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the social life of things 
Appadurai 1988 

 
it is by following the social life 
of things,  things-in-motion  
that we are able to illuminate 

their human and social 
context   

 

 



 

 

 

 
Ȱaccount for the social 

dimensions of new 
biomedical 

technologiesȱ through 
thick description and 
ȰÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ÁÒÏÕÎÄȱ  

  

 
 
 

the social life of PGD 
Franklin and Roberts 2006 



the social life of money 
Dodd 2014 

 
a process, not a thingȣvalue 

derives from the dynamic, 
ever-changing, and often 

contested social relations that 
sustain its circulation 

 

 



the social life of DNA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

×  ȰÓÐÉÌÌÏÖÅÒȱ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ÓÉÔÅÓ ÏÆ ÇÅÎÅÔÉÃ 
 analysis, from genealogical uses to 
 other domains (e.g., forensic or 
 medical) and back again 
 
×  multiple uses to which one type of 

 genetic analysis is put (e.g., genetic 
 ancestry testing) 

 

 





Venture Smith 

(1729-1805)  







reconciliation projects 

 

sites and practices in which genetic analysis 
is put to the task of resolving controversies or 
answering questions about the past (e.g. La 
Asociación Civil Abuelas de Plaza de Mayo) 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mary-Claire King;  Grandmothers of 
the May Plaza (La Asociación Civil 
Abuelas de Plaza de Mayo) 



reconciliation projects 

  

 e.g., resolution of the injuries produced 
by racial slavery is sought through the 

employ of  genetic analysis 





From the African Burial Ground Project 

African Ancestry, Inc. 



African Ancestry, Inc . 





ÔÈÅ Ȱsaraȱȡ Á ÒÅÃÏÎÃÉÌÉÁÔÉÏÎ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ  
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Deadria Farmer-Paellmann 



Farmer-Paellmann v. FleetBoston (2002) 







 
January 2004 dismissal: 

 

[the Plaintiffs cannot establish a personal injury 
sufficient to confer standing by merely alleging 

some genealogical relationship to African-
Americans held in slavery over one-hundred, two-

hundred, or three-hundred years ago. 



Outside the U.S. Court of Appeals (Chicago) 





 March 2005 dismissal: 

 

'ÅÎÅÔÉÃ ÍÁÐÐÉÎÇȟ ÏÒ $.! ÔÅÓÔÉÎÇȟ ȣÁÌÏÎÅ ÉÓ ÉÎÓÕÆÆÉÃÉÅÎÔ 
to provide a decisive link to a homeland.  



The New Yorker 













Ȱ4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ Á ÄÉÓÅÍÂÏÄÉÅÄ ÇÒÏÕÐ ÏÆ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȟ ×ÈÏ 
are nameless and facelessȣThese are real people 
×ÉÔÈ ÒÅÁÌ ÎÁÍÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÁÌ ÄÅÓÃÅÎÄÁÎÔÓȢȱ ɀRichard 
Cellini in The New York Times 
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