
George C. Bond was an MA and PhD
student at LSE, 1962-1968

Supervised by Lucy Mair, Bond
conducted doctoral fieldwork in
Uyombe, Zambia between 1963
and 1965 – a period of rapid
movement towards Zambian
independence. Based on this
research, his book The Politics of
Change in a Zambian
Community (1976) explores the
complex dynamics of changing
political relations within and
across diverse groups in Yombe
society.

Bond (b.1936), who grew up in a family of influential African-
American educators and activists, is recognised as a pioneer—in the
1960s and 1970s—of decolonising approaches. Throughout his
career, he engaged in debates about how knowledge is produced
and how power is distributed. Studying the AIDS pandemic in
Uganda, for example, he showed how the AIDS orphan crisis there
led to a shift away from policies based on a biomedical paradigm
towards social scientific enquiry into the everyday realities of
vulnerable people, especially women and children. In his many
publications, such as the co-edited volumes African Christianity:
Patterns of Religious Continuity (1979) and Contested Terrains and
Constructed Categories (2002) Bond sought to show Africans as the
agents of their own history.

Bond lectured at the University of East Anglia while studying at the
LSE. Then, in 1968, he joined Columbia University in New York City,
where he was professor of anthropology at Teachers College. He
became Director of the college’s Center for African Studies and
helped establish the centre that now bears his name: The George
Clement Bond Center for African Education. Bond (d.2014) was not
only an intellectual and organizational leader but also an
inspirational teacher and mentor.
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n  the e of her S er an 
e dwor , her fe stran e  para e ed 
a nows s. oth were orn n 

Poland in 1884, trained in science, 
came to Britain in 1910, and became 
a liated with the LSE where the  were 
mentored by Seligman. She embarked 
on an arduous e pedi on to Siberia 
hoping to study the ungus, the 
most primi e and compara ely the 
purest type of race . She e entually 
surveyed many other neighbouring 
ethnic groups, documen ng her 

ndings, especially on shamanism, 
in (1916) and 
anthropological ar cles. 

aplicka s approach partly re ected 
the evolu onism and geographical 
determinism of the me. et she made 
novel observa ons on the ambiguous 
gender iden ty of shamans and 
challenged European preconcep ons 
about the phenomenon of rc c hysteria . ontemporary studies of 
shamanism s ll discuss the problems that she rst tackled in her work. 

Back in Britain, she divided her me between teaching anthropology and 
gh ng for social causes, such as the emancipa on of women and the 

prospect of Polish independence. Her career was impeded when, having 
been the rst female anthropology lecturer in ford, she had to give up her 
posi on when male academics came back from the war. Her later years were 
marked by struggles with sporadic employment, e cessive work and nancial 
di cul es. Her life ended in tragedy when she commi ed suicide with 
mercuric chloride in 1921. , edited by 
David ollins, was published in 1999. 

Maria Czaplicka was lecturer at LSE, 
1915-1918. 



Supervised and mentored at LSE 
by Malinowski and Seligman, he 
did his do toral eldwork among 
Azande people in what is now 
South Sudan. He is considered 
one o  the de ning gures o  

ri sh social anthropology, 
and is especially known for his 
studies of religion, witchcra  
and magic, social structure, 
poli cal organisa on, and 
kinship and family. Following 
his h , he started eldwork 
among the Nuer in 1930. His 
two most famous works are 

(1937) and 
(19 0). he rst argues 

that magic - used to explain 
events that cannot otherwise 
be understood or controlled - is 
an integral part of religion and 
culture, and that belief in it does 
not negate a ra onal system of causa on. he second examines the poli cal 
organisa on of the Nuer - a society without any formal government - and 
in uenced much anthropological research of the social organisa on of African 
socie es. He is depicted here in classic colonial  mode. 

His edited volume with Meyer Fortes,  (1940), 
revolu onised the study of government systems. ri cal voices, h owever, 
have subsequently pointed to his lack of acknowledgement of the presence, 
in uence, and violent prac ces of the colonial authori es. 

He later became professor of social anthropology at the University of Oxford.

E.E. Evans-Pritchard was a PhD student, 
later lecturer at LSE, 1923-1931.



Fei Xiaotong was a PhD student at LSE, 
1936-1938.

