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« The Arraignment of unworthy
Women ;»
AND
« The Arraignment of dishonourable

Mex.”

SAovertigement,

Trar every one fhould learn to ¢ choofe the good and refufe
“ the evil,” is a pofition of firiking importance; equally
accredited in the Publications herewith prefented, and
claiming the revival of them.

With thefe curious Effays we trace a remarkable fimi-
larity of habits and fentiments, in our own country, in the
periods of about two centuries diftant from each other. The
qualities and pretenfions of the different Sexes are examined
with appropriate

—the confequences of the different
Conditions in Life which they may adopt arc impreflively
pointed out ; hence it is prefumed, that topics and charac-
ters, of univerfal concern, thys treated and depicted, will
render the perufal of them very interefting,

To Perfons defirous of confulting the literature of
preceding times, thefe little volumes are infcribed 5 and in
attempting to gratify their enquirics, the Editor hopes to
meet a kind return,
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Neither to the beft nor yet to the
worft, but to the common fort of
Women.

Vfing with my felfe being idle, and ha-
uing little eafe to paffe the time withall , and I be-
@ ing in a great chollor againft fome women, I mean
O more then one ; And foin the ruffe of my fury, tak-
ing my pen in hand to beguile the time withal, in-
deed I might have imployed my felfe to better vfe then in fuch an
idle bufines, and better it were to pocket up a pelting injury then
to intangle my felfe with fuch vermine, for this T knowe that be-
caufe women are women, therefore many of them will doe that in
an hower, which they many times will repent all their whole life
time after, yet for any injury which T haue receued of thé, the more
I confider of it, the leffe I efteeme of the fame: Yet perhaps fome
may fay vnto me that I haue fought for honey, caught the Bee by
the taile, or that I haue been bit or ftung with fome of thefe wafps,
otherwife I could neuer haue beene expert in bewraying their
quallities, for the Mother would neuer haue fought her Daughter
in the Ouen but that the was there firft herfelfe; Indeede I muft
confefle I haue beene a Traueller this thirty and odde yeares, and
many trauaillers liue in difdaine of women, the reafon is, for that
their affe&ions are fo poyfoned with the hainous eills of vocon-
ftant women which they happen to be acquainted with in their
trauails: for it dothfo cloy their ftomacks that they cenfure hard=
ly of women eucr afterwardes: wronged men will not be tongue-
tyed: Therefore if youdoeill you muft not thinke to heare well,
Az for




The Epifile
foralthough the world be bad, yet it is not come to that paffe that
men fhould beare with all the bad conditions that.is in fome wo-
men.

Iknow I fhall be bitten by many becaufe I touch many, but be-
fore I goe any further let me whifper one worde in your cares, and
that is this, whatfoeuer you thinke priuately I wish you to con-
ceale it with filence, leaft in Rarting vp to finde fault you proue
your felues guilty of thefe monftrous accufations which are heere
following againft fome women : and thofe which fpurne if they
feele themfelues touched, proue themfelues ftarke fooles in be-
wraying their galled backs to the world, for this booke toucheth
no fort of women, but fuch as when they heare it will goe about
to reproue it, for although in fome part of this Book I tripp at
your heeles, yet I will ftay you by the hand fo that you fhall not
fall further then you are willing , although I deale with you after
the manner of a fhrowe which cannot otherwife eafe her curft
heart but by her vnhappy tongue : If I be too earneft bear with
me a little, for my meaning is not to fpeake much of thofe that are
good, and T fhall fpeake to little of thofe that are naught, but yet
T will not altogether condemne the bad, but hoping to better the
good by the naughty examples of the badd ; for there is no wo-
man {o good but hath one idle part or other in her which may bee
amended, for the cleareft Riuer that is hath fome durtin the bot-
tome: Tewels are all precious but yet they are not all of one price,
nor all of one vertue : gold is not all of one picture, no more are
women all of one difpofition : women are all neceffary euills and
yet not all giuen to wickedneffe, and yet many fo bad, that in my
conceit if I fhould fpeake the worft that I know by fome women,
1 fhould make their eares glowe that heare me, and my tongue
‘would blifter to report it; but it is a great difcredit for a man to
be accounted for a fcolde, for fcolding is the manner of Shrowes ;
therefore I had rather anfwer them with filence which finde fault,
then ftriue to win the Cucking-ftoole fro them. Now me thinks
1 heare fome curious Dames giue their rafh iudgements and fay,
that I hauing no witt, defcant vpon women which haue more wit
then men/toanfwer you againe, If I belie you iudge me vnkinde,
but
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o the Reader.

but if 1 fpeake the trueth I fhall be the better beleeued another
time: and if T had wrate never fo well it is vnpoffible to pleafe all,
& if neuer foill yet [ fhall pleafe fome. Letitbe well orill I look.
for no praife for my labour, 1 am weined from my mothers tear,
and therefore never more to be fed with her papp, ‘wherefore fay
what you will for I will follow my owne vaine in vnfolding euc-
ry pleat, and fhewing euery wrinklc of a womans difpofition, and
yet T will not wade foTarre ouer the fhooes but that I may returne
dry, nor fofarr inbut that I may eafily efcape out, and yet for all
that I muft confeffe my felfe to be in a fault, and that I haue offen-
ded you beyond fatisfa@ion, for it is hard to giue a fufficient re-
compence fora flaunder, and yet hereafter if by nomeanes I can-
not obtaine your fauour to be one of your Pulpet men, yet you
cannot deny me to be one of your Parifh, & therefore if you pleafe
but to place me in the body of the Church hereafter, you fhall
finde my deuotion fo great towardes you, as hee that knecleth at
the chancell doore : for I wrote this book with my hand, but not
with my heart.

Tndeed when I firft began to write this booke, my witts were
gone a wooll-gathering, in fo much that in a manner forgetting
my felfe, and {0 in the rough of my fury, [ vowed for euer to be an
open enemy vnto women, but when my fury was a little paft, T
began to contider the blafphemy of this infamous booke again(t
your fectes ; 1 then tooke my pen and cut him in twenty peeces,
and had it not beene for hurting my felfe, I would haue cut my
owne fingers which held my pen : and futthermore for a pennance
1 doe craue that my felfe may be a Tudge againft my felfe, but yet
affure your felues of all euills I will choofe the leaft, wherefore [
choofe rather to beare a faggot, then burnc by the faggot : you
may perceiue the winde is changed into anather dore, and that T
begin to be fea-ficke and yet not paft halfe a mile on the falte wa-
ter, and that my mouth hath vitered that in my fury, which my
heart neuer thought, and therefore / confeffe that my tongue hath
gone beyond my wittes, for / doe furmife that the fauce which 7
have made is too fharpe for your dyet, and the flowers which /
have gatherd are too ftrong for your nofes ; But if / had brought
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The Epiftle
little Dogges from Ifand, or fine glaffes from Penice, then 1 am
fure that you would either hane woed me to have them, or withed
10 fee them, But I will heere conclude this firft Epiftle, praying
you with patience to heare the reft, for if I offend you at the firft,
I will make you amends at the laft, and fo I leaue you to him,
whofe feate is in Heauen and whofe foot-ftoole is the Earth.

Yours.in the way of Honefty,
Thomas Tel-troth.

Read i1 if you pleafe and like as you lift, néither to the wifeft
Clarke, nor yet 1o the ffarkeft Foole, but vnto the ordi-
nary fort of giddy beaded young-men I fend

1his greeting. 3

to this beare-garden apace and get in betimes, and viewe

cuery roome where thou maift beft fit, for thy owne plea-
fure, profite, and heartes cafe, and beare with my rudenefle if I
chance to offend thee : But before I doe open this trunke full of
torments againft women, I thinke it were not amiffe to refemble
thofe which in olde time did facrifices to Hercules, for they vfed
continually firft to whip all their Dogges out of their Citty, and I
thinke it were not amifle to driue all the women out of my hear-
ing, for doubt leaft this little fparke kindle into fuch a flame, and
raife fo many finging Hornets humming about my cares, that all
the witt 1 haue will not quench the one nor quiet the other : for 7
feare methat I haue fet downe more then they will like of, and yet
a great deale leffe then they deferue, and for better proofe I referr
my felfe to the iudgement of men, which haue more experience
then my felfe, for 7 efteeme little of the mallice of women , for
men will be perfwaded with reafon, but women muft be anfwe-
red with filence , for / know women will barke more at me, then
Cerberus

YF thou mean to fee the Bear-bayting of womE, then trudge




To the Reader.

Cerberus the two headed Dog did at Hercules when he came into
Hell to fetch out the faire Proferpina, and yet I charge them
now but with a bul-rufh in refpe& of a fecond booke which is
almoft ready : I doe now but fret them with a falfe fire, but my
next charge fhall be with weapons , and my larum with powder
and fhot, for then we will goe vpon thefe venemous Addars,
Serpents and Snakes, and tread and trample them vnder our feet,
for I haue known many men flung with fome of thefe Scorpions,
and therefore 7 warne all men to beware the Scorpion; / knowe
women will bite the lippe at me and cenfure hardly of me, but 7
feare not the curft Cowe for fhee commonly hath fhort hornes ;
let them cenfure of me what they will, for / meane not to make
them my Tudges; and if they fhoote their fpitc at me, they may hit
themfelues, and fo / will fmile at them asat the foolifh flyc which
burneth herfelfe in the candle ; And fo, friend Reader, if thou haft
any difcretion at all, thou maieft take a happy example by thefe
moft lafciuious and crafty, whoorifh, theeuifh, and knauith wo-
men, which were the caufe of this my idle time fpending ; and yet
1 haue no warrant to make thee beleeue this which / write to be
true, but yet the fimple Bee gathereth hony where the venemous
Spider doth her poyfon ; And fo Z will hinder thee no longer from
that which enfueth, but heer 7 will conclude leaft thou haft caufe
10 fay, that my Epiftles are longer then my booke, a Booke Z hope
T may callit without any offence, for the Collyer calls his horfe a
Horfe, and the Kings great Steed is but a Horfe.

If thou Read but the beginning of a booke thou canft giue no
iudgement of that which enfueth; Therefore / fay as the Frier,
who in the midft of his Sermon faid often that the beft was be-
hinde: And fo if thou reade it all ouer thou fhalt not be deluded
for the beft is behinde, 7 think I haue fhott fo neere the white
that fome will account me foragood Archer : and {o praying thee
to looke to thy footing that thou run not ouer thy fhooes, and fo
be paft recouery before my fecond booke come.

Thy friend nameles,
To keepe my felfe blameles.







CHAP. 1.

This first Chapter sheweth to what use Women
were made, italfo heweth that moft of them degenerate
from the vfe they were framed vito, by leadinga proud
lafie and idle life, to the great hinderance of their poore
Husbands.

Ofes deferibeth a woman
thus: At the firft beginning (faith he)
a woman was made to be a helper
vnto man, and fo they are indeede,
for fhe helpeth to fpend & confume
that which man painefully getteth.

. He alfo faith that they were made of
the ribbe of 2 man, and that their froward nature thew-
eth; for a ribbe is a crooked thing good for nothing elfe,
and women are crooked by nature, for fmall occafion
will caufe them to be angry.

Againe, in a manner fthe was no fooner made but
ftraight way her minde ws fet vpon mifchiefe, for by her
afpiring minde and wanton will the quickly procured
mans fall, and therefore euer fince they are & haue been
a woe vnto man, and follow the line of their firft leader.

¥or I pray you let us confider the times paft with the
time prefent, firft, that of Dauid and Salomon, if they had
occafion fo many hundreth yeares agoe to exclaime fo
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bitterly againft women, for the one of them faid, that it
wasbetter to be a doorekeeper,and better dwell in a den
amongft Lyons then to be in the houfe with a froward
and wicked woman : and the other faid, that the climing
vp of a fandy hill to an aged man was nothing fo weari-
fome as to be troubled with a froward woman : and fur~
ther he faith, that the mallice of a beaft is not like the
mallice ofa wicked woman, nor that there is nothing
more dangerous then a woman in her fury.

The Lyon being bitten with hunger, the Beare being
robbed of her young ones, the Viper being trod on, all
thefe are nothing fo terrible as the fury of a woman. A
Bucke may be inclofed in a Parke, a bridle rules a horfe,
aWoolfe may be tyed,a Tyger maybe tamed, but a fro-
ward woman will never be tamed, no {pur will make hir
goe, nor no bridle will holde hir backe, for if a woman
holde an opinion no man can draw hir from i, tell hir of
hir fault fhe will not beleeue that fheis in any fault, give
hir good counfell but fhe will not take it , if you doe but
looke after another woman then fhe will be iealous, the
more thou loueft hir the more the willdifdaine thee,and
if thou threaten hirthen fhe will be angry, flatterher and
then fhe will be proude, and if thou forbeare hir it ma-
kethhir bould, and if thou chaften hir thenfhe willturne
to a Serpent; ata worde a woman will neuer forgetan
iniury, nor giue thanks for a good turne; what wife man
then will exchange golde for drofle, pleafure for paine,
a quiet life for wrangling braules, from the which the
married men are neuer free.

Salomon faicth that women are like vnto wine, for that
they will make men drunke with their deuifes.

Againe
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Againe in their loue a woman is compared to a pom-
ming-ftone, for which way foeueryouturne a pomming
{ftone it is full of holes; euen {o are womens heartes, for
if loue fteale in at one hole it fteppeth out at another.

They are alfo compared vnto a painted fhip, which
feemeth faire outwardly & yet nothing but ballace with-
in hir, or as the Idolls in Spaine which are brauely gilt
outwardly and yet nothing but lead within them, or like
vnte the Sea which atfometimes is {o calme thata cock-
bote may fafely endure hir might, but anon againe with-
out rage fheis fo grown thatit ouerwhelmeth the talleft
{hip that is.

A froward woman is compared to the winde, and a
{till woman vnto the Sunne, for the funne and the winde
met a traueiller vpon the way and they laide a wager,
which of them fhould get his cloake from him firft ; then
firft the winde began boiftroufly to blow, but the more
the winde blow’d the more the traueller wrapped and
gathered hiscloakeabouthim ; now whenthe winde had
done what he could and was neuer the neerer, then be-
gan the Sunne gentlyto thine vpon him andhe threw off
not onely his cloake but alfo his hat and Ierkin, this mo-
rall theweththat a woman with high wordes can get no-
thing at the handes of hir husband, neuer by froward
meanes, but by gentle and faire meanes the may get his
heart bloud to doe hir good.

As women are compared vnto many thinges, euen fo
many and many more troubles commeth galloping after
the heeles of a woman, that young men before hand doe
not thinke of , for the world is not made all of otemell,
nor all is not gold that gliftereth, nor the way to Heauen
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is not firewed with rufhes , no more is the cradle of eafe
in a womans lapp: If thou were a Seruant or in bondage
before, yet when thou doeft marry, thy toile isneuer the
neerer ended, for even then and not before thou doeft
change thy golden time for a drop of hony, which pre=
{fently afterwards turneth to be as bitter as wormwood.

Yet there are many young men which cudgell their

witts and beate theire braines and fpend all their time in
the loue of women , and if they geta finile or but a fauor
at their loues hand, they straight way are fo rauifhed
with ioy, yea fo much that they thinke they haue gotten
Godby the hand, but within a while after they will finde
that they have but the Deuill by the foote. A man may
generally fpeake of women that for the moft part thou
{halt finde them diffembling in theirdeeds and inall their
actions {ubtill and dangerous for men to deale withall,
for their faces are luers , their beauties are baytes, their
lookes are netts, and their wordes charmes, and all to
bring men to ruine.

There is anold faying goeth thus, that he whichhatha
faire wifeand a white horfe thall neuer be without trou-
bles, for a woman that hath a fair face it is euer matched
with a cruell heart, and hir heauenly lookes with hellith
thoughtes, their modelt countenance with mercilefle
mindes, for women can both finooth and footh: they are
fo cunningin the art of flatteryas if they had been bound
prentife to the trade, they haue Sirers fongs to allure
thee, & Xerz/escunning to inchaunt thee, they beare two
tongues in one mouth like Zxdas, and two heartes in one
breaft like Magus, theone full of fmilesand the other full
of frownes, and all to deceiue the fimple and plaine mea-
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ning men, they can with Sazyer out of one mouth blow
both hot and colde.

And what ofall this? why nothing but to tell thee that
a woman is better loft then found , better forfaken then
taken. Saint Pau/ faicth that they which marry doe well,
but he alfo faith that they which marrynot doe better: &
he no doubt was wel aduifed whathe fpake. Then if thou
be wife keepe thy head out of the halter and take heede
before thou%auc caufe to curfe thy hard pennyworth, or
with the Preift fpeachles which knit the knot.

The Philofophers which lined in the olde time, their
opinions were fo hard of marriage, that they neuer de-
lighted therein , for one of them being asked why he
married not? he anfwered, that it was too foone; and af-
terwards when he was olde, he wasasked the fame queft-
jon; and he faid then that it was too late: and further he
faid, that a married man hath but two good dayes to be
looked for, that was the marriage day and the day of his
wifes death, for a woman will feede thee with hony and
poyfon thee with gall. Disgenes was fo dogged that hee
abhored all women, and Augu/fius he withed that he had
lived wifeles and dyed childles.

On a time one asked Socrazes, whether he were better
to marry or to live fingle? and he made anfwere; which
{o euer thou doeft it will repent thee, for if thou marrieft
not, then thou wilt live difcontented and dye without
iffue, and fo perhaps a ftranger shall poffefle thy goodes:
and if thou doeft marry thou fhaithaue continuall vexa-
tions, hir dowrie will be often caft in thy difh if thee doe
bring wealth withher, again iffhe coplain, then hir kinf=
folk will bend the browes & hir mother will fpeake hir
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pleafure by thee , and if thou marrieft onely for faire
lookes, yet thou maieft hap to goe without them when
thou lookeft for them: and if thou marrieft one that is
fruitfull in bearing of children, thenwill thy care be the
more increafed, for little doth the father know what {hal
be the end of his children, and if the be barren thou wilt
lothe her, and if honeft thou wilt feare hir death, and if
vnhoneft thou wilt be wearie of thy life , for whenthou
haft hir thou muft fupport hir in all hir bad acions, and
that wil be fuch a perpetuall burdenvnto thee, that thou
bhadft euen as good drawe water continually to fill a bot-
tomles tubb.

A gentleman on a time faid to his friend I can helpe
you to a good marriage for your fonne, his friend made
him this anfwer; my fonne (faid hee)fhall ftay tillhe haue
more wit : the Gentleman replied againe, faying, if you
marrie him not before he hath wit, he will neuer marry
fo long as he liueth.

For amarried man islike vntoonearrefted, and I think
that many a man would flie vp into Heaven, if this arreft
of marriage kept themnotbacke. Itis faid of one named
Dometlas, that he buried three wiues, and yet neuer wet
one handkercher no nor fhed not fo much as one teare:
alfo 77;fes he had aDog which loued him well and when
that dog died he wept bitterly, but he neuer fhed one
teare when his wife dyed, wherefore if thou marrieft
without refpect but onely for bare loue, then thou wilt
afterwards with forrow fay that there is more belonges
to houfekeeping then fower bare legges in a bed: a man
cannot live with his handes in his bofome, nor buy meat
in the market for honeftic without money: where there

is
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is nothing but bare walles, it is a fit houfe to breed beg-
gers into the world : yet there are many which thinke
when they are married that they may liue by love, but if
wealth be wanting hot loue will foon be colde,and your
bot defires will be foon quenched with the fmoke of
pouerty. To what end then thould welive in loue, feeing
| itisalife more to be feared then death, for all thy monie
waftes in toyes and is fpent in banquetting , and all thy
time in fighesand fobbs to thinke vpon thy trouble and
charge which comonly commeth with a wife, for com=
monly women are proude without profit, and that isa
good purgation for thy purfe , & when thy purfe is light
then will thy heart be heauy.

The pride of a woman is likethe dropfie, for as drinke
increafeth the drouth of the one, euen fo money enlarg-
eth the pride of the other : thy purfe muft be always o-
pen to feed theirfancy, and fo thy expences will be great
and yet perhaps thy gettings fmall, thy houfe muft be
ftored with coftly ftuffe, and yet perhaps thy Seruantes
ftarued for lack of meat: thou muft difcharg the Mercers
booke and pay the Haberdathers man , for hir hat muft
continually be of the new fathion,and hir gowne of finer
wooll then the fheepe beareth any : the mutft likewife
haue hir Iewel-box furnifhed efpecially if fhe be beauti-
full, for then commonly beauty and pride goeth toge-
ther, and a beautifull woman is for the moft part coftly
and no good hufwife, and if (he be a good hufwife then
no feruant will abide hir feirce cruelty, and if the be ho-
neft and chafte then commonly fhe is iealious : a Kinges
crowne and a faire woman is defired of many.

But he that getteth either of them liueth in great trou-
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bles and hazard of his life: he that getteth-a faire woman
is like vnto a Prifoner loaden with fetters of golde, for
thou fhalt not fo oft kiffe the fweete lippes of thy beauti-
full wife, as thou fhalt be driuen to fetch bitter fighes
from thy forrowfull hart in thinking of the charge which
commeth by hir, for if thou deny hir of fuch toyes as the
ftandes not in needeof, and yet is defirous of them, then
the will quickly fhut thee out of the doores of hir fauour
& deny thee hir perfon, and thew hir felfe as it were ata
window playing vpon thee, not with fmall fhot, but with
a cruell tongue (he will ring thee fuch a peale, that one
would thinke the Deuill were come from Hell , faying,
I might haue had thofe which would haue maintained
me likea woman, where asnowe I goe like nobody: but
Iwillbe maintained if thou were’t hanged: with fuch like
words fhe will vex thee, blubbering forth abundance of
diffembling teares (for women do teach their eies to
weepe) for doe but croffe a woman although it be neaer
{o little, thee will ftraight way put finger in the eye and
cry, then prefently many a foolith man will flatter hirand
intreat hir to be quiet: but that marres all, for the more
the is intreated , (he will power forth the more abun-
dance of deceitfull teares , and therefore no more to be
pittied then to feea Goofe goe barefoote, for they haue
teares at commaund, fo haue they wordes at will, and
oathes at pleafure, for they make as much account of an
oath, as a Vlarchant doth which will forfweare himfelfe
for the getting of a penny. Ineuer yetknew woman that
would deny to fwear in defence of hir own honefty& al-
wayes {tanding highly vpon it, although the be athamed
to weare it in winter for catching of colde, nor in fum-
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mer for heate fearing leaft it may melt away.

Many will fay this which I writeis true, and yet they
cannot beware of the Deuillvntill they are plagued with
his Dame ; the little Lambe skips and lepps till the Fox
come, but then he quiuers and fhakes: the Beare daunces
at the ftake till the Dogges be vpon his backe: and fome
men neuer feare their money vatill they come into the
handes of theeues ; euen fo fome will neuer be warned
and therefore is not to be pittied if theyare harmed. what
are women that makes thee fo greedily to gape afer
them: Indeed,fome their faces are fairerand beautiful-

ler then others, fome againe ftand highly vppon their .

fine footeand hand, or elfe all women are alike: Zome is as
good as my Lady according to the Countrey mans Pro-
uerbe, who gaue a great fumme of money to lye with a
Lady, and going homewards hee made a grieuous mone
for his money,and one being on the other fide the hedge
heard him fay that his Jone at home was as good as the
Lady. But whether this be true or no myfeite I doe not
knowe, but you have itas I heard it.

If thou marrieft a woman of euill report, hir difcredit
will be a fpot in thy browe, thou canft not goe in the
ftreet with hir without mocks, nor amongft thy neigh-
bours without frumps, and comonly the faireft women
are fooneft intifed to yeeld vato vanity : hee that hatha
faire wife and a whetftone euery one will be whetting
thereon, and a Caftleis hard to keepe'when it is affalted
by many, and faire women are commonly catched at, he
that marrieth a faire woma euery one will wifh his death
to inioy hir, and if thou be neuer fo rich , and yet but a
Clowne in condition , then will thy faire wife haue hir-

(e credit
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credit to pleafe hir fancy, for a Diamond hath not his
grace but in golde, no more hath a faire woman hir full
commendations but in the ornament of hir brauery,
by which meanes there are divers women whofe beauty

hath brought their husbandes into great pouerty and

difcredit by their pride and whoordome , a faire woman

commonly will goe like a Peacocke , and hir husband
muft goe likea Woodcocke.

