H duvaun twv dtadnAwoswv otn NotioavatoAkry Eupwrn Ko tThv

EAAGSa: oto enikevipo ekbAwong oto LSE
Movédivo — 2 Anpihiov 2025

‘Eva kUpa StadnAwoewv capwvel To teAeutaio Staotnua tn NotloavatoAikr) Eupwnn. Ano
TLG KLVNTOTIOLOELG yla Ta TEUmn otnv EAAGSa, péxpl to dpottnTikd Kivnua otn ZepPia Kot TLg
nalikég StadnAwoelg otnv Toupkia, ot moAiteg katakAU{ouv Toug SpOpoUC SLEKSIKWVTAG
TePLOoOTEPN Sladavela kat KaAUTepn dlakuBépvnon. Tt KLVNTOTOLEL OUWE AUTA T
Kwnuata; Nooco dtadépouv amod avtiotolxeg LallkEG KIVNTOTIOLROELG TOU mapeABovToG; Elval
TO ATAMATA TOUG SikatoAoynuéva; Kal Tt urmopouv va entuyouy; Note katadépvouv ta
KLVALLOTA TTOALTWYV VA EMTUXOUV TIG aAAayEG TTou SLEKSLKOUV;

AuTA KoL TIOAAQ AKOMA NTAV Ta EpWTHMATA TTou culntBnkav tnv 1n Anpldiou otn London
School of Economics and Political Science (LSE), oto mAaiolo Stadiktuakig ekGnAwaong, Tnv
omola Slopyavwoe n opada €peuvag yia tnv NotoavatoAikry Eupwning (LSEE) tou EAAnvIkoU
Mapatnpntnpiou - Kévtpo Epsuvwy yla t 0yxpovn EAAGSa kat KUTpo. H ekdnAwon
g€étaoe tn «duvapn Tou SpOHOU» OXL LOVO WG epyaleio avtiotaong, aAAd Kot WG
0OUCLAOTIKN €KdPpacn SNUOKPATIKIG CUUUETOXNG OE pUia yewypadLKr TLEPLOXN) TIOU
QVTLLETWTTIZEL KOWWVLIKA TIOAwonN Kal Beopikn Suomiotia. H avénuévn anaitnon twv
TIOALTWV yla AoyoSoaia KatadelkVUEL TNV AVAYKN VLA LOXUPOTEPN KAL TILO OTTOTEAECHATIKI
SlakuBEpvnon.

H kaBnyntpla Paula Pickering (College of William & Mary), avtAwvtag anod To eKTEVEC €pYO
TNG OXETIKA LE TNV KOLWVWVLKNA KvNTOToinon otnv eupUTEPN TIEPLOXN KAL TN VEA TNG
ouvenpélela tou BLBAlou Activism in Hard Times in Central and Eastern Europe (Routledge,
2024), avEAUOE TIC OTPOTNYLKEG TWV KIVNUATWYV TTOALTWY, TOV TPOTIO LE TOV OO0
TPOoapUOIoVTaL OTOV TIEPLOPLOUEVO SNUOGCLO XWPO, KAl TN xprion uPBpLdikwv popdwv
OUMMETOXNG KoL dnuokpatikig Aqng anodpaocswv (Stadiktuaknig kat GuoLKAG mapouciag)
WG avtifapo oTov EALTIOUO KAl TOV OMOKAELOUO. AvapEPONKE O OUYKEKPLUEVEC OTPATNYLKEG
ETUTUXLAC, OTIWC N SNULOUPYIOt CUMHAXLWY HUE CUUMANPWHATIKEG SEELOTNTEC, N TOTIKN/Amto
Ta Katw Spaacn, kat n xprion opl{ovilwy SIKTUWV.

O kaBnyntng Georgios Karyotis (University of Glasgow), eotidlovtag otnv mepimtwaon tng
EAAGS G, Eekivnoe amo Tol EUPHUOTO TIPONYOU LEVWV EPEUVWV TOU VLA TO OVTLUVNLOVLOKO
KLVNUa. Z€ aUTr TNV MEPIMTWAN, MAPAYOVTEG OTIWCE TO KOOTOC {WNG, N deoloyia Kal n miotn
otnv duvatotnta aAAayr¢ TG KOWWVIKNG KATAOTACNG, EMNPEACAV TO BaBUd CUUUETOXNG
TWV MOALTWY, OUWE KOBOPLOTIKOG TTAPAYOVTOG UTIHPEE TTAVTA N KEUTELPLA TIPONYOUUEVNG
OUMMETOXNC O€ SLapapTUplegy. ITIG KIVNTOTOLNOELC yLo TA TEUTIN O TTAPAYOVTOG KEUMELpLaL
CUMMETOXNG» daivetal va e€aoBEvnoe, Kal OL KLVNTOTIOLOELG TIPOOEAKUCAV TIOALTEG XWPLGg
T(PONYOUEVN KLVNUATIKY EUTTAOKN KOLL TLOALTIK TOUTOTNTA, KABodnyoUupeVoUG amo
YEVIKEUPEVA ouvaLloBnuata Beouikn¢ Suomiotiag kot Sucapéokelag. O k. Karyotis



TIPOELSOTIOINCE OTL XWPLC OUCLOOTIKEG OECUKEC LETAPPUOULOELC KOl CUMLETOXT) TOU KOLVOoU
O£ OUTEG, Ta KUpaTa Stapoptupiag eival mBavo va cuveXLoToUV: «XPELA{OVTOL OXECELG
QVTOTIOKPLONG HETAEL KPATOUC Kol TTOALTWY, 0AALWG KABe peAlovtikr eAAnVIKN KuBEpvnon
elval Bavo va BpilokeTol AVTIHETWIN PE LAlKEG KLVNTOTIOLOELG YLa omtoLodnmote {nTnua
OUYKEVTPWVEL SNUOCLo Kal Snuootoypadikd evoladEpov», avePepe XAPAKTNPLOTLKA.

