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More people are participating in education than ever 
before

Proportion of population with tertiary education, and difference in attainment between 25-34 and 55-64 year-olds (2011) 
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Between 1995 and 2011, entry rates into university programmes 
increased by more than 20 percentage points

Entry rates into tertiary-type A education (2000, 2011)
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The average graduate with a bachelor's degree is 27 
years old 

Average age of graduates at ISCED 5A level and age distribution (2011)
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One-quarter of spending on educational institutions is 
devoted to tertiary education 

Expenditure on educational institutions, from public and private sources, as a percentage of GDP (2010)
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In nearly all countries, expenditure per student rises 
with the level of education 

Expenditure per student by educational institutions for all services, at various levels of education relative to primary education (2010) - Primary education = 100
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Between 2008 and 2010, only five countries cut 
public expenditure on educational institutions

Index of change between 2008 and 2010 in expenditure on educational institutions as a percentage of GDP, for all levels of education (2008=100, 2010 constant prices)
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In some major countries expenditure per tertiary student did not 
always keep pace with increases in tertiary enrolment 

Change in expenditure per student by educational institutions (2005 = 100, 2010 constant prices )

 60
 70
 80
 90

 100
 110
 120
 130
 140
 150
 160
 170
 180

E
st

on
ia

Ko
re

a
Po

la
nd

Ire
la

nd
B

ra
zi

l
Fi

nl
an

d
Fr

an
ce

Ja
pa

n
Ita

ly
S

w
ed

en
Sp

ai
n

E
U

21
 a

ve
ra

ge
H

un
ga

ry
B

el
gi

um
C

hi
le

O
E

C
D

 a
ve

ra
ge

C
ze

ch
 R

ep
ub

lic
P

or
tu

ga
l

M
ex

ic
o

S
lo

ve
ni

a
S

lo
va

k 
R

ep
ub

lic
D

en
m

ar
k

N
et

he
rla

nd
s

A
us

tra
lia

N
or

w
ay

Is
ra

el
U

ni
te

d 
K

in
gd

om
N

ew
 Z

ea
la

nd
U

ni
te

d 
S

ta
te

s
R

us
si

an
 F

ed
er

at
io

n
A

us
tri

a
Ic

el
an

d
S

w
itz

er
la

nd

Index of change 
(2005=100)

Change in expenditure
Change in the number of students (in full-time equivalents)
Change in expenditure per student

Tertiary education

Chart B1.6-2



Spending on educational institutions from private 
sources 

Share of private expenditure on educational institutions (2010)
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The share of private expenditure on tertiary institutions 
increased from 24% in 2000 to 32% in 2010

Share of private expenditure on tertiary educational institutions (2000, 2005 and 2010)
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Australia, Canada, France, Germany, the United Kingdom and 
the United States together receive more than 50% of all foreign 
students worldwide.

Percentage of all foreign tertiary students enrolled, by destination (2000, 2011)
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Men with a tertiary degree will earn 62% more than 
those with only upper secondary education.

Relative earnings of 25-64 year-old employed men, by educational attainment (2011)
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Women with a tertiary degree will earn 61% more 
than those with only upper secondary education

Relative earnings of 25-64 year-old employed women, by educational attainment (2011)
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