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Master in Public Policy (MPP)
Optional Summer Reading

Many congratulations on receiving your offer to the MPP programme!

In the months leading up to the start of the MPP, you may be thinking about embarking on some
preparatory reading. No doubt you will have many other demands on your time, but it can help to get
into the mindset for studying, familiarise yourself with different disciplines, and even get ahead in the
disciplines for which you feel least prepared.

This guide provides some indicative readings that can help you prepare. We have organised this list
according to the six MPP core courses. For each course we have identified a few books that are of a
lighter nature, something that could easily be enjoyed as ‘holiday’ reading. These are labelled ‘holiday
reading’.

We have also identified some technical (yet still accessible) books for each course. These are
designed for more in-depth preparatory studying. These are labelled ‘more technical read'.

There is no obligation on you to buy these books or read them in full. We have provided them merely
as a guide to help structure any pre-programme reading. Perhaps you might pick one or two, maybe in
areas that interest you or in which you think you need to brush up. Perhaps you might dip into some.
So no pressure, no obligation. We have provided links to Amazon in case you wish to purchase one or
some.

It is also a good opportunity to get into the habit of reading actively (as opposed to passively or
recreationally). Below you will find some tips on how to practice active reading for academic study.
This will help to translate your reading throughout the year into more effective argumentation and find
your analytical and critical ‘voice’. So continue scrolling down, and we hope you find this material
useful.

Kind regards,
Dr Simon Bastow | MPP Programme Director

School of Public Policy



Some Tips on Practicing ‘Active Reading’

This programme is intensive, and throughout the programme we'll be asking you to get to grips with a
large body of literature—with several different literatures, actually. It might seem overwhelming at first,
but there are some simple techniques you can use to help you to get more out of whatever it is you're

reading, and to get through it faster. Here are five tips:

Here are five tips:

1. Try to have a good idea about why you are reading something and what you hope to find out.
Ask yourself what it is you think you know about the subject, and what you don’t know and are
looking to find out from the text. If you can establish a set of rational and emotional
expectations right off the bat, you are more likely to engage with whatever it is you're reading.

2. Get an overview of the ‘big picture’ before you begin your reading in depth. Give yourself a few
minutes to find the essential argument in the first or last pages of a book ... or the back cover!
The contents page may also help you decipher the narrative flow.

3. Think creatively about how to record, and remember, what you've just read. After you finish a
book chapter or article, see if you can write down a ‘strapline’ for it—a summary that captures
the essence of what the chapter or article was saying—using no more than 140 characters. Can
you encapsulate the argument in a 2x2 matrix? Can you render it graphically?

4. Write or speak your notes in your own words. After you read a text, put it aside and try to
compose your notes independently, without looking back at what you had jotted down while you
were reading. You may occasionally want to write out a quotation verbatim, but copying large
amounts of text is passive behaviour. Try to avoid this.

5. The 20:1 rule: For every 20 minutes you spend internalising a text, try to spend at least 1
minute externalising it. If you spend a couple of hours reading two chapters of a book, find a
way to spend at least 6 minutes talking to yourself (or someone else) about what you have
read.
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Daron Acemoglu & James Robinson (2013), Why Nations Fail: the
origins of power, prosperity and poverty (Profile Books) [HOLIDAY
READ]

= arich and diverse book with a strong central message that
political institutions are key.

= dip into chapters or read straight through — beware that it
might not fit into beach bag!

Watch
same topic.

Anne Applebaum (2021) Twilight of Democracy: The Failure of
Politics and the Parting of Friends, (Penguin) [HOLIDAY READ]

= Areadable and expansive discussion of political
nationalism and the rise of right-wing authoritarianism.

= What lies behind the re-emergence of nationalism in many
democratic countries?

Anne Applebaum

Ken Shepsle (2010) Analyzing Politics: Rationality, Behavior, and
Institutions, (Norton & Company) [TECHNICAL READ]

= Explains how ‘rational choice’ methods can help structure
our thinking about political institutions.

