Remembrance/Lifestory

Claudia Anthony Johnson (nee Bachelier Carasco)
(February 18, 1836 - November 13, 2022)

Claidia Anlhony Johnsen [nee Beachelsr Carason) was the sidest of 1hee children
bamm 1o Francs Josaph Bachslier Cerasco and Mane Antoine MNests Berngd Cargson
|Me= Lewrenca), Thal urion also produced baa alher sibings Hiary Francis Bachelier
Carnsen {how decessed) snd Nehdle Rose Bajley [nes Bechebsr Carason)

Altar (e sudidan passing ol Claudia’s mothed wihan she was 10 yasrs old har fabher
mamed Mia Lawrence, sisber of Beryl Lawrence end that union produced thres
daughlers Chamaine Gardner [nes Carsson], Herd Aleyme [Aee Coresoo) and
Pegny Eames [nes Carasca)

Ciaudia affended =1 Joseph's Converd in Cosiries from esrly childhood unbil
graduafion. Dufing her fime Hene ahe was aclively imvolved a4 8 Girl Guide. Prefec,
Caplsin af ike nelball l=sen, Caplsin of 51 Theresa's House and later Hesd Gl
Al graduslion kam e Converd s Ihe age of 1T she was awarded (he coveied La
Roasiere Award presented (o the shiden who {howgh her inlegrily, hanesty, and desine
o sefye has made sn oulstanding contributon 1o the sohosl communily and has besl
represeriied ihe ideals of 21 Joseph's Convenl

For her posl-secondary studies Cleuda was inspired by St Luoan Nobel Leureale
Sir Afthur Le'wis. bo pursds & degres in the ield of econromics. She was swarded (e
presfigions Sidney and Bealrice Webb Scholarship jo sludy ol the Londan School
of Economics and Polbval Scisnoe Tha scholamhip was gven 1o an oulstanding
commonwealih fzmale scholar based on thedr high school parfomance. In 1957 she
gradualed with an honours bachedor's degres and became the firs! femake 5t Lucian
sconaimisi

Ciadia was offered a posihion as Chief Plapner, Soence and Technology al the MNational
Flannng Agency for the Govemmeni of Jamaica diring which time she worked in 1he
office of then Premiar Marman Manfey and wilh (ke renown G Arthar Brown. Whils
thepe Claudin was msirimenial h ssinblishing & Sdence and Techhology Lint for the
Jamascan Governmean and she sat an the Economic Advisory Counal of Jamaica
She repressnted Jamaica al numemnus nlemalional conferences on desvelopmenl
planreng and technical ass=tance ncluding & the Ceganization of American Stabes
[DAS), The Warld Bank, lhe Inisramericen Developmen] Bank (([DOB) snd the Linfed
Walions Ehe was sfso responsibla for co-ordinaling a8 volunieer serdos progammes
operating wilhn Jamaica such as the U S, Peace Corps and Canadian CLUS0

Il was i Jampica [hrowgh (he Alisnce Francaise thal Claudis mel apd married ibe
love of har i#n Hugo Johnson; they bolh shared a love of languages induding Franch,
Spanish mnd Latin and were avid reaters. in 1858 they marmed and had byvo daugders
Katina Johrson and Pela-Gaye Malousek (nee Johrson)

In 18978 Claudia was hrod as Resdent Tulor of the University of e West ndes
Extradiural Depariment and School of Continuing Studies and returmed o e in
5t Luda. Whilsi {here she co-authored o book called “implications of & Science and
Techiology Educalion Palicy for 54, Locie wilh Special Refemetcoe o the Agricudturnl
Secor®. Addéorally, she wmobe and pmposed @ concept papar for an integraied
Community College which was then endorsed by the 8, Lucan Goverssmand and |ed
o i expansion and developmen of e Mome Education Complex nlo e fuly-
lledged Sir Arbur Lewis Commdnty College