He studied under Malinowski and Firth, and played a leading role in the 
de elop ent of hinese anthropology and so iology. He is noted for his 
studies of illage life and ethni  inori es in hina, for e a ple 

 (1938),  
(1945), and  (1953). 

He was a ery well-known pu li  intelle tual in hina, and had onsidera le 
poli al in uen e. He ser ed as president of the De o ra  League and as 

i e President of the hinese People s Poli al onsulta e ongress. 

iaotong su ered se ere poli al a a ks efore and during the ultural 
e olu on  he was senten ed to hard la our and anned fro  tea hing or 

publishing for 20 years. In the 1970s, however, he re-emerged as a prominent 
publi  gure. He advised on the e onomi  reforms and rural industrialisa on 
in the post-Mao era, and helped to establish sociology departments in 

hinese universi es. In 1989 he supported the student demonstrators and 
was consequently removed from the academy. But he re-established himself 
again as the head of a new ins tute for sociology and anthropology research 
at Bei ing niversity, and later became a vice-president of the a onal 
People s ongress.



New Zealand-born, he was a student 
of al nows s. he ournal of the 
Polynesia Society published both 
his rst paper on the ancient aori 
fortress of Korekore Pa in 1925 
and his last one on the crea e 
contribu on of indi enous people to 
their ethnography in 2001. Between 
these dates he wrote proli cally, 
mostly about Tikopia, a small and 
sparsely-populated Polynesian island. 
ew other non-literate socie es ha e 

been studied in such depth by a 
single ethnographer. He devoted nine 
books to the islanders, covering all 
aspects of their social life, from the 
kinship system, poli cs and economy 
to art and religion. His most famous 
monograph remains  
(1936). 

t a me when anthropology aspired 
to generalised scien c detachment 
about structure , irth s ethnography 
stood out for his considera on of the  
signi cance of organisa on  and of par cular individuals, which emerged from 
his understanding of and a ec on towards his interlocutors. He succeeded 
in making li le Tikopia into a big place  for anthropology, demonstra ng 
the  value of paying a life me of a en on to a small, isolated and coherent 
community. 

He also (with his wife Rosemary) researched and published on Malay 
shermen, and middle-class kinship in London. He was one of those who 

signed the Humanist Manifesto. hile at the LSE, irth helped to transform 
anthropology from a peripheral social science to a well-established subject. He 
died, at the age of 100, as one of its most authorita ve spokesmen. 

Raymond Firth was a PhD student, 
lecturer, reader then professor at LSE, 
1925-1927 and 1933-1968. 



This resulted in the monograph Housekeeping among Malay Peasants (1943) 
 ri en y a oman a out omen  hi h deals ith kinship  marriage  and 

adop on  irth  ho e er  re used to iden y hersel  as a eminist e ause  
she insisted  e sa  things di erently in those days  he sa  he resear h as 
omplementary to that o  her hus and  ho ould ha e ound it di ult to 

study Malay omen  he rote se eral ar les on the so ial images o  men 
and omen  ood and so ial hange  shi ing emphases in the study o  gender  
and anthropology and medicine. 

She spent the war years as a civil servant at the Board of Trade in London, 
working on issues of shortages and ra oning. Later, she did voluntary work 
for the London ounty ouncil are ommi ee, and completed a social work 
course at LSE in 1960. She decided, however, that social work would not 

t in with her other commitments, and was recruited to teach at Ba ersea 
ollege of Educa on, assis ng educa on students from diverse ackgrounds 

to develop a e er understanding of society. irth later ecame head of 
department there, and then moved to the ns tute of Educa on to lecture 
in health educa on, where she con nued to play an important role in the 
educa on of teachers un l her re rement in 19 . 

She loved opera and literature, and working with young people.

Rosemary Firth had an enduring    
connec on with LSE, 1939 19 .



Meyer Fortes was a PhD student, then 
lecturer at LSE, 1934-1939. 
Originally trained in 
psychology, South-African 
born Fortes (here pictured 
front ro , nd fro  right) 
studied under Seligman and 
Malinowski.

