; -
| to be exa(ily informed of all that paf-
! feth there, wherein fhe might have n-
| ferelt ? Is there needfull for the con
| du& of a Kingdome more vigilancc,
{ dnd application than Women have for
| their families; or the Religious for theit
| Clonvents ? They would proveno lefs
 refined in publick: N gotiations, than
| they are in private affairs. And as
| piety and mildnefs is natural to their
| Sex, their government would prove lefs
| Rigorous than' that of many Princes,
{ and " we fhould wifh for under their-
| Reign, that which is often feared un-
| der that of many others, that Subje&ts
| would regulate themfelves according
| to the Example of their Gover-
| nouts.

We may eafily conclude, that if Wo-
man are capable to poffelle feverally
all publick ‘authority, they are ftill more
to be fubordinate Officers and Mini-
fters - As Vice-Queens, Governants,

| Secretaries, Counfellors of State,” and
Treafurers.
G4 . For
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For my part, I fhould be no more fur.
prized sto fee a #Voman with a helmet
on. her' head, than to fee “her with g
Crown ; prefide 'in a Council of warr,
as well as in a Council of State: To |
fee her train, and exercife her Souldi-
ers, drawing them wp in Battell-array,
and divide them in feveral Bodyes, and
Squadrons,. with as much- eafe as the
would pleafe 'her. felf. to fee it done.
The military Ast hath nothing beyond
others, whereof % ¥ omen are not ca: |
pable, unlefs it be that it is fomewhae |
more rude, caufeth greater noife, and |
does . more mifchicf, The Eyes are
fuflicient to learn from a Mapp, thatis |
fomewhat exac, all the High-wayes
of a countrey, the good and bade paft
fages, and the places that are moft prop-
per for furprizes, and encampings,
There js hardly a Souldier  that s not ;
ready to know that a General ought:
firft to gain all the Pafles. before he
venture there his forces, regulate allhis
enterprizes uccording to the advice of
good Scouts ;. And even deceive his
Army by Wiles,and counter-marchesthe
better. .to. cover, his, defign.. A F7.
man can do all this, ‘and ‘can i;v,cm
tra-

i
!




®@oon ag the P, 129
| Stratagems to furprife the enemy, put
Sthe wind and duft in his teeth, and
{the Sun in his face: And Charging
i him. on one fide, Flank him on the o-
| ther ;. Give him falle allarms, draw
{ him into an ambuth by a feigned flight;
; give battel, and be the firft that mounts
{a breach to encourage the Souldierss
{ Perfwafion, and paflion does all: And
| Women teltifie no lefs heat, and-refo-
|"lution when their honour is.concerned,
 than is. requifite to attack or.defend a
1.Place. ¢

What can be reafonably objected,

| why a P%oman of found Judgement
\ and Underftanding, might not take the
) chaire in a court of Juftice, and pre.
| fide in all other companics.. Thete are
| agreat many,able men who woulds
| learn the Lawes and Cultomes of a.
ftate with lefs trouble,than fome Games: .
at Cards, which P¥Zomen underftand fo
' well: And it is as eafly:to remember
them, as an intire Romance ;- is. it not.
as cafiy-to.fee into the heart of. anaf-
fair, as to trace an intrigue upan the
tage, and make as. faithfull - report of

a Law fuite, as.of a Comedy ? All
thefe things. are - alike eafly, to |

5 Gy thofgi
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thofe who cqually apply themfelves
thereto, 1
Now feeing there is neither office,
nor imployment in fociety which is not
comprehended in thefe whereof we |
have fpoken, nor where there is greater.
need of knowledge or parts: it muft |
be confeft, that Women ate proper for

all,

Befides, the Natural difpofitions of _
the body, and the Notions which men |
have of the fun&ion and duties of 1
their places, there is fill fomewhat ne.. |
ecflary that renders them more or lefs |
capable to acquit themfelves worthy |
thercof. The true perfwafion of what |
a:man is obliged to do, the confide. |
ration of Religion, and intereff, emu-
fation betwixt equals, defire of win-
ning glory, and Honour, and of making, |
preferving,” or increafing ones fortitude,
According as a man is more or lefs
touched with thefe things, his manage-
ment is ultogether different: And Wo-
emen being no lefs fenfible thereof than
men, in regard of employments, they
want nothing to render them their' e-
quals.

We
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| We may : (then) with Affufance,
i exhort Ladies  to apply themfelves to
§ Study; without:having Refpect 10
{ the little Rcafons-of thofe who would
| undertake to divert them there-from,
4 Since they have a Mind  (as wellias
i 'we) capable of knowing of Truth
) (which is the only Subject, on which
i they can employ their Pains worthily),
i they ought to put themfelves in con-
i ‘dition of ‘avoyding the Rcproach; of -
{ having ftifled o Talent, which they
1 might put to nfe; and of having de- -
| tained Truth in Idlenefs ‘and ‘Plea-
| fure. There is no ‘other way for
| them to Guard themfelves againit Er-
{ vour, and the Surprize to which they -
| are expofed (who Learn nothing but
| by the manner of Gazets; that is to
| fay, upon the bare word of another),
nor ‘to render’ themfelves happy in
this Life, by practifing Vertue with
Difcretion.

What Advantage foever they pro-
pofe to themfelves befides this, they
would meet with it in'Study. If their
Parlours were turned into Academies,
their Entertainments would be Grea-
ger; more Solid, and more Pleafing.”

Ands

\
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And every one may judge, of thes%

Satisfaclion’ fhe' thould have to Dif-’
courfe of Lofty Matters, by the Con-
tent that fhe hath to hear others fpeak |
thereof. How flight foever might be
rthe :Subjects . of their Converfation, |
rthe§i would have the: Pleafure to. treat
them . more wittily than the Vulgar: q
-And the delicate Manners, which are |
do peculiar to their Sex (being fop- |
tified by folid Reafons and Arguments)
would far more fenfibly affect the Hes- |
rers;
They who only defire: to pleafe, |
would there “(to Admiration) find their
Defigne ; For, the Splendour of the
Beauty of Body, being heighthened by
that of the Mind, would thereby be- |
come a hundred times more Brisk and
Lively. And, as #Women (but of or-
dinary Beauty) are alwayes well re- .
garded when they are Witty, the Ads
vantages -of the Mind, Cultivated by
Study, would give them Means abun-
dantly to. fupply what Nature or Fors
tune might havedenyed.them: They
would be admitted into the Entér-
tainments of ‘the Learned, and reigne
amongftuthem. upan. a double Refpect =
They.
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. They would enter into the. Manage-
i “ment of Affairs: Their Husbands would
1 not refufe. to. abandon to. them the
| Conduct of their Families, and to take
| their Advice in all things. And,
| feeing that Matters are in fuch a
| ftate, that they cannot (now) be ad-

mitted into Charges, (at leaft) they

might be able to know: the Nature of

Funclions; and judge if they bedefer-
* vingly beftowed.

The Difficulty of arriving to. this
Pitch, ought not to fcare them: Itis
not fo great as Men have madeit,
That which is the caufé; why Aen
think there is need of fo much Trou-
ble, for to gain'a few Knowledges,
is, Becaufe they steach: (for that end)
a-great ‘manys things, which fate molt
unptofitable for thofe that afpire there-
to. « All Knowledge (evento this pre-
fent) confifting only :in. poflefing- of
a Hiftory of the Sentiments. of thofe
that are gone - befose rus; - and; Men;
hadirig: too: miuch: repofed on: Cuftowmn,
and the:Credit oftheir- Mafkers; very
few have had the:good Luck: to find
the  Natural | Method. ~ Herein we
might labour; and make appear, That

s Mep
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Menmay render themfelves qualified,
in far lefs time, and" with a great
deal more Plcafure, than is ordinatily
imagined. .

That Women have an Addvan-
tagious Difpofition for Scien-
cess. and that the true. No-
tions of Perfeition, Nobility,
and Honefly, fuss with them as
well as Men.

