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Enhance your research skills at LSE

Key facts
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LSE was established in 1895

37

World Leaders PAST AND PRESENT HAVE TAUGHT OR STUDIED AT LSE

eighteen
Nobel Laureates

STUDENTS FROM OVER

70

NATIONALITIES
(Methods 2016)

95%

Who you
learn with
is as
important
as what you
learn.

OF ATTENDEES would recommend
the METHODS programme

2016 Participant Analysis
10% Undergraduate students
16% Taught Postgraduate students
38% Postgraduate research/PhD Students
18% Academic or charity researchers
18% Professional researchers
Organisations represented: Accenture | African Development Bank | Banca d’Italia | Bank of England | Bank of Japan | De Nederlandsche Bank |
Deloitte Consulting | Dept. of Health, Dublin | European Central Bank | International Finance Corporation | Kenya Marine and Fisheries Research
Institute | King Hussein Cancer Center | Médecins Sans Frontières | Mercy Corps Afghanistan | Ministry of Finance, Slovakia | Ministry of Trade
and Industry, Singapore | Norges Bank | Plan UK | PwC | Qatar Foundation | Rockefeller Brothers Fund | Russian Public Opinion Research Center
| Save the Children | UNAIDS | USAID | World Bank Group | World Food Programme | World Trade Organisation
Universities represented: Aarhus University | Barcelona Graduate School of Economics | Bocconi University | Cambridge University | Carnegie
Mellon University | Copenhagen Business School | Cornell University | Delhi University | EDHEC Business School | Fudan University | Imperial
College London | Indian Institute of Management | Johns Hopkins University | London Business School | McGill University | Nanjing Audit
University | Oxford University | Pantheon-Sorbonne University | Stanford University | The University of Tokyo | UCLA | University of British
Columbia | University of Edinburgh | University of Hong Kong | University of Oslo | University of Stockholm | University of Zurich | Vienna
University of Economics and Business Administration

Welcome to London School of Economics
and Political Science
Founded in 1895 with the purpose of academic
engagement with real world issues, LSE enjoys a
reputation as one of the world’s best universities
in the social sciences field. We invite you to
experience all we have to offer including our
leading faculty, modern teaching facilities and
Central London location.
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WELCOME FROM PROFESSOR GEORGE GASKELL
Research methods are the tool
box for social scientists; those
with only one basic tool will
run into problems. The skilled
social scientist has a variety
of tools at their disposal, and
knows from experience which tool to use for a
particular problem. Selecting the right method,
implementing it with care, and recognising its
strengths and limitations are all part of the
repertoire of the required skills.
Since its launch in 2012, the aim of the Methods Summer Programme
has been to provide training in research methods as used by the top
researchers in the field. Courses on the programme are designed to
introduce participants to a particular method and to develop through a
series of lectures and practical exercises a deeper and useful knowledge
of that method; to know when it is well indicated, to understand its

The LSE Methods Summer Programme, offers one

conceptual underpinnings, and to gain experience of the method in

and two week courses, providing rigorous training

practice and the interpretation of the results. All courses are taught by

in social science research methods. The intensive

world-class LSE academics steeped in experience of social research and

nature of these courses enable students to gain a

with an enthusiasm for the subject. Whatever your background, we are

thorough understanding of the subject in a short

committed to delivering a rewarding and enriching LSE experience.

time period. All courses are taught by world-class
academics steeped in experience of social research
and with an enthusiasm for the subject. These
courses are aimed at students, academics and social
researchers in the public and private sectors. They

Professor George Gaskell, Programme Director

are designed to help not only those who engage in
their own primary research, but also those who use
and consume research in their day-to-day work,
as well as those who commission and manage
research projects.

“ The teaching is of very high 		
quality … they teach in a 		
very clear, concise manner,
but also in a way that helps
it be interactive.”
Young Lu, BSc student, University of Oxford
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COURSE LIST OVERVIEW
Evidence Based Health Economics
21-25 August 2017

Introduction to Open Science
21-25 August 2017

A growth in evidence-based medicine has meant that
an ability to understand the methods used to provide
this evidence is becoming increasingly important for
health economists. Research varies in quality and it is
essential that individuals who make decisions based on
economic evaluation and statistical models understand
how to question and comment on the output. This course
provides an introduction and practical overview of the
most methods used in economic evaluation. The course
will cover causal analysis, cost effectiveness analysis, cost
benefit analysis and the calculation of the QALY.

In light of the ongoing ‘replication crisis’ across the
disciplines of the social sciences, there is increased pressure
on scholars to engage in research practices that are ‘open’
meaning transparent, verifiable, and reproducible. This
course will develop the perspectives, knowledge, and skills
needed by researchers to make their research more open.
Broadly, it will cover the what, why, and how of open
science practices.

Intermediate Econometrics
14-25 August 2017
Learn how to apply econometric techniques to real-world
issues. This course aims to build a solid, comprehensive
understanding of the use of the regression mode when
one progresses from the Classical Linear Regression
Model, with its strong and unrealistic assumptions, and
addresses the issues that researchers encounter in practice.
By the end of the course students will have an advanced
understanding of the use of the regression model beyond
the CLRM.

Introduction to Data Science and
Big Data Analytics
14-25 August 2017
One of the main challenges for businesses and policy
makers when using big data, is to find people with
appropriate skills. Good data science requires experts
that combine substantive knowledge with data analytical
skills. Students will cover the fundamentals of data
science, focussing on predictive analytics and extracting
patterns from big data. Topics include: statistical methods,
data structures and data manipulation. Technologies
used include R for analytics and data management, and
RMarkdown for reproducible research.

