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• 2.5 billion more people will be 
living in cities by 2050. 

• Nearly 90 per cent of urban 
growth will take place in Asia 
and Africa. 

• 80 per cent of urban 
infrastructure that will exist in 
India in 2050 has yet to be built.









HOW LARGE CITIES 

ARE GROWING
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• Image of a massive group of young people



420 million 
Africans are 
between 15-35. 
Youngest 
population in 
the world

The average 
age of African 
city dweller is 
20 

263 million 
young Africans 
will lack an 
economic 
stake by 2025

Context
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Waiting for Adulthood



Wait + hood = waiting for adulthood

A prolonged and difficult transition into adulthood.

Young people are unable to get jobs, establish families, 
setup their own households and become independent.

Waithood



Liggey = Work in Wolof

Work constitutes an important marker of adulthood 

The ability to work and provide for others defines a person’s 
self-worth and position in the family and community. 

Most young people in African cities  are unable to attain the 
sense of dignity embedded in the notion of liggey



“Before, our fathers went to 
work in the mines in South 
Africa and came home with 
enough money to pay lobolo
for a girl, build a house, and 

start a family …” 

(Joel, young Mozambican man)



Youthman

West African term that depicts unemployed 
35-year-olds or older still struggling to attain social adulthood.



Responses to Waithood



Waithood is dynamic and creative.

Forces  youth improvise livelihoods in the margins of mainstream 
societal processes.

Mozambicans:  ‘desenrascar a vida’ (to eke out a living)

Senegalese & Tunisians: ‘débrouillage’ (making do) 

South Africans: ‘we are just getting by’



The idea of ‘desenrascar a vida’, ‘débrouillage’ or 
‘getting by’ situates the waithood experience in the 
realm of improvisation and entails a conscious effort 
to assess challenges and possibilities on a daily basis. 



Street vending, smuggling, petty crime, swindling 



Street Gangs 



Prostitution, Sugar-Daddies and Sugar-Mamas



Performance, Arts, Music, Sports and Popular Culture 



Beauty: Hair, Nails, Clothing and Jewelry 



Repairing Electronic Devices, Bikes and Motorcycles  



Becoming savvy computer and Internet users 



• Young Africans are already redefining their urban spaces 

and cultures as entrepreneurs, workers, gangsters, artists, 

swindlers and activists

• How to ensure stable jobs and livelihoods for youth?

• How to engage youth, at various levels, in meaningful 
participatory urban governance?

• How to promote youth contributions towards a new urban 
agenda for Africa?

In Conclusion…
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The Housing

Challenge

2

1.6 billion people globally 

live without adequate 

shelter.

1 in 7 people on the planet 

currently lives in a slum.

1 in every 4 people will 

live in a slum by 2030, 

according to current 

estimates.

1 in 3 urban residents live in 

slums in developing 

countries.

In some countries, as much 

as 90% of the urban 

population live in slums.

Karachi, Pakistan



What is a 

slum?
UN-HABITAT defines an 

urban slum household as a 

group living under one roof 

who lack one or more of: 

1. Durable housing of a 

permanent nature

2. Sufficient living space -

not more than three people 

sharing the same room 

3. Access to safe and 

affordable water 

4. Access to sanitation 

5. Security of tenure that 

prevents forced evictions
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Challenge of Slums in Sub-Saharan Africa
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• In 2001 71.9% of Africa’s urban population lived in slums 

• By 2030 over half of the sub-continent's population will live in cities 

• Despite high economic growth over the past ten years, around 50% of 

Africans have incomes below US$ 1.25 per day

The dual pressures of a growing urban 

population and pervasive poverty

mean that African governments face 

a growing challenge of providing 

shelter for the poor. 

In 2014, UN-Habitat described

Africa's urban housing shortage 

as ‘acute’.
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Growth of Slums
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Housing Policy – From Supply to Support

Sub-Saharan Africa’s national housing policies 

have evolved over time, largely in accordance with 

international housing policies. 

• 1950s and 1960s the belief was that the state

should be responsible for the provision of 

housing and services

• Governments attempted to deliver low-cost 

conventional housing and services to growing 

urban populations 

• By the 1970s it became clear this strategy was

failing to provide a sufficient number of units 

that in turn were not affordable 

• Instead poor people built their own homes in 

informal settlements or resorted to multiple 

occupancy in ever more crowded slums 



Housing 

Policy – From 

Supply to 

Support

The shift to ‘support’ driven 

policies included self-help housing 

but there were cost and 

construction problems 

Reducing standards was another 

method, providing people with 

starter or core houses they could 

later add to when they could afford 

it.

Well intentioned but often still too 

expensive for the poorest. 
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Housing 

Policy

The next phase was one of 

enabling shelter strategies, 

such as:

Sites and services 

schemes 

Accessible housing 

finance

Security of tenure

A major problem was land, 

often marginal or on the 

periphery of cities, far from 

jobs, amenities and all but the 

most basic services 

Units bought by better off and 

rented out to lower income 

households
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Housing 

Policy in 2000s

International policies have 

become more varied with 

greater private sector 

involvement, while 

remaining essentially 

support driven in nature. 

International agencies tend 

to favour upgrading of 

informal settlements 

African shelter policies 

follow, at least in name, but 

in practice mass-scaled, 

supply-driven approaches to 

housing development are 

making a return.
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‘Beautification’ and Slum Clearance

Harare, Zimbabwe 



Contemporary Mass Scale Housing 

Development in Africa

Alongside economic drivers 

there are political drivers:

– National image and 

international competition

– Effective delivery of 

housing policy 

– Better financial 

instruments and PPPs

– An incentive or reward for 

votes

– Path dependency
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Central informal settlements in Addis 

Ababa are under threat
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Central Addis Ababa



Giving way to condominium housing on 

periphery of Addis Ababa
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Service delivery challenges

14



Conclusions: Interventions from the 

molecular to the macro scales

15Johannesburg





AFRICA’S TRANSPORT TRANSITION

















POPULAR 
TRANSIT

MASS 
TRANSIT







RIDESHARING BRANDS BY REGION







CAPACITY VS COSTS COMPARISON













ADDIS LIGHT RAIL TRANSIT

34

475m

13

ADDIS DJIBOUTI RAILWAYS

650

4.5bn
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THE CASE FOR RAIL AND ITS CHALLENGES

ADVANTAGES CHALLENGES















7-8 %
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