Neil Cummins

n.j.cummins@lse.ac.uk
neilcummins.com

EMPLOYMENT
2022- Professor of Economic History, London School of Economics
2019- Centre for Economic Policy Research Research Fellow

2016-22 Associate Professor of Economic History, LSE
2013-16 Assistant Professor of Economic History, LSE
2009-13 Assistant Professor of Economics, Queens College, City University of New York

EDUCATION

2009 PhD in Economic History, LSE

2004 MSc in Economic History, LSE

2002 BA in Economics, University College Dublin
ARTICLES

Cummins, Neil. 2025. “The Causal Effects of Education on Age at Marriage and Marital
Fertility,” forthcoming at Furopean Review of Economic History. Paper.

Clark, Gregory and Neil Cummins. 2025. “Hypergamy Reconsidered: Marriage in England,
1837-2021,” PLOS One, 20(2): €0316769. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0316769 Paper.

Cummins, Neil and Cormac O Grada. 2025. “The Irish in England," Journal of Economic
History, 85(1): 180-214. Paper.

Cummins, Neil. 2024. “Ethnic Wealth Inequality in England and Wales, 1858-2018, ” FExplo-
rations in FEconomic History, 94: 101617 Paper.

Clark, Gregory, Neil Cummins, and Matthew Curtis. 2024. “How did the European
Marriage Pattern persist? Social versus familial inheritance: England and Quebec, 1650-1850,”
Economics € Human Biology, 54 101383. Paper.

Clark, Gregory, Neil Cummins, and Matthew Curtis. 2024. “Three New Occupational Sta-
tus Indices for England and Wales, 1800-1939,” Historical Methods: A Journal of Quantitative
and Interdisciplinary History, 57(1): 41-66. Paper.

Cummins, Neil. 2022. “The Hidden Wealth of English Dynasties, 1892-2016,” Economic History
Review, 75(3): 667-702 Paper.

Cummins, Neil and Cormac O Grada. 2022. “Artisanal Skills, Apprenticeship, and The
English Industrial Revolution: Prescot And Beyond," Northern History, 59(2): 216-38 Paper.

Cummins, Neil. 2021. “Where is the Middle Class? Evidence from 60 million English Death and
Probate Records, 1892-1992,” Journal of Economic History, 81(2): 359-404. Paper. AWARDED
THE 2021 ARTHUR H. COLE PRIZE FOR THE BEST ARTICLE IN THE JOURNAL OF ECONOMIC
HisTORY

Cummins, Neil and Cormac O Grada. 2021. "On the Structure of Wealth-Holding in Pre-


neilcummins.com
http://neilcummins.com/ed_f.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0316769
http://neilcummins.com/hypergamy.pdf
http://neilcummins.com/tie_cog.pdf
http://neilcummins.com/Cummins2024_ew_wp.pdf
http://neilcummins.com/Clark2024b.pdf
http://neilcummins.com/Clark2024a.pdf
http://neilcummins.com/Cummins_hw_ehr.pdf
http://neilcummins.com/PrescotandBeyond.pdf
http://neilcummins.com/Cummins2021.pdf

Famine Ireland," Irish Economic and Social History, 48(1): 108-134 Paper.

Cummins, Neil. 2020. "The Micro-Evidence for the Malthusian System. France, 1670-1840,"
European Economic Review, 129:103544. Paper.

Clark, Gregory, Neil Cummins and Matthew Curtis. 2020. “Twins Support Absence of
Parity-Dependent Fertility Control in Pre-Transition Western European Populations” Demog-
raphy, 57: 1571-1595. Paper.

Clark, Gregory, and Neil Cummins. 2019. “Randomness in the Bedroom: There is No
Evidence for Fertility Control in Pre-Industrial England,” Demography, 56(4): 1541-1555. Paper.

Cummins, Neil. 2017. “Lifespans of the European Elite, 800-1800,” Journal of Economic History,
77(2): 406-439. Blog. Paper.

Cummins, Neil, Cormac O Grada and Morgan Kelly. 2016. “Living Standards and Plague
in London, 1560-1665,” Economic History Review, 69(1): 3-34. Paper. Data+Replication Files.

Clark, Gregory and Neil Cummins. 2015. “Is Most Wealth Inherited or Created? England,
1858-2012,” Tax Law Review, 68(3): 517-544. Paper.

Clark, Gregory and Neil Cummins. 2015. “Surnames and Social Mobility,” Human Nature,
25(4): 517-37. Link. Paper.

Clark, Gregory and Neil Cummins. 2015. “Intergenerational Mobility in England, 1858-2012.
Wealth, Surnames, and Social Mobility,” Economic Journal, 125(582): 61-85. Link. Paper.
Data-+Replication Files.