In e 18A80s Claudiawas hined as a Samor Project Officer = Tedhnacal Co-pporation for
it Canbbean Deyefopmend Bank in Barhados where she continued o wark unhl hes
melirerment |n this copacity she worked on nsmenous developrient projects throughoul
it Canbbaan and South Amarica. Her work mcluded represanting both CDE ard
CARICOM coumines at the regional and infernalional kevel giving speachas, attending
confereroes, and siing on various boards. On refrement she ‘was meoognized by the
tank {or her almesi 310 years of disfinguished serdce

Har Holong accomplishmants werm recognoeed also m 5t Lucia, Claudia was featured
n an exhibdion at tha Natoral Archives of tha 100 mast prominent 5t Lucian Women
She haz also been included it the bookos wrillen by feo 51, Lucion sufhors. kargal
Thomas' Book “Pionears and Forermnars = Saint Lugia's First Ladies [(27012) and tha
book by A L Dewn French Profie; 56 Lucian Resdent Tulors" {200 5)

After redring Claudia returned 1o e in 88 Luoa wiih her husband Hugo, Laber on
sha joined har dawsghiers in Canada and afler bacoming #l, residad in resrmon cam
CGalsdia was happity mamied for 53 yaars untl the passing of har usband. Throughoul
itar yars sha emaned activedy insvoléed in the retimment homa and ewan wiih fading
tazalth she confinued o bring ber contagious smile. sparkly personaliy and generous
wpir o swmryons with wham sha came info contact. Claudia was awwrded the Lsisum
World “Living Art Award” which is grean 1o & metiroe resicent who besi parsonifies “thal
ife = an expres=on of the timeless mner beauty of apa.®

Daudia = ceeply missed by her loving daughiems, Katnra and Pata-Gaye, son-im-law
Paval, granddaughiars Chariale and Besanka and bor memony wall live an i o
hoarts fomymr
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Opposition Leader Failing in his
Duty to the People -PM Pierre

FRIME Minister Philip
J FPierre bas  chastivel
the spposition e {niling
in sdbere o reguinion
jparfimmentary procedores
perinining fn the arder of
presenistion by members
of parlismend (M) in the
Lavimg of the Extimates of
Hevenne and Expeaditare
in ithe Lawer WHoomse of
Parlisment

The debate m  the
Estmmates  af Beyvenme
and Expenditure for  fhe
Fmancial Year 3MI2%. 24
commenced om Merch 2R

MERRE

bt there wos some dispute
s 1o the order of delivery fior the Oppassteon
Lember

3 Pierne moted thal if was mpennt o
respect 1he House of Assemshly comventimns
o preserve ke imegnity of Samil Locia’s most
mrgund decision maiing chambers. Accombng
i purimentary procedures, B 18 cusicmary
that the Lemder of the Dpposition delrvers
his presentation mmmedsately followimng the
Prime Mmisier anel Smister of Finance's
presentapon of the Loying of the Estrmates
and the Hudget Summary o the Heause.

Over the past decades ths wpeakmg
seqquence has been the regulsiory procedoes
implemened in the lower howse. However,
the nowm for this procedure wes changed m
HiT, when the Unibed YWorkers Party (LW
admimisiration ook office

Subsequenily, five yeam Inier; in 327 the
cimrent admanistmbon resiored the procedore
0 mormadcy Repons indicste thet each hiT
nas povided with o copy of the docomenl
af lenst five days befiore commencement of
the debate

“The coarvention of this Henomahle oo
ts that when the Minister of Fmsnce delivers
the Estimmies {of Expenditore )| . the Lender
af the Cpposition responils the day afier”
P told legmlniom, Wednesiday

“Thai hos been the convention of this
House .. this year, the sstimaies were grven
three i Gve days beifore the mesting of
this Homcmrable Homse. which is not wiha
happencd before,” he explmned “Hefore,
the estimmies were given on (e weelkond,
Snturdays . snd we deheied on Toesdrys.
Aml the Lender of the Opposmtion nlways
respaonded ™

Referrng o vacan seais on the oppositam
wide af the Lower House jor this mater of
nations] sigmificence, PA Memre comenided:
~It has mever been the conmventivn of ths
House fior the Prome Minster's speech o
be coculaied, because the speech s bhesed
om the Estimaies =il nod the policy of the
BUYEIMmEnt.