That great Giant Pamphunapho who had Beares wait-
ing vpon him like Dogges, and he could make tame any
wilde beaft yet a wanton woman he could neuer rule nor

. turne to his will.

Salomon was the wifeft Prince that euerwas, yethe luft-
ed after fo many women that theymade him quickly for-
fakehis God which did alwaies guide his fteppes, fo long
as he liued godly.

And was not Dauid the beft beloued of God and a
mighty Prince, yet for the loue of woman he purchafed
the difpleafure of hisGod. Sam/on was the ftrongeft man
that ever was, for euerylock of his head was the ftrength
of another man, yet by a woman he was ouercome, he

reucaled his ftrength, and payed his life for that folly. -

Did not Jefaell for her wicked luft caufe her husbands
blood to be giuen to doggs ? 7

lobs wife gaue her husband counfaile to blafpheme
Godand to curfe him.

Agamemnons wife for a {mall iniury that hir husband
did her fhefir(t committed adultery,and afterwards con-
fented to his death.

Alfo the wife of Hercules, the gave her husband a poy~
foned fhirt, which was no fooner on his backe, but did
fticke
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fticke fo faft, that when he would have plucked it off it
tore the fleth with it.

If thou wilt auoyd thefe euills thou muft with 77;fes
binde thy felfe to the maft of the thip as he did, or elfe it
would haue coft him his life, for otherwife the Syrenian
women would have intifed him into the Sea if he had
not fo done.

It is wonderfull to fee the madd feates of women , for
fhe will be now merry then againe fad; now laugh then
weepe, now fick then prefently whole, all things which
like not them is naught, and if it be neuer fobad if it like
them it is excellent, againe it is death fora woman to be
deniedthe thing which they demaund: and yet they will
difpife thinges giuen them vnasked.

‘When a woman wanteth any thing, fhee will flatter
and fpeake faire, not much unlike the flattering Butcher
who gently claweth the Oxe , when he intendeth to
knock him on the head; but the thingbeing once obtain-
ed and their defires gained, then they willbegin to looke
bigge and anfwere fo ftately, and {peake fo {cornfully,
that one would imagine they would never fecke helpe
nor craue comfort at thy hands any more. Buta woman
is compared vnto a thip, which being neuer fo well rig-
ed, yet one thing or other is to be amended cuen fo giue
a woman all that the can demaund to day, yet fhe will be
out of reparations to morrow and want one thingoro-
ther.

Women are called night Crowes for that commonly
in the night they will make requeft for fuch toyes as
commeth in their heades in the day , for women knowe'
theirtime to worke their craft, for in the night they will

€2 worke
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worke a man like wax, and draw him like as the Ada-
mant doth the Iron , & hauing once brought him to the
bent of their bowe, then fhe makes requeft for a gowne
of the new fathion ftuffe: or fora petticote of the fineft
ftamell : or for a hat of the neweft fathion ; hir husband
being ouercome by hir flattring {peach & partly he yeil-
deth to hir requeft, although it be a griefe to him for
that he can hardly fpare it out of his ftack, yet for quiet-
nefle fakehe doth promife what fhe demaundeth, partly
becaufe he would fleepe quietly in his bed : againe eue~
ry married man knowes this that a woman will neuer be
quiet if hir minde he fet vpon a thing till {he haue it.

Now if thou driue hir oft with delayes, then hir fore-
head will be fo full of frownes as if fhe threatned to
make clubbs trump, and thou neuer a black carde in thy
hand: for except a woman haue what the will, fay what
{he lift, and goe where theé pleafe, otherwife thy houfe
will be fo full of fmoke that thou canft not ftay in it.

It is faid that an olde Dog anda hungry flea byte fore,
but in my minde a froward woman byteth more forer
& if thou goe about to mafter a woman in hope to bring
hir to humility, there is no way to make hir good with
ftripes except thou beate hir to death, for do what thou
wilt, yet a froward woman in hir frantick mood will pull
haule, fwerue, fcratch & teare all that ftands in hir way.

‘What wilt thou that I fay more oh thou poore mar-
ried man, if women doe not feele the raine yet heere is
a thower comming which will wet them to the skinnes,
a woman which is faire in thowe is foule in condition,
the is like vnto a glow-worme which is bright in the
hedge and black in the hand; in the greeneft graffe Iyeth

hid
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hid the greateft Serpents: painted pottes commonly
holde deadly poyfon : and in the cleareft water the vg-
lieft Tode, and the faireft woman hath fome filthines in

i,

All is not golde that gliftereth, a finiling countinance
is no certaine teftimoniall of a merry heart, nor coftly
garments of a rich purfe: men doe not commend a
ITudge for that he weareth a skarlet gown but for his juft
dealing; no more arc women to be efteemed of by the
ornament of their brauery, but for their good behaui-
our, yet there is no riuer fo cleare but there is fome durt
in the bottome; But many a man in this Land we neede
not goe any further for examples, but heere we may fee
many foolesin euery place fnared in womens nets aftera
little familiarity and acquaintance with them, I thinke
if they were numbred the number would paffe infinite if
it were poffible, which for the loue of wantons haue loft
their voyages at fea to their great hindrances, and ma-
ny other haue neuer regarded the farre diftance which
they haue beene from their countrey and friends, vntill
they had confumed their fubftance, and then being atha-
med to returne home againe in fuch bad fort,, I meane
by weeping crofle and pennyles bench, many of them ra=-
ther choofe to deferue Newgate and fo come to Ty~
burne, far contrary from the expe@ation of their friends
and Parents, which had otherwife prouided for them if
they had had grace or would haue been ruled.

C3 CHAP. IL
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The Second Chapter sheweth the manner of such
‘Women as liue vpon cuill report: It alfo fheweth that
the beauty of Women ha'h beene the bane of many a
man, for it hath ouercome valiaunt and firong men, elo-
quentand fubtill men. Andin aword it hath oucrcome
all men, as by examples following fhall appeare.

Ittt that of Salomonvnto whom God gave sin-
5. galarwit & wisedome, yet he loued fo many
women that he quite forgot his God which
2falwaies did guide his fteppes, fo long as he

lived godly and ruled Iuftly, but after he had
glutted him felfe with women, then hee could fay, vanity
of vanity all is but vanity: hee alfo in many places of his
booke of Prouerbes Exclaimes moft bitterly againft
lewde women calling them all that naught is, and alfo
difplayeth their properties,and yet I cannot let men goe
blamelefle although women goe fhameleffe ; but I will
touch them both, for if there were not receiuers then
there would nét be fo many ftealers : if there were not
fome knanes there would not be fo many whoores, for
they both hold together to boulfter each others villany,
for alwaies birdes of a feather will flocke together hand
in hand to boulfter each others villany.

Men I fay may liue without women, but women can-
not liue without men : For wenus whofe beauty was ex-
cellent faire,yet when (he needeth mans helpe fhe tooke
wulcan a clubfooted Smith. And therefore if a womans
face
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“ face glifter, and hir Iefture pearce the marble wall, or if
hir tongue be fo fmooth as oile or {o {oft as filke, and hir
wordes fo {veete as honey: or if fhe were a very Ape for
witt, or a bagg of golde for wealth: or if hir perfonage
haue ftolne away all that nature can affoord, and if fhe be
deckt vp in gorgeous apparell, then a thoufand to one
but fhe will loue to walke where fhe may get acquain-
tance, and acquaintance bringeth familiarity, and fami-
liarity fetteth all follies abroch, and twenty to one that
ifa woman loue gadding but that the will paune hir ho-
nour to pleafe hir fantafie.

Man muft be at all the coft and yet live by the lofle, a
man muft take all the paines and women will fpend all
the gaines,a man muft watch and ward, fight and deféd,
till the ground, labour in the vineyard, and looke what
hee getteth in feauen yeares, a woman will fpread it a-
broad with a forke in one year, and yet Tittle enough to
{erue hir turne but a great deale to little, to get hir good
will , nay if thou giue hir neuer fo much and yet if thy
perfonage pleafe not hir humour, then will I not giuea
halfe-penny for hir honefty at the yeares end.

For then hir breaft will be the harbourer of an enui-
ous heart, & hir hart the ftorehoufe of poyfoned hatred,
hir head will deuife villany , and hir handes are ready to
practife that which their heart defireth ; Then who can
but fay that women fprung from the Deuil, whofe heads
hands & hearts, mindes & foules are euill, for women are
called the hooke of all euill, becaufe men are taken by
them as fifh is taken with the hooke.

For women haue a thoufand wayes to intife thee, and
ten thoufand waies to deceiue thee, and all fuch fooles

as
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as are fuetors vnto them, fome they keepe in hand with
promifes, and fomc they feede with flattery, and fome
they delay with dalliances , and fome they pleafe with
kifles : they lay out the foldes of their hare to entangle
men into their love, betwixt their breafts is the vale of

deftruction, & intheirbedsthere is hell, forrow & repen- :

tance. Eagles eate not men till they are dead but women
deuour them aliue, for a woman will pick thy pocket &
empty thy purfe, laugh in thy face and cutt thy throat,
they are vngratefull, periured, full of fraud, flouting and
deceit, vnconftant, wafpith, toyifh, light, fullen, proude,
difcurteous and cruell , and yet they were by God crea-
ted, and by nature formed, and therefore by pollicy and
wifedome to bee auoyded, for good thinges abufed
are to be retufed, or elfe for a monthes pleafure the may
hap to make thee goe ftark naked, fhe will giue thee roft-
meat but {he will beate thee with the fpitt, if thou haft
crownes in thy purfe (he will be thy heartes golde vntill
{he leaue thee not a whit of white money, they are like
fummer birdes for they will abide no ftorme, but flock a
bout thee in the pride of thy glory, and flye from thee in
the ftormes of aftliction, for they aime more at thy welth
then at thy perfon, and efteem more thy money then a-
ny mans vertuous quallities , for they efteeme of a man
without money, as a horfe doth of a faire ftable without
meate, they are like Eagles which will alwaies flie where
the carrion is.

They will play thehorfe-leach tofuck away thy wealth,
but in the winter of thy mifery the will flic away from
thee. Notvnlikethe Swallow, whichin the fummerhar-
boureth her felfe vnder the eues of an houfe, and againtt

winter
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winter flieth away, leauing nothing but dirt behind her.
Salomon faith, he thatwil fuffer himfelfe to be led away
or take delight in fuch womens company, is like a foole
which reioyceth when he is lead to the ftockes. Pro. 7.

Hyfea by marrying with alewde woman of light beha-
uiour was brought vnto Idolatry, Ho/ea 1. Saint Paul ac-
counteth fornicators fo odious, that we ought not to eat
meate with them, he alfo fheweth that fornicators (hall
not inherite the kingdome of Heauen, 1. Cor. the 9. and
11. verfe.

And in the fame chapter Saint Pax/ excommunicateth
fornicators, but vpon amendment he receaueth them
againe. Whordome punithed with death, Deuteronomie
22.21and Genefis38. 24 Phinibasapriett thrufttwoadul~
terers both the man and the woman through the belly
with a fpeare, Numbers 25.

God detefteth the mony or goods gotten by whore-
dome, Deuteronomic 23.17.18. Whores called by diuers
names, and the properties of whores, Prouerbes7.6. and
2. A whoreenuieth anhoneft woman, E/dras 16. and 24.
Whoremongers God will indge, Hebrues13.842. They
fhall have their portions with the wickedin the lake that
burneth with fire and brimftone, Reuelation the 21. 8.

Onely for the finne of whoredome God was forry at
the heart, and repented that euer he made man, Genefis
6.67.

SZin[ Paul faith, to auoid fornication euery man may
take a wife, Corinthians the 1.6.9.

Therefore he which hath a wife of his owne and yet
goeth toanother woman, is like a rich theefe which will
fteale when he hath no need.

D There




18

There are three waiesto knowa whore: by her wanton

lookes, by her fpeach, and by her gate. Ecclefiafticus 26.
& in the fame chapter he faith, that we muftnot give our
ftrength vnto harlots, for whores are the euil of all euils,
and the vanity ofall vanities, they weaken the ftrengthof
a man and depriue the body of his beauty, it furroweth
his browes and maketh the eyes dimme, and a whorith
woman caufeth the feauer and the gout: and at a word,,
they are a great fhortning to a mans life.
For althoughthey feem tobe fo daintyas {weetmeat, yet
in tryall not fo wholefome as fowre fauce: they haue wit,
butitis allincraft; if they loue, it is vehement, but if they
hate it is deadly.

Plalo faith, that women are either Angells or Deuills,
and that they either loue dearely or hate bitterly, for a
woman hath no meane in her loue, nor mercy in her

ate: no pitty in reuenge nor patience in heranger, ther-
fore it is faid, that there is nothing in the world which
both pleafeth and difpleafeth a man more then a woman,
for a woman moft delighteth a man and yet moft decea-
ueth him, for as there is nothing more {weet vntoa man
then a woman when fhe {mileth, euen fo there is no-
thing more odious then the angry countenance of a
woman.

Salomoninhis 20. of Ecclefiaftesfaith, that an angry wo-
manwill fome at the mouth like a Bore: ifall thisbe true
as moft truc it is, why fhouldeft thou {fpend one houre in
the praife of women as fome fooles doe, for fome will
brag of the beauty of fuch a maid, another will vaunt of
the brauery of fuch a woman, that fhe goeth beyond all
the women in the parifh: againe, fome fudy their fine

wits
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wits how they may cunningly fwooth women, and with
Logicke how to reafon with them, and with eloquence
to perfwade them, theyare alwayes tempering their wits
as fidlers do their ftrings, who wreft them fo high, that
many times they ftretch them beyond time, tune and
reafon.

Againe, there are many that weary themfelues with
dallying, playing and fporting with women,and yst they
are never fatiffied with the vnfatiable defire of them ; if
with a fong thou wouldeft be brought afleepe, or witha
dance be lead to delight, then a fayer woman is fit for
thy dyet: if thyhead be in her lap fhe will make thee be~
Iecue that thou art hard by Gods feat, when indeed thou
art iuft at hell gate.

Theodora a monftrous Strumpet on a time made her
bragges to Socrates of the great haunt of lufty gallants
which came to her houfe, and furthermore fhe told him
that fhe could get away more of his fchollers from him
then he could of hers from her.

No meruaile (quoth Socrates) for thy waies feeme
pleafant 8scafie,and that is the wayyouth loues to walke
in, but the way that leadeth to a vertuous life feemeth
full of brambles and bryers,and to match with this there
is an hiftory that makes mention of three notable Cur~
tizanes, whofe names were Lauia, Flora,and Layes: Lania
and Layes were homos common to all men, they would
play at fmall gamerather then fit out, thefe three Strum=
pets during their life time, were the beautifulleft &rich~
eft of that trade in the world, and had three feucral guifts
whereby they allured their louers to fecke their fa

The Engine wherewith Lauia entrapped her louers,
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proceeded from her eyes, for by her fmiling cofitenance
and wanton lockes fhe greatly inflamed all that beheld
her. And Flora wan her louers by her excellent witt and
eloquent tongue. And Layes enticed her louers by her
fweete finging and pleafant fingering of Inftruments of
muficke.

But now again to Lania, King Demetrius gaue buta
glaunce of his eyes fodainly vpon her and was taken pre-
fently with her net and {pent eleuen talents of filuer vp-
on her which he had prouided and appointed to pay his
foldiours; and furthermore he quite forfooke his owne
wife and neuer left the company of this Strumpet vntill
death tooke her from him, & after fhe was dead he made
great moane for her death, he alfo kiffed and embraced
her, and caufed her to be buried vnder his windowe, that
{o often as he did fee her graue he might bewaile her
death.

Layslikewife hada Kingwhofe name was Pirrbus which
was her chiefe friend, but yet he ferued but as it were for
a cloke, for he continued not very long with her in
Greece, but went himfelfe to the warres in Italy, but in
his abfence fhe was not onely fought to, but obtained of
many, and fet downe her price that before fhe would do
her worke fhe would haue her mony.

Now to Flora, the was a Kings daughter, her parents
died when fhe was of the age of fifteene yeares, and fhe
was left as rich as beautifull, the had the bridle of liberty
throwne on her necke, fo that fhe might runne whether
the would, for the was left without controulment, fo
that fodainely fhe determined to trauaile & fee the wars
of Africa, where fthe made fale both of her perfonage
and honour. King
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King Menelaus was the firft that madelove vnto her, as
he was marching to the warres of Carthage, and fpent
more mony vpon her then in conquering his enemies.

But as fhe was of noble race, {o it is faid that {he neuer
gaue her felfe ouer to meane or petty company as the
other two did, but fhe had a fcroule fet ouer her gate,
the tennor whereof was thus, King, Prince, Emperour
or Bithop, enter this place and welcome : neither was
this Flora fo greedy of gold as the other two were, for
on a time one of her familier friends asked her the caufe
why the did not make price of her love ? fhe made this
anfwere, I commit my body to none but to Princes and
Noblemen, and I feare there was neuer man gaue me
{o little but that I had more then I would haue asked or
that I looked for, and furthermore the faid, that a noble
woman ought not to make price of her loue : all things
are ata certaine rate except Loue, and that 2 woman of
great beauty fhould be fo much efteemed of as fhe
efteemes of her felfe. She died at the age of forty yeares,
and the wealth fhe left behind her in Rome was valued

to be fo much as would haue builded new walles round
about the City if there had beene no wallesat all.

Was not that noble city of Troy facked and fpoyled
for the faire Hellena, & when it had coft many mens liues
and much blood was fhed, and when they had got the
conqueft they got but a harlot: by this & that which fol-
loweth, thou fhalt fee the power of women how it hath
beene fo great, and more preuailed in bewitching mens

. witts and in ouercomming their fences, then all other

thinges whatfoeuer. It hath not onely vanquithed Kings
& Keifars, but it hath alfo fupprifed caftles & countries,
D
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hay what is it that a woman cannot doe, which knowes
her power ?

Therefore ftay not alone in the company of a woman
trufling to thy owne chaftity,except thou bemore ftron-
ger then Samp/on, more wifer then Saloman, or more holy
then Dauid, for thefe and many more haue been ouer-
come by the fweete intifements of women, as thou fhalt
read hereafter.

1t is faid that the Gods themfelues did change their
fhapes, for the loue of fuch women as they lufted aftery
Inpiter he transformed himfelfe into a Bull, Neptune into
a Horfe, and Mercury into a Goate.

Ariftippus defired {fweete meat for his belly, and a faire
woman for his bed.

But in my minde hee that layes his net to catch a faire
woman, he may chance to fall into the fprindge which
was laide for a woodcocke, therefore I doe admonifh
young men, and I aduife olde men, and I counfell fimple
men, and I warne all men, that they flie from a wicked
woman as from the peftilence, or elfe they wil make thee
flye in the end. s

Arifiotle for keeping company witha queane in Arbens
was faine to runne away to faue himfelfe from punith-
ment, and yet he had dwelt there,and wrote many books
for the fpace of thirty yeares.

Again of Sampfom & Hercules for all their great ftrength
and conqueft of Giants and monfters, yet the one yeel-
ded his club at Diaucrasfoote, and the other reuealed his
ftrength to Dalyla, and he paide his life for his folly.

The fugred and renowned Orators Demofthenes and
Hortentius 3 the one came from Athens vnto Corinth, to
compound
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compound and agree with Layesa common frrumpet as
you heard before of her, and yet he had but one nights
lodging with her. And the other was fo farr in loue with
another bird of the fame cage, the which he could not
obtaine, nor yet could he conquer his affeGion, vatil he
had quite pined himfelfe away, fo that in (hort time he
had wafted himfelfe to nothing.

Plato for all his great Philofophy and knowledge, yet
he kept company with Archenafle when the was olde and
forfaken of all her louers, for the had giuen herfelfc toa
number in her youth, yet nevertheles Plato {o loued her,
that he wrote many verfes in commendation of her,

Alfo of Socrates for his grauity and wifedome is re~
nowned throughout all the world, yet he moft dearely
Toued A/pafy an olde and ouerworne ftrumpet.

Loue ftayed King dntiochus in Calcidead whole winter,
for one maide that he fancied there , to his great hinde-
rance.

Loue ftayed King Hannital in Capua along feafon lay-
ing all other his neceffary affaires afide, the which was
no fmall hinderance to him, forin the meane while his e~
nimies inuaded a great part of his Countrey.

Likewife Iulius Ceafar he continued in Alexandria a
long feafon not for the loue of one, but he lufted after
many, to his great infamy and difgrace.

That great Captain Holofernes, whofe fight made ma~
ny thoufands to quake, yet he loft his life and was flaine
by a woman.

‘Was not Herodsloue fo great to a woman that he cau-
fed Iobn Baptift toloofe his head for her fake?

‘Wherefore to auoide the fight, many times is the beft

rafor
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rafor, to cut of the occafion of the euill which commeth
by women ; For had not Holofernes feene the beauty of
Iudeth, and marked the finenes of her foote, hee had not
loft his head by her. If Herod badnotfeen Herodias daugh-
ter daunce, he had not fo rafhly graunted her Saint Zobrx
Baptift head: Had not Eua feene the Apple and alfo thee
was tempted with the beauty of the Serpent who as our
Schoole-men doth write, that he thewed himfelfe like a
faire young man, but had not fhe feenc it I fay , the had
not eaten thereof to her owne griefe and many more. By
fight, the wifeof Putypbarwas moued to luftafter her fer-
uant Iofephs It is faide of Simerrymes of Babilon, that after
her husbands death, fhe waxed fo vnfatiable in carnall
luft, that two men at one time could not fatisfie her de-
fire,and fo by hervnfatiablenefle at length all Pey/ia grew
full of whoores.

Andlikewifeof one Zenifea firumpet in Ciprisit is fup=
pofed that by her fame and ill life, caufed all Cipris at
length to be full of queanes.

And of one faire Rodap in Egypt who was the firft no-
ted woman in that Countrey, but at length all the whole
countrey became full of Strumpets.

Is it not ftrange that the feede of one man, thould
breede fuch woe vato all men.

