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Welcome

LSE and the Middle East
Thank you for joining us at the first LSE Middle East Alumni Symposium. This event is a new initiative 
taken by the School to build on its commitment to and links with the region. This forms part of the 
School’s wider international strategy, which has at its core the building of deep and sustainable 
alliances and partnerships. With the LSE alumni community in the region constantly growing, this 
event is a wonderful opportunity to bring together senior LSE academics with graduates of the School 
and other interested actors. It provides a platform for the analysis of different perspectives on the 
economic, social, political and cultural role of the Middle East in today’s world.

LSE’s long engagement with the Middle East was further enhanced by the establishment of the 
Middle East Centre in 2010 to provide a central hub for the wide range of research on the region 
carried out around the School. The Middle East Centre was founded with generous support from the 
Aman Trust and the Emirates Foundation. The Centre builds on LSE’s multidisciplinary expertise to 
promote innovative and policy-relevant research on the region. The Centre places special emphasis 
on collaboration with Middle East and North African universities. LSE is very grateful to The Abraaj 
Group for its kind support of this event.

LSE UAE Alumni Association
LSE is well represented by the large community of alumni living and working in the Middle East. 
The largest official Country Group in the region can be found in the UAE. This Group acts as the 
regional hub and there are almost a thousand graduates based in Dubai and Abu Dhabi. The Group 
has recently been reinvigorated by a small group of active and enthusiastic individuals who have 
formed a committee to manage the association, run a busy programme of events and a brand new 
website (lseuae.com) and set up a target to contribute meaningfully to the development of the ethos 
of LSE in region and to actively support the School.  

The Abraaj Group
The Abraaj Group was established by Arif Naqvi in 2002 and has emerged as a leading investor in 
growth markets with US$ 7.5 billion in assets under management and returning c. US$ 4.2 billion to 
investors. Employing over 300 people, the Group has 25 country offices spread across six regional 
hubs in Dubai, Istanbul, Mexico City, Mumbai, Nairobi and Singapore.



Registration

Welcome Address
Arif Naqvi, Founder and Group Chief Executive of The Abraaj Group

Global Challenges and Middle Eastern Prospects
Craig Calhoun, Director of LSE

The GCC in a Leaderless World
Danny Quah, Kuwait Professor of Economics and International Development

The Regional Balance of Power after the Iraqi Elections
Toby Dodge, Professor of International Relations and Director of the Middle East Centre

Cocktail Reception

14.30 - 16.00

16.00 - 16.15

16.15 - 17.00

17.00 - 17.45

17.45 - 18.30

18.30

Speakers

Arif Naqvi is the Founder and Group Chief Executive of The Abraaj Group which he established in 
2002. Mr Naqvi is the Founder Trustee and Chairman of the Aman Foundation, the largest private 
social sector enterprise in Pakistan. An LSE alumnus, Mr Naqvi serves as chair of the Advisory 
Board of the LSE Middle East Centre.
 

Craig Calhoun is Director of LSE. Before joining the School in September 2012, he was University 
Professor at New York University, Director of the Institute for Public Knowledge and President of 
the Social Science Research Council. Professor Calhoun is a world-renowned social scientist 
whose work connects sociology to culture, communication, politics, philosophy and economics.

Danny Quah is Professor of Economics and International Development and Director of the LSE 
Kuwait Programme. His research interests include economic growth and distribution, the global 
economy, the rise of the East, international relations and economics. 

Toby Dodge is Director of the LSE Middle East Centre and Professor of International Relations 
at LSE. Professor Dodge's research concentrates on the evolution of the post colonial state in the 
international system. The main focus of this work is the state in the Middle East, specifically Iraq.

