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According to the 2013 ‘Languages for the Future’ 
report by British Council, Mandarin Chinese is one 
of the most strategically important languages 
for the UK. I am proud to see more and more LSE 
students studying Mandarin in recent years, both 
in terms of the numbers doing Mandarin as part 
of their degree and as an extra-curriculum course.  
I am proud that LSE is able to offer students 
not only the high quality Mandarin courses on 
campus but also the exciting opportunity to study 
Mandarin intensively in China with the aid of 
scholarships from LSE. 

In the academic year 2011/2012, the first group of LSE students went to study 
Mandarin for eight weeks in Fudan University, Shanghai. The following year, 
more LSE students went to Fudan for either eight weeks’ or five weeks’ study 
depending on their Mandarin level and, also for the first time, the LSE Language 
Centre started to receive in-coming Fudan students to study on an English 
for Academic Purposes (EAP) programme. To date, the LSE- Fudan Exchange 
Programme has been running successfully for the past three years. 

The LSE- Fudan Exchange Programme has enabled LSE students to not only 
improve their language skills, but also gain cultural awareness in an increasingly 
globalised world. In a competitive graduate job market, language skills increase 
employability. LSE’s underlying purpose is to produce graduates who are not 
only knowledgeable, but mobile. LSE has a global mission, and students are 
encouraged to undertake work or further study across the globe. The LSE-Fudan 
Language Exchange builds on this global outlook. 

In my view, the Exchange Programme adds value beyond enriching student 
experiences and employability. It also strengthens LSE’s strategic partnerships 
with prestigious institutions like Fudan, as well as departmental collaboration 
within the LSE Language Centre. Three years into the programme, it feels like a 
perfect time to report back the success stories of our students, colleagues and 
partners. I hope this review will provide a flavour of studying in the Exchange 
Programme and inspire more students from both universities to participate. It is 
also hoped that LSE will build on the success of this programme and link up with 
other partner institutions to offer unique experiences to our students.

Dr Catherine Hua Xiang

The LSE-Fudan Exchange Programme Leader  
Language Coordinator (Mandarin, Japanese & Korean) 
LSE Language Centre 
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INTRODUCTION

The LSE-Fudan Exchange Programme is 
a unique opportunity for LSE students 
to study Mandarin intensively in a 
native environment in one of the most 
cosmopolitan cities in China. The students 
are not only able to significantly improve 
their linguistic skills but also acquire a 
real taste of Chinese culture and society.

LSE has already established an academic 
partnership with Fudan University Shanghai 
via a double degree: MSc in Global Media and 
Communication. 

This is a new development between the LSE 
Language Centre and the Language Training 
Centre, International Cultural Exchange 
School, Fudan University providing Mandarin 
and English language exchange programmes 
for students. 

Starting in the academic year 2012/2013, the 
exchange programme is the first and only one 
of its type organized by the LSE Language 
Centre. Currently, the LSE Language Centre 

is able to send two groups of LSE students 
studying Mandarin to Fudan University 
each summer. The two groups of students 
have intensive programmes for either eight 
weeks or five weeks based on their linguistic 
proficiency. Scholarships are offered towards 
the cost of the study trip. Meanwhile, a group 
of Fudan students also come to study at  
the LSE Language Centre for three weeks. 
They study English courses focusing on  
social sciences. 

The purposes of this report are: 1) to 
provide the background to and rationale 
of establishing the exchange; 2) to present 
an analysis of the profile and motivation 
of LSE students who have participated in 
the exchange and their experiences; 3) to 
demonstrate what the LSE Language Centre 
provides to the students from Fudan; 4) to 
highlight the impact of the programme and 
5) to summarize the challenges and directions 
for future developments.

Break time – Mandarin 2014 class at Fudan University
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BACKGROUND AND RATIONALE

LSE is known for its international outlook. 
It is one of the most cosmopolitan 
universities in the world with students 
from approximately 140 countries. 
The LSE-Fudan Exchange Programme 
builds on this international outlook. It is 
important for LSE students to have the 
opportunity to gain exposure to different 
cultures and perspectives. 

An important element of LSE’s further 
internationalization is through its global 
partnerships. In addition to PKU and Tsinghua 
in Beijing, LSE has existing ties with Fudan 
University in Shanghai at the postgraduate 
level. Fudan University is consistently ranked 
as one of the top five universities in China 
and continues to be ranked in the top 200 
global universities. By extending the links with 
Fudan at the undergraduate level, there are 
further opportunities for taught programmes 
as well as space for LSE’s global presence to 
be felt in East Asia. 

Mandarin Chinese was first introduced as an 
Undergraduate Degree Option in 2011/2012. 
Unlike non-specialist British universities, LSE 
does not offer single language degrees, and 

therefore does not organise a “year abroad” 
to study target languages. However, the LSE 
Language Centre believes that study abroad 
is extremely valuable for the graduates that 
LSE produces and that an intensive summer 
language course compensates for the lack 
of student experience in the target language 
and culture. There is no substitute for having 
to live in, cope with and function successfully 
with the rules and unwritten conventions 
of a foreign culture. Students who have 
experience living or studying aboard tend  
to be more reflective and self-confident. 
Improved linguistic skills, intercultural 
understanding and openness equip them 
with skills that are essential for employability.  
We hope to give students who study Mandarin 
at LSE the edge to compete internationally. 