One faide vnto his friend come let vs goe feca pretty
wench, the other made this anfwer; I haue (faid he)ifha-
ken fuch fetters from my heeles , and I will neuer goe
where Iknowe I fhall repent afterwards: but yet happily
fome may fay vnto e, ifithou fhouldeft refufe the com-
pany or the curtefie of a woman, then fhe would ac-
countitheeafoft {pirited foolc,amilk~fop,andameacock.
But
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But alas fond foole, wilt thou have her curtefie rather
then thine owne bliffe, or efteeme her company more
then thine owne welfare ? doft thounot know that where

- men alwaies ftriue againft wifedome and truth, many

times it be to theirvtterouerthrow? Like the Bee which
is often hurt with hir owne honey, euen fo women are
often plagued with their owne conceit, waying downe
loue with difcurtefie, gining him a weed, which prefents
them with flowers: as their catching in ieft, and their
keepingin earneft,and yet fhe thinks that fhe keepes her
felfe blamelefle, and in all ill vices fhe would goe name-
lefle, but if fhe carry it neuer fo cleane, yet in the end
fhe will be accounted but for a cunny catching quean,
and yet the will fweare that fhewill thriue, aslong as the
can finde one man aliue, for fhe thinkes to doe all her
knauery inuifible, the will haue a figg leafe to couer her
fhame, but when the fig leafe is dry and withered, itdoth
fhowe their nakednefle to the world, for take away their
painted cloathes, and then they looke like ragged walls:
take away their ruffes and they looke ruggedly , their
coyfes and ftomachers and they are fimple to beholde 2
their haire vntruft and they looke wildely, and yet there
are many which laies their netts to catch a pretty wo-
man, but he which getteth fuch a prize gaines nothing
by his aduenture, but thame to the body and danger to
the foule, for the heat of the young blood of thefe wan-
tons, leades many vnto deftruction for this worlds plea-
fure. It chaunts your mindes, and infeebleth your bo-
dyes with difeafes, it alfo fcandalleth your good names,
but moft ofall it indangereth your foules ; how can it o~
therwife choofe, when luft and vncleanefie continually

. E keepes
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keepes them votaries of gluttony, and floth ferueth them
with vtter careleflnefle: vaine gloryapparelleth them, but
wanting, they will wax weary of their feruice,and in the
perfuite they haue no other feruantes to attend them,
but onely fhame, griefe and repentance ; but then, oh
then (you will fay) when it is toolate; Oh would to God
that we had beene more carefull of true glorious mode~
fty, and lefle cunning to keepe wantons company : Oh
therefore remember and thinke beforehand, that every
fweete hath his fower ; then buy not with a drop of ho=
ney a gallan of gall,doe not thinkethat this worlds plea~
fure will paflc away with a trifle and that no fooner done
but prefently forgotten ; No, no, anfwer yourfelues that
the punithment remaineth eternally, and therefore bet=
ter it were, to be an addle egg then an euill bird. For we
are not borne for our felues to liue in pleafure, but to
take paines and to labour for the good of our Countrey,
yet {o delightfull is our prefent {weetnes, that we neuer
remember the following fower, for youth are to to eafie
woone and ouercome with the worlds vanities : Oh too
foone (I fay) is youth in the bloffomes deuoured with
the caterpillars of foule luft and lafciuious defires, the
black Feind of Hell by his inticing {weete finne of luft
drawes many young witts to confufion, for in time it
drawes the hart blood of your good names, & that being
once loft is neuer gotten againe. 5
Againe, Luft caufeth you to doe fuch foule deedes,
which makes your foreheads for euer afterwards feeme
{potted with blacke fhame and euerlafting infamy, by
which meanes your grauesafter death are clofed vp with
times {candall. And yet women are eafily wooed and
foone

3




£

foone won, got with an apple and loft with the paring,
young witts are foone corrupted, womens bright beau-
ties breedes curious thoughtes, and golden guiftes ea-
{ily ouercome wantons defires , with changing modefty
into paftimes of vanity, and being once delighted there-
in, continues in the fame without repentance : you are
only the peoples wonder, and misfortunes banding ball
toft vp and down the worlde with woe vppon woe , yea
ten thoufand woes will be galloping hard at your hecles
and purfue you wherefoeuer you goe, for thofe of ill re-
port cannot ftay long in one place, but rome and wander
about the world and yet euer vnfortunate, profpering in
nothing, forfaken and caft out from all ciuill companies,
il in feare leaft authority with the fword of Iuftice bar
them of liberty : Loe thus your liues are difpifed walking
like night Owles in mifery, and no comfort thall be your
friend but onely repentance comming to late and ouer-
deare bought: A pennance and punifhment, due to all
fuch hated creatures as thefe are.

Therefore belecue all you vomarried wantons, and in
beleening grieue, that you haue thus vnluckily made
your felues neither maidens, widowes, nor wiunes, but
more vile then filthy channell durt fit to be fwept out of
the heart and fuburbes of your Countrey , oh then fuf-
fer not this worldes pleafure to take from you the good
thoughtes of an honeft life : But downe downe vppon
your knees you carthly Serpents, and wath away your
black finne with the criftall teares of true forrow and re-
pentance, fo that when you wander from this inticing
world, you may be wafhed and cleanfed from this foule
leprofic of nature.

E 2 Loe
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Loe thus in remorfe of minde my tongue hath vttered
to the wantons of the world the aboundance of my
heartes griefe, which I haue perceiued bythe vnfeemely
behauiour of vaconftant both men and women, yet men
for the moft part are touched but with one fault, which
is drinking too much, but it is faid of women that they
haue two faultes, that is, they can neither fay wellnor yct
doe well,

For commonly women are the moft part of the fore-
noone painting themfelues and frizling their haires, and
pryingin their glaffe like Apes to pranck vp themfelues
1n their gaudies ; like Poppets, or like the Spider which
weaues a fine web to hang the flie : amongft women the
is accounted a flut which goeth not in her filkes, there~
fore if thou wilt pleafe thy Lady thou muft likeand loue,
{ue and ferue, and in {pending thou muft lay on load, for
they muft haue maintenance how foeuer they get it, by
hooke or by crooke, out of Judas bag or the Deuills bud-
get, thou muft {pare neither lands nor living, mony nor

old. ?

- For women will account thee a pinch-penny if thou
be not prodigall, and a daftard if thou be not ventrous,
for they account none valiant except they be defperate :
if filent, a fot, if full of words, a foole, iudging all to be
Clownes which be not Courtiers. If thou be cleanely in
thine apparrell they will terme thee proud, if meane in
apparrell a flouian, if tall, a lunges, if {hort, a dwarfe, for
they haueripe wittes and ready tonges, and if they get an
inch they will claime an elle: the will coll thee about the
necke with one hand, but the other fhall be diuing into
thy pocket, and if thou take her with the manner, thenit

was
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" was but in ieft, but many times they take in icft (and if
. they be not fpied) keepe it in earneft, but if thy pockets
. growe empty, and thy reuenues will not hold out longer
~ tomaintaine her pompe and brauery, then fhe prefently
leaues to make much of thy perfon, and will notfticke to
fay vnto thee, that (he could haue beftowed her loue on
fuch a one as would haue maintained her like a woman,
fo by thefe means they weaue the web of their own woe,
~ and {pinne the thred of their owne thraldome, if they
' lacke they will lacke at the laft, for theywill cut it out of

the whole cloath fo long as the peece will hold out.
Is not the Bee hiued for his hony, the fheepe (heared
" for his fliece, the oxe necke wrought for his maifters
profite, the fowle plucked for her feathers, thetree graf-
ted to bring foorth fruit, and the carth laboured to bring
foorth corne ? but what labour or coft thou beftowett
on a woman is all caft away, for fhe will yeelde thee no
profite at all, for when thou haft none all,and giventhem
all that they can demaund, yet thou fhalt be as well re-
warded as thofe men were whome F/op hired for three
halfe pence a day to heare him recite his fables. Thefe
things being wifely confidered, then what a foole art
thou to blinde thy felfe in their bold behauiour,and bow
at their beckes, and come at their calls,and fell thy lands
to make them {wimme in'their filkes,and et in their iew-
ells, making Zill a Gentlewoman, infomuch that fhe ca-
reth not a penny for the fineft, nora figge for the proud-
eft, the is as good as the beft although fhe haue no more
honefty then barely to ferue her owne turne, fuffering
cuery mans fingers as deepein the difh as thine are in the
platter, and euery man to angle where thou cafteft thy
E3 hooke,
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hooke, holding vp to all that come, not mhuch vnlike «
Barbers chaire, that fo foone as one knaue is out another
is in, a common hackney for every one that will ride, a
boat for euery one to rowe in: now if thy wealth doe be~
gin to faile, then {he biddeth thec farewell, & giueth thee

the adieninthe deuills name, not much vnliketheknauith - |

porters in Brjflow, who will crie,a new maifter a new,and
hang vp the old: if the matter be fo plaine then confider
this, that the houfe where fuch a one keepeth her refi-
dence is more odious with {lander then carrion doth in-
fect the ayre with ftinke, let them flatter how they will
there is no loue in them, but from the tecth outward. I
blaze their progerties the plainer & giue thee the ftrong-
er reafons, becaufe I would haue thee loath the alluring
traines of fuch deceitfull & lafcivious women, although
the make great proteftations of loue, and theretobindeth
her felfe with moft damnable oathes, then beleeue her
left of all, for there is no more hold in her oathes nor in
her loue then is certainly of a faire day in Aprill although
it look neuer fo cleere, yet it may turne toa fowle. I have
feene a Courtizan thus pictured out?

Firft a faire youngman blind, and in his armesa beau~
tifull woman with one hand in his pocket, fhewing her
theft, and a knife in the other hand to cut his throat.

Now peraduenture thou maift fay vnto that thou doft
not know one woman from another without fome triall,
becaufe all women are in (hapealike, for the fowre crab
is like the fweet pippin: trueit is, {o the Rauen is a bird,
and the Swan is but a bird, euen fo many women are in
fthape Angells, but in quallities Deuills, painted coffins
with rotten bones: the Eftridge carrieth faire feathers
but
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' but ranck fleth: the herb Mo/is carrieth a flower as white
as fnowe, but a roote as black as inke.

Although women are beautifull, fhewing pitty, yet

- their heartes are blacke, fwelling with mifchiefe, not
much vnlike vnto old trees, whofe outward leaues are
faire and greene and yet the body rotten : if thou haunt
their houfes thou wilt be enamoured, and if thou doe but
hearken to thefe Syrens thou wilt be inchanted, for they
will allurethee with amorous glances of luft,and yet kill
thee with bitter lookes of hate : they haue dymples in
their cheeks todeceiue thee, & wrincklesin their browes
to betray thee: they haue eies to intice, fiiles to flatter,
imbracements to prouoke, beckes to recall, lippes to in-
chant, kiffes to enflame,and teares to excufe themfelues.

1f God had not made themonly to bea plague to men,
he would neuer haue called them neceflary cuills, and
what are theybetter? for what do they either get or gain,
faue or keepe? nay they doe rather fpend and confume
all that which man painefully getteth: a man muft be at
all the coft and yet liue by the loffe.

Itis very eafie for him which neuer experienced him-
felfe in that vaine pleafure, or repenting pleafure, choofe
you whether, I meane the accompanying of lewde wo-
men, but fuch as are exercifed and experimented in that
kinde of drudgery: they I fayhaue acontinuall defire,and
temptation is ready at hand, therefore take heede at the
firft, fuffer not thy felfe to be ledaway into luftfull folly,
for it is more eafie fora young man or maid to forbeare
carnall aét then it is for a widdow, and yet more eafie for
a widdow then for her that is married and hath her huf-
band wanting, then takeheedeat the firft, for there is no-

thing
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nothing gotten by women but repentance; s

For women are like the bay tree which is euer greene
but without fruit, or like the unprofitable thorne which
beareth as trim a bloflome as the apple, this is nothing
but to tell thee that thou mufk not iudge of gold by the
colour, nor of womens quallities by their faces, nor by
their fpeaches, for they haue delicate tongues which
will rauifh and tickle the itching eares of giddy headed
young men, {o foolifh, that they thinke themfelues hap-
Py if they can but kiffe the dafie whereon their loue doth
tread, who if fhe frowne then he defcends prefently into
hell, but if the fmile then is he carried with winges vp
into heauen , there is an old faying that whena dogge
wagges his taile he loues his maifter.

Some thinkethat if awoman {mile on them fhe s pre-
fently ouer head and eares in loue, one muft weare her
gloue,another her garter, another her coulers of delight,
and another fhall fpend and liue vpon the {poile which
fhe getteth from all the reft, then if thou wilt giue thy
body to the Chirurgian and thy foule to the Deuill, fuch
women are fit for thydiet, Many creaturesof euery kinde
refemble women in conditions, for fome horfe an vn-
skilfull rider can hardly diforder, and fome againein def~
pight of the beft rider that is will haue a iadifh tricke:
{fome Hauke although he be ill ferued yet will fit quiet,
and fome if neuer fo well ferued yet will continually flic
gaine, fome hounds by no meanes will for-
fake their vndertaken game, and fome againe in defpite
of the huntfiman will continually runne at randome: and
fome men will fteale if their hands were bound behinde
them,and fome againe wil rather fterue thenfteale, euen
g fo
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fo fome women will not be wonne with feauen yeares
louing, and fome againe will offend with an houres li-
berty.

Therefore if thou ftudy a thoufand yeares thou fhalt
finde 2 woman nothing elfe but a contrary vnto man,
nay, if thou continue with hera hundrethyeares yet thou
fhalt finde in her new fancies and contrary fortes of be-
hauiour, therefore if all the world were paper, and all the
fea inke, and all the trees and plants wer pens, and euery
man in the world were a writer, yet were they notable
with all their labour and cunning to fet downe all the
crafty deceits of women.

Now me thinkes I heare fome of you fay that young
wits are foone corrupted, and that womens bright beau-
ty breedeth curious thoughts in men, alfo golden guifts
eafily ouercommeth wanton womens defires, and ther-
by makes them become Venus darlings, quite changing
cuftomes of modefty, into paffions of vanity, wherein
once delighted they continue in the fame without re-
pentance, or forrow ; But out alas you lafciuious Dames,
thefe leude conditions of yours, will {peedily bring all
your ioyes to forrow.

CITAR.VIIE.

This third Chapter sheweth a remedy against loue,
alfo many reafons not to be to hafty in choife ol a Wife.
But if no remedy but thou wilt marry, then howe 10
choofe a wife, with a Commendation of the good, ver-
tuous, and honeft women.

iy BE
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there are many troubles which cometh gal-
y K> SSloping at the hecles ofa woman, which ma-
D ny young men before-hand doe not thinke
of, the world is not all made of otemeale, nor all is not
golde that glifters, nora {miling countenance is no cer=
taine teftimoniall of a merry heart : nor the way to hea-
uen is not ftrewed with rufhes; no more is the cradle of
cafe in a womans lapp, if thou wer’t a feruant or in bon-
dage before, yet when thou marrieft, thy toile is neuer
the nere ended, but euen then & not before, thou chan-
geft thy golden life which thou dideft lead before, in re-
{pect of the married, for a drop of honey which quickly
turneth to be as bitter as worm-wood ; And therefore
farre better it were to haue two plowes going then one
cradle, and better a barne filled then a bed, therefore cut
of the occafion which may any way bring thee into
fooles paradice. Then firft and aboue all thun Idlenes,
for idlenes is the beginner and maintainer of loue, there~
fore apply thy felfe about fome affaires, or occupied a~
bout fome bufinefle, for fo long as thy minde or thy bo-
dy is in labour the loue of a woman is not remembred
nor luft neuer thought vpon, but if thou fpend thy time
idlely amongft women, thou art like vanto him which
playeth with the Bee, who may fooner feele of her fting
then tafte of her honey, he that toucheth pitch may be
defiled therewith, Rofes vnaduifedly gathered prickles
our fingers; Bees vngently handled ftinges our faces,and
yet the one is pleafant and the other is profitable, and if
thou be in company of women, the¢ Deuill himfelfe hath
not
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not more illufions to gett men into hisnet, then women |
haue deuifes & inuentions to allure men into their loue,
and if thou fuffer thy felfe once to be lead into fooles pa-
radice, (that is to fay) the bed or clofet wherein a woman
is, (then I fay) thou art like a bird {nared in a lime buth,
which the more the ftriueth the fafter the is. Itis vnpoffi-
ble to fall amongft ftones and not to be hurt, or amongft
thornes and not be prickt, or amongft nettles and not be
ftung, a man cannot carry fire in his bofome and not
burne his cloathing, no more can a man liue in loue but
it is a life as wearifome as hell, and he that marrieth a
wife matcheth himfelfe unto manytroubies. Ifthou ma-
rieft a ftill and a quiet woman , that will feeme to thee
that thou rideft but an ambling horfe to hell, but if with
one that is froward and vnquiet, then thou wert as good
ride a trotting horfe to the deuil : herein I will not be my
owne caruer, but I'referre you to the iudgement of thofe
which haue feene the troublesand felt the torments; for
none are better able to iudge of womens qualities, then }
thofe which haue them; none fecles the hardnes of the
Flint buthethat ftrikes it; none knowes where the thooe
pincheth but he that weares it. It is faid that aman thold
eat abuthel of Salte with one which he meanes to make
his freind, before he put any great confidence or truft
in him; And if thou be folong in choofing a freind, in i
my minde thou hadft need to eate two buthels of Salte
with a woman before thou make her thy wife ; other-
wife, before thou haft eaten one bufhell with her, thou
fhalt tafte of tenne quarters of forowe, & ry dram
of pleafure an ounce of paine, and for euery pinte of hos

ney a gallon of gall, and for eacry ynche of mirth an ell
F2
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of mone. In the beginninga womans loue feemeth de-
lightfull, but endeth with deftruction, therefore he that
trufteth to the loue of a woman fhall be as fure as hethat
hangeth by theleafe of a trec inthe later end of Summer,
and yet there is great difference betwixt the flanding
poole and the running ftreame, although they are both
waters.

Therefore of two euills choofe the leaft and auoid the
greateft, but my meaning is not heere to aduife thee to
choofe the leaft woman, for the little women are as vn-
happy as the greateft, for though their ftatures be little
yet their heartes are big, then {peake faire to all but truft
none, and fay with Disgenes, it is too foone for a young
man to marryand too late forold men. One asked a Phi~
lofopher what the life of a married man was, he anfwe-
red, mifery, and what is his felicity ? mifery, for he ftill
lingers in hope of a future ioy, and what is his end? and
he ftill anfwered, mifery.

There are fixe kindes of women which thou fhouldeft
take heede that thou match not thy felfe to any one of
them, that is to fay, good nor bad, faire nor foule, rich
nor poore, for if thou marrieft one that is good thou
maift quickly {pill her with too much making of her, for
when prouender pricks a woman then the will growe
knauifh : and if bad, then thou muft fupporther in all her
bad actions,and that will be {o wearifome vnto thee that
thou hadft as good drawe water continually to fill a bot~
tomlefie tub: if fhe be faire then thou muft doe nothing:
elfe but watch her: and if the be foule and loathfom who
can abide her: if fhe be rich then thou muft forbeare
her becaufe of her wealth: and if fhe be poore then thou

muft
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muft maintaine her.

For ifa woman be neuer fo rich in dowry, happy by
her good dame, beautiful of body, fober of countenance,
eloquent in {peach, and adorned with vertue, yet they
haue one ill quallity or other which ouerthroweth all the
other, like vnto that Cow which giueth great ftore of
milke and prefently firiketh it down with her foote, fuch
a cowis as much to be blamed for the loffe as to be com-
mended for the guift, or like as when men talke of fuch a
man or fuch a man, he is an excellent good workeman,
or he isa good Chirurgian, or agood Phifition, or he is
a pretty fellowe of his hands, but if they conclude with
this word, but it is pitty he hath one fault, which com-
monlyin {ome men is drunkennefle, then I fay, if he were
endued with all the former quallities, yet they cannot
gaine him fo much credit to counterpoife the difcredite
that commeth thereby.

It is faid of men that they haue that one fault, but of
women it is faid that theyhaue two faultes, that is to fay,
they can neither fay well nor doe well: there is a faying
that goeth thus, that things farrefetcht and deare bought
are of vs moft dearely beloued, the like may be faid of
women, although many of them are not farre fetched
yet they are deare bought, yea and fo deare, that many a
man curfeth his hard penniworths and bannes his owne
heart, for the pleafure of the faireft woman in the world
lafteth buta honnymoone, that is, whilea manhath glut-
ted his affections and reaped the firft fruit, his pleafure
being paft, forrowe and repentance remaineth ftill with

im.
‘Therefore to make thee the fironger to ftriue againft
E 2 thefe
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thefe tame Serpents thou fhalt haue more ftrings to thy
bowe then one, it is fafe riding at two ankers, alwaies
looke before thou leape leaft thy fhinnes thou chance to
breake, now the fire is kindled let vs burne this other fa~
got and fo to our matter againe.

If a woman be neuer fo comely thinke her a counter-
feit, if neuer fo ftraite thinke her crooked, if the be well
fet call her a bofle, if flender a hazell twig, if browne
thinke her as blacke as a crowe, if well coloured a pain~
ted wall, if fad or fhame fac’d then thinke hera clowne, if
merry and pleafant then fhe is the liker to be a wanton.
Bat if thou be fuch a foole that thou wilt fpend thy time
and treafure, the one in the loue of women, & the other
to delight them,in my minde thou refembleftthe fimple
Indians, who apparell themfelues moft richly when they
goe to be burned.

But what fhould I fay? fome will not giue their bable
for the Tower of London. He that hath failed at fea hath
feene the dangers, and he that is married can tell of his
owne woe, but he that was neuer burnt will neuer dread
the fire. Some will goe to dice although they fee others
loofe all their monyat play, and fome will marry though
they beg together, is it not firange that men fhould bee
{o foolifh to doat on women who differ fo farre in nature
from men? for a man delights in armes & in hearing the
ratling drums, but a woman loues to heare{weetmuficke
on the Lute, Cittern, or Bandora : a man reioyceth ta
march among the murthered carkaffes, but a woman to
dance on afilken carpet: a man loues to heare thethreat-
nings of his Princes enemies, but awoman weepes when
{he heares of wars : a manloues to lye on the cold grafle,

but a
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but awoman muft be wrappedin warme mantlesz, a man
tryumphes at warres, but a woman reioyceth more at
eace.

If a man talke of any kinde of beaft or fowle, prefently
the nature is knowne as for example, the Lyons are all
ftrong and hardy, the Hares are all fearefull & cowardly,
the Doues ate all fimple, and fo of all béafts and fowle
the like, I meane few or none {waruing from his kinde;;
but women haue more contrary forts of behauiour then
there be women, and therefore impoffible for a man to
know all, no nor one part of womens quallities all the
daies of thy life.

Some with fweete words vndermine their husbands,
as Dalila did Samfon,and fome with chiding and brauling
are made weary of the world, as Socrates and others: So-
crates when his wife did chide and braul would goe out
of the houfe till all were quiet againe, but becaufe he
would not fcold with her again it grieued her the more;
for on a time the watched his going outand threwe a
chamber pot out of the window on his head, ha ha quoth
he, I thought after all this thunder there would come
raine.

There is an hiftory maketh mention of one named
Annynions, who inuited a friend of his to goe home with
him to fupper, but when he came home he found his wife
chyding and brawling with her maydens, whereat his
gueft was very much difcontented. Aunynious turning to
him, faid ; good Lord how impacient art thou? I'haue
fuffred her thefe twenty yeares,and canft not thou abide
her two houres? by which meanes he caufed his wife to
leaue chyding, and laughed out the matter.

There
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There is no woman but either fhe hath a long tongue
or a longing tooth, and they are two ill neighbours, if
they dwell together, for the one will lighten thy purfe if
it be ftill pleafed,and the other will waken thee from thy
fleepe if it benot charmed. Isitnot ftrangeof what kinde
of mettall a womans tongue is made of, that neither cor-
rection can chaftife nor faire meanes quiet, for thereis a
kinde of venome in it, that neither by faire meanes nor
fowle they are to be ruled : all beafts by man are made
tame, but a womans tongue will neuer be tame, it is but
a {mall thing and feldome feene, but it is often heard, to
the terror and vtter confufion of manya man.
Therefore as a fharpe bit curbes a froward horfe, euen
{o a curft woman muft be roughly vfed, but if women
could hold their tongues, then many times men would
their hands. As the beftmetled blade is mixt with iron,
euen fo thebeft woman that is is not free from faults, the
goodlieft gardens are not free from weedes, no more is
the beft nor the faireft woman void of ill deedes.
He that vfeth troth to tell
May blamed be though he fay well.
If thou be young marry not yet,
1f thou be old thou wilt haue more wit,
For young mens wiues will not be taught,
And olde mens wiues are good for naught.
When he that for a woman ftriueth by lawe
Shall ftriue like a coxcomband proue but a dawe.
‘Then buy not thou with ouermuch coft
The thing which yeildes but labour loft.
Diuers beafts and fowle by nature haue more ftrength
in one part of the body then in another, as the Eagle in
the
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the beake, the Vnicorn in the horne, the Bull in thehead,
the Beare in his armes, the Horfe in his breaft, the Dog
in his teeth, the Serpent in his taile, but a womans chiefe
ftrength is in her tongue, the Serpent hath not fo much
venome in his taile as fhe hath in her tongue, and as the
Serpent ncuer leaueth hiffing and ftinging and fecking
to doe mifchiefe : cuen fo fome women are neuer well
except they be cafting out venome with their tongues to
the hurt of their husbands or of their neighbours, there=
fore he that will difclofe his fecrets to a woman is wor-
thy to haue his haire cut with Sam/on, for if thou vnfol-
deft any thing of fecret to a woman the more thou char-
geft her to keepe it clofe the more fhe will feeme as it
were to be with childe till fhe haue reuealed it among(k
her gofiips, yet ifone fhould make doubt of her fecrefie
the would feeme angry, and fay, I am no fuch light huf=
wife of my tongue as they whofe fecretes Iye at their
tongues endes, which flyes abroad fo foone as they open
their mouthes, therefore feare not to difclofe your fe-
crets to me, for I was neuer touched with any ftaine of
my tongue in allmy life, day the will not fticke to {weare
that fhe will tread it vnder foote or bury it vnder a ftone,
yet for all this beleeue her not, for euery woman hath
one efpeciall goflip at the leaft which fhe doth loue and
affec aboue all the reft,and vato her fhe ranneth with alk
the fecrets the knoweth.

