May 2017 - Visa Special

Offer Holder |News

As an overseas student, you are receiving this month’s Visa Special newsletter.

If you hold an EU, EEA, or Swiss passport (and will be travelling to the UK on this passport),

you will not require a visa, and may disregard this bulletin.

TIER 4 VISAS

If you do not hold an EU/EEA/Swiss passport, you will require
immigration permission to allow you to study in the UK. For the
majority of our graduate offer holders the visa required will be a
Tier 4 student visa.

Tier 4 Visas

The Tier 4 student visa is designed for full-time programmes
of study, longer than 6 months.

To be able to apply for a visa to study at LSE you must have a
Confirmation of Acceptance for Study (CAS) issued by LSE.

Students already in the UK

If you are currently in the UK on a Visitor visa, a Short-term
study visa or in some other immigration categories, you cannot
apply for your Tier 4 student visa from within the UK.

If you are already in the UK, please contact the LSE
International Student Visa Advice Team (ISVAT), and check the
Immigration Rules to find out if you are able to apply from inside
the UK.

If you are already in the UK as a student studying at a different
institution, you must apply for a Tier 4 Student visa to study at
LSE before you can register and start your programme —
check the guidance from ISVAT on applying inside the UK.

Where to seek advice

Quick links

Graduate Admissions
Access earlier editions
of the newsletter
Offer Pack [PDF]
Department contacts
Term dates 2017/8
LSE for You

FAQs

Careers

Graduate Destinations
CMA

Postgraduate course
and programme
information for 2017/8

Your academic department will not be able to provide you with immigration advice. Our International
Student Visa Advice Team (ISVAT) are legally qualified to advise you on the immigration rules.

Visit the ISVAT web pages for information and contact details.

® @& & & & & & & @& & & & & & O O 0 0 O O O O ° """ PPN


http://www.lse.ac.uk/study/graduate/home.aspx
http://www.lse.ac.uk/study/graduate/offerHolder/offerHolderNews/home.aspx
http://www.lse.ac.uk/study/graduate/pdfs/Graduate-Offer-pack-2017.pdf
http://www.lse.ac.uk/study/graduate/offerHolder/departmentalContacts/home.aspx
http://www.lse.ac.uk/intranet/diaryAndEvents/termDates/Home.aspx
https://auth.lse.ac.uk/auth/login?service=https%3A%2F%2Flfy.lse.ac.uk%2Fportal%2Fp%2F&renew=true
https://lfylive.lse.ac.uk/lfy/tc/enquiries/enquiry.html?a=2&c=1
http://www.lse.ac.uk/lifeAtLSE/careersEmployability/Home.aspx
http://www.lse.ac.uk/intranet/CareersAndVacancies/graduateDestinations/Home.aspx
http://www.lse.ac.uk/study/CMA/home.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/lseps
https://twitter.com/LSEnews?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.instagram.com/londonschoolofeconomics/
https://www.linkedin.com/edu/the-london-school-of-economics-and-political-science-(lse)-19926
https://www.flickr.com/photos/lseinpictures/
https://www.youtube.com/user/lsewebsite
http://www.lse.ac.uk/intranet/students/ISVAT/home.aspx
http://www.lse.ac.uk/intranet/students/ISVAT/currentStudents/How-to-apply-for-aTier4-(General)visaforLSE.aspx
http://www.lse.ac.uk/intranet/students/ISVAT/home.aspx
http://www.lse.ac.uk/intranet/students/ISVAT/News.aspx
http://www.lse.ac.uk/intranet/students/ISVAT/News.aspx
http://www.lse.ac.uk/resources/calendar/CourseAndProgrammeInfo/updatedPGProspective.htm

RECEIVING YOUR CAS

We can only issue a CAS to students who:

-hold an unconditional offer,

-have accepted their offer,
*have returned the Financial Undertaking
Form, and

-have provided official proof of their English
results (if required).

You will receive your CAS number via email.
The CAS itself is a unique reference number
which confirms that LSE will be your Tier 4
Sponsor. You will need to use this number
in the Tier 4 student visa application form.
You will not need a copy of your offer letter
as part of your visa application.

