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WELCOME
I would like to introduce myself as the Director of the LSE 
Middle East Centre. I started my tenure in September 2025, 
at the tail end of the year covered in the present report. I am 
an associate professor in International Relations at LSE with 
a focus, since the start of my career, on Middle Eastern inter-
national politics. My research in the last ten years has centred 
on Islamic international thought in Turkey and I am finalising 
a monograph for Cambridge University Press on the subject.

My association with the Middle East Centre dates back 
to its beginnings through my relationship with my mentor 
and friend Fred Halliday, who was the driving force behind 
the start of the campaign for its establishment. Since 
then, I have followed the work of the Centre and con-
tributed to it in various tangible ways. It was an honour 
to be asked to serve as Director in place of Professor 
Michael Mason, whose term was coming to an end. I 
am grateful for Michael’s successful stewardship of the 
Centre and for his support and guidance in the hand-over 
period. I am looking forward to working with the excellent 
staff that has made the Centre what it is over the years. 

The annual report before you speaks for itself in presenting 
the many activities and achievements of the Middle East 
Centre. It covers a longer time period than usual because it 
has shifted from an academic to a calendar year format: it 
therefore includes autumn 2024 as well as 2025 in its totality. 
But it is quality rather than volume that matters most when it 
comes to research. We very much hope you will be tempted, 
through this report, to delve into our publications and past 
events, many of which are also available as podcasts. The 
report also proudly presents the Centre’s other activities and 
a list of the many individuals associated with it in various 
roles, which make it the vibrant intellectual hub that it is. 

My own goal and ambition for the Centre is to build on 
what has been achieved thus far and take it further. We are 
inaugurating an ambitious new project on secularity in the 
Middle East. It is envisaged as a multi-pronged, five-year 
project, involving multiple researchers and outputs, some 

academic and others more policy-oriented or for a broader 
audience. The aim of the project will be to investigate sec-
ularity in the twin sense of secularisation as a sociological 
process and secularism as policy. It will cover the areas of 
law and constitutional arrangements; government policy; 
foreign policy; religiosity; popular preferences; and state 
institution building. We will study the entire region, beyond 
its Arab core, including North Africa, Iran, Turkey and Israel. 
Secularity and secularism are closely linked with democ-
racy and good governance in the Middle East and the 
project will therefore align with one of the LSE’s five world 
challenges for the social sciences: popular government.

Flawed humans tend to exaggerate the importance of 
the moment in history in which they find themselves but 
the past year was, in actual fact, a major turning point for 
the Middle East. In terms of geopolitics, foreign policy 
and the balance of power in the region, the events of 7 
October 2023 and the Gaza War that followed consti-
tute a milestone unprecedented in many decades. More 
widely, the political economy of the region is being rev-
olutionised by new technologies and processes. The 
Centre seeks to set the tone in interpreting this new phase 
and capturing its core characteristics and elements.

Katerina Dalacoura 
Centre Director
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ABOUT THE MIDDLE EAST CENTRE
The Middle East Centre builds on LSE’s long engagement with the Middle East and provides a central hub for the wide 
range of research on the region carried out around the School. LSE is one of the world’s leading social science institu-
tions and comprises departments covering all branches of the social sciences. The Centre taps into this expertise to 
promote both public understanding and innovative interdisciplinary research on the region, with foci on history, politi-
cal economy, society and international relations.

NEWS
	• Professor Alistair McGuire 

was appointed Kuwait Chair 
in 2025, succeeding Professor 
Toby Dodge who had served as 
Kuwait Professor from 2019.

	• Two of our research papers that 
demographically documented 
ISIL’s 2014 attack on the Yazidis 
were key pieces of evidence 
that led UNITAD to find that ISIL 
had committed the crime of 
genocide, with successful pros-
ecutions in Sweden in 2024 and 
Belgium in 2025.

	•

OBJECTIVES
	• Promoting independent and 

critical research on the Middle 
East and North Africa;

	• Fostering open and critical 
debate about the politics, soci-
eties and economies of the 
region;

	• Disseminating knowledge 
about the Middle East through 
the Centre’s events, digital 
resources and publications 
and through LSE’s community 
and media activities;

	• Providing a rich research envi-
ronment for scholars and 
students;

	• Establishing and cultivating 
ties with colleagues in the 
Middle East and international 
institutions.

