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PART A - RESEARCH RESULTS

A.1
Scientific Highlights
· Four meetings of the Network were held in the reporting period. The first meeting was held in London, just after the commencement of Network activities (June 2000). This involved planning the activities of the Network and refining and focusing the research that would fully commence with the appointment of the YRs. The second meeting was held in Amsterdam the following year (February 2001) and brought the YRs together for the first time.  Presentations from both within and outside the network focused on methodological issues relevant to the conduct of the research within the network as a whole. The third meeting was held in Trondheim (June 2001), and served to re-consider and discuss the theoretical foundations and ambitions of the Network. All the Network meetings featured external speakers, both from the academia and the ICT industry. They were crucial points for the discussion of issues, organisation of future activities and training of the YRs. Additionally, a YRs only meeting was held in November 2002, upon their initiative.

· A Network framework paper was drafted and presented at the third (Trondheim) meeting by the co-ordinator. The paper sparked discussion, and was subsequently published on the site for comments.

· Seven YRs were appointed at individual Centres, and a doctoral level researcher was appointed at the co-ordinating Centre. Their integration in the research and training activities of the respective centres was the main task of the first phase of the Network. As phase two now begins, all research projects are well under way (see progress table, B.3) .

· The Network website was launched (http://www.emtel2.org), within two months of the start of the Network, on May, 20 2000. One public e-mailing list, diaspora-media@jiscmail.ac.uk, has been launched in July 2001.

A.2
Joint Publications and Patents
· No joint publications directly resulted from the activities of the Network in the first phase. On the other hand, YRs presented their EMTEL-related work to the academic community, after receiving peer scrutiny within the Network:

Stevens, R.J. (2001) ‘Citizen participation and the quality of websites’. He@lth Information on the Internet. August. Print and online formats. See www.hioti.org.uk.

Ward, K. (2001)
‘Consuming Life Politics: Domesticating the Internet’, paper presented at the ‘Digital Landscapes Conference’ held at the Dublin Institute of Technology (DIT).  

------------- ‘The Domestic Internet: An Ethnographic Approach’, paper accepted for the ‘Sociological Association of Ireland’ 2002 Conference.

Berker, T.  ‘The end of telework as we knew it. Perspectives on telework from below’. Paper submitted to Work, Employment and Society.
Punie, Y., Burgelman, J-C. & Bogdanowicz, M. (forthcoming), ‘The future of news media industries. Scenarios for 2005 and beyond’, The IPTS Report, 64, May 2002.

Georgiou, M. (2001). Crossing the Boundaries of the Ethnic Home: Media Consumption and Ethnic Identity Construction in the Public Space, The Gazette, 63(4).

---------------- (2001) Mapping Diasporic Communities on the Web: Mapping Participation in Communities Beyond a Bounded Europe, paper presented at the "2nd World Congress of Citizens' Networks" Buenos Aires, Argentina 

5th - 7th December, 2001.

PART B - COMPARISON WITH THE PROJECT PROGRAMME

B.1
Research Objectives
EMTEL’s main project objectives are still relevant and achievable at the time of the mid-term review. As regards the scientific objectives, the project is on track to investigate the realities and the dynamics of the Information Society (IS). All of the seven co-ordinated research projects are already under way, according to the project objectives stated in Annex 1 of the Contract. The project "ICTs and the less abled in Everyday Life", begun on July,1 2001, under the joint supervision ULg LENTIC (P5) - FMG ASCoR (P2). The project "Ubiquitous computing" (IPTS) begun on May, 15 2001.

EMTEL II is still expected to provide policymakers, market managers and the academic community with evidence of social dynamics - including everyday life, work and leisure - of the emerging IS. In addition, the relationship between technological and social variables in Europe will have been explored by its conclusion. Issues of methodology for the study of ICT and society, and integration between different projects, discussed at Network meeting (see below, B6), will be formally addressed in the key and final deliverables. 

As regards the research training objectives, individual centres and the Network as a whole have scheduled and are providing training to 5 Post-doctoral researchers and 3 Pre-doctoral researchers. Upon initiative of the YRs, two transversal working groups were formed on the main themes of the network (see contract proposal): inclusion/exclusion and domestication. The two YRs groups are currently co-drafting framework papers for presentation to the network, and discussion. This remarkably furthers their integration in the Network, and improves the cohesiveness of EMTEL research objectives.

B.2
Methodological Approach and Work Plan

The proposed research methodology has remained substantially unaltered from what described in Annex 1 of the Contract, as concerns both interdisciplinarity and multi-methodology. The project still comprises the five methodological components planned in Annex 1 - qualitative research based on in-depth interviewing, desk research monitoring of ICT trends, comparative research, policy research and discussion with key industrial players. Methodologies are being refined and implemented in each of the separate projects, following intense discussion and cross-examination in the course of successive meetings.

EMTEL II remains committed to deliver the Work Packages (seven) organised in two thematic projects, the final deliverables (five) and training – in terms of content and person/month – as was agreed and specified in the contract. The SC has decided on the following adjustments to the work plan, in terms of WPs and final deliverables (see note below for explanation):

· Dublin (COMTEC) will take the lead in drafting the final deliverable The Information Society: policy prospects (now edited by COMTEC, IPTS and TNO-ASCoR).

· An agreement was reached between SMIT and IPTS as to editing the final deliverable Living and Working in the Information Society. IPTS will take the lead in drafting the report, aided by SMIT and NTNU.

· TNO/ASCoR will be formally responsible for WP7, ICTs and the less able in Everyday Life: modelling impacts and experience with the substantial research collaboration of LENTIC. This change to the work-plan has been agreed with the Commission in June 2001, thus resolving difficulties with recruitment.

As stated in the contract, each Thematic project remains the responsibility of a team (IPTS and TNO-ASCoR). The overall project is the responsibility of the Media@LSE team. COMTEC, as the intellectual and research bridge between the two Thematic projects, will have a specific responsibility, together with IPTS and TNO-ASCoR for the final deliverable on policy. The following tables summarise the adjusted work plan, in terms of Key and Final Deliverables and institutions responsible for editing. Please note that the two tables are substantially identical to the table reported in Annex 1 of the Contract, except for the adjustments highlighted above (and explained in the note below).

Key Deliverables (WPs)

	Editor
	WP
	Title

	SMIT (Brussels)
	1
	Youth and e-commerce: creating consumerism. Digital living and working.