Programme



Participants

Ms Maii Abdel Rahman, Arthur D. Little

Miss Sonia Abdul-Rahman, Freshfields 
Bruckhaus Deringer

Mr Yahya Abdulla, Cushman & Wakefield

Miss Shereen Abdulla, Citi

Mr Bahman Abedini, Reach International FZE

Ms Sadaffe Abid, Aaghaz

Ms Mayssa Abu Hijleh, Rotana Media Group

Mr Wael Abubaker, HP

Mr Faheem Ahamed, BPG Group

Mr Mehdi Al Amine, deNovo Corporate Advisors

Mr Abdulwahab Al Halabi, Meraas Holding

Mr Rashid Al Raqbani, East Coast Group

Miss Khamael Al Safi, University of Sharjah

Ms Nada Al-Hussona, Standard Chartered Bank

Mr Hafidh Al-Rawahy, Global Pyramid LLC

Mrs Rana Al-Salem, Office of HRH Princess Haya 
Bint Al Hussein

Ms Nadia Al-Shadhir, PlaNet Finance

Ms Hanan Alawadi, The Delma Institute

Mr Ravindran Alfreds, Embassy of the Republic 
of Singapore in Abu Dhabi

Ms Erum Ali, Branding Middle East

Mr Sheikh Ashfaque Ali, Solutions Middle East

Mr Raed Almasri, EDAY CORP

Dr Abeer AlNajjar, American University of Sharjah 

Mr Aamir Aqeel, Novae Management Group

Mrs Yasmina Aql, Permal Group

Mr Kashif Arbab, Envestors

Mr Ali Asghar, Emerging Circle

Mr Mobin Asghar, Mondelez International

Mr Muhammad Ashfaq-Ur-Rehman

Mrs Jehan Asif, Ernst & Young

Mr Jaikishin Asnani, Cass Business School

Miss Manal Ataya, Sharjah Government 

Mr Ali Avci, Consulate Of Turkey - Commercial 

Mr Kazim Awan, Cupola Group MEA

Mrs Munia Awan

Ms Elena Ayub, AACIC

Mr Mohamed Badr, du

Mr Philip Bahoshy

Mr Saif Mohd Yousuf Bakhed, Al Sahel Gypsum 
Works L.L.C

Mr Latif Baluch, Bank of America Merrill lynch

Mr Michael Battalia, Monitor Deloitte

Mr Adel Belcaid, Booz & Company

Mr Al Mansour Belhadj, Honeywell

Mr Maamar Benaissa-Tahar, Harvard

Mr Joby Beretta, Dentons & Co.

Mr Khawar Naveed Bhatti

Mr Mousa Binakresh, Saudi Arabia General 
Investment Authority

Mrs Jamila Bizri, Bizri Group

Mr Riad Bsaibes, Amana Group

Professor Craig Calhoun, LSE

Mr Kapil Chadda, HSBC Bank

Mr Bisher Challah, Prediam Partners

Miss Warkha Chand, Bhatoro General Trading

Mr Ravi Chandran, Retail is Detail LLC

Mr Nauman Chaudhry, Dubai Islamic Bank

Mr Pankaj Chawla, Genpact

M Rucksana Chowdhury, HSBC Middle East

Mr Charles Clifton, PwC / UKTI

Mr Tanweer Contractor, ASAP Wealth 
Consultancy FZ

Ms Samantha D’souza, Deloitte & Touche ME

Miss Sabine Dabboussi, Shell

Mrs Lana Dajani, Duke University

Mr Faisal Darras, Deloitte Middle East

Mr Khaled Darwish, JPMorgan

Mr Kishore Dash, Signature Capital

Mr Manosh De, CH2M Hill



Ms Ana De Moraes Leite, The Abraaj Group

Ms Cristina De Torres, PricewaterhouseCoopers

Mr Giovanni Della Pesca, Macquarie Capital

Professor Toby Dodge, LSE Middle East Centre

Mr Amitabh Doss, Abu Dhabi National Oil Co. 