There is anhiftory maketh mention of one Lyas whom
King Amafis commaunded to goe into the market and to
buy the beft and profitableft meat he could get, and he
bought nothing but tongues,the Kingasked himtherea-
1G why he boughtno other meat, whomade this an{wer,
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T was commaunded to buy the beft meate, and from the
tongue come many good and profitable fpeaches, then
the King fent himagaine and bad him bye the worft and
vnprofitableft meat, and he likewife bought nothing but
tongues, the King againe asked him the reafon, fromno-
thing (faid he) commeth worfe venome then from the
tongue, and fuch tongues moft women haue.

A Romaine hiftory maketh mention of one of the
chiefe gouernors of Rome that had a fonne whofe name
was Papirius, whofe father tooke him with him to the
Councell-houfe that thereby he might learne wifdome,
withing him withall to keepe their fecrets: his mother
was diuers times asking of the boy what they did at the
Counfaile-houfe, and what the caufe was of their often
meeting; on a time young Papirius fearing to difpleafe
his father, and hoping to fatiffie his mother told her this,
mother (faid he) there is hard hold amongft them about
the making of a Jaw thateuery man (hall haue two wiues
or cuery woman two hufbands, and fo farre as I can per-
ceiue it is likely to be concluded vpon that euery man
fhall haue two wiues. :

The next day whenhis father and he were gone to the
Counfaile-houfe fhe beftirred her felfe, and got moft of
the chiefe women of the City together, and told them
what alaw was like to be made if it were not preuented,
and fo to the Counfaile-houfe they went a great flocke
of them, but when they came in the Gouernours were
all amazed, and asked the caufe of their comming ? and
one of the women hauing leaue to fpeake faid thus;
wheras you are about to make a law that euery man thall
haue two wiues, confider with yourfelues what vaquiet-
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nefle and firife thereby will arife, but (faid the) it were
better that one woman fhould haue two husbands, that
if the one were on bufinefle abroad the other might be
at home : now when the Gouernours heard this {peach
they meruailed wherupon it (hould arife; then young Pa-
pirius requefted that he might {peake, who prefently re-
folued them the caufe of the womens comming, {o they
greatly commended the boy and laughed the women to
{corne.

Heere thou maift perceiue bya taft what wine is in the
butt, if the Dragons head be full of poyfon what venome
then thinke you lurkethin histayle? All thisisbut totell
thee of the doubts and dangers that come by marriage,
yet I would not haue all men feare to lye inthe graffe be~
caufe a Snake lyeth there, nor all men feare to goe to Sea
becaufe fome men are drowned at Sea, neither doe I
warrant al men to feare to goe to their beds becaufe ma-
ny die in their beds, then marry a Gods name, but again
and againe take heede to the choyce of thy wife.

Marry not for beauty without vertue, nor choofe for
riches without good conditions : Sa/smon among{t many
other notable fentences fit for this purpofe faith, thata
faire woman without difcreet manners is like a gold ring
in a Swines fnowte; and if thou marrieft for wealth, then
thy wifemany times will caft it in thy dith faying, thatof
a begger fhe made thee a man : againe, if thou marrieft
for beauty and aboue thy calling thou muft not onely
beare with thy wiues folly, but with many vnhappy
words, for fhe will fay fhe was blinded in fancying thee,
for fhe might haue had Captaine fucha one, or this Gen-
tleman, or that, {o that thou fhalt neuer neede to craue a
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foule word at her hands in feauen yeares, for thou flialt
haue enowe without asking, befides I feare me thou wilt
be better headed then wedded, for fhe will make thee
weare an Oxefeatherin thy cap, yethe whichhath afaire
wife will aduenture on a thoufand infamies only in/hope
to, keepe herin the flate of an honefk woman, but if the
beill giuen doe what thou canft, break thy heart &cbend:
thy ftudy neuer fo much, yet all will not ferue, thow maifk
Iet her goe all houres of the night fhe will neuer meete:
with a worfe then her felfe, except the meete with the
deuill himfelfe.

Therefore yst once more I aduife thee-in the choyce
of thywife to hauca fpeciall regard to her quallities and:
conditions before thow thalee hands or iumpe a match:
with ber: Alfoinquire and marke the life-and conuerfati-
an.of her Parents, let the old prouerbe put thee inminde
hereof; that-an euill Birdlayethan ill Egge, the:Cat will
after hir kinde,. an. ill Tree cannot bring foorth good
fruite, the young Crab goeth crooked like the Damme,,
the young Cocke croweth as the olde, and it isia very
rare matter to fee children tread.out of the paths. of thein
Parents. He that commeth into a Fayre to buy a Horfe
will prye into cuery pait to fee: whether he be found of
winde and limb,.and without cracke or flaw, and whe-
ther his breeding were in a hard foyle, or whether he'be
well paced, andlikewife he wil hauea care that hishorfe
thall: haue all. outward markes which betoken: a good
horfe, yet with all the cunning he hath he may be decei-
ued, but if he proue aiade he may put him away at the
next Fayre.

But
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But if in choife of thy wife thou be deceived as many
men are, thou muft ftand to thy worde which thou ma-
deft before the whole Parifh, which was to take her for
better or worfe for there is no refufing, fhe will fticke to
thee as clofe as a faddle to a horfes backe, and if fhe be
frowardly giuen, then fhe will vexe thee night and day.

Amongft the quieteft coupples that are yet houthold
iarres will arife, but yet fuch quarrells which happen
in the day are often quallified with kiffes in the night, but
if it be not fo ended, their thirfk will goe foreward like
the carriage which is drawne betweene two horfes taile
to taile; & if (he cannot reuenge hir felfe with hir tongue
nor with her handes, nor with conuaying thy goods, yet
fhe will pay thee home privately, forif thou ftrike with
thy fword the will ftrike with the feabard;, choofe not the
rapier by his ringing, nor thy wife by her finging, for if
thou doeft thou maift be very well deceiued by both, for
thy rapier may proue a gad,and thy wife but little better.

Now if thowaske me howe thou fhouldft choofe thy
wife, I anfwere? that thou haft the whole world to make
choife, & yet thou maift be deceiued. An ancient Father
being asked by a young man howe he fhould choofe a
wife, he anfwered him thus? When thou feeft a flock of
maidens together, hudwinke thy felfe faft and runne a-
mongft them, and looke which thou chafeft, let her be
thy wife, the young man toldehim that if he went blind~
folded he might be deceiued : and fo thou maieft (quoth
the olde man) if thy eyes were open, for in the choife of
thy wife, thou muft not truft thy owne eyes for they will
deceiue thee and be the caufe of thy woe, for fhe may
feeme good whofe wafte is like a wande, or fhe which
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hath a fpider fingered hand, or the which on her tiptoes
fill doth ftand, and neuer read but in a goulden booke,
nor will not be caught but with a golden hooke, or fuch
2 one as can ftroke a beard, or looke a head, and of euery
flea make herfelfe affraide, if thou hadeft a fpring fuch a
wench would makehim a beggerif he were halfe a King;
then this is no bargaine for thee. But harke a little far-
ther, the beft time for a young man to marry, is at the age
of twenty and fiue, and then to take a wife of the age of
feauenteene yeares or there about , rather a maide then
a widdow, for a widdow fhe is framed to the conditions
of another man & can hardly be altred, fo that thy paines
will be double, for thou muft vnlearne a widdow and
make her forget and forgoe her former corrupt and dif-
ordered behauiour, the which is hardly to be done, but
a young woma of tender yeares is flexable and bending,
obedient and fubiect to doe any thing, according to the
will and pleafure of her husband.

Andif thy ftate be good, marry neare homeand at lei-
fure, but if thy ftate be weake and poore, then to better
thy felfe after enquiry made of her wealth & conditions,
goe far off & difpatch it quickly, for doubt leaft tatling
fpeaches which commonly in thefe cafes runns betwixe
party and party and breakes it off euen then when it is
come to the up fhot, but as I haue already faide, before
thou put thy foote out of doores make diligent enquiry
of her behauiour, for by the market-folke thou {halt
heare how the market goeth, for by enquiry thou thalt
heare whether fhe be wife, vertuous and kinde, wearing
but her owne proper haire, and fuch garments as her
friends eftate will affoord, or whether {he loue to keepe
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within the houfe, and to the feruantes haue a watchfull
cie, or if fhe haue a care when to fpend & when to fpare,
and be content with what God doth fend, or if the can
thed no kinde of vnftained teares but when iuft caufe of
hearty forrow is,and that in wealth and woe, in ficknefle
and in health fhe will be all alike, fuch a wife will make
thee happy in thy choife.

Although fome happen on a deuillith and vnhappy
woman yet all men doe not fo, as fuch as happen ill it is
a warning to make them wife, if they make a fecond
choife, not that all other thall haue the like fortune, the
funne thineth vpon the good and bad , and many a man

_happeneth fooner on a threw then a fhip: Some thriue
by dicing but not one in an hundreth therefore dicing is
ill husbandry, fome thriue by marriage,and yet many are
vndone by marriage, for marriage is either the making
or marring of many a man, and yet I will not fay buta-
mongft duft there is Pearle found , and in hard rockes
Dyamondsof great value, and {o amongf{t many women
there are fome good , as that gracious and glorious

ueene of all women kinde the Virgin Marythe mother
of all bliffe, what wun her honour but anhumble minde
and her paines and loue vnto our Sauiour Chrift.

Sara is commended for the earneft loue that (he bare
to her husband, not onely for calling him Lord, but for
many other quallities: Alfo Sz/anna for her chaftity and
for creeping on her knees to pleafe her husband , but
ther are meaner Hiftories which makes mentiG of many
others, as that of Denietryes how that fhe was content to
run Lackey by her hufbands fide.

Likewife Lucretia for the loue and loyalty, that fhee

bare
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bare to her husband , being vnkindely abufed by an vn-
chaft lecher againft her will, the prefently flew herfclfe
in the prefence of many, rather then the would offer her
body againe to her husband being but one time defiled.

It is recorded of an Earle called Guncalles, that vpon
the Kinges difpleafure was committed to prifon, and his
wife hauing liberty to vifit him in prifon, on a time fhe
caufed him to put of his apparell and to put on hers,and
{o by that meanes got out by the Porter and fhe remain=
ed in prifon, and fo by this means he efcaped the angry
rage of his Prince,and afterwards his wife was delivered
alfo.

Likewife it was no fmall loue that Artymenes bare to
her husband, for after his death fhe built fuch a famous
Sepulcher (and beftowed the greateft part of her wealth
thereon)in fomuch that at this day it is called one of the
{eauen great wonders of the world.

Alfo Pliniemakes mentionof afither-man which dwelt
neere vnto the fea fide, and he fell ficke of an vacurable
difeafe, by which meanes he indured fuch torment and
paise, that it would haue grieued any creature to be-
holde him, his carefull and louing wife laboured & tra~
uelled fasre and neare to procure his health again, but
at laft feeing all meanes in vaine , the brake out with
him in thefe wordes: Death at one time or another will
come, and therefore rather then you fhould any longer
indure this miferable life, I am content that both of vs
preuent death before he come, fo this poore gricued man
did yeild to her counfel, and they went foorth to the top
of an exceeding high Reck,and there this womanbound
herfelfe falt to ber husband;, and from thence cafting
themfelues
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-themfelues downe, ended their liues together.

Now I doe not commend this death to be godly, al-
though it fhewed great loue in the woman , no doubt
but the King of 4yra had a very kinde and louing wife as
fhal appeare, for when Alexander the great had deprived
him of the greateft part of his Kingdome yet he bare it
out very patiently with a valiant and manly courage,and
without any fhowe of outward griefe at all, but when
newes was brought him that his wife was dead, he then
moft gricuoufly brake into teares and wept bitterly, and
withall he faid : that the loffe of his whole kingdome
thould not haue gricued him fo much, as the death of
his wife.

It is alfo recorded of Allexander , that at the death of
his wife be made fuch a forrowfull kinde of fpeach for
her, faying : Death were kinde if he tooke nothing but
that which offendeth, but he hath taken her away which
neuer offended, oh death thou haft bereaued me of the
better part of my life.

Tt is alfo faid of Palerius Maximusthat he ona time fin-
ding two Serpents in his bed-chamber being ftrangely
amazed thereat, he demaunded of the fouth-faiers what
it meaned ? and they anfwered him : Thatof neceflity he
mutt kill one of them, and if he killed the male then he
himfelfe muft firt dye, and if the female then his wife
thould dye before him, & becaufe he loued his wife bet-
ter then himfelfe, he moft grievoufly made choife of
the male and killed him firft, and thortly after he dyed
leauing his wife a widdow.

Such a kinde foole to his wife was Adam, for hee was
forbidden on paing of death not to cate of the tree of
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good and euill, yet for all that Adam notwithftanding to
gratifie his wiues kindneffe, and for loue he bare her re-
fufed not to haffard his life by breach of that commaun=
dement.

But becaufe in all thinges there is a contrary which
theweth the difference betwixt the good and the bad, e~
uen fo both of men and women there are contrary fortes
of ‘behauicur, if in thy choife thou happenon a good
wife defire not to change, for there is a prouerbe faieth,
feldome commeth a better, & there is none poorer then
thofe that haue had many wiues , thou maicft beare a
good affection towards thy wife, & yet let her not know
it, thou maift loue her well and yet not carry her on thy
backe,a man mayloue his houfe well and yet not ride on
the ridge, loue thy wife and {peake her faire although
thou doe but flatter her, for women loue to be accounted
beautifull, and to be miftrefics of many maides, & to liue
without controlement, and kinde wordes as much pleafe
a woman as any other thing whatfoeuer, and a mans
chiefeft defire fhould be firft the grace of God, a quict
life and an heneft wife, a good report and a friend in
ftore, and then what neede a man to aske any more.

Saint Pau!faith thofe which marry doe well, but he al-
fo faith thofe which marry not doe better, but yet alfo
hefaieth that it is better to marry then to burne inluft; A
merry companion being asked by his friend why he did
not marry, he made this anfwvere and faid; ‘That he had
beene in Bedlam two or three times, and yet he was ne-
uer fo mad to marry, and yet there is no ioy nor pleafure
in the world which may be compared to marriage, {o
the parties are of necre ¢quall yeares and of good gual-
lnties,
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lities, then good fortune and badde is welcome to them,
both their cares are equall, and their ioyes equall, come
what will allis welcome & all is common betwixt them,
the husband doth honour and reuerence her, and if he
be rich he committeth all his goods to her keeping, and
if he be poore and in aduerfity, then hee beareth but the
one halfe of the griefe, & furthermore the will comfort
him with all the comfortable meane fhe can deuife, and
if he will ftay follitary in his houfe fhe will keepe him
company, if he will walke into the fieldes why fhe will
goe with him, and if he be abfent from home fhe figheth
often and witheth his prefence, being come home he
findeth content fitting finyling in euery corner of his
houfe to giue him a kinde and a hearty welcome home,
and fhe receiucth him with the beft and greateft oy that
fhe can, many are the ioyes and fweetpleafuresin marri-
age, as in our children, being young they play, prattle,
laugh, and fheweth vs many pretty toyes to moue vs to
mirth and laughter, and when they are bigger growne
and that age or pouerty hath affli¢ted the Parents, then
they fhew the duty of children in releeuing their olde a-
ged parents with what they can fhift for, and when their
parents arc deade they bring them to the earth from
whence they came.

Yet now confider on the other fide, when a wrinkled
and toothles woman fhall take a beardles boy (a fhort
tale to make of it) there can bee noliking nor louing be-
tweene fuch contraries but continuall firife and debate,
{o likewife when matches are made by the Parentes,and
the dowery told and paid before the young couple haue
any knowledge of it, & fo many times are forced againft
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their mindes, fearing the rygor and difpleafure of their
parents , they often promife with their mouthes that
which they refufe with their hearts,

Alfo if a man marry a wife for fair lookes without dow-
rie, then their loue will foone wax colde, in fomuch that
theyvfe them riotlike wiues but ratherlike kitchinftuffe,
wheras thofe which marry rich wiues they haue alwaies
fomething to be in loue withall; It is a common thing
now adaies, that faire women without riches finde more
louers then husbands.

Choofe not a wife too faire; nor too foule, nor too richy
for if he be faireeueryone will be catching at her, and if
{he be too foule a man will haue no minde to loue her
which no body likes, & if too rich thou thinkeft to mar=
ry with one which thou meaneft to make thy compani-
on, thou fhalt finde her a commaunding miftrefle; fo
that riches caufeth a woman to be proud, beauty makes
her to be fufpected, and hard fauoured maketh her to be
hated. Therefore choofe a ‘wife young, well borne, and
well brought vp, reafonable rich, and indifferent beauti-
full, and of a good witt and capacity; alfo in choife of a
wife a man fhould note the honefty of the parents, for it
isa liklyhood that thofe children which are vertuoufly
brought vp will follow the fteppes of their parents, but
yet many atree is fpoiled in the hewing, there are {fome
Which haue but one only Daughter and theyare {o blin-
ded with the extreame loue that theybeare her, that they
will not haue her hindred of her will whatfocuer the de-
fireth, fo fuffering her to liug in all wanton pleafure and
delicacy, which afterwardes turneth to be the caufe of
many inconueniences.

Now
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Now the Father before he marryhis daughter isto fift
throughly the quallitics, behauiour, and life of his Son
in lawe, for he which meeteth with a ciuil and an honeft
{fonne in lawe getteth a good fonne, and he which meet~
eth with an ill one, cafteth away his daughter.

‘The husband muft prouide tofatisfie the honeft defires
of his wife, fo that neitherby neceflity nor fuperfluity be
the occafion to worke her difhonour, for both want and
plenty, both eafe and difeafe makes fome women often=
times vnchafte: and againe many times the wife feeing
the husband to take no care for her, making belike this
reckoning that no body elfe will care for her or defire
her : but to conclude this point, fhee onely is to be ac=
counted honeft, who hauing liberty to doe amiffe yet
doth it not.

Again, a man thould thus accout of his wife, as the on«
ly treafure he enioyeth vpon earth, and he muft alfo ac-
cott that there is nothing more due to the wife, then the
faithfull, honeft, and louing company of the husband,
he ought alfo in figne of loue to impart his fecrets and
counfell vnto his wife, for many haue found much com=
fort and profit by taking their wiues counfell, and if thou
ipart any ill hap to thy wife the lighteneth thy griefe,
¢ither by comforting thee louingly, or elfe in bearing a
part thereof patiently : Alfo if thou efpie a fault in thy
wife, thou muft not rebuke her angerly or reprochfully,
but onely fecretly betwixt you two , alwaies rememb-
ring that thou muft neither chide nor playe with thy
wife before company, thofe that play and dally with
them before company, they doe thereby fet other mens
tecth anedge, and make their wiues the lefle thamefafte.
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1t behooueth the married man alwaies to fhew him-
felfe in fpeech and countenance both gentle and amia-
ble, for if a woman of modeft behauiour feeth any grofe
inciuilitic in her husband, the doth not only abhorre it
but alfo thinketh with her fefe, that other men are
more difcreete and better brought vp, therefore it ftan-
deth him vpon to be ciuill and modeft in hisdoings leaft
he offend the chafte thoughts of his wife, to whofe li-
king he ought to confirmehimfelfe in all honeftandrea-
fonable things, and to take heede of euery thing which
may miflike her.

Why fome women loue their louers better then their
husbands, the reafon is, the louer in the prefence of his
Lady is very curious of his behauiour, that he vieth no
vnfeemely geftures, whereby there may no fufpition of
icaloufie or any exception be taken by any thing he
doth : it behoueth euery woman to haue a great regard
to her behauiour, and to keepe her felfe out of the fier,
knowing that a woman of fufpected chaftity liueth but
in a miferable cafe, for there is but fmall difference by
being naught and being thought naught, and when fhe
heareth other women ill fpoken of; let her thinke in her:
minde what may be fpoken of her, for when a woman
hath gotten an ill name, whether it be deferuedly or
without caufe, yet fhe fhall haue much adoe to recouer
againe her honour and credit thereof: let 2 woman a-
voide fo much as may be the company of a woman
which hath an ill name, for many of them indeauour by
their euill fathions and difhoneft {peach, to bring others
to doas they do, and many of them wifh in their hearts

thatall women werelike vntothemfelues: it may be faid
of
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of many women that the feathers are more worth then
the birds, therefore it behoueth cuery woman to behaue
herfelfe fo fober and chafte in countenance and {peach
that no man may be fo bolde as to affaile her : for com-
monly Caftles, if they come once to parlie,are at point to
yeeld, therefore if a woman by chance be fet vpon let
her make this anfwer, when I was a maide I wasat the
difpofition of my parents, but now I am married I am
at the pleafure of my husband, therefore you were beft
{peake to him and to knowe his minde what I (hall doe,
and if her husband be out of the way, let her alwaies

behaue her felfe as if he were prefent.
Alfo a woman may confider, if her husband be cho-
loricke and hafty fhe muft ouercome him with milde
fpeach,and if he chide fhe muft holde her peace, for the
anfwer of a wife womanis filence, and the mutt ftay to
vtter her minde vntill he be appeafed of his fury and at
quiet, for if women many times would houlde their
tongues they might be at quiet : there was a very angry
cupple married together, and a friend being with them
at fupper asked them how they could agree together
beingboth fo froward and tefty: the good man madehim
this anfwere, when I am angry my wife beareth with me,
and when fhe is angry I beare with her , for with what
heart can a man fo much as touch a haire of his wiues
head, (I meane rigoroufly) for the husband ought to
rebuke hir with wordes {ecretly, and feeke to reforme
her by good counfaile, he ought to lay before her the
fhame of ill dooing, and the praife of well doing, if this
will not ferue yet he ought rather paciently to forbeare
her then rigoroufly to beate her, for fhe is fleth of thy
flefh,
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fleth, &there is no man {o foolith to hurt his owne fleth,
a man ought tobe a comforter of his wife, but then he
ought not to be a tormenter of her, for with what face
ecan a man imbrace that body which his hands hath bat-
tered and bruifed, or with what heart can a woman loue
¢hat man which can finde in his heart to beat her.

‘Alfo when aman findeth a painfull and a carefull wo-
man, which knoweth when to fpend and when to fpare
and to keepe the houfe in good order,’then the husband
will not deny fucha wife any neceffary thing belonging
to the houfe : But if the be a light hafwife who liueth
without doing of any thing, without caringfor husband,
children or feruantés , or any other thing belonging to
the houfe, thereby hewing although her body beinthe
houfe yet her minde is abroad , which redowneth to her
fhame and to her husbands great hinderance, for when
the Miftres is occupied in vanity, the feruantes care lefle
for her profit but looke to their owne , for while the
miftrefle playeth the mayden ftrayeth.

But thefe men are to be laughed at, whohauinga wife
and a fufficient wife to doe all the worke within doores
which belongs for a woman to doe, yet the husband will
fet hennes abrood, feafon the pott,and drefle the meate,
or any the like worke which belongeth not to the man.
Such husbandsmany times offend their wiues greatly &
they wrong themfelues ; for if they were imployed a-
broad in matters belonging to men they would be the
more defirous being come home to take their eafe, then
to trouble their wites & feruantes in medling with their
matters, for the rule and gouernment of thehoufebelon+
geth to the wife.
g And
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Andhe that hath a wife of hisowne and goeth to ano=
ther woman, is like a rich theefe which will fteale when
he hath no neede.

Amongft all the creatures that God hath created,
there isnone more fubicét to mifery thana woman, efpe-
cially thofe that are fruitfull to beare children, for they
haue fcarce a monthesreft in a whole yeare, but are con~
tinually ouercome with paine, forrow & feare, as indeed
the danger of child-bearing muft needes bee a great ter-
ror toa woman which are counted but weake veflells, in
refpect of men,and yet it is fuppofed that there is no dif-
eafe that 2 man indureth, that is one halfe fo grieuous or
painefull as child-bearing is to a woman ; Let it be the
tooth-ache, goute or collick, nayifa man had all thefe at
once, yet nothing comparable to a womans paine in hir
travaile with childe.

