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Output content design

Output content design is the process we use to create outputs from the information users provide in 

the census.

This process involves:

• Consulting with stakeholders

• Referencing other datasets

• Deciding output populations

• Building outputs from Census 2021 data

• Deciding classifications

• Descriptions of the data (metadata)

Our aim is to produce datasets that target users current and future information needs.
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The census 
data journey 
from the 
questionnaire 
to the output

The census 
question

Census date 
–

Date of birth  
(rounded down) 

=

RESIDENT_AGE

We work out the 
age in years 
and name the 
derived variable

Age in years, 

from 0-115

Children under 1 
have an age of 0

We provide a 
definition to help 
users interpret 
the statistic.

• Usual resident

• Households

• Communal 
establishments…

Users choose a 
population 
base for the 
data outputs

Users can 
choose 
geography for 
the output

Users can choose 
classifications. 
Checks protect 
anonymity.
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Classifications

• Every output has at least one 

classification

• These are decided based on 

research need 

• They are amended if needed 

to be non-disclosive
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Deriving new variables 
Census 2021 data can be used to give new insights into questions not directly asked in the 

census questionnaire.

• For example, we can use RESIDENT_AGE 

to derive a variable for those not in 

employment, education or training (NEETS)

• In this way, we route logic pathways to filter 

a population to fit definitions as exactly as 

possible

Aged 
16-24?

Yes

In full-time 
education?

No

Worked 
in the last 
7 days?

No
Studied 

in the last 
7 days?

No

NEETS

We're consulting on new derived variables in 

the Census 2021 outputs consultation.

Deadline for responses:

5 October 2021

census.outputs@ons.gov.uk

https://consultations.ons.gov.uk/external-affairs/census-2021-outputs-consultation/

