SRR

A PROGDAIME FOR 1983

A  Report from Projects Committee to Executive

The Government retreat over Hard Rock represents CND's first major victory. We
should use this victory as a launching pad for next year's crucial campaign to prevent

the depoyment of cruise missiles and reverse the decision to go ahead with Trident.

Up to now we have tended to act from hand to mouth. In part this reflected the
difficulty.of'building a coherent national apparatus for the hug ny expanded campaign
that was éapable of planning and executing a long-term strategy. The intelligent and
constructive tone of the CND National Council meeting in July showed that these . problems
have now been substantially overcome. The other main obstacl: to planning has been a
sense that:the campaignAshould not be allowed to 'peak too early'. The time for waiting
is over. The campc’gn must now gear itself up for what has to be a year of unprecedented
'iéctivitya From the outget of the CND revival we have scen 1933 as the key year -~ both
because the degoyment of cuuise missiles at Greenham Common is set for December '83
and because we can expect a General Election during the year. One of the campaign's aims
over. the éoming months must be to demonstrate ~‘bothin ourselves and to the‘bedy volikic!
the political power of CND. We must show that we can transform the potential power that
the aampaign clearly possesses into a real political force. This depends both on more
militant activity and a continued expansion of the broad base of support that the campaign

enjoys.

The role of civil dosobedience within the campaign (sit-downs, obstruction, ete) is
obvibusly'important, and needs more discussion than can be covered here. (We hope there
will be é paper prepared for the next National Councils It is; however, clear that if we
do not takg the initiative others will, both at the bases and-perhaps in London. It
seé@énﬁiféi‘therefore that any programme of activity for 1983 includes an element ol or
at least space for, such actions. What follows are the main heads of a time-table and
programme for '83 as they emerged from a very preliminary discussion at the Projects
Committée’rthZ-July° For obvious reasons there is more detail and discussion on the

early partof the programme.

i The Campaign Against Cruise & Trident

i) It was suggested that we should be lannching a joint campaign, not only against
Cruise, but also Trident. It was pointed out that whilst in Southern England
it is Cruise that provides the focus, in the North and more particularly in
Scotland, the focus is Trident. Also the opposition to Trident is even more
widespread than to Cruise and is probably *the battle we are most likely to win.

This could be launched either on December 12 or from National Conference.

A launch from Conference followed two weeks later by nationwide, local demon-
dtrations (torchlit processions etc) would in effect give us 'two bites at
the cherry' as well as being good advertising for those demonstrations.
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2. Ballot for Survival The proposal was made for a door-to-door canvas, along the
lines of the 1934-35 'Peace Ballot', with 4 or 5 specific questions on
Cruise, Trident and US bases. The aim would be to have an effect on the
general election that is likely to be called during '83, recognising the
difficulties that CND would face during the election period itself. The
purpose of the ballot would not be simply a laborious way of conducting an
opinion poll -~ we know We already speak for majority opinion on the immediate
issues. The purpose would be to Usbilize opinion; to impress and frighten
politicians not only with millions of signatures but with hundreds of thousand

< "of canvassers. These are obviously major questions that this proposal throws

-Hfup:

Could we carry out such a survey logistically? It is a vast undertaking
that would need the commitment of the whole campaign for some months. The
suggestion is that it could be done from January to March '83. Work is
presently being done on a pilot study to see how feasible it is.

i)

i) Would the campaign want to concentrate so completely on one-activity? One of
the advaﬁ%ages of. the proposal is that it could provide strong direction for
~the campaign over a period which is often relativelyy quiet. On the other hand
it is questionable whether local CND gropps (2)jealous of their autonomy
from the centre, will all be prepared %o commit themskelves to it. Such a
- commitment would of course be vital to the undertaking.,
iii) What gains and/or losses will be made through comparison with the 19%5 'Peace
:Ballot'? (Atomic bombs were not available at that time.) Then the Peace
Ballot was followed closely by a General Election ;and shortly afterwards by
World War Two. As a result the Bellot has sometimes been portrayed as one of
the causes of World War Two. However wrong this may be, could this lead to
damaging comparisons?

