




















• Money is a process, not a thing

• Money is a claim upon society

• Money is diverse



Time dollars Brixton pound Bristol pounds

Zopa Bitcoin M-Pesa



Benjamin Derrida Nietzsche





The Social Life of Money

• Chapter 1: Origins

• Chapter 2: Capital

• Chapter 3: Debt

• Chapter 4: Guilt

• Chapter 5: Waste

• Chapter 6: Territory

• Chapter 7: Culture

• Chapter 8: Utopia









Money in Classical Social Thought

• Marx – money is the “universal agent of 

separation”

• Weber – money is as “the most abstract and 

‘impersonal’ element that exists in human life”

• Nietzsche - “the educated classes are being swept 

along by a hugely contemptible money economy” 

• Simmel - “The money economy enforces the 

necessity of continuous mathematical operations 

in our daily transactions”



However …

• Marx - money is “the bond of all bonds”

• Nietzsche – “what one formerly did ‘for the 

sake of God’ one now does for the sake of 

money”

• Simmel – “money is a branch from the same 

root that produces all the other flowers of our 

culture”







Utopia as the absence of money

• More – the end of money means the end of 
“fraud, theft, burglary, brawls, riots, disputes, 
rebellion, murder, treason, and black magic”; 
even poverty itself “would promptly disappear if 
money ceased to exist”

• Plato – “Our society must have neither gold nor 
silver, nor yet much making of profits from 
mechanical crafts, or usury, or raising of sordid 
beasts”

• Proudhon - “Let all merchandise become current 
money and abolish the royalty of gold.”















• Local currencies

• P2P lending

• Digital currencies

• PayPal

• Square

• Apple Pay

• iZettle