	IPTS (Seville)
	2
	Ubiquitous computing.
What bends the trend? Technological foresight and the socialisation of ubiquitous computing 

	SINTEF/NTNU

(Trondheim)
	3
	ICTs and the flexibility of everyday life. Flexible lives? ICTs and everyday life in Europe

	COMTEC (Dublin)
	4
	The WWW and public communication. ‘Content is King’?: public communication and the emergent IS in Europe

	TNO/ASCoR (Amsterdam)
	5
	ICTs and participation. ICTs and the citizen: policies for participation

	Media@LSE (London)
	6
	Minority media. Minorities and their media in Europe: a comparative study

	TNO/ASCoR, with the collaboration of LENTIC (Belgium)
	7
	ICTs and the less able in Everyday Life. ICTs and the less able in Everyday Life: modelling impacts and experience


Final deliverables

	Editor
	Title

	Media@LSE
	The Information Society: consumers, citizens and everyday life (a summary report of the substantive findings of the research programme)

	LENTIC
	The Information Society: methods and methodologies 

	COMTEC, IPTS and TNO-ASCoR
	The Information Society: policy prospects

	IPTS, SMIT and NTNU
	Living and Working in the Information Society

	TNO-ASCoR, Media@LSE and LENTIC
	Inclusion and Exclusion in the Information Society


B.3
Schedule and Milestones

Differences, as agreed by the SC are reported in the following tables (see also note below for explanation). The first table reports the work plan schedule, both foreseen and actual. The second table represents the timeline of network research. Lines represent the employment of a YR at individual centres, at the end of which a WP is completed. 

	Scheduled  time (months after project start)
	Actual and expected  progress (months after project start)
	Deliverable
	Work Package

	06
	09
	Detailed work plan 
	WP 1-7

	18
	23
	Interim WP reports
	WP 1-7

	30
	36
	Draft Key Deliverables
	WP 1-7

	33
	+ 3
	Key Deliverables

Final Workshop


	WP 6

	36
	+ 6
	Final Deliverables
	WP 1-7


	Time
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Note 1  As reported below, two YRs have been working on WP5; the dotted line represents the transition period.

Note 2  Two YRs are employed at the co-ordinating centre. The dotted line represents the Doctoral Research Fellow, whose contract lasts 3 years.

B.4
Research Effort of the Participants
No significant differences between actual progress and contract forecasts.

NOTE TO B. 2, 3* It should be noted that following the formal end of the first year EMTEL requested a change in the Work Plan and arrangements for the appointment and supervision of one YR.  Delays in the agreeing of this proposal submitted in December 2000, but only granted by the Commission in June 2001, have resulted in delays in appointment of one YR and inevitable but anticipated delays in our ability to complete the full range of deliverables. We are accordingly asking for an unfunded extension of the contract for 6 months to enable the Work Plan to be fully and effectively completed. 

Additionally, it should also be noted that two YRs have been working on WP5, with a transition period of three months. This is detailed in the Training sections, below. This does not affect the work plan, as TNO-ASCoR and the Fellows themselves have ensured the continuity of the research effort. Nor does this affect the project timeline, as the first YR was appointed at an early stage of EMTEL II (see timeline, above). 

B.5
Cohesion with Less Favoured Regions
None of he network partners are from less favoured regions of the community.
B.6
Network Organisation and Management
The Network Steering Committee (SC) was established at first meeting, in London. It comprises a member from each of the project partners, and is chaired by the co-coordinator. The SC has met every six months (at each Network meting) after its establishment and been in continuous e-mail contact, deliberating inter alia on

· distribution of Network resources;

· production of interim written material;

· recruitment strategy;

· employment of YRs;

· networking strategies;

· format and deadlines for key and final deliverables;

· dates and places of future Network meeting and events.

The co-ordinating centre oversees the long-term perspective and manages the day-to-day aspects of the Network: communications with the teams, links with the industry and communication with the EU. The Project partners actively co-operate in the establishment and maintenance of links with the industry, for instance by inviting key industry representatives to hosted network meetings. 

Each Centre retains the responsibility for the supervision of individual research projects, while progress is monitored at each Network meeting. At meetings, YRs have the responsibility to report on the state of the research at the respective Centre. 

Inter-Network communications are carried out cheaply and effectively by e-mail. Exceptionally, telephone and ordinary mail are used. Reference material – documents, papers in progress and presentations given at the meetings - is stored in a password-protected section of EMTEL website. In addition, the co-ordinating centre circulates electronically information of interest to the Network – call for papers, EU calls for proposals, conferences and opportunity of collaboration. Since the Project is at its first stage, communications with industry, the wider academic community and other institutions mainly aim at networking and exploring potential synergies. 

The Network’s website – set up at the very beginning of the project – responds to this communication concern: it provides a presentation of the aims and structure of the network, contact details of the teams and reports on the state of different projects. In order to establish a distinct communicative space for the project, its own Internet domain name – Emtel2.org – has been secured for the length of the project. Each project is provided with its own directory on the website, where YRs can upload their work-in-progress, links to relevant resources / research centres and bibliographic references. On average, the main site attracts a hundred visitors per month, while the most popular section receives 20 hits a week. Finally, each Centre has an independent web presence, cross-linked to EMTEL II Website.

As a direct result of this communication strategy, the network as a whole and individual Centres have received offers of co-operation both from the academia and the new media industry.

List of meetings

	
	Date
	Venue - Location
	Centres
	Participants

	First meeting
	June, 15th and 16th 2000


	Media@lse

LSE, London (UK)
	All (7)
	15

	Content: Administrative matters, crucial in the early phase of the Network; academic content, presentation and co-ordination of the research activities of different centres; integration of Network research in the wider scientific community and industry.  



	Second meeting & 

First SC meeting
	February, 15th to 17th 2001


	ASCoR

Universiteit van Amsterdam (NL)


	All
	21

	Content: Methodological training of YR, the theme of comparative research covers the whole length of the meeting; harmonization of EMTEL academic content: presentation of the research activities by the YRs; temporal and thematic co-ordination of different centres’ research activities. 



	Third meeting & 

Second SC meeting
	June, 14th to 16th 2001


	SINTEF, Institute for Social Research in Industry, Trondheim (Norway)


	All
	18

	Content: Methodological training of YRs, The YR present their work at length, and receive substantial feedback from their peers and senior members of the network. Thematic co-ordination of EMTEL academic content. 



	First YRs workshop


	November, 29th and 30th 2001


	De Universitaire Stichting, SMIT

Brussels (Belgium)


	6
	11

	Content: Training on the use of Endnote bibliographic software and the Network site. Presentation by the YR of methodological aspects of their work; thematic integration of the projects in two meta-themes: inclusion/exclusion and domestication.




