
Rt Hon Keir Starmer MP 
Prime Minister 
10 Downing Street 
London 
SW1A 2AA 
 
 
         16 September 2025 
 
Dear Prime Minister, 
 
We are writing as members of the UK climate research community to urge you to challenge 
robustly the President of the United States, Donald Trump, about his reckless approach to 
climate change, during his forthcoming State Visit to the United Kingdom. 
 
There is not a single scientific academy in the world that rejects the evidence that climate 
change is happening and is driven by human activities, primarily the burning of fossil fuels. The 
impacts are growing in the United Kingdom and around the world. The United Kingdom has just 
experienced its warmest summer on record, during which there were hundreds of wildfires and 
heat-related deaths across the nation. The Met Office has estimated that the record warmth 
was made about 70 times more likely by climate change. 
 
These impacts, which are harming lives and livelihoods in the United Kingdom and across the 
globe, will continue to increase until the world reduces emissions of carbon dioxide to net zero. 
There are 195 Parties to the Paris Agreement which commits countries to reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions to net zero to limit the rise in global temperature to well below 2°C above pre-
industrial level. 
 
President Trump has withdrawn the United States from the Paris Agreement for a second time, 
and has abandoned domestic climate change policies. As the United States is the second 
largest emitter of greenhouse gases, after China, Mr Trump’s actions are harming lives and 
livelihoods in the United States, United Kingdom and every other country in the world. 
 
Further, Mr Trump’s administration has been purging information about climate change from 
Government websites, stopping climate research, and denying the scientific evidence provided 
by the world’s best scientists. Its actions promote ignorance and denial. 
 
Mr Trump and members of his administration have also been attempting to interfere in British 
climate and energy policy over the past few months. During his recent visit to Scotland in July, 
President Trump called for the United Kingdom to stop deploying wind turbines, and made 
several false claims about wind farms. 
 
It is critically important that you and your Government stand up to President Trump and 
challenge him about his dangerous and irresponsible approach to climate change, which is 
damaging the best interests of current and future generations in this country. 
 
Signed (in alphabetical order) 
 
Dr George Adamson, Reader in Climate and Society, Department of Geography, King’s College 

London 



Professor Richard Allan, Professor of Climate Science, Department of Meteorology and National 
Centre for Earth Observation (NCEO), University of Reading 

Professor Chris Armstrong, Professor of Political Theory, Department of Politics and 
International Relations, University of Southampton 

Dr Alexander Baker, Senior Research Scientist, National Centre for Atmospheric Science and 
Department of Meteorology, University of Reading 

Professor Dorothee Bakker, Professor in Marine Biogeochemistry, Centre for Ocean and 
Atmospheric Sciences, School of Environmental Sciences, University of East Anglia 

Professor Heiko Balzter, Director of the Institute for Environmental Futures, Space Park 
Leicester, University of Leicester 

Professor Jonathan Bamber, Professor of Earth Observation and Glaciology, University of Bristol 
Professor Michael Bentley OBE, Department of Geography, Durham University 
Professor Frans Berkhout FAcSS, Professor of Environment, Society & Climate, Department of 

Geography, King’s College London 
Daniel Black, Programme Director, Tackling Root Causes Upstream of Unhealthy Urban 

Development (TRUUD), Population Health Sciences, Bristol Medical School 
Professor Martin Blunt FREng FRS, Chair in Flow in Porous Media, Department of Earth Science 

& Engineering, Imperial College London 
Professor Alan Blyth, Professor of Atmospheric Science, National Centre for Atmospheric 

Science, University of Leeds 
Dr Maud Borie, Senior Lecturer in Environment, Science & Society, Department of Geography, 

King's College London 
Professor Sarah Bracking, Professor of Climate and Society, King's College London 
Professor Gavin Bridge, Professor of Economic Geography, Durham University 
Dr Joanna Boehnert, Reader in Transition Design and AHRC Innovation Scholar, Bath School of 

Design, Bath Spa University 
Professor John Broome, Emeritus White’s Professor of Moral Philosophy, University of Oxford 
Dr Steve Bullock, Associate Professor of Aerospace Engineering, Bristol Flight Lab, Faculty of 

Science and Engineering, University of Bristol 
Professor Andy Challinor, Professor of Climate Impacts, School of Earth and Environment, 

University of Leeds 
Dr Bethan Charles, Lecturer in Renewable Energy, School of Electrical, Electronic and 

Mechanical Engineering, University of Bristol 
Dr Mark Charlton, Associate Director of Sustainable Development, De Montfort University 