3. EHaster at Greenham Common / Aldermaston Scottish CND are planning a major demon-

stration against Trident. The suggestion for it is te organice 3 or 4 days of
action against Cruise and Trident at Greenham Common and/or Aldermaston. The
action could involve a blockade at Greenh;am and a march from Aldermaston to
Greenham. It was agreed these would © .4 to be kept separate to some degree, so

a possible programme could be:

Good Friday-Baster Sunday: a 3-day symbolic blockade of Greenham Common (and
possibly Aldsrmaston). Laster Monday - a national march between Aldermaston

and Greenham Common and rally. Projects Committee has been conducting discussions
with the Women's Peace Camvo at Greenham and other interested parties. The pro-
posal that looks most 1il" ' ; to emerge from these consultations is for CND to
support a continued emphasis on women's actions at Greenham. Specifically, in any
blockade, it should be women who sit down and risk arrest, while men (and other
women) take supporting roles. Any well-organised blockade will need at least as
many people in support roles as on the front line. (The main problem at Greenham
on March 21st was to find enough peonie for the support roles). If CND National
Conference decided to go ahead with this, then regions would be asked to take
responsibility for, say, a 1l2-hour shift in the blockade --.underbaking -(with help
from the Non-Violent Direct Action traifing collective) their own programmes
during the early months of 1983 and bringing down a well-prepared team of people
on the day. The suggestion of women's action ds not made in an exclusive spirit,
but-(a) in recognition of the fact that Greenham has become an internstional focus
for women's action, and (b) in the belief that a confrontation between women and
the forces of militarism has a specially positive contribution to mske to the image
of . the campaign as a whole.

It might be possible to organise a secand blockade; as a mixed action, at Alder-
maston, either at the same time as the Greenham action, or at a later date.

h;, Youth Festival - May Projects Committee agreed that is is vital that the
festival postponed from September '82 should go ahead in May '83%. The date
would either be 2nd May (Bank Holiday Monday) or 7th May. 1983 is GLC's
'Peace Year' and it is possible that, if the festival is on 2nd May, they would
dedicate substantial resources, making the whole weekend (Aprill 30th - May 2nd)
a time for action on peace. It could all be angled towards youth, with difference
emphasis on different days. Thus a possible programme could be:




Saturday 30th April -  Youth Forum on Peace, organised in co-operation

with GLC, ILEA, YCND, Student CND, NUS, NAFHE, local nuclear-free
authorities, etc.

‘Sunday lst May Morning: some kind of religious event co=ordinatecd by

el Afternoon: an activity with emphasis on Jobs & Peace -
including TUCND, Labour and Liberal CND, YCND.

Monday, 2nd May - March and Festival in London.

sSumner 1983 General campaigning against Cruise and Trident, probably involving

further direct action at the bases. Good dates for this could be:

4th July -~ American Independence Day.

Late July - The Greenham Common International Air Tattoo is one of the
largest military air displays in Europe and an obvious target
for possible action.

Hiroshima/Nagasaki Not discussed in the Projects Committee due to the assumption

that things would be happening. There is certainly the opportunity for
fmaking this a more important date than we did this year. War memorials
-are increasingly favoured centres for activity at this time and can be

wbrood publicity if handled carefully.

7. Geng;q} Election The last National Council started to generate ideas of how CND

coul& intervene in a General Election. There is obviously a lot more work needed
to be done om this, I1Ff the 'Ballot for Survival! Has pone ahead, it will obwiously
be on€ of the major angles we would take up.

October - TLondon The biggest ever demonstration in London. Not in Hyde Park and
not simply repeating the style of the last two years. The type of activity would
have to be determined by the politiCal situation in autumn 1983 being the most
likely time for the General FElection. The demonstration would be a consolidation
of our broad support and alauch-pad for our plans to oppose the possible deployment
of COruise in December.