B.7
Connections to Industry

The Centres organising network meetings and the network co-ordinator constantly work to provide the network with an ICT industry perspective. The two initial meetings featured top-level speakers from the ICT industry. For example, at the first meeting in London, Sally Davis – Director of Group Internet and Multimedia, British Telecom – presented to network participant an overview of market trends of industry development and user behaviour as regards ICTs in Britain and Europe. Ms. Davis then joined the Network for dinner, and furthered her talks with network members. At the second meeting in Amsterdam, Dr. Andreas Fruchtl - Senior Trend Researcher and Consultant,  Philips Design - presented to the network future forecasts on consumer trends in the consumption of cutting-edge information technologies; also, he illustrated the industrial epistemological modus operandi - mainly scenario building - as regards the prevision of consumer trends, cultural trends, socio-dynamic trends and paradigm shifts in consumer attitudes. Dr. Fruchtl then joined the network for evening drinks, furthering his talks with network members. At the third network meeting, Mr. Trond Arne Undheim, from Trondheim InnoVision, expanded on the changing nature of e-commerce and new economy, and the importance of careful forecasting in a rapidly changing IS, drawing a comparison between the EU and the US. He then joiner the members for dinner.

The involvement of ICT industry thus proceed along the lines traced in the Contract. A number of enquiries from both the academia and ICT industry have registered their interest both with the co-ordinator and with individual centres.

PART C - TRAINING

C.1
Employment of YRs
A timetable for recruitment and project commencement were fixed at the first Network meeting, one month after the beginning of the project. A common template for the recruitment ad was agreed by the member of the Network, after careful and prolonged electronic consultation. The standard template was then customised by different Centres to fulfil specific recruitment needs, according to the nature of the research project and the specificities of the host academic Institution. 

Vacancies were advertised on the Network website and on the sites of the single Centres. A number of electronic Networks active in the field of ICTs and society was alerted (for instance ENCIP and RRE), and the complete vacancy ad circulated. In addition, vacancies were advertised internally at all partners, encouraging applications for a different centre from completing doctoral student. Where appropriate, positions were advertised in the national printed press, and where existing, national academic recruitment sites (for instance jobs.ac.uk).

The response to the recruitment effort was good: on average, five candidates were shortlisted for each of the positions and three were eventually interviewed. The table below compares the progress in recruitment of YRs (Pre-Doc and Post-Doc) with the plan in the contract. 

	Participant
	Contract deliverable of Young  Researchers to be financed by the contract (person- months)
	Yrs financed by the contract so far (person-months)

	
	Pre-doc (a)
	Post-doc (b)
	Total (a+b)
	Pre-doc    ( c)
	Post-doc (d)
	Total (c+d)

	London 
	36
	24
	60
	20
	12
	32

	Amsterdam*
	
	24
	24
	
	11
	11

	Brussels
	
	24
	24
	8
	
	8

	Dublin
	
	24
	24
	
	14
	14

	Liège*
	
	24
	24
	6
	
	6

	Seville
	
	24
	24
	
	8
	8

	Trondheim
	
	24
	24
	
	12
	12

	TOTAL
	36
	168
	204
	34
	57
	91


* See note under B.3 above

Eight YRs have been appointed in the reporting period: five post-Doctoral Researchers and 2 doctoral level researchers. Each Centre recruited autonomously, according to the administrative routines of the host Institution, yet at the same time fulfilling the EU 5th FP requirements as concerns age, nationality and residence of YRs. In addition, the Network as a whole monitored and exchanged and discussed interesting candidacies, and valuable candidates were exhorted to apply at more than one Centre. 

Two Centres experienced difficulties with recruitment.  These are reported in Part F below. These difficulties were overcome at the time of writing, and new YRs have been fully integrated in the Network. In accordance with Appendix 1 of the Contract, emoluments of the YR have been fixed in accordance with salary scales at different institutions. 

Equal opportunities have been granted to male and female applicants and applicants from different countries at each stage of the recruitment process. The outcome of the selection process clearly reflects this constant concern: four out of seven appointed Research Fellows are female researchers. Nationalities of the YRs comprise Greek, British, German, Italian and Belgian.

Integration of the Yrs

Partner Centres are responsible for the integration of the Fellows in single research projects, while the Network is responsible for the co-ordination of their research activities. Individual Centres have provided computing facilities, libraries and related research facilities and the necessary physical space for conducting research from the beginning of respective contracts.

In the first few weeks, research supervisors at different Centres introduced the Fellows to Centre's faculty members, researchers and administrators. Issues related to accomodation and well-being of the YRs have been addressed promptly from the beginning of their permanence (NB. Due to EC mobility rules, YRs are from a different EU country). To the same purpose, linguistic training was provided extensively to the YRs  (reported in detail below under the heading C.2, 'Training').

Network meetings constitute an invaluable opportunity to integrate the Fellows into the research programme. At each meetings the Fellows formally present their work in progress and engage in discussion on the integration of the projects in the overall programme. 

Additionally, the Website provides an useful contact point between the YRs, and between the researchers and the co-ordinating unit. Each Fellow contributes material - references, bibliography, link, contacts - to the site and is regularly engaged in electronic communication with other participants via a whole-Network mailing list. Following the Amsterdam meeting, a YRs’ email network was established and began to develop as more traffic and comments/feedback on each other's work were exchanged. As a result, the YRs have formed two working groups (detailed below), are drafting two framework papers accordingly and have organised and held a YRs-only meeting in November 2002. At each Network meeting, YRs meet as a peer-group without supervisors, to discuss items of mutual interest, and then report their concerns to the SC.

C.2
Training Programme

Several measures are undertaken to train YRs. Both individual Centres and the Network as a whole has contributed to the training of the Fellows. At Centre level, regular meetings are held between the Fellows and the research supervisors - in some instances as often as once a week - where progress is reported and feedback received by the YRs. Supervisors own research identities span a broad range of the social sciences, and in additional YRs work within multi-disciplinary units in their respective host institutions. Before each Network meeting special sessions are held involving the YR, to plan and co-ordinate individual Centres participation. In some of the Centres IT training - Powerpoint, presentation skills - is provided. 

Linguistic training is provided across the Network, depending on the skills and location. YRs are encouraged to present their work and attend Conferences and to join professional networks; so far, YRs at a more advanced stage of their research have consistently availed this opportunity. 

Opportunities have been provided at Network meetings for networking and establishing industrial and academic contacts, both national and international. This is thought to benefit both the immediate research activities of the Fellows and their prospective professional career. There have been significant developments in the training and integration of researchers in the first part of the second year of the contract, and the upward trend is thought to be sustainable – bearing in mind that by the end of year one most of those in post had been in the network for less than four months. As reported below, YRs have shown initiative and capacity to co-ordinate their research efforts.

Meetings are an ideal occasion for training purposes. An entire day was devoted to comparative research during the second meeting of the network. Four internationally recognised scholars were invited to run methodology workshops with YRs. The presence of Network senior researchers ensured an exciting follow up debate on multi-disciplinarity, comparative research and confidentiality in ICT research.  The third meeting was meant and organised to discuss the methodological details of single research projects, presented by YRs. Also, work was done on the theoretical common ground of the Network, which sparked an interim YRs meeting four month later, and the establishment, upon initiative of the YRs, of two thematic working groups: inclusion/exclusion in the IS, and domestication. Both groups build on and integrate the thematic structure of the Network, as articulated in the project proposal and in the agreed work-plan (see B.2, above).