He is best-known for his 
studies of est African 
socie es - par cularly the 
allensi and Ashan  peoples 

of hana - which focused 
on kinship, family, religious 
beliefs, and social and 
poli cal organisa on. His monographs of the allensi and Ashan  - including 

 (1945),  
 (1949) - laid the founda ons for the theory of descent. 

hey argued that social ins tu ons like the family or tribe were the building 
blocks of society and key to maintaining its cohesion, and formed the basis of 
the structuralist-func onalist school that dominated ri sh social anthropology 
in the 195 s and 19 s. Fortes  work with ans- ritchard on poli cal systems, 
published as  (194 ), established the founda ons for 
poli cal anthropology. t played a role - through Ma  luckman - in shaping 
what became known as the Manchester School of anthropology, which 
explored issues of labour, industry and mining, and pointed to the problems of 
carrying out anthropological work in colonial Africa. 

Fortes described anthropology as indispensable for coming to decisions 
about our own poli cal and ethical alues , and emphasised anthropologists  
responsibility with regard to race discrimina on  Anthropological knowledge 
bears directly on this dangerous and degrading threat to human dignity and 
well-being. here is not a shred of anthropological e idence to us fy race 
discrimina on. t is the duty of anthropology to proclaim this truth and to 
con nue dispassionately to in es gate the biological and social uali es of 
human groups without regard for race pri ilege . 



to enrol as a graduate student of anthropology at LSE in 1946, with Raymond 
Firth as mentor.

e wrote on hinese inship and marriage, law, religion, and ommunity 
organisa on. is monograph  (1957) 
and a series of essays on poli al and legal ues ons, led to a new eld of 
study fo using on o erseas hinese and their rela onship to their host so iet  
ies. Similarly,  (1958), based mostly 
on ar hi al resear h, inspired a range of studies on hinese inship. 

Freeman was also greatly interested in ewish ulture and so ial life  
par ularly among ri sh ewry  and founded (and later edited) the 

. is ommitment to the study of ra e rela ons 
en ompassed his s holarly on ern with both o erseas hinese and ews as 
minori es. nthropology s mission, in his iew, was the dispassionate study  
of man, whi h is dispels the ind of sen mentality that so easily turns to 
prejudice.

Maurice Freedman was a PhD student, then 
lecturer, later professor at LSE, 1946-1970



Part of the department even earlier 
than amilla ed ood  he a  a 
true pioneer of female involvement 
in the discipline. 

he had previousl  een the rst 
woman to enrol on the Oxford  
Anthropology Diploma, in 1906, 
and was a mem er of the rst 
class of students to graduate from 
that programme in 1908. She thus 

ecame the rst formally trained 
ri sh female anthropologist. At 

LSE she was a student of Professor 
Leonard Hobhouse who was co-
holder - with Edvard estermarc  
- of the rst chair of sociology 
in the . She was also the rst 

ri sh female anthropologist to 
do ethnographic eldwor  in the 
United States, where she lived in 
Santa lara, ew exico, with 
Pueblo a ve Americans. his wor  
resulted in the monograph  (1916), which 
she co-wrote with . . obbins and .P. Harrington and which was published 
by the Smithsonian ns tu on in 1916. n the same year she gave a paper, 
Personal Experience as an Element in ol tales   at a conference and became 

increasingly dedicated to the study of English folklore.

Barbara Freire-Marreco was a PhD       
student at LSE, 1909-1913. 



del  re arded as ne  the st eclec c and crea e anthr l sts  h s 
enera n, l red ell c nducted h s rst eldw r  as a PhD student a n  

the eda  ew u nea. he resul n  n ra h - 
(1975) became a classic that took the structuralist analysis of 

ritual to a new le el of so his ca on. 

er obtainin  his PhD, he le  the de artment and conducted further 
eldwork in ndia with his wife Simeran, later returnin  to LSE as a reader in 

1979 with a new ro ect on the cultural and co ni e dimensions of me. he 
philosophically-minded work that emerged from this project - 

(1992) - became the precursor to (1998), which is now 
considered his masterpiece. Drawing from sources such as Polynesian ta ooing, 
ndian knotwork and European museums, ell shook up the then stagnant 

sub eld of anthropology of art by arguing that art objects, in certain conte ts, 
subs tute for persons and therefore mediate power and social agency.  self-
de ned postmodernist , ell refused to de elop or adhere to any grand system 
of thought. Like an ar st, he wrote to create frisson, and to gain insights from 
unra elling connec ons across ethnographic material in imagina e ways. ell 
died of cancer in 1997 at the age of 51. he introduc on of his posthumous 
collec on of essays (1999) remains a greatly e oca e 
account of the riday seminar culture  at the LSE, and an inspira on to all 
anthropology students. 