Finally, we believe that a well-designed study 
programme will fast-track students and enable 
them progress at a pace that would otherwise 
not be possible. The successful operation of 
the LSE-Fudan Language exchange will, as 
a result, stimulate student motivation and 
contribute to the growth and increased 
popularity of Mandarin studies at LSE. 

London’s Tower Bridge
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EXCHANGE DESIGN

LSE is a specialised institution. The 
Mandarin degree and certificate courses 
at LSE reflect this. In order to ensure 
a social sciences focus remains, even 
during their time abroad, the course 
offered at Fudan University is tailor-
made for LSE students and follows 
the LSE syllabus and textbooks.  
The courses offered are also highly 
intensive with 25 teaching hours per 
week. Such design brings two main 
benefits. Firstly, the Fudan courses 
enable students to develop their 
language skills whilst focusing on 
issues relevant to the social sciences. 
Secondly, the Mandarin courses at Fudan 
enable returning students to register for 
a Mandarin degree course two levels 
ahead of the course they were enrolled 
in prior to studying at Fudan (see Figure 
1, p.7, for LSE Language Levels). 

For example, a student who has completed 
the Level 1 degree course (LN104) can enrol 
on the Level 3 degree course (LN140) upon 
returning from Shanghai. This is because the 
students are able to complete the course 
content of Level 2 (LN142) while studying 
intensively in Shanghai. For the detailed 
course structure and content, please refer 
to appendix 1. As student testimony explains, 
this is one incentive for taking part in the 
exchange programme. Rather than taking 
part in exchanges organised by external 
organisations, students recognise that the 
Fudan courses provide complete continuity 
with the LSE Mandarin course content and 
enable them to return to LSE and hone 
specific linguistic skills learnt in Shanghai.  
The Fudan Course can also compensate 
for the absence of an outside option in the 
upcoming academic year. If students are not 
able to enrol in a Mandarin degree course, 

they can improve their language skills at Fudan 
before returning to hone these skills whilst 
completing a Mandarin certificate course. 

Since the start of the programme, there have 
been 135 LSE students who have applied 
for the Fudan programme and 120 who 
have successfully completed the course.  
In recognition of the costs of travelling and 
studying in China, once the exchange was 
established, all the LSE students who have 
participated in the programme have been 
offered a scholarship covering at least the 
tuition fees. The LSE Language Centre has 
offered in total £43,000 as scholarships to 
support LSE students participating in the 
study trip.

Summer English for Fudan Students: 
Class of 2015
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8 week Fudan course. 
25 teaching hours  
a week.

LN104  
Mandarin Language 
and Society Level 1 
(Beginner)

LN142  
Mandarin Language 
and Society 2 
(Intermediate)

LN140  

Mandarin Language 
and Society 3 
(Advanced)

LN240  
Mandarin Language 
and Society 4 
(Proficiency)

LN340  
Mandarin Language 
and Society 5 
(Mastery)

5 week Fudan course. 
25 teaching hours  
a week.

Figure 1 Standard progression versus Fudan progression.
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A CLOSER LOOK AT LSE STUDENTS 

In this part, a profile of outgoing LSE 
students is provided. There are two 
graphs: “Type of Student” indicates 
whether the student is an undergraduate 
or postgraduate; “Mandarin Course 
Enrolment” refers to the Mandarin 
course studied at LSE before the Fudan 
Exchange. The students’ main degree 
subjects are also listed. 

As illustrated, students come from a wide 
range of subject areas. The majority of the 
students are undergraduate students and an 
increasing number of students are studying 
Mandarin as part of their degree as opposed 
to an extra-curricular course. 

Type of Student

■ Undergraduate (9)

■ Postgraduate (1)

LSE Student Profiles 
2011/2012 (10 students in total)

Mandarin Course Enrolment

■ Degree (4)

■ Certificate (6)

Degree Subjects: 

BSc Social Policy and Criminology 

BSc Accounting and Finance 

BSc International Relations 

MSc Global Media and Communications 
(LSE-Fudan Double Degree)

BA in History 

Law LLB

BSc in International Relations and History
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Type of Student

■ Undergraduate (20)

■ Postgraduate (9)

LSE Student Profiles 
2012/2013 (29 students in total)

Mandarin Course Enrolment

■ Degree (15)

■ Certificate (14)

Degree Subjects: 

BSc Accounting and Finance  

BSc Economics

Master of Science (Research), 
Development Studies 

BSc Government

BSc Government and Economics

BSc Mathematics and Economics

BSc International Relations & History 

MSc Political Economy

BSc Philosophy, Logic and  
Scientific Method

BSc Politics and Philosophy

MSc International Relations

BSc International History

BSc Economic History

Class of 2013
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Type of Student

■ Undergraduate (18)

■ Postgraduate (2)

LSE Student Profiles 
2013/2014 (20 students in total)

Mandarin Course Enrolment

■ Degree (10)

■ Certificate (10)

Degree Subjects: 

BSc International Relations  

BA Geography

BSc Economics

Law LLB

BSc Economics and Philosophy

MSc Global Media and Communications 
(LSE-Fudan Double Degree) 

Class of 2014
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Type of Student

■ Undergraduate (29)

■ Postgraduate (6)

LSE Student Profiles 
2014/2015 (35 students in total)

Mandarin Course Enrolment

■ Degree (18)

■ Certificate (17)

Degree Subjects: 

BSc International Relations and History

BSc Economics 

MSc Global Media and Communications 
(LSE-Fudan Double Degree)

MSc Public Administration and Government 
(LSE-PKU Double Degree)

BSc Government and Economics

MSc Economics and Philosophy

BSc Management 

BSc Philosophy, Logic and  
Scientific Method

General Course

BSc Accounting and Finance

BSc Actuarial Science

Class of 2015



12 Motivations

The following four aspects have been identified 
as the main motives for LSE students who have 
participated in the LSE-Fudan Exchange. 