Now if thou like not my reafons to expell loue, then
thou maieft try Ouids arte who prefcribes a falue for fuch

.a fore, for hee counfels thofe which fecle this horrible

heate, to coole their flames with hearbs which are colde
of nature;.as Rew and Lettis,and other hearbes too long
to refite : alfo he faith, thou fhouldeft abftaine from ex-
cefle of meate and drinke, for that prouokes thy minde
greatly to luft: alfo tohunt, to hawke, to{hoot, to bowle,
to run, to wraftle and fome other play, for this will keep
thy minde from thinking of luft : al{o thun lothfulnefs &
idlenefs, for thefe are the onely nurces of loue , efchew
malancholly or fadnes and keepe merry company, turne
thy eyes from the place where bewitching {pirits are,
leaft the remembrance doe increafe and rubb thy galled
minde : alfo to efchew the place where thou didit firt

I feele
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fecle the fire that burneth thy minde with fiich vnquict

thought Likewife faith hee, beware thou doe not twife

perufc the fecret flattering lettersof thy fappofed frend-

ly ioy, for if thou doe not refufe the oftenview thereof, it

Will much increafe thy griefe, dolour and annoy: vie no

talke of her whomethou Touett, nor once name her, for

that will increafe thy care, by thinking in thy minde

¢hat thou beholdeft her face: but fome are perfwaded

+that no rales of reafon can affwage this griefe, for loue

is lawles and ‘obeyes o lawe, nomor yet no counfell
can perfwade nor take «ffect or fubdue the affetion of
Tis bewitched {pirits.  Furthermore Ouid prefcribes o-
ther ‘feafons to expell the'heat of loae, for where loue is
fetled the louers are many times hindered ‘of their pur-
pofe: Somtimes for want of friends confent, ordiftance
of place; then& in fuch acafe his counfell is to loue two
or three, for loue being fo’diuided, makes the loue of
one the lefle thought vpon: orelfe faieth hee fatisfie'thy
Tuft vpon fome other dame, for it wil alfo helpe:to weare
the former loue out ‘of thy minde ; Loc thus Ouid fhot
but yet he mift the marke., ‘not for want of learning but
for want of grace, for grace fubdues and treads all vices
vnder foote, dlthough morral meanes:doth prefcribe di-
uerfe other diets to wafte the heate of loues defire, as
long abfence from the place where thy liking liues; for
the coales of company doth kindleand heate the heart,
that with abfence would be voide of harme, for abfence
doth quallifie that fire and coole the minde of thofe
which many times the copany of wantons doth warme,
for he which doth not fhun the place where Zenus in her
glory fits, hath no care of himfelfe but fuffers her to fup-
prife his witts. The
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The Bearbaiting or the vanity of Widdowes : chosfe
o whether.

Oe be vnto that vnfortunate man that match-

1 eth himfelfe vnto a widowe, for a widowe
will be the caufe of a thoufand woes, yet there

are many that doe with themfelues no worfe matched
then to a rich widowe, but thou doft not knowe what
griefes thou ioyneft with thy gaines, for if fhe be rich
fhe will looke to gouerne, and if the be poore then art
thou plagued both with beggery and bondage ; againe,
thy paineswill be double in regard of him which marri-
eth with a maide, for thou muft volearne thy widowe,
and make her forget her former corrupt.and difordered
behauiour, the which if thou take vpon thee to doe, thou
hadft euen-as good vndertake to wath a Blackamore
white, for commonly-widowes are fo froward, fo waf-
pith, and fo ftubborne, that thou canft not wreft them
from their wills, and if thou thinke to make her good by
fripes thou muftbeate hertodeath. One hauing marri-
ed with a froward widowe fhe called him theefe & ma-
ny other unhappy names, {o he tooke herand cut the
tongue out of her head, but-fhe euer afterwards would
make the figne of the gallowes with her fingers to him.
It is feldome or neuer feene that a- man marrieth with
a-widowe for her beauty norfor her perfonage, but only
for her wealth and riches, and if fhe be rich & beautifull
withall, then thou matcheft thy felfe to a the deuill, for
the will goe like a Peacocke and thou like a Woodcoke,
for fhe willhide her money to maintaine her pride: and
if thou at any time art defirous to be merry in her com-
L2 pany,
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pany,(hewil fay thou art merry becaufe thou haft gotten
a wife that is able to maintaine thee, where before thou
waft a begger and hadft nothing : and if thou thewe thy
felfe fad fhe will fay thou art fad becaufe thou canft not
bury her thereby to inioy that which fhe hath: if thou
make prouifion to fare well in thy houfe fhe will bid thee
fpend that which thou broughteft thy felfe.

If thou fhewe thy felfe {paring {he will fay thou fhalt
not pinch her of that which is her owne, and if thou doe
any thing contrary to her minde fhe will fay her other
husband was more kinde : if thou chance to dine from
home fhe will bid thee goe fup with thy Harlots abroad:
if thou go abroad and fpend any thing before thou com~
meft home, the will faya begger 1 found thee and a beg-
ger thou meaneft to feaue me : if thou ftay alwaies at
home the will fay thou art happy that ha(t gotten a wife
that is able to maintain thee idle: if thou carue herthe
beft morfell on the table, though fhe take it yet the will
take it fcornefully and fay, the had a husbandthat would
let her cut where fhe liked her felfe.

And if thou comein wel difpofed thinking to be mer-
ry,and intreating her with faire words, the will call thee
diffembling hipocrit; faying, thou fpeakeft me faire with
thy tongue but thy heart is on thy minions abroad. Loe
thefe are the franticke trickes of froward widowes, they
are neither well full nor fafting, they will neither goe to
Church nor ftay at home, I meane in regard of their im=
patient mindes, for a man fhall neither be quiet in her
fight nor out of her fight, for if thou be in her fight (he
will vexe thee as before faid, 8cout of her fight thy owne
confeience will torment and trouble thy minde to think

on the
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on the purgatory which perforce thou muft indure when
thou commeft home.

She will make Clubs trump when thou haft neuer a
blacke card in thy hand, for with her cruell tongue fhee
will ring thee fuch a peale that one would thinke the de-
uill were come from Hell, befides this thou fhalt haue a
brended flut like a hell-hagge with a paire of pappes like
a paire of dung-pots {hall bring in thy dinner, for thy
widow wilnottruft thee with a wench that is hanfomein
thy houfe, nowif that vpon iuftoccafio thouthroweft the
platters at the maides head, feeing thy meate brought in
byfuch a flutte and {5 flutti(hly drefl, then will thy wid-
dow take pepper in the nofe and ftampe and ftare, and
looke fo fower as if fhe had come but euen then from
cating of Crabs, faying, if thou had(t not maried with
me thou wouldeft haue beene glad of the worft morfell
that is heere, then thou againe replying fayett, if I had
not bene fo mad, the deuill himfelfe would not haue
had thee, and then without caufe thou blameft her of
olde age and of iealoufic and for hiding her money, and
by couaying away of her goods which thou haft bought
with the difpleafure of thy friends and difcredite to thy
felfe, in regard of her yeares; thenagaine fhe on the o-
ther fide runneth out to her neighbours, and there the
thundereth out a thoufand iniuries that thou doft her,
faying, my Corne he fendethto the market,and my Cat-
tell to the fayre, and look what he openly findeth he ta-
keth by force, and what [ hide fecretly he priuily ftea-
leth itaway, and playeth away all my moneyat dice. Loe
thushe confumeth my fubftance and yet hateth my per-
fon, no longer then I feede him with money can I cniloy
Iz hig
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his company, now he hath. that he fought for he giueth
me nothing elfe but froward anfweres and foule vfage,
and yet God knowes of pure loue T married him with
nothing, but now his ill husbandry is like to bring to ru-
ine both me and my children, but now all this while fhe
doth not forget to tell of her owne good hufwifery, fay=
ing, I fit working all day at my needle or at my diftaffe,
and he like an vnthrift and whoremonger runneth at
randome, thus they are alwaies ftretching their debate
vpon the racke of vengeance.

Loe heere isa life, but it is as wearifome as hell, for
if you kifle in the morning being friends, yet ere noone
ready to throwe the houfe outat the windowe. The Pa-
pifts affirme that Heauen is won by Purgatory, but in
my minde a man fhall neuer come into a worfe Purga-
tory then to be matched with a froward widowe: He
that matcheth himfelfe to a widowe and three children
matcheth himfelfe to foure theeues. One hauing maried
with a widowe, it was his lucke to bury her, but not be-
fore he was fore vexed with her, for afterwards he lying
on his death-bed his friends exhorted him to pray vnto
God that his foule might reft in Heaue, & he afked them
this queftion, whether (faid he) doe you thinke my wife
is gone? and they faid vnto him no doubt but that your
wife is gone to Heauen before you, he replied, I care
not whetherIgoe fo Igoe not where mywife is, for feare
I meet with her and be vexed with her as I haue beene
heeretofore.

Another hauing married with a widowe being one
day ata fermon heard the Preacher fay, whofoeuer will
be faued let him-take vp his croffe and follow me, this

mad




63

mad fellow after fermon was ended tooke his wife vpon
his backe and came to the Preacherand faid, heere is my
crofle; I am ready to follow thee whether thou wilt.
Another hauing married with a widowe which thewed
herfelfe like a Saint abroad but a Deuill at home, a frend
of her husbands told him that he had gotten him a good,
ftill and a quiet wife, yea marry quoth the married man
you fee my fhooe is faire and new, but yet you know not
where it pincheth me. 3

Another merry companion having married with a
widowe and carrying her ouer the Sea into France there
fodainely arofe a great ftorme, in fo much that they were
all in danger of drowning, the maifter of the Ship called
vnto the marriners & bad them take & throw ouer bord
all ‘the heauieft goodes in the Ship, this married man
hearing him fay fo, hee tooke his widdowand threw her
ouer-boord, and being asked the reafon why he did fo,
he faid that he neuer felt any thing in all his life that was
fo heauy to him as (he had beene.

Anotherhauing married with awiddow,and within a
while after they were married, fhe wentout intothe gar-
den, and there finding her husbands fhirt hang clofe on
thehedge by her maides fmocke, the went prefently and
hanged herfelfe for a iealous conceit that the tooke, and
a merry fellow asked the caufe why (he hanged herfelfe,
and being tolde that it was for icaloufie: I would faid he
that all trees did beare fuch fruit.

Thou maift thinkethat I haue fpoken inoughconcer-
ning Widdowes, but the further I runne after them the
further 1 am from them, for they are the fumme of the
feauen deadly finnes, the Feinds of Sathan and the gatei‘

: of
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of Hell; Nowme thinketh I heare fome fay-vntomethat
I thould haue told them this leffon fooner, for too late
cometh medicine when the patient is dead, euen fo too
late commeth counfaile when it is paft remedy, but it is
better late then neuer, for it may be a warning to make
others wife.

But whydo I makefo longa harueft of fo little corne?
fecing the corne isbadmy harueft {hall ceafe, for {o long
as women do ill they muft not thinke to be well fpoken
of, if you would be well reported of or kept like the Rofe
whenit hath loft the colour, then you thould fmell fweet
in the bud as the Rofe doth, or if you would betafted for
old wine you fhould be fweet at the firft like a pleafant
Grape, then thould you be cherifhed for your courtefie,
and comforted for your honefty, fo thouldyou be prefer~
uedlike the {weete Rofe, & efteemed of as pleafint wine,
but to what purpofe do I go about to inftruct youknow-
ing that fuch as counfell the deuill can neuer amend
him of his euill.

And {6 praying thofe which haue already made their
choyfe and feenc the troublesand felt the torments that
is with women, to take it merrily, and to efteemeof this
booke onely as the toyes of an idle head.

Nor I would not haue women murmer againft me for
that T haue not written more bitterly againft men, for it
is a very hard winter when one Woolfe eateth another,

and it is alfo an ill bird that defileth her owne neft,

and a moft vnkinde part it were for one
man to {peake ill of
another.
#
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T
ALL RIGHTE HONOV-
rable, Noble,and worthy Ladies,

Gentlewomen, and others, vertuoufly dif-
9/ed, of the Faminine Sexe.

Ight Honourable, andallothers
of our Sexe, vpon my repaire
to Londonthis latt Michaelmas
Terme ; being at fupper a-
mongft friends , where the
number of each fexe were e~
quall; As nothing is more v-

> {uall for table talke; there fell
out a difcourfe concerning women, fome defending,
others obieting againft our Sex: Vpon which occa-
fion, there happened a mentionof aPamphletentitu-
led The Arraignment of Women,which Iwasdefirous
to fee. The next day a Gentleman brought me the

Booke, which when [ had fuperficially runne ouer, T

found the difcourfe as far off from performing what

the Title promifed , as I found it fcandalous and
blafphemous : for where the Author pretended to
write againft lewd, idle,and vnconftant women, hee

doth moft impudently rage and rayle generally a-

gainft all the whole fexe of women. Wherevpon, I

in defence of our Sexe, began an anfwer to that

A thameful]




The Epiftle Dedicatory.
full Pamphlet. Inwhich,after] hadfpent fomefmall
time, word was brought mee that an Apologie for
women was already vndertaken, and ready for the
Prefle, by a Minifters daughter : Vpon this newes
1 flayed my pen, being as glad to be eafed of my en-
tended labour ; as I did expeét fome fitting perfor-
manceof what was vndertaken: Atlaft the Maidens
Booke was brought me, which when I had likewife
runne ouer, I did obferue, that whereas the Maide
doth many times excufe her tendernefle of yeares, I
found it to be true in the flendernefle of her anfwer,
for fhe vndertaking to defend women, doth rather
charge and condemne women, as in the enfuing dif-
courfe fhall appeare: So that wherasI expectedto be
cafed of what I began, I do now finde my felfe dou-
ble charged, as well to make reply to the one , as to
adde fupply to the other. ‘

In this my Apologie, Right Honourable, Right
Worthipfull, and all others of our Sexe, I doe in the
firft part of it plainely and refolutely deliver the
worthinefle and worth of women ; both in refpect of
their Creation, asin the worke of Redemption. Next
1 doe fhew in examples out of both the Teftaments,
what blefled and happy choyfe hath beene made of
women, as gratiousinftruments to deriue Gods blef-
fings and benefits to mankinde.

In my fecond part I doe deliuer of what eftimate
women haue beenvalued in all ancientand moderne
times, which I prooue by authorities, cuftomes, and
daily experiences. Laftly, I doe anfwer all materiall
obie@ionswhichhaue or can be alledged againft our
Sexe: in which alfol doe arraigne fuch kind of men,

which




The Epifile Dedicatory.
which correfpond the humor and difpofition of the
Author; lewd, idle, furious and beaftly difpofed per-
fons.

This being performed, T doubt not but fuch as
heretofore haue been fo forward and lauith againft
women, will hereafter pull in theirhornes, and haue
as little defire, and lefle caufe fo fcandaloufly and
flanderoufly to write againft vs then formerly they
haue.

The ends for which I vndertooke this enterprife,
are thefe. Firft, to fet out the glory of Almightie
God, in fo blefled 2 worke of his Creation. Second-
1y, to encourage all Noble, Honourable, and worthy
‘Women, to exprefic in their courfe of life and acti-
ons, that they are the fame Creatures which they
were defigned to be by their Creator, and by their
Redeemer : And to paralell thofe women, whofe
vertuous examples are collected briefly out of the
Olde and New Teftament. Laftly, I write for the
fhame and confufion of fuch as degeneratefrom wo-
man-hood, and difappoint the ends of Creation,
and Redemption.

There can be no greater encouragement to true
Nobility, then to know and ftand vpon the honour
of Nobility, nor any greater confufion and thame,
then for Nobility to difmount and abafe it felfe to
ignoble and degenerate courfes.

You are women ; in Creation, noble; in Redemp-
tion, gracious ; in vie moftblefled ; be not forgetfull
of your felues, nor vnthankefull to that Author from
whom you receiue all.

A3 To
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ALL VVORTHY AND HOPE-
full young youths of Great Brittaine;
But refpectiuely to the beft difpofed and

worthy Apprentifes of Lo N D 0.

Opefull and gallant youths of Great-
Brittaine, and this fo famous a Ci-
tie. There hath been lately publifbhed
a Pamphiet, entituled The Arraign-
ment of lewd, idle, froward and
inconflant women. This patched
and mifbapen hatch poteh, is fo dire-
Ged, that if Socrates did laugh but
once 1o fee an Affe eate Thifiles, he would [urely laugh twice ta
Jee an idle franticke direét bis mifbapen Labours to giddy bea~
Ued young men: Lc would Jay, as he did when the A[Jc did eate
Thiflles, like lips, like Lettice, /2  franticke writer dath aptly
chufe giddy fauorites.

The Author of the Arraignment, and my Jfelfe, in our la-
bours doe altogether difagrees he raileth without caufe, I de-
fond wpon direét profe : He Jaith, women are the worft of all
Creatures, I prome them bleffed aboue all Creatures : He wri-
teth, that men fhould abborre them for their bad conditions : I
proey that men fhould hanaur them for their beft difpofitians : he
Juith, women are the caufes of mens werthrow, I proue, if there
e any offence in @ woman, men were the beginners. Now, in
that it is farre more woman-like to maintaine a right, then it
is man-like to offer @ wrong, 1 conceived that I could not erve in
my choyfe, if 1 did direét a labour well intendedy to worthy,
young youths, which arewell difpofed.

When you haue pafl your minority,-or ferued your Apprentis-
[hips vnder the gouernment of athers, when you begin the world
for




To the Reader.

- foryour felues, the chigfeft thing you Ioske for is a good Wife.

The world is a large field, and it is full of brambles, bryers,
and weedes: If there be any more tormenting, more [ecratting, or
more poyfonable weede then other, the Author hath collected
them in his lothfome Pamphlet, and doth vtter them to his gid-
dy company.

Now my felfe prefuming vpon your worthy and honeft difpo-
Jfitions, I haue entred into the Garden of Paradice, and there
haue gathered the choyfef flowers which that Garden may af-
Soord, and thofe 1offer to you.

If you belicue our aduerfary, no woman is good, howfoeuer fhe
Be wfed: ifyou confider what I haue written, no woman is bad
extept fbe be abufed.

If you belieue him that women are fo bad Creatures, what a
dangerous and miferable life is marriage

If you examine my proofes to know direétly what women are,
you fball then finde there is no delight more exceeding then to b
Goyned in marriage with a Paraditian Creature. Who as fhee
commeth out of the Garden, fo fball you finde her a flower of de-
light, anfwerable to the Gountrey from whence fbe commeth.

There can be no loue betwixt man and wife, but where there
is a tefpeftive eftimate the one towards the other. How could
yott loie? nay, how would you loath fuch a monfler, to whom
Tofeph Swetnam poynteth ?

Whereas in view of what I haue deferibed, how can you but
regardfully laue with the vitermoft firaine of affection fo incom=
parable a lewell.

Some will perbaps fay, I am a woman and therefore write more
for women then they doe deferue : To whom I anfwere, if they
mifdoubt of what I [peake, let them impeach my credit in any one
particular: In that which I wrile, Eve was a gosd woman before
Jbe met with the Serpent, her daughters are good Virgins, if they
meet with good Tutors.

You my worthy youths are the hope of Man-hoode, the princi-
pall poynt of Man-hoode is to defend, and what more man-like
defence, then to defend the iuft reputation of a woman. I know
that you the Apprentifes of this Citie are as forward to main=

taine




To the Reader. "

taine the good, as you are vehement to put down the bad,

That which is worft I leaue to our aduerfary, but what is ex-
cellently beft, that I commend to you : dse you finde the goldy I doe .
bere deliuer you the lewell, a rich flacke fo begin the world with-
ally if'you be good bufbands to e it for your beft aduantage.

Let not the title of this Booke in fome poyut diftafle you, in
that men are arraigned, for you are quit by Non-age. . None are
here arraignedy but fuch olde fornicators as came with full mouth
and open cry to lefus, and brought a woman to bim taken in
adultery, who when our Sauiour floopt downe and wrate on the
ground, they all fled away. Tofeph Swetnam faith, A man
may finde Pearles in duft, Pag. 47. But if they who fled bad

Jeene any Pearles, they would rather baue flayed to haue bad
Share, then to flye and to leaue the woman alone, they found fome
fawle reckoning againft themfelves in our Savisurs writing, as
they fball doe who are heare arraigned. And if they date doe
like, as our Sauiour bad the womans accufers, He that is with-
out finne throw the firlt ftone at her ; /o let them raile g
gainft women, who neuer tempted any woman to be bad ¢ Yet this
is an bard cafe. If a man raile againt a woman , and know n
lewdnglfi by any, he fball proue bhinfelfe a compound fosle.  If he
rayle at women, who in_his cwne experienced tryall had made
many bad, ke fball foew, bimfelfe a decompounded K. I do not
meane Knight : The beft way is, he that knoweth none bad,, e
him [peake well of all : he who bath made more bad then he euer
intended to_make goody let him bold bis peace leaft hee fhame
bimfelfe. Farewell,

Efter Sowrenam,
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ANSVVERE TO

‘THE: EIRST:CHAPTER OF
THE

Arraignment of Women.

Cuarp. L

F the Author of this Arraign-
ment had performed his dif-
courfeeither anfwerable to the

4 Title, or the Arguments of
the Chapters; hee had beene
{o farre off from being anfwe-
red by me, that I fhould haue
commended fo good a labour, which is imployed to
giue vice iuft reproofe, and vertuehonourablereport.
But at the very firft entrance of his difcourfe, in the
very firft page,he difcouereth himfelfe neither tohaue
truth in his promife, nor religious performance. If
in this anfwere I doe vic more vehement fpeeches
then may feeme to correfpond the naturall difpofiti-
on of a Woman ; yet all iudicious Readers thall con-~
fefle that I vfe more mildneffe then the caufe I haue
in hand prouoketh me vnto.

I am not onely prouoked by this Authour to de-
fend women, but Jam more violently vrged to defend
divine Maieftie, in the worke of his Creation. In

B which
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Sut. Math.

Lter hath hang’d Haman.
Eifl- adCipric- which refpect I fay with Saint Jerome, Meam. iniuriam
i, - S A

? 1f adeum ferrenon potus.
For as Saint Chrifoftome faith, iniurias Dei diffimulare
impium eff.

If cither Tulian the Apoftata,or Lucian the Atheift
fhould vndertake the like worke, could the owne de-
uife to write more blafphemoufly, or the other to-
{coffe and flout at the diuine Creation of Woman,
more prophanely then this irreligious Author doth?

Homer doth report in his Illiads, that there was at
the fiege of Troy,a Grecian,called Therjites,whofe wit
was fo blockifh, he was not worthy to fpeake: yet his
difpofition was fo precipitate, hee could not hold his
tongue. Tofeph Swetnamin allrecordof Hiftories can-~
not be fo likely paraleldas with this 7 ber/ites. What
his compofition of body is I know not, but for his di-
{pofition otherwife, in this Pamphlet I know, he isas
monftrous as the worke is mifhapen, which fhall
plainely appeare in the examination of the firft page
onely.

The Argument of the firft Chapter is , 20 fhew fo
what vfe: Women were made ; it alfo fheweth, That
moft of them degenerate from the vfe they were framed
onto, &c.

Now, to fhew to what vfe women was made, hee
beginneth thus. Az the firft beginning a Woman was
made to bee an belper to Man - And fo they are in-
deed, for they belpe to confume and fpend, &c. This
is all thevfe,and all the end which the Authour fet-
tethdowne in all hisdifcourfe for the creation of wo-
man. Marke a ridiculous ieaft in this: Spendingand
confumingof thatwhich Man painfully getteth, is}l:y

3 this
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this Authour the vfe for which Women were made,
And yet (faith he in the Argument) mof of them
degenerate from the vfe they were framed vnto. 'Wo-
man was made to fpend and confume at the firft :
But women doe degerate from this v, Ergo, Mi-
daffe doth contradict himfelfe. Befide this egregious
folly, he runneth into horrible blafphemy. VVas the
end of Gods creation in VVoman to fpend and con-
fume? Is belper to be takenin that fence, to helpe to
Jpend 2 &e. Is {pending and confuming, befping 2

He runneth on, and faith, They were made of a Rib,
and that their frowardand crooked nature dothdeclare,

 for a Rib is @ crooked thing, 8.