FUNDERS
	• Emirates Foundation
	• Aman Trust
	• Kuwait Foundation for the 

Advancement of Sciences
	• UK Foreign, Commonwealth & 

Development Office (FCDO)
	• The Leverhulme Trust
	• The Henry Luce Foundation
	• Council for British Research in the 

Levant
	• Centre for Justice & Accountability
	• Carnegie Corporation New York
	• UKRI
	• British Academy
	• British Council
	• LSE Urgency Grant
	• Dr Camille Germanos Al Hasan & 

Mr Tarek Al Hasan
	• Department of Politics and 

International Relations, University 
of Sheffield
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CENTRE STAFF

Dr Nidal Al Haj Sleiman 
Research Officer
Nadine Almanasfi
Events and Engagement Manager
Afrah Al Matwari
Arabic Assistant Editor
Dr Nesrin Alrefaai
Arabic Managing Editor and 
Arabic Tutor
Mustafa Al-Soufi
Programme Coordinator, 
PeaceRep Iraq
Dr Arda Bilgen
Research Officer
Dr Katerina Dalacoura
Director (2025–)
Amira Djuric
Communications Coordinator
Professor Toby Dodge 
Kuwait Professor (2019–25)

Ninar Fawal
Research Assistant
Hala Haidar
Communications Coordinator 
(maternity cover)
Salma Ibrahim
Doctoral Affiliate
Yasmeen Jaber
Centre Administrator
Kendall Livingston 
Projects and Research 
Development Manager
Robert Lowe
Deputy Director
Youmna Maghraby
Mohammed Al Fahim Scholar 
and Research Assistant
Professor Michael Mason
Director (2018–25)

Mercedes Masters
Kuwait Programme Manager
Jack McGinn
Communications Manager
Professor Alistair McGuire
Kuwait Chair (2025–)
Salma Moustafa Khalil
Arabic Assistant Editor
Dr Kamaran Palani
Research Officer
Greg Shapland 
Research Fellow
Dr Polly Withers
Research Officer

VISITING FELLOWS

Dr Hanaa Almoaibed
Dr Wisam Alshaibi
Professor Fulya Atacan
Dr Shamel Azmeh
Dr Richard Barltrop
Dr Marouf Cabi
Dr Durukan Imrie-Kuzu
Dr Mostafa Khalili

Dr Aitemad Muhanna-Matar
Dr Sana Murrani
Dr Jessica Northey
Dr Reza Omidi
Dr Dena Qaddumi
Dr Arash Reisinezhad
Dr Irene Selwaness
Ahmed Tabaqchali
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Research project ‘Coping with Food Insecurity in Gaza’

ELEVATE: Early Career Researchers’ Initiative 
for Strengthening Women’s Climate Resilience 
Through climate resilience assessments, this 
project aims to pinpoint the main challenges and 
weaknesses in women’s resilience, and the most 
urgent areas for resilience-building.

Supported by the British Council

Principal Investigator
Dr Sara Mehryar, LSE Grantham Research Institute

Coping with Food Insecurity in Gaza
Examines the role of informal social support net-
works as Palestinians currently cope with acute 
food insecurity in the face of war and military 
occupation.

Supported by LSE Urgency Grant and Dr Camille 
Germanos Al Hasan and Mr Tarek Al Hasan

Principal Investigator
Professor Michael Mason, LSE Middle East Centre
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The Middle East Centre conducts and facilitates original research on the politics, societies and economies of the 
Middle East and North Africa. Research is conducted by Centre staff and by academics based in LSE departments 
and the region.

RESEARCH PROJECTS

Managing Religious Diversity in the Middle 
East: The Muhasasa Ta’ifia in Iraq, 2003–2018
Studies the efforts of Iraq’s post-2003 ruling elite to 
build a democratic system to manage religious and 
ethnic diversity, investigating the creation and evo-
lution of the Muhasasa Ta’ifia system.

Supported by the Henry Luce Foundation

Principal Investigator
Professor Toby Dodge, LSE Dept of Intl Relations

The Emergence of Modern National History Writing 
for Stateless Peoples in the Early 20th-Century 
Middle East: A Case Study of the Kurds
Aims to present the idea that history writing on 
behalf of non-state peoples emerged as a mode of 
resistance and a means to ensure their epistemic 
survival in the face of powerful historiographies’ 
denial of their nationhood and statehood.

