


P R O T E C T I O N  O F  

T H E  M E D I C A L  

M I S S I O N  
V I C K I E  H A W K I N S ,  E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R  M S F  U K  –  L S E ,  M A Y  2 0 1 6  



2 0 1 5 - 2 0 1 6  E V E N T S  

A T T A C K S  O N  H O S P I T A L  



0 3  O C T O B E R  K U N D U Z  T R A U M A  

C E N T E R  







M E A N W H I L E ,  IN  O C T  2 0 1 5   

1 2  H O S P I T A L S   B O M B E D  I N  

S Y R I A    

( 6  S U P P O R T E D  B Y  M S F )  



O C T  2 6 ,  M S F - S U P P O R T E D  

H A Y D A N  H O S P I T A L ,  N O R T H E R N  

Y E M E N  



D E C  2 ,  M S F  T A I Z  C L I N I C ;   

J A N  1 0 ,  M S F - S U P P O R T E D  S H I A R A  

H O S P I T A L ,  R A Z E H  



F E B  1 5 ,  M S F  S U P P O R T E D  

M A ’ A R A T  A L - N U M A N ,  

I D L I B , S Y R I A  



 

 

 

 

 

 

I N  2 0 1 5 , 1 0 6  A T T A C K S  O N  7 5  M S F  &  
M S F - S U P P O R T E D  H O S P I T A L S  

 

-  6 3  I N  S Y R I A   

-  5  I N  Y E M E N    

-  5  I N  U K R A I N E  

-  1  I N  A F G H A N I S T A N    

-  1  I N  S U D A N  

 

 

W H A T  D O  T H E S E  N U M B E R S  M E A N ?   



Adapted from: Duroch F et al. Medical Care Under Fire: An analysis of MSF ‘s experience of violence and insecurity in the 

field. Internal MSF report on the findings of the Medical Care Under Fire project, March 2016. 



T I P  O F  T H E  I C E B E R G  

• S m a l l  v i s i b l e  p a r t  o f  b r u t a l i t y  

o f  c o n f l i c t s  o n  c i v i l i a n s  

• A t t a c k s  o n  o t h e r  h o s p i t a l s ,  

s c h o o l s ,  m a r k e t s ,  p l a c e s  o f  

w o r s h i p s  e t c .   



C O N S E Q U E N C E S  

A T T A C K S  O N  H O S P I T A L  



E N O R M O U S  S U F F E R I N G  F O R  

C I V I L I A N S  

• Patients / care takers killed or wounded 

• Destruction resulting in loss of routine and 

emergency medical services 



K I L L I N G  O F  I R R E P L A C E A B L E   

H E A L T H  S T A F F  

Dr Hassan al-Araj, Hama Health 

Governorate Director , killed 13 

April 2016 

Dr Mohammed Wasim Moaz, 

Aleppo’s Al Quds Hospital 

Paediatrician, killed 28 April 2016  



DESTROYING SPACES 

OF HUMANITY IN WARS 

• Hospitals = symbolic  

• Fear of seeking care   

• A "war on civilians"?  



C U R R E N T  D Y N A M I C S  

• 4 of 5 of the UNSC P5 

• CT & means of warfare 

• ‘Mistakes’, denials, 

justifications or silence 

• Challenge to norms (e.g. IHL, refugee laws) 



W H A T  C A N  W E  D O ?  

A T T A C K S  O N  H O S P I T A L  



M S F  –  O C T O B E R  2 0 1 5  

“MSF should deploy comprehensive efforts 

and take necessary actions that (1) contribute 

to ensure that attacks on medical facilities are 

prevented and (2) If they occur, result in the 

highest possible political price through high 

public mobilization.”  



U N  S E C U R I T Y  C O U N C I L  

“ Seeking or providing healthcare must not be a death 

sentence. 

 

You will be judged not on your words today, but on 

your actions.  Your work has only begun. 

 

Make this resolution save lives.” 

 

United Nations Security Council briefing 

May 3rd 2016 



D I F F E R E N C E S  O F  A N A L Y S I S  

• IHL vs. medical ethics 

• Accountability  

• Solidarity & relevance 

• Name + shame vs. cautious attribution 

 



M S F  A S K S  
• Seek reaffirmation of the 

protection of the medical 

mission  

• Support for the obligation of 

health workers to treat all – 

inc. those labelled as 

“terrorists” or “criminals” 

• Seek accountability & 

assignment of responsibility  



 