Leicester 
Dr Ryerson Christie, Associate Professor in Peacebuilding and Disasters, School of Sociology, 

Politics and International Studies, University of Bristol 
Professor Peter Convey FRSB FRES FCPS, Honorary Professor, School of Biosciences, University 

of Birmingham 
Professor Stuart Cooper, Professor of Accounting, University of Bristol Business School, 

University of Bristol 
Professor Rosalind Cornforth FRMetS, Director, Walker Institute, University of Reading 
Dr Robert Cowley, Senior Lecturer in Sustainable Cities, Department of Geography, King’s 

College London 
Professor Mark Cuthbert, School of Earth and Environmental Sciences, Cardiff University 
Dr Sarah Darby, Emerita Research Fellow, Energy Programme, Environmental Change Institute, 

University of Oxford 
Dr Anna Cronin de Chavez, Department of Geography, University of Exeter 
Dr Alix Dietzel, Senior Lecturer in Climate Justice, School of Sociology, Politics and International 

Studies (SPAIS), University of Bristol 



Dr Ashley Dodsworth SFHEA, Senior Lecturer in Politics, School of Sociology, Politics and 
International Studies, University of Bristol 

Professor Andy Dougill, Dean of the Faculty of Sciences, University of York 
Dr Eugenie Dugoua, Associate Professor in Environmental Economics, Department of 

Geography and Environment, London School of Economics and Political Science 
Professor Mark Eisler, Chair in Global Farm Animal Health, Unit Lead for Wildlife Disease and 

One Health, Bristol Veterinary School, University of Bristol 
Professor Paul Ekins OBE, Professor of Resources and Environmental Policy, University College 

London 
Dr María Paula Escobar-Tello, Senior Lecturer in Environmental Geography, Bristol Veterinary 

School, Cabot Institute for the Environment, University of Bristol 
Dr Carrie Etter, Senior Lecturer in Creative Writing, University of Bristol 
Dr. Ian Evans, Emeritus Reader in Geography, University of Durham 
Dr. Alice Evatt, Research Fellow, Oxford Net Zero and the Environmental Change Institute, 

School of Geography and the Environment, University of Oxford 
Professor Nick Eyre, Emeritus Professor of Energy and Climate Policy, Environmental Change 

Institute, University of Oxford 
Professor Robert Falkner, Professor of International Relations, Department of International 

Relations, London School of Economics and Political Science 
Professor Sam Fankhauser, Professor of Climate Change Economics and Policy, Smith School 

of Enterprise and the Environment, and the School of Geography and the Environment, 
University of Oxford 

Dr Tina Fawcett, Associate Professor and Deputy Leader Energy Team, Environmental Change 
Institute, School of Geography and the Environment, University of Oxford 

Dr Alan Feest, Senior Research Fellow in Civil Engineering, School of Civil, Aerospace and 
Design Engineering, University of Bristol 

Dr Declan Finney, Research Fellow in Cloud Physics, Institute for Climate and Atmospheric 
Science, University of Leeds 

Professor Lora Fleming Hon CBE, Emerita Professor and Chair of the European Centre for 
Environment and Human Health, University of Exeter Medical School, Faculty of Health 
and Life Science, University of Exeter 

Dr Alistair Ford, Senior Lecturer in Geospatial Data Analytics, Newcastle University and Tyndall 
Centre for Climate Change Research 

Professor Tim Forsyth, Professor of Environment and Development, Department of International 
Development, London School of Economics and Political Science 

Professor Gavin Foster, Professor of Isotope Geochemistry, University of Southampton 
Professor Hayley Fowler FRMetS, Professor of Climate Change Impacts and Director of the 

Centre for Climate and Environmental Resilience, Newcastle University 
Professor Jennifer Gabrys, Chair in Media, Culture and Environment, Department of Sociology, 

University of Cambridge 
Professor Alberto Naveira Garabato, Regius Professor of Ocean Sciences, University of 

Southampton 
Dr Rowan Gard, Lecturer in Human Geography and Sustainability, King’s College London 
Dr Alfred Gathorne-Hardy, School of Geosciences, University of Edinburgh 
Dr Mireia Ginesta, Research Associate in Climate Damages Analysis, Smith School of Enterprise 

and the Environment, University of Oxford 
Rebecca Goddard, Senior Lecturer in Cultural Production, University of the West of England 
Professor Ian Gough FAcSS FBA, Emeritus Professor, University of Bath 
Professor Hilary Graham CBE FBA, Professor of Health Sciences, University of York 
Professor Lesley Gray, Emeritus Professor, Physics Department, University of Oxford 