Alfred Gell was a PhD student, then 
reader at LSE, 1969-1973, 1979-1997. 





She was an anthropolo st of La n 
America and specialist on highland 
Bolivia. Her work - in both English 
and Spanish - addressed gender, 
household, kinship, feminist   
theory, law, money, ritual, death, 
and me. She conducted doctoral 

eldwork 19 -19  with the 
Laymys of Bolivia in one of the 
country's poorest regions. 

She spent most of her career 
teaching at oldsmiths - 
where she co-founded the 
Anthropology Department in 1986 
- and returned to LSE in 2005 as 
Professor of Anthropology. 

Harris worked at the interface  
between anthropology and 
history, and explored the nature 
of historical change. She published 
pioneering studies on women, 
marriage and the market, and 
on no ons of memory and 
temporality. 

 2000  is a selec on of her essays. 
ogether with ristan Pla  and h r se Bouysse- assagne she co-authored 

(2006). Her 
sudden death in 2009, a few months a er being diagnosed with cancer, 
sadly deprived us of much of the work she might have done. She is buried in 
Southwark athedral, where a tombstone recalls her work with indigenous 
people.

She had a great love of music, played the violin, and had a special talent for 
Irish jigs and reels, which she performed in many London pubs. 

Olivia Harris was a PhD student, later     
professor at LSE, 1972-1974 and 2005-2009.



and receive his PhD in anthropology 
ro  the  e cond cted eld or  

with Tanzanian hunter-gatherers, and 
in his work consistently challenged 
received anthropological wisdom 
a out these communi es  

hereas much scholarship on hunter-
gatherers had focused on material 
condi ons of e istence, aare 
insisted that there was much more to 
hunter-gatherers than mere survival. 
He documented their elaborate 
cosmological systems of thought, 
symbolism, and rituals, and linked 
these to their ethnic iden es. He 
published an essay on these topics 
in 

 (1999), which he 
co-edited. 

In later essays he argued that, contrary 
to claims about hunter-gatherers  
isolated existence, they cannot be 
understood without reference to the broader poli cal and economic systems 
within which they operate. er comple ng his PhD, aare consulted for 
several interna onal organisa ons and contributed to debates on the land 
rights of marginalised communi es in Tanzania - a topic he felt passionate 
about. He was later appointed as a lecturer in the Ins tute of inance 
Management in Dar es Salaam and, just before his death from tuberculosis, as 
a lecturer in the Department of Sociology, University of Dar es Salaam.

Bwire Kaare was a PhD student at LSE, 
1991-1996. 



(born Kamau Ngengi in Kenya) 
studied under Malinowski, and 
his research was published as 

 (1938) - a 
study o  the Kikuyu, Kenya s 
largest ethnic group (and 
Kenya  a s own)  

emonstra  ng the intricacy o  
Kikuyu society, the book was not 
only a scholarly contribu  on but 
also a poli  cal tool, disrup  ng 
the ounda  ons o  ri  sh 
colonialism as a civilising (and 
thus legi  mate) pro ect  t was 
controversial, however, in its 
approval of female circumcision, 
which in func  onalist fashion 
was argued to be fundamental 
to Kikuyu culture - and thus 
defensible. 

Kenya  a returned to Kenya in 
1946 and became the leader of the newly-formed Kenya African Union. He 
was arrested a  er the erup  on of the Kenyan rebellion against ri  sh colonial 
rule in 19 , and released only in 1961. He became independent Kenya s  rst 
prime minister in 1963, and  rst president in 1964. He headed a strong central 
government, with his authority increased through cons  tu  onal amendments 
that gave him, for e ample, the power to arrest and detain poli  cal opponents 
if considered dangerous to public order. Kenya en oyed remarkable poli  cal 
stability and economic growth under Kenya  a s rule. Most Kenyans, however, 
did not experience a corresponding improvement in living standards in this 
period  Kenya  a s free-market economic policies led to immense dispari  es 
of wealth, much of which was in the hands of Kenya  a s family and close 
associates. 

 was a PhD student at LSE, 
1934-1938. 



