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Great Thinkers and Pivotal Leaders: Shaping the Global Order (IR100) 

Course duration: 54 hours lecture and class time (Over three weeks)  

LSE Teaching Department: Department of International Relations 

Lead Faculty: Dr James Ashley Morrison   

Pre-requisites: None. 

 

Course Description: 

This intensive course takes a historical approach to examining a series of pivotal transitions in the shaping of 
the global order across the last several centuries.  Focusing on some of the world’s most influential thinkers 
and leaders; from Smith to Keynes; from Napoleon to Churchill and beyond; the course explores the new ideas 
that ascended, the leaders that defined these orders, and the interaction between the two.  

 

A number of important questions will be examined and addressed, including; 

 What role do ideas play in international relations?  

 To what extent can individual leaders shape the global order?  

 Do circumstances determine which ideas and which leaders come to the fore? Or do men and women 
make their own history?  

 What does this history reveal that might help us to shape international politics today and in the future? 

This course considers international order from the standpoint of both international security and international 
political economy.  

 

The course will thus help students develop their capacity to analyse international relations generally and 
provide deeper knowledge of several of the canonical cases that continue to influence the study and practice 
of international politics today. It presumes no experience in either field or the social sciences more generally. 
As such, it is ideal for students who want a rigorous introduction to international politics. It will also appeal to 
students who want to delve deeper into the history and evolution of the international system. 

 

The twelve daily sessions for the course consist of a lecture that includes discussion, followed by a class which 
will allow for further group work.  

 

Reading: 

All course readings are available either through the links provided or on the course Moodle. 
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Course Structure: 

- Lectures: 36 hours  
- Classes: 18 hours  

 

Formative course work: 

- An essay of 1500 words, submitted to the class teacher. 
- A presentation in class on a topic agreed with the class teacher. 

 

Assessment:  

The assessment consists of: 

- An essay of 1500 words (bibliography does not count, word-count must be stated on the first page of 
the essay), submitted as an email attachment to be sent to the class teacher. The essay will count for 
25% of the final mark. Students must choose a question from among a list distributed at the end of the 
first week of the course. 

- A two-hour written exam at the end of the programme (students will be asked to answer two out of 
eight questions). The exam will count for 75% of the final mark. 

 

 

Lecture Schedule: 

1a. Introduction and Overview  

- Introduction to the Summer School 
- Course overview 
- Analysing ideas as causes 
- Individuals versus events, structure versus agency 

1b. Liberal Mercantilists: From Locke to Napoleon  

- Security versus wealth, power versus plenty 
- Mercantilist political economy 
- Locke’s role in the Glorious Revolution 
- Napoleon’s ‘Armed Doctrine’ 

 

2a. Adam Smith & the Birth of Free Trade  

- Liberal political economy 
- Smith’s influence on American Independence 
- Britain’s pivot toward trade liberalisation 
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2b. British Hegemony & the Free Trade Movement  

- Britain’s hegemonic ascent 
- The repeal of the Corn Laws 
- The rise of free trade in Europe 

 

3a. Marx: A Socialist Critique  

- Karl Marx’s political economy 
- Historical materialism 
- The coming communist revolution 

3b. Lenin & the Russian Revolution  

- Lenin’s theory of imperialism 
- The Russian Revolution and the creation of the USSR 

 

4a. Rise of the New Empires: America & Germany   

- Schmoller’s reconceptualisation of mercantilism 
- Kipling and ‘The White Man’s Burden’ 

4b. The Great War: A War of Ideas  

- Militarism and military thinking 
- Nationalism and imperialism 

 

5a. Wilson: An American Lost in Paris  

- Wilson’s idealistic vision versus Clemenceau’s Machiavellian manoeuvring  
- The negotiations at the Paris Peace Conference 

5b. Interwar Descent: The Consequences of the Peace  

- The seismic shifts following the war 
- The failed attempts to restore international cooperation 

 

6a. Great Depression, Great Transformations  

- The Great Depression 
- Hegemonic stability theory: the lack of leadership 
- The Polanyian explanation: The Great Transformation 

6b. The Rise of Keynes  

- The decline and fall of the gold standard 
- The rise of Keynes 
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7a. World War II: The Twenty Years’ Crisis in Europe  

- The roots of the European conflict 
- Hitler: the madness of a monster 

7b. World War II: The War in the East  

- The origins of conflict in the Pacific 
- Imperialism, racism, and State Shinto 

 

8a. The Bretton Woods System: Keynes Triumphant?  