Nov/Dec 1983 We will probably have had the General Election by then.Bepending
on the outcome, we may be faced with the depbyment of Cruise in December. (Though
it 15 quite possible that the dedoymnet of Cru1ue may be delayed, we must be
prepared it it 78 net.  Tlic object of our vear's compaicn should be to create a
position in which:

-~ . the vocal majority have declared against Cruise & Trident.

~ whatever the government, a majority of individual MP's are pledged against
Cruise & Trident.
our capacity to mount large-scale non-violent direct action has been tested
and demonstrated.

If, despite all that, the new government decides to go ahead with Cruise & Trident,
then we will be placed to take drastic action, e.g. mass civil disobedience in
central London - without jeopardising our majority support.

Other Events We have received a request from Scottish CND to organise a lobby

of Parliament on Trident. To be considered at next Projects Committee.




-~ @nti—Trident Campaign

In the summer of 1981, the Scottish C.N.D. took the decision, fortunately, to start a
special campaign against one particular step in the arms race : the British "Trident"
nuclear-weapons project. There are to bz 4 (British) Trident-Two (D5) giant submarines
with 16 missile-tubes each, but not necessarily 16 missiles. The missiles will have a
huge rdnge of 6,000 nautical miles. Each missile will have 14 warheads. Bach warhead
will be very accurate, can be independently targetted and even manoeuvred. The rpower of
each warhead will be either 150 kilotons (== 75 x Hiroshima destruction) or 335 kilotons

_(ﬁ: % x Hiroshima destruction). The Gavernment has implied that it will use "only" abaut
128 warheads per submarine, but obviously they could carry up to 224 warheads each
(nA.. of missiles x 'nm. of warheads). E e

" Priorities: . I would encourage almost any type of campaign or activity against nuclear= -
weapons, but the disarmament movement has to keep deciding its political pridrities,‘like“
’any.ather.political alliance. We have quite a few types af choice to make £66. = Do we
start-with the weapons most dangerous for the world? or the most unpopular snes,- {foreign
“er most unpleasant or . best known or dear)? or the newest ones? or the omés néarest

fo hand? or the-ones the military themselves are not sure about? or the ones politicians ..
seem likeliest to scrap? or the ones we could even delay or stop with boycotts,
_blackings or direct obstructions? By almost all these measures our anti-Trident -

campaign must be given the highest campaigning priority. '

. Danger: By the criterion of "danger", Trident certainly qualifies. The Trident .2 (which
Brifain is buying) has been described in America as "the most de-stabilising weapmn.ever

made", It is meant as a'second—strike_weapon at least for its-eccasional independent
British use, but it is very accurate (to 100 metres) and will normally be targetted by

N AT 05 g (first-strikéj"ﬁilitary targets.- It may well become less of a safe lagt- . ..
resort as anti-submarine warfare gets better and submarines cammot hide, Ty will further -
hold back talks on disarmament (and even arms-control) -because the U.S. and Britain

refuse to include the British nuclear weapons for negotiation.

Unpogglar: The British Trident project is @lso very unpopular. The Gallup-nell says €%
he

of The British public are against Trident. (Only 58% are against-the much more publici:2d
Gruisevmissiles;)'uln Scotland, poll results against Trident have ranged up to as high as
73% at one point. - The people seem to understand well that while everything else.gets cut,

- Trident will cost a fortune (over £10 — thousand - million), using up to 20% of the weapons

budget 1988-93. The project is a high-technology job-loser, even compared with other
weapons. Fully 45% of this money will be spent in America, for the missiles (while we
build the subs. and warheads). The "independence" of the missiles from foreign control

is very doubtful as, they will need U.S. satellite guidance. And people seem to

be grasping the grotesque scale of this evil war machine: 4 submarines of 18,000 tons, as
big as football pitches, carrying the power to cause between 1920 times and 15,008 times
the Hiroshima slaughter. - ;

Easier to Stop: the Trident is certainly a new nuclear weapons system, and that much
éasier to scrap than any established one. It is a project definitely known to be going on
in various sites throughout Britain, so attention can be focussed on the warhead work at
Aldermaston and Burghfield (Berkshire), the naval planning at Bath, the submarine building
at Barrow-in-Furness (Cumbria), the operating bases of Faslane and Coulport (Strathclyde),
the refitting at Rosyth (Fife) and perhaps the various nuclear-processing plants.

