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Latin 
America

= 
Nobody’s 
Backyard 



Colin Flint

Geopolitics is “the struggle
over the control of geographical
entities with an international
and global dimension, and the
use of such geographical
entities for political advantage”
(Flint 2017, p. 36).



Three Strategic Points for Geopolitics relevant to us



3 Strategic Geopolitical spots: Malacca, Suez & Panama



Latin America and the
Caribbean (LAC)

• GDP of LAC in 2018 was US $5.787 trillion (China’s
GDP in 2018 was US$13.608 trillion) (World Bank
Data 2019).

• As of 2018 the total population of LAC was estimated
at approximately 642 million (China’s population in
2018 was 1.393 billion) (World Bank Data 2019)

• GDP per capita in LAC in 2018 was US$9,023
thousand (GDP per capita in China in 2018 was
US$9,770 thousand) (World Bank Data 2019)

https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.MKTP.CD?locations=ZJ-CN
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.POP.TOTL?end=2018&locations=ZJ-CN&start=1960&view=chart
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.PCAP.CD?end=2018&locations=ZJ-CN&start=2018&view=bar


Early Cultural Diplomacy 
Asia and the Pacific Regional Peace Conference (1952)
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Diplomatic History (1)

Asia and the Pacific Regional Peace Conference (1952) in Beijing

12 countries from the region sent 110 delegates to the
conference.

Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador,
Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, and Peru.

Early example of cultural diplomacy 



Diplomatic History (2)

1954: Chinese People’s Association for Friendship is created

Beijing hesitant about LAC: Geography & Politics

VP Nixon in Peru in 1958

1960: China-Latin America and the Caribbean Friendship 
Association is created.  





China, Latin America & the 
Cold War

• Cuba established diplomatic relations with
China on 28 September 1960.

• Cooperation between Havana and Beijing
diminished drastically during the Sino-Soviet
split in the 1960s.

• Ties with China were never broken but the
engagement was minimized.
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Cuba was the first country in LAC to establish 
diplomatic ties with the PRC (28 September 

1960)



Cuba & China 
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Cuba & China 



UN Recognition 

• On 25 October 1971, a large number of
states voted to expel Taipei and seat
Beijing at the UN.

• Seven of those countries were from
Latin America: Cuba, Chile, Peru,
Ecuador, Guyana, Mexico and Trinidad
and Tobago.
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LAC Countries Votes for UN Resolution 2758 in favour of seating 
the PRC at the UN in 1971



Deng Xiaoping

Augusto Pinochet
Pragmatism
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33 countries in LAC– 25 w/China – 8 w/Taiwan (7 from CAC)
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ACCESSION 
TO THE WTO

10 Nov. 2001

The accession of China to
the WTO in 2001 facilitated
trade with the region when it
was combined and
enhanced by adoption of
the strategic Go Out policy
in 2001, as part of China’s
five year development plan.
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China is already 
the main trading 

partner of
Uruguay, Brazil, 
Peru and Chile



Signed in November 2005 by Ricardo 
Lagos, entered into force in October 
2006.

In 2017 Chile and China agreed to
upgrade their FTA.

The upgrade came into force on 1
March 2019. This is only China’s
second FTA upgrading agreement
after the China-ASEAN FTA

Signed on April 28, 2009 by Alan
Garcia, entered into force in March
2010.

On 22 November 2016, Peru and
China signed a Memorandum of
Understanding for the Optimization
of the Peru-China FTA.

Peru & China are negotiating an
upgrade of their FTA, but Lima has
not been very clear with what it
wants (due to domestic problems).

Signed in April 2010 by Oscar Arias, entered 
into force on August 1, 2011. 

For China, goods trade covers products from
textile industry, light industry, machinery,
electronics, vegetables and fruits, automobiles,
chemicals, and leather.

For Costa Rica, it covers coffee, beef, pork,
pineapple juice, frozen orange juice, jam, fish
powder, minerals and hides.
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Trump, and Biden

,

2022
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Trump & Biden are very different,
BUT “the differences, meaningful as
they are, obscure a deeper truth:
there is far more continuity
between the foreign policy of the
current president and that of the
former president than is typically
recognized” (Hass, 2021)



Geopolitics

Taiwan in LAC is one of the geopolitical dimensions of the
relationship of the region with China.

This is significant because Taiwan is only recognized by 14
countries around the world, more than 50% in LAC (8 in total).

Washington has tried to stop more countries switching
diplomatic ties from Taipei to Beijing, but this has been rejected.



Why is this important? 
More than 50% of Taiwan Allies are from CAC
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Four countries who have not endorsed the BRI 
as of 28 June 2022

1. Brazil
2. Mexico 
3. Colombia
4. The Bahamas

Plus of course the eight countries that do not have diplomatic ties with the 
PRC. 
Who funds the BRI (see below)



AIIB SIX FULL MEMBERS FROM LATIN AMERICA
(as of 28 June  2022)





Scenario 1 (short term): 
The One-China Policy is achieved throughout LAC 



Scenario 2 (medium/long term): The PRC becomes a 
major political and security actor in LAC



Scenario 3 (disruptive): LAC becomes a theatre of 
operations in a global confrontation between Washington 

and Beijing