- Keynes versus White 
- The Anglo-American postwar order 

8b. The Postwar Order: American Hegemony  

- The interwar roots of the postwar order 
- The role of American hegemony 

 

9a. Cold Warrior: Kennan’s Containment Strategy  

- The roots of the Cold War 
- Containment: Kennan’s prescription 

9b. The Cold War, Beginning to End  

- A history of the Cold Wars 
- The role of ideas in the collapse of the USSR 

 

10a. Decolonisation: Gandhi  

- Decolonisation in broad terms 
- The postcolonial critique 
- Gandhi’s Hind Swaraj 

10b. Decolonisation: Churchill & Roosevelt  

- Churchill’s empire of chauvinism 
- American support for decolonisation 

 

11a. Development: Prebisch & ISI  

- Raúl Prebisch and dependencia 
- ISI in practice 
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11b. Development: Friedman & EOI  

- Milton Friedman and ‘The Chicago Boys’ 
- The Latin American Experience 
- The ‘Asian Tigers’  

 

12a. Pre-emption: The Bush Doctrine  

- Condoleeza Rice before and after 9/11 
- The US National Security Strategy 

12b. Conciliation? Obama in Cairo and Yemen  

- Obama’s Cairo Speech 
- The 2009 Nobel Peace Prize 
- The evolution of the War on Terror 

 

Friday, 19 August – Final Exam 
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Seminar Schedule: 

Seminar 1: The Rise of the Mercantilists  

Key questions:  

- How did mercantilists view the relationship between economics and security? 
- What role did Locke play in shaping England’s foreign policy following the Glorious Revolution? 
- Was Napoleon’s ascent the product of events? Or did Napoleon himself determine the events that 

mattered? 

Required Reading:  

- Pincus, Steven. ‘Rethinking Mercantilism: Political Economy, the British Empire, and the Atlantic World 
in the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries’. William and Mary Quarterly, 3d ser., 69(1), January 
2012. Just pp 12-29. (17pp) 

- Locke, John. Locke, John. Second Treatise of Government. 1690. Chs VIII-IX. (22 pp) Link 
- Cary, John, Essay on the State of England. (1695) pp 48-51; 130-141 
- Bonaparte, Napoleon. ‘The Continental System’. (21 November 1806) Available via: 

http://chnm.gmu.edu/revolution/d/518/  

Additional Reading  

- Mun, Thomas, England’s Treasure by Forraign Trade. Chs, 2, 4, 8, 21. 
http://socserv2.socsci.mcmaster.ca/econ/ugcm/3ll3/mun/treasure.txt 

- Hobbes, Thomas. “On the Natural Condition of Mankind,” Part I, Chapter XIII of Leviathan [1651]. (6 
pp) Available via: http://etext.library.adelaide.edu.au/h/h68l/chapter13.html 

- North, Douglas & Barry Weingast. ‘Constitutions and Commitment: The Evolution of Institutional 
Governing Public Choice in Seventeenth-Century England.’ The Journal of Economic History, Vol. 49, 
No. 4 (Dec., 1989), 803-832. 

- Viner, Jacob. Essays on the Intellectual History of Economics, Ch 4. (25 pp) HB75 V78 

 

Seminar 2: The Rise of Britain and its Liberalism  

Key questions:  

- On what grounds did the liberals critique the mercantilists? Were these criticisms fair? 
- What did liberals see as the relationship between trade management and international conflict? 
- When did Britain’s approach to trade shift from mercantilism to liberalism? What drove this shift? 