(1) Accelerated Learning

Students recognise that the successful 
completion of Fudan courses will allow them to 
return to LSE and enrol on a degree course two 
levels higher than the one they had completed 
prior to going to Shanghai. Students also 
recognise that completing a Fudan course 
can compensate for the absence of an outside 
option in the upcoming academic year. 

“Given that I aimed to enrol on a Mandarin 
degree course in the third year, the Fudan 
course provided me with the opportunity 
to improve my Mandarin in a native 
environment.”

Thaddeus Jahn
BSc International Relations, Class of 2015

(2) Career Options

Many students seek to improve their Mandarin 
in order to expand their career opportunities. 
For students interested in working in China, 
the opportunity to improve their Mandarin 
in a native environment is particularly valued. 
This especially applies to students interested 
in pursuing a career in the financial sector. 
Shanghai is the commercial and financial 
centre of mainland China, and ranks 16th 
in the 2015 edition of the Global Financial 
Centres Index published by the Z/Yen Group 
and Qatar Financial Centre Authority.

“The growing presence of China on the 
global stage has made the demand for 
Mandarin even stronger and to have it on 
my CV as well as to speak the language is 
fantastic for my career prospects.”

 Hafizullah Kadamzadeh
BSc Economic History, Class of 2016

(3) Cultural immersion 

Many students comment that the Fudan 
course enables them to develop the spoken 
Mandarin they have learnt at LSE. However, 
language classes in London do not provide 
students with the opportunity to practise 
their language skills in a native environment. 
The opportunity to develop an understanding 
of colloquial Mandarin whilst in Shanghai is 
highly valued by LSE students. 

“Having learnt French and German, I know 
that doing exchanges was the only thing 
that really allowed me to get ‘a feel’ for 
the language. The phrases and local slang 
that you learn from speaking to locals is 
like no class room experience” 

Alice Bexson
BSc International Relations, Class of 2017

A chat with locals on a Shanghai street
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(4) Preparation for postgraduate courses 
at either Fudan or Peking University 

LSE currently offers an MSc Double Degree in 
Global Media and Communications with the 
University of Southern California or Fudan 
University. The LSE-PKU Double MSc is a 
collaborative degree in International Affairs 
where students spend the first year at Peking 
University in Beijing and the second year at 
LSE. The summer exchange with Fudan can 
provide a glimpse into what studying at a top 
Chinese university is like. Every year, 10 to 
20% of students who complete a language 
course in Shanghai go on to enrol on an LSE 
double degree Masters. 

The fact that a relatively large number of 
students have decided to enrol on one of 
these postgraduate courses demonstrates 
both the quality of the Fudan language 
courses and the extent to which students 
have been able to immerse themselves in 
Chinese culture. The LSE-Fudan exchange is 
a bridge between undergraduate Mandarin 
studies and postgraduate courses in China. 
Over the past four years, the opportunity to 
improve their Mandarin has incentivised future 
and current postgraduate students:

“During the second year of my program, I 
will be studying in PKU and this will be a 
really good opportunity for me to improve 
my Chinese in order to get into a higher 
level at PKU. Being able to study at these 
universities, located in countries that are 
becoming ever more important for Ecuador, 
will be an invaluable opportunity for me. 
The Language Exchange Programme with 
Fudan University will allow me to be better 
prepared to live in China.”

Carlos Eduardo Santos Saint Romain
LSE-PKU Double Degree in Public 
Administration and Government,  

Msc Public Policy and Administration, 
Class of 2015

“I am currently doing a Double-
Degree Masters in Global Media and 
Communications at LSE, going to Shanghai 
for my second year. I consider it a great 
opportunity for me to go to China even 
earlier than for the start of term and to 
focus only and purely on improving my 
Chinese. At LSE, I am following level 3 
(fast track) classes; so 5 additional weeks 
in China will probably help me to improve 
one more level. Furthermore, the fact that 
I arrive in Shanghai one month before the 
actual Global Media Programme starts will 
allow me to acclimatize and to discover 
the city.”

Anja Noster
Master of Science (MSc), Global Media 

and Communications, Class of 2015

Night out in Huangshan city
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COURSE ADMINISTRATION AND STUDENT SUPPORT 

To ensure the success of student 
enrolment and help LSE students best 
prepare for the trip abroad, a range of 
activities take place before, during and 
towards the end of their trip. 

Each year, students are notified via emails 
and Student News. Two information sessions 
are provided for students who wish to apply 
for the Fudan Exchange Programme. These 
sessions provide comprehensive information 
on course details, living arrangements, 
funding opportunities and application 
deadlines and outcomes. Students are also 
provided with the opportunity to ask any 
specific questions or address any personal 
concerns. Students who participated 
previously are also invited to share their 
experiences and answer questions. 

Admission to the Mandarin courses at Fudan 
is prioritised for those LSE undergraduate 
students who have completed degree courses 
in Mandarin. However, opportunities are also 
offered to certificate course students, which 
include a mixture of postgraduate students 
and undergraduate students who could not 
take an outside option that year. 

In 2012/2013, a web page was built for the 
Programme where the students could apply 
directly online and provide an application 
statement. Photos and stories from past 
students were also shared on the web page 
to provide specific insights into the trip. 