V'Voman was made ofacrookedrib, fofheiscroo-
ked of conditions. fofeph Swetnam was made as from
Adam of clayand duft, {o he is of a durty and muddy
difpofition : The inferences are both alike in either;
woman is nomorecrooked, in refpect of theone ; but
he is blafphemous in refpect of the other. Did Wo=
man receiue her foule and difpofition from the rib ;
Or as it is {aid in Genefis, God did breath in them the

Jpirit of life 2 Admit that this Authors doétrine bee
true, that woman receiueth herfroward and crooked
difpofition from the rib, Woman may then conclude
vpon that Axiome in Philofopy, Quicquid ¢fiicit ta-
le, llud eft magis tale, That which giueth quality to a
thing, dothmoreabound in thatquality;as fire whic

heateth, is it felfe more hot : The Sunne which gi-
ueth light, is of it felfe more light : So, if Woman
receaued her crookednefle from the rib, and confe-
quently from the Man , how doth man excell in
crookedneffe, who hath more of thofe crooked ribs?

B2 Sec

To take a van!
tage vpon adil-
aduantage.




Efter hath hang’d Hamari.
See how this vaine, furious, and idle Authour furni-
fheth woman with an Argument againft himfelfe,
and others of his Sexe.

The Authour hauing defperately begunne, doth
more rathly and impudently runne on in blafphemy,
which he doth evidently thew in the inference vpon
his former {peeches : And therefore (faith he) Euer

Jince they bave beene a woe wnto Man, and follow
the liue of the firf} leader. Now let the ChriftianRea-
der pleafe to confider how difhoneftly this Authour
dealeth, who vndertaking a particular , profecuteth
and perfecuteth a generall, vnder the cloake and co~
lour of lewd, idle, and froward women, to rage and
raile againt all women in generall.

Now, having examined what collections Iofeph
Swetnam had wrefted out of Scriptures, to hithonor
and abufeall women: I am refolued, before [anfwere
further particulars made by him againft our fexe, to
collect and noteoutof Scriptures; Firft, whatincom-
parable and moft excellent prerogatiues God hath
beftowed vpon women, in honour of them, and their
Creation: Secondly, what choyfe God hath made of
women, in vfing them as inftruments to worke his
moft gracious and glorious defignes, for the generall
benefit of man-kind, bothduring the law of Nature,
and of Moyfes: Thirdly, what excellent and diuine
graces haue beene beftowed vpon our Sexe, in the
law of Grace,and the worke of Redemption: With
a conclufion, that to manifeft the worthineffe of wo-
men, they haue beene chofento performeand publith
themoft happyand joyfull benefits which euer came
to man-kinde.

Cuar.
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CuarpTer IL

What incomparable and excellent prerogatiues God
hbath befowed vpon Women, in their firft
Creation.

N this enfuing Chapter I deter-
) minebrieflytoobferue(notcuriouf-

lytodifcourfeat large) the finguler
benefits and graces beftowed vpon
{7 Women: In regard of which, it is
Sfirft to bee confidered ; That the
“ Almighty God inthe worlds frame
in his Dinine wifedome defigned to himfelfe a maine
end to which he ordayned all the workes ofhis Cre-
ation,in whichhee beingamoftexcellent worke-ma-
fter, did fo Create his workes, that euery fucceedin g
worke was euer more excellent then what was for-
merly Created : hee wrought by degrees, prouiding
in all for that which was and fhould be the end.

It appeareth by that Soueraignty which God gaue
to Adam ouer all the Creatures of Sea and Land, that
man was the end of Gods creation , wherevpon it
doth neceffarily, without all exception follow , that
Adam, being the laft worke, is therefore the moft
excellent worke of creation : yet 4dam was not fo
abfolutely perfect, but that in the fight of God, he
wanted an Helper: Wherevpon God created the wo-
man his laft worke, as to fupply and make abfolute
that imperfect building which’ was vnperfected in
man, as all Diuinesdohold, till the happy creation of

B3 the
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worke,

Created vpon
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iedt.

A belter coun-
frey.
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worldlings,
Women paras
dicians,

iter hath hang'd Ylaman.

the woman. Now of what eftimate that Creature is
andought to be, which is the laft worke, vpon whom
the Almighty fet vp his laft ret : whom he made to
adde perteétion to the end of all creation, I leaue
rather to be acknowledged by others, then refolued
by my felfe.

Itis furthermore to be confidered , as the Maide,
in ber Mufféll for Melaflomus hath obferued : that God
intended to honour woman in a more excellent de-
gree, inthathe created her out of a fubiect refined, gs°
cut of a Quintiffence : For the ribbe is in Subftance
more folid, in place as moft neare, {oin eftimate moft
deare, to mans heart, which doth prefage that as the
was made for an helper, fo to be an helper to ftay, to
fettle all ioy, all contents, all delights, to andin man’s
heart, as hereafter fhall be fhewed.

ThAtdclight,{olace,undplea(ure,which fhallcome
to man by woman, is prognofticated by that place
wherein woman was created : for the was framed in
Paradice, a place of all delight and pleafure, euery
element hath his creatures, every creature doth cor=
refponde the temper and the inclination of that ele-
ment wherein it hath and tooke his firft and princi=
pallgfé;or being. So that woman neither can or may
degencrate in her difpofition from that naturall in-
clination of the place, in which the was firft framed,
fheisa I’Arzdician,thatis,adclightfull creature,borne
in {o delightfull a country.

When woman was created, Godbrought hervnto
Adam, and then did folempnife that moft aufpicious
Marriage betwixt them, with the greateft Maicftie,
and magnificence that heauen, or earthmight aﬂ'ord‘i.
Go
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Godwasthe Father, which gaueforichaiewell: God
was the Prieft which tied o infeperable a knot. God }f.oman'smr
was the Steward which prouided all thepleafures,all
the dainties , all the bleflings, which hisdeuine wif-
dome might affoord, in fo delightfull a place.

The woman was married to ddam, as with a
moft fure and infeparable band, fo with a moft affe-
&ionate and dutifull loue : Adam was enioyned to
receaue his wife, as is noted in the Bible printed

1595.
5%‘5hcre is no loue (alwayes excepting thetranfcen-
dingloue) which is fo highly honoured, {o gracioufly
rewarded, fo ftraightly commanded, or which being
broken, is {o feuerely punifhed, as the loue and duty
which Children owe to their Parents: Yet this loue
albeit neuer fo refpetiue, is difpenfed withall in re-
{pect of that loue which a man is bound to beare to
hiswife: For thiscaufe,(aith Adam,(asfrom the mouth
of God) fhall a man leaue Father and Mother, and
cleaue onely to bis Wife. The word cleaue is vttered
in the Hebrew witha more fignificantemphafie, then
any other Language may exprefle; fucha cleauing
andioyning together, whichadmittethno feperation.
t may be neceflarily obferued, that that gift of the
woman was moft fingularly excellent, which was to
bee accepted and entertained with fo ineftimable a
loue, and made infeparable by giuing and taking the The Wedding
Ring of Loue, which fhould be endlefie. G
Now, the woman taking view of the Garden, thec
was affaulted with a Serpent of the mafculine gen-
der 3 who malicioufly enuying the happinefle in
which man was at this time, like a mifchieuous
Politician,
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o,y Politician, hee practifed by fupplanting of the wo-
" man,to turne him out ofali: For which end he moft
craftily and cunningly attempted the woman ; and
telleth her, that therefore they were forbidden to
eate of the fruit which grew in the middeft of the
Garden, that in eating, they fhould not be like vnto
God : Wherevpon the woman accepted, tafted, and
gaue to her Husband. In accepting the Serpents of-
fer, there was no finne ; for there was no finne till
the fruitwas eaten : Now,albeit I have vndertaken
the defence of women,and mayin that refpe& be fa-
uoured, in takingall aduantages I may, to defend my
fexe.

There are many pregnant places in the Scripture
which might be alleaged to extenuate the fin of the
‘Woman, in refpe& of the finne of Adam : it is faid
Lcclefiaft. 2 5. Sinnebad bisbeginning in woman, Ergo,
his fulnefle in man.

Chap. 5. Saint Paul/faith, Rom. 5. By one mans finne death

came into the world, without mention of the woman.

Chap. 9. The fame Saint Paul writeth to the Corinthians, to

whomhe affirmeth, that all diein Adam, in which the

) fulneffe and effects of finne are charged vpon Adam

alone, not but that woman had her part in the Tra-
gedy, butnotin fo high a degree as the man.

Adan his of- When A4dam had eaten, and finne was now in ful-
fences vpon 5 :
his fall. neffe, hee beginneth to multiply finne upon finne 1

firft he flicth from the fight of God ; next, being cal-
led to account, he excufeth his finne ; and doth ex-
poftulate (as it were) with Almightie God, and tel-
lethhim, That womanwhichthou gaueft mee, gaue me,
and I did eate : As who fhould fay, if thou hadit not

giuen

%
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giuen the caufe, T had not beene guilty of the effect;
making (heerein) God the Authour of his fall.

Now what is become of that loue, which Adam fyims 1o
was bound to beare towardshis wife ? He chargeth drensinthefe
her with all theburden ; fohe may difcharge himfelfe “*™*
he careth little how hee clog her.

God hauing examined the offendors, and haue-
ing heard thevttermoft they could alledge for them-
felues, he pronounceth fentenceof death vpon them,
as a punifhment in iuftice due and deferued. Tuftice ‘{l\d_ﬂlm PT"L
he adminiftred to 4dam: Albeit the woman doth {ygice
tafte of iuftice, yet mercy is referued for her;, and of §
all the workes of mercy which mankinde may hope Woman,
for, the greateft, the moft blefled, and the moft 1oy full Ey_luﬁice,
is promifed to woman. {:’;‘i‘ii;‘cy

Woman fupplanted by tafting of fruit, the is
punithed in bringing forth her owne fruit. Yet what
by fruit fhe loft, by fruit {he fhall recouer.

What more gratious a gift could the Almightie The incom-
promife to woman, then to bring forth the fruit fentions of
in which all nations fhall be bleffed ? {o that as wo- Womens wits.
man was a meanes to loofe Paradice, the is by this,
made a meanes to recouer Heauen. 4dam could not
vpbraid her for {o greata lofle, but he was to honour
her morefor a greater recouery : all the punithments
infli&ed vpon women, are encountred with moft
gratious bleflings & benefits; fhe hath not fo great
caufe of dolour in one refpec, as fhee hath infinite
caufe of ioy in another. Sheis commanded to obey
her hufband ; the caufe is, the more to encreafe her
glorie. Obedience is better then Sacrifice : for no- | gum, 12.

thing is more acceptable before God then to obey :
‘ C

women
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womenaremuch bound to God, to haue {o accepta~
ble a vertue enioyned them for their pennance.

Amongft the curfes and punithments heaped up-
on the Serpent, what greater ioy could fhe heare, or
what greater honour could be done vnto her, then ta
heare from the voyce of God thefe words; Twill put:
enmitie betwixt the woman and thee, betwixt thy feede
and ber feedz,and that her feed {hould breakethe Ser-
pents head? This muft perfarce be an exceeding ioy.
for the woman, to heare and to be affured that her
fruit fhould reuenge her wrong.

After the fall, and after they were all arraigned
and cenfured, and that now Adam faw his wiues
dowrie,and what bleflings God bath beftowed vpon

Womans name her, hee being now a bondflaue to death and hell,

anfwerable to
‘her nature.

ftroke dead in regard of himfelfe, yet hee comforts
himfelfe, he taketh heart from grace, he engageth
his hope vpon that promife which was made to the
woman. Out of this moft comfortable and blefled
hope hee now calleth his wife bya name, in whofe ef-
fectsnot onely he, butall mankinde fhould moftblef-
fedly fhare: heecalleth her Exe, which is, themother
of theliuing: whichis futableas well in refpect of the
promife made to her and her feede, as in refpe of
thofe imployments for which in her creation the and
all women are defigned, to be helpers, comforters,
Toyes, and delights, and in true vfe and gouernment
they euer haue beene and euer will be, as hereafter
fhail be fhewed, maugre the thamefull, blafphemous
and prophane fpeach of Tpféph Swetnam, page 31. be-

gining line 15. as followeth,
1f God kad not made them onely to be a plague toa
mar,
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man; hee would neuer haue called them neceffary euils.

Out of what Scripture, out of what record, can
hee proue thefe impious and impudent fpeeches ?
They are only faigned and framed out of his owne
idle, giddie, furious, and franticke imaginations. If
he had cited Euripides for his Author, hee had had
fome colour, for that prophane Poet in Medea, vieth
thefe {peeches, Quod /i Deorum aliguis mulierem for-
mauit, opsficem Je malorum ftiat, maximum hominibus
inimicum. Ifany of the Gods framed woman, let him
know he was the worker of that which is naught,and
what is moft hurtfull to men. Thus aPagan writeth
prophanely, but for a Chriftian to fay, that God cal-
leth women nece/fary euils , is moft intolerable and
fhamefull to be written and publifhed.

Cuar. IIL

What choife God hath made of women to be inftru=
ments to deriue his benefits to Mankinde.

Brabam being in danger , Was Geret. 20,
blefled and preferued in refpect
of Sara. ;

Rebecea by Gods prouidence
wasthe mcar);s to brigg theblof: °*" 2"
fing of Jfaac to fall vpon Jacob.

The Agyptian Mid-wiues Exod- 1-
were a meanes to preferue the
male children of the Jraelites from the murther en-
tended by Pharao,

C 2 Mofes
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Exod. 2.
lofua 2. 6.

Tudges 4.

Tudges 9.

1 Kings 19.
1 Kings 15.
2 Kings 20.
$ Kings 17.
4 Kings 4.

4Kings 1.
Tudith.

Hefter.

Sufanna,

Efter hath hang’d Haman.

Mofes was preferued by the daughter of Pharas. -

The Meflengers fent by Duke Jofuah to view the
Land of Promife, were harboured and freed from
danger by a woman.

When the Children of Ifraell had beene twentic
yeresopprefled by JabinKing of Canaan, Debboraand
Tabell, two women ; the one wonne the battell , the
other flew the Generall.

When Abimilech had murthered feauenty of his
Brethren, he was punithed and {laine by a woman at
the fiege of Thebes.

Micholl aduentured the hazard of her Fathers dif-
pleafure to preferue her Husband Dauid.

Absgail by incomparable wifedome with-held De-
uid from fhedding of innocent bloud. :

The Citie of Abdela being in danger, was prefer-
ued by a wife woman of that Citie.

In the great famine of Samaria, the widow of Sz-
repta was chofen to preferue E/ias, and Elias to pre-
ferue her.

Thelike prouifiondid the woman,aSunamite,make
for Elizeus, and Elizeus for the woman. %

When the bloud-Royall of Judzh had beene all
murthered, Joas afterwards King, was preferued by a
‘woman.

‘What was that noble aduenture {o blefledly per-
formed by Tudith, in cutting off the head of Holofer-
nes?

With what wifedome did Queene Hefler preferte
her people, and caufed their enemies to be hanged?

What a chaft mirrour was Su/anna, whorather ha-
zarded her life, then offend againft God ?

Neuer
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Neuerwas greater magnanimity fhewed by a wo-2 Mach. 7,
| man,then bythat Mother which faw her feauen chil-
1 dren tormented moft cruelly, yet fhe encouraged
i them to the death.

Cuap, IIIL

What excellent bleffings and graces baue beene be-
Sowed vpon women in the Lawe of
Grace.

HE firft which commeth in this
place to be mentioned, is that
blefled mother and mirrour of
al woman-hood,the Virgin Ma-
rie , who was magnified in the
birth of Iefus, glorified by An-

B2~  gels,chofen bythe Almighty to
beare in her wombe the Sauiour of mankinde.

With whatafaithfull falutationdid E/izabeth,Saint Luke 1.
Tobn Baptift Mother, entertaine the Virginvpon her
repaire vato her?

Anna the old Prophetefle did miraculoufly de- Luke 2,
monftrate our Sauiour.

The woman which had the iffue of bloud ; the Math.9.15.
woman of Canaan, Iob. 4. The Samaritan woman.
Martha,the 11.0f Iobn: all thefe and fundry others
are faued, healed, and haue their finnes forgiuen, in
refpeé of their true and lively faith.

« What faith? what zeale? what deuotion did

C3 Marie
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Luke 7.

Luke 8.

Luke 2. 2.

Luke 2. 3.

Ltter hath hang’d Haman.
Marie Magdelen thew toward Tefus, in proftrating:
her felfe at the feete of Iefus, annoynting them with
pretious oyntment, wathing them with teares, and
drying them with the haire of her head ?

With what bountie and deuotion did the Maryes,
the wifeof Herods fteward, did Toanna, withother wo-
men contribute of their goods to Iefus ?

How charitable was that poore widdow, whofe
two Mites our Sauiour valued at a greater eftimate,
then any gift of any other whatfocuer ?

In all dangers; troubles, and extremities, which
fell to our Sauiour, when all men fled from him, Ii-
uing or dead, women neuer forfooke him.

I'thould be ouer-tedious torepeate cuery example
of moftzealous, faithfull, and deuout women, which
I might in the new Teftament, whofe faith and de-
uotion was confented by our Sauiour to be without
compare.

I will conclude for women that they haue beene
chofen both to fet out Gods glory, and for the be-
nefitof all mankinde; in more glorious and gratious
imployments then men haue beene.

The firft promife of a Meffias to come was made
toa woman: the birth and bearing of that promifed
Meflias was performed by a woman.

The triumphant refurretion with the conqueft
ouer death and hell, was firft publifhed and proclay-
med by a woman. i

I might herevntoadde thofe wiues, widdowes, and
virgins, who flourithed in the primatiue’ Church,
and all fucceeding ages fithence, who in all vertues
haue excelled, and honoured both their fexe in gene-

rall,
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rall,and themfelues in particular, who in their mar-
. tyrdomes, in their confeffion of Iefus,and in all Chri-
{tian, and deuine vertues, haug in no refpect beene
. inferiour vnto men,

he fummon
-~ of won s
and out of the Old and New Teftaments, Dleffing

1 haue obferued in proofe of the worthinefle of our g7
Sexe : Firft, that woman was the laft worke of Cre- .
ation, T dare not fay the heft : She was created out
of the chofen and beft refined fubftance : She was
created in a more worthy country: She was married
by amoft holy Prieft : She was giuen by a moft gra-
* tious Father : Her hufband was enioyned to a moft

infeperable and affectionate carc ouer her : The firft
promife of falutation was madeto a woman: Thereis
infeperable hatred and enmitie put betwixt the wo-
man and the Serpent: Her firlt name, Eua, doth
prefage the nature and difpofition of all women, not
onely in refpect of their bearing, but further, for the
life and delight of heart and foule to all mankinde,

1 haue further thewed the moft gratious, blefled,
and rareft benefits, in all refpeéts, beftowed vpon
women; all plainely and direétly out of Scriptures.

All which doth demonftrate the blafphemous im-
pudencie of the authour of the Arrajgnement, who
would or durft write fo bafely and (hamefully, in fa
generall a manner, againt our {o worthy and hono~
red a fexe,

i

| THus out of the fecond and third Chapters of Ge- 1
nefisy

To
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To the courteous and friendly
READER.

Entle READER, in my firft Part
1 baue (what I might) firictly
obferued a religious regard, not
toentermingleanything nfitting
the grauitie of fo refpective an
Argument.

: Nowthat I am come to this [é-
cond Part, I amdeterminedto folacemy felfewitha little
libertic : What aduantages I did forbeare to take in the

Jormer, I meane to make vfe of in this fecond. Tofeph
Swetnam bath beene long vnanfwered , which had
beene performed fooner,if I badbeard of bis Book before
thislaft Terme: Or if the reportof the 'Maidensanfwere
bad not ftayedme. 1 baue notfo amply and abfolutely dif-
chargedmy felfeinthis Apologie as Iwould baue done, i
either my leifuure hadbeene fuch , as I could baewifbed,
or the time more fauourable, that I might baue flayed.
What my repaire intothe Countreyenforceth meto leaue
rather begunne then fintfbed; Imeane(by Gods grace) to
make perfect the next Terme: Inthemeane time (gentle
REeADER) I bid thee kinldly farewell.

Efter Sowrenam.
Cuar.




Cuae INIIL

At what eftimate Women were valued in ancient
and former times.

B@] Lato in his Bookes de Legibus,
) eftimateth of Women, which
doe equall Men in all refpects,
> onely in bodie they are wea-

ker, butin wit and difpofition
) of minde nothing inferiour, if
= not fuperiour. Wherevpon he
doth in his {o abfolute a Common-wealth, admit
them to gouernment of Kingdomes and Common-
weales, if they be either borne therevnto by Nature,
or feated in gouernment by Eleion.

It is apparent, that in the prime of antiquity, wo-
men were valued at higheft eftimate, in that all thofe
moft ineftimable and incomparable benefites which
might either honour or preferue Mankinde, are all
generally attributed to the inuention of women , as
may appeare in thefe few examples following.

Whenmeunt & tuunm, Mineand Thine, when right
and wrong were decided by warres, and their wea-
pons then were the furniture of Nature, as Fifts,
Teeth, Stones, Stakes, or what came next to hand :
A Ladicof anheroicall difpofition, called Be//sna, did
firft inuenta more man-like andhonourable weapon

for
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The incompa-
rable inuenti-
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for warre, whichwas the fword, with other Armour
correfpondent, for which fhe was at firft (and fo e~
uer fince  honoured, as the Goddeffe of warre.

‘When atthe firft the fineft Manchet and beft bread
in vfe was of Acorns, by the fingular and practicall
wit of a Lady called Ceres, the fowing of Corne, and
Tillage was inuented.

The inuention of the feauen liberall Sciences , of
all Arts, of all Learning, hath beene generally with
one confent afcribed to the inuention of Iupiters
daughters, the nine mufes, whofe Mother was a roy-
all Ladie Manemofum.

Carmentis a Ladie, firft inuented Letters, and the
vfe of them by reading and writing.

The royall and moft delightfull exercife of Hun=
ting was fir(t found out and practifed by Diana, who
thervpon is celebrated for the Goddefle of Hunting.

The three Graces, whichaddeadecorum,and yeeld
fauour to Perfons, Actions, and Speaches, are three
Ladies, Aglaia, Thalia, and Eupbrofune.

Theheroicallexercifes of Olimpus, were firft found
and put in pra@ife by Palg/fraa woman.

The whole world being diuided into three partsin
more ancient times, euery diuifion to this day kee-
peth the name in honour of a woman.

The feeminine Sexe is exceedingly honoured by
Poets in their writings: Theyhaue Godsas well for
good things, as for bad 5 but they haue no women-
Goddefles, but in things which are efpecially good.
They haue Bacchusfor a drunken God, but no drun-
kenGoddeffe. They haue Priapustheluftfull God of
Gardens, but no garden-Goddefles, except of late in

the
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the garden-Allies. They will obiect here vnto mee
Venus, the indeed is the Goddefle of Loue, but it is
her blinde Sonne which is the God of Lutft ; poore
Ladie, fhe hath but her ioynture in the Mannor of
Loue, Cupidis Lord of all the reft, hee hath the roy-
alty ; the may not ftrikea Deare, butthe muftimploy
her Sonne that fawcie Boy.

For Pride, they held it {o farre from women, that
they found out Nemefis or Rbamnufia, to punifh and
reuenge pride, but none to infe€t with pride.

They haue Pluto the God of Hell, but no proper
Goddes of hell; but Proférpina, whom Plutoforcibly
tooke from Mount A¢na, and carried her away, and
made her Queene of Hell; yet fhe doth not remaine
in Hell but one halfe of the yeare, by a decree from
Tupiter.

If I'fhould recite and fetdowne all the honourable
records and Monuments for and of women, I might
write more Bookes then I haue yet written lines. I
will leaue and paffe ouer the famous teftimonies of
forreine Kingdomes and Common-wealths , in ho-
nour of our Sexe: and I will onely mention fome
few examples of our owne Countrey and King-
dome, which haue been incomparably benefited and
honoured by women.

Amongfttheolde Britaines, our firft Anceftors, the
valiant Boadicea, that defended the liberty of her
Countrey, againft the ftrength of the Romans, when
theywereat the greateft,and made them feele thata
woman could conquer them who had conquered
almoft all the men of the then known world.

