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‘If you open a study guide, it’s 
written in such an instructive 
manner: in the first week this 
is exactly what you should be 
doing, these are the chapters 
you should be looking at, these 
are the notes, these are the 
textbooks. It doesn’t assume 
any prior knowledge. Mastering 
the study guide was really the 
key to doing well in an exam.

For an examination where 

you’re expected to write an 
essay, I think the key is to be 
honest with the examiner. Write 
what you’re really convinced 
about in your heart. Because 
when you’re convinced about 
a particular idea, the ability 
to be articulate about it in 
words comes by default. The 
examiner just wants to see how 
you think. They want to see 
how sceptical you are. Even 

if you’re on the wrong side of 
the argument, it’s fine, they 
really want to see how you can 
argue your way out and that 
you have a mind of your own. 
That could really gain you some 
bonus points with the examiner, 
rather than just writing a 
statement because you think 
it could probably be correct.’
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