Mr Wishart Edwards, Zenon

Mr Georges El Khoury, Credit Suisse AG

Ms Salma El-Yassir, Welfare Association

Miss Tamara Elite, Dubai Municipality

Ms Yolanda Esparza, Medica IQ

Miss Diana Estupinan, BSD

Mrs Anastasia Evdokunina

Dr Frank Fanselow, Zayed University

Mr Kamal Fayed, PricewaterhouseCoopers

Mrs Jovita Fernando, LF Global

Mr Clark Fisher, PricewaterhouseCoopers

Mrs Sheena Ganatra, HSBC

Mr Peter Ganney, Hill+Knowlton Strategies

Mr Julien Garnier, Barclays

Professor George Gaskell, LSE

Mrs Tooba Ghafur, Pakistan Change Initiative

Dr Deniz Gokalp, American University in Dubai

Mrs Asli Gücüyener, Google

Miss Ghizlan Guenez, The Abraaj Group

Mr Erich Gunsenheimer, Ooredoo

Miss Mercedes Gutierrez, Shell

Ms Ayesha H Khan

Ms Roula Hajjar, PricewaterhouseCoopers

Mr Ismael Hajjar, Ernst & Young

Mr Riad Hamade, Bloomberg News

Mr Zain Hanif, Earthsol

Mr Najib Hashem, N Strategy

Ms Mina Hassan

Mr Abdulsalam Haykal, Haykal Media

Mr Paul Hendry, MatthewsDaniel

Mr Cyrus Hodes, Tawreed

Mr Emile Hokayem, IISS

Ms Jessica Hunter 

Mr Kishore Jaichandani, AccuMed Practice 
Management

Mr Malik Jalal, The Abraaj Group

Mr Siavash Jalali, Ernst and Young

Ms Natasha Jamal, MasterCard

Ms Seena John, Mondelez International

Mr Jamar Johnson, Al Habtoor Group

Mr Justin Joseph, Deloitte Corporate Finance Limited

Ms Astha Joshi, Ernst & Young LLP, UK

Mr Adrian Jossa, Goldman Sachs

Mr Chadi Jradi, Abu Dhabi Islamic Bank

Ms Barbara Kalu, Argus Media Limited

Mr Raed Kanaan, Near East Advisors

Mr Navin Kapoor, Xpertize United

Mrs Nadia Karam, Kuwait Foundation for the 
Advancement of Sciences

Mr Hesham Kayal, Amro Alawi D. Kayal

Ms Sahar Kazranian, PricewaterhouseCoopers

Ms Allison Kemmis-Price, LSE

Mr Ahad Khalid, Liberty Mutual Insurance Europe

Mr Rikin Khamar, HP

Mr Salman Khan 

Mr Kashif Khan, Yahoo

Mr Saud Khan

Ms Onaiza Khan, Sanofi

Mr Mark Kharazmi, Novo Nordisk

Mr Mohammad Naveed Khawaja, EY Dubai

Ms Rasha Khoury, The Abraaj Group

Mr Metin Koca

Mr Paterne Koffi, Louis Dreyfus Commodities 

Mr Christos Kolimenakis, J.P. Morgan

Miss Nazia Kosar, Standard Chartered Bank

Mr Srivats Kumar, Alcazar Capital



Mr Serdar Kumbaraci, Consulate of Turkey - 
Commercial Office

Mr Abdur Rehman Kureshi, Dubai Lifestyle City

Mr Brian LaBelle

Mr Rajen Lakhani, du Telecom

HE Arif Lalani, Embassy of Canada

Miss Haneen Latif, PricewaterhouseCoopers

Ms Paulina Lau, ADCB

Mrs Kerri Lefebvre, Conyers Dill & Pearman Ltd

Ms Marte Loefman, The Abraaj Group

Mr Diego Lopez, PricewaterhouseCoopers

Mr Robert Lowe, LSE Middle East Centre

Mr Gar Mac Criosta, TIG Archtexx

Ms Noha Mahdi Hayder, Bon Education

Mr Prashant Malhotra, HSBC

Ms Caroline Malone, Al Jazeera English

Mr Bhisham Manraj, Bank of America Merrill Lynch

Mr Khuram Maqsood, Al Murjan Holding

Mr Simon Marsh, LSE

Ms Sara Masry, LSE Middle East Centre

Ms Johanne Matte, PricewaterhouseCoopers

Mr Martin Mayerchak, Stonewall Frontier 
Markets LLC

Miss Tasneem Mayet, Mint Wings FZC

Mr Paul McGroary, BMC Software

Mr Ali-Abbas Merali, Standard Chartered

Mr Marc Mercer, Teneo Strategy

Mr Aman Merchant, Impact Hub Dubai

Ms Cristina Merino, TIG Archtexx

Mr Omar Mian, Standard Chartered Bank

Mrs Tara Misra, Rhone Pacific

Mr Metin Mitchell, Metin Mitchell and Company

Ms Shaheena Mohamed, Emirates 
Competitiveness Council