Itherto, we have confidered no.
thing in Women, but the Head;
and, it hath appeared, that thag

Patt (taken in general) hath in them
as much Proportion for all the Scien.
ces (whereof it is the Organ), as in
Pen.  Neverthelefs, becaufe that this
Organ is not akogether alike, even
among(¥all Men themfelves; and that
there are a great' many, in whom' it is
more proper for fome things than for
others: wemult defcend alittle lower
into the Rarticular, o fee if there be

! nothing
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| rothing i Women , that renders
5 them fefs fit for Learning, than our
| felves. o

We may obferve, that they have
: a Countenance more ftately and hap-
| py than we: They have the Fore-
| Head high, lofty, and large; which
is the ufual Mark of Witty and Ima-
| ginative Perfons. And, we find in
| effe@, that Women have much Viva-
" city, Fancy, and Memory ; which de-
| notes a Brain fo difpofed, that itea-
| fily-receives the Impreffions of Ob-
je€ts, even of the moft Slight and In-
confiderable, which efcape fuch, as
are of another Difpofition; and that
it retains them without trouble, and
“prefents them to-the Mind in the
ir}ﬂanr that it ftands in nced there-
of.
When this Difpofition * is accompa=
. nied with Heat, it renders the Mind
more ready and quick to be affeéted
by the-Objeds; to faften on; and pe-
netrate, into them the more; and to
extend the Images, and’ Impreffions
thereof, at pleafure:  From whence,
it happens, - that they who have good
Imaginations (confideting things on
more
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more fides, and inlefs time ), are ve- -

+y,Ingenious, and Inventive; and dit
‘cover’ moré with one only Glance,
than many  others after much Atten-
tion. - They are fitto reprefent things,

and to find, on

e

with: an inﬁnuatin%1 and pleafing ftrain, |
t

e Spot, Turns and

propet Expedients : .~ They = exprefs '

themfelves™ with Facility and. Grace;
and fet off their Thoughts with the grea,
telt Aadvantage,

All this is Remarkable in- Womein
and, Ican fee nothing in this Difpo-
fition, which is inconfiftent. with a
good Wit. . Judgment, and Exactnefs,
make the Natural Character thereof ;
to. acquite which two good Qualities,

we muft become. a little Sedeptary,* |

and dwell on Objes; to the end,
that we may avoid the Errour and
Miftake, wherein: fen fall by skip-
ping. Itis true, that the multitude
of Thoughts, in brisk Perfons, hurries
(many. times) ‘the Imagination ; But,
it is likewife true, That, by Exercife;
it may be fixed. We have the Ex,
perience of this, in the.greateft Men
of this Age; who, for the moft pars,

I |
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. It maybe affirmed, That this Tem.
iper is the fittet for Socicty; and
| that Aen, not being made to.remain
| alwayes alone, and {hut'up in a Clo-
| fet; we ought (in fome meafure) the
i more to elteem thofe who. have the
| beft Difpofition, pleafingly and pro-
1 fitably to Communicate their Thoughts.
§ And Women, who have naturally Wit,
| (becaufe they have Fancy,, Memoty,
{-and afparkling Livelinefs,) may with
{ alittle Application, acquire the Qua-
| lities of a good Judgment.

This is. fufficient to prove, ,That;
| in Refpect of the Head alone, the
| Two Sexes are Equal. There are Ob-
| fervations upon the reft of the Bo-
) dy, which are moft Curious; but of
| which, we muft only fpeak in pal-
| fing,

AMen have alwayes had this common
| ill-Luck, to fpilland fhead (iif wemay
| fofay) their Paffions on all the Works.
| of Nature: There is not any Notion,

which they. have  not blended with
fome touch of Love or Hatred, of
Efteem or Contempt: And thefe
which concern the Diftinction of the
Twoe Scxes, are fo material, andbfo,

€=




138 The Woman as |
befoge’d with'the Sentiments® of [
peefection, Bafenefs, Undecency, and
other Frifles; that, fecing they can-
not be touched - without moving of
fome Paffion, and ttirring up the Fleth
againft the Spirit; it is often Pruacnce
to let them alone,

And yet, it is upon that odd Med-
fey, o alwayes confufed Notions,
that the' Opinions difadvantagious * to
Women, are founded; and which the .
fmall Wits (ridiculoufly) ufe to mor-
tific them, = The juitet Mean and
Temper, that can be betwixt the ne-
ceflity of explaining ones Self, ‘and
the Difficlty of doing it Innocently,
is, To obferve what we ought (Ra-
tionally ) to underftand by Perfe®ion
and Imperfe@ion, by Nobility and
Bafenefs, and by Decency and Un-
‘decency. J

When T conceive that there is a
God, I eufily conceive, that all things
depend on Him: Andif, after having
confidered the Natural and Intrinfical
State of Creatures, which confifts (if
they be Bodies) in the Difpofition
of ‘their Parts, “with a Reference to

Onre another ; and the Extrinfical, which
18
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s the Relation that they ftand in, to
ilﬁ& or fuffer with other Beings that
{environ” them: If (Ifay) I enquire
| into the Reafon of thefe two Condi-
{ tions, 1 can find, none other but the
1% Will and Pleafure of Him who is the
| Author of them. [ obferve further,
{ that Bodies have (ordinarily) a cer-
{ tain Difpofition, which renders them
{ capable to produce and receive cer-
{tain Effe@s; For example, that Man
i can underftand by the help of his
| Ears, the Thoughts of others, and by
! the Inftruments of Vooice, exprefs to
| them his own. And 1 Remark, that
I'Bodies are uncapable of fuch Effeds,
i when they are otherwife difpofed:
| From whence, [ inform my felf of
| two Notionss whereof; the one Re-
| prefents to me, the Firft State of
| Things, with all their neceffary Con-
| fequences; and that I call the State
| of Perfettion: And the other, the Con-
| dition contrary; which Iname Imper-
| fettion.

So, a Man (inmy Efteem) is Per-
fe&, when he hath all that he need-
eth (according to Divine Inﬁitutio!fl),
or
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for the producing and receiving the
Effedts to which he isappointed : ‘And, *
he js imperfect, | when he hath more |
or fewer. Parts, than are neceflary 5 or
any Indifpofition that removes him
from this end,

Wherefore, he being formed in fuch !
manner, that he hath need of Aliment |
for Subfitence, T look not upon that
Neceflity, asan Imperfedion ; nomore, |
than the Need which s coupled with -
the ufe of Food; that, what is Su- |
Ecrﬂuous, muft be avoided out of the |

ody. Ifind alfo, that all Crea.
tures are equally Perfe@, as long as
they continue in their natural and ordi-
nary State.

We muft not confound Perfe@ion
with Nobility : Thefe are two ‘things
very different; Two Creatures may
be'Equal in Perfedion, and iin Nobility |
Unequal. .

When T make Reflexion upon  my
Sclf, it feems to me, that my Spirit
(being only capable of Knowledge )
ought to. be preferred to my: Body,
and .be confidered as the' moft Nobfe s
And; when I confider Bodies, without .

any

N
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gany Refpedt to my Self; that is to
ifay, without reflecting, that they may
ibe profitable or hurtful to me, plea=
i fing ordifpleafing ; I cannot perfwade
imy felf, that’one is more Noble than
{ another, being All but madeof matter
fdiverfly Figured.. Yet; when Imedle
i with Bodies “( confidering’ the ‘Good
{ or Hurt that they do to me), Icome
ito clicem them differently.  Although
{that my Head (regarded without In-
) tereft ) affets me no ‘more, than the
{ other Parts; severthelefs, 1 prefer it
(to all the reft,  when Icome to think;
‘ that it is of greater importance to me,
 in_the Union ‘of the Spirit" with the
! Body. b
For the fame Reafon it is, that; al-
| though all the Places of ‘the Body be
| equally perfect, 'we have ( neverthe:
lefs)  different Efteems for them: The
t very Parts themfelves - (whereof the
Ufe is moft ‘ncceflary) being many
| times confidered with fome fort of
Contempt and Averfion ; becaufe that
| the Ufe is lefs pleafing, or otherwife,
| It is fo with all that furround and af-
te@s us; For, ‘that which makes that
t ene
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one thing pleafeth one 2747, and dif.

pleafeth another, is, that it hath
made impreflion upon them different=
i ;

y.
It ‘is' the Engagement of 2fen in |
Society, that produceth in them the |

Notion of Decency : So that, although

it be neither Imperfe@tion nor Bafe. |
nefs; to eafe and comfort the Bodyy |

and that it is even a Neceffity, and

Indifpenfable Confequence of its Na. |

tural  Difpofition; and  that all the
wayes of doing thereof, are Equal;

there are fome notwith(tanding, that |

are confidered lefs Decent; becaufe
they are: more offenfive to the Per.
fons, in whofe Prefénce they are pet-
formed.