Required Reading:  

- Smith, Adam. Lectures on Jurisprudence. pp 207-209. (3 pp) 
- Smith, Adam. The Wealth of Nations. Bk IV, Ch 2; and Selection on Free Trade. (24 pp) 
- Cobden, Richard. ‘On the Total and Immediate Repeal of the Corn Laws’. Speech to the House of 

Commons, 15 January 1846. http://lf-oll.s3.amazonaws.com/titles/2509/Cobden_CornLaws1846.pdf  
- Mill, JS. Principles of Political Economy. 1848 II.V, ‘Of Slavery’; III.XVII, ‘On International Trade’. 

http://www.econlib.org/library/Mill/mlP.html 

http://www.constitution.org/jl/2ndtreat.htm
http://chnm.gmu.edu/revolution/d/518/
http://socserv2.socsci.mcmaster.ca/econ/ugcm/3ll3/mun/treasure.txt
http://etext.library.adelaide.edu.au/h/h68l/chapter13.html
http://lf-oll.s3.amazonaws.com/titles/2509/Cobden_CornLaws1846.pdf
http://www.econlib.org/library/Mill/mlP.html
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Additional Reading  

- Jacob Viner, Essays on the Intellectual History of Economics, Chs 8 and 10. 
- Morrison, JA. “Before Hegemony: Adam Smith, American Independence, and the Origins of the First 

Era of Globalization.” International Organization 66(3): 395-428. (2012) 
- Kindleberger, Charles. 1975. ‘The Rise of Free Trade in Western Europe, 1820–1875.’ Journal of 

Economic History 35 (1):20–55. 
- Schonhardt-Bailey, Cheryl. From the Corn Laws to Free Trade: Ideas, Interests, and Institutions in 

Historical Perspective. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 2006. Ch 1. (30 pp) 

 

Seminar 3: Communism: From Marx to Lenin  

Key questions:  

- According to Marx, what was the relationship between ideas and interests, between ideational and 
material variables? 

- What factors, according to Marx, would bring about the communist revolution? Where was the 
revolution most likely to begin, in the most or least developed societies? 

- How does Marx’s communism compare to Lenin’s socialism? On what grounds does Lenin disagree? 

Required Reading:  

- Marx, Karl. The German Ideology, in Karl Marx: Selected Writings, David McLellan, ed. pp 180-201.  
- Friedrich Engels and Karl Marx, The Communist Manifesto.  
- VI Lenin, Imperialism, the Highest Stage of Capitalism. 1917. Ch 10, ‘The Place of Imperialism In 

History.’ https://www.marxists.org/archive/lenin/works/1916/imp-hsc/ch10.htm  

Additional Reading  

- Trotsky, Leon. The Revolution Betrayed. 1937. Appendix ‘Socialism in One Country’. 
https://www.marxists.org/archive/trotsky/1936/revbet/ch12.htm 

 

 

Seminar 4: The Great War: Clash of Empires, Clash of Ideas  

Key questions:  

- According to Schmoller, what was the principle of mercantilism? What relevance did it have for 
Germany in the nineteenth century? 

- On what bases did Kipling justify American colonisation of the Philippines? To what extent were his 
views in line with those embraced by other empires? 

- To what extent, and in what ways, did ideas of nationalism, military strategy, imperial rivalry give rise 
to the First World War? How did these ideational variables interact with ‘structural’ or ‘material’ 
variables? 

- Were liberals too optimistic about the influence that shared economic interests and ‘rationality’ exert 
in international relations? 

https://www.marxists.org/archive/lenin/works/1916/imp-hsc/ch10.htm
https://www.marxists.org/archive/trotsky/1936/revbet/ch12.htm


 

    

Course content is subject to change. Last updated: January 2016    

8 

Required Reading:  

- Gustav von Schmoller. The Mercantile System and Its Historical Significance Illustrated Chiefly from 
Prussian History. (1884) pp 50-80. 

- Kipling, Rudyard. “The White Man’s Burden: The United States and the Philippine Islands.” [1899] 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/White_Man%27s_Burden . 

- Brooke, Rupert. “1914.” In Collected Poems. [1915]. Sonnets, I-V (pp 107-11). Available via: Google 
Books. 