Latent Variable Modelling and Structural
Equation Modelling for Social Sciences
Research
14-18 August 2017

Statistical Methods for Social
Research using SPSS
14-25 August 2017
For those undertaking research in the social
sciences, an ability to handle data is an essential
skill. Data-driven research requires knowledge of the
appropriateness of different statistical techniques
and the means to perform empirical calculations.
This course takes an applied approach to
conventional statistics, and equips researchers with
these tools, using the popular SPSS package

Survey Research Methods:
From Design to Analysis
14-25 August 2017

A course on latent variables and structural equation
models for continuous and categorical observed variables,
for cross-sectional and longitudinal data, and their
applications to social sciences. It provides a balance
between methods and applications to enable participants
to develop a good understanding of structural equation
models and related methods.

Surveys allow researchers to measure change and
variation in attitudes, behaviours, and norms. This
course provides a comprehensive understanding of
survey research methods, including how to design
surveys, how to analyse different types of survey
data, and how to critically evaluate survey-based
research.

Qualitative Research Methods
14-25 August 2017

Tools for Macroeconomists:
The Essentials
14-18 August 2017

Gain a clear and confident grasp of qualitative research
methods and how to design, carry-out, report, read
and evaluate qualitative research projects. By presenting
the fundamentals of qualitative research methods, this
course has the dual aims of equipping students with both
conceptual understandings of current academic debates
regarding different methods, and the practical skills to put
those methods into practice.

Real Analysis
Online component 2-11 August 2017
14-25 August 2017
A considerable part of economic theory is difficult to
follow without a strong background in real analysis. This
course will introduce students to concepts of modern
analysis such as continuity, metric spaces, compactness
and convexity, and will train students to write and read
rigorous mathematical proofs. The course requires an
online component which is delivered immediately prior to
arriving at the LSE.

A hands on graduate-level course teaching
key techniques to solve, analyse and estimate
macroeconomic models. It teaches the key building
blocks of numerical analysis and shows how to use
them to solve dynamic stochastic models. Students
are taught how to use Dynare and how to write
Matlab programs to solve a variety of models with
other techniques.

Tools for Macroeconomists:
Advanced Tools
21-25 August 2017
Offering a higher level of understanding in the
state-of-the-art techniques used to solve and analyse
advanced macroeconomic models. In particular,
models with heterogeneous agents and models
with inequality constraints. In addition to teaching
techniques, the course also focuses on practical
problems that researchers run into when using these
methods.

“The course has been 		
really relevant, it’s
the kind of content
that you can actually
pick up and use the 		
next day.”
Kirsty O’Connell, Head of Communications,
Australian Inland Rail Programme
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“When I was looking
for a way to advance
my learning and to
further develop my
skill set, then LSE
was really at the
top of my list.”
		Michael Albada, Stanford University

Apply
now
lse.ac.uk/methods

Programme Information
Programme format
All courses are full time, and most will involve three
hours of lectures and 1.5 hours of classes per day,
although the format may vary from course to course.
Classes provide an opportunity for group discussions, a
chance to work through problem sets, and training in
relevant software packages. Any software required will
be available for use on the LSE network. Students will
also be expected to do independent study outside of
core teaching hours.

Assessment
Assessment for most courses will be in the form of a
two-hour written examination on the last day of the
course. Some courses may also involve coursework
during the programme. Whilst the examination is not
compulsory, it is encouraged.

Certificates and transcripts

Accommodation

Upon completion of the programme, a certificate and
transcript will be provided. Students who complete all
graded assessment (including the final exam) will receive
an overall final grade which is shown on the certificate
and transcript. An attendance certificate will be available
to all students, provided 80 per cent of all classes have
been attended.

A number of rooms at LSE halls of residence are
available for booking by Methods Summer Programme
students. All halls are within walking distance of LSE.
For more information, please see our website.

Student

£725 - £975

Academic/
Charity

£1,450 - £1,500

Applications may be made by completing the online
application form available on our website. Applicants
will be required to submit copies of their academic
transcripts along with the application form. All
applicants are expected to be fluent in spoken and
written English.

Professional

£1,825 - £2,300

For further information on how to apply, please visit

Student

£1,495

Academic/
Charity

£2,230

Professional

£2,800

Tuition fees
One-week
course

Two-week
course

How to apply

LSE alumni and previous attendees of the LSE Summer
School or Methods Summer Programme are eligible for
a 15% discount* exceptions apply. More information
about fees, and terms and conditions can be found on
our website.

lse.ac.uk/methods

8 • Methods Summer Programme 14-25 August 2017

Methods Summer Programme 14-25 August 2017 • 9

“TheRE ARE 16 DIFFERENT
NATIONALITIES OUT OF 17
COURSE PARTICIPANTS!
IT IS QUITE A UNIQUE
EXPERIENCE..
THE PARTICIPANT
INTERACTION IS VERY
ENRICHING.”
	
Sayeed Mohammed, Research Associate, Qatar
Environment and Energy Research Institute

In the heart of London
LSE enjoys an enviable location right at the very
centre of one the world’s greatest cities. Being
in the heart of the capital is fundamental to
LSE’s identity as an outward looking institution
with a dynamic involvement in world affairs.

Dynamic learning environment
Classes are designed to optimise the learning
experience, and the Methods Summer
Programme uses only the best of LSE’s modern
teaching facilities. A thriving and dynamic
community in which to learn and network is
created through seminars, interactive lectures,
case studies and simulation exercises.
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Apply now
lse.ac.uk/methods

Contact us
Web: lse.ac.uk/methods
Email: summer.methods@lse.ac.uk
Telephone: +44 (0)20 7955 6422
Post: Methods Summer Programme
Houghton Street
London, WC2A 2AE