= Shepsle provides us with a set of critical tools for analysing
any political problem. We'll be applying—and adapting—
these tools together in PP401. But be warned: these are not
the only set of critical tools out there. Let the debate(s)
begin!

Ken Shepsle

Anand Giridharadas (2023) The Persuaders: Winning Hearts and
Minds in a Divided Age, (Vintage Books) [HOLIDAY READ]

» The author takes us inside today’s culture wars and
explains how our societies have lost the ability to resolve
the disagreements that divide us.

Anand Giridharadas


https://www.amazon.co.uk/Why-Nations-Fail-Origins-Prosperity/dp/1846684307/ref=pd_sbs_14_7?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1846684307&pd_rd_r=3dc9c762-91db-11e9-89ba-d3558cc63070&pd_rd_w=QlZXh&pd_rd_wg=AchaT&pf_rd_p=18edf98b-139a-41ee-bb40-d725dd59d1d3&pf_rd_r=05Z8DVSENWZJD84485GD&psc=1&refRID=05Z8DVSENWZJD84485GD
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Why-Nations-Fail-Origins-Prosperity/dp/1846684307/ref=pd_sbs_14_7?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1846684307&pd_rd_r=3dc9c762-91db-11e9-89ba-d3558cc63070&pd_rd_w=QlZXh&pd_rd_wg=AchaT&pf_rd_p=18edf98b-139a-41ee-bb40-d725dd59d1d3&pf_rd_r=05Z8DVSENWZJD84485GD&psc=1&refRID=05Z8DVSENWZJD84485GD
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Twilight-Democracy-Failure-Politics-Parting/dp/0141991674/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1OMMIVBL1GNQR&keywords=twilight+of+democracy+anne+applebaum&qid=1680100141&sprefix=twilight+of+democracy%2Caps%2C96&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Twilight-Democracy-Failure-Politics-Parting/dp/0141991674/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1OMMIVBL1GNQR&keywords=twilight+of+democracy+anne+applebaum&qid=1680100141&sprefix=twilight+of+democracy%2Caps%2C96&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Analyzing-Politics-Rationality-Instititutions-Institutionalism/dp/0393935078
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Analyzing-Politics-Rationality-Instititutions-Institutionalism/dp/0393935078
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Persuaders-Winning-Hearts-Minds-Divided/dp/0141996978/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1680102585&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Persuaders-Winning-Hearts-Minds-Divided/dp/0141996978/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1680102585&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Twilight-Democracy-Failure-Politics-Parting/dp/0141991674/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1OMMIVBL1GNQR&keywords=twilight+of+democracy+anne+applebaum&qid=1680100141&sprefix=twilight+of+democracy%2Caps%2C96&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Why-Nations-Fail-Origins-Prosperity/dp/1846684307/ref=pd_sbs_14_7?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1846684307&pd_rd_r=3dc9c762-91db-11e9-89ba-d3558cc63070&pd_rd_w=QlZXh&pd_rd_wg=AchaT&pf_rd_p=18edf98b-139a-41ee-bb40-d725dd59d1d3&pf_rd_r=05Z8DVSENWZJD84485GD&psc=1&refRID=05Z8DVSENWZJD84485GD
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Analyzing-Politics-Rationality-Instititutions-Institutionalism/dp/0393935078
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Persuaders-Winning-Hearts-Minds-Divided/dp/0141996978/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1680102585&sr=1-1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EMn-6F2gWY8
https://lse.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=8ECD893&amp;e=E7E592&amp;c=ACD70&amp;t=1&amp;email=VuUwhkgBfl53g%2BeKRn3Q8mGTIN7R0%2B7y&amp;seq=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fIPyFynxWpg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jsZDlBU36n0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6ck33fHPouU

PP402 - Quantitative Methods for Public Policy
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Georgina Sturge (2022) Bad Data (The Bridge Street Press) [HOLIDAY
READ]

» Back to the data: Another cautionary tale, beautifully
illustrated with—big surprise—lots of data

Georgina Sturge’s

Charles Wheelan (2013) Naked Statistics, (Norton & Company)
[HOLIDAY READ]

= Grounded in theory, but eminently readable. Take it to the
beach!