- Angell, Norman. The Great Illusion: A Study of the Relation of Military Power to National Advantage. 
New York: G. P. Putnam’s Sons, 1909. Ch 3: “The Great Illusion.” (20 pp) Available via: Google Books. 

Additional Reading  

- Keynes, JM. The Economic Consequences of the Peace. [1919] Chs 1-2. (16 pp) Available via: 
http://books.google.com/ 

- Kennan, George. American Diplomacy. Ch 4: “World War I.” (19 pp) 
- Van Evera, Stephen. “The Cult of the Offensive and the Origins of the First World War.” International 

Security 9:1 (Summer 1984), pp. 58-107. Skim to get main argument. (49 pp) Link 
- Sagan, Scott D. “1914 Revisited: Allies, Offense, and Instability.” International Security 11, no. 2 (1986): 

151-75. (24 pp) Link 

 

Seminar 5: The Consequences of the War and Its Peace  

Key questions:  

- How, specifically, did Wilson intend to reshape the international order following the First World War? 
Which proposals were the most realistic? Which were the least? 

- According to Keynes, what factors proved most crucial in shaping the Paris Peace Conference? What 
was the relative influence of material and ideational factors? 

- What efforts did policymakers make to recreate the prewar international order? Why did they fail? 

Required Reading:  

- Eichengreen, Barry J. Globalizing Capital. Ch 3, 45-72. (27 pp) 
- Wilson, Woodrow. The Fourteen Points. US Congress. January 8, 1918. (5 pp) Link 
- Keynes, JM. The Economic Consequences of the Peace. [1919] Ch 3. (28 pp) Chs 4-6 Recommended. 
- Churchill, Winston. Speech on the Gold Standard Bill. House of Commons. 4 May 1925. Link 

Additional Reading  

- Keynes, JM. The Economic Consequences of the Peace. [1919] Chs 4-6. 
- Keynes, JM. “The of End of Laissez-Faire.” [1926] Reprinted in Essays in Persuasion. (22 pp) 
- Sally, Razeen. ‘Hayek and international economic order’. ORDO: Jahrbuch für die Ordnung von 

Wirtschaft und Gesellschaft Bd. 51, (2000), pp. 97-118. 
- Hayek, FA. The Road to Serfdom. Ch 15, ‘The Prospects of International Order’. (20 pp) HD82 H41 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/White_Man%27s_Burden
http://books.google.com/
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2538636
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2538961
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Seminar 6: Great Depression, Great Transformations  

Key questions:  

- What role did the US play in the global economy prior to its 1929 stock market crash? What role did it 
play after? What caused the US to shift its approach? 

- How did Roosevelt view the relationship between the US economic recovery and the global economic 
recovery? Do you think he was correct in this assessment? Would his perspective have been more or 
less true for the economic positions of the other leading powers (such as Britain, Germany, France, and 
the USSR)? 

- To what extent was Keynes a mercantilist? What role did mercantilist theory play in Keynes’s approach 
to international relations? 

- What was ‘The Great Transformation’? To what extent do you think it occurred in the interwar period? 
How can it be explained? 

- What role did the following factors play in shaping policy during the Great Depression: (a) international 
cooperation; (b) the distribution of power in the international system; (c) evolving norms and values; 
(d) the reconfiguration of domestic institutions; (e) the ascent of new political and economic interests; 
and (f) shifts in causal understandings of economics?  

Required Reading:  

- Kindleberger, Charles P. The World in Depression, 1929-1939. Berkeley: University of California Press, 
1973. pp 288-300. (12 pp) 

- Keynes, JM. Essays in Persuasion. Part III, Chs 5, 7. (20 pp) 
- Roosevelt, FD. First Inaugural. 4 March 1933. 
- Keynes, JM. The General Theory of Employment, Interest, and Money. Ch 23, Parts I-V. (19 pp) 

Additional Reading  

- Eichengreen, Barry, and Douglas Irwin. 1995. “Trade blocs, currency blocs and the reorientation of 
world trade in the 1930s.” Journal of International Economics 38(1-2): 1–24. 

