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Considering the large number of
approaches that provide inference on influ-
enza activity (16—19), does this mean that
the current version of GFT 1s not useful?
No, greater value can be obtained by com-
bining GFT with other near-real time
health data (2, 20). For example, by com-
bining GFT and lagged CDC data, as well
as dynamically recalibrating GFT, we can

substantially improve on the performance
of GFT or the CDC alone (see the chart).
This i1s no substitute for ongoing evaluation
and improvement, but, by incorporating this
information, GFT could have largely healed
itself and would have likely remained out of
the headlines.

14 MARCH 2014

Source: D. Lazer, R. Kennedy, G. King, A. Vespignani. “The Parable of Google Flu: Traps in Big Data Analysis,” Science, vol.

343, March 14, 2014
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Schizophrenia GWAS: Number of significant loci

3,500 cases <~ 0 loci
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Source: Manolis Kellis, “Importance of Access to Large Populations,” Big Data Privacy Workshop:
Advancing the State of the Art in Technology and Practice, Cambridge, MA, March 3, 2014
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Samsung Smart TV
privacy policy

Recognition features to you. In addition, Samsung
may collect and your device may capture voice
commands and associated texts so that we can
provide you with Voice Recognition features and
evaluate and improve the features. Please be aware
that if your spoken words include personal or other
sensitive information, that information will be among
the data captured and transmitted to a third party
through your use of Voice Recognition.

If you do not enable Voice Recognition, you will not
be able to use interactive voice recognition features,
although you may be able to control your TV using
certain predefined voice commands. While Samsung
will not collect your spoken word, Samsung may still
collect associated texts and other usage data so that

George Orwell, 1984

Behind Winston's back the voice from the telescreen
was still babbling away about pig-iron and the
overfulfilment of the Ninth Three-Year Plan. The
telescreen received and transmitted simultaneously.
Any sound that Winston made, above the level of a
very low whisper, would be picked up by it, moreover,
s0 long as he remained within the field of vision which
the metal plaque commanded, he could be seen as well
as heard. There was of course no way of knowing
whether you were being watched at any given moment.
How often, or on what system, the Thought Police
plugged in on any individual wire was guesswork. It
was even conceivable that they watched everybody all
the time. But at any rate they could plug in your wire
whenever they wanted to. You had to live--did live,
from habit that became instinct--in the assumption that
every sound you made was overheard, and, except in
darkness, every movement scrutinized.
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thank you

KennethCukier@Economist.com

@kncukier
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