Hilda Kuper was a Masters, then    
PhD student at LSE, 1932-1942. 

South-African born, she studied under Malinowski. She had a lifelong associa on 
with Swa iland, where she conducted eldwork, and its royal family - in par cular 
chief and later King Sobhuza II - and is most notable for her research on Swazi 
society. This research resulted in an ambi ous, two-volume PhD thesis, later 
published as and 

(1947). These 
were followed by  (1952) and  (1955). An important yet 
underrated contribu on to poli cal anthropology that was grounded in a deep 
understanding of pre-colonial Swazi history, Kuper s work was also known for its 
empathy towards and advocacy of Swazi culture. 

ith her husband, Leo Kuper, she was ac ve in poli cal movements, and was 
among the founding members of the South African Liberal Party. Teaching in 
South Africa, as leading members of the party they found themselves increasingly 
sub ect to police surveillance, and eventually moved to the niversity of alifornia, 
Los Angeles. There, Kuper became an in uen al teacher, o ering a variety of 
courses on indigenous African socie es. She eventually became a Swazi ci zen 
when Sobhuza II personally gave her ci zenship. 



seminar, studied under Malinowski and 
Firth, and is considered one of the  
foremost ri sh anthro olo ists  

In his most celebrated work, 
 (1954), 

Leach sought to span the gap between 
ri sh func onalism (as e empli ed b  

Malinowski) and French structuralism 
(as e empli ed b  Le i trauss)  It was 
based on his 4 page disserta on  is 
knowledge of the Burmese highlands 
was gathered when he was sta oned 
there during orld ar II as a member 
of the colonial forces. By showing 
that the poli cal units of the Burmese 
highlands were interconnected and in 
a constant state of u , the monograph 
challenged iews of tribal communi es 
as unchanging and self-contained, and 
theories of poli cs in so-called primi e 
socie es. It has, howe er, been 
cri ci ed for being, itself, ahistorical and portraying an unchanging cyclical 
rhythm - and for ignoring the existence of the opium trade.

e le  to become a lecturer, later reader and professor in ambridge in 195 . 
In  (1961), and in his second ethnographic study, 

 (1961), focused on social organisa on and kinship in rural ri Lanka, 
he took pot-shots at the arious sacred cows  of Bri sh social anthropology, 
including adcli e-Brown s structural func onalism which he likened to 
bu er y collec ng  and Fortes  ideas about prescrip e altruism. e later 

turned to the study of art and mythology, o ering structuralist interpreta ons 
of Biblical stories and reek myths.

Edmund Leach was a PhD student, then 
reader at LSE, 1937-1953. 



He is considered the founding father of Somali studies, publishing widely 
on Somali history, culture, and society. He originally studied chemistry but 
switched to social anthropology at Oxford, focusing on the Horn of Africa. His 
PhD eldwork in the Bri sh Somali Protectorate with nomadic camel herders 
(1955-1957) was the basis of his 1960 PhD and later resulted in his best-known 
book,  (1961). He then taught at the Rhodes-Livingstone 
ns tute, Zambia - the rst anthropological research facility in Africa - niversity 

of lasgow, and L. He was appointed as LSE professor in 1969 at the very 
young age of 39. 

At the core of his scholarship was his ini al work on the Somali clan system. His 
focus on the clan as a central feature of Somali society led to vigorous academic 
disputes with younger scholars - Somali and non-Somali - who challenged this 
view. Some of Lewis s later public exchanges with younger anthropologists 
and Somali scholars concerning Somali a airs were similarly known for their 
sharpness. 

During his career, Lewis also engaged with topics such as Somali and other 
oral poetry in the Horn of Africa  clan, na on, and state building and failure 
in Somalia and beyond  types of slam among the Somali and in sub-Saharan 
Africa  and possession cults and ecsta c religions. He also served as an expert 
witness in Somali-related legal cases, par cularly concerning immigra on and 
asylum. 