We will start the process of issuing CASs in
batches this month. Before we issue you
with your CAS, we will send you an email
(known as a Pre-CAS) which lists the
information that we will send to UK Visas
and Immigration to generate your CAS.
Please read through this carefully and
respond to the email if any changes
need to be made. It is quicker to make
changes before the CAS is issued.

Please be patient; the best way for you to
get your CAS is to make sure that your
documents have all been sent to us.

You can also check our current
processing times for an idea of how long

it may take to process your documents.

FINANCIAL DOCUMENTS

After receiving your CAS

Once you receive your CAS statement,
please check these details carefully as
errors could lead to your visa application

being refused:

O Personal details: Please check that
these match your passport exactly. If
you get a new passport after you have
been issued your CAS statement,
please update Graduate Admissions
with the details of your new passport
and wait until we update your CAS
before submitting your visa application.

QInformation regarding your LSE offer:
Please check your offer letter to confirm
that the full title of your programme is
correct. You should always use the
course start date quoted in your CAS
statement when completing your visa
application (the offer letter may show a
slightly different date due to the way we
organise registration).

Q Sponsor Licence Number (SLN):
LSE’s SLN is 1RRV3MMEX

Q Evidence reviewed: At the visa
application stage you will need to
provide evidence of the qualification
listed in your CAS statement. Please
ensure that the institution name and
qualification on your CAS statement
match those stated on your official
transcript / degree certificate.

You should read the information on the International Student Visa Advice Team (ISVAT) web
page very carefully. It is not difficult to apply for a Tier 4 visa, but it is easy to make simple

mistakes which can lead to your visa being refused. In our experience, the majority of refusals

occur because of avoidable mistakes with financial documents.

At the visa application stage you will need to provide evidence (in the form of official bank
statements, scholarship letters and/or receipts) that you have the finances in place to cover your

tuition and maintenance costs.

You need to show you have held the following funds in an accepted account for a 28 consecutive day

period from the closing balance:

- Tuition fees for your programme as stated on your CAS; plus
- £1,265 per month living costs up to a maximum of nine months (£11,385).
There must be no more than 31 days between your date of application and the closing balance of

your bank statement. Details of money paid by you or your home institution towards your LSE tuition

fees will be listed on your CAS.

Please make sure that you read the online guidance in detail, and make you meet all the criteria

for this section of your visa application.


http://www.lse.ac.uk/intranet/students/ISVAT/home.aspx
http://www.lse.ac.uk/intranet/students/ISVAT/currentStudents/How-to-apply-for-aTier4-(General)visaforLSE.aspx
http://www.lse.ac.uk/study/graduate/offerHolder/whatNext/02offerReplyForm.aspx
http://www.lse.ac.uk/study/graduate/offerHolder/whatNext/07financialUndertaking.aspx
http://www.lse.ac.uk/study/graduate/offerHolder/whatNext/07financialUndertaking.aspx
http://www.lse.ac.uk/study/graduate/news/currentProcessing.aspx

Time limit on degree level studies

UKVI has introduced a limit on the time that a
student can spend studying in the UK on a
Tier 4 student visa.

For the majority of postgraduate students the
limit is 5 years at degree level or above. We
check that you are not affected by this limit
before issuing you with a CAS, but if you
believe that this will affect you, please let us
know immediately.

Further information on the time limit,
and exemptions, can be found on the
UKVI website.

Credibility interviews

For many students, a credibility interview will
be part of the Tier 4 application process.
More information on this can be found here
(you will need to scroll down to the header
‘Do | have to go for an interview as part of
my application?’)

Students who are required to attend an
interview may experience delays to their visa
application. We therefore advise students to
submit their visa application as soon as
possible (but no more than three months
before your programme starts), taking into
consideration the UKV/’s financial
requirements.

If you have had problems with your UK
immigration history in the past, please
contact ISVAT for advice before
submitting your application (use the
form on our website).