Clark, Gregory and Neil Cummins. 2015. “Malthus to Modernity: Wealth, Status and Fertility
in England, 1500-1879,” Journal of Population Economics, 28(1): 3-29. Link. Paper.

Clark, Gregory, Neil Cummins, Yu Hao and Dan Diaz Vidal. 2015. “Surnames: a New
Source for the History of Social Mobility,” Ezplorations in Economic History, 55:3-24. Link.
Paper.

Cummins, Neil. 2013. “Marital Fertility and Wealth during the Fertility Transition: Rural
France, 1750-1850,” Economic History Review, 66(2): 449-76. Link. Paper.

Cummins, Neil. 2011. “Why Did Fertility Decline?” (PhD Summary), Journal of Economic
History, 71(2): 465-8. PhD Summary. Complete PhD (2009).

Clark, Gregory, and Neil Cummins. 2009. “Urbanization, Mortality, and Fertility in Malthu-
sian England,” American Economic Review: Papers and Proceedings, vol. 99(2): 242-7. Link.
Paper.

BOOKS
Clark, Gregory, Neil Cummins, Dan Diaz Vidal, Yu Hao, Tatsuya Ishii, Zach Landes,
Daniel Marcin, Kuk Mo Jung, Ariel Marek, and Kevin Williams. 2014. The Son
Also Rises: Surnames and the History of Social Mobility: Surnames and the History of Social
Mobility, Princeton University Press.

BOOK CHAPTERS
Clark, Gregory, and Neil Cummins. 2014. “Inequality and social mobility in the Era of the

IT


http://neilcummins.com/prefamine_wealth.pdf
http://neilcummins.com/henry_malthus_final.pdf
http://neilcummins.com/twins_demogrpahy.pdf
http://neilcummins.com/randomF_demography.pdf
http://positivecheck.blogspot.co.uk/2014/10/lifespan-from-dark-ages-to-industrial.html
http://neilcummins.com/Cummins2017.pdf
http://neilcummins.com/Papers/Cummins2016.pdf
http://neilcummins.com/london_data.zip
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs12110-014-9219-y#page-1
http://neilcummins.com/Papers/Clark_Cummins_Science_2013.pdf
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/ecoj.12165/abstract
http://neilcummins.com/Papers/Clark_Cummins_1800-2011.pdf
http://neilcummins.com/Clark_Cummins_EJ2014_Data_Replication.zip
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs00148-014-0509-9
http://neilcummins.com/Papers/MTOM2013.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S001449831400045X
http://neilcummins.com/Papers/EEH 2014-1.pdf
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1468-0289.2012.00666.x/abstract
http://neilcummins.com/Papers/Cummins_EHR_2012.pdf
http://neilcummins.com/Papers/CUMMINS_JEH_2011.pdf
http://etheses.lse.ac.uk/39/1/Cummins_Why_did_fertility_decline.pdf
https://www.aeaweb.org/articles.php?doi=10.1257/aer.99.2.242
http://neilcummins.com/Papers/AER_2009.pdf

Industrial Revolution,” in Roderick Floud, Jane Humphries and Paul Johnson (eds.), Cambridge
Economic History of Modern Britain, Vol. 1. 211-236. Ebook. Chapter.

Baines, Dudley, Neil Cummins and Max-Stephan Schulze. 2010. “Population and Liv-
ing Standards, 1945-2000,” in Steven Broadberry and Kevin O’Rourke (eds.), The Cambridge
Economic History of Modern Europe, Vol. II: 390-420, Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University
Press. Ebook. Chapter.

BOOK REVIEWS
Cummins, Neil. 2024. Review of “As Gods Among Men: A History of the Rich in the West by
Guido Alfani” forthcoming at Journal of Economic Literature. Link.

Cummins, Neil. 2017. Review of “Mortality, Marriage and Population Growth in England,
1550-1850. By Peter Razzell” Journal of Economic History, 77(3): 954-6. Link.

Cummins, Neil. 2016. Review of “Population, Welfare and Economic Change in Britain 1290-
1834. Edited by Chris Briggs, P. M. Kitson, and S. J. Thompson.” Journal of Interdisciplinary
History, 46(3): 436-7. Link.

WORKING PAPERS
Clark, Gregory and Neil Cummins. 2024. “Matriline versus Patriline: Social Mobility in
England, 1754-2023,” LSE Economic History Working Papers No.366. Paper.

Clark, Gregory, Neil Cummins and Matt Curtis. 2023. “Measuring Mobility: Intergener-
ational status mobility across time and place,” Centre for Economic Policy Research Working
Paper DP17788. Paper.

