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Programme

11.00-11.15 Welcome and introduction to the book, The European at the United Nations: Intersecting Multilateralisms (Palgrave, 2006), by Katie Verlin Laatikainen and Karen E. Smith 

11.15-13.00 Representation and coordination of the EU at the UN. What are the mechanisms for EU representation at the UN? What can be done to increase the efficiency, effectiveness, and strength of the EU’s voice at the UN? 

Chair: Karen E. Smith

Speakers: Mary Farrell, Paul Luif

13.00-14.00 light buffet lunch

14.00-15.30 The EU as a civilian power at the UN. Is the EU an effective actor at the UN on issues such as human rights, development policy, and environmental policy? How might its impact be magnified?

Chair: Katie Verlin Laatikainen

Speakers: Paul Taylor (LSE), Chad Damro, Elisabeth Johansson-Nogués, Robert Kissack 

15.30-16.00 coffee break

16.00-17.30: The EU as a security actor at the UN. What is the EU doing to help the UN to maintain international peace and security? What more should it be doing?

Chair: Karen E. Smith

Speakers: Christopher Hill, Edith Drieskens, Thierry Tardy, Matthias Dembinski 

17.30-18.30 Where do we go from here? A roundtable summing up the day’s discussions and pointing the way forward for academic research and policy practice. Is there a crisis of multilateralism that infects policymaking in both the EU and the UN?  How effective has the EU been in the UN reform process and in making UN multilateralism matter?  Is EU multilateralism compatible with UN multilateralism?  How effective will both the EU and the UN be on the world stage in the near and medium term?

Chair: Katie Verlin Laatikainen

Speakers: Knud Erik Jørgensen, Richard Whitman, David Hannay 
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This is the first book to examine in depth the European Union’s relationship with the United Nations and to analyze critically the EU’s contribution to ‘effective multilateralism’. The contributors show that the EU most often fails to make the UN as effective as it should be in addressing global challenges: the EU is failing to lead within the UN, and yet it is still developing itself as a credible and reliable partner for the UN.
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