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This seminar will present data from a multi-disciplinary EPSRC funded research programme of climate change related decision making (2006-2008). The research objectives were to understand how people make decisions about climate change, to assess the impact of demographic and psychological characteristics on choice, and to engage the public in the process and outcomes. We carried out two large scale studies.
Study 1 focused on aviation and its threat to global warming using an on-line questionnaire(N=964). One component of this study examined perceptions of climate change and interest in related information. The results showed that age, gender and political affiliation were aligned closely with particular attitudes towards climate change. The second component of  Study 1 examined the decision processes that influence aviation-related choice, and whether information presentation (framing) influences choice. Data showed susceptibility to information framing was associated with youth, little use of either information search or heuristic decision making strategies, low perceived likelihood of the hazard, and variability in what participants perceived to be of positive valence to them. 
Study 2 focused on flooding and individual level decisions about flooding given the possibility of increased future flood events. Data were gathered using an on-line survey (N=3000) and an on-line discussion forum. While 30% had observed flooding in their area due to rising drain water and 20% due to river flooding, only 6% of participants believed they were likely to experience a flood in their home. Early analysis indicates that flood protection devices for individual homes are perceived as costly and unnecessary. However, targeted information could increase acknowledgement of flood threat and motivation for purchasing these devices.  
The implications for understanding decision making and developing communication about climate change are discussed.
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