Clark, Gregory, Neil Cummins and Matt Curtis. 2022. “The Mismeasure of Man: Why In-
tergenerational Occupational Mobility is Much Lower than Conventionally Measured, England,
1800-2021,” Centre for Economic Policy Research Working Paper DP17346. Paper.

Clark, Gregory and Neil Cummins. 2022. “ Assortative Mating and the Industrial Revolution:
England, 1754-2021,” Centre for Economic Policy Research Working Paper DP17074. Paper.

Clark, Gregory and Neil Cummins. 2020. “Does Education Matter? Tests from Extensions
of Compulsory Schooling in England and Wales 1919-22, 1947 and 1972,” Centre for Economic
Policy Research Working Paper. Paper

Clark, Gregory and Neil Cummins. 2019. “The Child Quality-Quantity Tradeoff, England,
1780-1880: A Fundamental Component of the Economic Theory of Growth is Missing,” Centre
for Economic Policy Research Working Paper. Paper.

Clark, Gregory and Neil Cummins. 2019. “The Big Sort: Selective Migration and the Decline
of Northern England, 1780-2018”, Centre for Economic Policy Research Working Paper. Paper.

In Production:
Cummins, Neil, Aurelius Noble and Ziming Zhu. 2024. “The Economic Status of
Women in England, 1258-1992”
Cummins, Neil. 2024. “The Political Economy of Dynastic Marriage”
Cummins, Neil. 2024. “Ethnic Wealth Inequality in England and Wales, 1858-2018” Pre-
sented at EHS March 2021

IT1


https://play.google.com/store/books/details?id=0J_jBAAAQBAJ&rdid=book-0J_jBAAAQBAJ&rdot=1&source=gbs_vpt_read&pcampaignid=books_booksearch_viewport
http://neilcummins.com/Papers/Ch7.pdf
https://play.google.com/store/books/details?id=YHk0z-ujS3AC&rdid=book-YHk0z-ujS3AC&rdot=1&source=gbs_atb&pcampaignid=books_booksearch_atb
http://neilcummins.com/Papers/BCS.pdf
https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257/jel.20230023&within%5Btitle%5D=on&within%5Babstract%5D=on&within%5Bauthor%5D=on&journal=2&from=a&q=&page=52&per-page=21&from=j
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-economic-history/article/mortality-marriage-and-population-growth-in-england-15501850-by-peter-razzell-london-caliban-books-2016-pp-135-10-paper/99781146F35E25689F4BA156C65CF4CF#fndtn-information
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/600531/pdf
https://www.lse.ac.uk/Economic-History/Assets/Documents/WorkingPapers/Economic-History/2024/WP366.pdf
http://neilcummins.com/CEPR_170950.pdf
http://neilcummins.com/occc.pdf
http://neilcummins.com/ClarkCummins2022.pdf
http://neilcummins.com/CEPR-DP15252.pdf
http://cepr.org/active/publications/cite.php?Type=DP&Item=11232
https://cepr.org/active/publications/discussion_papers/dp.php?dpno=13023

Cummins, Neil. 2024. “Ethnic Inequities in Infant Survival; in England and Wales, 1866-
2007” Presented at EHS March 2022

Cummins, Neil. 2024. “The Last Will and Sentiment. Happiness, Affection, Charity, God
and Romantic Love; 1066-2023”

Cummins, Neil. 2024. “The Evolution of Wealth Inequality, Social Mobility and Economic
Growth in England, 1066-2023”

Clark, Gregory, and Neil Cummins. 2024. “Birth Order and Social Outcomes, England,
1680-2022”

Clark, Gregory, and Neil Cummins. 2024. “The Myth of Female Hypergamy: Marriage
in England, 1837-2021”

Clark, Gregory, and Neil Cummins. 2024. “Family Matters? Do Relatives other than
Parents Matter to Social Outcomes, England 1780-20187”

Clark, Gregory, and Neil Cummins. 2024. “Opportunities in the New World versus the
Old: Migration from England, 1780-1929”

Cummins, Neil. 2023. “Noble Savages” (Book Project)

MEDIA

Research has been featured in the Economist, the BBC, the Telegraph, the Guardian, the Observer,
the Independent, the Daily Mail, the Huffington Post, CNBC, le Monde and the Washington Post
amongst others. See my website for an up-to-date list

PHD STUDENTS

2016-2020
2016-2022
2018-2023
2019-2024
2019-2024
2020-2025
2022-

2022-

TEACHING
2013-
2015-
2022-
2023-
2019-2021
2014-2018
2009-2013
2009-2013

Dr. Sijie Hu “A New Examination of Chinese Fertility, 1400-1900”