The following is a list of support the LSE 
Language Centre has provided to the students 
who have taken part in the Fudan Exchange: 

•  A travel bursary is offered towards the 
cost of the trip. This bursary is equally 
distributed amongst LSE students.  
Students can also apply to the The Fred 
Halliday Language Award. 

•  There is a pre-departure language 
and cultural training week. Language 
sessions take place for three hours a day.  
This provides LSE students with the 
opportunity to improve their spoken 
Mandarin before going to Shanghai.  
The pre-departure week also gives students 
the opportunity to ask any outstanding 
questions about living in Shanghai for 
five to eight weeks. 

•  Wikispace is accessible for both outgoing 
LSE students and incoming Fudan students. 
This allows each cohort of students to 
communicate with each other in the 
target language, and exchange advice 
on living in either Shanghai or London. 
Communicating with natives has proven 
invaluable and teaching staff at LSE and 
Fudan are developing the use of Wikispace 
for the upcoming 2015/2016 exchange.

Students celebrating Chinese New 
Year at the LSEExchange Webpage
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•  Facebook groups have been created 
for students to support one another 
and arrange accommodation or social 
gatherings. 

•  Summer language courses and 1-2-1 
tuition are available for students who 
wish to refresh their language skills  
before departure. 

 •  Tandem sessions are offered both at LSE 
and Fudan. These tandem sessions also 
take place with visiting Fudan students.  
Meeting Fudan students provides LSE 
students with the opportunity to ask any 
questions about Fudan University or living 
in Shanghai. 

•  “WeChat” is used to keep in contact with 
LSE students when they are in China. 
Students are in contact with each other 
as well as teachers from both LSE and 
Fudan throughout the trip. 

•  An information guide is distributed 
before LSE students leave for Shanghai. 
This guide provides details and tips on 
living in Shanghai, including information 
on transportation and local services. 
The guide also includes ‘general living 
considerations’. A section provides advice 
on traffic patterns, food sanitation and 
personal security.

•  Fudan has also distributed a student 
handbook. This provides “insider” advice 
on living in Shanghai and studying at the 
university. 

•  A graduation ceremony is organized at 
the end of the study course at Fudan.  
This is a great occasion for LSE students to 
show their improved Mandarin skills and 
for senior colleagues from both universities 
to attend. 

Performing at the Graduation Ceremony
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WHAT LSE PROVIDES TO FUDAN 

The LSE Language Centre gives students 
from Fudan the opportunity to come 
and study English at LSE, a university 
with a worldwide academic reputation 
situated in the heart of London where 
the students can enjoy the cultural, social 
and recreational facilities of one of the 
world’s greatest capital cities. We offer 
the students a three week course tailored 
specifically for their needs namely, 
Summer English for Fudan LN909. 

Like Fudan, we have designed our course 
with a focus on themes relevant to the social 
sciences. The course thus allows students to 
explore topics related to “Media, Economics 
and Society”, “Politics and Society” and 
“Literature and Society”. In addition to 
improving cultural awareness, the course 
improves spoken English through engaging 
the students in debates and seminars 
and having them prepare presentations.  
Students have classes on academic writing  
and produce a survey report, plus a 1,000 word 
essay on an academic topic of their choice. 

Whilst Fudan is largely responsible for the 
promotion of the course, LSE staff provide 
information sessions annually in Shanghai. 
These sessions provide comprehensive 
information on course content, living 
arrangements, tuition and living costs, 
application deadlines and outcomes.  
They also give students the opportunity  
to ask any specific questions or address any 
personal concerns.

The summer course at LSE is designed for 
those Fudan students who have:

•  shown a commitment to improving their 
English language skills and have reached 
a minimum language proficiency of CET 6 
or IELTS score of 5.5. 

•  are interested in British culture and/or  
living and studying in London

•  are studying a social science or have 
demonstrated their interest in the study 
of the social sciences. 

Lunch out in China Town, London
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“I have welcomed 
three groups of Fudan 
students to the LSE 
and am impressed 
at how quickly 
they adapt to life in 
London and become 

part of the LSE community. They are hard-
working and enthusiastic and I enjoy seeing 
their confidence in English grow over the 
three week programme.“

Gemma Stansfield

Co-ordinating Language Teacher (EAP) 

“I have taught  
two groups of 
Fudan students and 
very much enjoyed 
teaching them each 
time as students 
work hard at their 

assignments, and are also curious about 
life in the UK and fun to teach. I enjoy 
telling jokes, and I also like it when 
students reciprocate!“ 

Chris Sciberras

Co-ordinating Language Teacher (EAP)

Having fun at Improv Session at LSE
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IMPACT OF THE EXCHANGE 

LSE Student Experiences 

The five to eight weeks studying and living  
in Shanghai have enriched students’ 
experiences at LSE. For some of them, the 
experience is life changing. Many of them 

have continued studying Mandarin at LSE 
and many of them are now working and 
living in China. The following extracts are 
what the students have written about their 
Fudan experiences. 

Summer 2013

The second LSE-Fudan language exchange course saw LSE students take the world’s 
newest global city by storm…

In July 2013, an intrepid band of beginner level Mandarin speakers set out from  
London to spend eight weeks learning at one of China’s most respected universities. 

For many this trip was their first taste 
of China and all embraced the culture 
in one of the world’s most vibrant 
global cities. This beginner level group 
was joined a fortnight later by more 
advanced speakers, some of whom, 
including myself, had attended the 
first LSE-organised course at Fudan 
in the summer of 2012.

