
‘If there is a concept which is 
explained in a book and you think 
you understand it, you always 
need to be able to follow the 
logical steps which lead you to 
the axioms - to the basic notions.’

Vladimir Mukharlyamov

'There are several tips I can give. 
I always tried to understand 
the subject so well that I could 
explain it to others, because 
explaining it to others is more 
difficult than understanding 
it yourself. If there is a concept 
which is explained in a book 
and you think you understand 
it, you always need to be able to 

follow the logical steps which 
lead you to the axioms – to the 
basic notions. Intuition is also 
really important, because the 
examiners always require three 
types of answers: a rigorous 
mathematical explanation; a 
graphical explanation, to show 
how you visualise the problem; 
and an intuitive explanation, 

how you would explain it to 
your grandma or your daughter, 
so that anyone without 
knowledge of these particular 
subjects can understand 
them. The best professors are 
those who explain complex 
things in simple terms'.

Vladimir studied for his BSc 
Economics in Moscow. He was 
awarded two scholarships to 
study an MSc in Finance and 
Economics at LSE. Vladimir 
was jointly awarded the annual 
Gerstenberg Memorial Prize in 
Political Economy.

Profile: Vladimir Mukharlyamov | BSc Economics graduate

www.londonexternal.ac.uk/lse  13