Dr. Jennifer Kohler “Women, Social Capital and Development in African History”
Dr. Juliana Jaramillo Echeverri “Social Mobility and Fertility Decline in Columbia”
Dr. Xizi Luo “Social Mobility: evidence from Qing examination papers ”

Dr. Aurelius Noble “Elite Social Networks in Victorian England”

Ziming Zhu “Occupational Mobility in England 1851-1911”

Noah Sutter “Social Mobility and Wealth Inequality in France’

Marta Pagnini “The Court Circular and the British Monarchy’

EH238 The Origins of Growth [Undergraduate, LSE]

EC465 Economic Growth, Development, and Capitalism in History [MSc, LSE]
EH101 The Internationalisation of Economic Growth [Undergraduate, LSE]
EC103 Inequality: Economic, Historical and Sociological Perspectives [SS, LSE]
EH520 Approaches to Economic and Social History [PhD, LSE]

EHA483 The Development and Integration of the World Economy [MSc, LSE]
ECON101 Principles of Macroeconomics [Undergraduate, CUNY Queens]
ECONZ222 European Economic History [Undergraduate, CUNY Queens]

ADMINISTRATION and CITIZENSHIP

2025-
2023-
2023-
2017-
2022-
2022-5
2022-5

Member of Council for the Economic History Society (2nd term)

Deputy Head of Department of Economic History - Teaching

Co-Director (and co-founder) of LSE Historical Economic Demography (HED) Group
Co-Organiser of the Annual LSE Historical Economic Demography Workshop
Member of Trustees for the European Historical Economics Society

Member of Executive for the Economic History Society

Member of Council for the Economic History Society

v


http://neilcummins.com/media.html
https://www.lse.ac.uk/Economic-History/HED/People

2022-3 Co-Chair of the LSE Seminar in Economic History (also 2014-9)

2019- Serve on International Inequalities Institute Research Committee

2019- Serve on LSE Data Science Committee

2019-21 Served on the Economic History Association Committee on Research Archives
2017-21 Director of the Doctoral Programme in Economic History, LSE

2010-3 Co-Chair of the Columbia University Seminar in Economic History

PhD EXAMINATION
Joe Molitoris, Lund University (2015), Aine Doran, Queen’s University Belfast (2022), Tom
Eeckhout, Ghent University (2023), Christian Vedel, University of Southern Denamark (2023).

REFEREE

I write 20-25 referee reports per year for journals such as Journal of Economic History, Economic
History Review, FExplorations in Economic History, FEuropean Review of FEconomic History, De-
mography, American Sociological Review, Continuity and Change, Historical Methods, Journal of
Economic Inequality, Labour Economics, Journal of Economic Growth, Journal of Development Eco-
nomics, Journal of Human Resources, Journal of Public Economics, American Economic Journal:
Applied, Journal of the Furopean Economic Association, Economic Journal, Review of Economic
Studies, Quarterly Journal of Economics, Econometrica, and Proceedings of the National Academy
of Sciences

PRESENTATIONS
LSE EH Brown Bag, Zomon (21/1), Applied Micro CEPR, Beielerg (7/2), Economic History
Society Conference, @lalgow (5/4), Inequality Workshop, @teedt (25/4), LSE-PSE EH Workshop, $Patil
(29/4), Centre for Quantitative History, HKU Business School, @uline (5/6), Workshop on Migration
and Family Economics, Patil (16/6), Cliometrics Conference, Williamftoton (20/6), European Historical
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rics Congress, Rublin (21/7), European Historical Economics Society Conference, Wiemna (1/9), Explo-
rations in Economic History Workshop on Wealth and Income Inequality Around the World, Federal
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nomic History Association Conference, @uclon (30/10), “Studying social mobility in past societies”,
Boceoni (8/11). A€ Bavil Economic History Seminar (10/1), Irish Quantitative History meeting,
Trinity College Bublin (24/1), ASE Economic History Dept. Seminar (4/6). International Macro His-
tory Online Seminar Series, @ conlottimn of 25 mniver(itiel anv inftitution( it collaboeation with CCPR (7/10).
Economics Seminar, @niwee(ity of Bath (13/2), LSC Historical Economic Demography Workshop (18/2),


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EyIuWl9IktY&t=5250s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9dZIuNjjwno.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MxA6fDNUGzg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V9mMAnwZQ8I&list=PLzBLgj_Nr22VdjYmxPWjIoa1h8OQ_lrNr&index=3&t=4678s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kWlKyFMlRxI&list=PLzBLgj_Nr22VdjYmxPWjIoa1h8OQ_lrNr&index=1&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kWlKyFMlRxI&list=PLzBLgj_Nr22VdjYmxPWjIoa1h8OQ_lrNr&index=1&t=1s