As all Creatures, and all their AcH-
ons, being. confidered in themfelves,
and without afty reference to Cuftom
or Efteem that is made thereof, are.
as Perfect; and as Noble, the one as
the other; they are likewife equally
‘Decent, being confidered in the fame
manner.  Wherefore, we ‘may fay,
that the Regards of Decency and Un-
degency arc almoft all, in’ their Ori-

ginal,
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ginal, nothing elfc but the Effeds of
Imagination, and the Capricioufnefs of
Men, This appears by that, That
one thing - which is ~ Decent in ong
Countzey, . is not all.fo in another;
and that, in the fame Kingdome, but
in, divers places, ~or (in the fame
time ) but amonglt Petfons of diffe-
{zent - Condition, - Quality, and Hu-
{mour; the fame Action is fometime
{ conforme, fometime contrary to De-
icency. So- that, Decency is nothing
{ byt the manner, of. ufing of Natural
| Things; according; to ' the . Elteem
| which. Aen pafs- upen them; and
i to which, it is Prudence to Con-
| form,

We are all poffcffled with this No-_
i-tion ; although we make no Reflexi-
{ on thereon, That all Perfons (whe-
| ther they be our Beloved, or the
| Witty and Judicious; who in Pub-
| lick, and according to the ordinary
) Cuftom, ' fubje® themfelves to the
| Rites of Decency ) difcharge them-
| felves thereof in Private, as of Burdens
| troublefome and foolifh,

The
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The Cafe is the fame “with Nobi:
lity. In fome Countries ‘of the 7x- i
dies, the 'Labourers”have” the fame
Rank;"as'the Nobles with'us : In fome
Countries , * Sword - Men ' are prefer-
red to the Gown-Men ; And in others,
the quite contrary'is Pradtifed: Every
one, gaccording as his Inclinations
teads him to favour fuch States, or
that he' efteems them meft Impor-
tant.

Compatring thefe Notions, with the
Opinions' that the’ Vulgar have of
FVomen 5 we fhall (without trouble)
difcover  wherein confifteth ‘the ‘Er=
rour, ° ;

That
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From whence is. derived, the
| .. Diftinétion of Sexes; How
| far 3 extends it (elf - And
| that it places wo Difference be-

twixt Men and W omen, with
Relation to Vice and Vertue -
Axd that the Temperament,
and Conftitution. in gentral, in
i [elf, is mither good mor
“bad. 5l

’G O'D’ willing to produce Jifce
; in Dependence, one upon ano-
; ther, by the Concourfe of two
|*Perfons; for that end, framed twe
| ‘Bodies, which were different: Each
| was perfe® in its kind; and they
/ ought both to be difpofed, as they are
| at prefent: And all that depends on
| their particilar Conftitution, ought
' ‘to be confidered, as making apart of

| their Perfe&ion.
Itis then without Reafon, that fome
imagioe, That Women are not fo per-
H fed




1406 Lhe - Woman #g
fe€t as Meny and that they look

upon that (in them) as a Defect, which
is an Effential Portion of their Sex; .

without the. which, it would be ufe-
Yefs for ‘the ‘end, for which it hath
been formed; which begins and cea-
{es .with Fecundity, »and which\is de-
ftin'd for the molt excellent ufe: of the
World; that s, to frame and nourifh us
in their Bellies, STEN

The Two Sexes: (together) "are ne.
ceffary to beget the like: ‘And if we
knew, how it is that outs contribute
thercto, “we fhould find enough to be
faid againft our felves. It is:hard to
be undetftood, .upon . what they

«ground | thenmtfelyes, . iwho ,m:;inta;g,_

That-Men ate’ more: Nable than{mp-
men, in regard-of Children ; fince it

is. propetly the Women who Congeive |

us, “Form us; and give usLife, Birth,
and - Breeding. It is true, they .pay.
dearer, for  it-than .we;, ;But. their
Pain _and Trouble jought . not.to be
Prejudicial to. the; and, draw tpon
them Contempt, -in place of Efteem,
which they thereby: deferve. :
Who would fay, That, Fathers and
Mothers . ¢ who . labour. tq bringiup
“their

|

|
|
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| ‘their Children, good Princes to Go-

vern their Subjets, and Magi(trates

| to render them Juftice,) are lefs E-

flimable than they whofe ‘Aid and
Affiftance they ufe, for to difcharge
themfelves of their Duties?

There are fome Phyfitians, who
have mightily enlarged = themfelves
upon the Temperament of Sexes, to
the Difadvantage of Waomen;  and

. have purfued their Difcourfes out of

fight; to fhew, That their Sex ought-
to have a Conftitution altogether dif-
ferent from ours, which renders  itin-

feriour in all things. But their Rea-

fons are only light Conjectures;
which come into the Heads of fuch, as
judge of things only by Prejudicéj and
upon fimple Appearances.

When they perceive the Two Seaes
more diftinguifhed, by that which re-
gards the civil, than particular, Fun-
Ctions; they fancy to themfelves,
that fo they ought to be; - And, nor
difcerning _exactly enough, betwixt
that which proceeds from Cuftom

~ and Education, and that which comes

from Nature;  they have attribu-
ted to one and the fame Caufe,

2 all
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all  which they fee in Society;
imagining, that when God Creatcd
Aan and Woman, he difpofed them
in fuch a manner, as ought to pro-
<duce all the Diftin&ion which we ob-
ferve betwixt them.

This is to carry too far the Diffe-
rence of Sexes: It ought to be boun-
ded by the Defigne, which God hath
‘had to form Afen, by the Concourfe
of two Perfons; and no more to be
admitted, but what is neceffary for
‘that Effect.

We fee, that Men and Women are
W alike (almoft) in all, as to the inward
i and outward Conftitution of the Bo-
i dy ; and that the Natural Funétions (on |
‘\{;j which depends our Confervation) are |
i performed in both, after the fame man-
1 ner. It is then enough to the end, that
I they may give Birth to a Third ; that
i there be fome Organs in the one, which'
are not in the other ; And yet, it is not
neceflary in refpect of that, (as Aen
imggine) that Waomen have lefs Strength
and Vigour than Men. And, asthere
is nothing “but Experience, that ‘'can |
.chable’us to judge aright of that Di- ’
flin@fony" do not we find, that - I

e |
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men are mixed, as we arc ? ‘Thereare
fome both Streng and Weak in both
Sexes, Men brought up in Softnefs
and Eafe, are worfe than Wowmun
and fink at firft under Labour: But
when ( by Neceflity, or otherwife)
they are hardened, they become E-
qual, and fometimes Superiour to o-
thers.

