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SURVEYS USED

British Household Panel
Study (annually from 16)

British Cohort Study
(born in 1970)

ALSPAC (born in 1991/92)
Other rich countries



WHICH CURRENT CIRCUMSTANCES
EXPLAIN LIFE-SATISFACTION?

(Partial correlation coefficients)

Income

Education (years)

Not unemployed

Quality of work

Partnered

Non criminality

Physical health (no. of conditions)

Mental health (diagnosed dep/anx)

Source: Mainly BHPS 0 0.05 0.1 0.15 0.2



WHICH ASPECTS OF CHILD DEVELOPMENT
BEST PREDICT ADULT LIFE-SATISFACTION

(Partial correlation coefficients)

Qualifications

Good Behaviour at 16

Emotional health at 16

0 0.02 0.04 0.06 0.08 0.1



WHAT PREDICTS EMOTIONAL
HEALTH AT 16?

(Partial correlation coefficients)

Observed Family

Background

Primary School

Secondary School




POLICY

Aim at greatest happiness (with extra
weight to reducing misery).

 More redistribution, due to declining
marginal effect of income.

* More policies to help improve personal
skills (mental health, parenting,
partnering, helping others).
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