Research Seminar, ®niteclity of Luceene (4/4), Research Seminar in Economic History, Bumblot@luiwee(itat
su Bedlin (17/4), Joint Economics-Economic History Workshop, &€ (10/5), European Society of
Historical Demography, éc (28/6), European Historical Economics Society Meetings, Parit (30/8),
British Society for Population Studies, €awvif (10/9), Applied Economics and Economic History
seminar series, Soutlpen BDenmark Auireelity, Ownle, (12/11). School of Slavonic and East European
Studies, ACEL (24/1), Seminario d’Economia, @uniteelitat ® Waléncia(7/3), Economic and Social History
Seminar, Wathm College, Orford (8/5), Finance and Demography Workshop, &€ (31/5), One Bank
Research Seminar, Bank of Cnglany (26/6), 6th International Symposium on Quantitative History,
Hantai, China (14/7), Economics Seminar, @uniteeity of Lwemboueg (7/11), Economic History Workshop,
@niteelity of Hong RKong (27/11), New Malthusian Symposium, Jelul College, Cambrivge (13/12). Ac
Berhelep Economic History Seminar (30/1), #Hale Economic History Workshop (20/2), World Congress
of Cliometrics, Straltung (4/7), European Historical Economics Society Conference, Tiibingen (2/9),
Faculty seminar in Economics, Bergen (25/10). Biological Anthropology Seminar, @uibeelity
Qollege Tonmwon (8/3), “The importance of elites and their demography for knowledge and development’,
Fonminda:Nene (22/6), AC Berkelep Demography Brown Bag Seminar (2/11), A€ Bavil Economic His-
tory Seminar (8/11). Dynamics of Wealth Inequality Workshop (anta e, 30/1), @tredit Social
& Economic History Seminar (12/2), @€ Ravil Economic History Coffee Hour (23/4), Population
Association of America Meetings ($an Biego, 30/4), Dondena Seminar (Bowoni, 23/5), ‘Longitudinal
data in African history’ Workshop (Steflenbo(d, 27/5), World Economic History Congress, (Fpoto, 5/8),
European Historical Economics Society Meetings, (Rila, 5/9), Political Economy Seminar, King’s
College (ZLonon, 30/9), First OWL Workshop in Economic History (@Il $aul(, 5/10), PhD Defence of
Joseph Molitoris (Zum, 23/10), “Institutions, Culture, and Long-Run Development,” Zudwig:fMarimilian
nitee(itit Mimdpen (13/11), “Long-term Processes of Socio-Economic Development: Stagnation, Growth,
Divergence and Crises,” Herrenhausen Conference (Banoter, 21/11), “Economic history and economic
policy,” Banque de France, (Paeit (15/12). LSE Economic History Seminar (30/1), Scottish
Economic Association Meetings (Perth, 28/4), CRASSH Seminar (Cambeivge, 24/5), Economic History
Seminar (Queenl Wniterlity Beltaft, 3/10), Plague in the City conference (Cambrivge, 5/12), Oxford Economic
and Social History Seminar (@l Soult, 25/11). FZID Research Seminar (@niweitit Bolpnipin, 8 /1),
Binghamton SAUNP Economics Seminar (15/3), Public Choice Workshop (George fMalon @niterlity, 20/3),
®¢ Bavil Economic History Seminar (28/5). PSTC Colloquia (Brown @Aniteelity, 1/3).
Cliometrics conference (Boulwe, 22/5), European Historical Economics Society (Bublin, 3/9), @niwerity of
Midigan Historical Demography Workshop (11/11), @€ Bavil Economic History Seminar (15/11), A¢
Behelep Demography Brown Bag Seminar (16/11). Economic History Association Annual Meeting
(Cranftoton, 9,/26). Columbia Economic History Seminar (few Botk, 3/12), Annual Meeting of
the Social Science History Association (ZLong Beady, 14/11), “Fertility declines in the past, present and
future” (Cambrivge, 15/7), Economic History Society Annual Conference (Warwid, 3/4).

VI


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n9PsDVc9ojM&list=PLzBLgj_Nr22VdjYmxPWjIoa1h8OQ_lrNr&index=2

	EMPLOYMENT
	EDUCATION
	GRANTS AND AWARDS
	ARTICLES
	BOOKS
	BOOK CHAPTERS
	BOOK REVIEWS
	WORKING PAPERS
	MEDIA
	PRESENTATIONS