» [f you like the way Wheelan undresses statistics, you should
see him strip down economics.

Charlie Wheelan

Ethan Bueno de Mesquita & Anthony Fowler (2021) Thinking Clearly
with Data: A Guide to Quantitative Reasoning and Analysis, (Princeton
University Press) [TECHNICAL READ]

= Asthetitle suggests, a good introduction to how to get on with
data and use it to enhance your analytical reasoning

= This is an excellent grounding for beginning the econometrics
course PP402

Huntington-Klein, Nick, (2022). The Effect: An introduction to research
design and causality (Routledge) [TECHNICAL READ]

= Auseful and readable introduction to all aspects of research
design and statistical methods.

= Excellent for beginners who need to work through the gears in
developing an understanding from first principles.

website.


https://uk.bookshop.org/p/books/bad-data-how-governments-politicians-and-the-rest-of-us-get-misled-by-numbers-georgina-sturge/6368848?ean=9780349128610&gclid=CjwKCAjwoIqhBhAGEiwArXT7K2W3gftd9CxfGizyzTKYV22Gj6GLJjMNH5PSa3gauujQOJd54msR2hoCcb4QAvD_BwE
https://lse.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=8ECD92B&amp;e=E7E592&amp;c=ACD70&amp;t=1&amp;email=VuUwhkgBfl53g%2BeKRn3Q8mGTIN7R0%2B7y&amp;seq=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Naked-Economics-Undressing-Dismal-Science/dp/0393337642
https://theeffectbook.net/
https://theeffectbook.net/
https://twitter.com/GRSturge/status/1375371957340942337/photo/1
https://uk.bookshop.org/p/books/bad-data-how-governments-politicians-and-the-rest-of-us-get-misled-by-numbers-georgina-sturge/6368848?ean=9780349128610&gclid=CjwKCAjwoIqhBhAGEiwArXT7K2W3gftd9CxfGizyzTKYV22Gj6GLJjMNH5PSa3gauujQOJd54msR2hoCcb4QAvD_BwE
https://lse.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=8ECD92B&amp;e=E7E592&amp;c=ACD70&amp;t=1&amp;email=VuUwhkgBfl53g%2BeKRn3Q8mGTIN7R0%2B7y&amp;seq=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6VEoii4q8FU
https://theeffectbook.net/
https://theeffectbook.net/

PP403 - Public Management
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THE ART OF THE STATE

Brian Head, (2022), Wicked problems in public policy:
Understanding and responding to complex challenges (Palgrave
Mcmillan) [TECHNICAL READ]

= A good introduction to wicked problems in public policy —
how to understand them and how to tackle them

= Short and easy read

Christian Bason, (2022), Leading Public Design (Policy Press)
[TECHNICAL READ]

= Author is a leader in public sector innovation and design
thinking

=  Sets out a plan for human-centred governance and what it
might entail

= A good approach to tackling wicked problems at scale

Christopher Hood (2000), The art of the state: Culture, rhetoric and
public management, (Oxford University Press) [TECHNICAL READ]

» aclassic public management text written by one of the
leading public management scholars

= gives you a framework for understanding any aspect of

public policy

Michael Howlett, (2023) Designing Public Policies: Principles and
Instruments, (Routledge) [TECHNICAL READ]