'm-s other main focus for protest is obviously Parliament. If we woik hard enough, aftgr.
the General Election, the chances of Trident being stopped are fair because all political
parties, except the extremist Conservatives in power at the mqment, are against Trident.

In fact the Establishment is deeply split on Trident, mény Tories being opposed (in
private), the army and air-force unhappy, and even much of the Navy worried about the
whole idea. Most defence experts and most of the Press are at pest lukewarm.

The Last Resort: Lastly, if the democratic process fails majority opinion on Trident, a
British-based weapons project like this could be stopped or delayed a lot, by the
financial pressuge of trade-union action for the political principle, or by popular
direct obstruction of this British project, through boycotts, blackings, go-slows, strikes
and ts. refusals/non-violent and direct-actions, large and small. (0f course, Trade-
union action and direct actions should be accompanied by continued conventional lobbying
é?d demonstrations to show continued broad support ior the campaign.)

over




Publicity: In the meantime, more publicity is definitely needed *for the Anti-Trident cause.
‘Routine press work has been well done, and the Faslane Peace Camp has helped to catch the
imagination. But perhaps some completely fresh publicity ideas are now overdue.

Can you suggest them? And carry them out?

General Campaigning: The thriving Postcard Campaign against Trident is being led by ~
Parents for Survival and therd will be an anti-Trident lobby of Parliament in February led
by British C.N.D. At Baster Scottish C.N.D.'s mass die-in, carnival and march in Glasgow
on-Saturday 2nd. April will stress the Trident question, and there may be anti~Trident
action dowf south at Aldermaston or Burghfield (as well as an event against Cruise missile).

Widening: We are asklng for the North of England to support the Glasgow event. The need to
build a stronger Anti~Trident campaign outside Scotland is clear, though there may still be
a (mostly Scottish) Convention Against Trident in May Trade Unionists especially, all
over Britain, must be madé'fully aware of the Trident issue.

Types of Argument There may stlll be an Enquiry into the huge Trident expansion planned
at Couiport, and Strathclyde Council means to hold its own enquiry. In such enquiries,
the issues will-be more local questions about safety, the environment, civil liberties and
the economlc and social mess. But the Campalgn outside the West of Scotland will.have to
stress more general anti-Trident arguments about fuelling the arms race, wastlng money,
and JObS, getting a poor overall return for the investment. (Trldent also raises questlons
about scrapplng all British nuclear weapons. )

Urgency iihe dlsarmament movement desperately needs successes, to keep apathy at bay.
Stirring and creditable failures we can't afford to waste too much time on, when there are
likely wins to consolldate. David Owen has given us fair notice that if Trident is not
stopped soon, whenever ‘too much money has been put into the project, he would then change
to supporting. Some people are saying that we must stop Cruise missiles, in 1983 or the
disarmament movement cannot move forward at all ! This is to set ourselves a task that is
very hard for several reasons, an immeasurably harder first task than stopping Trident !

»

(-

Surely we can be more confident about stopping an unpopular British project, which the
Americans are not desperate to give us, which is paid for by our taxes, which loses us Jjobs,
which escalates our arms race, which divides even the hawks themselves, which is the
decision of a Government we elect, and which (2 of __7* has to be produced, transported
and serviced here, using our own people? But we must put in the effort, and we must start
NOW .

Tan Davison

(The Anti-Trident Campaign,
420 Sauchiehall Street,
Glasgow, G2.)
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