International students at LSE

Hanging out in Wuzhen, Water Town 

near Shanghai



19Together our group of 17 students attended over 20 hours of Chinese language classes 
a week, including lectures on Chinese modern history and economic development and 
specialist language training with postgraduate students from Fudan. In only two months 
our ability to speak, read and write made remarkable progress. The fact that students 
from the beginners course in Shanghai will now go on to study the Mandarin advanced 
language degree course at LSE over the coming year is testament to all the hard work 
put in by them while in Shanghai.

However, as is to be expected from a 
group of independently minded LSE 
students, we all took the approach 
that what we could learn outside 
the classroom was just as valuable 
as the training we were receiving 
on campus. To this end, whether it 
was having late-night philosophical 
discussions with taxi drivers or 
sampling all-you-can-eat sushi,  
our Mandarin conversation skills 
were carefully honed on the streets 
of Shanghai.

Furthermore, in an effort to truly engage with Chinese culture, both the beginner and 
advanced groups performed end of course skits. With LSE Pro-Director for Teaching and 
Learning Professor Paul Kelly in attendance, the beginner group presented a critically-
acclaimed re-imagination of KungFu Panda with Lodewijk Vriens stealing the show 
with his Master Oogway. The advanced group meanwhile entertained with a news 
program (Grace Chen providing a very convincing Chinese news anchor) and classic 
Chinese pop (《月亮代表我的心 》 and 《 春天里》). The latter item was rehearsed 
at KTV and also received an enthusiastic reception when performed at a local pool bar.

It is impossible to detail all the amazing experiences we had and all the wonderful 
people we met in Shanghai this summer. We are all profoundly grateful to the LSE 
Language Centre, and in particular Catherine Xiang, for setting this exchange program 
up. Thank you to all my fellow students for making this summer so memorable and 
long may the LSE-Fudan exchange continue!

Alistair Hughes

BA International History,  
Class of 2014

Mandarin Chinese speech at the Fudan Graduation Ceremony



20 Summer 2014
This summer a group of LSE students from diverse departments embarked on a Chinese 
language study trip organized by the LSE Language Centre. Many of us, including myself, 
had the time of our lives. Every summer Fudan University, Shanghai, one of the great 
universities of China, offer two courses exclusively to the LSE- intermediate and advanced 
Mandarin. Excellent teaching, a rigorous course structure, and the ability to utilize our 
language skills outside of class made this experience unforgettable. 

As a result of 25 teaching hours weekly, all of us were able to significantly improve our 
speaking and listening skills and managed to complete our final exam with excellent grades. 
The feeling of applying what you learn during the day in class to real life situations in the 
afternoon is one of the most rewarding feelings I have ever experienced. Many of us have 
even mentioned that we felt like this trip was a kind of summer-camp. This is because 
everyone got along well with each other and we were able to build friendships for life. 
In the evenings we usually ventured out to explore Shanghai’s excellent nightlife scene. 

Climbing Mountain Hua, Shanxi Province



21Seeing the skyline of Pudong 
from a rooftop bar on the 
Bund is perhaps one of the 
most magical things you 
will do. Before we left for 
China most people thought 
it would be impossible to 
travel during the intensive 
course at Fudan University. 
On the contrary, we 
managed to travel 
almost every weekend. 
In the span of 8 weeks I 
visited Beijing’s Great Wall, 
Hangzhou’s West Lake, Suzhou’s beautiful gardens, Xi’an’s Terracotta Army, Nanjing’s 
WWII massacre memorial and climbed the famous mountains Huashan and Huangshan. 

The Fudan study experience also had an additional 
and not less significant long-term impact on my 
academic life. Gaining first insights into China’s 
culture and the higher education system,  
I quickly became convinced that, in order to 
truly understand China and further hone my 
language skills, I would have to return for a 
longer period of time. In September 2016 I will be  
moving to Beijing to complete a Masters in 
International Affairs at the prestigious Beijing 
University (PKU).

There are two things I can warmly recommend at LSE: taking a language degree course 
in Mandarin, and going on the study-exchange to Fudan University. If someone offered 
me the chance to return back to this summer’s experience at Fudan, I would get on the 
next plane and be in Shanghai by tomorrow. The fact that LSE so generously covered the 
tuition fees made it even better. I am incredibly happy I made use of this life changing 
opportunity and urge anyone and everyone in a similar position to do the same.

Thaddeus Jahn 

BSc International Relations, 
Class of 2015

Celebrating Chinese New Year on campus

Riding the Shanghai subway



Summer 2015 
Over the summer of 2015, a small group of LSE students ventured to Shanghai to study 
at Fudan University courtesy of the LSE language department. A beautiful, overwhelming 
and somewhat manic city home to over 24 million, it was an unforgettable summer. 

The course was intelligently designed, with beginners joined three weeks in by more 
advanced students, including myself, for a further five weeks. With over 20 hours of 
intensive language classes a week as well as cultural activities and lectures on Chinese 
history and economics, our language skills were greatly improved in all dimensions and 
what I learned has served me incredibly well in my studies since. Focussing on learning 
Chinese for such a long period of time enabled me to progress far faster and much further 
than I would have been able to otherwise. Furthermore, the intensity of the weeks we 
spent in Shanghai, living and studying together, brought us all together as a tightknit 
group. Despite not knowing most of the other students there before I arrived, our shared 
love for learning and for Shanghai itself enabled us to form bonds of friendship that 
have lasted ever since.