= agood introduction to the challenges of public
management and governance

= focus on public management as design and delivery

= thoughtful and easy read


https://www.amazon.co.uk/Wicked-Problems-Public-Policy-Understanding-ebook/dp/B09TVR2P4P/ref=tmm_kin_swatch_0
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Wicked-Problems-Public-Policy-Understanding-ebook/dp/B09TVR2P4P/ref=tmm_kin_swatch_0
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Leading-public-design-Shaping-governance/dp/1447325583
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Art-State-Culture-Rhetoric-Management/dp/0198297653
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Art-State-Culture-Rhetoric-Management/dp/0198297653
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/mono/10.4324/9781003343431/designing-public-policies-michael-howlett
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/mono/10.4324/9781003343431/designing-public-policies-michael-howlett
https://www.facebook.com/lseps/videos/good-economics-for-hard-times/2457831894540131/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Art-State-Culture-Rhetoric-Management/dp/0198297653
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/mono/10.4324/9781003343431/designing-public-policies-michael-howlett
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Wicked-Problems-Public-Policy-Understanding-ebook/dp/B09TVR2P4P/ref=tmm_kin_swatch_0
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Leading-public-design-Shaping-governance/dp/1447325583

PP404 - Economics for Public Policy

B Linda Yueh (2019), The Great Economists (Penguin) [HOLIDAY

‘&2@4 3 READ]

=  Yueh explores the thoughts of economists from Adam
WN Smith and David Ricardo through Joan Robinson and Milton

oK ;wuﬂ”"“@ Friedman to Douglass North and Robert Solow.

$\b

Richard Davies (2020), Extreme Economies (Penguin) [HOLIDAY
READ]

» Richard's book on some of the most extreme environments
on earth; these places help us understand topics like
money, markets and GDP, and trends including
demographics, technology and inequality.

RICHARD DAVIES

John Kenneth Galbraith and Nicole Salinger (1978), Aimost
M Everyone’s Guide to Economics (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt)
EVERY()NBS [TECHNICAL READ]
DETO
EC()N()M[CS = Anold book but easily accessible second-hand and remains
John Kenneth the best introduction to economics.

rai
&Nicole Salinger

PP405 - Public Policy Applications

Nick Barr (2020), The Economics of the Welfare State
(Oxford University Press) [TECHNICAL READ]

THE ECONOMICS of the
i WELFARE STATE

= Influential textbook written by the convenor of the Policy
Applications core course, Professor Nick Barr

= Aclear and superb framework for applying economics to all
manner of social policy problems



https://amzn.eu/d/azEPdxo
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Extreme-Economies-What-They-Teach-ebook/dp/B0759419QW/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2ATHZ78ZZ3AZ1&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.J-Xr4k2XSI-XPJhORohjxqbWxg_8DBi59IK8QvLShZhxvs8dBFxGptoJ0ukyjN0e0qb270kLrcUsAQ-oJSmlR8kSqA365Ym5KcGW5W9s_vUWvCiNkqX07ktHPPRgmc2P3aArE5AZIos_sd_9nDpAvyEXuspjs9unb_cBccC8lEMVLdyMyXXDKxGS22myRuWhsP1A4LTg0eFZ0NZSkRnPZ4rAut7WYigqtZrCM2P5HcU.oNqtmzzIBr9HzqIFPRUFiDuU5UmF8VtUMvuBHxP3cNA&dib_tag=se&keywords=extreme+economics&qid=1714644873&s=books&sprefix=extreme+economics%2Cstripbooks%2C89&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Almost-Everyones-Economics-Kenneth-Galbraith/dp/0395271177
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Almost-Everyones-Economics-Kenneth-Galbraith/dp/0395271177
https://www.amazon.com/Economics-Welfare-State-Nicholas-Barr/dp/0198748582/ref=sr_1_1?qid=1680282825&refinements=p_27%3ANicholas+Barr&s=books&sr=1-1
https://amzn.eu/d/azEPdxo
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Almost-Everyones-Economics-Kenneth-Galbraith/dp/0395271177
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Extreme-Economies-What-They-Teach-ebook/dp/B0759419QW/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2ATHZ78ZZ3AZ1&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.J-Xr4k2XSI-XPJhORohjxqbWxg_8DBi59IK8QvLShZhxvs8dBFxGptoJ0ukyjN0e0qb270kLrcUsAQ-oJSmlR8kSqA365Ym5KcGW5W9s_vUWvCiNkqX07ktHPPRgmc2P3aArE5AZIos_sd_9nDpAvyEXuspjs9unb_cBccC8lEMVLdyMyXXDKxGS22myRuWhsP1A4LTg0eFZ0NZSkRnPZ4rAut7WYigqtZrCM2P5HcU.oNqtmzzIBr9HzqIFPRUFiDuU5UmF8VtUMvuBHxP3cNA&dib_tag=se&keywords=extreme+economics&qid=1714644873&s=books&sprefix=extreme+economics%2Cstripbooks%2C89&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Economics-Welfare-State-Nicholas-Barr/dp/0198748582/ref=sr_1_1?qid=1680282825&refinements=p_27%3ANicholas+Barr&s=books&sr=1-1