Miss Nupur Mohan, PricewaterhouseCoopers

Mr Thaha Mohiyudheen, Al Ameen bakeries

Mr Mekki Mouaddeb, EBRD

Mr Yann Moujawaz, Monitor Deloitte

Mr Mohsin Muhyidin, Fewclose

Mr Apratim Mukherjee, PricewaterhouseCoopers

Mr Khalid Murgian, Neuberger Berman

Ms Lea Murtada, P&G

Mr Ramesh Murthy, Mashreqbank psc

Miss Maha Naeem, CornerStone Event 
Management Services 

Mr Arif Naqvi, The Abraaj Group

Ms Aleena Naseem, The Citizens Foundation

Ms Samiya Naseer, Statistics Center - 
Government of Abu Dhabi

Mr Mohamed Nour, Standard Chartered Bank

Mr Asin Nurani, Medilink Centre LLC

Mr Macky O'Sullivan, Allen & Overy LLP

Miss Rita Obeid, Barclays

Mr Greg Ohannessian, INEGMA

Ms Doraliz Ortiz, ENOC

Dr Joelle Osias, Omnia Ventures

Mr Muhammad Owais Khan, Downtown Real Estate

Miss Sania Pachisa, Al Yasra Company

Mr Piyush Pal

Mr Martin Pierce, Deloitte Corporate Finance Ltd

Mr Jonas Pimentel, Chronicle Human Resources 
Consultancy

Dr Gina Poncini, Zayed University

Ms Swapna Prathapchandran Nair, Geopolicity

Professor Danny Quah, LSE

Mr Rami Rabia, Dubai Department of Economic 
Development

Ms Teesta Raha, H+K Strategies 

Mr Nomaan Raja, Latham & Watkins

Mr Gurjit Rajpal, PricewaterhouseCoopers

Miss Mayuree Rao, Vector Design LLC

Miss Tanya Rawat, Arqaam Capital



Mr Ehsan Razavizadeh, Cass Business School, 
City University London 

Ms Maha Rehman, Aman Foundation

Mr Alberto Jordan Reig, Isolux Corsán ME

Mr Faisal Rifai, HSBC

Ms Mahine Rizvi Ahmad, Middlesex University Dubai

Dr Tim Rogmans, Zayed University

Mr Richard Rollinshaw, PricewaterhouseCoopers

Miss Isabelle Rose, French Treasury

Mrs Hind Saad, Agility

Ms Hana Saad, Abu Dhabi Airports

Mr Faraz Said, KPMG

Mr Fouad Salame, Societe Generale 

Mr Fadi Salem, Dubai School of Government

Mr Ahmed Salim, Teneo 

Mr Redha Salman, Dubai Municipality

Mrs Helena Samaha, Gulf DTH FZ-LLC

Mr Ummit Sethi, Moby Group

Mr Kenneth Seymens, Medica IQ

Mr Sagar Shah, Meghraj Group

Mr Anwar Shammari, Saudi Aramco

Mr Syed Shehryar Salam, Quantum Consulting 
Services FZE

Mr Junaid Sheikh, Takeda 

Ms Anulekha Shetty, IDC

Ms Sajida Shroff, Altamont Group 

Mr Faizan Siddiqi, Digital Globe Services US Inc

Mr Daleep Kumar Singh, KBH Kaanuun

Mr Arvind Sivaramakrishnan, Mubadala-GE Capital

Ms Ribale Sleiman Haidar, LSE Middle East Centre

Mr Lukasz Slusarski, Birkbeck

Mr Samer Solh, Shuaa Credit

Mr Ankit Sreen, BNP Paribas

Dr Trevin Stratton, American University in Dubai

Miss Howar Talabany, Shell International

Mr Sami Tannous, Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer

Mr Umair Tariq, Standard Chartered Bank

Mr Ali Taufeeq, HSBC

Mr Jacob Thomas, ACE Global

Mr John Van Zuylen, Allen &York

Miss Louise Venables, KPMG

Mr Anshuman Verma, DU Telecom

Mr Roberto Viano, Deutsche Bank

Mr Amardeep Vidyarthi, Arqaam Capital

Mr Marius Vygantas, Mubadala

Mr Christopher Weiss, Standard Chartered

Mr Sam Wilkin, Control Risks

Mrs Gulizar Yavas, Turkish Consulate General

Mrs Dina Yazbak

Miss Dalia Yazbak, Control Risks

Ms April Yee, The National

Mr Ping Chian Yeong, Easa Saleh Al Gurg

Miss Talimka Yordanova, Arton Capital

Mr Zafer Younis, The Online Project

Mrs Nancy Zabaneh

Mr Imran Zaidi, JP Morgan

Mr Manar Zarroug, Omnia Ventures

Miss Zehra Zawawi
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