Space is left for YR initiative and voice as regards the content of the training, and research strategy of the Network. Upon their initiative
, a YR meeting was organised and held in November 2001. After the conclusion of works at each Network meeting, the YRs meet separately and report to the SC issues of concern and proposals which have emerged from discussion. Experience shows (which is available in the SC minutes) that YRs' proposals are generally accepted and implemented by the SC. This is considered to be an invaluable added value of the Network, in terms of YRs professionalism and capacity for the management of individual and common research work.

Although mobility is still limited within the Network – only one YR has benefited from the inter-centre exchange opportunity – YRs consistently participate to international scientific events, conferences and workshops. It should be noted that mobility was expected to increase in the second phase of the contract, when the foundations of research work have been laid.

C.3    Factual Information on the YRs

	Name
	Nationality
	Age when appointed
	Start and likely end date of appointment
	Category of researcher
	Scientific speciality
	Place of work
	Country of work
	Worked or studied at another centre

	Myria Georgiou
	Greek
	29
	January, 1 2001

December, 31 2002
	Post-doc
	Media sociology
	London
	UK
	No

	Wainer Lusoli
	Italian
	26
	May, 1 2000

April, 30 2003
	Pre-doc (PhD)
	Political science: ICT and participation, CIT and political organisations; Internet and political theory
	London
	UK
	No

	Thomas Berker
	German
	33
	January, 1 2001

December, 31 2002
	Post-doc
	S-03; S-07; S-22
	Trondheim
	NO
	No

	Yves Punie
	Belgian
	34
	May, 1 2001

April, 30 2003
	Post-doc
	Social studies of the information society
	Seville
	E
	Yes

	Dorothée Durieux
	Belgian
	24
	July, 1 2001

June, 30 2003
	Pre-doc
	Sociology, social studies of technology, sociology of organisations
	Amsterdam
	NL
	No

	Katie Ward
	British
	27
	November, 1 2000

October, 31 2002
	Post-doc
	Sociology, gender studies, gender and new media
	Dublin
	IRL
	No

	Richard Stevens
	British
	28
	January, 1 2001

December, 1 2001
	Post-doc

Completed,

NOTE 1
	Politics, information technologies and community. 
	Amsterdam
	NL
	No

	Bart Cammaert
	Belgian
	32
	March, 1 2002

March, 31 2003
	Post-doc
	Politics, topics: public services, welfare state regimes, inclusion policies, social change
	Amsterdam
	NL
	Yes

	Maren Hartmann
	German
	33
	March, 1 2001

February, 28 2003
	Pre-doc (PhD)
	S-07; New media studies specialist
	Brussels
	B
	No


NOTE 1. Dr Stevens has terminated his YR contract at ASCoR due to personal circumstances. Upon completion of his collaboration, he has produced a research report for his successor, detailing methodologies, results, tools and contacts for the prosecution of the work. A copy of the report is available from the Network co-ordinator and ASCoR. At the time of writing, a YR has been recruited to fill the position. As reported in the table, the YR is appointed from March, 1 2003, and will accordingly attend the mid-term review meeting in Seville.    
PART D - SKETCHES OF THE YRs

Note: the sketches presented here were written by the YRs themselves. Yet, the YRs composed longer and more articulated profiles than presented here. With their agreement, they have been edited (but not changed) by the co-ordinating centre to conform to the length and focus requirements of the present report. Due to concerns of accuracy, and to retain their completeness, they sometimes exceed the suggested 25-30 lines.

Thomas Berker

Examination for the doctorate, June 2000, University of Frankfurt, Germany. In his sociological PhD thesis priorities were set on the exploration of "media usage in modern everyday life" employing quantitative as well as qualitative measures. He had previously completed a MA in Sociology (major), Political Sciences, German Language and Literature (minors). During his studies he achieved broad knowledge of historical sciences, philosophy of science and technology, cultural anthropology, studies in language and literature, political sciences and the subject in which he obtained the master's degree: sociology. Additionally, the topic of his Senior Thesis was the quantitative study of political attitudes and views among German students. 

Upon completion of formal education, he has been working both in the academia and in the IT industry, on EMTEL related issues: 

· University of Darmstadt, Germany, Lectureship Media Theory and Society, Summer 2000, Winter 2000/2001. 

· Gesellschaft für Technische Zusammenarbeit GmbH, Eschborn, Germany – the largest German service enterprise for development cooperation with world-wide operations. There he conducted a large-scale survey of the usage of the corporate Intranet, October 1999. 

· Institute of Social Research, Frankfurt/Main, Germany. Research Project: Internet Usage in Every Day Life (prepared and analysed an e-mail questionnaire, logfile analysis, qualitative analysis of personal homepages).

The main aim of his current project is to develop the understanding of how media of communication and information are embedded in a changing everyday life. Within the network the contribution of this project is summarised under the headline “Exploring the flexibilities of everyday life”. This entails the study of new configurations in the relation between home and work. ICTs play an important role within these developments enabling new forms of temporal and spatial flexibility. The everyday life of migrant knowledge workers has been chosen as object of study because in this group new configurations enabled by ICTs and related to mobility can be expected to be particularly prevalent. A major role of media in the reconfiguration of the domestic can be anticipated. This is expected to shed a light on processes of domestication in general. Thus, the questions asked are “How are media of communication and information embedded in the everyday life of knowledge workers? How does this relate to the processes of domestication in general?” 

In line with EMTEL II’s methodological framework qualitative interviews, desk research monitoring and analysis of socio-technological trends are regarded as adequate instruments. The former has already shown its usefulness in various instances of the study of everyday life. The latter will provide framing data. 

Besides the language training, the following has been done in the first twelve months. The attendance at three international conferences (two held in Trondheim, one in Boston) and several local seminars the theoretical discussions, in which the hosting centre is involved with, have been made familiar. After preparing a review about literature related to telework, the theoretical framework as it is sketched above has been chosen. This led to the preparation of a thematic interview guide. 24 interviews were conducted from October 2001 till January 2002. Parallel to this, quantitative data has been collected about knowledge work and migrating knowledge workers in Europe.