PP406 — Philosophy for Public Policy

Michael Sandel (2010), Justice: What's the right thing to do?
(Penguin) [HOLIDAY READ]

JUSTICE

WHAT'S THE RIGHT
THING TG DO7

*= Provocative and readable introduction to political
philosophy

» Helps you to organise the main ‘ —isms’ into a practical
guide for thinking normatively

why we shouldn’t trust markets in civic life

Debra Satz (2010), Why Some Things Should Not Be for Sale: The
Moral Limits of Markets (Oxford University Press) [TECHNICAL
| READ]

|

l
SHOULD = Some of the chapters get quite technical, but they're worth
NOT the effort

= Debra Satz shows us why making public policy is ultimately,
and inescapably, a philosophical enterprise.

Debra Satz

Martha C. Nussbaum (2013) Political Emotions: Why Love Matters
for Justice, (Oxford University Press) [TECHNICAL READ]

= Like Satz's book, this one is beautifully written.

= Technical, yes — but still a page-turner. Just don't be fooled
by the title. There is nothing touchy-feely about the analysis
here, just the razor-sharp, wide-ranging philosophical
thinking for which Martha Nussbaum is deservedly famous.

Daniel Hausman, Michael McPherson, Debra Satz, (2016),
= & Economic analysis, moral philosophy and public policy, (Cambridge
University Press) [TECHNICAL READ]

= Chapters are technical but rewarding

= [llustrates beyond doubt that practicing economics is
unavoidably a philosophical enterprise



https://www.amazon.co.uk/Justice-Whats-Right-Thing-Do/dp/0141041331/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=sandel+justice&qid=1560865319&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Why-Some-Things-Should-Sale-ebook/dp/B004F9PZS4
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Why-Some-Things-Should-Sale-ebook/dp/B004F9PZS4
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Political-Emotions-Martha-C-Nussbaum/dp/0674503805/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1680035422&sr=1-4
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Political-Emotions-Martha-C-Nussbaum/dp/0674503805/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1680035422&sr=1-4
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Economic-Analysis-Philosophy-Public-Policy/dp/1316610888/ref=sr_1_fkmr0_1?keywords=hausman+macpherson+satz&qid=1560865390&s=books&sr=1-1-fkmr0
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Justice-Whats-Right-Thing-Do/dp/0141041331/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=sandel+justice&qid=1560865319&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3nsoN-LS8RQ
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Why-Some-Things-Should-Sale-ebook/dp/B004F9PZS4
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Political-Emotions-Martha-C-Nussbaum/dp/0674503805/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1680035422&sr=1-4
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Economic-Analysis-Philosophy-Public-Policy/dp/1316610888/ref=sr_1_fkmr0_1?keywords=hausman+macpherson+satz&qid=1560865390&s=books&sr=1-1-fkmr0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xNKu2EYJs58