It is juft fo with Wamen : They that
‘are taken up and employed in pain-
ful Exercifes, are ftronger than Za-
dies, who only handle the Neecle.
{ And this may encline us-to think, that
| if both Sexes were equally Exercifed,
{ the one might acquire as much Vi-
gour as the other; which, in former
times, have been feen in a Commeon.-
Wealth; where Wreftling, and other
Exercifes, were common: to both :
! The fame is Reported of the Ama~
| zones, in the South Part - of Ame-
| 7ica,
|  We ought not (then) to lay any
| ground .on certain ordinary Expreffi-
| ons, -drawn. from the prefent State of
| the- Two ' Sexes, .When we  would
| ( mockingly ) blame a Man, as ha-
| ving little Courage, Refolution, and
| Hoa Cos-
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Conftancy, we call him Effeminate 5,
as if we would fay, That he is as
Low, and Cow-hearted, as a IWoman.
On the other hand, to praife a Woman
that is above the Ordinary, becaufe
of her Courage, Strength, or Wits.
we fay, She is a AMan. Thefe Ex-
preffions (fo advantagious to Men)
do not a little Contribute, to enter-
tain’ the 'high Notion that we have of
them ; Becaufe we confider not, that
they are but Likely . hoods; and that
their Verity indifferently fuppcfes Na-

ture, or Cuftom; and fo, are purely |

Contingent, and Arbitrary,  Vertue,
Mildnefs, and Integrity, being fo pe-
culiar to Women ( if their Sex had not

been fo little efteemed ); when we |

would have fignified, with Elogy, that

a Man had all thefe Qualities in an -
Eminent Degree ; we would have faid, - |

He is a PVoman, if it had fo plea-

fed Men, to Eftablith this form of

Speech.

What-ever the Matter be, it isnot
the Strength of Body, that ought, to
diftinguith  Aan - kind 5 otherwife ,
Bealts would have the advantage of
them;
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ihem, ‘and, amongft our Selves, the
Strongelt. Notwithfanding, we know
by Experience; that fuch who have
fo great Strength, are proper for
nothing but Matterial Works: And
that thefe, on the other: hand,
who have lefs, have commonly more
Brains.. The ableft Philofophers; and
the greateft Princes, have been Deli-

| cate enough; and the greatelt Gene-

fals, would not have (perhaps) been
willing to Wreftle with the meane(t
of their ‘Souldiers. Go but to a
Court of Juftice, and’ you -fhall fee,
whether the greateft Judge-match al-
wayes (in Strength) the loweft of their
Officers. ;

It is then “ufelefs; toteaw fo much
upon' the 'Conftitution of the Bodyy
for to tender Reafon of the Diffas
fence  which'is feen betwixt the Twe
Sexes, in Relation to'the Spirit. e¥

The Temperament does not confilk
in-an  indivifible Point: For, as we
cannot find two  Perfons” in whom it
is altogether alike;” néither can we
any more determine, precifely, where
in it is' that they differ.” Therc are
many forts of Cholericks, Sanguinesy”

; H 4 “andx.
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and Melancholicks s and | thefe Dj-
verfities. hinder not, but that they
may be, often as capable the one, as
the other;. and thar there may he
excellent Men, of all forgs of Coniti-
tutions : . And .even fuppofing, = that |
that, of 1 the, Tine . Sever -ba as diffe-
rent, as it is pretended to be; there |
is: ftill found . greater Difference a-
mongft many. Men,” who are (notwith-
ttanding) believed capable of the fame
things. - The More, .and. the Lefs, be- |
ing fo little confiderable, there is no-
thing, but a fpirit of Wrapgling, - that
can makeit beregarded, |

It is propable, that that which en-
grofleth fo much (into Notion ) the
Diftin®ion  whereof we fpeak, s,
That AMen examine not precifely e.
nough, all that which js Remarkable
in Women : - And- that Defect makes
us fall into the Errour of thofe, who
(having the Mind confufed) difinguifh
not aright, what ( feverally) belongs
o things; and attribute to one, that
which only pertains to another; be-
caufe they find them together -in 'the
fame Subjeq. Wherefore, finding fo
great Difference in Women, as to the
man-
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manner of Actions, and Funlions;
Men have transferred it to the Tem-

“perament, for want of Knowledge of

the true Caufe.

However it be, if we would exa-
mine, which is the moft Excellent of
the Two Sexes, by the comparing of
Bodies ; Women might pretend to the
Advantage, and without infilting on

_ the Internal Fabrick of their Bodiess

and that it is in'them, that the thing
in the World (the moft: Curious to
be known) _paffeth; to wit, How that
Mar (the moft Beautiful and Won-
derful of all Creatures) is produced:
Who can hinder them to fay, That
that which appeareth in the out-fide,
ought to give them the better? That
Comelinefs, and Beauty, are natural
and peculiar - to-them; -and that it is
this, that produceth Effe€ls as fenfible,
as ordinary: And that, if what they
can peforme by the infide of the
Head, renders them (at leaft) Aens
Equals; the Out-fide feldome ever
failes, to render them abfolutely theix
Mittrefles.

Beauty being as real an Advantage,
as Strength and Health, Reafon for-
G Hg biddeth
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deth not to plead Pre-eminence there-
from, rather than from the others:
and “if we fhould judge of its Value
(by the Sentiments and Paffions, which
it excites), as we judge (for the moft
part ) of all things; we would find,
that there is nothing more eftima-
ble, there being nothing fo effetive;
that is to fay, which moves and ftirs
more Paffions, and does mingle and
fortifie them more diverdly, as the Im-
preflions of Beauty.

It would not at all be neceflary, to . |

fpeak any more concerning the Tem-
perament of FPomen; if an Author
(no lefs Famous than Polite) had not
thought fit to confider it, as the force
of the Defedts which en commonly
charge them with; which helps much
to confirm People in the Opinion,
That sthey are lefs to be valued than
we. . Without relating his Opinion,
I fay, that for the right examining of
the Temperament” of the Two Sexes,
(with a Reference to Vice and Ver«
tue ), it muft be confidered in aState
indifferent; when, asyet, ncither Vice
nor Vertue were in Nature: And
then we fhall find, that that which in
one




Goov's the Pal, a5y
one:time istcalled Vertue, may in a-
nother, spafs for Vice (according to the
ufe that Men make thereof) ; So that, in
that cafe, all Temperaments are alike.

¢ Fot' the better Underfanding of this
Opinion’iwe muft obferve, that therc
is-nothing® but “our Soul eapable of
Vertue;  which; 'in/ géneral, confifts
in"'a firm and ‘conftant ‘Refolition, of
doingthat which we judge, ' the belt;
according® té the' divers*‘Occuirencies
that we meet with. - The 'Body ('pro-
perly)) is nothing but' the'Orgad,- and
Inftrument of that ‘Refolution (as a
Sword inones hand), both' for Offencé
and Defence : ‘And: all the ‘different
Difpofitions (which renders it more
or lefs fir for that ufe), owght not to
be called good ‘or bad; but as their
Effeds are more ordinary, and impor-
tant, for Good and Evil: For exams
ple, ' The Difpofition to Flight, for a-
voyding the Evils which threaten us, is
Indifferent ; becaufe! there: are'fome;
which  cannot otherwife be’ thunned ;
and then, itis Wifdom to flye: When,
on the other hand, it is culpable
Cowardife, for one to betake him-
felf to his ‘Heels, when the Danger ig.
fupe..
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Tuperable, by a generous Refiftance ;
which produceth ‘more '‘Good - than

afurt, oo :

But the Mind is no. lefs capable in
PFomen, than in. Azen, of that firm
Refolution, - which makes up. Vertue;
nor of knowing .the: Ran-counters,

when it is.tobe put in Pradice. They

can Regulate'their Paffions, as. well as
we; and are not more enclined. to
Vice, .than ;to.\Viertue. - We: might e-
ven make ithe Ballance turn. to their
Favour on this fide ; fince that the Af.
fedion towards Children (without com-
parifon,: fkronger ‘in- ¥ Pomen, than in
Men), is naturally linked to. Compaf-
fiony which we may call, .the Vertue
and: Bond' of: Civil- Society It being
impoflible 1 to conceive, That Society
is rationally . Eftablifhed for other end;
than to fupply the common Wants and
Neceffities of one another. : And if we
nearly ob’erve, How Puffions are for-
med in-us;+ we fhall find, . that aften
the .«manner that« ¥Fomen.  contri-
bute to the Produdion, and Education
of aden, itis as a Natural Confequence,
that they thoald itreat them in their Af-
fl.ctions, in fome forf as their Children.
Sl The

|
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The.. Difference which i obfer--
ved, between Men and Wo-
men, in regard of Masners,
proceeds from the Education
which is given Them..

