From Day 1, residents
and volunteers are
concerned about what
they were breathing in.
On Day 1 thereis a
smell of burning in the
air, and on Day 3, the
wind changes so that
the air was full of dust
and soot. Charred
insulation is found on
streets, on people’s
balconies and gardens,
and dust blows into
their homes and covers
surfaces. Residents are
particularly appalled at
the possibility that they
could hing in
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23rd : Site walk abouts

22nd : Enviromental Audit Committee . - . - .
demands an rom RBKC over evidenc Air quality is given prominent position and sustained
of toxic chemicals found in Grenfell homes attention in the Grenfell Fire Response News (the
newsletter of the official response), in response to
residents' concerns. In the first issue on 24 June, it is
2 "' FH”F' "‘:’”'“ quality in reported that Public Health England tests show "n
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¢ F detectable deterioration in air quality". The seco
issue on 25 June devotes 2 out of 4 pages to air quality
and states that "The risk to people's health as a result of
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on air quality. e 0 the i
= e inention foretum tc Gz the newsletter report that levels of asbestos, cyanide or
o0ad site : . .
15th : RBKC Director of Public Health talks 24th : Additional monitoring for . : e 7 particulate matter do not pose heightened risks to
e Te 72:Report published investigating increased use idents. and offer standard advi h i
of health services for respiratory conditions residents, and ofrer standard advice such as consulting
. . . a GP or calling NHS 111, washing furnishings, removing
25th : 4th community public meeting. . . .
14th : EAC: Oral Evidence Toxic Chemicals 24th : First Grenfell Fire Response News: Residents note respiratory symptoms. dust with a damp cloth and washing and peeling
ioration'in air safety Standard advice repeated. locally-grown vegetables.

ange of wind direction, 18th : 3rd community public meeting. PHE
ng dust and ashes in the attend. Leaflets say risk is negligible
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about possible soil contamination particulate matte;

30th : EAC: Oral Evidence Toxic Chemicals 14th : Routine air quality data sugge 15th : Grenfell Fire Response News: air
normal pattern quality figures are available online
25th : Environmental monitor 14th : Voluntee

update 14th : At residents' request, PHE report full

protection air quality monitoring data.

12th :2nd community public meeting: PHE

25th : MHCLG consultation worksho sidents appalled at the ;
nsultation workshops Easepslliadio e attend. Council offers window-cleaning

informing the soil study thought of breathing in peopl

14th : Grenfell Tower Fire 6th : PHE London attend Lancaster West

24('V:Gre'vfel\ﬁec very Scrutiny Residents' Association meeting for Q&A

ite on soil; nobody to
5th : 1st community public meeting:

24th : Sclence Advisory Group Terms of residents question air & water safety A series of 5 community public meetings are held between 24 June and 9 August. At each one, a
Reference 4th : Grenfell Fire Response News contains panel of authorities responsible for the official response gives updates to the community and took
Health updates’; no new information part in a Q&A. Air safety was a concern at each meeting, with representatives of Public Health

# . o England attending the 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th meetings. PHE representatives repeatedly advise that
distribution 23rd : Update on community consultation :er:mp:;: ;";,f;‘?;m AEETEE their data show no heightened risk and offer standard advice, but residents are generally not

illsten Svents satisfied, reporting respiratory symptoms.

23rd : EAC: Oral Evidence Toxic Chemicals
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( 1st:'Health update' in Grenfell Fire Response
20th : North Kensington Lives Matter join g 12th : PAH and dioxin monitoring ends

Extinction Rebellion prot M At the 12 July meeting, representatives of RBKC report that the Council is offering window cleaning
in the walkways. A resident responds "Why is this meeting even taking place? So we're here to talk
about scaffolding, housekeeping and people cleaning windows but what about those people in
that building who died?"

5th : Kensington Residents Alliar

protest at authorities' lack of action At the 9 August meeting, residents report that GPs are speaking of a "Grenfell cou
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Figure 1. Emission pathways from fires (adapted from ISO 26367-1 (2011).

9th : 5th community public meeting.
Residents say GPs speak of "Grenfell cough”

Anna Stec's study is accepted for publication in the journal 'Chemosphere' Soil sqmpleq 140 metres .from Grenfell Tower Wi.lS found to
and made publicly available on the University of Central Lancashire website. contain 40 times the typlcal amount of the carcinogen benzene
The study finds that: 29th : Residents informed that bags of

-pyrogenic contamination in the immediate vicinity of the Tower was clearly ‘;‘::”f Jﬁ/ Sloreceoieid

el 50 metres from Grenfell Tower

28th : Publication of Anna Stec's full study
on environmental contamination

Westway

Soil samples contained

-PCDD/Fs, PAHs and benzene levels were greater than UK urban reference soil phosphorus flame Kensington Aldridge Academy
levels 28th : NHS restate their commitment to retmd@ts, Wh%Ch e

providing the right services potentially toxic to the
-Hydrogen cyanide and synthetic vitreous fibres were present in both soil nervous system

and debris 28th : RBKC tweet links to NHS and 140metreg \
environmental health advice Polycyclic aromatic
-Modelling suggests that cancer risks may be elevated (based on J hydrocarbons found

assumptions about 25 years exposure for adults and 6 years for children) 28th : MHCLG publish ‘Community Update' £ . at 160 times the 25th : NHS hold event at Notting Hill : : : : :
Latimer Road station levels of other Methodist Church for breathing problems Grenfell United organise a public meeting, with a panel