@ Who to contact for help

For advice on the immigration rules and the visa
application:

* Check the ISVAT quidance online

« Contact the ISVAT team online

For queries relating to your CAS:

« Contact the Graduate Admissions
CAS team on
admissions.visa.queries@lse.ac.uk

Resources:
* UKCISA * ISVAT

® British Council ¢ UKVI

Immigration Health surcharge

The UK Government has introduced an
additional charge for many temporary visitors,
including students, to cover potential costs
incurred by the National Health Service
(NHS).

You must pay a set amount for each year that
you may be in the UK. It is not an optional
charge and failure to pay or pay the correct
amount can lead to your visa being refused.

If you’re making an immigration application
online you pay the healthcare surcharge as
part of the application process. If you're
making an immigration application at a
premium service centre, you pay the
surcharge when you book an appointment.

Details on the immigration health charge and
how to calculate it can be found on the Home
Office website.

For full guidance on how to make your visa
application, please see the relevant pages of
the ISVAT website.

English Language tests

If we have set you an English condition,
you must meet this before you will get
your CAS.

If you are coming to LSE to study a degree
level programme, we will accept the tests
stated on our entry requirements page.

PLAN AHEAD

Please remember that visa
processing times can vary greatly
depending on where you make your
application, and it is important to
give yourself enough time for your
visa application.

To check recent visa processing times in
your country, you can use this online tool:
visa-processingtimes.homeoffice.gov.uk/

Bear in mind that this tool does not
provide a guaranteed processing time, just
a general indication of how long the
average waiting time currently is, and
these times may increase over the
summer period.


https://www.lse.ac.uk/intranet/students/ISVAT/secure/ISVAT-Query-Form.aspx
http://www.lse.ac.uk/intranet/students/ISVAT/home.aspx
http://www.lse.ac.uk/intranet/students/ISVAT/home.aspx
http://www.lse.ac.uk/intranet/students/ISVAT/currentStudents/How-to-apply-for-aTier4-(General)visaforLSE.aspx
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http://www.lse.ac.uk/intranet/students/ISVAT/currentStudents/How-to-apply-for-aTier4-(General)visaforLSE.aspx
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mailto: Admissions.Visa.Queries@lse.ac.uk

ENJOYING LONDON

We've pulled together some of our best
videos and quotes from our students to
give you some pointers on enjoying the
city, and what it is really like to be an
LSE student. Click on the thumbnails to
view.

Life in London

Why study in London?

London is home to over 100,000 international
students from more than 200 countries. With a
number of world-class universities, a huge range of
courses and an exciting social life on offer, London
is the top study destination in the world.

Watch the video to find out the top reasons for
studying in London, presented by international
students from around the world. Credit:
studylondon.ac.uk

"London is a fantastic place for students; it
is a city that can be all things to all people.

More than any other global centre, London
truly feels like the crossroads of the world."

Jake Dedoyard, MSc Economic History

"When going to study economics you think
of LSE because of its reputation and the
quality of its academic staff, but what
swayed my decision was the prospect of
studying in the heart of such a fantastic city
and the diversity of the people | would
meet. Being in the centre of London means
there is always something to do and
certainly no time to get bored. | have had
the chance to meet some of the leaders in
the field of economics and politics thanks
to the excellent programme of speakers at
the university, and it has been wonderful to
get a flavour of what London has to offer
whilst | have been here."

Lorenzo Moruzzi, MSc Economics

“London is a magical city, making it an
ideal place to form friendships and bond
over its offerings. Whether you are
studying for exams in private rooms,
working on papers in its cafes, watching
plays in its theatres or eating in one its
delicious restaurants, London is the perfect
place to be experienced alone or with
friends."

Dima Issa, MSc Global Media and
Communications

"Living in London is an amazing experience
in itself as it is one of the most diverse and
dynamic cities in the world. It becomes
even better when you are a part of a group
of brilliant international students with whom
you can share your different cultures and
experiences — people who normally you
may never have a chance to interact with."

Tarek El Merhabi, MSc Law and Accounting

Need further advice?

The UK Council for International
Student Affairs (UKCISA) provide a

wealth of advice on their|website] You
can find out about visas, study skills,

living costs, and much more.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KpC0Oepj4FQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tcv6uICcpsA&t=7s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J-MUD85DdfU
https://www.ukcisa.org.uk/Our-services
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