1_'1' is fo much: the more important:to
. Remark, That the Difpofitions,
which we bring with us into. the
Wotld, are neither (in their Nature)
good or bad; that otherwife, we can-
not avoyd an Errour very ordinary;
whereby AMen often refer to Nature,
that which  (onely) {prings cfrom

Cuitom. 7
Men torture. their-Minds, to fearch
for aReafon, Why:we are.fubje& to
certain -Faults;;: and have  particular
Cuoftoms; for want 'of having : obfer-
ved, that whichi may be produced in
us, by Habit, Exercife,  Education,
and outward Condition; thatis o fay,
The Relation of Sex; Age, Fortune;
and Employment, wherein we are'pla-
ced jn Society 1, Iy heing ceriain, thalt!
a
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all thefe different Views diverfifying,

thoughts, and paffions, anfwerably dif-
pofe: the' minds quite otherswayes,
to look -on the truths prefented to
them, . It is ‘for that Reafon, that
the fame Maxime, propofed at the
fame time to Citizens, Souldiers, to
Judges, and Princes, affcGis them, -and
makes them A& fo differently : Be-
caufe, that' Men' cating for nothing
but the jout-fide; Look on it as the
i Rule, " and ‘meafire of theijr Senti-
| ments : Whence happens, tha¢ the
one lets pafs  as-ufelefs, that which
very. . much ‘takes - up “others; That
W Sword:men are Choaked with.  that
“}4[ which flatters ‘Gown-men s And

that Perfons of the fame Confitution
| take! fometitmes certaia things in a
i i contrary Senfe 3 Which enter by one
| and sthe ' fame biafs into the ‘minds
of Perfons ‘of different temperament ;
but who have fame the fortune;’ or edu=
cation,

It is not that we pretend, that al}
uien bring into the World the fame
bodily  conttitution.” That would be
indeedy an ill-grounded pretence; There
i are

1 an infinite number of wayes, the ° |
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are fome that are quick, and fome
flow: but it appearcth not, that that
diverfity any way hinders the minds
to receive the fame inftruction: all
that, it does, is, that fome receive it
more readily and happily than others,
So that what temperament foever Wo-
man have, they are no lefs capable
than we, of truth -and ftudies, And
if we find at prefent, in fome of them
fome defe, or impediment ;° or ‘even
that all of them, do not look into fo-
fid matters, as mendo ; to which not-
withftanding experience “is ‘contrary,
that ought folely to be rejected up-
on the outward condition of their Sex,
and on the education, which ic given
them, which comprehends the ignorance
wherein they are left, “the Prejudices
or Errours, whichare inftilled in them,
the Example which they have of others
their like. And.-all “the 'wayes to
which: | Decoram, — reftraint, - refcrve,
fubjéCtion, and fears, reduceth them.

In effe,nothing is omitted;on their ac-
count whichmayferve toperfwadethem,
that this great difference, which they
fee betwixt their'Sex, - arid ours, is a
work of Reafon, or divine inflitution.
g The




60 The Woman as
The apparel, education,. and exercifes,

cannot be more different, A Maid is.

not in fecurity but under the wings of
her Mother ; ‘or under the eyes of a
Governant that never leavesher: They
Frighten her with every thing : Threa-
ten her with Spirits, and Hobgoblines,
in all the corners of the houfe, where
fhe may. be alone: Even in the fireets,
and Churches, -there is. fomething to be
feared, if fhe have not her guards. The
great.care which.is takento drefs her,
takesup all her mind : So many lookes
as are. . glanced at her, and fo many
difcourfes, whichlfhe heares of beauty,
imployes all her thoughts; Aad the
complements, which fhe receives on
this Subject, makes her therein place
allher happinefs. - As they never {peak
to her.of any thing clfe, with that fhe
limits all her defigns, and carryes no
higher her profpects, Dancing, wri-
ting, and reading, are the greateft ex-
ercifes of Women all their librarycon-
fifts in a few little Bookes of Devo-
tion,  with that . which is.in the lirtle
cabinet.

All their Science is ‘reduced to work
with a Needle, The, hooking Glafs

is-
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is. “the - great ~Mafter and Oracle
which they confult. Balls, Playes, and
the Modes, make the fubject of their
Entertainments : They confider their
meetings as, famous Accademies, whe-
ther they go to inform. themfelves of
all the news of their Sex. Anad if it
happen, that fome one or other diftin-
guifh themfelves from the common, by
the reading of certain Bookes, which

. they had trouble enough to catch, there-

by to unlock their minds, they are of-
ten. obliged to hide themfelves : The
greatelt part. of thieir companions, out
of Jealoufic or other refpecls, never
failing . to accufc them: of intending to
play the rare things.

As to Maids of meaner conditiof,
forced to gain their lively-hood by their
labour ;. their parts are {till more ufe-
fefs, Care is taken to make them
learn a trade convenient to their Sex,
as foon as they are fit thereto, and their
neceflity of jmploying. themfelves con-
tinually therein, hinders them from
thinking of any thing clfe: And when
both one, and others, of tliem, bred i
this manner have attained to the age
of marriage, they are engaged therein,

or
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or otherwayes confin'd to 4 Cloyitcr,
where they. goon to live as they haye
begun, . ;
In all that which s taught'to Women,
0 we fee any thing ‘that tends to fo.
lid inftrucion? It feems on the con-
trary, that men have agreed on thig
fort of education, of purpofe to’ abafe
their courage, darken their mind; and
to fill it only with vanity, and fop.
peries; there to fifle af the feeds of Ver-
tue, and Knowledge, to render ufelefs
all the’ difpofitions which they' might
have to great things, and to take from
them the defire of perfecting them.'
felves, as well a5 we by depriving them
Of the means.
When [ ferioufly think on the man.
ner, how men ook upon that wlich
they think to fee faulty, in VVamen, I
find ,that fuch 5 cartiage hath -in j¢
fomewhat  bencath perfons . endowed
withreafon, ~If there be equal occafion
of ﬂndfng of fault in both Sexes, . that
which accufeth the other, offends againft
atural equity ; if there ‘be ' more e
vill in ours, and that we fee it not,
we are rafh to {peak of the faulfs of
others; if we fee it, and conceal 'jt,

we
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we are unjuft to blame the other who
hath lefs, If there be more good in
Waomen, than in Men; Men ought to
be accufed of ignorance, Or enyy, not
to acknowledge it, when in a Woman
there is more Vertue than Vice, the

“one fhould ferve to excufe the other ;
and when the defects that fhe hath
are infurpaffable, or that the means
to rid her felf, thereof or guard there-
from, are wanting, as to Woman they
are, fuch.a onc deferves compaffion, not
contempt. In fine, if thefe defectsbe
but flight, or onely apparent, it isim-
prudence or Malice to infift on them s,

- And itis not hard to prove, that men
commonly carry fo in refpect of 7Ve-
men.

It is commonly faid, that they are
timerous, and uncapable of defence;
that they are afraid of their thadow,
that the cry a child allarmes them,
and the whiftling of the Wind makes
them tremble. ~ That is not Univerfal.
Thereare a great many /7 omen as bold
as men, -andit is known that the moft
fearfull make often of neceffity a Ver-
tue ; timeroufnefs, is almoft infeparable
from vertue, and all vertuous perfons

have
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have jt. ag they would not do hutt
to any, and that they are not ignorant

is a Natural paflion,
from which no body s exempt : f}
men fear death, and the troubles of life ;

of thejr Subjeds, and.
enemies, and the moft.
waliant Generals to be furprized ung-+
Wares,

Fear is great, pr ortionably, tothe

force whicﬁ men l?hm they h:uz,e to re-
ilt;-and it is not blameable, but jn.
fuch in who are firong enough to re..
pell the evil which threatens then »
And we fhould be g unreafonable to
accufe-a Judge, or-a man that had ne-
ver minded any thing byt hig Book,
of bafenefs, for refufing to fight 4
duel; as to blame g Souldier who had
alwayes carryed arms, for not daring
to enter into difpyte againft a learned
LPhilofopher,

VVomen are bred in a manner that
gives them ground to apprehend, and
ear every thing ; they have not light e.
AOUgh to.avoid furprizes in matters of
Underttanding,
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Underftanding. Theyhave nothare in
the exercifes which give ftrength and
dexterity for attacking, and defending ;

They fee themfelves expofed helplefly
* to fuffer the outragioufnefs of a Sex;
fo fubject to Tranfports, which regards
them with contempt, and that often
treats dts like with more 'rage, and
cruelty, than Wolves do one ane-
ther.