“When the government's policy is going
i b distmssed in April. the speoch is mode

mvaileble immiediately after W has never been
the convention __so, 1o ms= the excose thab
there & ne speech madshle . the loder of
ithe oppoaition i fmiling m hs duty to the
pecple of Samt Lacia, he 15 fmilmg m his doty
lo thie tax payers of Saint |nocia and o mst
be npied that thess games with the people’s
finances must stop,” Pieme said

Moanwhale, Speakerof the Hoose Cloodius
Franois weighed im on the mtier, stabing (bl
there are differences i the presentation of
the Throme Specch, o= opposed o the debate
on the Estimates of Expenditune

Ssid Frascs: “There seems b be &
misunderstandmy sbout the Throoe Spoech,
ihe Extimmies snd the Appropration Hill
The Approprations Hill in the Estemates
iz whal we noemally refer o as the badpet,
Them's nrwhere @ the consfitubion of oar
lows thai ibe wond bodget B used, it's really
the Edtimales of Hevenoe mnd Fxpenditure,
which = debaied frui ™

He sanl, when this meteon 15 passed m the
Lirwer Hanese it gives rise io winsi & called
the Appropristons Hill

“Sn, the Estimales when they are passed
15 the amoond of money e the govermment
is mthorized 1o spend m o fmancial year,™
Franon explamed

He added. “The Appropriations Hill gives
the hlimsber ut'lm..m.m the suthority (o star
using thai money.”

The Francis furiher stated thad the Throne
Speech bemids the new oponing s=ssion of
parlizmem

“So you open a session of parfimment with
the Throme Speech, whelber immedisiely
pfier = general election o [ollowing the
promoguing of pasfiansnt” noted Framcis
“The Constitutron in sectimn 54 does oot tell
v the length of o semion. What is does 1ell
voul is sl when 8 session s promogucd, the
nexd sitting of the house cannol be Exer than
12 meonths afier ibe last prowogaton. There
iz nothing that says the Appropristens Hall
musd be dooe in the pew sessaon or the old
segEion.”

[RAL

NIC Takes Social Security
Message to Schools’ Island-wide

THE Matinmal lnsorence Corporation
hos fukem ity message of sscial security o
wchumls acrms 51 Locis.

The schools” educabion campaign dubbed,
Your Futwre Sherny Fudey commenced o
Febnuary with the NIC viiting 17 seconidtary
schioods oo the island

The cumpaign tarpetcd Bfih Erm studemts.
many of whom are preparmg fo enler the
world of wodk, by empowering them with
mfprmation abmd the way NI works
and the beasfin svailable W0 conmibenre
Stoilents were alsn gheen .
appociumty i regrsier for their
Mational Insomance  smbers
fior the Boi teme.

Fowr Futnre Samrte Todsy
wis oogmally [mmnched m
9 bal owas sospended m
20 due o the Covid:l9
panilemic

“We ame wvery excied o
hmve resumed this importas
campaign to empyeser Form
Frve wshadonmis simoe  mamy
aof them will be enlennsg
the workplace soon. We are
educating them on the concept

of socol securiy, so bhey
heve o betier ides of what @

expedt amoe they beoome NIC comribarors
themselves " mid NI Commsucatums
Mlanager Shervon Alfred

“The campagn b= been  bEpgely
sucoessfinl, s we me amared ol the
miellepen, ihougiiinel and probing goestsns
coaming from the siusdonis,” Mr Alfred sdded

Nimr Fuemre Sort Today compeign
reached spprocmeiely oo thoomnd,
two bundred and twenty (12200 students
The pogmneme will contmue @ the new
sundemic yenr