Supported by the British Academy

Principal Investigator
Dr Marouf Cabi, LSE Middle East Centre

The Political Economy of Water in the MENA 
Region: A Cross-Regional Assessment
Examines the challenges faced by MENA countries 
in their attempts to achieve water security includ-
ing the prospects for constructive cooperation and, 

when those prospects seem poor, the likelihood of 
increased tension or even conflict between state. 

Supported by UKRI Engineering and Physical 
Science Research Council

Principal Investigator
Greg Shapland, LSE Middle East Centre

Legitimacy and Civicness in the Arab World
Explores gaps in understanding civicness and legiti-
macy between external policymakers and local citizens. 

Supported by Carnegie Corporation New York

Principal Investigator
Dr Reem Turkmani, LSE IDEAS

Urban Development of Arab Jerusalem in 
the Aftermath of the Nakba: Documenting 
the Revival of Local Administration and 
Infrastructure in Jordanian-ruled Jerusalem 
(1948–1967)
Looks into the social and legal history of urban insti-
tutions operating under the Jordanian-ruled parts of 
partitioned Jerusalem.

Supported by Council for British Research in the 
Levant (CBRL)

Principal Investigator
Dr Haneen Naamneh, Independent Scholar
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KUWAIT PROGRAMME

Social Media and Food-Consumption in 
Contemporary Kuwait: Implications for 
Public Health Policies
Aims to address the knowledge gap concerning the 
influence of social media on food-consumption behav-
iours in Kuwait by consolidating existing data on food 
consumption and disordered eating behaviours in 
Kuwait, developing a comprehensive data collection 
instrument tailored to this context, and generating 
new survey data, including survey experiments, to 
build evidence-based insights that can inform public 
health policies and awareness campaigns.

Principal Investigators 
Dr Fabrício Mendes Fialho, LSE International 
Inequalities Institute  
Dr Abrar AlHasan, Kuwait University

Improving Air Quality in Cities: Forecasting 
Air Pollution in Kuwait
Aims to enhance the accuracy of PM2.5 concen-
tration forecasts in Kuwait by employing advanced 
deep learning models, addressing the limitations 
of traditional machine learning (ML) methods, to 

determine which approach provides more precise, 
region-specific predictions. In doing so, this demon-
strates the need for improved datasets for long-term 
forecasting, enabling a better understanding of the 
complex spatial-temporal patterns of air pollution.

Principal Investigators
Dr Ghita Berrada, LSE Data Science Institute 
Dr Huda AlRashidi, Kuwait College of Science and 
Technology

Charting New Horizons: Aviation Strategies to 
Propel Economic Growth & Diversification in Kuwait
Why has Kuwait Airways fallen behind regional 
rivals? Given Kuwait’s similar geostrategic position 
to Qatar, UAE, and Saudi Arabia – where it remains 
possible to have nonstop flights from Kuwait to 
most parts of all inhabited continents – it seems 
that there is far more scope for Kuwait to develop 
its airline and airport in these regards.

Principal Investigators
Dr Ryan Centner, LSE Dept of Geography & 
Environment  
Dr Latifah AlBader, Kuwait University

Established in 2007, the Kuwait Programme is a world-leading hub for research and exper-
tise on Kuwait. The Programme is funded by the Kuwait Foundation for the Advancement 
of Sciences and headed by Professor Alistair McGuire, Kuwait Chair. LSE–Kuwait 
Fellowships allow Kuwait-based researchers to visit LSE and conduct research related 
to the Programme’s thematic research interests. LSE–Kuwait Academic Collaboration 
projects enable Kuwait and LSE academics to run collaborative research.



9

Shaping an Eco-Kuwait: A Policy Framework for 
Sustainable Living
Seeks to provide evidence-based data and policy recom-
mendations to foster a more sustainable and resilient 
future for Kuwait by assessing governance policies and 
structures, understand behaviour drivers, and propose 
innovative public engagement strategies.