Due to the initial problems described below, the project depicted here has not yet been presented to the whole network. The first meeting in Amsterdam took place only shortly after the start of the project. The presentation at the second meeting in Trondheim reflected the state of the project as very much work in progress. At the YRs meeting in Brussels the project was presented for the first time, including data from the first 12 interviews. The construction of the EMTEL II network entails multiple adaptation processes for most of the YRs. Unless the primary language of the hosting country and centre is English or French, a language issue arises. This is not only a problem for the theoretical (integration in local discussions) and empirical (access to the field) work but it affects every aspect of everyday life of the researcher. In the case of Trondheim these processes caused delays in defining the actual scope of the project. In consideration of these problems substantial progress has been achieved (see above), so that in the meanwhile the productive aspects of the international construction of the network outweigh the negative ones described above.

Dorothée Durieux

I have studied for a Sociology degree at the University of Liège (Belgium) from 1996 until 2000, reporting a Highest Distinction in September 2000. My main specialisations were sociology of work and organisations, sociology of identity and educational sociology. From October 2000 until June 2001, I have been a research assistant in Sociology of Work and Human Resources Management for Prof. M. De Coster and Prof. F. Pichault at the University of Liège. During this mandate, I have participated to different projects within the LENTIC (Laboratoire d’Etudes sur les Nouvelles Technologies de l’Information et de la Communication, l’Innovation et le Changement). The main topics were social impacts of ICT, new technology and professional careers of ICT’s workers, public policies of vocational training and unemployment, and organizational changes. From the first of July 2001, I have been employed for EMTEL II in ASCoR at the University of Amsterdam and I am hosted by LENTIC at the University of Liège, where I am responsible for the EMTEL project “ICT and the less abled in Everyday Life”. Now, I am focussing on social impacts of ICT on inclusion/exclusion processes in the fields of work and education.

The first aim of the project is to develop a model of the social impact of ICTs in the everyday life of the less abled. It has to assess the potential of such technologies to help integration into society and improve the quality of life of vulnerable groups. The second aim is to construct a predictive model based on the analysis of comparative quantitative and qualitative data, to propose alternative scenarios and to generate policy recommendations. 

This project is a part of the second thematic project in EMTEL II network: “Inclusion and Exclusion in the Information Society”. Our work focuses on people whose involvement in education and labour market is made difficult by such factors as: lack of physical abilities, lack of skills and qualifications, lack of incomes, ageing, etc.  These “less abled” people belong to vulnerable groups, such as older people, unemployed people and physically disabled. The project will investigate the capacity of ICT to ease integration of such people into two privileged fields of society: education and working life. We focus on these fields because they are supposed to strongly influence inclusion/exclusion processes in the other fields of the everyday life. Therefore, this approach is complementary to other projects of the Network, which focus on political and cultural aspects of inclusion/exclusion processes.

The first part of the project took place from July 2001 until December 2001. It consisted of insertion in the research team of the LENTIC (Liège) and in the academic team of PhD students in ASCoR (Amsterdam). I followed focused seminars on social use of ICT, evaluation and social science methodology. I gathered data from literature and survey on exclusion/inclusion processes and on positive discrimination actions (state regulations, training initiatives, equipment provision), as well as figures and other relevant data about two privileged fields (education and labour market). I took contacts with key players launching relevant initiatives in these two fields (public agencies of vocational training, private employers, non profit associations, socialisation programmes, etc.). A first exploratory investigation has been made about ICT use of people aged over 50. This fieldwork was the qualitative part of a general survey about ICT appropriation by Walloon people aged over 50. 

I have been working for Emtel II only for six months. The first months were used to search literature and surveys on the topic, to define the project, to participate to EMTEL meetings, to take contacts with researchers at the University of Amsterdam, and to participate in PhD activities and courses. I needed these several months to integrate myself in different kind of activities and to define my place in the Network. I was helped within the LENTIC to develop methodology and theoretical framework of the project and to find fieldwork. Now, I am able to begin gathering data from case studies, interviews and documents.

We begin to exchange more ideas about our projects (theory, methodology, etc.) and this is very helpful. But I am not sure that e-mails are sufficient to sustain deep discussions. And because of different deadlines in our contracts, it is not easy to co-ordinate our projects and to develop a common perspective. Further, it would be good to improve the coordination between contracts and to have more opportunities to interact about different projects. During the last YRs meeting, we had a long debate about transversal concepts and topics that we are all studying. We have distinguished two main topics: social inclusion and ICT, on the one hand, the process of ICT domestication and critics, on the other hand. Together with two other researchers, we decided to write an article about inclusion/exclusion and ICT in Everyday Life. We should concretise this project during next months. Otherwise, our participation in a survey about ICT use among people aged over 50 is expected to result in a collective article during next months.

Katie Ward

I have a background in Sociology and my career began as an undergraduate where I studied Sociology and specialised in Gender Studies, Feminist Theory and the Media. As a Doctoral student I combined my interest in Gender with that of the media. With specific reference to computer mediated communication I carried out a study of gender construction in online forums.

The aim of my project is to examine the relationship between domestic Internet use in the household and participation in public life. This ethnographic research has been carried out in a localised setting: Skeries, North County Dublin and explores a number of dichotomous relationships between the public and private spheres; the local and global contexts and ‘new’ and ‘old’ media. Like many other provincial towns in Ireland Skerries has experienced recent population explosion as a result of investment related to the Celtic Tiger. It was felt that the town was representative of others with similar demography during this economic climate. The town also has a mixed population, consisting of ‘old’ families that have inhabited Skerries for many years and commuters and who have recently moved to area, perceiving it as accessible for Dublin. The town also has a mix of different ethnicities (Irish, English, Scottish) making the town representative of different populations. The project has three objectives:

·
To investigate whether domestic internet users in Skerries are engaging with web based content as a means of generating new forms of content and/or connectivity. The purpose is to examine whether domestic internet use allows new kinds of interactive engagement and participation in public life in Skerries and the wider national and global context.

·
To examine patterns of inclusion in and exclusion from (new) public forums in Skerries and beyond.

·
To examine how participants are using the internet in the domestic setting along existing broadcast or ‘old’ media

Through its focus on changing process of public communication, this project, along with the Amsterdam project, will contribute to the core EMTEL Research theme concerned with:

·
New processes of inclusion/exclusion,

·
New patterns of participation and engagement in public life.

Integration into the centre was articulated over the following activities:

· Introduction to school research forum, held fortnightly during the semesters

· Introduction to relevant reading material, conferences and software.

· Introduction to staff listservs

· Circulation of relevant papers and articles.

Training provided so far includes meetings, presentations at conferences, software, tutoring and supervision, participation in single Centres' activities etc. More specifically:

· Monthly meetings are held between myself and the supervisors, where I provide a progress report relating to the research, feedback and supervision are provided and I circulate a summary of the meeting afterwards. I maintain records of the meetings (dates, progress and summaries).

· During meetings, methodological and theoretical issues are discussed. Prior to EMTEL II network meetings and conferences, presentations and papers are discussed and feedback is provided.

· Regular contact through email

Relevant material is circulated relating to conferences, books and journals. 