O KaBnyntng Nebojsa Vladisavljevi¢ (University of Belgrade) avadépbnke oto nmpdodarto
Kivnua Stapaptupiag otn ZepPia, EVIAGOOVTAG TO 0TO EUPUTEPO TTAALOLO TNG TIOALTLKA G
LoTopLlag TG XWPag HeTa tn dekaetia tou 1990. Nepléypade mwe GoLtnTEG KoL aypOTES
KlvntomoLnenkav arno Kowou PEoa amo lpnVIKEG SladnAwaoeLg, urtootnpilovtag OTL N
Stapkn¢ Stapaptupia pnopet otadlakd va HETAoXNUATIOEL KABeoTWwTA, EVIoXUOVTAC Ta
Siktua TNC aviutoAitevong, xtilovtag cuppaxieg Kot Stafpwvovtag Tn VouLUonoinon
auTapXLKWV KUBEpVnoewv. TOVIoE OTL N Stapaptupio eV MPETEL VAL AVTLLETWITIETAL WG
OTLypLaio yeyovog, oAAG w¢ pakpompoBeoun Suvaun mou SLopopdwVeL TTOALTIKES
TOUTOTNTEG Kal Beapkr) aAAayn.

Tn oulnitnon ocuvtovioe n KaBnyntpla Denisa Kostovicova enikedaAng tng opadag LSEE tou
EAANvikoU Napatnpntnpiou. AkoAoUBnoe {wvtavr culTnon LE EPWTICELG ATIO TO KOLWVO.

H ek6nAwaon evtdooetal 0To MAAiCoL0 TwV MPpwToBouAlwy Tou EAAnVIKoU Mapatnpntnpiou
yla TNV evioxuon tou SLaAoyou yUpw armd KPLOoLUO TIOALTIKA KOl KOWWVLKA {NTrUOTO TToU
avTlpeTwiilouv n ocuyxpovn EAAaSa kat n NotloavatoAikn Eupwrn.
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Protest Politics in Southeastern Europe and Greece: Spotlight on LSE Panel Event
London — 2 April 2025

A series of street protests have swiped recently the wider region of Southeast Europe. From
the Tempe protests in Greece to the student movement in Serbia to the mass
demonstrations in Turkey, citizens have taken to the streets to demand more transparency
and better governance. But what mobilises these movements? Are their protests different
from ones seen in the past? Are their demands justifiable? And what can they achieve?
When are citizen-led movements successful in instigating change?

These — and more — questions were discussed on 1 April at the London School of Economics,
in an online event with an expert panel organised by the SEE group of the Centre for
Research on Contemporary Greece and Cyprus at the Hellenic Observatory. The event
examined ‘street power’ not only as a tool of resistance, but as a vital expression of
democratic engagement in a region grappling with social fragmentation and institutional
mistrust. Public demand for accountability seems to be more prominent than ever, which
highlights the need for stronger and more effective governance. Drawing on her extensive
work on civic activism in the wider region and on her recent co-edited book ‘Activism in hard
times in central and eastern Europe’ (Routledge,2024), Professor Paula Pickering (College of
William & Mary) spoke about the strategies of citizen-led movements, how they adapt to the
narrowing public space and how they draw on hybrid (online/offline) forms of engagement
and democratic decision-making to counter challenges of elitism and exclusion. She
discussed specific strategies for success, including forging coalitions with complementary
skills, working at the local / bottom-up level, using horizontal networks, and others.

Looking at the case of Greece, Professor Georgios Karyotis (University of Glasgow),
started from the observation — emanating from his past research on the anti-austerity
movement in the country — that, despite factors such as cost of living considerations,
ideology, and political efficacy playing a role in citizens’ mobilisation, a key
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determining factor has always been citizens’ “prior protest experience”. This ‘path
dependency’ seems to have declined in the Tempe protests, as these drew in
previously ‘inactive’ citizens driven by generalised emotions of distrust towards
institutions and lacking clear political ownership. Prof Karyotis warned that without
meaningful institutional reform and public engagement, such protest waves are likely
to persist: “there is a need for responsive relationships between the state and the
public, otherwise any future Greek government is likely to face mass protest
mobilisation in response to any issue that attracts salient public and media attention”,

he noted.



Professor Nebojsa Vladisavljevi¢ (University of Belgrade) examined in turn the recent protest
movement in Serbia, placing it in the broader context of the country’s post-1990s political
history. He described how students and farmers have mobilised together in peaceful
demonstrations, arguing that sustained protest can gradually reshape regimes by
strengthening opposition networks, building coalitions, and eroding authoritarian legitimacy.
He encouraged a long-term view of protest - not just as a moment, but as a force that
shapes political identities and institutional change over time.

Moderated by Professor Denisa Kostovicova, an expert on post-conflict reconciliation and
leader of SEE group at the Hellenic Observatory, the panel presentations were followed by a
lively Q&A session with a very international audience.

The event was part of the Hellenic Observatory’s ongoing work to foster dialogue on the key
political and societal issues facing contemporary Greece and Southeast Europe.

Coming up next: Online panel discussion on Greece’s economic future, titled “Searching for
Growth Drivers: A Debate with the Chief Economists of the Systemic Greek Banks.”, on the

29 of April 2025 More information: www.lse.ac.uk/Hellenic-Observatory/Events
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