Ioan Lewis was professor at LSE,    
1969-1992.
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diaspora and explore how people cope with exile. This resulted in 
  and another l  

. The trilogy was completed 
 (2008). The photograph, taken during a visit to 

reece, shows him  characteris cally  surrounded by and talking to students.

ver me, oi os became commi ed to the study o  re ugees and 
displacement, and increasingly involved in development work. He and his wife 

ill hepherd spent six months in udan in 82, laying the groundwork for the 
opening of an xfam o ce in hartoum.

Peter Loizos was a PhD student, lecturer, 
then professor at LSE, 1969-2002. 



factors in detail. This approach informed her studies of land tenure and local 
poli cal or anisa on  and later  in the post colonial period  the rela onship 

et een the ro th of na on states and local chan e. uch en a ement in 
applied anthropolo   hich led her to ecome a o ernment ad isor  
de eloped alon side ider theore cal interests. 

Her book  discusses poli cal patrona e in rela on 
to state forma on. espite a tle that no  smacks of e olu onist assump ons 
it is an important te t hich had ide in uence. mon  her man  other 

ri n s are te tbooks on (1969) and (1971). 

Mair saw anthropology as playing a crucial role in understanding the actual 
historical processes of social change  challenging the simplis c models of 
economists and poli cal theorists. he adhered to a simple  clear and modest 
style of wri ng  and grew impa ent with the argon that in uenced the 
discipline in the late years of her life. cept for a few s nts of teaching in 
other  uni ersi es  Mair remained deeply a ached to the  throughout 
her career. 

Lucy Mair was a PhD student, reader, 
then professor at LSE, 1927-1968.   



was a PhD student, 
lecturer, then professor at LSE, 1910-1938. 

Recognised as one of the founders of social anthropology, he began studying 
ethnology at LSE in 1910, began teaching in 1913, and in 1915-1918 did 

eldwor  in the robriand slands o  the east coast of ew uinea. 

During his e at LSE he established the School as a ey centre in Europe for 
the study of what were then nown as pri i e peoples . alinows i re ected 
the e olu onary paradig  of his predecessors and introduced func onalis  
- whereby social ins tu ons sa s ed hu an biological needs  as the way 
to understand other socie es. n  (1922) he 
documented the Kula Ring, showing how the exchange of objects without 
any apparent use alue was a way of facilita ng trade, nego a ng status and 
extending rela onships. 

He wrote on economics, religion, family, sex, psychology, colonialism, and war, 
and insisted that a proper understanding of society required understanding 
these arious aspects in context. His most las ng contribu on is his 
ad oca ng of par cipant obser a on. He exhorted anthropologists to gi e 
up their comfortable posi on - on the eranda of the missionary compound 
or go ernment sta on - and to go and li e and wor  with the people they 
studied, get to now them personally and par cipate in their ac i es, 
in order to grasp the na e s point of iew . ontro ersy was spar ed, 
howe er, with the publica on of his eldwor  diaries, in which he referred to 
Trobrianders in less than complimentary terms.



to obtain a PhD at LSE. American-
born, her academic career was shaped 
by anthropology on both sides of the 
Atlan c. er rst eldwor  on inship in 
a elanesian illage is typical of ri sh 
f nc onalist anthropology. pon her 
ret rn to the S, she was a racted by, 
and contrib ted to, the c lt re and 
personality  school. 

At a me when most anthropologists 
st died so-called primi es , 
Powdermaker turned the ethnographic 
lens on the most emblema c 
phenomenon of American culture. 

 (1950), 
an ethnographic classic, provided the 

rst anthropological look at the power 
dynamics implicated in movie-making. 
Hollywood, like any other social system, 
is in uenced by the personali es of its 
leaders, she argued  those who make 
decisions about the contents of movies 
are less the storytellers than the business 
entrepreneurs who run the industry. 

Her other contribu ons include monographs on racial divisions in the 
deep American South and on social change in Zambia (with a focus on 
African cinema). Sympathe c to the cause of the labour movement since 
her youth, she was a keen observer of authority, remaining cri cal of the 
domineering personality of Hollywood leaders as much as that of the Big Men 
ofanthropology. Her memoir (1966) is an account of the 
nature of ethnographic eldwork, wri en by a consummate anthropologist 
who circled the globe to undertake it. 

Hortense Powdermaker was a     
PhD student at LSE, 1925-1928. 