The methods are informed by debates relating to methodology, ethnography and representations (e.g. Tyler, Hammersley, 1992, Stanley, 1993, 1998, Oakley, 1998) and media research. For example, the ethnographic approach of Miller and Slater 2000 informs the localised aspect of the research and the approach of other media researchers such as Frissen, (2000) and Bakardjieva (2001), who have carried out research in the domestic setting, has influenced the research design. The research has also been influenced by Eliasoph (1998) who carried out work, relating to political participation, in a localised community in the U.S. The research has involved: 

·
Collection of relevant statistical data relating to Ireland and Skerries

·
Ethnographic research carried out in Skerries, where research time has been spent in local institutions and with community groups (e.g. anti-landfill campaign and swimming pool project)

Offline Ethnography (25 in-depth interviews with domestic users and key informants)

Online Ethnography (survey/interview with users via email)

·
Survey (250 houses in Skerries)

·
Content analysis of local newspapers and community related information

·
Mapping the ‘Online Town’, content analysis of web based material relating to Skerries.

The main difficulty indeed related to the methods. Gaining access to a sample was initially problematic as domestic users found the method intrusive. However, this was resolved using a ‘snowballing effect’. There has been some social/cultural difficulties in terms of understanding cultural nuances. However, the nature of the ethnographic method has enabled the researcher to overcome this problem. Prolonged research time has been spent in the field, allowing the researcher to grasp specific cultural differences. 

Myria Georgiou

Before my employment as a post-doctoral research fellow for the EMTEL project 'Diasporic Minorities and their Media in Europe: A Mapping' I completed my PhD. My area of study involved the role of minority media in the construction of ethnic identities, with an emphasis on the contribution of ICTs and new media in this process.

I am now the YR working on the project ‘Diasporic Minorities and their Media in the EU’, based at Media@LSE, London School of Economics, under the direction of Prof. Roger Silverstone. The aim of this project is to map the diasporic communities living within the European Union member-states and investigate how these communities which are alternative to the mainstream, develop their own media cultures. The study of diasporic media cultures is an attempt to examine how media are involved in processes of inclusion, exclusion and community building and how new communication technologies alter communication maps and create new conditions for the development of minority media cultures. The project depends extensively on a network of academics, minority media practitioners and minority representatives who offer their input and feedback to this research. My role is to collect and analyse all data that co-operating parties provide, write relevant analyses and reports and also update the content of the web site for the project (http://www.lse.ac.uk/Depts/Media/EMTEL/Minorities/minorities.html). 

The specific research project depends for its theoretical development on a broad range of interdisciplinary academic work. Primarily it draws from theory in Sociology and Media Studies, as well as from the specific field of ethnicity and migration studies. We examine how diasporic minorities relate to local, national and transnational communities and whether community construction relates to seeking social inclusion or isolation. These two central issues we relate to the media. The possibility of diasporic minorities developing alternative and parallel media cultures to the national and European mainstream creates new potentials for community, for participation in national and European spaces, but also for segregation and inward-looking cultures that undermine the communities with which they share their physical space. Some key research questions are:

· Do minority communities sustain separatist cultures or participate in an emerging European multi-ethnic culture (or diverse multi-ethnic cultures)?

· How extensively do particular media cultures participate in creating new conditions for social inclusion and exclusion? 

· What is the minorities’ particular take on media technologies’ appropriation and what are the consequences for minorities and the broader society? 

· How do national and EU policies about minorities and the media further or obstruct  their social inclusion?

As already mentioned, this project has an interdisciplinary basis. Yet, the main areas of literature it aims to contribute to relate to the Sociology of Media, ICTs and Migration Studies. Some of the most important scholars contributing in the study of minorities and the media include Kevin Robins, David Morley, Russell King, Charles Husband. Furthermore, scholars from the fields of Sociology (e.g. Floya Anthias) and International Relations (e.g. Steven Vertovec) have been offering interesting and challenging input to the discussion of identity, diaspora and transnationalism. Probably the largest and most significant research project in this area so far is that of the Transnational Communities (based at Oxford University) with many scholars across Europe and the US contributing with different research projects. A few other projects of smaller scale are conducted in the US (e.g. Latino Resources on the Internet) and within Europe (e.g. Minority newspaper reading in Sweden; Minority youth use of the Internet and Internet cafes in the Netherlands). Most of these projects however are quiet restricted in their ambitions by time and resources limitations. 

As much as the theoretical approach of this project is interdisciplinary, so does the methodology draws from different areas. We adopt an interdisciplinary and multi-methodological approach which relates to the proposed methodology of the EMTEL 2 research framework. According to the original research framework the methodology of this project is flexible and reflexive. The extent of the project means that we have to depend on both primary and secondary data and combine both qualitative and quantitative methodologies. The basis of the research is a descriptive, quantitative presentation of the diasporic minorities and their media in the EU, based both on statistical national and European data, as well as on original data collected by myself and a network of collaborating academics around the EU. The trends and patterns that will become visible through quantitative analysis will be further assessed with the use of qualitative methods, including interviews and focus groups with minority producers and specific minority media consumption case studies. This research is extensively comparative as it will collect data about minority media production and consumption across different groups and across countries. It will analyse similarities and differences in the use of new communication technologies across various cases and draw trends and settings of the diasporic minority media map. To that direction, we have been developing an on-line network and a mailing list, where researchers working on ethnic/diasporic minorities and the media and minority and NGO representatives get in touch with us and with each other and benefit from the exchange of information, links and bibliography on-line (work in progress). 

Presently the research is in full progress. After forming the detailed work plan (three months from beginning of the project) and completing the initial literature review (six months from beginning of the project), I developed the first public written report in the form of a draft framework paper (completed after 8 months from beginning of the project and available on our web site). The framework paper includes an initial mapping of the diasporic minorities around Europe, as well as the key theoretical directions of the project. In parallel to this work I have developed a lively network of collaborating academics and I have tried to complete the network of the key informants in the EU-member states – we have managed to cover 12 of the 15 countries. These key informants have a key role in drawing the map of minority media cultures in the 15 EU countries. Presently I concentrate on the empirical part of the research. This includes both original research with collection of data about different minority media, interviewing of minority media producers and minority media policy review. It also includes the co-ordination of the academic network and supervision of the work pursued by the key informants in different European countries. I have already completed a report about the socio-political framework and the minority media listing in the UK and I am presently writing the report for Greece. I have also been working on two specific case studies: the first is about the British Greek Cypriots and their media in London and the second is about a Minority Media activists meeting I attended in Finland. 

