MSc Development Studies: Preliminary Readings 2024-25

Students who will be taking the MSc in Development Studies may want to get a head start on
reading. Here we include some recommended readings and other materials that are accessible via
the internet, as well as some books that you may want to purchase and read beforehand.

1. Four books to read before you take the course

Simon, D. (2019) Key Thinkers on Development. London: Routledge. Second edition. (A few of the
entries can be previewed here).

Chang, Ha-joon (2014) Economics: The User’s Guide: A Pelican Introduction (Penguin).

For students who have not studied economics before, this highly accessible book will provide you
with most of the foundation you need to engage with the economic ideas you will discover on the
course. For students who have studied economics, it will provide you with a perspective on the
discipline that you may not have encountered before.

Kohli, A. (2004) State-Directed Development: Political Power and Industrialization in the Global
Periphery (Cambridge University Press). The cases this book considers will be referred to throughout

the course. Kohli discusses some of the ideas in his book here.

Finally, A Radical History of Development Studies edited by Uma Kothari (2005, 2019) is well worth
reading. The first two chapters are available here.

2. Excerpts from three key books on the DV400 core course

Sen, A. (1999) Development as Freedom, Introduction and Chapter 1. A classic contribution that

explores the philosophical foundations of a liberal approach to development.

Ferguson, J. (1994) The Anti-Politics Machine, an influential critical anthropological account of

development policy and practice inspired by the ideas of Michel Foucault. Here you can find an
excerpt published in The Ecologist.

Chang, Ha-joon (2003) Kicking Away the Ladder: The Real History of Free Trade, FPIF Special Report
(December). This is from a landmark book that puts the challenges of twenty-first century

development into historical perspective.

3. Short readings and podcasts:

‘The planet’s economist: has Kate Raworth found a model for sustainable development?’, Hettie
O’Brien, The Guardian, Long Read, 8 June 2023.

Mann, Laura (2020) ‘An interview with Professor Thandika Mkandawire on African knowledge



https://www.routledge.com/Key-Thinkers-on-Development/Simon/p/book/9781138494329?gclid=Cj0KCQjwtO-kBhDIARIsAL6LorcZeCxRi1Y5mszVPtululzS36a56lPZLqg-UhWqHh-VXMUUK4-8S98aAkyOEALw_wcB
https://www.princeton.edu/~kohli/docs/SED.pdf
https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/A_Radical_History_of_Development_Studies/yU2zDwAAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=a%2Bradical%2Bhistory%2Bof%2Bdevelopment%2Bstudies&printsec=frontcover
https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/matnat/ifi/INF9200/v10/readings/papers/Sen.pdf
https://vaughanfall14.commons.gc.cuny.edu/files/2014/08/Ferguson-The-Anti-Politics-Machine.pdf
https://fpif.org/kicking_away_the_ladder_the_real_history_of_free_trade/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/jun/08/the-planets-economist-has-kate-raworth-found-a-model-for-sustainable-living
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/internationaldevelopment/2020/04/02/an-interview-with-professor-thandika-mkandawire-on-african-knowledge-systems/

systems’, April.

Baguios, A. et al. (2020) ‘How to be Anti-racist in Aid’. A discussion from the Aid Re-Imagined
initiative, moderated by ID alumnus Arbie Baguios, with Stephanie Kimou (PopWorks, Africa), Marie-

Rose Romain Murphy (Haiti Community Foundation and ESPWA, Inc and Naomi Tulay- Solanke
(Community Healthcare Initiative).



https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/internationaldevelopment/2020/04/02/an-interview-with-professor-thandika-mkandawire-on-african-knowledge-systems/
https://medium.com/aidreimagined/video-how-to-be-anti-racist-in-aid-a6eaebc54d3e