Principal Investigators
Dr Alexandra Gomes, LSE Cities  
Dr Asseel Al Ragam, Kuwait University

Sovereign Wealth Funds, Diversification, and 
Economic Development: A Global Survey with 
Application to Kuwait
Seeks to address the gap in the literature on sovereign 
wealth funds (SWFs) by mapping the landscape of the eco-
nomic development efforts of SWFs worldwide. In doing 
so, it aims to provide evidence-based recommendations 
related to the activities of the Kuwait Investment Authority.

Principal Investigators
Professor Neil Lee, LSE Dept of Geography & Environment 
Dr Husam Arman, Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research

Sustainable Climate Adaptation Strategies for 
Kuwait: A Multi-Hazard Approach Integrating 
Extreme Heat and Flood Adaptation Solutions
Aims to identify adaptation solutions in Kuwait that can 
effectively mitigate the impacts of floods and extreme 
heat, thereby providing co-benefits for multi-hazard 
scenarios.

Principal Investigators
Dr Sara Mehryar, LSE Grantham Research Institute  
Dr Mohammad Alsahli, Kuwait University

Kuwait Professor Toby Dodge opening the LSE-Kuwait 
Annual Conference at the Kuwait Foundation for the 
Advancement of Sciences in September 2024
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The Centre’s research is published as part of our flagship, peer-reviewed Paper Series, which disseminates substan-
tive, original research in an accessible and policy-relevant format. Many of our papers are translated into Arabic, with 
all executive summaries rendered in both English and Arabic.

PUBLICATIONS

Suppressing Dissent in Post-
Tishreen Iraq 
Iraq Watch Group, September 
2024 

Afro-Iraqis and the Politics of Non-
Memory 
Taif Alkhudary, October 2024

Breaking Barriers: A Leadership 
Framework for Women’s 
Development in Sudan 
Souad Mohamed, Aida Abbashar 
and Hala Abushama, October 
2024

Global Identity in an Uncertain 
World: A Longitudinal Study 
of the Development of 
Cosmopolitan Social Attitudes at 
an Elite International University 
Setting in the Middle East
Jennifer Sheehy-Skeffington, 
Iván Cano, PJ Henry & Tatiana 
Karabchuk, October 2024

Understanding Preferences for 
Low Carbon Diets and Policies 
to Address Climate Change in 
the Gulf Cooperation Council and 
Arab World
Davide Contu, Ganga Shreedhar, 

Susana Mourato, Aseel Takshe, 
Valentina Carfora & Elif Çoker, 
November 2024

Insecure Leaders: How Elite 
Infighting May Facilitate the End of 
Iraq’s Kurdistan Region 
Zmkan Ali Saleem, December 
2024

Big Bad Wolf, or Is It? Iran’s 
Economic Footprint in Iraq in 
Context 
Ahmed Tabaqchali, January 
2025

The Struggles of Labour 
Mobilisation in Lebanon and Iraq 
Anne Kirstine Rønn, February 
2025

The Shifting Landscape of Iraq’s 
Judiciary: Increased Judicial 
Activism, Centralisation and 
Politicisation after 2017 
Iraq Watch Group, February 2025

The Legal Framework for the 
Right to Access Information and 
Digital Transformation in Kuwait: 
A Qualitative Study 
Abdulrahman Alhajri, March 
2025

Infertility in Kuwait: A Cross-
Sectional Survey of Financial 
Burdens and Care-Seeking 
Behaviours 
Mariam Behbehani, June 2025

Ruptured Atlas: A Trauma-
Informed Approach to Spatial 
Storytelling for Survivors of 
Genocide (The Case for Yazidis 
in Iraq) 
Sana Murrani, Kimbal Bumstead, 
Zoé Paris, Ghazi Murad Ismael, 
Jameela Barakat Rasho, and 
Omeed Khider Joqey, July 2025

Waiting for a Home: The Price of 
Public Housing Delays in Kuwait 
Suleiman H. AlBader and Khaled 
W. AlSabah, September 2025

A Bioenergy Blueprint for Kuwait: 
Regional Research Insights, 
Waste Valorisation, Feasibility 
and Policy Pathways 
Jean H. El Achkar, October 2025

Shaping an Eco-Kuwait: From 
Policies to Practice 
Alexandra Gomes, Asseel 
Al-Ragam and Sharifa Alshalfan, 
November 2025

