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Since the financial crisis, the roles of the state and religious organisations in
British public life are changing. Faith-based organisations are key providers of
relief to those in debt, often while criticising the debt economy as an underlying
cause of poverty and inequality. Campaigns around international debt saw new
coalitions between faith-based and secular organisations.

In this public panel talk, held by LSE Anthropology in partnership with Theos
and St Paul’s Institute, we ask if similar alliances could be built to confront the
harms of personal debt. What common ground do religious and secular civil
society organisations have in identifying the challenges of debt and providing
solutions? How far do faith-based and secular analyses of personal debt in the
UK today converge and intersect? What are their differences?

We start from a common recognition that debt is not just a numerical,
contractual or technical issue, but also a deeply moral one involving human
social relations. Our talks will explore the moral implications of debt as a social
issue.
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