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Notes to applicants:
All fields are mandatory and therefore must be complete before the application can be submitted.
Questions marked with a red asterisk * will be used for internal evaluation purposes and will not be assessed as part of this application.
One joint application form should be submitted to Global@lse.ac.uk and luisalberto.serra@tec.mx by 15 October 2026
The following documents must be submitted as part of the application:
1. LSE- Tec Democracy Research Fund application form
2. CV of LSE Principal Investigator (max 2 page each) 
3. CV of Tec Principal Investigator (max 2 page each) 

1: Applicants and Team
	Please enter names, job titles, academic units/centres/faculties and emails of the LSE and Tec Lead Principal Investigators and any other academic staff involved in the activities.

	





	* Please briefly describe the existing relationship between the LSE and Tec team members: for example, whether this is a new connection or one which builds on prior collaboration, and how this project came about. (Up to 400 characters)

	



	☐ I confirm that all LSE staff members named in this application have an employment contract with LSE that extends for at least one year beyond the project’s completion. I have also discussed this application with my Head of Department/Centre Director and have their full support.

	☐ I confirm that I have the PI status and all Tec staff members named in this application have an employment contract with Tec that extends for at least one year beyond the project’s completion. I have also discussed this application with my Head of Department/Centre Director and have their full support.




2: Project Overview  
	Which democracy theme of the LSE-Tec Democracy Research Fund call are you applying to?

	☐ Democratic crises: polarisation, hostility, populism, and institutional stability
☐ Elections, democratic organisation, and democratic participation
☐ Misinformation and democratic quality
☐ Legitimacy, inequality, and the quality of democratic governance
☐ Democracy in a transforming global and regional order

	Funding Tier 
Tier 1 is the standard route for this call; most awards are expected at Tier 1. Tier 2 is an exceptional, more competitive route for a limited number of mature collaborations. Tier 2 applications must provide a clear justification for the elevated award. Applicants should note that Tier 2 awards are more limited in number and subject to a higher evidential threshold (see below). The panel reserves the right to offer a Tier 1 award to applicants who apply for Tier 2 but whose proposal does not meet the Tier 2 threshold.

Select one of either:
☐ Tier 1 – Standard Award (up to £5,000 from each institution; suitable for pilot projects)
☐ Tier 2 – Elevated Award (up to £10,000 from each institution; suitable for mature projects with results from former collaboration, looking for next level upgrade of the project in seeking wider funding opportunities)

	If applying for Tier 2 funding, please explain why the standard Tier 1 award is insufficient for the proposed research, and demonstrate that the additional resource is essential to the project’s delivery. (Up to 2000 characters)
A Tier 2 application should evidence:
· A mature collaboration: prior or ongoing LSE–Tec engagement (e.g. earlier joint work, pilot results, co-authorship, or sustained contact), rather than a brand-new connection
· A developed research design that is ready to deliver, not still at the exploratory stage
· A clear need for the larger budget: why the proposed activities (e.g. surveys, experiments, fieldwork, or substantial data collection) cannot reasonably be achieved with Tier 1 support
· A strong onward pathway: a credible route to external funding, high-quality co-authored publications, or significant policy or societal impact

	



	Project Title
Please enter the title of your project.

	

	Project Abstract
Please provide a short abstract summarising your proposed project in terms suitable for an informed general audience, not one specialised in your field. (Up to 3000 characters)

	



	Keywords
Please enter up to 4 keywords associated with your project.

	

	Proposed Start Date
	
	Proposed End Date (Tier 1 project: up to 12 months, Tier 2 project: up to 18 months)
	



3. Proposal Details 
The information below will be used to assess the proposal against these criteria. The proposals will be selected based on their originality, significance, methodology and implementation, and potential for joint external funding and/or contribution to high quality co-authored publications and/or strengthening long-term academic collaboration between LSE and Tec.

3a: Originality
	This section should demonstrate the originality of the research idea/research question, and its potential to contribute to the state of the art and break new ground. (2000-5000 characters)

	













3b: Significance
	This section should demonstrate the ambition and significance of the research idea. Why is this research important and timely? Why do we need it and how critical is the question it will answer? (2000-5000 characters)

	











3c: Implementation
	This section should address the scientific merit, rigour, and feasibility of the research method and implementation plan, demonstrate the strength of the research design, feasibility and timeline of the project. (2000-5000 characters)

	















3d: Potential
	This section should show how the project, if funded, may: 1) result in joint external funding proposals, identifying potential funders or schemes; and/or 2) contribute high quality, peer-reviewed co-authored research papers for publication in top journals in the relevant field of research and/or high-quality policy-related papers; and/or 3) strengthen long-term academic collaboration between LSE and Tecnológico de Monterrey. (2000-5000 characters)

	














	* What is the single most important thing you hope this project will make possible that would not otherwise happen? (Up to 400 characters)

	





4. Project Team
	Project Roles and Rationale 
Please include a list of team members and roles of the project team. Please briefly explain how they will contribute to the success of the proposed project. (2000-5000 characters) 

	













5. Project Budget
Please see our Internal Funding Pages for information and contact details to support costing your project. Eligible costs and example project activities are listed in the scheme guidance.
5a: LSE budget
	Item
	Amount in GBP

	Directly-incurred non-staff costs Please provide the total amount requested from the scheme for all directly-incurred non-staff costs.  
	

	Hourly paid staff costs Please provide the total amount requested from the scheme for hourly-paid contracts, including Occasional Research Assistance, costed by the servicing team.  
	 

	Directly-incurred salaried staff costs Please provide the total amount requested from the scheme for eligible staff salaries, not including hourly-paid contracts, costed by the servicing team. 
	

	Total budget requested (up to £5,000): 
	 

	Contribution to the project from other sources Please provide a list of any other funding sources supporting the proposed project whether internal or external. 

	




5b: Tec budget
	Item
	Amount in MXN 

	Salaried staff costs Please provide the total amount requested from the scheme for eligible staff salaries, including fringe benefits (faculty salary is not allowable).
	

	Hourly paid staff costs Please provide the total amount requested from the scheme for hourly-paid personnel on the project, including occasional Research Assistance, such as UG students.  
	 

	Directly-incurred non-staff costs Please provide the total amount requested from the scheme for all directly-incurred non-staff costs.
	

	Total budget requested (up to £5,000 GBP)
	 

	Contribution to the project from other sources Please provide a list of any other funding sources supporting the proposed project whether internal or external. 

	




5c: Justification of resources
	Please provide a detailed budget, itemising the costs associated with each phase of your project, and explain the necessity of each budget item and how it will contribute to the success of your project. (2000-5000 characters)
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