The difficulties in the realisation of the project primarily relate to its extensive nature. As this research aims at mapping minority media cultures in all the member-states, it meets difficulties in terms of availability of time and resources, restrained mobility, as well as inconsistencies in terms of availability of data, policy and media diversity. The way we are trying to deal with all these constrains is by developing networks of collaborating parties around Europe. Nevertheless, as access to different countries varies, the map of the 15 countries might be incomplete (e.g. presently we have not managed to establish contact and gain access to relevant data in Portugal, Ireland and Luxembourg).  

I believe that my contribution to the specific project and to the network has been very satisfactory and effective. I have been working with consistency and devotion on this research project, which requires focus and a big amount of work for its successful realisation. I believe that I have done the best possible and offered many hours in trying to organise the work, I have developed a network of collaborators, I have established our research presence in the field and I will continue to do so until its completion. While developing this work, I have tried to keep the other members of the network informed and involved and I believe this co-operation has been satisfactory. 

Yves Punie

Before leaving for Spain, Yves Punie was interim Associate Professor in Media sociology at the Free University of Brussels (VUB). He worked there for almost a decade at SMIT (Studies on Media, Information and Telecommunication) and participated in many different research projects on telecommunication policy and on a user-friendly IS. Generally, his expertise is on social studies of ICTs. Gradually however, his core research focussed on acceptance, rejection and use of Information and Communication Technologies (ICT’s) in the home. He defended a doctoral thesis on this topic in June 2000, entitled “Domestication of ICTs: Adoption, use and meanings of media in everyday life”. It deals with the question of ICT mediated practices and their implications for the everyday life of citizens, consumers and/or users. 

In general, his project involves the monitoring and analysis of Information Society Technologies (ISTs) for the domestic environment in order to understand what the stakes are of these new technologies for a European e-society. In particular, developing a kind of technology roadmap for a sub-domain of ubiquitous computing and ambient intelligence. Both concepts refer to a new paradigm of interacting with computational non-pc devices becoming so cheap, small, seamless interoperable and easy to use that they will find application in all aspects of our everyday life. The objective of the roadmap is to identify emerging and/or key technological areas for European Research & Development investments and to map strengths and weaknesses of European R&D and of Science & Technology policies. 

This projects provides EMTEL with supply-side data on the increasingly prevailing ubiquity of media and information and communication technologies. Supply-side data will focus on technologies and on industries. These data should demonstrate which kind of e-society Europe is heading for, especially in relation to the domestic environment. These supply-side data should be complemented with the sociological work from other teams in order to enhance our understanding of technology-oriented innovation. 

There is no clear-cut theoretical framework in relation to prospective monitoring and analysis of new technologies. Traditionally it is done within the fields of Technology Forecast, Technology Foresight and Futures Research. Most of these researches use Delphi-methods, meaning that expert opinions are used to determine what the direction of new technologies will look like. A particular approach that is increasingly being put forward is technology roadmapping (TRM). In general, it is defined as the mapping of current and future technological developments. It starts with the current state of the art technologies and continues with mapping how these technologies are expected to develop in the future. TRM is to be regarded as a forward-looking instrument and thus as a prospective method. The central research question to be addressed is how TRM as an instrument of visualising domestic technologies of Ambient Intelligence can be incorporated into a sociological, prospective framework.

Literature: Prospective research, futures research, social studies of new technologies, policy-related socio-economic impacts of new technologies, RTD on a user-friendly information society. The main issue is to understand the socio-economic impact of IST technologies for a European e-society. 

As mentioned above, there is no clear-cut methodological framework of technology roadmapping. The methodology for this project consists mainly of desk research monitoring and analysing socio-technological trends and their market penetration, but may be backed-up by expert interviews and even interactive workshops. The latter needs to be seen within the context of other projects that are developed at IPTS and that are making use of roadmapping as a prospective method. The last activities include:

· Monitoring technological developments in relation to domestic Ambient Intelligence technologies;

· Literature study and internet research on technology roadmapping (TRM) as a prospective method.

· Writing a draft methodological paper on TRM that has been presented in a small-scale workshop organised by IPTS.

· Inventory of websites on TRM and projects consisting of TRM.

Main intellectual difficulty relates to incorporating the social into the technical. A TRM is typically full of technical details, but does not leave much room for integrating social issues. The central research question to be addressed is how TRM as an instrument of visualising domestic technologies of Ambient Intelligence can be incorporated into a sociological, prospective framework. 

Self-assessment is positive in relation to performance, network integration and outlooks.

Maren Hartmann

I have a background in media studies, both on the undergraduate level (or rather the equivalent German version) and the postgraduate level. As an undergraduate at the Free University of Berlin (D), I specialised in media theory and journalism, in combination with philosophy and theatre studies. While still a student there, she went for one year to the University of Sussex, where she did an MA in media studies. During the MA at the University of Sussex (UK), I was also introduced to Cultural Studies. This has since been my particular focus within media studies and has also been useful for the research project that I carried out at SMIT (in terms of youth subcultures, etc.). I soon took up the post of research officer for EMTEL 1, also based at the University of Sussex, while also finishing her Magister studies in Berlin. My job as a research officer for the first EMTEL network broadened this horizon further by adding experience with more technology-oriented parts of media studies (and related fields), of science & technology studies, of qualitative methodologies, etc. After the three years with EMTEL 1, she started as a teaching assistant and a PhD student at the University of Westminster, again in media studies, now overlapping with hypermedia studies. The PhD is supposed to be finished in 2002.The PhD research has focussed on new media and added knowledge in this emerging area. In the meantime, she has also been a full-time lecturer in media and communications at the University of Brighton and is currently a research fellow at the Free University of Brussels, working for EMTEL 2.

Within the network, I am providing detailed qualitative research on a particular user group of new media (i.e. young adults). This focus touches on most of the other issues dealt with in the network and therefore contributes to (as well as profits from) theses debates and research results. 

Together with Dublin and Trondheim, I am also trying to use some of the results of the research to re-focus the theoretical debate around domestication of technologies. 

My research is concerned with the relationship between young adults and new technologies (ICTs, i.e. information and communication technologies). The project puts a particular emphasis on new forms of consumption within this relationship. Consumption is not simply understood as purchasing the technologies themselves, but also as ‘buying into’ identities and lifestyles. It is also understood as being related to emerging forms of consumption that are specific to new technologies (like e-commerce), i.e. as consuming via the new media. The project will concentrate particularly on the ‘why’ and ‘why not’ questions of use and will try to define the particular nature of the new forms of communication and information emerging from the use of these technologies. As the (supposedly) ‘key generation’ of future users, the young adults will serve to outline (and understand) what might be happening at the moment and in  the near future.

