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Introduction

Do you remember the first map of the
world that you ever saw?

Was it an Atlantic view of the world or a Pacific
view of the world? (Latin Americans normally
see the globe from an Atlantic perspective).
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The “fall” of mainland China to communism in 1949 led
the United States to suspend diplomatic tieswith the PRC
fordecades.

On 1 October 1949, the PRC is created
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Early Cultural Diplomacy 
Asia and the Pacific Regional Peace Conference (1952)
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Asia and the Pacific Regional Peace 
Conference (1952)
50,000 attended this conference in
Beijing in 1952

Most countries in the global South
attended this conference (some Western
countries too)

It was China’s first attempt 
to attain diplomatic 

recognition 
(very successful)



Chinese People's Association for Friendship 
with Foreign Countries (1954)

In 1954 the PRC created the Chinese
People's Association for Friendship with
Foreign Countries (CPAFFC) a
putatively unofficial agency “to carry out
foreign relations work … [and to] serve
as a link in the friendly relations
between the Chinese people and … the
world” (Sutter, 2011: 70).
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THE GLOBAL SOUTH KEY IN UN 
RECOGNITION

FOR CHINA



UN Recognition, 1971 
• On 25 October 1971, a large number of
states voted to expel Taipei and seat Beijing
at the UN.

• 76 countries voted in favour
• 35 countries voted against
• 17 countries abstained
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Incredible footage from 25 October 1971
3 parts (1) US pushing a two China Policy; (2) Draft resolution by Taipei to prevent consider 
PRC’s membership (3) PRC’s Membership



More Recent Examples – this one from 1983



Important events followed the UN’s
recognition in 1971

• Once China became a UN Member, many important issues took place

ü US granted them Diplomatic Recognition in 1979 (many
other countries did the same after that)

ü China became a member of the IMF in 1980

ü China became a member of the World Bank in 1980



ACCESSION 
TO THE WTO

10 Nov. 2001

The accession of China to
the WTO in 2001 facilitated
trade with the region when it
was combined and
enhanced by adoption of
the strategic Go Out policy
in 2001, as part of China’s
five year development plan.
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March 2013  (Elected)

September 2013 (BRI Speech) 



The GLOBAL SOUTH KEY
FOR THE BRI



What is the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)? 

• China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) (一带一路) is
an ambitious programme to connect Asia with Africa,
Europe and Latin America via land and maritime
networks along six corridors with the aim of
improving regional integration, increasing trade and
stimulating economic growth.



The BRI and the Global South 



BRI: SREB & MSRI



Important Key Meetings around the BRI

• Silk Road Economic Belt (SREB): September 2013 in Kazakhstan

• Maritime Silk Road (MSRI): October 2013 in Indonesia (AIIB & NDB mentioned)

• First BRI Summit: May 2017 in Beijing (BRI formally presented to the world)

• Second BRI Summit: April 2019 in Beijing - Xi Jinping showcases the advances
of BRI (some see weaknesses)

• Four BRI Summit: December 2020 (virtual)

• Fifth BRI Summit: June 2021 (Hybrid)



Funding for the BRI



WINNERS

So Dr. Mendez Who are the Winners?

This a very difficult question – no general agreement. In my
opinion:

ü Countries in the global South are getting more political 
attention than they used to get from the US & Europe

ü They are getting more financial aid (loans & trade)

ü They are getting more infrastructure 

ü They are getting critical support (e.g. Vaccines)



LOSERS
So Dr. Mendez Who are the losers?

This a very difficult question – no general agreement. In my opinion:

ü Countries in the global South are getting too politically involved with
China (e.g. Zimbabwe)

ü They are getting more debt (sometimes impossible to pay; e.g Venezuela 

ü They are getting infrastructure projects they don’t need (e.g. Sri Lanka)

ü They are getting less effective vaccines at high prices (e.g. Sinovac 
$21USD x 2 doses vs. Pfizer at $14 x 2 doses; or Astra Zeneca at $5 x 2 
doses)

Beijing has sold 386 million doses to the region, with 226 million doses delivered, but it has merely donated 2 
million



What is the West doing about it? Too little? 
Too late?