Born into the upper echelons 
o  Bri sh societ  n  
serving in various colonial 
ins tu ons  she an  others at 
LSE were accused by  
Evans-Pritchard of being too 
involved with advising 
government, and of being 
blind to the unbridgeable 
chasm between serious 
anthropology and 

dministra on elfare wor  
Yet, as argued by Moore 
and Vaughan in their Bemba 
restudy  

(1987), her work displayed ambivalence and uncertainty about the colonial 
enterprise. 

oining Malinowski s seminar at LSE, she did her Ph  eldwork among Bemba-
speakers in Zambia (then Northern Rhodesia), later publishing it as 

 (1932). The later (I939) 
was wri en in support of the nutri onal interests of the Interna onal frican 
Ins tute. She served as a temporary principal at the olonial ce, and played 
a key role, with irth, at the olonial Social Science Research ouncil, before 
being appointed special lecturer in olonial Studies at the LSE in 19 .  

She may have had patrician origins but her gender counted against her. Playing 
a key role in establishing the Rhodes-Livingstone Ins tute, she would have 
become its rst director but the overnor felt it would be too great a risk to 
appoint someone who was both a woman and an anthropologist. She later, 
however, became director of the East frican Ins tute of Social Research at 
Makerere ollege, ganda, and established the entre for frican Studies at 
the niversity of ambridge. er later books included the acclaimed study of 
Baganda girls  ini a on rites,  (I956).

Audrey Richards was a PhD student,    
lecturer, then reader at LSE, 1931-1950.



Born in South Africa, he is known for his ethnographic work on the indigenous 
peoples of South Africa and Botswana. Although supervised by Seligman 
with a library based thesis, he was one of the rst members of alinowski s 
postgraduate seminar. e later conducted eldwork among swana speaking 
peoples in what was then Bechuanaland (now Botswana), studying land tenure, 
migra on, and the e ects of colonial policy, and became one of his genera on s 
leading specialists in African anthropology. 

ike many anthropologists of his genera on, Schapera worked closely with a 
colonial administra on. Some of his best known work  

 (1938), 
(1943) and  (1947) - was commissioned and 
funded by the Bechuanaland rotectorate administra on. uch of what 
Schapera wrote, however, was strongly cri cal of the administra on and 
European commercial interests. 

Schapera was cri cal of anthropologists  neglect of social change, and his 
work on land aliena on and migrant labour was revolu onary at the me. 
His  (194 ) described se ual rela ons among 
Africans as not dissimilar to those among white people. He was among the 
few anthropologists to be honoured by the people he studied. Heralded as a 
recorder of swana tradi ons, his work con nued to be used in schools and 
courts in Botswana into the 1st century, and a street in the capital, aborone, 
was named a er him.

Isaac Schapera was a PhD student,    
lecturer, then professor at LSE, 1950-1969. 



Born in Kunming, he studied at Beijing Normal University 1935-37, returning to 
his home to n e ause o  the a anese ar  everal Beijing Universi es moved 
to Kunming, and ian too  his rst ourses in anthro ology ith the rominent 
anthro ologists u en ao and ei iaotong at the ar- me outh estern 
United University  e did eld or  in a Kunming eaving mill and among the 
Dai/Shan ethnic group at the Burmese border. In 1945, he arrived at LSE, intent 
on studying psychology. A chance encounter with Raymond Firth persuaded him 
to change to anthropology, and he wrote a hD disserta on on the basis o  his 
earlier research on the Dai/Shan people. 

e then got a scholarship to do research about the hinese in Sarawa , under 
the guidance of Leach and Firth, publishing  (1953) 
in the LSE onograph series, which was a pioneering study of a hinese 
community in Southeast Asia. By 1949 he had returned to his home town, 
Kunming, and then stayed in hina. A er the end of the ultural Revolu on in 

hina, he too  up research and teaching again, and published 
 (19 ) about the ethics of gender in hinese history and 

 (1993) about the history of protestant missions in Southwest hina. 
He was Professor of History, and Head of the Sociology at Fudan University in 
Shanghai in the 199 s. His boo s in English have the author s name spelt ien 
u K ang, in the ade- iles romani a on that was more common in the past. 