22

On top of Mountain Huang, Anhui Province



As well as the excellent teaching we received at Fudan, the experience of living in one of 
the most vibrant cities in the world was incredible. We explored everything that Shanghai 
had to offer, from watching early morning dances and Tai Chi to late night explorations 
of Shanghai’s incredible underground nightlife, equipped to do so by our constantly 
improving language skills which were reinforced by the day-to-day conversations we 
had in taxis, shops and KTV bars.

The weekends further provided us with the 
opportunity to explore the country using a 
transport system so efficient and inexpensive 
that it managed to make British National Rail 
look even worse than usual. As a group we 
climbed (and got stranded at the top of) the 
striking Huangshan mountain range, before 
travelling to the historic and picturesque 
Hangzhou. Somehow managing to arrive in 
the middle of a major flood, we were forced 
to desperately cross a city inundated with water, a feat that again would have been 
impossible without what we had learnt in the classroom and the help of an online Chinese 
dictionary. In addition, we travelled to Yangshuo, and followed the path of the Li River, 
cycling across rice fields and through rural villages in the shadow of vast limestone peaks, 
a cultural experience that no classroom could ever provide.

The graduation ceremony at the end of the course enabled us 
to reflect on all we had learnt, as well as providing us with the 
opportunity to display to the faculty of both LSE and Fudan 
our appreciation for Chinese culture by performing a dance 
to hit Chinese song 《 小苹果 》 (Little Apple) as well as a 
poor but nevertheless enthusiastic rendition of 《对不起, 我
的中文不好》.

I am unable to begin to describe or do justice to the truly 
wonderful experience in such a short article, but we are all 
undoubtedly incredibly grateful to the LSE Language Centre (who 

also fund your place on the course), Fudan University and in particular Catherine Xiang for 
making our brilliant experience in Shanghai possible. I would encourage anyone who has 
the opportunity to go to do so – what an amazing and unrivalled way to spend a summer.

Alice Bexson 

BSc International Relations,  
Class of 2016
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Shanghai, Old Town

Boat Trip on West Lake, Hangzhou
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Here are some of the stories of what those 
students are doing now. Post-Fudan trip  
case studies:

Case study 1

Alistair Hughes, graduated from LSE in 
2014. He went to the Fudan Exchange 
in two consecutive summers in 2013 and 
2014. He then went to complete his Master 
degree at Yale University with a major in East 
Asian Studies. Currently, he is continuing his 
advanced Mandarin programme at Tsinghua 
University in Beijing. 

Case study 2

Sam Martin, graduated from LSE in 2015. 
He joined the Fudan exchange in 2013 and 
progressed to advanced level in his final year of 
LSE degree. He then went back to China and 
has been living and working there since then. 

Case study 3 

Grace Chan, took Mandarin as part of her 
degree in year 2 and year 3. She went to 
Fudan exchange in her final year and loved 
Fudan so much, she then went back to do a 
full Master’s degree at Fudan University with 
a Chinese Government Scholarship. She is 
now working in Singapore. 

Cast study 4

Angel Naydenov, who is now studying MSc 
China in Comparative Perspectives at LSE, is 
another example of starting from Level 1 and 
moving on to Level 3 with 8 weeks’ training 
at Fudan. He then received “Best Performance 
Award” at the prestigious Chinese Bridge UK 
National University student competition on 
behalf of LSE in 2015. 

Angel Naydenov performing at the 
2015 Chinese Bridge CompetitionPresenting a news report

Dining at the Fudan canteen
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The exchange strengthens LSE’s link with 
Fudan University. It also strengthens the LSE’s 
link with East Asia. However, both institutions 
have benefited from the exchange. Faculty 
from LSE and Fudan have been able to 
compare and share teaching practice. Faculty 
have also been able to share their research 
findings. In December 2015, the LSE Mandarin 
team hosted the Chinese For Academic 
Purposes Conference (CAP). Professor 
Wenhua Hu, Deputy Dean at the School of 
International Culture and Communication at 
Fudan, offered an analysis of the relationship 
between CAP and subject specific Chinese 
language teaching. This ongoing dialogue 
between practitioners based in the UK and 
China demonstrates how the exchange has 
benefited both students and staff.

The relationship with Fudan now extends 
beyond the summer months. As a 
consequence of the exchange, there are 
plans for Fudan students to take part in the 

Mandarin language project “Students as 
Producers”. Students on Mandarin Chinese 
courses at LSE work collaboratively to produce 
news reports on a global event, or produce an 
interview on a current issue topic. This scheme 
offers an additional opportunity for inter-
cultural and inter-linguistic exchange between 
Fudan and LSE students. It offers the potential 
for a conference every December, where 
student participants from the universities of 
Nottingham (Ningbo campus), Sydney, Fudan, 
Columbia and New York (Shanghai campus) 
will share their productions. This scheme offers 
students the opportunity to apply what they 
have learnt in Shanghai and produce a creative 
outcome. It also enables students to stay in 
touch with the Fudan teaching staff. 

The LSE-Fudan Programme also contributes to 
a closer collaboration between the Mandarin 
and English team. The English team have 
delivered excellent courses to Fudan students. 
The English team have also enjoyed the 
experience of working with Fudan students. 