- Friedman, Milton & Ann Schwartz. A Monetary History of the United States, 1867-1960. Ch 7.  
- Polanyi, Karl. The Great Transformation. Boston: Beacon Press. 1957. Ch 19. 
- Morrison, JA. 2016. “Shocking Intellectual Austerity: The Role of Ideas in the Demise of the Gold 

Standard in Britain.” International Organization 70(1). 

 

Seminar 7: World War II  

Key questions:  

- To what extent did the rise of the Nazis turn on Hitler in particular? To what extent can it be explained 
by deeper ‘structural’ factors, such as Europe’s political situation and western values and norms at the 
time? 

- What role did struggle and violence play in the theories of National Socialism? What role did they play 
in liberal theory at the time?  
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- How would you compare and contrast the imperial impulse in Nazi Germany with the drive to 
imperialism in other great powers (such as Britain, France, the US, Japan, and Russia) at that time and 
in the recent past? 

- Compare and contrast national socialism, state Shintoism, and liberalism on the following issues: the 
individual versus the community; rights for minorities; international law; state sovereignty; and the 
relationship between wealth and security? 

- What drove the Japanese to build an empire? 
- What prompted Japan to attack to the United States in 1941? Given the information available at the 

time, was this a ‘rational’ decision? 

Required Reading:  

- “The Hossbach Memorandum,” in Documents on German Foreign Policy 1918-1945, series D, vol. 1 
(Washington: United States Government Printing Office), pp. 29-39. (10 pp) 

- Hitler, Adolph. Speech delivered at the Berlin Sports Palace, January 30, 1941. 
- Hitler, Adolph. Three Years’ Struggle for Peace. Parts of speeches given by Hitler assembled by the Nazi 

party. Released September 9, 1935. Link 
- Tharoor, Ishaan. “What George Orwell said about Hitler’s ‘Mein Kampf’”. The Washington Post. 25 

February 2015. Link | Review  
- Memoranda from Japanese Imperial Conference, September 1941. Appendices 3, 4, & 5. (7 pp) 

Additional Reading  

- Allan Bullock, “Hitler and the Origins of the Second World War,” in Wm. Roger Louis, ed., The Origins of 
the Second World War: A. J. P. Taylor and His Critics (New York: John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 1972), pp. 117-
45. (28 pp) 

- Scott D. Sagan, “The Origins of the Pacific War,” Journal of Interdisciplinary History, Vol.XVIII, No. 4 
(Spring 1988), pp. 893-922. (29 pp) Link 

 

Seminar 8: The Anglo-American Postwar Order  

Key questions:  

- On what points did Keynes and White disagree about the design of the postwar order? Who won on 
each point? How would you explain these outcomes? 

- What role did ideas, institutions, and interests & power play in prompting the US embrace trade 
liberalisation from the mid-1930s onwards? 

- In so far as the postwar liberalisation depended on the US economic hegemony, why didn’t the world 
deglobalise as US relative economic power declined? 

Required Reading:  

- The Atlantic Charter. August 14, 1941. (1 p) Available via: 
http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/wwii/atlantic.htm 

- Keynes, JM. “Proposals for an International Currency Union.” 2nd Draft. November 18, 1941. (19 pp) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e2qvN0iyvr8
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/worldviews/wp/2015/02/25/what-george-orwell-said-about-hitlers-mein-kampf/
http://www.openculture.com/2014/08/george-orwell-reviews-mein-kampf-1940.html
http://www.jstor.org/stable/204828
http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/wwii/atlantic.htm
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- Joint statement by Experts of United and Associated Nations on the Establishment of an International 
Stabilisation Fund. April, 1944. (10 pp) 

Additional Reading  

- Bailey, Michael, Judith Goldstein, and Barry Weingast. “The Institutional Roots of American Trade 
Policy: Politics, Coalitions, and International Trade.” World Politics 49, no. 3 (1997): 309-38. (20 pp) 

- Hiscox, Michael J. “The Magic Bullet? The RTAA, Institutional Reform, and Trade Liberalization.” 
International Organization 53, no. 4 (1999): 669-98. (21 pp) 

- Irwin, Douglas A., Petros C. Mavroidis, and Alan O. Sykes. The Genesis of the GATT. New York: 
Cambridge University Press, 2008. Introduction, 1.1-1.3, 1.7-1.8, 1.12. 