Forest Club reference samples comprising representatives of PHE, RBKC, Government

medical, environmental, fire and combustion toxicology expertise in order to citosallcontaminstion Grenfell Tower Giiita f0|r Sme'nce, land @ity e, Wi wam
determine risks and appropriate response. 28th : Publication of Anna Stec study on 160 metres - 215t: Coronendemands long-term health to know if their children are safe to attend KAA, the
environmental contamination Dust and oily yellow secondary school located at the base of the tower, and
- deposit foundon 2nds Kensington Alcidae myretums o play in local parks. A resifjent quotes an academi; article
mation of window blind 17/ e S . on lessons post-9/11 which argues for the necessity of
alist contractor months after the fire North Kensington independent scientific assessment of risks when a
government may not wish to address the risks. Another
ot fpiileatench % presents the panel with a piece of charred insulation
150m 3 r from her garden. The panel commit to a soil study, but
500ft \ ' provide no timeframe. RBKC commit to removing debris
£ frome the Tower from under the walkways and a
contingency plan in case KAA is required to move.

Recommends multidisciplinary team investigations bringing together 28th :Kids on the Gréen cancs

15th : Nick Hurd announces environmental
Y4

7th : Soil monitoring for KAA identifies one
problematic sample

Guardian graphic. Source: University of Central Lancashire. OpenStreetMap contributors

8th : Anna Stec sends briefing to PHE, raising Al ‘ ! E S D ‘ L

soil toxicity concerns

4th : SAG meeting

22: Grenfell United write to PHE & Ministers,
querying risks and next steps

dditional asbestos air monitoring in
wer. No asbestos found.

30th : Government
next steps of environmental checks

The first news the public hears of Anna Stec's preliminary findings comes with the
2T A e et et i e el publication of an article in the Guardian newspaper. "Huge concentrations' of toxins
Kensington Hilton . . . . . "
found in Grenfell soil, study finds" reads the headline, with sub-header adding
6th : MHCLG commit to further "Exclusive: Public Health England has not acted on early findings of report warning of
3 . 30th : NHS runs events "to support those environmental checks, with no timeframe potential carcinogens". It reports that contaminated soil was found up to two-thirds of
Anna Stec, Professor of Fire Chemistry an frected by the fire" H " . p
Toxicity at the University of Central ; efitizg By T Ay DA —— a mile from the Tower. A map displays the area covered by a two-thirds of a mile
f X = B r ! o = =S . . . .
oxicity atthe University of Lentral . - . o West Residents Association reiterates radius around the Tower, which includes 8 primary schools, the whole of North
Lancashire, independently collects soil > B LD G S e e . : . . . :
J p Y ¢ s A | affected by the fire" SEtngRdce Kensington including Notting Dale, Notting Hill, Westbourne Park and Ladbroke
samples around the Tower in December

> > > . 1 [ X 17th : Humanity for Grenfell protest outside GrOVe, and parts of Shepherd's Bush nd Whlte Clty
2017 in order to investigate possible : & Town Hall

tamination of the sofl that might 2nd : Professor Anna Stec obtains samples to
C‘OE tan;]ma IDnhD |the i‘OI al e} Itpose a i / | investigate potential soil contamination lz;’:ayii:‘;‘zau°""'0”‘”“9“‘“* el Residents are alarmed and demand further information.
risk to human health. Her early results ¥/ o
indicate "huge concentrations" of potential

A q B 1 17th : Professor Anna Stec releases . — " "
carcinogens, prompting her to write, in statement 'Huge concentrations' of toxins found in
February 2017, to PHE, the Department of 5 Grenfell soil, study finds
Health, the Metropolitan Police and RBKC, g:m 1PHE\ Ie update responding to

. S . uardian article
urging them to conduct testing, including report warning of potential carcinogens
of blood and saliva from survivors, Nick Hopkins e, Ty
firefighters and local residents to monitor G ) il ; . i
damage to their DNA. No action is L\_;m GrenellRecovery Scrutiny fvoe

e Committee: soil contamination a special

undertaken by these agencies in response, item on the agenda
and the information is not disseminated ISelEst ey o]
further. The authorities later explain that residents write to PHE urging investigation
they could not act on the basis of EDEARLES
preliminary findings, and were waiting for a
full and peer-reviewed report which they

believed to be forthcomingA 13th : RBKC release message affirming il g o
29th : Removal of debris from garages commitment to long-term health needs

15th : RBKC press release: seeking meeting
with Anna Ste, link to PHE adv

under the Wall ys begins
12th : A Guardian article bre:

21st: Science Advisory Group meeting Stec's briefing on toxins in the

9th : NHS announces health sc

2th : NHS offers health advice clini programme for survivors

Kensington community

20th : SAG meeting

13th : MHCLG letter to residents announces
further environmental checks

Letter from Nick Hurd MP, Minister for Grenfell Victims, and James Brokenshire MP,
SoS for Housing, Communities & Local Government, informs residents that an
"expert multi-agency group which includes the Environment Agency, Public Health
England, RBKC and NHS England" had been set up in order to oversee additional
environmental checks, including soil sampling, and had had its first meeting. They
expect to appoint independent environmental specialists "within the next week"
and to run consulation workshops with the community in January to inform the
scope and locations of the investigation and sampling.