Wherefore timeroufnefs ‘in PPomen
ought notto pafs for a defe®, butrather
for a Rational paffion, to which they
owe modefty, which is fo peculiar to
them; and the twogreat advantages of
life, which are the inclination to Vertue;
anrd the averfion from Vice, which the
greateft part of men withall the edu-
cation and light whicharc given them,
‘can hardly acquire,

Fear of want is the ordinary caufe
of Avatice, Men_are no ' lefs” fubje®
thereunto ‘than P Pomens And if we
came to anaccount, Iknow notif the
number -of the firlt fhould not. be
found greater, and their covetoufnefs
more blame worthy ; Since the midle
Vertue is notfar diftant from the two
Vices, the Extreams, men often miftake

the
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the one for the other, and confound
avarice with laudable frugality,
\As the fame ation may be good in
one, and badanother, it often happens
that that. which is evill in us, is not
at all fo in ##omen: They are deftitute
of all means to make their fortune
by their parts, the door of Sciences,
and Employments, being fhut againf
them ; And fo being in worfe conditi-
on to guard themfelves againft the
mifortunes, -and inconveniences of lifes
they ought more to be concerned. It
isno wonder then, that herewith they
feeing what a great trouble itis to pur-
chafe a {mall eftate, they take care to
keep it. ‘

If they receive fo eafily that which
is told them, it is an effe® of their
candour, and ingenuity, that will not
fuffer them to think, that thefe who
have authority over them, areignorant,
or interefted ; and we offend Jultice, to
accufe them of credulity, fince thereis
yet more amongftus. The ableft men
fuffer themfelves to be too much al-
lured by a falfe appearance ; And all
their Knowledge is often.times, but a
mean
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mean  credulity, but of fomewhat
greater extent than that of Women.: I
mean, that they are not’ more knowing
than others ; but becaufe they have
more Lightly given their’ confent, to
a greater number of things, of which
they have retained the Notions, right
or wrong, by having fo oftenrun them
over.

That which caufeth timeroufnefs in

. Women, produceth likewile fuperftitiotr,

which - the learned themfelves impute
to them: But in this, the learned ap-
pear like thofe, who being moft in the
wrong, perfwade themfelves that they
are in the right, becaufe they make °
a Lowder Noife - than others.” They
fancy that they themfelves, are clear
from fuperftition, 'becaufe they find it
in fome ignorant Women, whil'flt in'the
_meah time, themfelves are therein mife-

rably- plunged up. te the. eares.
Though all_nen were the true wor-
fhipers- of God, in Spirit, and in Truth,
‘and that Women rendered bim ‘only
Superftitious adoration, in ‘this they
would be excufable. They arenotat all
taught to know God by, themfelves :
they- know nothing of  him, but what
is
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is told them: And, as the moft part |

of Men fpeak of him in a manner, fo

unworthy of what he is, and diffin. |
guith him not fromhis Creatures, ‘bur |

only by the attribute of Creator; it is
no wonder, that Women only knowing
him upon their report, ‘Worfhip him
by Religion, with the fame Sentiments
that they have for men, whom they
fear and reverence.

There are fome men, that think they
can fufficiently Mortifie the P¥omen,
by telling of them, that they are no-
thing elfe all of them but tatlers.
They have reafon to be vexed, at fo
impertinent a calumny. Their body is

fo happily difpofed by the tempera- |

ment which is propper to them, that
they diftin®ly retain ‘the impreffions
of Objects, which once they have re-

ceived : They reprefent them to them-
felves without Trouble,and exprefs them'

with - wonderful Facility : That is the
Reafon, that the Notions which they

have, .awakening on the leaft occafion,

they begin and .continue their Con-
verfation at their Pleafore: And'the
Quicknefs of their Spirit (giving them

Means to perceive, ‘cafily, ‘the Relati-

on

S
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on of things among themfelves, they)
pafs without trouble from one Sub-
je& to another; and, by that mieans,
can fpeak a long time, without letting
the Difcourfe flag or dye.

i The Benefit of ‘Speech, is naturally
accompanied with a-great defire of u-
fing of it, when occafion offers: Tt'is
the ‘only 'Bond “of Me~ in Societys
.and manyfind, that there is no’grea-
| ter Pléafure in the World, nor more
{ becoming ‘the Mind, than to Commu-
I nicate  their - Thoughts to othets.
Wherefore, “Wimes ~ being* ‘able* " to
| fpeak with Eafe,” and being bred and
| brought up ‘with ‘others’; * they were
| to be blamed, if they faited to enter-
| tain' themfelves: ;
| They ought not, then, to pafs for
| Tatlets, but when they fpeak out' of
| purpofes and “of things, <which "they
| underftand not, withoutdefire” of ‘Tn=
| ftru&ion: . .

We muft rot imagine, that Pegple
| never tatle, 'But when they talk of
| Cloths 'and” Fathiohs. ' The Tatle of

News-Mongersl ‘i oftén ‘more ridi-
culous: "And’ that; floré of "Words,
' heaped one ‘wpon’ another (and which

: I fignifie
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ﬁ%niﬁe nothing at all, in the moft part 1
of Works), make a Chat far more &

“fimple, than thateof the fillieft of Wo- |
men.. At leaft, we may fay, That the

Difcourfes of thefe, arc real and .in- |
telligible ; - and that, they arenot vain |
enough, to imagine (as the greateft |

part of the Learned do), That they
are. Wifer than their _Neighbours;

becaufe they, utrér more Words, and |
defs Senfe. If Men had a Tongue as |

free, it would. be impoffible to make
them hold their Peace. Every one
entertains himfelf with what.he knows ;
Merchants about. their Bufinefs, Phils-
Jophers with' their Studies, and Women
about that which they have been able
to Learn; And they may fay, That
they would have entertained themfelves
better, and with greater Solidity, if

there had been as great Care for Inftru-
¢tion taken with zherm,

It choaks a great many, that wo-

»en, in their Converfation, teftific a
great defire to know every thing. I
know not what can be the Palat of
thefe Azen, that cannot relifh, 'that
V¥omen \fhould be fo Curious: For
#ny part, Lam well pleafed, that Pct;-

ple
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ple fhould be curious; and I only ad-
vife them, to manage it fo, that they be’
not troublefome there-with. :