- Ikenberry, G. John. After Victory. Ch 6: “The Settlement of 1945.” (52 pp) 

 

Seminar 9: Ideas in the Cold War  

Key questions:  

- To what extent did Churchill and Kennan describe the Cold War? And to what extent did they help to 
construct it? 

- According to Kennan, what was the relationship between the Second World War and the Cold War? 
- How much agency did Kennedy and Kruschev, as individuals, enjoy?  
- How did world leaders explain the end of the Cold War in the 1990s? How does Gorbachev’s view of 

the role of ideas fit with Marx’s historical materialism? How does it compare to Keynes’s predictions at 
the end of the General Theory? How does Thatcher’s view compare?  

- What new challenges emerged following the end of the Cold War? To what extent were these 
challenges correctly anticipated by policymakers at the time? 

Required Reading:  

- Churchill, Winston. “Sinews of Peace (Iron Curtain).” Commencement address given at Westminster 
College, Fulton, Missouri, March 5, 1946. Available via: 
http://www.winstonchurchill.org/i4a/pages/index.cfm?pageid=429 

- Kennan, George. “Long Telegram.” Moscow, February 22, 1946. (10 pp) 
- Kennan, George. “The Sources of Soviet Conduct.” [1947] (In Mingst & Snyder.) (4 pp) 
- “NSC-68: United States Objectives and Programs for National Security.” April 14, 1950. Excerpts. (10 

pp) 
- Eisenhower, Dwight D. Remarks from News Conference in which Domino Theory Principle was 

Presented. April 7, 1954. (5 pp) 
- ‘Foreign News: We Will Bury You!’ Time. 26 November, 1956. 
- Kennedy, John F. Address to the Nation. October 22, 1962. (15 pp) 
- Gorbachev, Mikhail, Margaret Thatcher, George Bush, Francois Mitterrand, Brian Mulroney, and Fidel 

Castro. “What Did We End the Cold War For?” New Perspectives Quarterly 13, no. 1 (1996): 18-28. (10 
pp) 

Additional Reading  

http://www.winstonchurchill.org/i4a/pages/index.cfm?pageid=429
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- Ikenberry, G. John. After Victory. Ch 7: “After the Cold War.” (42 pp) 
- Kennan, George. American Diplomacy. Pt I, Ch 5: “World War II.” (17 pp) 
- Gaddis, John Lewis. “NSC-68 and the Korean War,” in Strategies of Containment. 1982. New York: 

Oxford University Press, pp. 89-126. (37 pp) 

 

Seminar 10: Decolonisation  

Key questions:  

- Why was Gandhi renamed ‘Mahatma’? 
- What did Gandi mean by ‘home rule’? To what extent was Gandhi challenging the rule of India by 

Westerners? To what extent was Gandhi challenging the rule of Indians by western norms and values?  
- Given the trajectory of India since 1909, how successful has he been in mounting each challenge? 
- On what grounds did Churchill reject Gandhi’s bid for home rule? If Churchill were alive today, would 

he believe his earlier views were wrong? On what grounds would he make that assessment?  

Required Reading:  

- Gandhi, Mohandas K. Hind Swaraj or Indian Home Rule. [1909] Read all but Chs 2-3, 9, 15, and 
appendices.  

- Churchill, Winston. “Our Duty in India.” Speech given at Albert Hall, March 18, 1931. Available via: 
http://www.winstonchurchill.org/i4a/pages/index.cfm?pageid=1191 

Additional Reading  

- Chakrabarty, Dipesh. Provincializing Europe: Postcolonial Thought and Historical Difference. Ch 1. 