Tian Rukang was a PhD student and   
post-doc at LSE, 1945-1948.



ethnologist, he taught 
Malinowski, Evans-Pritchard, 

cha era and ortes  in this 
sense he can be described 
as a ioneer in ri sh 
anthropology. Educated 
as a physician, Seligman 
developed an interest in 
anthropology while a ached 
to the  e pedi on to 
the Torres Strait (between 

ustralia and ew uinea , 
all of whose members 
were medical men or 
human biologists like 
himself. Together with later eldwork there, this formed the basis for his 

 (1910), published in the same year as he 
took up the post of lecturer in ethnology. e later conducted eldwork - with 
his wife renda ara Salaman - in eylon (now Sri anka) and Sudan, resul ng 
respec vely in  (1911) and  (1932). 
He is most remembered, however, for his controversial (1930). 
In this book, Seligman asserted that any progress and development in African 
history were brought about by the Hami c race , who had migrated into 
central Africa from orth and ortheast Africa, who he suggested were uicker 
wi ed  than the indigenous popula on. ater discredited, this theory - known 
as the Hami c hypothesis and adhered to, for e ample, by many inhabitants of 
Somalia, Ethiopia and Sudan who are shocked to hear themselves described as 
black   was associated with racist ideologies and colonial paternalism. espite 

cri cism, Seligman kept it unchanged in new edi ons of the book into the 
1960s.

uring orld ar I, commissioned in the oyal Army Medical orps, he worked 
to help counter the e ects of shell-shock (now PTS ). In the 1930s, he played 
a key role in crea ng the AI s ace and ulture ommi ee, which was tasked 
with producing a strong an -racist statement a acking the anthropological 
no on of a pure Aryan race. Such a report was never produced however, due to 
the interference of members who were commi ed to defending a i ermany 
and that country s racial policies.

Charles Seligman was lecturer, then   
professor at LSE, 1910- 1934. 



Camilla Wedgwood was lecturer at LSE, 
1931-1932. 

r  t  t e ue al e w - arw  a l , a lla was u usual  
car  ut a s ace r ersel  as a w a   a a s w rl . S e rst et 

al ws  w le a stu e t at e r  lle e, ers t   L , later 
returning there as assistant lecturer. She also studied anthropology with 

addon at a ridge ut a ic  o  the e recei ed no degree. She was the 
rst wo an in the epart ent o  nthropology at Sydney ni ersity, ustralia, 

where she also studied. Returning as lecturer to LSE, she became one of the 
rst ri sh female anthropologists. uring this period, she was also a research 

assistant to Malinowski.

She is known for her studies of women and children in apua ew uinea  a 
place that, in the 193 s when she conducted her eldwork, was considered 
inappropriate for an upper-class white woman to visit. She immersed herself 
in social ac vity in apua ew uinea to such e ect that her skills of plan ng 
and cooking taro were recollected by local village women twenty years later. 

edgwood was also known for her e orts to improve educa on for indigenous 
women in apua ew uinea, where, during orld ar , she was involved in 
formula ng policy on educa on and administra on. oing applied work at the 

me meant working as part of the colonial system  she taught at the ustralian 
School of aci c dministra on, which was responsible for training colonial 
o cers and administrators. espite being a paci st, she became a lieutenant-
colonel in the ustralian omen s rmy Service.



Finnish by birth, he was a philosopher, sociologist and anthropologist. He is 
well-known for his studies on marriage, morality, and religion. In 

 , estermarck contested the then widely-held iew 
that early humans lived in a state of promiscuity. He argued that the original 
form of marriage had been monogamy, rooted in the needs of the nuclear 
family as the fundamental unit of society.

His most important work, 
(1906-08), dealt with human morality, arguing that there are no general moral 
truths and udgments, and that people act more through emo on than reason. 
He helped found academic sociology in the United Kingdom, becoming the 
professor of sociology at LSE in 1907.

estermarck later wrote about popular religion and ideas of magic, based on 
eldwork in orocco. He was a erce cri c of hris anity - especially the idea 

that it possessed the absolute truth that is the basis for any scien c progress 
- and remained agnos c throughout his life. His homose ual orienta on was 
well-known in London. In  (1939), he argued that 
homosexuality was a natural sexual tendency, and advocated female equality 
with men.

Edvard Westermarck was professor at  
LSE, 1907-1931. 
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