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Projected size of national economies
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Boundary of the Qin Dynasty at its Greatest Extent, c.206BC
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Boundary of the Han Dynasty at its Greatest Extent, 141-87BC
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China’s Provinces
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Provincial boundaries

Each of these nine provinces has
a population as large as, or larger
than, the UK.

The combined population of these
four provinces is greater than the USA.

The provinces with the highest and
lowest GDP per capita.
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East Asia
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Growing importance of Chinese market
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Future income per capita of major countries
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World’s biggest companies

by market capitalization, June 2009
$bn (Chinese companies in gold)

Exxon IVIobiIi
PetroChina
Wal-Mart Stores I
ICBC |

China Mobile |
Microsoft |

AT&T |

Johnson & Johnson_
Royal Dutch Shell |
Proctor & Gamble |
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Growth of Chinese overseas investment
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IMF resources and countries with largest
foreign exchange reserves
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The world’s top twenty languages
Speakers as first or second language (millions)

0 200 400 600 800 1,000 1,200
Chinese, Mandarin J | | | | 1,052 |
English | 508 |
Hindi | A87
Spanish | 417
Russian | 277
Bengali | 5211
Portuguese | 191
German, Standard | 128
French | 128
Japanese | 126
Urdu | 104
Korean | 78
Chinese,Wu | 77
Javanese | 76
Telugu | 75
Tamil | 74
Chinese,Yue | 71
Marathi | 71
Vietnamese | 68
Turkish | 61
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Top ten internet languages, May 2008
(May 2008: 1,407,724,920 world internet users)

English | 427

Chinese | : __ | 233

Spanish | 122

Japanesei 94

French_ 67

German_ 64
Arabic | 60

Portuguese | 58

Korean | 3b
ltalian | 34

Other Ianguages_ 213
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Chinese Claims in the South China Sea
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Zheng He’s Expeditions
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