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Research Question

What evidence exists on the
relationship of socioeconomic
position (SEP) with early childhood
growth and development in South
Asia?

Data

Exclusion

e The globally established positive association
between SEP and early child growth was
confirmed in South Asia.

e Most of the existing evidence was only in India
and Bangladesh.

e |ess clear evidence of the relationship between
SEP and wasting/underweight than for SEP and
stunting
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e Maternal occupation is changeable during early
childhood which may explain the lack of
significance of this measure.

e Non-significance may be due to inadequate
sample sizes. There were 4 articles with sample
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Search strategy: PubMed, Cochrane
Library

MEDLINE, Scopus

! from the variables that were used in five or more studies.

2 S= number of significant outcomes, n= number of total outcomes (includes significant and non-significant outcomes).

3 Percentage of all outcomes tested found to be significant for each variable.

4 Socioeconomic status (SES) score was calculated using various scales/index such as Kuppuswamy’s SES scores, Revised Kuppuswamy SES
scores and Kuppuswamy and Prasad SES scale based on SEP variables such as Parent’s education, Occupation and family income per month.

T Pool results for 4 countries, Bangladesh, India,
Nepal, and Pakistan

T T growth measures such as Height-for-age Z-score,

weight-for-height z-score