 

Seminar 11: Competing Development Strategies  

Key questions:  

- What is ‘dependency’ theory? How does it relate to the terms of trade? 
- What challenges and limitations come with relying on a strategy of import substitution 

industrialisation? Has ISI ever worked? 
- According to its advocates, what are the principles of the ‘Chicago School’ approach to macroeconomic 

and foreign economic policy? Where, do they claim, has it been embraced? 
- What is the relationship between democracy, individual (political) liberty, and the economic policies 

supported by the ‘Chicago School’? To what extent are the ‘Chicago Boys’ accountable for the political 
repression in the Pinochet regime? 

- Given the examples of Chile under Augusto Pinochet, Singapore under Lee Kuan Yew, and South Korea 
under Park Chung-hee, do rapid economic development and political repression go hand-in-hand? 

Required Reading:  

- Hans Singer, "Gains and Losses from Trade and Investment in Underdeveloped Countries," American 
Economic Review (May 1950). (14 pp) 

- Harberger, Arnold. Commanding Heights Interview. PBS. October 2000. (17 pp) 

http://www.winstonchurchill.org/i4a/pages/index.cfm?pageid=1191
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- Friedman, Milton. Commanding Heights Interview. PBS. October 2000. pp 14-17 (3 pp) 

Additional Reading  

- Frieden, Jeff. Global Capitalism. Chs 13, 18 (42 pp) 
- Raúl Prebisch, "The Economic Development of Latin America and Its Principal Problems," Economic 

Bulletin for Latin America, 7 (1950). 

 

 

Seminar 12: Wars on Terror  

Key questions:  

- How did the Bush administration define ‘terror’? How did it define the objectives and enemies of the 
‘War on Terror’? 

- In his Cairo speech, how did Obama attempt to shift the US approach to the Islamic world? 
- To what extent is the use of ‘targeted killing’ in line with the values Obama espoused previously?  
- Is the use of ‘targeted killing’ a substitute for, or a complement to, more ‘conventional’ pursuits of 

American security objectives?  
- Do you expect subsequent presidents to use ‘targeted killing’ at a greater or lesser rate than Obama 

has done? 

Required Reading:  

- Bush, George W. Address to a Joint Session of Congress and the American People, September 20, 2001. 
- Bush, George W. “National Security Strategy of the United States of America,” 17 September 2002. 

(Skip Ch 9.) (30 pp) 
- Obama, Barack. Speech in Cairo. 4 June 2009. Video | Text  
- Obama, Barack. Remarks by the President on Winning the Nobel Peace Prize. October 9, 2009. Link (1 

p) 
- Junod, Tom. 'The Lethal Presidency of Barack Obama'. Esquire, August 2012. Link 

Additional Reading  

- David Lake, “Rational Extremism: Understanding Terrorism in the Twenty-First Century,” Dialog IO 1:1 
(January 2002), pp. 15-29.  (14 pp) 

- Kenneth M. Pollack, “Next Stop Baghdad?” Foreign Affairs, Vol. 81, No. 2 (March/April 2002), pp. 32-
47. Link (15 pp) 

- John J. Mearsheimer and Stephen M. Walt, “An Unnecessary War,” Foreign Policy, (January/February 
2003), pp. 51-59. Link (8 pp) 

- Carty, Anthony. “The Iraq Invasion as a Recent United Kingdom ‘Contribution to International Law’.” 
European Journal of International Law 16, no. 1 (2005): 143-51. (8 pp)  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B_889oBKkNU
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/04/us/politics/04obama.text.html
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/remarks-president-winning-nobel-peace-prize
http://www.esquire.com/news-politics/a14627/obama-lethal-presidency-0812/
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- Dill, Janina. 'The 21st century belligerent’s trilemma,' European Journal of International Law, 26(1), 
2015. (26 pp) 

Credit Transfer: If you are hoping to earn credit by taking this course, please ensure that you 
confirm it is eligible for credit transfer well in advance of the start date. Please discuss this directly 
with your home institution or Study Abroad Advisor.  

As a guide, our LSE Summer School courses are typically eligible for three credits within the US 
system and 7.5ECTS in Europe.  Different institutions and countries can, and will, vary. You will 
receive a digital transcript and a printed certificate following your successful completion of the 
course in order to make arrangements for transfer of credit.  

If you have any queries, please direct them to summer.school@lse.ac.uk 