Professor Rosie Green, Professor of Environment, Food and Health, London School of Hygiene & 
Tropical Medicine 

Professor Groom, Dragon Capital Chair in Biodiversity Economics, University of Exeter 
Professor Michael Grubb, Professor of Energy and Climate Change, Bartlett School of 

Environment, Energy & Resources, University College London 
Professor Joanna Haigh CBE FRS FInstP FRMetS, Emeritus Professor of Atmospheric Physics, 

Imperial College London, 
Professor Ian Hall FLSW, Research Professor, School of Earth and Environmental Sciences, 

Cardiff University 
Dr Sam Hampton, Senior Researcher, Environmental Change Institute, School of Geography 

and the Environment, University of Oxford 
Professor Barbara Harriss-White FAcSS, Emeritus Fellow, Wolfson College, University of Oxford 
Professor Ed Hawkins MBE, Profssor of Climate Science, National Centre for Atmospheric 

Science, University of Reading 
Dr Michael Henehan, Senior Lecturer in Marine Geochemistry, University of Bristol 
Dr Sian Henley, Reader in Marine Science, School of GeoSciences, University of Edinburgh 
Professor Cameron Hepburn, Battcock Professor of Environmental Economics, Smith School of 

Enterprise and the Environment, University of Oxford 
Professor Peter Higgins PFHEA FRGS FRSE OBE, Chair in Outdoor Environmental & 

Sustainability Education, University of Edinburgh 
Professor Chris Hilson, Professor of Law, School of Law, University of Reading 
Dr Richard Hixson FRCA FFICM, Consultant in Critical Care Medicine, and Honorary Senior 

Clinical Lecturer, University of Exeter 
Professor Guy Howard, Global Research Chair in Environmental and Infrastructure Resilience, 

and Director of the Cabot Institute for the Environment, University of Bristol 
Dr Diana Ivanova, Lecturer in Environmental and Climate Governance, School of Earth and 

Environment, University of Leeds 
Dr Rachel James, Associate Professor in Climate Science, School of Geographical Sciences, 

University of Bristol 
Dr Neil Jennings, Grantham Institute- Climate Change and Environment, Imperial College 

London 
Professor Helen Johnson, Professor of Ocean and Climate Science, Department of Earth 

Sciences, University of Oxford 
Professor Philip Jones, Emeritus Professor, School of Environmental Sciences, University of East 

Anglia 
Dr Eric Kemp-Benedict, Sustainability Research Institute, University of Leeds 
Professor Toby Knowles, Emeritus Professor of Farming and Food Science, School of Veterinary 

Science, University of Bristol 
Dr Natalie Kopytko, Lecturer, Sustainability Research Institute, School of Earth and 

Environment, University of Leeds 
Professor Caroline Lear, Professor of Past Climates and Earth System Change, Cardiff University 
Professor Tim Lenton, Chair in Climate Change, University of Exeter 
Professor Stephan Lewandowsky FAcSS FAPS, School of Psychological Science, University of 

Bristol 
Professor David Lewis, Professor of Anthropology and Development, Department of 

International Development, London School of Economics and Political Science 
Dr Emily Lines, Associate Professor in Physical Geography, University of Cambridge 
Professor Peter Liss CBE FRS, Emeritus Professor, School of Environmental Sciences, University 

of East Anglia 
Professor Matthew Lockwood, Professor of Energy and Climate Policy, University of Sussex 



Dr Susanne Lorenz, Lecturer in Climate Change Adaptation, Sustainability Research Institute, 
University of Leeds 

Professor Sherilyn MacGregor, Director of The Centre for Joined-Up Sustainability 
Transformations (JUST), University of Manchester 

Dr Erik Mackie, Head of Research Engagement, Cambridge Zero, University of Cambridge 
Dr David Macleod, Lecturer in Climate Risk, School of Earth and Environmental Sciences, 

Cardiff University 
Professor Geoffrey Maitland CBE FREng FIChemE, Professor of Energy Engineering, Department 

of Chemical Engineering, Imperial College London 
Dr Michael Malay, Senior Lecturer in English and Environmental Humanities, University of 

Bristol 
Professor John Marsham, Professor of Atmospheric Science, University of Leeds 
Dr Noreen Masud, Associate Professor in Creative and Critical Writing, Department of English, 

University of Bristol 
Dr Ben Maybee, Research Fellow in Tropical Meteorology, Institute for Climate and Atmospheric 

Science, School of Earth and Environment, University of Leeds 
Dr Papiya Mazumdar, Lecturer in Global Health, School of Politics and International Studies 

(POLIS), Faculty of Social Science, University of Leeds 
Dr Lucy McCarthy, Reader in Management, University of Bristol Business School, University of 