Professor Zhongwei Wu (吴中伟教授), Dean, Fudan International Cultural and 
Exchange School with Professor Paul Kelly, Pro-Director, Teaching and Learning, LSE



26 A model for additional language exchanges

By building on LSE’s existing relationship with 
Fudan, this language exchange has provided 
students with the opportunity to immerse 
themselves in global cities in both China 
and the UK. Colleagues at LSE and Fudan 
now have the means and expertise at hand 
to develop similar programmes for other 
language courses. The balance of academic 

study and cultural immersion has proved to be 
particularly innovative. It is our hope that this 
model will be adopted elsewhere so more LSE 
and Fudan students can experience different 
cultures and hone their language skills.  
LSE is a global institution of higher education. 
Its relationship with Fudan can be mirrored 
and extended across the world. 

Staff reflections 

Both LSE and Fudan staff have recognised the 
positive impact which the Exchange has had 
on students and staff alike:

“The key word is 
‘exchange’. Although 
it’s difficult at the 
moment to arrange 
an actual seamless 
exchange with students 
in real time, we want 

the spirit of the programme to be that of 
a virtual exchange. To this end we do put 

people in contact with each other before 
they swap Shanghai for London (or vice 
versa), and we try and ensure that the 
students who take part in the programme 
really do feel they are actually part of both 
institutions.”

Nick Byrne

Director, LSE Language Centre

On top of the Great Wall of China
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In July 2012, Fudan 
International Cultural 
and Exchange School 
and the LSE Language 
Centre started their 
collaboration. At the 
initiation of, and with 

support from, both Dr Catherine Xiang of 
the LSE Language Centre and Dr. Chouwen 
Zhu of Fudan International Affairs, this 
programme has been running successfully 
for the past five years. I am fortunate 
to lead an excellent team of Mandarin 
teachers to deliver this programme to 
LSE students. I am pleased to see the 
success of the collaboration based on the 
increasing student numbers as well as 
positive feedback received. I am looking 
forward to greater success in 2016 and 
hope this programme can become an 
example of excellence in terms of LSE 
Fudan collaboration.

   自2012年7月，复旦国际文化交流学
院与LSE语言中心合作，在LSE语言中心
项骅博士的积极推动下，在复旦大学外
事处朱畴文处长的帮助下，项目已经顺
利有效地进行了5年。我有幸组织复旦
国际文化交流学院优秀的教师团队负责
此项目。从双方的学生的人数和反馈结
果来看，这项合作是成功的。期待2016
年的合作更加成功，也期待此项目成为两
校合作的精品。

Professor Wenhua Hu (胡文华教授)

Deputy Dean, Fudan International 
Cultural and Exchange School 

CHINESE FOR ACADEMIC  
PURPOSES (CAP)
POTENTIAL, CHALLENGES  
AND FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS

Professor Wenhua Hu with panellists at the LSE CAP Conference

Dr. Chouwen Zhu
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“ T h e  L S E - F u d a n 
Summer Exchange 
program has not only 
enabled LSE students to 
develop higher linguistic 
skills and intercultural 
awareness, but also 

has encouraged collaborations among 
teaching staff. Teachers from LSE and Fudan 
exchange ideas on better teaching practices. 

Further discussion resulted in a proposal 
to jointly produce a CAP course book, and 
Fudan students’ participation in ‘Global 
Perspectives via Short Films’ project 2016. 
It is evident that a strong cross-university 
teaching and research collaboration has 
been derived from this exchange program.”

Dr Lijing Shi

Assistant Coordinator of Mandarin at LSE 

“As a School, LSE has 
the strategic objective 
that our graduates are 
‘globally employable’. 
The exchange with 
Fudan is an important 
element in how we 

seek to develop our students’ language, 
academic and life skills to meet this strategic 
objective. We are particularly appreciative of 

the opportunity students have to travel to 
and study in Fudan, and the very different 
academic culture they experience. Feedback 
from our students is extremely positive and 
this highlights the quality of learning that 
they receive, as well as the importance of 
the development this opportunity offers.“

Dr Neil McLean

Director, Teaching and Learning Centre

Day out in Yangshuo
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“Summer English 
for Fudan (LN909) 
has given us an 
opportunity to meet 
and teach some 
wonderful students 
from Fudan but it has 

also created an opportunity for LSE students 
to go and study in Fudan. Consequently, 
it helps LSE students develop globally 
transferable skills which will assist them 
in their academic studies and future careers.

Within the LSE Language Centre, the 
LSE-Fudan Exchange Programme has led 

to enhanced collaboration between the 
Chinese Language Team and the English 
Language Team. Through working together 
on this programme we have been able 
to share knowledge and ideas and break 
down the ‘silo’ which can sometimes 
occur between teams. This has positive 
ramifications for other projects and courses 
where we can assist each other and learn 
from each other’s strengths and skills.”  

Alison Standring 

Language Coordinator, EAP

Memories from Shanghai
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CHALLENGES AND FUTURE DEVELOPMENT 

There are several challenges for the exchange. 
One barrier to participation concerns the 
admission of students and student numbers. 
As the courses are tailor made, it is important 
to ensure that the students’ level is similar 
while ensuring the minimum student number 
is reached. 

An additional challenge concerns the starting 
date of the exchange. During the past few 
years, LSE graduation ceremonies have clashed 
with the start date of the exchange. However, 
the restructuring of the LSE academic year will 
enable graduating students to attend Fudan 
courses from the outset. 

Financial support is still needed for some 
students. The covering fee (bursary) offered 
by LSE may not be sufficient. The bursary 
covers tuition fees. Students have to pay for 
accommodation and living costs for either 
five or eight weeks. 

