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Two Questions: 

 

1. Can we identify really long-term patterns in the 
system of great powers? 

 
2. If so, can we (a) identify the forces underlying 

these patterns, (b) explain them, and (c) forecast 
where the trends will take us next? 
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Four phases: 

 

1. The world of foragers (tiny) 
2. The age of agriculture (small) 
3. Inner rim and heartland (big) 
4. Inner rim and outer rim (huge) 
  
 



The Plan: 

 

1. Talk about each phase 

2. Draw some conclusions 
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   Small-scale, highly mobile societies 



         Shoshone camp, 1930s (US Southwest) 



          Feasting, Amazon basin, 1970s 



     

Kwakiutl 

village, 

British 

Columbia, 

1890s 



Four phases: 

 

1. The world of foragers (tiny) 
2. The age of agriculture (small) 
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Çatalhöyük, 

Turkey,  

c. 6500 BC 





                Hierarchy: Tutankhamun of Egypt  (1341-1324 BC) 



                       The lucky latitudes 





  size of selected Eurasian states, 3000 BCE-117 CE
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            Ernest Gellner (1925-95) 



The structure of agrarian society (after Ernest Gellner, Nations  

                 and Nationalism, 1983) 



            

The conquest of 

distance 



Eurasia reconnected, 13th-14th centuries AD 





Four phases: 

 

1. The world of foragers (tiny) 
2. The age of agriculture (small) 
3. Inner rim and heartland (big) 
4. Inner rim and outer rim (huge) 
  
 



Halford Mackinder,  

1861-1947 



        Mackinder’s map (1904) 





The steppes 



Genghis Khan and 

Mongol cavalry, 

thirteenth century 

AD 
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Catching up: top, Great Zimbabwe; bottom, 

Saksaywaman (Cusco) 



Four phases: 

 

1. The world of foragers (tiny) 
2. The age of agriculture (small) 
3. Inner rim and heartland (big) 
4. Inner rim and outer rim (huge) 
  
 



Guns and ships: left, the oldest 

known true gun (probably 1288, 

from Manchuria); right, the 

flagships of Zheng He (1405) 

and Vasco da Gama (1497) 



        Mackinder’s map (1904) 



     European empires in 1750 



  Sikhs from the British army in Tibet, 1904 



The structure of agrarian society (after Ernest Gellner, Nations  

                 and Nationalism, 1983) 
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The structure of agrarian society (after Ernest Gellner, Nations  

                and Nationalism, 1983) 



        Mackinder’s map (1904) 



Two Questions: 

 

1. Can we identify really long-term patterns in the system 
of great powers? 

 Yes 
2. If so, can we (a) identify the forces underlying these 

patterns, (b) explain them, and (c) forecast where the 
trends will take us next? 

 Yes 
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