10



11

Austerity and Resistance: The 
Public Salary Crisis in the Kurdistan 
Region of Iraq 
Winthrop Rodgers, December 2025

Adapting to Change: Climate 
Displacement, Gendered (Women) 
Challenges, and Pathways to 
Empowerment in Iraq 
Raed Aldulaimi, Dahab Aglan, 
Hasan Azeez and Firas Salih, 
December 2025

Visual Resilience: How Iraqi 
Women Photographers Reframe 
Climate Resilience Through 
Counter-Archiving 
Khamael Al Safi, Zainab Mahdi and 
Noor Omer, December 2025

Al-Hawizeh Women Struggling 
Amid Marsh Eradication: A Case 
Study of Al-Bu Khassaf Women in 
Maysan, Southern Iraq 
Safaa Khalaf, Farah Salim, 
Abdul Salam Khanjar and Afrah 
Almatwari, December 2025

Women, Law and Climate 
Resilience: Closing the Gap in Iraq’s 
Legal Framework 
Alannah Travers, Sama Yas, Ahang 
Habib Hawrami and Yahya Ihsan 
Jaber, December 2025

‘Austerity and Resistance: The Public Salary Crisis in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq’ by Winthrop Rodgers
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Kuwait Programme Manager Mercedes Masters at the Kuwait Foundation for the Advancement of Sciences Scientific Research Conference in February 2025
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This year, led by Arabic Managing Editor Dr Nesrin Alrefaai, our Arabic Content Project – seeking to translate our 
publications, blogs, and website into Arabic – took great strides forward. A notable achievement is the translation 
of 13 papers, as well as welcoming two new team members: Assistant Editor Afrah Almatwari and Doctoral Affiliate 
Salma Ibrahim.

ARABIC PUBLICATIONS

13

Infertility in Kuwait: A Cross-
Sectional Survey of Financial 
Burdens and Care-Seeking 
Behaviours 
Mariam Behbehani, September 
2025

The Climate Change Risk 
Reduction Trap: Low Carbon 
Spatial Economic Restructuring 
and Disaster Risk in Kuwait 
Viktor Rözer, Sara Mehryar and 
Mohammad M. Alsahli, June 
2024

The Problem of Top-Down 
Techno-Centrism in Pan-Arab 
News Media 
Omar Al-Ghazzi and Abeer 
Al-Najjar, September 2024
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The MEC Blog delivers accessible analysis of the Middle East and North Africa to a wide readership, drawing primarily 
on the community of academics and researchers at LSE, but also including outside contributors. In the past eighteen 
months we have published 68 pieces, attracting over 133,000 views. Below are some highlights.

BLOG

Sudan’s Digital Battleground: 
The Weaponisation of Internet 
Shutdowns in Conflict 
Eiman Mohamed, March 2025

Beyond the Rhetoric of Reform: 
Kuwait’s Education System 
Through a Policy Sociology Lens
Nidal Al Haj Sleiman, October 
2025

Öcalan Calls for the PKK to Lay 
Down Arms: An Interview with 
David McDowall on the Kurdish 
Predicament 
David McDowall, March 2025

GCC Net Zero Scenarios: 
Choosing the Future We Want
Jean El Achkar & Salem 
Alhajraf, September 2025

Sovereign Wealth Funds: from 
Piggy Banks to Strategic Actors 
Neil Lee & Husam Arman, 
December 2024

The Heart of Sudan’s Crisis 
Response: Mutual Aid and 
Local Leadership
Love-Lis Liljeström, May 2025



KURDISH STUDIES 
CONFERENCE 2025

Our third Kurdish Studies Conference in June 2025, hosted again 
at LSE, built on its successful predecessor at the University of 
Sheffield in 2024. It was organised by the Kurdish Studies Series 
at the LSE Middle East Centre and the Department of Politics 
and International Relations at the University of Sheffield. This 
year, this interdisciplinary event was pleased to host Professor 
Hamit Bozarslan as keynote speaker.

The Conference attracted 103 speakers and 193 delegates.