Finally, due to the time of the student 
exchange, currently LSE students and Fudan 
students have had less opportunity to interact 
with other since they always travel at the 
same time. 

Despite the above, overwhelmingly positive 
feedback has been received from students 
from both universities. The LSE Language 
Centre is committed to continue supporting 
students with such experiences and enabling 
them progress further in language and 
professional skills.

It is hoped that more activities will be 
facilitated to foster face-to-face interaction 
amongst students. It is also hoped more 
teacher exchange and research collaboration 
can take place between LSE Language Centre 
and Fudan University. The future allocation 
and distribution of mobility funds is always 
welcome. Fudan exchange organisers 
welcome the opportunity to work with LSE 
Advancement to investigate the potential 
use of alumni funds. For the past four 
years, scholarships have been offered to all 
participating students. These scholarships have 
covered the cost of tuition fees. The aim is to 
maintain this level of funding.

Shanghai, a global city
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APPENDICES 

Appendix 1 – An overview of exchange course design

Type of LSE student For students who:

•  reach Mandarin GCSE

•  or finish our LN104 
Mandarin Language 
and Society (Beginner) 
Degree Option 

•  or finish a Level 2  
Mandarin MFL 
Certificate Course  
at LSE

For students who: 

•  reach Mandarin A level 
above or equivalent

•  or finish LN142 or 
LN140 Language and 
Society Degree Option

•  or finish a Level 3/4/5  
MFL Certificate Course 
at LSE

Length 8 weeks; 25 teaching 
hours a week plus  
social activities.

5 weeks; 25 teaching 
hours a week plus  
social activities.

Content Intermediate – New 
Practical Chinese Reader 
book 2 and 3 (equivalent 
to LN142 Mandarin 
Language and Society).

Intermediate to Advanced 
Mandarin lessons with 
general lectures on  
social science subjects  
in Mandarin.

Exit Level A-Level. Therefore, ready 
for LN140 Mandarin 
Language and Society 
(Advanced).

Enhanced Advanced 
Level. Therefore, ready 
for LN240 Mandarin 
Language and Society 
(Proficiency) or LN340 
Mandarin Language and 
Society (Mastery) subject 
to assessment.

Number Minimum of 10 and 
maximum of 15.

Minimum of 10 and 
maximum of 15.

Course Fee 8,000 RMB. 5,000 RMB.

Accommodation Fudan Campus or  
nearby hotel.

Fudan Campus or  
nearby hotel.



32 Appendix 2 – LSE Course sample timetable

Week One – The Media, Finance and Society

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Welcome 
 

10:30-11:30

Academic 
Writing and 
Assignment

10:00-11:30

Improvisation 
for English 

Fluency

10:00-11:30

Academic 
Writing and 
Assignment

10:00-11:30

English for 
Professional 

Purposes

10:00-11:30

The Media, 
Finance and 

Society

12:00-13:00

The Media, 
Finance and 

Society

12:00-13:00

The Media, 
Finance and 

Society

12:00-13:00

BBC Trip Survey Group 
Presentations

Survey 
Group and 

Presentations

14:00-15:30

Survey 
Group and 

Presentations

14:00-15:30

Survey 
Group and 

Presentations

14:00-15:30

Week Two – Politics and Society 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Academic 
Writing and 
Assignment

10:00-11:30

Academic 
Writing and 
Assignment

10:00-11:30

Improvisation 
for English 

Fluency

10:00-11:30

Academic 
Writing and 
Assignment

10:00-11:30

English for 
Professional 

Purposes

10:00-11:30

Politics and 
Society 

12:00-13:00

Politics and 
Society 

12:00-13:00

Politics and 
Society 

12:00-13:00

Trip to the 
Houses of 
Parliament

Debate

Debates and 
Pronunciation 

14:00-15:30

Debates and 
Pronunciation 

14:00-15:30

Debates and 
Pronunciation 

14:00-15:30



33Week Three – Literature and Society 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Academic 
Writing and 
Assignment

10:00-11:30

Academic 
Grammar and 

Vocabulary

10:00-11:30

Improvisation 
for English 

Fluency

10:00-11:30

Academic 
Grammar and 

Vocabulary

10:00-11:30

Group Tutorial

Literature and 
Society 

12:00-13:00

Literature and 
Society 

12:00-13:00

Literature and 
Society 

12:00-13:00

Trip to the 
Globe Theatre

Seminar 
Discussion 

14:00-15:30

Seminar 
Discussion 

14:00-15:30

Seminar 
Discussion 

14:00-15:30

Certificate 
Giving 

Ceremony and 
Meal

Appendix 3 –  Fudan Students’ evaluation of LSE “Summer  
English” 2015 courses

Teaching Satisfaction 2015 Course Satisfaction 2015

■ 1 = Unsatisfactory      ■ 2 = Satisfactory      ■ 3 = good   
■ 4 = Very Good      ■ 5 = Excellent

2. Please rate the overall teaching. 

      100% rated the teaching as very  
good/excellent.

1.  On a scale of 1-5 how do you  
rate the course as a whole?    

      93% rated the course as very  
good/excellent.
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LSE and Fudan staff

Summer English for Fudan students, Class of 2015
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Students with their Chinese Mandarin language certificates



LSE Language Centre 
Ground Floor, 20 Kingsway 
Houghton Street 
London, WC2A 2AE

Tel: +44 (0)20 7955 6713

Email: languages@lse.ac.uk
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