The research question is: “How do young adults engage with new media and ICTs?” (the question had to be kept fairly general in order to allow a whole spectrum of interview results that are likely to occur in the Werkcollege, since there is such a great number of interviews). This means more concretely that we ask what young adults do with media & ICTs and to what extent, but also why they do what they do and how they perceive current and future changes. This set of questions is combined with the question “How is this engagement linked to consumption?” (and here I refer to the consumption of and through the technologies as well as the consumption of identities & lifestyles). More detailed research questions concern the specificities of the technologies in relation to the particularities of the user group.

This research project combines qualitative technology user research with theories and research into young adults’ behaviours and attitudes (drawing particularly from cultural studies). The use of students to research their own age group is creating a rare chance to find out more about young adults’ behaviour and attitude concerning new technologies as seen ‘from the inside’. Especially important is the amount of qualitative data produced in this study. This depth - in combination with the ICT focus  - is the strength of this study.

The methodology is roughly two-fold. It firstly includes a broad literature research part, i.e. desk research that monitors and analyses the socio-technological trends in relation to the topics youth, new media and consumption. Secondly, the project performs a qualitative study of individual young adult users and kinds of uses, based on in-depth interviews. This empirical research has been introduced by myself, but is being carried out by students from the VUB. These are third year communication science students who have to do practical research for a course (called ‘Werkcollege’). In the current semester, this Werkcollege is dealing with young people and new media. It is coupled with an introductory course on qualitative methodology in which in-depth interviewing is taught. The amount of qualitative data produced by this study is very high in comparison to other studies (around 800 semi-structured interviews). I have also not come across any studies, which use the young adults themselves to actually carry out parts of the research.

I have to first of all stress that I felt very welcome in my host institution. Nonetheless, they were rather puzzled themselves by having someone amongst them who hardly spoke the language to start with (and only partly understood it). This was not a common problem for them – and we still have not found a real solution to this. The young researchers should therefore be given a settling-in period in which they should have intensive language courses and maybe also other kinds of courses about the culture of the host country. Starting not only a new job, but also a new life in a new country with potentially very little language skills is slightly too much in the beginning. It takes quite some time therefore for the project as such to begin. There should also be more of a chance for the young researchers to meet – seeing others in the same situation always helps with the problems. The programme also does not seem to allow for differences in research cultures in the different centres and countries. The idea of a ‘non-native’ joining the existing research culture is much more difficult in some countries than in others. 

Equally, the need to finish the PhD has also been slightly more of a problem than anticipated. The content overlap is less than expected and due to the teaching commitment, there were times when work on both – the PhD and the project – suffered. Initially, SMIT has been an environment in transition, i.e. members of staff leaving and new directions having to be found, but this seems to have been resolved.

In terms of settling into the wider network, I have had an undue advantage as I had been involved in EMTEL I (as the research officer). Knowing the workings of the network as well as many of the individuals involved made the settling in rather easy. I am trying to use this knowledge to further the research fellows’ agenda (by, for example, organising the meeting in Brussels). 

Settling into SMIT has been more of a challenge, but has also gone rather well. They are a very welcoming group and – apart from the language problems mentioned under point 10 - I feel fairly integrated. They have supported me well whenever I asked for it and a lack of supervision on the individual level has been – at least partly - made up for by the group overall (presentations concerning the research project have been given to the group and major decisions concerning the shape of the research project have been made there).

In terms of the progress of the work, I feel it is moving quite well now. I am confident to deliver the proposed research in time and well executed. I am slightly more worried about the timetable for the finalisation of the PhD, but this should also be finished soon.

PART E - NETWORK FINANCING 

E.1
As required, the tables on the following page represents a conservative estimate of the expenditure to date based on a projection of data presented in the first annual report, updated as concern the employment of YRs at each of the centres. Table 1 compares the expenditure of each network partner with the allowable costs foreseen in the table following the signatures in the contract. Table 2 estimates a breakdown of the total expenditure by the network into the cost categories foreseen in the table mentioned above - personnel, costs linked to networking and overheads. For an accurate account on the financial standing of the Network it is necessary to wait until the end of the second reporting period, May, 1 2003. Notes to tables explain eventual differences. 

	Participants
	
	Costs in €
	Total cost to date
	Eligible costs as the contract 

	Principal contractor: The London School of Economics (London)
	First reporting period
	46,191.10 
	81,124
	271,434

	
	Projection
	34,933.00 
	
	

	Member: TNO (Delft)
	FRP
	1,144.68 
	2,458
	43,231

	
	PROJ
	1,314.00 
	
	

	Member: VUB (Brussels)
	FRP
	11,055.79 
	38,056
	186,799

	
	PROJ
	27,000.00 
	
	

	Member: LENTIC (Liège)
	FRP
	7,518.56 
	13,148 (a)
	186,799

	
	PROJ
	5,630
	
	

	Member: NTNU (Trondheim)
	FRP
	29,795.00 
	62,795
	175,141

	
	PROJ
	33,000.00 
	
	

	Member: ASCoR (Amsterdam)
	FRP
	29,067.64 
	72,367 (a)
	131,910

	
	PROJ
	43,300.00 
	
	

	Member: DCU (Dublin)
	FRP
	37,564.00 
	69,814
	166,711

	
	PROJ
	32,250.00 
	
	

	Member: JRC-IPTS (Seville)
	FRP
	16,702.03 
	37,702 (b)
	166,868

	
	PROJ
	21,000.00 
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	
	377,464
	1,328,893


Table 1. 

(a)  As explained above, due to recruitment problems the YR working on WP 7 is based at ASCoR, and receives joint supervision. The new work plan arrangement has been agreed by the EC in June 2001. The exact financial consequences of this change will be assessed at the end of the second reporting period.
(b)  The figure, relatively low in comparison with other centres,  is due to a later starting date of the appointed YR.
	
	Personnel
	Costs linked to Networking 
	Overheads
	TOTAL

	Costs foreseen
	798,609
	308,803
	221,481
	1,328,893

	Current estimate
	272,585
	40,324 (a)
	64,555
	377,464


Table 2.

(a)   The figure is lower than expected due to the late start of two WP, due to early recruitment difficulties, now resolved (see section C.1)
PART F - PROPOSED REVISION TO THE CONTRACT

Difficulties emerged in the process of recruitment, due to differential attraction power of different research Centres, and EU requirements as to age, nationality and residence. Specifically, problems emerged with recruitment in Belgium of candidates who had completed a PhD, were non-nationals and had not lived there for more than 12 months in the last 24. Problems were resolved within the scope of the Network, via intense, sustained and eventually successful co-operation in order to explore and then implement alternative recruitment arrangements.

We have already drawn attention to the delays in recruitment and their implications for the contract timetable.  We have requested by separate letter an unfunded extension of the contract for 6 months.






� The possibility is being investigated at the moment of a full Conference at the end of the project, aimed at European Young Researchers and leading scientists in the field of the Information Society.


� Of course, this required the formal approval of the SC, reported in SC Minutes n. 3.
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