Bristol 
Professor Petra Meier FAcSS, Healthy & Equitable Futures Lead, School of Health and 

Wellbeing, University of Glasgow 
Professor Christopher Merchant, National Centre for Earth Observation, University of Reading 
Professor Neil Metcalfe FRSE, School of Biodiversity, One Health and Veterinary Medicine, 

University of Glasgow 
Professor John Methven, Professor in Atmospheric Dynamics, University of Reading 
Professor Lucie Middlemiss, Professor of Environment and Society, School of Earth and 

Environment, University of Leeds 
Professor Pat Monaghan FRS FRSE, Regius Professor of Zoology, School of Biodiversity, One 

Health and Veterinary Medicine, University of Glasgow 
Professor Hugh Montgomery OBE FMedSci FRCP(Lond) MD, Professor of Intensive Care 

Medicine, University College London, and Co-Chair, Lancet Countdown on Health and 
Climate Change 

Professor Andy Morse, Professor of Climate Impacts, University of Liverpool 
Professor John Morton, Professor of Development Anthropology and Co-Lead of the Climate 

Change Research Group, University of Greenwich 
Dr Dorothea Moser, Department of Earth Sciences, University of Cambridge 
Dr David Naafs, Associate Professor in Organic Chemistry, School of Chemistry, University of 

Bristol 
Professor Peter Newell, Professor of International Relations, Department of International 

Relations, School of Global Studies, University of Sussex 
Dr Jack Nicholls, Lecturer in the School of Sociology, Politics and International Studies (SPAIS), 

University of Bristol 
Dr Anisha Nijhawan, Senior Research Associate in WASH and Environmental Health, School of 

Civil, Aerospace and Design Engineering, University of Bristol 
Dr Rodolfo Nóbrega, Senior Lecturer in Hydrology, School of Geographical Sciences, University 

of Bristol 
Dr Mike O’Sullivan, Lecturer, University of Exeter 
Professor Friederike Otto, Professor of Climate Science, Centre for Environmental Policy, 

Imperial College London 



Professor Jouni Paavola, Sustainability Research Institute, School of Earth and Environment, 
University of Leeds 

Dr James Painter, Research Associate, Reuters Institute for the Study of Journalism, Department 
of Politics and International Relations. University of Oxford 

Professor Richard Pancost, Professor of Biogeochemistry (Earth Systems), Cabot Institute for 
the Environment, University of Bristol 

Dr Kasia Paprocki, Associate Professor in Environment, Department of Geography and 
Environment, London School of Economics and Political Science 

Professor Matthew Paterson, Professor of International Politics, University of Manchester 
Dr Wouter Peeters, Associate Professor of Global Ethics, Department of Philosophy, University 

of Birmingham 
Professor Arthur Petersen, Professor of Science, Technology and Public Policy, Department of 

Science, Technology, Engineering and Public Policy, University College London 
Professor Jennifer Pike, Head of School, School of Earth and Environmental Sciences, Cardiff 

University 
Dr James Porter, Senior Lecturer in Environment, Science and Policy, Department of Geography, 

King’s College London 
Dr Hamid Pouran, Program Leader for MSc Sustainability and Climate Change, University of 

Wolverhampton 
Kaden Pradhan, Visiting Researcher, Centre for Environmental Policy, Imperial College London 
Professor John Pyle CBE FRS, Emeritus Professor, Yusuf Hamied Department of Chemistry, 

University of Cambridge 
Professor Claire Quinn, Professor in Natural Resource Management and Co-Director of the Food 

Systems Research Network for Africa, Sustainability Research Institute, School of Earth 
and Environment, University of Leeds 

Professor Chris Rapley CBE MAE, Professor of Climate Science, Department of Earth Sciences, 
University College London 

Dr Charlotte Ray, Research Fellow in Equitable Energy Systems, School of Electrical, Electronic 
and Mechanical Engineering, University of Bristol 

Dr Tim Rayner, Research Fellow, Tyndall Centre for Climate Change Research, School of 
Environmental Sciences, University of East Anglia 

Dr Olivia Reddy, Research Associate, School of Civil, Aerospace and Design Engineering, 
University of Bristol 

Professor Nick Robins, Professor in Practice - Sustainable Finance and Chair, Just Transition 
Finance Lab, Grantham Research Institute on Climate Change and the Environment, 
London School of Economics and Political Science 

Dr Ges Rosenberg, Research Fellow in Engineering Systems and Design, Department of 
Mechanical Engineering, University of Bristol 