The deuout /elen, who befides that, the was the

D2 mother
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Mother of that religious and great Conflantine, who
! firft feated Chriftian Religion in the Emperiall
| throne, & in that refpect may be ftiled the motherof
| Religion, is ftill more honoured for her fingular pie-=
t eand charitie towards him and his members, who
dyed for vs upon the Croffe, then for her care and 1
induftry in finding out the wood of that Croffe on *
which he dyed.
i In the time of the Dares, chafte Zmma, whofe in-
i nocency carried her naked feete ouer the fire-hot
Plow fhares vnfelt ; with the Saxons Queene Elfgiue
¢ the holy widdow, and the Kings daughter Edizh a
i Virgin Saint, both greater Conquerers then Alexan-
b der the great, that men {o much boaft of, who could
not conquere himfelfe.

Since the Normans, the heroicall vertues of Elenor
wife to Edwardthe firft, who when her Hufband in
the Holy Land was wounded with a payfoned Ar-
row, of which ther was no hope of recouery from the
Chyrargions, the fuckt the poyfon into her own bo-
die to free him:: together, curing thatmortall wound,
and making her owne fame immortall : fo that I

) thinke this one act of hers may equall all the acts that
her great Husband did in thofe warres befides.

Philip, wife to Edward the third, no lefle to beho-
noured for being the Mother of fo many braue chil-
dren, then of fo many good deeds; which worthily
got het the title of good.

Margaret the wife, wife to Henrse the fixt, who if
her Husbands fortune, valour , and forefight, had
beene anfwerable to hers, had left the Crowne of
England to their owne Sonne, and not to a {tranger.

The
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Theother Margaretof Richmond,motherto Henrie
the feuenth, from whofe brefts he may feeme to haue
deriued as well his vertues as his life, in refpect of her
heroicall pradence and pietie ; whereof, befides o-
ther Monuments, both the Vninerfities are ftill wit-
nefles.

Befidesthis, it was by theblefled meanes of E/iza-
beth, wifeto Henrie the feuenth, that the bloudy wars
betwixt the houfes of Yorke and Lancafter were en-
ded, and the red Rofe and the white vnited, &c.

It was by the meanes of the moft renowned
Queene (the happy Mother of our dread Soue-
raigne) that the two Kingdomes onee mortall foes,
are now fo blefledly conioyned.

And that [ may name no more (fince in one one=
ly were comprized all the qualities and endowments
that could make a perfon eminent) E/zzabeth ourlate
Soueraigne, not onely the glory of our Sexe, but a
patterne for the beft men to imitate, of whom I will
fay no more, but that while the liued, the was the
mirrour of the world, fo then knowne to be, and fo
{till remembred, and euer will be.

Daily experience, and.the common courfe of Na-
ture, doth tell vs that women were by men in thofe
timeshighlyvalued, and in worth by men themfclues
preferred, and held better then themfelues,

I willnot fay that women are better then men, but
1 will fay, men are not fo wife as I would with them
to be, to wooe vs in fuch fathion as they do, except
they fhould hold and account of vs as their betters.

What trauaile ? what charge ? what ftudic ? doe
not men vndertake to gaine aur good-will, loug, and )}

D3 liking ?
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liking ? what vehement fuitsdoe they make vnto vs?
with what folemne vowes and proteftations do they
folicite vs? they write, they fpeake, they fend, tomake
knowne whatentire affection theybeare vntous, that
they are fo deepely engaged in loue, except we doe
compaffion them with our loue and fauour, they are
men vtterly caft away. One he will ftarue himfelfe,
another will hang, another drowne, another ftab,
another willexile himfelfe from kinred and country,
except they may obtaineourloues : What? will they
fay that we are bafer then themfelues ? then they
wrong themfelues exeedingly, to prefer fuch vehe=
ment fuits to creatures inferiour to themfelues : Su-
tors doe euer in their fuites confefife a more worthi-

Suite is alwaies nefle in the perfons to whom they fue. Thefe kind of

fuits are from Nature, which cannot deceiue them =
Nature doth tell them what women are, and cuftom
doth approue what nature doth direct. Ariflotlefaith,
Oummia appetunt bonum, euery thing by nature doth
feckeafter that which isgood. Nature then doth cary
men with violence, to feeke and fue after women:
They will anfwere, and feeke to elude this Maxime
witha dittin&tion, that bonum is duplex, aut verum,
aut apparens, that goodnefle or the thing which is
good, is either truely good, or but apparantly good;
fo they may fay, women are but apparantly good.
But the heathen Orator and the deuine philofopher
to, affirme, if we follow the true direction of nature
we fhall'neuer be deceiued. Nature in her vehement
motions is not deceiued with apparant fhewes. Itis
naturall, they will fay, for the Male to follow the Fe-
male; {o it is as naturall, for the Female to be better

then
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then the Male, as appeareth to be truein obferuation
of Hawkes:: the Spar-hawkeis of more eftceme then
the Mufket; the Gothawke more excellent then the
Terfell;foin Falcons,the femalesdoeexcell: Thelike
men are boundto acknowledge women; therather in
refpec of their owne credit and honour. To what
obfequious duty and feruice doe men binde them-
felues, to obtaine a fauour from their deuoted Mi-
ftreffe, which if he mayobtaine he thinketh himfelfe
to be much honoured, & puts in place of moft noted
view, that the world may take note : He weareth in

23

his hat,or on hisbreft, or vpon his arme, the Gloue, Womans fa-
the Scarfe, or Ring of his Miftrifie: If thefe were not /21" ¢t

relickes from Saintly creatures, men would not facri-
fice fo much deuotion vnto them.

Amongft diuers caufes which proceede from na-
ture and cuftome, why men are fo earneft Sutors to
women, I haue obferued one, which by pradife is
daily confefled. Plato fayth, that Honeftic is of that
worthinefle, that men are greatly enflamed with the
loue of it ; and as they doe admire it, fo they ftudie
how to obtaine it: it is apparant, yong men which
arevnmarried,and called batchelers, theymayhaue a

ed as relicks.

difpofition, or may ferue an apprentifhip to honefty, yonetie

but they are neuer free-men, nor euer called honeft comes }
riag

men, till they be married : for that is the portion mans dovvric.

which they get by their wiues. When they are once
married, they are forthwith placed in the ranke of
honeft men; If queftion beafked, whatis fucha man?
it is prefently refolued, he is an honeft man: And the
reafon prefently added, for hee hath a wife; fhee is
the fure figne and feale of honeftie, It is vfuall

among(t

by mar-
the wo-




|
|
!
|

Efter hath hang’d Hamas.

amongft old and graue fathers, if they haue a fonne
giuen to fpending and companie-keeping, who is of
a wild and riotousdifpofition; fuch a father {hall pre-
fently be counfelled, helpe your fonne to 2 good
wife, marry him, marry him, that is the onely way
to bring him to good order, to tame him, to bring
him to be an honeft man: The auncient fathers doe
herein acknowledge a greater worthineffe in womert
then in men ; the hope which they haue of an vnto-
wardly fonne, to reclaime him, is all engaged vpon
the woman.

In no one thing, men doe acknowledge a more
excellent perfection in women then in the eftimate
of the offences which a woman doth commit : the
worthinefle of the perfon doth make the finne more
markeable. What an hatefull thing is it to fee a wo-
e man ouercome with drinke, when as in men it is
noted for a figne of goodfellowfhip? and whofoeuer
doth obferue it, for one woman which doth make a
cuftome of drunkennefle, you fhall finde an hun-
dred men : it is abhorred in women, and therefore
they auoyd it : it is laughed at and made but as ajeft
amongft men,and therefore {o many doe pradife it:
Likewifeif amanabufea Maide& get her withchild,
no matter is made of it, but as a trick of youth; but
it is made fo hainous an offence in the maide, that
{he is difparaged and vterly vndone by it. So in all
offences thofe which men commit, are made light
and as nothing, flighted over; but thofe which wo-
men doe commit, thofe are made gricuous and
thamefull,andnot without iuftcaufe: for where God
hath put hatred betwixt the womanand the ferpent,

it
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itisa foule fhame in a woman to carry fauour with
the deuill; to ftayne her womanhoode with any of
his damnable qualities; that the will fhake hands
where God hath planted hate.

Iofeph Swetnam in his Pamphlet aggrauateth the
offences of women in the higheft degree, not onely
exceeding, but drawing men into all mifcheife. If I
do grant, that women degenerating from the true
end of womanhood, prooue the greateft offenders,
yet in granting that, I doe thereby proue that wo-
men intheircreationare themoftexcellentcreatures:
for corruption, boni pefsima, the beft thing corrupted
proueth the worft, as for example , the moft glori-
ous creature in heaven is by his fall the moft dam-
ned deuill inhell: allthe Elementsin their puritic are
moft pretious, in their infection and abufe moft dan-
gerous: fo thelike in women, in their moft excellent
puritie of natire, what creature more gratious ! but
1n their fall from God, and all goodneffe, what crea-
ture more mifchieuous ? which the deuill knowing
he doth more affault woman then man, becaufe his
gaine is greater , by the fall of one woman, then
of-twentie men. Let there be a faire maide, wife, or
woman, in Countrie, towne or Citie, the fhall want The deuill
no refort ofSerpents, nor any varietie of tempter : let L‘,’:}fﬂ“ﬁ::p\w
there be in like fort, a beautifull or perfonable man, L then
he mdy fit long enough before a woman will folicite et thom
him. For where the denill hath good acquaintance, ¥1¢2 be Wik
he isfureofentertainement there, withoutrefiftance:

The Serpent at fir(t tempted woman, he dare affault
her io more in that fhape, now he imployc:h men o
fupply his part; and fo lhey doe : for as the Serpent

began
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! began with Eue todelight her tafte, o doe his inftru-
iy ments draw to wine and banqueting ; the next, the
‘;‘ Serpent enticed her by pride, and told her fhee
| fhould be like to God; fo doe his inftruments; firft,
they will extoll her beauty, what a paragon fheisin
their eyes; next, they will promife her fuch mainte-

| Diffemblingin pance, as the beft woman in the Parih or Country
l {hall not hauebetter: What care they, if theymake a

thoufand oathes, and commit tenne thoufand periu~
ries, fothey may deceiue 2 woman? When theyhaue
done all and gotten their purpofe, then they difcouer
all the womans fhame, and imploy fuch an Author’
| as this (to whofe Arraignment 1 doe make hafte) to
f raile vpon her and the whole Sexe.

THE
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| HE
" ARRAIGNMENT OF
Fofeph Swetnam , who was the

Author of the Arraignment of Women ;
And vnder his perfon, the arraignment
of all idle, franticke, froward, and
| lewd men.

CuapTeER V.

Ofeph Swetnam hauing written
his rafh, idle, furious and
fhamefull difcourfe againft
‘Women, it was at laft delive-
red into my hands, prefently
I did acquaint fome of our

< Sexe with the accident, with

whom I did aduifé¢ what courfe wee thould take
with him. It was concluded (that hisvnworthinefle
being much like to that of Zher/ites, whom I haue
formerly mentioned) wee would not anfwere him
cither with Acbilles fitt, or Stafford-law ; neither
plucke him in pieces as the Thracian woman did Or-
pheus, for his intemperate rayling againft women :

But as he had arraigned women at the barre of fame

and report ; wee refolued at the fame barre where

he did vs the wrong, to arraigne him , that thereby
Bz wee
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The Tudgefies.

The Turie,
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we might defend ouraffured right: And withall (re-
{peting our felues) we refolued to fauour him fo far
in his triall that the world might take notice there
was no partiall or indirect dealing, but that he hadas
much fauouras he could defir¢, and farre more then
he did or could deferue.

So that wee brought him before two Iudgeffes, -

Reafon,and Experience, who being hoth in place, no
man cap {ufpect them with anyindire& proceedings:
For albeit, Reafon of it felfe may be blinded by paffi-
on, yet when fhe is ioyned with Experzence, thee is
knowne to be abfolute, and without compare. As
for Experience, fhe is knowne of her felfe to be admi=
rable excellent in her courfes, fhe knoweth how to
vie euery manin her practife; fhe will whipthe foole
to learne him more wit; {he will punith theknaue to
practife more honefty ; (he will curbe in the prodi-
gall,and teach him to be warie; fhe will trip vp the
heeles of fuch as are rath and giddy, and bid them
hereafter lcoke before they leape. To be fhort, there
is not in all the world, for all eftates, degrees, quali-
ties and conditions of men, {o fingulara Miftreffe, or
{o fit to be a Tudgefie as fhe, onely ong property fhe
hath aboue all the reft, no man commeth before her
but fhie maketh him afbamed, and fhe will call and
proue almoft euery man a foale, efpecially fuch wha
are wife m their owne conceits.
ForhisTurie,albeit we knew themto be of his dea
reft, and neareft inward familiar friends, in whofe
company he was euer, and did {fpend vpon them all
that he cou’d get, or deuife to get; yet wee did chal-
lenge no one of them, but were well pleafed that his
fiug
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L fiue Senfes, and the feauen deadly finnes fhould

ftand for his Iury.
| "The partie which did giue evidence againft him, The Euidence
. we knew to bee a fure Card, and one which would
not faile in proofe of any thing, and fuch proofe
which fhould be without all exception, Confeience is
a fure witnefle.

So all things being accordingly prouided, the pri-
foner was brought to the barre, where he was called
and bid hold vp his hand, which hee did, buta falfe
hand God he knowes, his enditement was red,which
was this which followeth. .

Cuap. VI,

Jofeph Swetnam his Enditement.

— O/eph Swetnam, thou art endited

M) by the name of Iofeph Swetnam of

4, Bedlemmore, in the Countie of O-

37 nopolie* : For that thou the twen- pagphiet-
tieth day of December,in the yeare maker.
Ré&c. Diddeft moft wickedly, blaf- an Endite,
phemoulfly, falfly, and fcandalouf- guent:

ly publitha lewd Pamphlet, entituled the Arraign-

ment of Women ; In which,albeit thou diddeft honeft-

1y pretend to arraigne lewd, idle, froward and vn-
conftant women, yet contrary to thy pretended pro-

mife thou diddeft rafhly, and malitioufly raile and

rage againﬂ all women, generally writing and pub-

1000 lithing
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fithing moft blafphemoufly that women by their
Creator were made for Helpers, for' Helpers (thou
fayett) to fpend and confume that which man painefull
getteth;furthermore;, thoudofwrite, That being ma
ofaribywhichwascrooked, they arethereforecrookedand
Sroward in conditions, and that Woman was no fooner
made, but ber beart was [¢t vpon mifchiefe; which thou -
doeft deriue to all the Sexe generally, in thefe words,
And therefore eter fince they haue been a woe vnto man,
and follow the line of their. firft leader. Furtherthien all
this, thou doeft affirme an impudent lye vpon Al+
mighty God, in faying, that God calleth them nece/*
Jary eutlsy and that therefore they were created to bee a
plague vnto man. Thou writeft alfo, That women are
rowde,lafeitious,frowardscurft, vnconflant, idle, impu-
dent, fhameleffé, and that they deche and dre/fe themfelues
to tempt and allure men to lewdneffé, with much and
many more foule, intemperate, and {candalous {pea-
ches, &e.

When Iofiph Swetnam was asked what he faid to
his enditement, Gulty, or not guiltie, hee pleaded the
general iffue, 2# guiltie, being asked how hee would
betryed, heftood mute, for Conféience did fo confront
him, that he knew vpon tryall there was no way but
one; whereupon hee thought it much better to put
himfelfe vpon our mercy, then to hazard the tryall
of his owne Iurie.

. Wherevpon we did confider if we {hould haue vr-
ged him to be prefled, the difaduantage had beene
ours: for then his fauourites would haue faid as fome
did fay; that Jofeph Swetnam did not fand mute, as
mifdoubting the proofe of what he had written: But

feeing
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. fecing the Tudgefies, the Iurie, the Accufer, and all

others, moft of them of the feeminine gender, he fu-

] {fclled the queftionby vs, being made Generall, that
b

7

ey would rather condemne him to pleafe a gene-
ral,althoyghin particularrefpect of himfelfe he knew
they would fauour him. And befides that hee held
it a ftrange courfe, that the felfe and the fame per-
fons fhould be Tudges and Accufers, whereupon we
refolved to graunt him longer time to aduice with
himfelfe whether he would put himfelfe to triall, or
wpon better deliberation to recall his errours.

But that the world might be fatisfied in refpect of
the wrongs done vnto us, and to maintaine our ho-

" nourable reputation, it was concluded, that my felfe

thould deliuer before the Iudges, to all the affembly,
fpeaches to thefe effects following.

Cuar. VIL

The anfwere to all objections which are materiall,
made againft Women.

Ight Honourable and Worfhipfull,
and you of all degrees; it hath euer
beene a common cuftome amongft
g4 Idle, and humerous Poets, Pamphle-
ters, and Rimers, out of paffionate
~ difcontents, or hauing little otherwife
to imploy themfelves about, to write fome bitter
Satire-Pamphlet, or Rime, againft women ; inwhich
argument he who could deuife any thing more bit-

g terly,
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terly, or fpitefully, againt our fexe; hath neuer warn+
ted the liking, allowance, and applaufe of giddy
headed people. Amongftthe rable of fcurill writers,
this prifoner now prefent hath aced his part, whom
albeit women could more willingly let paffe, then
bringhim to triall, andas euerheretofore, rather con-
temn fuch authors the deigne them any anfwere, yet
feeing his booke fo commonly bought vp, whichar-
guethagenerall applaufe; weare therfore enforced to
make anfwere in defence of our felues, who are by
fuch an author fo extreamely wronged in publike
view. :

Youall fee hee will not put himfelfe vpon triall :
if we fhould let it fo pafle, our filence might im-
plead vs for guiltie; fo would his Pamphlet be recei-
ued with a greater currarit and credite then formesly
it hath beene : So that as well in refpec of our fexe,
as for a generall fatisfaction to the world, I will take
this courfe with our prifoner, I will at this prefent
examine all the obie&ions which aremoft materiall,
which our aduerfarie hath vomited out againft wo-
man, and not onely what he hath obiected, but what
other authors of more import then Jofeph Swetnam
haue charged vpon women : alas; feely man he ob-
ie@eth nothing but what he hath ftelne out of En-
glifh writers, as Euphues, the Palace of Pleafure,with
the like, which are as eafily anfwered as vaynly ob=
iected. He neuer read the vehementand profeft ene-
miesagainftourfexe,asfor Grecians, Euripides, Menan-
der,Simonides,Sophocles,withthelike, amongft Latine
writers Tuvenall, Plautus, &c.

But ofall that euer I read, I did neuer obferue fuch

5 generall
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generall feurrilitie in any, as in this aduerfarie, which
you fhall finde I will make as manifeft as the Sunne
to fhine at mid-day.

Itis the maine end that our aduerfarie aimeth at
in all his difcourfe, to proue and fay that women are
bad; if he thould offer this vpon particulers, no one
would denieit: but to lauifh generally againft all
women, whocanendureit? You might M'. Swetnan,
with fome thew of honeftie haue fayd, fome women
are bad, both by cuftome and company, but you
cannot avoide the brand, both of blafphemie and
dithoneftie, to fay of women generally they are all
naught, both in their creation and by nature, and to
ground your inferences vpon Scriptures.

I let paffe your obiections in your firft page; be-
caufe theyare formerly anfwered, onely whereas you
fay, woman was no fooner made, but ber bheartwasfet vp-
on mifchief : if you had then faid, the had no fooner
eaten of the fruit, but her heart was fet vpon mif-
chicf, you had had fome colour for your fpeaches ;
not in refpeét of the womans difpofition, but in con-
fideration both of her firft Tutor and her fecond in-
ftructor:For whereas fcripture doth fay, #Woman was

Supplanted by a Serpent, Iofeph Swetnam doth fay, fbe

wasfupplanted by the deuill, whichappearedto ber in the
Jhapeof abeautifullyong man. Menaremuch bebolding
to this author, who will feeme to infinuate, that the
deuill would in (o friendly and familier a manner,
put on the fhape of man, when he firft began to
practife mifchief : The deuill might make bold of
them, whom he knew in time would proue his fami-

E lige
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lier friends.  Herevpon it may be imagined it com-
meth to paffe that Painters, and Pigtur&makers,
when they would reprefent the deuill, they fet him
out in the deformed fhape of a man; becaufe vnder
that fhape he began firft to act the part of a diuell:
and I doubt he neuer changed his fuite fithence.
Here itis to be obferued, that which is worft is ex~
prefled by the fhape of aman; but what is the moft
glorious creature is reprefented in the beautie of a
The Serpent  Woman, as Angels. Woman at the firft might eafily
gavethe wo-  earne mifchief, where or how fhould fhe learne

i goodnes? her firft Schoole- mafter was aboundant in
{32;‘,’;;{{.}“" mifchief, and her firft hufband did exceede in bad
examples. Firft,by his examples he taughther how

to flye from God: nexthow to excufe her finne: then

how to cample and conteft with God, and to fay ds

_Adam did, thou art the caufe, for, the woman whom

thou gaueftme, was thecaufe I did eate. What Adam

did at the firft; bad hufbands pracife with their

wiues euer fithence, I meane in bad examples. It

was no good example in A4dam, who hauing recei-

ued his wife from the gift of God, and bound to her

in fo infeperable a bond of loue, that forthwith he

being taken tardie would prefently accufe his wife &

put her in all the danger; but the woman was more

bound to an vpright iudge, then to a louing hufband:

it would not ferue 4dams turne, tochargeher, therby

Men doefhew to free himfelfe: It wasan hard and ftrange courfe,
:}:2":1[;:]132,, that he who fhould haue beene her defender, is now
of ddam. become her greateft accufer. I may heare fay with
Saint Paul, byoneman’sfinne, death, &c.{foby the con-

tagion
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tagion of originall finnein Zdam, all menare infected
with his difeafes ; and looke what examples he gaue
his wife at the firlt, the like examples and practifes
doe all men fhew to women euer fithence. Let mee
fpeake freely, for I will fpeake nothing but truly,
neither fhall my words exceede my proofe.

In your firft and fecond Page, you alledge Dauid
and Salomon, forexclaiming bitterly againft women:
And that Salomon faith, Women like as Wine )do make
men drunke with their deuices. What of all this?