Professor Hamit Bozarslan delivering the keynote lecture with Dr Zeynep Kaya, 11 June 2025
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Between October 2024 and December 2025, the MEC hosted 35 public events with 2332 attendees both in person 
and online. Six events were co-organised with LSE departments, and one was part of LSE’s annual summer festival on 
power and politics. The MEC held four conferences, two as part of the Kuwait Programme, one as part of our Kurdish 
Studies Series and the other organised with the LSE Firoz Lalji Institute for Africa. The Centre also organised work-
shops led by visiting fellows as well as research and student focused seminars.

EVENTS

September 2024

LSE-Kuwait Annual Conference: 
Delivering Healthcare Excellence 
in Kuwait
In partnership with KFAS

October 2024

Student Careers Panel & 
Reception
Richard Barltrop, UN Consultant; 
Nada Bashir, Journalist, CNN; 
Alexandra Gomes, Research 
Officer, LSE Cities; Mina Toksoz, 
International Economist

Israel, Gaza and the Wider 
Regional Conflict: Assessing the 
Probability of a Broader War 
Nicola Pratt, University of 
Warwick; Mohammad Ali Shabani, 
Amwaj Media & Yezid Sayigh, 
Carnegie Middle East Center

An Archival History of Jordan’s 
Nature Reserves: Conservation, 
Racial Science and National Identity 
Olivia Mason, Newcastle 
University; Frederick 

Wojnarowski, Department of 
Anthropology, LSE

How Sanctions Work: Iran and 
the Impact of Economic Warfare 
(Book Launch)
Narges Bajoghli & Vali Nasr, 
Johns Hopkins University; Sanam 
Vakil, Chatham House

November 2024

The 2024 Ian Black Memorial 
Lecture: A War Like No Other: 
Challenge and Change in 
Reporting Gaza
Jim Muir, Journalist

Making Sense of the Arab State 
(Book Launch) 
Lisa Anderson, Columbia 
University; Steven Heydemann, 
Smith College; Salwa Ismail, 
SOAS; Marc Lynch, The George 
Washington University

Rupturing Architecture: Spatial 
Practices of Refuge in Response 
to War and Violence in Iraq, 
2003–2023 (Book Launch)
Sana Murrani, University of 
Plymouth; Balsam Mustafa, 
Cardiff University; Michael 
Mason, LSE Middle East Centre

The Academic Question of 
Palestine (Special Issue Launch)
Walaa Alqaisiya, LSE Middle East 
Centre; Dasha M, Independent 
Researcher; Nicola Perugini, 
University of Edinburgh; Lara 
Sheehi, Doha Institute for 
Graduate Studies; Anna Younes, 
Independent Researcher

Healthcare Under Conflict in 
Sudan
Ibrahim Bani, Yale University; 
Eva Khair, Sudan Transnational 
Consortium; Majdi Osman, Nubia 
Health; Nahid Toubia, Institute for 
Reproductive Health and Rights 
of Sudan
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How Sanctions Work book launch, hosted by the Centre in October 2024

December 2024

Bridging Identities: The Cultural 
Odyssey of Kurdistani Jews 
(Webinar)
Bahar Baser, Durham University; 
Duygu Atlas; Mesut Alp; Moayed Assaf

January 2025

From Jihad to Politics: How 
Syrian Jihadis Embraced Politics 
(Book Launch)
Jerome Drevon, International 
Crisis Group; Haid Haid, Chatham 
House; Raihan Ismail, University 
of Oxford

Trump’s Second Term and the 
Middle East
Gilbert Achcar, SOAS; Tom Bateman, 
BBC; Sharri Plonski, Queen Mary 
University of London; Mezna Qato, 
University of Cambridge

February 2025

Iranian Kurdistan Under the Islamic 
Republic: Change, Revolution, and 
Resistance (Book Launch)
Marouf Cabi, LSE Middle East 

Centre; Kamran Matin, University 
of Sussex

Sh’hili (Film Screening and 
Director Q&A)
Habib Ayeb, University Paris 8; Muna 
Abbas, The Asfari Foundation; Ray 
Bush, Leeds University

The Struggles of Labour 
Mobilisation in Lebanon and Iraq
Anne Kirstine Rønn, LSE Middle 
East Centre; Fuad Musallam, 
University of Birmingham; Razaw 
Salihy, Amnesty International

