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Two Questions:

1. Can we identify really long-term patterns in the
system of great powers?

2. If so, can we (a) identify the forces underlying
these patterns, (b) explain them, and (c) forecast
where the trends will take us next?
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Four phases:

1. The world of foragers (tiny)

2. The age of agriculture (small)
3. Inner rim and heartland (big)
4. Inner rim and outer rim (huge)



The Plan:

1. Talk about each phase
2. Draw some conclusions
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Shoshone camp, 1930s (US Southwest)




Feasting, Amazon basin, 1970s
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Columbia,
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Catalhoylik,
Turkey,
c. 6500 BC
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Hierarchy: Tutankhamun of Egypt (1341-1324 BC)
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Ernest Gellner (1925-95)
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The structure of agrarian society (after Ernest Gellner, Nations
and Nationalism, 1983)
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The conquest of
distance
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Four phases:

1. The world of foragers (tiny)

2. The age of agriculture (small)
3. Inner rim and heartland (big)
4. Inner rim and outer rim (huge)



Halford Mackinder,
1861-1947




Mackinder’s map (1904)
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Catching up: top, Great Zimbabwe; bottom,

Saksaywaman (Cusco)
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Four phases:

1. The world of foragers (tiny)

2. The age of agriculture (small)
3. Inner rim and heartland (big)
4. Inner rim and outer rim (huge)



Guns and ships: left, the oldest
known true gun (probably 1288,
from Manchuria); right, the
flagships of Zheng He (1405)
and Vasco da Gama (1497)

A MING TREASURE SHIP ASCO DA GAMA'S

Perhaps 400 ft (122 m) long. SAO GABRIEL

170 ft (52 m) wide About 74 ft 123 m) long,
18 ft (5 m) wide



Mackinder’s map (1904)




European empires
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Sikhs from the British army in Tibet, 1904




The structure of agrarian society (after Ernest Gellner, Nations
and Nationalism, 1983)

\M\m\ \\\ stratified, horizc;niaﬂy
Wm iitary. acminiiaive,
s\\\\\\&\\m\\\ Comimerdiat ratng Gracs

-

- D e -

laterally insulated
communities of
' agricultural producers

1
1
'
1
]
1
1
H
'
]
v
1
+



v Wolranwal ’
Pacific Oceen Gibralta? o Pacific Ocean
‘Bormuca h |
Hll"AVl“'
Y Atlantic Ocean

. shro
Br. West des ;
3 Gambia- s
i Simrra Leons @ @ Somalan b ‘ -
Jr- Qulans s Ceylon iruner. N. Bameo Gilbert
i Mo ‘ o ls
Singap tve
Oceania

N "d’v-'m L}
valan Muuribius ';‘u )

. Swaziland
v\h“b ang Indian
7 Ocean
British Empire in 1898 ’
i pire in >

Faxiand In / it
B Boitish Territory . hew Zealand

St Halena




o o o o o
o o o o
< ™M o ~—

(suoij|iw ‘saejjop Jeuonjeusiul 066T) dAD



millions 1990 Geary-Khamis dollars

10000

9000
8000
7000

e JSA
6000

e==m China
5000

@ Japan
4000

e Germany
3000 e |ndia
2000 -
1000 -~

O T T T T T 1

1983 1988 1993 1998 2003 2008



The structure of agrarian society (after Ernest Gellner, Nations
and Nationalism, 1983)
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Mackinder’s map (1904)




Two Questions:

1. Can we identify really long-term patterns in the system
of great powers?

2. If so, can we (a) identify the forces underlying these

patterns, ﬁb) explain them, and (c) forecast where the
trends will take us next?
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