I look upon the Converfations ‘of
VVonten, as upon thofe of Philofophers -
where it is equally -permitted to all,
to entertain themfelves about things,
of which they have no Knowledge :
and there are crofs Times in the one, as
| well as'the other, .
| It is ordinary with many ez, to
| treat the Curious, like Beggars. When
| they are in an Humour of beftowing,
r
|

they take it not ill to be asked; and’

when they have a mind to difcover

| what they know, they are glad to be
| entreated ; If not, they fail not to
 fay, Ye are alittle too Curious. Be-
 caufe Men have forged to themfelves,
 that Women onght not to 'Study;.
 they fand upon their Points, when Wo~
‘men deémand to be informed of” that
which is Learned by Books. - I efteem

them Curious things ; and regret, they

have not the mcans to fatisfie” them-

felves therein; being often (only) hin-
dered by a juft Fear, to addrefsthent

felves for that end, to touchy and

foolith Heads; by whom they would

12 find
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find themfelves jeer'd, inftead of re. i
ceiving Inftrution. It feems to me, |
that ‘Curiofity is one of the moft cer.
tain Signes “of a good Wit; tharis,
more capable of Learning. It js a
Rnowledge begun, which fets us for-.
ward, and makes us proceed farther
if the way of Truth. When two Per.
fons are touched by the fame thing, and
that the one looks upon it with [n.
differency, .and. the other draws nea-
rer, iwith defigne to fec it better; it
is,a:mark,: that this hath the Eyes
mipre open,  The Mind in both Scxes,
i3 JEqually, fit_for Sciznces; and the
Beﬁi’c, which it may have of them,
i8.n0. moge: to, be blamed. in the one,
thap in_the other. When the Mind
finds)it [elf affecied with a thing, which
it feesobur abfcurely, it feems to be
bBy,«a; Nagural Right,” that it would be
cleared, therein: ~ Ignorance being the'
mott sirkfome Slavery (wherein it can
be), it is.as unreafonable to condemn
a Perfon,: who {trives to get out of
it ;, aya;Wretch, who fhould endeavour
to. efcapc. out of “aPrifon; wheré he
werethut up. '

v
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Amonglt all the Faults that Wo-
men are charged with, the TIncon™
flant and Fickle Humour, is .that
which ‘makes the manieft difcontens
ted, In the mean-time, they them~
felves are not lefs fubjett theretos

But becaufe, they fee themfelves Ma-

fters, they think that every thing is

| lTawful to them: And that Women,
- being once engaged to them, the kiiot

ought to be indiffoluble’ (oncly) on
their part ; althongh that they be both

‘Equal, and that every one is obliged for

| their own fhare.

They would not fo often (Mutuaily)

| accufe one another of Levity, if they
| obferved, that it is Natural to Men;

and that, he that fayes Mortal, fayes

| Inconftant; and that, it is an Indif-
. penfible neceflity of being, inthe man-

ner which we are made, We judge
not of Objects, we love, or hate
them not; but upon Appearances,
which depend not on us. The fame
things appear to us diverfly; fome-
time, becaufe they have fuffered. fome
Alteration; fome time, becaufe we
our felves are changed. The fame

- Meat, more or ‘lefs Seafomed, (Hot

I or
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“or Cold) canfeth in us quite different |
Senfations:  And, remaining (il the |
fame, we are otherwife affected there- |
with in Sicknefs, than in Health, In
our Infancy, we are indifferent, as to
Things ;. which, ten Years after, we
look upon with Paffion, becaufe the Bo-
dy is Changed. |

I a 7Voman loves us, it is, Becayfe |
{he thinks us Lovely ;- and, if another |
hate us, ir is, Becaufe we appear to |
her Hatefol. In one time we efteem
thofe, whom we have flighted before ;
becaufe they have not alwayes appea- |
xed to us the fame; whether jt be
They, or We, who are Changed. And
Tuch an Object, being prefented to the
Heart, lath found the Door open ;
which, a Quarter of an Hour fooner
or later, had been barr'd againft it.

The Hovering, wherein we many . |
times find our Selves betwixt two dif-
ferent Inclinations, which one and the
fame Obje@ caufeth in us, convinceth
us in fpight of our Teeth, that the Paf-
fions are not free; and that we are
unjuft to complain, That we are other-
wife confidered of, than we would, Asa
Imall Matter is enough to kindle Love ;

fo,
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fo, a little thing can-extinguifli it: and
that Paffion depends no more upon us'
in its Progrefs, than in its Birth. Of
ten Women, that afpire to be Loved,.
it falls out ordinarily, That flie who
hath leaft Merit, leat of Birth and’
| Beauty, fhall catry it over the  refts
| becaufe that fhe may have had aBrif-
| ker. Air, or forje-what more in Mode,
{ ‘or fuitable to our Gufto, in the Hu-
| mour that then we find our felvesin.

It is fo far from doing wrong to
Women, toaccufe them of being more:
Cunning and Artificious than Men,
that' Men: fpeak for them, if they
know what they fay; fince; by fo'
faying, they acknowledge them to-be
more Witty and Prudent. Attifice s
afecret way of attaining an End pro-
pofed, without being diverted : - There’
is need of Wit, to find out that way';
and Dexterity, to manage it: And
we cannot find fault, that a Woman
imployes Attifice, to avoyd being de-
ceived.  Craft is far more Pernicious,
and more ordinary amongft Mén: That'
hath alwayes been' the common Road,
to enter into the Places and Employ-
ments, where they may do greateft:
Mifchief. 14 And,

|
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And, jnftead of that, That /. |
(who have amind 1o Cheat), employ
their Goods, their Uudcr‘_[};ax}ding, and |
their Power, from which weare rarea |
Iy fecure : VVowmien. haye nething to
ufe, but Careffes ang Eloquencejiwhich
are .natoral . Means, ~againft wwhich,
We may more eafily  guird oy
Selves, - when there js any o reafony of
Miftrugt. : } 95

For the Summary of Accifation and
Defed, it is faid; That F#omen are |
more malitious and wicked than Aden : |
And all the Evil, with which Men.can |
charge i them,, is fhut up ‘in this Opi- |
nion, I do not believe, that thofe
who entertain this Thought, do pre-
tend, That there are more V'V omen
than Aen, who do Mifchief : That
would be a manifep Falthood ; For,
they have no Part in Employments, .
and: Charges ;  the abnfe of which, is
the caufe of a]) publick Calamities ;
and their Vertue js toq Exemplary
and the Diforders of Men too well
known to call them i quettion,

When. 4ze (then) fay, That mwo-
ezer have more Malice ; it fignifies no
more, but that, whep they fet them-

felves
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felves to do Evil, they do it more
dextroufly, and drive it farther that
Men. _Let it be fo. This marks in
them a moft folid Advantage : For,
one cannot be capable of doing much
Mifchicf, without having good Judg~
ment; and without being alfo (by
Confequence) capable of doing much.
Good. So that, ¥¥umen ought Dot

- to look upon this Reproach, more In-

jurious, than that which might be
made to Rich and Powerful Afen;.
that they are’ more wicked than the
Poor, becaufe they have more Op-
portunies of hurting: - And VZomen
might anfwer, as they; That, if they
can do Hurt, they.canalfo do Gooq;
and that, if the Ignorance. whetein
they are lefr be the'caufe, Why they,
are worfe than we; Knowledge, onthe
contrary, would render them . much®
better,

This thort Difcuffion, of the molt
fignal Defédts (which Men conceive
peculiar, and natural, to the hovely:
Sex) provestwo things 3 the one, That
they are- not fo confiderable, as the
Vulgar Tmagine; and the other, That
they may be Réjected, upon the |

s o
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Education which PPomen have; and
What-ever they are, they may be a-
mended by Inftrudion;  of which,
#Vomen are no lefs capable than our
Selves.

If the Philofophers had followed this
Rule, in judging of all that concerns
¥ Vomen, they would have fpoken more
foundly; and had not (in Refpect of
them) fallen into Ridiculous Abfurdi-
ties.  But the moft part, both of An-
tient. and Modern, having only built
their Philofophy upon popular Prejudi-
€es;, and, having been in great Igno-.
#ance of themfelves; it isno wonder, that
they, have fo far miftaken others,
Without giving our felves any trouble
1o medle with the Antients; " we may
fay of the Modern, That the manner
how they are Taught (making them
belicve, though fallly, That they cans
not become more knowing, than thofe
that have gane before. them ), renders
them: Slaves, to Antiquity , and en-
clines them, to embrace (blindly) all
that they find therein, as Conftant
and Univerfal Truths. And becaufe,
that all* that they fay againtt 7 pomen,
is principally  founded upon  what

they

I
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!they' have Read in the Antients; it
will not here be unprofitable, to fclate
fome of the moft: curious Conceitson
this Subje@; which have been left to
us, by thefe Illuftrious Dead, whofe
aver'y' Afhes, and® Rottenrefs, are at
“,

this Day, held in fo great. Venera-
tion.