Iofeph Swetnam,aman which hath reafon, will ne-
uer obiect that vnto his aduerfary, which when it
commeth to examination willdifaduantage himfelfe.
Your meaning is, in the difgrace of women to exalt
men: butis this any commendation to men, that
they haue been and are oucr-reacht by women? Can
you glory of their holineffe, whom by women proue
finfull ? or in their wifedome, whom women make ;. 1o e
fooles? or intheir ftrength, whom women ouercome? tempted witl
can you excufe that fall which is giuen by the wea- s
ker? or colour that foyle which is taken from wo-
men? Is holinefle, wifedome, and ftrength, fo flight-

Iy feated in your Mafculine gender, as to be ftained,
blemifhed,and fubdued by women? But now I pray
you let vs examine how thefe vertues in men {0 po-
tent, came by women to be fo impotent. Doe you
meane in comparatiue degree, that women are more
holy, more wife, more ftrong, then men? if you
fhould graunt this, you had fmall caufe to write a-
gainft them. But you will not admit this : Whatis,
or are the caufes then why men are fo ouertaken by

B2 women?
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women ? You fet downe the caufes in your fourth
Page ; there you fay, They are dangerous for menta
deale withall, for their faces are Lures, their beauties
baytes, their lokesare nets, andtheir wordsarecharmes,
and all to bring men to ruine : Incidit in Scyllam qui
wultvitare Charibdim, whil'fthe feekethtoauoideone
mifchiefe, hefalleth intoanother. It were morg credit -
for men to yeeld our fexe to be more holy, wife, and
ftrong, then to excufe themfelues by the reafons al-
leaged: for by thismen are proued to haue as litle wit
astheyare chargedto exceedin wickednefle. Are ex-
ternal & dumbe thews fuch potent baites, nets;lures,
charmes, to bring men to ruine? Why ? wilde Af-
{es, dotterels, and woodcockes, are not fo eafily en-
tangled and taken? aremen {o idle, vaine,and weake,
as you feeme to make them? Let mee now fee how
you can free thefe men from dithoneft mindes, who
are ouertaken thus with beautie, &c. How can beau-
tie hurt? how can it be a caufe of a mans ruine, of it
felfe? what, do women forcibly draw? why, men are
more ftrong? are they fo eloquent to perfwade? why,
meriare toowife; arethey mifchieuous to entife? men
are more holy; how then are women caufes to bring
men to ruine? direct caufes they cannot be in any
refpe@ ; if they be caufes, they are but accidentall
caufes : A caufe as Philofophers fay , Caufa fine qua
non: aremote caufe, which caufe is feldome alleaged
for caufe , but where want of wit would fay fome-
what, and a guilty confcience would excufe it felfe
by fomething. Philofophers fay, Nemo leditur nifi

Jeipfo,no manis hurtbutthe caufeisin himfelfe. The

prodi-
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| prodigall perfon amongft the Grecians is called 4=

|

fotos,as a deftroyer, an vndoer of himfelfe: Whenan
heart fraughted with finne doth prodigally lauith
out a lafciuious looke out of a wanton eye; when it
doth furfeit vpon thefight, who is 4/ofos? whois guil-
tie of his lafcinious difeafe but himfelfe ? Polents non
Jfit iniuria, hee who is wounded with his owne con-
fent, hath fmall caufe to complaine of anothers
wrong : Might not a man as eafily, and more ho-
neftly, when hee feeth a faire woman, which doth
make the beft vfe that the can to fet out her beautie,
rather glorifie God in fo beautifull a worke, then in-
fect his foule with {o lafciuious a thought? And for
the woman, who hauing a Iewell giuen her from fo
deare a friend , is fhe not to be commended rather
that in the eftimate which fhe theweth, thee will as
carefully and as carioufly as fhe may fet out what
the hath receiued from Almighty God, then to be
cenfured that fhe doth it to allure wanten and lafci-
uious lookes ? The difference is in the minds, things
whichare called Adiaphora, thingsindifferent, whofe
qualities haue their name from the vies, arecommon-
Iy fo cenfured, and fo vfed, as the minde is inclined
which doth paffe his verdi¢t. A manand a woman
talke in the fields together, an honeft minde will ima-
gine of their talke anfwerable to his owne difpofiti-
on, whereas an euill difpofed minde will cenfure ac-
cording to his lewd inclination. When men com-

Womans heau«

plamc of beautie, and fay, That womens dreffings and o good, but
attireare prauommmtorwﬂntonmﬁ,mtdhzzte:laa//ure whic ,‘,,,,
s

men, It isa direét meanes to know of what dxfpoﬁn-
¥
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on they are, itisa (hame formen in cenfuring of wo-

men to condemne themfelues ; but 4 common Inne

cannot be without a common figne ; it is a common

figne to know a leacher, by complaining vpon the

caufe and occafion of his furfeit; who had knowne

his difeafe but by his owne complaint? It isextreme

folly to complaine of another, when the roote of alk

refteth within himfelfe; purge an infected heart,and

turne away a laciuious eye, and then neither their
dreffings, nor their beautie can any waies hurt you.

Doe not men exceede in apparell , and therein fet
themfelues out to the view ? Shall women betray
themfelues and make it knowne that they are either

fo bad in their difpofition, or fo wanton in their
thoughts,or fo weak in their gouernment as to com-

plaine that they are tempted and allured by men ?

Should women make themfelues more vaine then

yongeft children , to fall in loue with babyes. Wo-

men are fo farre off from being in any fort prouoked

Women doe O loue vpon the view of mens apparell, and fetting
natfullinoue forth them/(elues , that no one thing can more draw
their apparell, them from loue, then their vanitie in apparell. Wo-
men make differencebetwixt colours andconditions,

betwixt a fair thew, and a foule fubftance: It thewes

aleuitie in man to furnith himfelfe more with trim
colours, then manlike qualities: befide that,how can

we loue at whom we laugh ? We fee him gallant it

at the Court one day, & braue it in the Country the

next day ; we fee him weare that on his backe one

week, which we heare isin the brokersfhop the next:
furthermore we fee diuers weare apparelland colou{s

made
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' made of a Lord(hip, lined with Farmes and Granges,
“embrodered with all the plate, gold, and wealth,
their Friends and Fathers left them : Are thefe mo-
tiues to loue or to laughter ? Will or dare a woman
" truft to their loue for one Moneth, who will turne
herofthe next? Thisis the furfeit which women take
by braue apparell. They rather fufpect his worth,
then wifh his loue, who doth moft exceede in braue-
rie. So M. Swetnam, doe you and all yours forbeare
to cenfure of the dreflings and attires of women for
any fuch lewd intent, s you imagine: Bad minds are
difcouered by bad thoughts and hearts. Doe not fay
and rayle at 'women to be the caufe of mens ouer-
throw, when the originall roote and caufe is in your
felues. If you bee fo affected that you cannot looke
but you muft forthwith be infected, I doe maruaile
(Iofeph Swetnam) you fet downe no remedies for that
torment of Loue, as you call it: You bidmen fhunne
and auoyde it, but thofe be common and ordinary
rules and inftru@ions: yet not {o ordinary, as able to
reflraine the extraordinary humors of your giddy
company. I will do you and your friends a kindnefle
if you be fo fcorched with the flames ofloue. Diggi-
nes did long fince difcouer the foueraigne falue for
fuch a wound: The receipt is no great charge, your
felfe may be the Apothecarie, it is comprehended in
three words: Firft, trie with ygovos, next with Apor, if
boththefefaile, the third is fure, Bgoxoo Thiswas Dio-
genes Antidote againft that venemous infetion.
"There are more milder remedies which you may put
in pradtife : Ifyour hearts be fo flefhly, or your cies
fo
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fo tender that you dare truft neither of them, then
truft to your reafon to turne your eyes away, or truft
to your heeles as Tofeph did, to carrie all away. 4

After you haue railed againft women, you bring <
in a fable of a contention betwixt the #inde and the =
Sunne ; and you apply the morrall to women, when
as it hath a farre other relation: for it euer hath been-
applyed to men, to inftrué them in the gouernment
of woman, for I pray you who is to goucrne, o who
are to be gouerned? You {hould feeme to come from
the Sauromatians, whofe wiues were their Mafters :
but I will fet you downe both the Fable and the
Morrall, as it was written in Englith verfe long fi-
thence.,

He Sunne and Winde at variance did fall,
Whofe force was greateft in the open,  freld:
A trauailer they chufe to deale withall;
Who makes bim firf vnto their force to yeeld
Tocaft off Cloake, they that agreement make,
T e hanour of the victory mujt take.

The Winde began and did encreafe, each blaft

With raging beate vpon the filly man;

The more it blew, the more begrafped faft

And kept bis Cloake, Jet Winde doe what it can;
When all in vaine the Winde bis wor/t had done,
It ceaft, and left a tryall to the Sunne.

The Sunne beginnes bis beames for to difplay,
And by degrees in beate for to encreafe;
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The Trauailer then warme, doth make a flay,
And by degrees his Cloalie be doth relefe:
At length is forc'd both Coate and Cloake to yeeld,
Sogiues the Sunne the honour of the field.

Who by extreames doth feeke to worke bis will,
By raging bumors thinking /o to gaine ;
‘May like the Winde augment bis tempeft ftill,
But at the length be fimi: bis furie vaine:

For all be gets by playing franticke parts,

He bard'nethmore the milde and gentle hearts.

Like as all Plants, when at the firft they fpring,

Are tender , and foft bark’d on euery fide;

But as they grow continuall flormes doe bring

Thofe are more hard which Northerne blafls abide:
What's toward the Southerne tenderer we finde,
Andthat morebardwhich feelesthe Northernwinde.

Nature bis courfe moft carefully doth bend,
From wviolence to feeke it felfe to arme;
Where raging blafts the trees would breake and rend,
There Nature firiues to keepe ber Plants from harme :
W here violence is wnto Nature firange,
Continuall cuffome there doth Nature change.

So’tis with women, who by Nature milde,
If they on froward crabbed Husbands light;
Continuall rage by cuflome makes them wilde,
For crooked natures alter gentle quites

¢ Men
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d Men euermore fball this in triall finde,
Lilke to ber vfage fo is woman’s piinde,

As of themfelues, let men of others iudge, ¥
What man will yeeld to be-compel’d by rage?
At crabbedneffe and curjineffe bearts doe grudge,
And to refift, themfelues they more engage:
Forbeare the Winde, fbine with the Sunne a while,
Though fhe be angry, fhe will forthwith finile.

Thisis thetrue application of the Morrall. Asfor
that crookedneffe and frowardneffe with which you
charge women, looke from whence theyhaue it; for
of themfelues and their owne difpofition it dath not
proceede , whizh is prooued dircétly by your owne

Womanof her teftimonic: for in your 46. Page, Line 15, Youfay, 4

awne difpofiti-

on gentle, and YOUNg WOMan of tender yeares is flexible, obedient, and
paildle. Jubiect todoeany. thing,according tv thewill andpleafure

of ber Husband. How commeth it then that this gen-
tle and milde difpofition is afterwards altered ? your
felfe doth giue the true reafon, for you giue a great
charge not to marrie a widdow. But why? becaufe
fay you in the fame Page, 4 widdow is framed to the
conditions of another man. Why then, if a woman
haue froward conditions, they be none of her owne,
{he was framed to them. Is not our aduerfarie atha~
med of himfelfe, to raile againt women for. thofe
faults which doe all come from men?  Doth not hee
moft grieuoufly charge men to learne their wiues
Mep iffes bad and corrupt behauiour ? for hee faith plainely,
Thou mufbonlearne a widdow,and make ber forget and
Sorgoe
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forgeeher former corrupt & difirderedbebauiour THou

mutft valearne her, Lrgo, what fault fhee hath, fhee
learned, her corruptnes commeth not from her own
difpofition, but from her Hufbands deftruction. Is it
not a wonder , that your Pamphlets are fo difper-
fed? Arc they not wife men to caft away time and
money vpon a Booke which cutteth their owne
throates ? *Tis pittie but that men fhould reward
you for your writing s if it bee but as the Romane
Sertorius did the idle Poet, hee gaue him a reward,
but not for his writing, but becaufe he fhould neuer
writemore ; as for women, they laugh that men haue
no more able a champion. This author commeth to
baite women, or as hee foolithly fayth , the Beare
bayting of Women, and he bringeth but a mungrell
Curre, who doth his kinde, to braule and barke, but
cannot bite. The milde and flexible difpofition of

43

a woman is in philofophy proued in the compofition 1, i

of her body, for itis a Maxime, Mores animi fequntur ov of ¢
temperaturam corporis, The difpofition of the minde |
isanfwerable to the temper of the body. A woman ¢
.in the temperature of her body is tender, foft, and
beautifull, fo doth her difpofition in minde corref-
ponde accordingly; fhe is milde, yeelding, and ver-
tuous; what difpofition accxdcnmllyhappcncth vito
her, is by the contagion of a froward hufband , as
Tofeph Swetnam aftirmeth.

And experience proueth. Itisa fhame fora man
to complaine of a froward woman, in many refpects
allconcerning himfelfe. Itis afhame hehath nomore
gouernmentouer the weaker veflell. It isathame he

G2 hath
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hath hardened her tender fides, and gentle heart

May men com- with his boiftrous & Northren blafts. [tisa fhame for

plaine of wo-
men without
caufe ?

Men are the
Serpents.

a man to publifh and proclaime houthold fecrets,
which is a common praife amongft men, efpecially
Drankards, Leachers, and prodigall fpend-thrifts:
Thefe when they come homedrunke, orare called in
queftion for their riotous mi{demeanours, they pre-
fently fhew themfelues, the right children of Adam.
They will excufe themfelues by their wiues, and fay
that their vnquietnefie and frowardnefle at home,
is the caufe that they runneabroad. An excufe more
ftterfor a beaftthen a man. 1f thou wert a man thou
wouldeft take away the caufe whichvrgetha woman
to griefe and difcontent, and not by thy frowardnefle
encreafe her diftemperature: forbeare thy drinking,
thy luxurious riot, thy gaming, and fpending. and
thou fhalt haue thy wife giuc thee as little caufe at
home , as thou giueft her great caufe of difquiet a=
broad. Men whichare men, if they chance tobemat-
ched with froward wiues, eitherof theirown making,
or others marring, they would make a benefit of the
difcommodity, either try his skill to makeher milde,
or exercife his patience to endure her curftneffe :
for all croffes are inflicted either for punithment of
finnes, or for exercife of vertues; but humorous mien
will fooner marre a thoufand women, then out of an
hundred make one good.

And this fhall appeare in the imputation which
our aduerfarie chargeth vpon our fexe, to be laciuis
ous, wanton and luftfull : He fayth, Women tempt,
alure 5 and proucke men. How rare a thing is it for

women
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women toproftitute and offer themfelues ? how com-
mon a practife is it for men to feeke and folicite wo-
men tolewdnefle ? what charge doe they {pare? what
trauell doe they beftow ? what vowes, oathes, and
proteftations.doe they fpend, to make them ditho-
neft? They hyer Pandors, they writeletters, they feale
them with damnations, and execrations , to aflure
them of loue, when the end proues but luft : They
know the flexible difpofition of Women and the
fooner to ouerreach them, fome will pretend they are
{o plunged in loue that except they obtaine their
defire they will feeme to drown’d, hang, ftab, poy-
{fon, or banifh them{elues from friends and countrie:
‘What motiues are thefe to tender difpofitions? Some
will pretend marriage, another offer continuall
maintenance, but when they haue obtained their
purpofe , what fhall a woman finde, iuft that which
is her everlafting thame and griefe, thee hath made
her felfe the vnhappie fubiect to a luftfull bodie, and
the thamefull ftall of a lafcivious tongue. Men may
with foule fhame charge women with this finne

“which they had neuer committed if fhee had not

trufted, nor had euer trufted if {hee had not beene
deceiued with vowes, oathes, and proteftations. To
bring a2 woman to offend in one finne, how many
le fi doe the; it? Iappeale to their

owne confciences. The lewd difpofition of fundry
men dothappeare in this: If a woman or maide will
yeeld vnto lewdnefle, what fhall they want? But if
they would liue in honeftie, what helpe fhall they
haue ? How much will they make of the lewd? how
G3 bafe
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bafe account of the honeft? how many pounds will
they fpend in bawdie houfes? but‘when will they
beftowe a penny vpon an honeft maide or woman,
except it be to corrupt them?

Our aduerfary bringeth many examples of men
which haue beene ouerthrowne by women. Itisan-
fwered before, the fault is their owne. But I would
haue him, or any one liuing, to thew any woman
that offended in this finne of luft, but that the was
firft follicited by a man.

Helenwas thecaufe of Troyesburning ; firft, Paris
did follicite her ; next, how many knaues and fooles of
the male kinde had Troy, which tomaintaine whore-
dome would bring their Citie to confufion.

When you bring in examples of lewd women,
and of men which haue been ftained by women, you
thew your felfe both franticke, and a prophane irre-
ligious foole to mention Tudith for cutting oft Holo-

Jernes head, in that rancke.

You challenge women for vatamed and vnbride-
led tongues ; there wasneuer woman was euer noted
for fo fhamelefle, fo brutifh, {o beaftly a fcold as you
proue your felfe in this bafe and odious Pamphlet
You blafpheme God, you raile at his Creation, you
abufe and flander his Creatures; and what immo-
deft or impudent feurilitie is it, which you doe not
exprefle in this lewd and lying Pamphlet ?

Hitherto I haue fo anfwered all your obiections
againft Women, that as I haue not defended the wic-
kednefic of any ; fo I haue fet downe the true ftate of
the queftion. ~ As Ewe did not offend without the

temptation
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temptation of a-Serpent ; {o women doe. feldome
" offend, but it is by prouocation of men. Let not
your impudencie, nor your conforts difhoneftic,
charge our fexe hereafter, with thofe finnes of which
you your felues were the firft procurers. - I haue in
my difcourfe, touched you, and all yours, to the
quick. I haue taxed you with bitter fpeaches ; you
will (perhaps) fay Tam a rayling fcold, In this obiecti-
on , Iofeph Swetnam, 1 will teach you both wit and A diference
honeftie: The difference betwixt a railing fcold, A;f,'g“u‘,’\‘j i
and an honeft accufer, is this, the firft rageth vpon dering.
paffionate furie, without bringing caufe or proofe ;
the other bringeth direc proofe for what the alleag-
eth: you charge women with clamorous words, and
bring no proofe; I chargeyou with blafphemie, with
impudencie, fcurilitie, foolery,and the like. I thew
iuft and dire& proofe for what I fay; it is not my
defireto fpeake fo much, it is your defert to prouoke
me . vpon iuft caufe fo farre; it is no railing to call
a Crow blacke, or a Wolfe a rauenour, or a drun-
kard a beaft ; the report of the truth is neuer to be
blamed, the deferuer of fuch a report, deferueth the
fhame.

Now, for this time, to draw toan end ; let me afke
according to the queftion of Cafsian, Cui bono? what
haue you gotten by publifhing your Pamphlet; good
1 know youcan get none. You haue (perhaps) plea-
fed the humors of fome giddy, idle conceited per~
fons : But you haue died your felfe in the colours
of thame, lying, flandering, blafphemie, ignorance,
and the like,

The
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The fhortnefle of time and the weight of bufi-
nefie call me away, and vrge me to‘leaue off thus
abruptly, but affure your felfe where I leaue now, I
will by Gods grace fupply the next Terme, to your
(mall content. You haue exceeded in your furie
againft Widdowes, whofe defence you fhal heare of
at the time aforefaide, in the meane fpace recollect-
your wits, write out of deliberation, not out of furie;
write out of aduice, not out of idleneffe; forbeare to
charge women with faults which come from the
contagion of Mafculine ferpents.
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A
DEFENCE OF
Women, againft the Author
of the Arraignment of Women.

! Caap., VIIL.
AN idle companion was raging of late,
& N1Wbo in furie'gainft Women expreffeth bis bate:
Hee writeth a Booke, an Arraignment be calleth,
I which againft women be currifbly bawleth.
He deferueth no anfwere but in Ballat or Ryme,
Vpon idle fantaftickes who would caft away time :
Any anfwere may [érue an impudent lyar,
Any mangie, - fcab'd borfe doth fit a ﬁa "d Squire :
In the ruffe of bis furie, for fo bimfelfe faith,
The blafphemous companion be [bamefully playeth.
T ke woman for an Helper, God did make be doth fay,
But to Helpe to confume and fpend all away.
Thus, at Gods creation to flout and to ief?,
Who but an Atheift would fo play the beaft 2
The Scriptures doe proye that when Adam did fall,
And ta death and damnation was thereby a thrall,
Then woman was an Helper, for by ber blejfed feed,
From Hell and damnation all mankinde was freed.
Hefaith, womenarefroward, whichtberibdoth declare,
For like as the Rib, fo they crooked are :
The I was her Subieét for body we finde, 5
But from God came ber Soule,and difpofe of ber minde.
Let no man thinke much if women compare,
That in their creation they much better are ;

More




50

Efter hath hang'd Haman.
More bleffings therein to women doe fall,
Then wunto mankinde baue beene giuen at all.

Waomen were the laft worke, and therefore the beft,
For what was the end, excelleth the reft.

For womans more honour, it was fo affign’ d

She was made of the rib of mettall refind :

The Gountrey doth alfo the womanmore grace,

For Paradice is farre the more excellent place.

Yot women aremifchienous, this Author doth 2y,

But Scriptures to that directly fay nay :

God faid, "twixt the Woman and Serpent for euer,
Strong hatred he would put, to be qualified neuer.
The woman being hatefull ta the Serpents condition,
How excellent is fbe in ber difpofition 2

The Serpent with men in their workes may agree,

But the Serpent with women, that neuer may be.

If you aske bow it happens, fome women proue naught,
By men turn’d to Serpents they are ouer-wrought.
What the Serpent began, men,  follow that fiill,

They tempt what they may tomake women doeill.
They will tempt, and prouske, and follow s long
They deceie vs with oatbes, and a  flattering tongue,
T'o make a poore Maiden or woman a whore,

They carenot how much they,  fpend of their fiore. |
But where is there a man that will any thing giue \
That woman or maide may with boneftie liue € )
If they yield to lewd counfell they notbing fball wanty
But for to be boneft, then all things are fcant.

1t proues a bad nature in men doth remaine, -

T6 make women lewd their purfes they firaine.

For a woman that's honeft they care not a whit,
Theyle fay [be is bong/?, becaufé [loe lackes wit,

beyle
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Theylecallwomenwhores,but theirftakestheymightfaue,
There can be no Whore, but there muft be a Knaue.
They fay that our dreffings, and that our attire
Are caufes to moue them unto luftfull fire.

Of all things which are we euermore finde,
Such thoughts doe arife as are like to the minde.
Mens thoughts being wicked they wracke on vs thus,
That feandall is taken, not giuen by vs.
If their fight be fo weake, and their frailtie be fuch,
Why doe they then gaze at our beauty fo much?
Plucke away thofe ill roots, whence finne doth arife;
Amend wicked thoughts, or plucke out the eyes.
The bumors of men, fee how froward they bees
We know not to pleafe them in any degree:
For if we goe plaine, we are fluts, they doc fay;
They doubt of our honefly, if we goegay 3
If we be honeft and merrie, giglots they take us,
If modeft and fober then proud they doe make us :
Be we houfewifly, quicke then a fbrew ke doth keepes
If patient and milde, then ke, : Jearneth a fbeepe.
What can we deuife to doe or to fay,
But men doe wreft all things the contrary way.
*T4s not fo wncertaine to follow the winde,
As to feeke to pleafe men of fo humorous minde.
T heir bumors are giddy, and neuer long lafting,
We know not topleafe them, neither full nor yet fafting.
Either we doe too little, or they doe too much:
They ftraine our poore wits, their humors are fuch.
They fay, women are proud, wherein made they triall?
They moow’ d fome lewd fuit,and had the deniall:
To be croft in fuch fuites, men cannot abide,
And therevpon we are entitled with pride.
Hea They
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They fay we are curft and, / froward by kinde,

Our mildneffe is changed, where raging we finde.
Agood Tacke ayes the prouerbe, doth make 4 good Gill,
A curft froward Husband doth change womans will.
They vfe vs (they fay) as neceffary euills,

We baue it from them, for they are our deusls.
When they arein their rages and bumorous,  fitsy

They put vs poor women halfe out of our wits.

Of all nanghty women name one of you cany
If fhe proued bad, it came by a man.

Faire Helen forfooke ber Husband of Greece,

A man called Patis, betrayed that peece.

Medea did rage, and did foamefully murther,

A afon was caufe, which her mifchicfe did further.
A Creffide was falfe, and changed ber Joues
Diomedes her beart by confEraint did remoue,

T all like examples the world fure may fee,

W here women proue bad, there men are not free.
But in thofe offences they haue the moft fbare,
Women would be goad, if Ser pents would fpare.

Let Women and Maides, whatfocuer they be,

Come fallow my counfell, be warned by me.

Trufft not men's fuitesstheir loue proucth luft,

Both bearts, tongues, and pens, doe all proue wniuff,
How faire they will fpeake and write in their loue,
But put them o triall how falfe doe they proue?
They loue kot at firft,when the loe isa firanger,
But they will not be tied to racke and to manger.
What loue call you that, when men are QWoong,
And fecke nothing elfe but fhame and vndoing.

As womenin iheir faults I doe not commend,
So wifh I all men their lewd fuites they wouldend. 5
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Let women alone, and [ecke not their fhame,
You fhall haue no cauje then women to blame.
*Tis like that this Author againft fuch doth bawle,
Who by his temptations haue gotten a fall.

~ For he who of women [o wickedly deemeth,
Hath made them diftoneft, it probably feemeth.
He hath beene a Traueller, it may be well fo,
By his tales and reports, as much we doe know.
He promifeth fome poyfon’gainft women to thruft,
He doth it for phyficke, or elfe he would burft.
Thus Lbid him farewell till next we doe meete,
And then as caufe moueth, fofhall we greete.

IoaNE SHARP.

FINIS.

Faultes efeaped.

33, Line1 forcary eadecurty.p.36.1. 30 for fincerity,r.fcurility.
Pf‘s .28, for fomething, .any thing, Jéid. for countrey,r. counter,

P. 40. 1. 5. for contempt, 1. contention.
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