The Future of Power-Sharing in 
Iraq: Youth Perspectives
Oula Kadhum, SOAS; Khogir 
Mohammed, Middle East 
Research Institute; Muhanad 
Seloom, Doha Institute for 
Graduate Studies

March 2025

Iraq’s Economy between the US 
and Iran: Perceptions and Realities
Ahmed Tabaqchali, LSE Middle 
East Centre

Empowering Women in 
Agriculture: Navigating Peace, 
Conflict, and Food Security 
Conference
Co-organised with the LSE Firoz 
Lalji Institute for Africa

Understanding Hamas And Why 
That Matters (Book Launch)
Catherine Charrett, University of 
Westminster; Helena Cobban, 
Just World Education; Jeroen 
Gunning, LSE Middle East Centre; 
Mouin Rabbani, Jadaliyya

The Time beneath the Concrete: 
Palestine between Camp and 
Colony (Book Launch)
Nasser Abourahme, Bowdoin 
College & Muna Dajani, LSE 
Middle East Centre

Civic Death in Contemporary 
Turkey: Mass Surveillance and the 
Authoritarian State (Book Launch)
Seçkin Sertdemir, LSE & Zerrin 
Özlem Biner, SOAS



Women and Work in MENA And 
South Asia: Puzzles, Paradoxes 
and Policy Challenges
Naila Kabeer, LSE & Ragui 
Assaad, University of Minnesota

April 2025

From Past and Present to 
Future: Finding a Positive 
Path between Ideals and 
Possibilities in Yemen
Helen Lackner, Writer

May 2025

Power, Resistance, Ideology 
and the State: Charles Tripp and 
the Comparative Politics of the 
Middle East (Book Launch)
Ali M. Ansari, University of St 
Andrews; Eberhard Kienle, 
SciencesPo Paris; Daniel 
Neep, The George Washington 
University; Evaleila Pesaran, 
University of Cambridge

Cooling Bahrain: How Air-
Conditioning Changed 
Everything (Webinar) 
Marwa Koheji, New York 
University Abu Dhabi

Kurdish Justice in Northeast 
Syria 
René Provost, McGill University

Paths Made by Walking: The 
Work of Howzevi Women in Iran 
(Book Launch)
Amina Tawasil, Columbia 
University

June 2025

Elite Conflict, Colonialism and 
Democracy in the Middle East 
Mohamed Saleh, LSE

Kurdish Studies Conference
In partnership with the 
Department of Politics and 
International Relations at the 
University of Sheffield

September 2025

LSE-Kuwait Annual Conference: 
Future by Design: Sustainability 
and Transition in Kuwait
In partnership with KFAS

November 2025

Student Careers Panel & 
Reception 
Eyad Hamid, Syrian Legal 
Development Programme; Tiziana 
Leone, LSE; Clare Woodcraft, 
University of Cambridge

The 2025 Ian Black Memorial 
Lecture: Syria after Assad: A 
reporter’s view on a nation in 
transition
Raya Jalabi, Financial Times

Making Aid Work: Dueling with 
Dictators and Warlords in the 
Middle East and North Africa 
(Webinar Book Launch) 
Guilain Denoeux, Colby College 
& Robert Springborg, Simon 
Fraser University

Youth Protests and the 
Future of Reform in Morocco 
(Webinar) 
Miriyam Aouragh, University 
of Westminster; Mohamed 
Daadaoui, Oklahoma City 
University; Michael J. Willis, 
University of Oxford

Building Towards Justice: 
Recent European Trials of ISIL 
Members for Crimes Against 
Yazidis
Sareta Ashraph, Barrister & Roza 
Qaidi, Center for Justice and 
Accountability

Israeli Domestic Politics since 
October 7 
Alona Ferber, Prospect 
Magazine; Yossi Mekelberg, 
Chatham House; Yair Wallach, 
SOAS

18
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OUR COMMUNICATIONS IN NUMBERS

26.4k followers
on X

 

500 followers
on Bluesky

 

15K
 newsletter recipients 

 
 Facebook
likes

11.9K

          

 

 

Blog 
views

podcast140k

total
Instagram followers
2900

Middle East
Centre

168K
visitors to our website

followers on LinkedIn
7600listens in 2024-5
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Cover Image
Atakule Tower in Ankara at dusk, 3 March 2025.  
© Gogosvm / iStock Photo
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