Plato (the Father of ~Antient Phi-
| lofophy ) thanked the Gods for thiee:
| Favours, which they had befowed on
| him; -but chiefly, for that he was
| Born aMan; and not a VVoman. 1

he had in his Eye their:prefent Cons
dition, I thould eafily be of his Mindz
But that -which makes me think; that:
he had fome-what elfe’ in his Thoughts,:
is; The Doubt whichihe is faid to have.
been often in,. If Women oughtto be pla-
ced in the Category of Bealts.. That:
may be fufficient ‘to Rational Men; to:
make him Condemn*himfelf of Igno-
rance, or Brutithnefs; and’ totally to
degrade him from the Title of Divine,
which 'he enjoyes no more,: butamong,
Pedants.

His Scholar-4riffotle - (to -whom the
Sehools fill coutinue tve Name of the:
Glorious Genious. of .Natvres upon a

i Miitake :
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Miftake, that he hathknown her, better
than any other Philofopher) pretends,
that 7’Vumen are but Montters, Who
would not believe i, upon the Au- |
thority of fo Renowned 2 Petfonage ? |
To fay, Itis an Impertinence; would ]
be, to choak his Suppofition too” open-
1

I a¥Poman (how Learned foever
fhe ‘might be), had wrote as much
of Men, fhe would have loft all her
Credit; and ez would have ima-
gined it fufficient; to have refuted fuch
a Foppery; by anfwering, That it mu
be a ¥ ¥ gman, of a Fool, that had fajd
foi. 'In the mean-while, the would
have had no. lafs Reafon, than this Pp;-
Yofopher. W ¥ omendre as Antient as Men
We, fee them in as great Number ;
and ‘no “Man is furprized “to meet
them in his Way: « To ' be'a Monfter
according.to the Opinion;, it folf, of
that ‘Man )| there: muft be fomething
Exuastdinary, and 1Surprizing, © %o
ze havenothing of all that}: They have

been alwayes made after the fame
Fathion; alwayes Pretty and Witty.
And, if they be not made like Ariflotle,

G

That Arifferle was not
; The
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The Difciples: of this Author (who
lived in the time of Philo), fell into
a Conceit, no lefs old Fafhioned, in
regard of ¥ Pomen ;. fancying to them-
felves (according to. the Relation of
that Hifforian), - That they were Halfe
Men, or Imperfect Males. Itis, with- .
out doubt, becanfe they have not the
Chin hung with a long beard ; unlefs it
be that; Ican apprehend nothing, - The
Two Sexes (to be Perfe®) ought to
be, as we fee them, If the one were
altogether like the other, it would be
neither of the Two. If Men be the
Fathers of Women, Women are - the
Mothers of  Aden 3 which, atleaft; ren-
dersthem Equal : And we might have
as 'much Reafon, as thefe Philofophers,
to fay; That' Aden are Imperfect ¥po-
72682,

Socrates (‘whe was the Morality and
Qracle of Antiquity) fpeaking of the
Beauty: of that Sex ; was accufto-
med: to' compare /it to a Temple
of a Fair Show, but built upon a
Jakes.

If this Conceit do not turn our Sto-
macks, we muft only Lavugh at it. It
is propable, that he judged of the

Bodies
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Bodies of ' others, by his own, ot by
his Wives; who' ‘was a She-Devil,
which made him deteft her; and, that
he fpake of her Sex; to bring her down :
And, that he himfelf was mad to the
very foul, becaufe he was ugly as a
Maggot. \

Diogenes,  Sir-named The Dog, be:
caufe he was good at nothing but Bite-
ing; fecing one day (in paffing) two
VVomen, who Difcourfed together ;
told the Company, That there was
two Serpents, an Afpe and a Viper,
who Communicated to one another
their Poifon:  That Saying is worthy
of an Honeft Man; and Iwonder not,
that it is Ranked among the goodly
Philofophical Sentences. If the Wife
Men of Gortam had lived in his time,
it is certain, we fhould have found:
their  Ran - counters more fprightly.
The good Man was alittle wounded ;
and they that knew him a little, judged,
that (at that time) he had nething elfe;
to fay.

For the admirable and pleafane
Democritnss as he loved tor be merry
and laugh alittle, we muft snot take:

: ; every.
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cevery thing litterally which came from
his Month, He wasavery tall Aan;
and his Wifc, one of theleat: Being
one day asked, Why he had fo ill

.matched himfelf ? He anfwered (ac-
cording to hisordinary. Rallery), That
when we are obliged to choofe, and
when there is nothing that- is good to
be taken, the Leaft is alwayes the

{. Beft. If the fame Queftion had been’

put to his. Wife, fhe might have re-
pattied with as much Reafon; That
a litrle and abig Husband, being both
alike, the one as bad as the other,
fhe had taken her’s hap Hazzard; for
fear, that if thehad chofen, fhe might
have done worfe.

Cato (the Sage and Severe Critick)
prayed often, That the Gods would par-
don him, if he had ‘been fo Imprudent,
as to truft the leat Secret.to g -
man. There ftuck in the good Afuns
Mind, a Famous Paffage in the Ro-
man Hiltory; which Antiquaries ufe
as a great Argument, to prove thelittle
Secrefie of ¥ Pomen : A Child of twelve
Years of Age, being prefled by his
Mother, to_tell her. the Refolurion 1of

¢ the
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he Senate ( where he had been A
filtant), invented to baffle her; thar
it had been decreed, That every Huf-
band fhould haye feveral Wives.
Immediately, fhe went and told her
Neighbours, to  confult about her
Meafures with them; So that, in ghe
fpace of half an Howr, it was all
the Town over. [ would gladly
know, what a poor Husband wouyld
do, if in a State,  where FPiimen
were the Miftreffes (as in that of the
Amazones) s one thould come and
tell him, ‘that it had been refolved in
CGounfel; That every Husband myft
have an Helper: without doubt, he
would not open his Mouth.

Thele are fome of the great and fub-
lime Conceits, which they  (whom
the Learped ftudy as Oracles) have
entertained, concerning the Beauti.
fal SEX: And that which is plea-
fant, and odd, both together, is,
That Grave Men ferio: fly ~-make
ufe of that, which thefe Famous
Antients have often but faid in
Drollery.: S true it is, that Pre-

judices,
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judices, and Pre- Occupation, do
make Afen themfelves miftake the
Mark, who pafs for the moft Ratio-
nal, Judicious, and Wife,

An




An Advertifement,

HE firongeft Objections thar
can be made againft ws, are
drawn from the Authority of
&grear Men, and Holy Scrip-

ture . s to the former, Ve think  to
have fufficiently Jatisfied Them by tel-
bing them, Thar we ackzowledge 10 g-
ther  Authority. bere, bur that ‘of Rea-
Son, and good Senfe, :

s to the Scripture ; it s nor at alf
contrary to the Intens of this Treatife,
if me upderftand well) both the one and
the other. . Here we pretend, That there
s an intive Equallity betwizt the Tiwo
Sexes, being confidered Independent of
of Cuftom 5 which placeth ofren thofe of
moft Merit and Parts, in a Dependence
on. others, The Scripture [peakerh 7os
@ word of Inequalisy - And, as the
nd of it is enly 1 Jerve Men for a

Rale
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Rule in their Conduld, (according to
| the Notions which it gives of Fuftice)y
So, it leaves 1o every one the Liberty, to
| judge as well_as be can of the natural

Cand true) ffare of Things. And,z{
\ we mind 3t, . all the Objeltions whic
\ are drawn there-from, are but Sophifms
of Prejudice; whereby fometimes, Men
wriderfand (of all Women) Paffages,
_ which only agree to fome few in Parti=

cnlar : Sometime they refer to Naure,
that which only flowes from Education
_ or Ciftorn, and that which [acred du-
thors bave fpoken with Relation.to thedy
own Times,
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nian, The Fourth Edition : A moff Ex-
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