Dr Rafael Rosolem, Associate Professor in Water and Climate, School of Civil, Aerospace and 
Design Engineering, University of Bristol 

Professor Erin Saupe, Professor of Palaeobiology, Department of Earth Sciences, University of 
Oxford 

Professor Daniela Schmidt, Professor of Earth Sciences, School of Earth Sciences, University of 
Bristol 

Professor Tim Schwanen FAcSS, Professor of Transport Geography and Director of the Transport 
Studies Unit, University of Oxford 

Dr Cat Scott, Associate Professor of Biosphere-Climate Interactions, University of Leeds 
Professor Andrea Sella, Professor of Chemistry, Department of Chemistry, University College 

London 
Professor Henry Shue, Centre for International Studies, University of Oxford 



Professor Martin Siegert, Vice-President and Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Cornwall), University of 
Exeter 

Professor David Simon FAcSS, Professor of Development Geography, Department of Geography, 
Royal Holloway, University of London 

Dr Jacob Smith, Epidemiology and Modelling Group, Department of Plant Sciences, University 
of Cambridge 

Professor Jo Smith, Professor of Soil Organic Matter and Nutrient Modelling, University of 
Aberdeen 

Professor Pete Smith FRS FRSE FNA FEurASc FI Soil Sci FRSB, Professor of Soils & Global 
Change, Institute of Biological and Environmental Sciences, School of Biological 
Sciences, University of Aberdeen 

Professor Martin Solan, Professor of Marine Ecology, University of Southampton 
Professor Lindsay Stringer MBE, Professor in Environment and Development, Director of the 

York Environmental Sustainability Institute (YESI), and Associate Director, Leverhulme 
Centre for Anthropocene Biodiversity (LCAB), University of York 

Professor Anne Tallontire, Professor of Sustainability and Business, University of Leeds 
Dr Tse-Hui Teh, Associate Professor in Urban Design and Planning, The Bartlett School of 

Planning, UCL Bartlett Faculty of the Built Environment, University College London 
Richard Templer OBE FRSC FRSA, Professor Emeritus in Climate Innovation, Imperial College 

London 
Professor David Thomas, Professor of Geography, University of Oxford 
Dr Judith Thornton, Low Carbon Research Fellow, Aberystwyth University 
Professor John Thuburn, Department of Mathematics and Statistics, University of Exeter 
Dr Aisling Tierney, Lecturer, Bristol Institute for Learning and Teaching, University of Bristol 
Professor Ralf Toumi, Director, Grantham Institute- Climate Change and Environment and 

Department of Physics, Imperial College London 
Dr Eleni Toumpanaki CEng MICE, Senior Lecturer in Civil Engineering, Department of Civil 

Engineering, University of Bristol 
Professor Alexandra Turchyn, Department of Earth Sciences University of Cambridge 
Mitch Turnbull FRSA, Senior Research Associate in Immersive Natural History Experiences, 

Faculty of Engineering, School of Computer Science, University of Bristol 
Professor Andrew Turner, National Centre for Atmospheric Science and Department of 

Meteorology, University of Reading 
Dr Elia Valentini FHEA, Senior Lecturer, Department of Psychology and Centre for Brain Science, 

University of Essex 
Professor Rick Van Der Ploeg, Professor of Economics and Research Director of the Oxford 

Centre for Analysis of Resource Rich Economies (OXCARRE), University of Oxford 
Bob Ward FGS FRGS FEI, Policy and Communications Director, Grantham Research Institute on 

Climate Change and the Environment, London School of Economics and Political Science 
Professor Jim Watson, Professor of Energy Policy and Director of the UCL Institute for 

Sustainable Resources, University College London 
Professor Gail Whiteman, Hoffmann Impact Professor for Accelerating Action on Nature & 

Climate, University of Exeter 
Dr David Williams, Associate Professor in Sustainability and the Environment, School of Earth 

and Environment, University of Leeds 
Professor Ric Williams, Chair in Ocean & Climate Sciences, University of Liverpool 
Dr David Wilson, Lecturer, Department of Earth Sciences, University College London 
Dr Bettina Wittneben, Departmental Lecturer in Management, Saïd Business School, University 

of Oxford 
Professor Eric Wolff FRS, Royal Society Research Professor, Department of Earth Sciences, 

University of Cambridge 



Professor Hendrik Wolff, Professor of Environmental Economics, Department of Geography and 
Environment, London School of Economics and Political Science 

Professor Tim Woollings, Professor of Physical Climate Science, Department of Physics, 
University of Oxford 

Professor Stavros Zenios, Professor in Operations Management and Finance, Durham University 
Business School 


